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DELEGATES ELECT: 


TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1870. 


BALTIMORE CoNnrEeRENCE.— Clerical: John S. Martin, Samuel 
Regester, Samuel S. Roszell, A. W. Wilson, J. H. Waugh, 
Wm. S. Baird, D. Ball. Lay: Jos. Hendrickson, E. W. « 
Massey, T. J. Magruder, W. P. Conway, 8. J. Bradley, A. L. 
Pitzer, T. E. Bond.’ Clerical Reserves: Wm. V. Tudor, E. F. 
Busey, Samuel Rodgers, James S. Gardner. Lay Reserves: 
J. H. Figgot, 8. H. Williams, T. Berry, T. J. McCoy, J. F. 
Petherbridge, J. S. Carson, L. W. 8. Hough......... te, eaten: 

Vireinta.— Clerical ; Leroy M. Lee, J ames A. Duncan John C. 
Granbery, William W. Bennett, Paul Whitehead, John E. 
Edwards, Peter A. Peterson. Lay: D’Arcy Paul, Thomas 
Whitehead, John R. Kilby, William M. Gill, Joseph C. 
Deming, Asa Snyder, Thomas W. Garrett. Clerical Reserves : 
Alexander G. Brown, George W. Langhorne, William B. 
Rowzie, Leonidas Rosser. Lay Reserves: Jefferson W. Stubbs, 
Jesse J. Yeates, John C. Blackwell, Levi D. Travers, Wm. 
D. Quisenberry, Stith M. Shepherd, Francis T. West......... 

WeEstERN VirGINIA.— Clerical: Stephen K. Vaught, Samuel T. 
Mallory. Lay: William C. Ireland, J. L. Carr. Clerical Re- 
serve: Samuel H. Mullen. Lay Reserve: J. H. McCullough. 

Norta Caronina.—Clerical: N. F. Reid, B. Craven, R. S. 
Moran, W. H. Bobbitt, Wm. Barringer. Lay: T. M. Jones, 
Wm. M. Robbins, S. D. Wallace, John W. Leak, J. C. Pin- 
nix. Clerical Reserves: Chas. F. Deems, L. 8. Burkhead, 
-Wm. Closs. Lay Reserves: J. C. Slocum, W. A. Darden, jr., 
Fe BROMO iri dali ii a, lte eps ac UMS dle sn th 08 StS sme vec cigar 

SourH Carorina.—Clerical: Albert M. Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, 
Whitefoord Smith, William P. Mouzon, William H. Fleming, 
F. Milton Kennedy.- Lay: William J. Montgomery, George 
W. Williams, A. A. Gilbert, H. T. Wright, James H. Car- 
lisle, Simpson Bobo. Clerical Reserves: Sidi H. Browne, 
Abel M. Chrietzberg, John W. Kelly. Lay Reserves: John 
S. Moore, Benjamin Stokes, E. T. Rembert, R. F. Simpson, 
Thomas S. Moorman, Donald R. Barton..................02ee0ees 

SoutH Grorera.—Clerical: Lovick Pierce, Samuel Anthony, 
Jas. E. Evans, E. H. Myers, Jos.8. Key. Lay: Jas. Jackson, 
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Alfred H. Colquitt, Wnm. IL. Green, John J. Jones, Robert W. 
Lovett.  Clericad Reserves: James W. Hinton, John B. Mc- 
Gehee, Osborne L. Smith. Lay Reserves : Michael Woodruff, 
Henry 8. Wimberly, Timothy M. Furlow....-..---t+ee--steeerees 
Norra Grorcis.— Clerical: Jesse Boring, Wm. J. Parks, Wey- 
man H. Potter, Wm. P. Harrison, Atticus G. Haygood, Alfred 
T. Mann. Lay: George N. Lester, Ignatius P. Garvin, Jas. 
E. Godfrey, Thomas M. Meriwether, Henry R. Harris, Louis 
D. Palmer. Clerical Reserves: Walter R. Branham, Haber- 
sham J. Adams, G. Jefferson Pearce. Lay Reserves: Wm. A. 
Tuner, Chas. H. Johnson, Luther M. Smith, Wm. 8. Thomp- 
son, John J. Floyd, Frank L. Little... .......-.. es eesee setts eee es 
Froriwa.— Clerical: Josephus Anderson, E. L. T. Blake. Lay: 
George W. Taylor, C. P. Crawford. OlericalReserves: T. W. 
Moore, Sam. Weodberry. Lay Reserves: T. J. Perkins, 8. 
He Wyn oo nse cx ele waa ose faeces Sune 
MontrecomEry.— Clerical: O. R. Blue, Mark 8. Andrews, John 
Mathews, W. A. McCarty, Wm. Shapard, J. B. Cottrell. Lay: 
Wn. H. Chambers, Wm. Garrett, J. E. Groce, R. H. Powell, 
J. P. Ralls, Wm. Lowther. ~ Clerical. Reserves: 8. K. Cox, 





W.M. Motley, Wm. H: Ellison. Lay Reserves: J. R. Rogers, — 


ClM: Howard, Thomisillhs Dawson. .cc-1 1 secs es eee meee 
Mosite.— Clerical: Jeff. Hamilton, Thos. O. Summers, Allen §. 
Andrews, Archelaus H. Mitchell. Lay: Wm. M. Byrd, Wm. 


L. Lipscomb, A. W. Lampkin, J. R.John., Clerical Reserves: 


Josh. T. Heard, Thos. C. Wier, Simon P. Richardson. Lay 
Fieservess NV Bailey, So X., Browicn.<c nc; oss) eae by 
Louistana.— Clerical: John C. Keener, Nehemiah A. Cravens, 
Joseph D. Adams. Jay: Wm. F. Moreland, Wm. H. Foster, 
J. M. Ford. Clerical Reserves: Linus Parker, Samuel Arm- 
strong. Lay Reserves: J. Harvey Brigham, John L. Scales, 
bers, ETAT. is cons chores Gas dnenais non venagt et ieeseRters Seok omens 
Mississipp1.— Clerical: Henderson H. Montgomery, William H. 
Watkins, Charles K. Marshall, William P. Barton, Richard 
Abbey. Lay: Thomas Reed, O. J. Moore, M. L. McGuire, 
Stephen Johnson, James E. Watts. Clerical Reserves: Har- 
vey I. Johnson, C. Green Andrews, John G. Jones. Lay Re- 
serves: Edwin G. Cook, Robert D. Howe, William L. Nugent, 
Leonard Ky Barbers J. 0s titel: ccus.. sack nee ee eee 
Mermputs.— Clerical: Thomas L. Boswell, George W. D. Harris, 
Guilford Jones, Smith W. Moore, A. B. Fly, Jos. H. Brooks, 
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Findley Bynum, Wm.C. Johnson. Lay: Milton Brown, L. C. 
Garland, A. R. Boone, A. T. Seruges, R. J. Morgan, W. H. 
Kilpatrick, W. D. Senter, David Whitaker. Clerical Re- 
serves: A. C. Allen, John Moss, J..H. Witt. Lay Reserves: 
dor ie Niislec chiara dle. HSC, Wark i testl oem a povided? 
TENNESSEE.— Clerical: John B. McFerrin, A. L. P. Green, John 
W. Hanner, Robert A. Young, Simon P. Whitten, Richard P. 
Ransom, Fountain E. Pitts, Adam §. Riggs. Lay: John F. 
House, William B. Wood, Thomas M. N. Jones, William F. 
Holder, Joseph B. Palmer, George G. Dibrell, Watson M. 
Cooke, J. W. Harris. Clerical Reserves: Thomas Maddin, 
Jos. B. West, John F. Hughes. Lay Reserves: A.S. Colyar, 
M. C. Baldridge, W. L. J. Wilkes, J. J. Dement, T. B. Miles. 
Hoxrston.— Clerical: Carrol, Long, David Sullins, Ephraim E. 
Wiley, J. M. McTeer, Wm. G. E. Cunnyngham. Lay: R. 
B. Vance, T. P. Thomas, F. W. Earnest, David Clegg, W. B. 
Aston. Clerical Reserves: R. N. Price, Ma Hicks. Lay 
Preserves ia. 8 Tomes 1 Visi sO WON ..rcssilewdans ch ds oysvu in taeeenes 
Kentucky.— Clerical: Charles W. Miller, Charles hethis Seneca 
X. Hall, Hiram P. Walker. Lay: J. A. Dawson, W. M. 
Leathers, J. A. Barnes, David Thornton. Clerical Reserves: 
George W. Merritt, Robert Hiner, Drummond Welburn, H. 
A.M. Henderson. Lay Reserves: J. M. Tipton, T. J. Over- 
Sprecte dc, alee ley cd Coch m ic eae8 videver tts Lavete abet ates 5 
LovisviLLe.— Clerical: Albert H. Redford, N. H. Lee, eee 
W. Sehon, Dayid Morton. Lay: J.S. Lithgow, W. B. Ma- 
chen, John C. Walker, Benj. F. Biggs. Clerical Reserves: 
William H. Anderson, T. C. Frogge. Lay Reserves: W. P. 
Fowler, 8. T. Seott, C. F. Harvey, J. J: Barnett..........0i0..4. 
Sr. Lovis— Clerical: David R. McAnally, William M. Protts- 
man, Thomas M. Finney, M. M. Pugh, W. M. Pitts. Lay: 
- Trusten Polk, R. A. Hatcher, B. L. Riggins, J. M. Johnson, 
A. C. Mitchell. Clerical Reserves: J. A. Murphy, J. W. 
Lewis. Lay Reserves: M. M. Robinson, D. N. Burgoyne.. 
Missourt.— Clerical: William M. Rush, C. I. Vandeventer, Wm. 
M. Leftwich, B. H. Spencer, Andrew Monroe. Lay: J. O. 
Swinney, T. E. Thompson, James H. Birch, D. K. Pittman, 
Charles G. Epperson. Olerical Reserves: Patrick M. Pinck- 
ard, J. H. Pritchett. Lay Reserves: Allen H. Vories, James 
TLS SES GS |S SR ORAS ie, 3 ae eS ere RSA 
ArKANSAS.— Clerical: John M. Steel, George A. Dannelly, James 
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Mackey. Lay: James Wickersham, Charles F. Harvey, Lit- 
tleberry L.Mack. Clerical Reserves: John J. Roberts, Morti- 
mer B. Péarson, William McMathis. Lay Reserves: G. W. 
Featherston, E. B. Keyte, Jerome ‘Haroldson.........+-.2+.+6+:- 
Larrie Rocx.— Clerical: Andrew Hunter, Horace Jewell, Augus- 
tus R. Winfield. Lay: W. T. Crouch, J. L. De Yampert, 
William W. Leake. Olerical Reserves: Robert 5. Hunter, 
Marshal H. Wells. Lay Reserves: 8. N. Marshall, Samuel 


Inxpran Misston.— Clerical: John Harrell, Young Ewing. Lay: 
Willis Folsom, Saunders Choate. Clerical . Reserve: J. C. 
Robinson. Lay Reserve: George Stidham...........-se:0e.sseee 

Trxas.—Clerical: R. Alexander, Isaac G. John, J. W. Whipple. 
Lay: J. D. Giddings, J. 8. Taliaferro, W. W. Browning. 
Clerical Reserves: B. T. Kavanaugh, H. V. Philpott. Lay 
Reserves: W. G: Webb, L. W. Moore....,......:.c00eesenenesscoes 

East Texas.—Clerical: L. P. Lively, Jeff. Shook. Lay: J. F. 
Taylor, M. H. Bonner. Clerical Reserve:' N. W. Burks. 
Ley Reserve: UL. B. Greepes cine se piedatestesesm eontens sowcie snes 

Trivtry.— Clerical: R. Lane, J. M. Binkley. Lay: Asa Holt, 
W. J. Clark. Clerical Reserves: J. W. P. McKenzie, J. T. 
P. Irvine. Lay Reserves: J. R. Cole, W. H. Christian......... 

Nortu-west Texas.— Clerical: Thomas Stanford, L. B. Whipple. 
Lay: J. R. Henry, R. Q. Mills. Clerical Reserves: J. S. Me- 
Carver, J. M. Jones. Lay Reserves: N.'T. Sneed, P. A. Phil- 


West Trxas.—Clerical: R. H. Belvin, O. A. Fisher. Lay: W. 
Headen, D. A. T. Woods. Clerical Reserve: W.T. Thorn- 


berry, Lay Reserve: HL. FE. MoOnlloehsy.cvcsscecscvcuss cgesceasens 
CoLumBia.— Clerical: C. H. E. Newton, James W. Stahl. Lay: 
Silas J. Day, Leonidas McFarland. No Reserves..ss..ccsseeees 


Pactric.— Clerical: Orceneth Fisher, Thomas C. Barton, E. K. 
Miller. Lay: William T, Rucker, W. E. Cocke, William R. 


Bain. Clerical Reserve: George Sim.” Lay Reserve: -J. M. 


Bwana toVd sc Gistde vs adh canty siedue oye + dele ane ote neau ge ee 

Exrinors.— Clerical: Middleton R. Jones, Rumsey Smithson. 
Lay: John Allsop, William J. Ballard. Clerical Reserves : 
J. W. Westcott, Daniel T. Sherman. Lay Reserves: James 
M. Charlton, J. M. A. Drake 


eo ee ie ee ad 
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MEMBERS 


OF THE 


Sixth General Conference of the Wethodist Eoisioynl Church, 


South. 


BaLtTIMoRE CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: John 8. Martin, Samuel 
Regester, Samuel 8. Roszell, A. W. Wilson, Wm. 8. Baird, 
Dabney Ball, W. V. Tudor—7. Lay: Jos. Hendrickson, E. 
W. Massey, T. J. Magruder, W. P. Conway, S. J. Bradley, T. 
Ge 2700705 Pin Meas Ma 1 5S Scop ee 

VirciniA.— Clerical: Leroy M. Lee, John C. Granbery, William 
W. Bennett, Paul Whitehead, John E. Edwards, Peter A. 
Peterson, Alex. G.”.Brown—7. Lay: D’Arcy Paul, Thomas 
Whitehead, William M. Gill, Joseph C. Deming, Asa Snyder, 
Thomas. W. Garrett, Levi D. Travers—7.......0......cc.eeeeeeeee 

Western Virainra.— Clerical: Stephen K. Vaught, Samuel T. 
Matlory—2.. ‘Loy; “William C. Treland—1......cscoer. cece spencer 

Norta Carouina.—Clerical: N. F. Reid, B. Craven, R. S. 


Moran, W. H. Bobbitt, Wm. Barringer—5. Lay: T. M.: 


Jones, John W. Leak, J. C. Pinnix, J. C. Slocum—4 ....... ze 
SournH CaroLina.— Clerical: Albert M. Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, 
Whitefoord Smith, William P. Mouzon, William H. Fleming, 
F. Milton Kennedy—6. Lay: William J. Montgomery, Geo. 
W. Williams, A. A. Gilbert, H. T. Wright, Simpson Bobo, 
WOtiads © LOOT AR =O... scc;c0detsarvieteencdn eretasres meeness t 
Souta GrorciA.— Clerical: Lovick Pierce, Samuel Anthony, 
Jas. E. Evans, E. H. Myers, Jos.8. Key—5. Lay: Jas. Jack- 
son, Alfred H. Colquitt, Wm. I. Green, Robert W. Lovett, 
Henry ©. Wimberly 06000012 s..teespesegecsane ss etteeberoesayens 
Nortnu Groreta.—Clerical: Jesse Boring, Wm. J. Parks, Wey- 
man H. Potter, Wm. P. Harrison, Atticus G. Haygood, Alfred 
T. Mann—6. Lay: George N. Lester, Ignatius P. Garvin, 
Thomas N. Meriwether, Louis D. Palmer, Luther M. 


- Frorrwa.— Clerical: T. W. Moore—1. Lay: George W. Tay- 


Monrcomery.— Clerical: O. R. Blue, Mark §. Andrews, John 
(151) 
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Maihowe W. A. Mecieuy: Wm. Shapard, J. B. Cstin 8: 
Lay: J. E. Groce, R..H. Powell, J. P. Ralls, Wm. Lowther, 
J. R. Rogers, C. M. Howard—6.......:.sceeseeeeeerseeeserse eee 
Mosite.— Clerical: Jeff, Hamilton, Thos. O. Summers, Allen S. 
Andrews, Archelaus H. Mitchell—4. Lay: Wm. M. Byrd, 
Win. L. Lipscomb, A. W. Lampkin, J. R. John—4....----.-4+ 
Louistanwa.— Clerical:. John C. Keener, Nehemiah A. Cravens, 
Joseph D. Adams—3. Lay: Wm. H. Foster, Henry G. 


Mississtppr.— Clerical: Henderson H. Montgomery, William H. 
Watkins, Charles K. Marshall, William P. Barton, Richard 
Abbey—5. Lay: Thomas Reed, O. J. Moore, M. L. Me- 
Guire, James EX. Watts—4.0.. 05... ener senrtersinsogtctocsresescace 

Memruts.— Clerical: Thomas L. Boswell, Guilford Jones, Smith 
W. Moore, A. B. Fly, Jos. H. Brooks, Findley Bynum, Wm. 
C. Johnson, A.C. Allen—8. “Lay: Milton Brown, L. C. Gar- 
land, A. R. Boone, A. T. Scruggs, R. J. Morgan, W. H. 
Kilpatrick, W. D. Senter, David Whitaker—8. J. M. Mask, 
lay Reserve, substituted A. R. Boone and L. C. Garland parts 
Oley BE SCSSLOM os wufaie-s woo cantata deze sae this a ues Tee eet cee eee eee 

TENNESSEE.— Clerical: John B. McFerrin, A. L. P. Green, John 


W. Hanner, Robert A. Young, Simon P. Whitten, Richard P. - 


Ransom, Fountain E. Pitts, Adam S. Riggs—8. Lay: Wil- 
liam B. Wood, Thomas M. N. Jones, William F. Holder, 
Joseph B. Palmer, George G. Dibrell, J. W. Harris, M. C. 
Baldridge, J. J. Dement—8. Thos. Maddin, clerical Reserve, 
substituted John B. McFerrin and F. E. Pitts parts of the 
session; W. L. J. Wilkes, lay Reserve, substituted G. G. Dib- 
rell<a part Of ‘the: SessiOM hv. .ux'ncs.<scogreunssaasnal Genecee tees 
Hoxsron.— Clerical: Carrol Long, David Sullins, Ephraim E. 
Wiley, J. M. McTeer, Wm. G. E. Cunnyngham—5. Lay: 
2: PR Thomas; Fe WoWarnest=——2.nn cee: acces ne eee ee 
Kentucky.— Clerical:+Charles W. Miller, Charles Taylor, Seneca 
X. Hall, Hiram P. Walker—4. Lay: J. A. Dawson, W. M. 
Leathers, Joshua A. Barnes, David Thornton—-4. H. A. M. 
Henderson, clerical Reserve, substituted C. W. Miller a part 
OF, Se SORGLONY senidirs iste. 5 «ev'ad a zature si nope dis os eS Re 
LovulsviLLe.— Clerical: Albert H. Redford, N. H. Lee, Edmund 
W. Sehon, David Morton—4. Lay: J. S. Lithgow, W. 3B. 
Machen, Benj. F. Biggs, 8. T. Scott—4. ©: F. Harvey, lay 
Reserve, substituted §. T. Scott, Reserve in place of John C. 
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Walker, a part of the session; W. H. Anderson, clerical del- 
egate, substituted N. H. Lee a part of the session.........cc.ee 
Sr. Lovis— Clerical: David R. McAnally, William M. Protts- 
man, Thomas M. Finney, M. M. Pugh, W. M. Pitts—5. Lay: 
Trusten Polk, R. A. Hatcher, A. C. Mitchell, D. N. Bur- 
PRM eater cig a beoiniar gv ht ayalal gcthn tant Sue ree mA! gists c's vodanimd see 
Missourt.— Clerical: Willismn M. Rush, C. I. Vandeventer, Wm. 
M. Leftwich, B. H. Spencer, Andrew Monroe—5. Lay: J. 
O. Swinney, T. E. Thompson, James H. Birch, D. K. Pittman, 
Clarles Ga Ppersol 0 Gectatve datens ss scdeenesss tase clpes oseddeagans 
ArKaAnsas.— Clerical: John M. Steel, George A. Dnvelle: James 
Mackey—3. Lay: James Wickersham, Charles F. Harvey, 
Bieelereerey eli: Wig lB aca ret ass gs * clon gy ancndagls des ohn Pondosios'ss 
Lirrite Rocx.——Clerical: Andrew Hunter, Horace Jewell, Augus- 
tus R. Winfield—3. Lay: W. T. Crouch, J. L. De Yam- 
OU eee setts Maas atria te da urs net eaddw WANNER MA cnsece a0 aan ob oe 
Inpran Misston.—Clerical: John Harrell, Young Ewing—2. 
a I OI Aca ae acute Gag nants mire Ts clea 
Texas.— Clerical: R. Alexander, Isaac G. John, J. W. Whip- 
ple—3. Lay: J. D. Giddings, W. W. Browning—2......... 
East Texas.— Clerical: L. P. Lively, Jeff Shook—2. Lay: J. F. 
ate reg lec ee uticgac eens ON Usiea pea peMi cy net sea este Tehns Garten <P aaceees 
Trriry.— Clerical: R. Lane, J. M. Binkley—2. Lay: Asa Holt, 
RM Sea Saree ada cals sey pen Spee dence nat wos area Oates 
Nortu-west Trexas.—Clerical: Thomas Stanford, L. B. Whip- 
ple—2.. Lay: J. R. Henry, R. Q. Mills—2. J.S. McCarver, 
clerical Reserve, substituted Thos. Stanford a part of the ses- 


OK eee ee ee ar EE CSO e sal Mets Mee eelgle se bie Pa cneldote nek 
WEST ci de Cal R. H. Belvin, O. A, Fisher—2. Lay: 
RVC Fenton 899) NF Us WV 00082 aia ie circ ta vases aunen sae esige bands 


CotumBia.—No Delegate present. 

Pacrric.— Clerical: Orceneth Fisher, Thomas C. Se: EK. K. 
Miller—3., Lay: William T. Rucker, W. E. Cocke, John 
= GAS RE St a a 

Inuinois.— Clerical: Middleton R. Jones, Rumsey Smithson—2. 
Lay: James M. Charlton—1............-sevesseseeerees seeeenereses 


Total (clerical 120, lay 106).........ccccssssscseease eeeeeeenones 


10 


a 4 


SS) rhe 


M r 
io eee 

‘ ie 
aol yes 
ths a) 


"f 
LS rt 

2 ce Ore ory Vesper ad 
‘A wl Ls 


en) ee 
D \ 





JOURNAL: 


OF THE 


General Conference 


OF THE 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH, 


MAY 4—MAY 26, 1870. 





THE Sixth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, was held in the Court Street Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., beginning Wednesday, May 4, 1870. 

All the Bishops were present, except Bishop Early, who was pre- 
vented from attendance by age and infirmities. 

The session was opened by Bishop Paine, by singing Hymn 259, 


Draw near, O Son of God, draw near— 


after which Bishop Kavanaugh led in prayer. Bishop Pierce then read 
Isaiah Ixii., and Bishop Wightman, Acts xx. 17-38. Bishop Doggett 
then announced Hymn 264, 

How rich thy bounty, King of kings. 


After singing the Hymn, Andrew Monroe led in prayer. 

Bishop Paine took the chair, and called upon the Secretary of the 
last General Conference, to call the list of the Annual Conferences, and 
vouchers for the delegates elect were furnished. 

_ The following delegates, being present, responded to their names, and 
took their seats accordingly, to wit : : 

Ba.LtimorE ConrerRENCE.— Clerical: John 8. Martin, Sam’! Reges- 
ter, 8.S. Roszell, W.S. Baird. Lay: Jos. Hendrickson, E. W. Massey. 

VIRGINIA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Paul Whitehead, Peter A. Peter- 
son. Lay: Levi D. Travers, Reserve in place of John R. Kilby. 
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WesTeRN Vircinra CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Samuel T. Mallory. 

Norra Carouina ConrerEeNnce.— Clerical: N. F. Reid, B. Craven, 
R.S. Moran, W. H. Bobbitt, Wm. Barringer. Lay: T. M. Jones, 
John W. Leak, J. C. Pinnix, J. C. Slocum, Reserve in place of 8. D. 
Wallace. 

Sourn CaroLina Conrrrence.— Clerical: Albert M. Shipp, H. A. 
C. Walker, Whitefoord Smith, Wm. P. Mouzon, Wm. H. Fleming, F. 
Milton Kennedy. Zay: Wm. J. Montgomery, George W. Williams, 
A. A. Gilbert, H. T. Wright, Simpson Bobo, Thos. 8. Moorman, Re- 
serve in place of James H. Carlisle. 

Sourn GrEorcrIA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical; James E. Evans, E. H. 
Myers, Joseph S. Key. Lay: James Jackson, Wm. I. Green, Robert 
W. Lovett, Henry 8. Wimberly, Reserve in place of John J. Jones. 

Nortu GroreiaA CONFERENCE Clerical: Jesse Boring, Wm. J. 
Parks, Weyman H. Potter, Wm. P. Harrison, Atticus G. Haygood, 
Alfred T. Mann. Lay: George N. Lester, Ignatius P. Garvin, Thos. 
M. Meriwether, Wm. A. Turner, Reserve in place of Henry R. Harris, 
Luther M. Smith, Reserve in place of Jas. E. Godfrey. 

Frormpa ConFrERENCE.— Clerical: T. W. Moore, Reserve in place 
of E. L. T. Blake> Lay: George W. Taylor. 

Monra@oMEeRY CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Mark S. Andrews, W. A. 
McCarty, Wm. Shapard, J. B. Cottrell. Lay: J. E. Groce, R. H. 
Powell, J. R. Rogers, Reserve in place of Wm. H. Chambers. 

Mositrt ConrereNncE.— Clerical: Jeff: Hamilton, Thos. O. Sum- 
mers, A. S. Andrews, A. H. Mitchell. Zay: W. M. Byrd, J. R. John. 

LovurrtaAna CoNFERENCE.— Clerical; John C. Keener, N. A. Cravens, 
J. D. Adams. Lay: Henry G. Hall, Reserve in place of J. M. Ford. 

Mississtpp1 CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Henderson H. Montgomery, 
Whi. P. Barton, Richard Abbey. Lay: O. J. Moore, M. L. McGuire, 
James E. Watts. 

Mermpuis CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Thomas L. Boswell, Guilford 
Jones, Smith W. Moore, A. B. Fly, Joseph H. Brooks, Findley Bynum, 
Wm. C. Johnson. Lay: Landon C. Garland, R. J. Morgan, W. H. 
Kilpatrick, W. D. Senter, David Whitaker. 

TENNESSEE Conrerencr.— Clerical: John B. McFerrin, Alex. L. 
P. Green, John W. Hanner, Robert A. Young, Simon P. Whitten, 
Richard P. Ransom, Fountain E. Pitts, Adam S. Riggs. Lay: W. 
B. Wood, Thomas M. N. Jones, Geo. G. Dibrell. 

Horsron Conrerencr. — Clerical: Carrol Long, David Sullins, 
Ephraim E. Wiley, J.M. McTeer, Wm. G. E. Cunnyngham. Lay: T. 
P. Thomas, F. W. Earnest. 
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Kentucky ConFerEence.—- Clerical: Charles W. Miller, Chavies 

Taylor, Seneca X. Hall, Hiram P. Walker. Lay: J. A: Dawson, 
“W.-M. Leathers, David Thornton: 

LovuIsvILLE ConFERENCE.—Clerical: Albert H. Redford, N. H. 
Lee, Edmund W. Sehon, David Morton. Lay: J. 8. Lithgow, Benj. 
F. Biggs. 

Sr. Louis ConFeRENCE.— Clerical : W.M: Prottsman, M. M. Pugh, 
W. Mz. Pitts. Lay: R. A. Hatcher, A. C. Mitchell, N. Burgoyne, Re- 
serve in place of B. L. Riggins. 

MissourRr CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Wm. M. Rush, C. I. Vande- 
venter, W. M. Leftwich, B. H. Spencer, Andrew Monroe. lyay 2 Tk 
Thompson, James H. Birch, D. K. Pitman. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. — Clerical: John M. Steel, George A. 
Dannelly, James Mackey. Lay: James Wickersham, Charles F. Har- 
vey, Littlebury L. Mack. : 

Lirrre Rock ConrerENcE.—Clerical: Andrew Hunter, Horace 
Jewell, Augustus R. Winfield. Lay: W. T. Crouch. 

Iypian Missron Conrerence.—Clerical: John Harrell, Young 
Ewing. Lay: Willis Folsom. 

Texas CONFERENCE.— Clerical: R. Alexander, Isaac G. John. 
Lay: W.W. Browning. 

East Texas ConrereNnce.— Clerical: IL. P. Lively, Jeff. Shook, 
Lay: J. ¥. Taylor. 

Trinity CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: R. Lane, J. M. Binkley. Lay: 
Asa Holt, W. J. Clark. 

Norru-west Texas CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Thomas Stanford, L. 
B. Whipple. Lay: J. R. Henry, R. Q. Mills. 

West Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: R. H. Belvin, O. A. Fisher. 
Lay: D. A. T. Woods. - ; 

Pacrric CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Orceneth Fisher, E. K. Miller. 
Lay: Wm. T. Rucker, W. E. Cocke. 

Inurnois Conrrerencre.—Clerical: Middleton R. Jones, Rumsey 
Smithson. Lay: Jas. M. Charlton, Reserve in place of John Allsop. 

There being 168 members present, constituting more than a quorum, 
the Bishop announced that the first thing in order was the election of a 
Secretary and Assistant Secretaries. 

On motion of H. A.C Walker, Thomas. Summers, of the Mobile 
Conference, was chosen Secretary ; John S. Martin, of the Baltimore Con- 
ference, James Wickersham, of the Arkansas Conference, and George 
N. Lester, of the North Georgia Conference, were chosen Assistant Sec- 
retaries. 
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On moticx of W. Smith, Rule 1 of the Rules of Order of 1866 was 
amended by substituting one o’elock for twelve. 

On motion of R. S. Moran, Rule 17 of the Rules of Order was 
amended by the insertion of the words “two-thirds of” after the words 
majority of.” : 

The Rules of Order of the Conference e 1866, as amended, were 
adopted. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, the following Standing Committees, to 
consist of one member from dan Annual Conference, each delegation 
to appoint its own members on said committees, were ordered : 


1. On Episcopacy. 5. On Missions. 
2. On Itinerancy. 6. On Revisal. 

' 8. On Books and Periodicals. 7. On Sunday-schools. 
4, On Boundaries. 8. On Education. 


9. On the Religious Interests of the Colored People. 


On motion of P. A. Peterson, John Moss, E. C. Slater, L. D. Mullins, 
W. M. Patterson, N. H. Thomas, D. R. 8. Rosebrough, Guilford Jones, 
hk. J. Morgan, 8. Watson, were appointed a Committee on Public Wor- 
ship. 

Bishop McTyeire, Chairman of the Committee on the Rearrangement 
of the Discipline, appointed by the General Conference of 1866, presented 
a report in printed form, a copy of which was given to each member of 
the Conference. 

A. H. Redford, Agent of the Publishing House, laid on the table his 
Quadrennial Exhibit in printed form. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, May 5, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 
Bishop Andrew conducted divine service, by reading John xvii., 
singing Hymn 261, 


High on his everlasting throne, 


and offering a fervent prayer at the throne of grace. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

The following delegates, who were not present yesterday, responded 
to their names, and took their seats, to wit : 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. W. Wilson, Dabney Ball, 
W. V. Tudor, Reserve in place of J. H. Waugh. Lay: T. J. Magruder, 
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W. Peyton Conway, Stephen J. Bradley, T. J. McCoy, Reserve in place 
of A. L. Pitzer. 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Leroy M. Lee, John ©. Gran- 
bery, Wm. W. Bennett, John E, Edwards, Alex. G. Brown, Reserve in 
place of James A. Duncan. Lay: D’Arcy Paul, Thomas Whitehead, 
Wm. M. Gill, Joseph C. Deming, Thomas W. Garrett. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Stephen K. Vaught. 
Lay: Wr. C. Ireland. 

SoutH GkrorGIA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Lovick Pierce, Samuel 
Anthony. Lay: Alfred H. Colquitt. 

Misstsstppt CONFERENCE.— Clerical : 
Thomas Reed. 

Mrmpuis CONFERENCE.—Lay: Milton Brown, J. M. Mask, Reserve 
in place of A. R. Boone. 

Sr. Lours CoNnFERENCE.— 
Trusten Polk. 

Missouri CoNFERENCE.—Lay: Charles G. Epperson. 

Texas CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W. Whipple. 

“West Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: O. A. Fisher. 

Pactric ConrerEnce.— Clerical: Thomas C. Barton. 


Wm. H. Watkins. Lay: 


Clerical: David R. MeAnally. Lay: 


The lower end of the third window was made the bar of the house. 


The following members were reported by the several delegations, as 
members of the Standing Committees : 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 





CONFERENCES, 


EPISCOPAOY, ITINERANCY, BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, 
Baltimore, S. Regester, J.S, Martin. E, W. Massey, 
Virginia, Leroy. M. Lee, John E, Edwards, J.C, Deming. 
Western Virginia, S. K. Vaught, S, T. Mallory, W...C. Ireland, 
North Carolina, N. F. Reid, R. 8. Moran, T. M. Jones, 
South Carolina, H, A. C, Walker, W. P. Mouzon, Geo. W. Williams, 
South Georgia, E, H, Myers, S, Anthony, W. I. Green, 
North Georgia, W. J, Parks, Alfred T, Mann, W. P. Harrison, 
Florida, J. Anderson, T. J, Perkins, G. W. Taylor 
Montgomery, O. R. Blue, J. By Cottrell, Wim, Shapard, 
Mobile, W. M. Byrd, A.S, Andrews, W. L. Lipscomb, 
Louisiana, J. C, Keener, N. A, Cravens, Re G. Hall, 
Mississippi, C, K, Marshall, M,. L.’ McGuire, Abbey, 
Memphis, Milton Brown, Thos, I. Boswell, Won C, ‘Johnson, 
Tennessee, Fountain E. Pitts, 8. P. Whitten, ALL, P. Green, 
Holston, KE, E. Wiley, D, Sullins ;T. P, Thomas, 
Kentucky, ©. W. Miller, HP. Walker, 8. X. Hall, 
Louisville, A. H, Redford, N. H. Lee, J.S8. Lithgow, 
St. Lonis, Trusten Polk, W.M. Prottsman, T. M. Finney, 
Missouri, A. Monroe, C. I. Vandeventer, ‘W.M. Rush, 
Arkansas, J. M, Steel, J. Mackey, ©. #. Ax avey, 
Little Rock, Andrew Hunter, H, Jewell, ALR. Winfield, 
Indian. Mission, J, Harrell, ¥, Ewing, Y. Ewing, 
Texas,, R. ‘Alexander, TG John, J. W. Whipple, 
East Texas, Jeff, Shook, J.F, Taylor, J. F, Taylor, 
Trinity, R, Lane, J. M, Binkley, iW. J. Clark, 
North-west Texas, Thomas Stanford, ‘L, B, Whipple, J. R. Henry, 
West Texas, R, H. Belvin, 0, A. Fisher, Wm, Headen, 
Pacific, O.. Fisher, ELK, Miller, T. C, Barton, 
Iinois, R, Smithson, M. R, Jones, M, R, Jones, 
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CONFERENCES, 


Baltimore, 
Virginia, 

WeStern Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
South Georgia, 
North Georgia, 
Florida, 
Montgomery, 
Mobile, 





Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
Holston, 
Kentucky, 
Louisville, 

St. Louis, 
Missouri, 
Arkansas, 

Little Rock, 
Indian Mission, ~ 
Texas, 

Kast Texas, 
Trinity, 
North-west Texas, 
West Texas, 
Pacific, 








BOUNDARIES, 


D, Ball, 

P. Whitehead, 

5. T. Mallory, 
W.H, Bobbitt, 
W. J. Montgomery, 
H. S, Wimberly, 
Woe. Potten, 

G. W. Taylor, 

W. A. McCarty, 
A. H, Mitchell, 
N. A. Cravens, 

H, H, Mentgomer 
ALB. Fly, — oh 
W. B. Wood, 

J. M. McTeer, 

W. M,. Leathers, 
B. I. Biggs, 

W. M. Pitts, 

D. K. Pitman, 

J. M. Steel, 

A. R. Winfield, 
W. Folsom, 

R, Alexander, 

due P. Lively, 

R, Lane, 

Thomas Stanford, 
R, H. Belvin, 

W. T. Rucker, 


MISSIONS, 


W.P. Conway, 
A, G. Brown, 
W. ©, Ireland, 
J. W. Leak, 

A, A. Gilbert, 
R. H, Lovett, 
Jesse Boring, 
TMW.; Moone; 
J. E. Groce, 

T, O, Summers, 
J.C. Keener, 
Thos. Reed, 

J. H, Brooks, 
R. A. Young, 
W. G, E, Cunnyngham, 
D. Thornton. 
W. B. Machen, 
M, M. Pugh, 
W. M. Leitwich, 
C. F. Harvey, 
8. E, Cole, 

J. Harrell, 
J.W. Whipple, 
J. W. Shook, 
W. J. Clark, 

R. Q. Mills, 

R. H. Belvin, 
W. £. Cook, 


REVISAL, 


Ww. 8S. Baird, 

P. A. Peterson, 
S. K. Vaught, 
W. Barringer, 
Whitetoord Smith, 
J.S. Key, 
George N. Lester, 
J, Anderson, 
M.S. Andrews, 
J. Hamilton, 

J. D. Adams, 
W. P. Barton, 
Guilford Jones, 
J, W. Hanner, 
C, Long, 

Cc. W. Miller, 
David Morton, 
D. R. MeAnally, 
B. H, Spencer, 
G. A. Dannelly, 
Andrew Hunter, 
Y. Ewing, 

I, G. John, 

Jetf, Shook, 

Asa Holt, 

R. Q. Mills, 

QO, A. Fisher, 

O, Fisher, 








Illinois. Jas, Charlton. R. Smithson, M. R. Jones, 
CONFERENCES, SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, EDUCATION, COLORED PEOPLE, 

Baltimore, T. J. Magruder, Wiy Ve Radon, S. J. Bradley, 

Virginia, Asa Snyder, John C, Granbery, Thomas Whitehead, 


Western Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
South Georgia, 
North Georgia, 
Florida, 
‘Montgomery, 
Mobile, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 
Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
Holston, 
Kentucky, 
Louisville, 

St. Louis, 
Missouri, 
Arkansas, 

Little Rock, 
Indian Mission, 
Texas, 

East Texas, 
Trinity, 
North-west Texas, 
West Texas, 
Pacifie, 
Tllinois, 

















8. T. Mallory, 
J.C, Pinnix, 
Simpson Bobo, 
J. Jackson, 

A. G. Haygood, 
T. J. Perkins, 

J. Mathews, 

A. W. Lampkin, 
W. HH, Foster, 

J. BR. Watts, 
Findley Bynum, 
G. G. Dibrell, 

F. W. Barnest, 
Jas. A. Dawson, 
J, 0. Walker, 

D, N. Burgoyne, 
T, E, Thompson, 
James Wickersham, 
W.T, Crouch, 

J, Harrell, 

J, D, Giddings, 
L. P. Lively, 

J. M, Binkley, 
J. R, Henry, 

D. A. T. Woods, 
J. M. Swinford, ° 
J. M. Charlton, 


W. ©, Ireland, 
B, Craven, 
A.M. Shipp, 
A, H. Colquitt, 
L. M. Smith, 

T. W. Moore, 
J. R. Rogers, 

J. &. John, 

H, G. Hall, 

W. H. Watkins, 
Landon C, Garland, 
R. P. Ransom, 
KB. E. Witey, 
Charles Taylor, 
E. W. Sehon, 
R, A. Hatcher, 
J. H. Bireh, 

L. L. Mack, 

J. L. De Yampert, 
|W. Folsom, 
\J. D. Giddings, 
J. F. Taylor, 
Asa Holt, 

lL, B. Whipple, 
Wm. Headen, 
E, R, Miller, 
R. Smithson. , 








S, Kk. Vaught, , 2 
J.C. Slocum, 
Wm. H. Fleming, 
J. E. Evans, 

T. N. Meriwether, 
T. W. Moore, 

R. H, Powell, 

W. L. Lipscomh, 
J.D, Adams, 

BE. G. Cooke, 

&. W. Moore, 

J. B. McFerrin, 

Cc, Long, 

Joshua Barnes, 
E, W. Sehon, 
A.C, Mitchell, 

J, O, Swinney, 

G, A, Dannelly, 
Horace Jewell, - 
Y,. Ewing, 

W. W. Browning, 
L, P. Lively, 

J. M. Binkley, 
Thomas Stanford, 
D, A T. Woods, 
T. C. Barton, 

J. M, Charlton, 





|The Columbia Conference had no delegates present during the session.] 


A. G. Brown brought a message from the venerable Bishop Early, 
expressing a hope that he might be present during a part of the session, 
praying the divine blessing on the Conference, and assuring it that amid 
al his afflictions he was sustained by the gracious providence of God. 
The Conference received the message with great interest. 

A communication from D. C. Jones, on behalf of the pastor and offi- 
cers of the “ Christian Church” in Memphis, offering to the Conference 
the use of their pulpit on each Lord’s day during the session, was re- 
ceived, read, and referred to the Committee on Public W orship. 


: 
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On motion of J. Boring, a committee of six, on Orphans’ Erne, was 
ordered to be appointed b by: the Bishop. 

On motion of A. H. Redford, a committee of six, on a Sunday- -school 
Hymn and Tune-book, was ordered to be appointed by the Bishop. 

A. R. Winfield moved the appointment of a committee of thirteen on 
Temperance, which was not ordered. 

H. H. Montgomery moved the appointment of one lay member from 
each delegation, as a Committee on Finance, which was ordered. 

On motion of J. B. Cottrell, the vote was reconsidered, and on motion 
of A. M. Shipp, i# was ordered that a Committee on Finance be ap- 


pointed, to be constituted of one member from each delegation, to be. 


chosen by the delegations respectively. 

The Address of the Bishops was then read by Bishop Wightman, as 
follows : 

S ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 

BreLoveD Breraren:—We would join you in deyout thanksgiving 
to God that another quadrennial session of your body has occurred. 
Representing, as you do, all parts of our wide field of labor, conver- 
seat with their conditions and wants, and invested with authority over 
the whole Church, we beg respectfully to remind you of the importance 
cf prayerful, vigilant, and impartial attention to the duties of your 
delicate and responsible position. We trust that the subjects which 
may be brought before you will be discussed and decided as in the im- 
mediate presence of God, and with direct reference to the welfare of 
the whole Church. 

With profound emotion we announce to you that since your last ses- 
sion our venerable and beloved colleague, JosHua Sout, has departed 
this life. His death occurred in Nashville, Tenn., March 6, 1867, in 
the 86th year of his life, and the 68th year of his itinerant ministry. 
In many respécts Bishop Soule was a remarkable man. At the time 
of his death he was, probably, the oldest traveling preacher in America, 
if not in, the world; and was thus the connecting link between the 
Methodism of Wesley and Asbury and that of the present day. 
Throughout his whole ministerial life he was eminently devoted to God, 
and employed exclusively in the service of the Church ; often filling 
positions of the highest responsibility, and always honorably and use- 
fully. His mind was clear and vigorous, his deportment dignified, and 
his whole course was marked by consistency, purity, and unswerving 
fidelity to principle. Whether viewed as a man, a Christian, or a min- 
ister, or as filling the highest office in the Church for forty-three years, 
his character deserves to be held in the highest esteem, and his mem- 


11 


7 


162 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


ory to be perpetuated in the history of the Church. We devoutly 
thank God for such a man, and for the gifts and grace which rendered 
his eventful life so useful, his declining years and closing day so beau- 
tifully serene, so sublimely triumphant. 

The past four years have abounded with trials to the Church you 
represent, especially in those portions of the country which suffered 
most by military devastation during the late war, and by ecclesiastical 
interference with our Church-property. But it is matter of devout 
gratitude that poverty and persecution—even unto stripes and death, 
‘in some cases—have only tested and increased the attachment and fidel- 
ity of our ministers, and the general body of our membership, to the 
Church. The itinerant preachers, although very meagerly supported, 
have, in general, been faithful to their ordination vows, and have per- 
severed, as best they could, in performing their duties. By the blessing 
of God this has resulted in the maintenance of our itinerant system, . 
and the steady and increasing prosperity of all the enterprises of the 
Church. Even where we had suffered most we are rapidly regaining 
our former ground, and in many sections extending our borders and 
multiplying our membership. Seasons of refreshment from the pres- 
ence ef the Lord have come upon the people, and thousands have been 
converted and addled to the Church. 

We rejoice, also, to report that the greatest unity and harmony exist 
throughout the whole Connection. It has been truly said that “Meth- 
odists, all over the world, are one in doctrine ;” so that, however widely 
scattered and differing in other respects, they present the peculiarity of 
agreeing cordially in the-great doctrines of Christianity. And as the 
members of our Communion are a unit in faith, so also there is scarcely 
any disagreement among them as to our Church-polity. Their preva- 
lent desire is that both be preserved—the former intact; the latter, if 
altered at all, to be modified so far only as to make it more effective in 
accomplishing the original purposes of Methodism. This is seen in the 
fact that we have quietly passed what is justly regarded in all forms of 
government a great crisis, in the adoption of a new element into our 
system. We allude to the introduction of Lay Representation into the 
Annual and General Conferences. This important change in our 
economy was not a peace-offering, rendered necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the unity and peace of the Church, from the attacks of a dis- 
satisfied and refractory membership, but was proposed and effected by 
the nearly unanimous voice of the ministry, and the acquiescence of 
the laity—both believing that the time had fully eeme when it would 
enhance the effectiveness of the Church and the glory of Christ. 
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In attestation of the approval of the whole Church of this measure, 
we are gratified to see in this body so large a number of Lay Delegates, 
representing the intelligence, piety, and’ strength of the Connection. 
We are’ sure that we express the feelings of their clerical associates, 
and of the entire Church, in welcoming them to their seats; and we 
shall gladly share with them the labors and _ responsibilities of this 
chief council of the Church. 

It may not be amiss in this connection to suggest that excessive leg- 
islation is too common in all deliberative bodies.’ Laws and usages, 
generally understood and approved, should not be changed hastily ; or, 
if changed at all, only from a conviction of the greater utility of the 
change. Nor is it prudent to alter even a recent enactment until it is 
practically demonstrated to be necessary to do so. This caution we 
would respectfully apply to the regulations under which Lay Represen- 
tation has been introduced. Would it not be judicious to learn by 
experience what modifications, if any, may be necessary, rather than 
risk the success of the system by hasty attempts to improve it ? 

The efficiency of the Church of Christ must result from his gifts 
and grace, and the General Conference can reasonably expect to do 
but little to increase it by merely prudential means, except as these 
tend to increase its spiritual life. It is your first duty, therefore, to 
ascertain the real condition of the Church in this. respect, in order to 
correct what may be wrong, and supply what may be needed for this 
great end. Your attention is earnestly invited to a careful examina- 
‘ tion into its spiritual state, and of the means and measures likely to 
contribute to this, its highest, most vital interest. 

Without intending a disparaging comparison between the piety of the 
present day, and that of our fathers in the early days of Methodism, we 
feel it right to say that we are deficient as to several matters which 
were formerly regarded as aids and tests of Methodistic piety. We 
allude, especially, to the neglect of class and prayer-meetings ; of fast- 
ing and abstinence; of family and secret prayer; and the indulgence 
in worldly pleasures. In some, if not all of these things, we fear our 
people, not to say our preachers, too, fall below the pattern set us by 
the piety of our fathers in other days. We do not mean that this 
declension is universal, but gladly admit that there are large numbers 
who exhibit the ancient marks of Methodistic piety in an intelligent 
and ardent devotion to God, and in firm attachment to our doctrines 
and discipline. The action of the last General Conference, modifying 
the rule on class-meetings, so that attending them should not be a con- 
dition of Church-membership, has been construed, unfortunately, by 
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some, as abolishing them. We do not so understand it; and we regard 
these meetings to be so promotive of the spiritual prosperity of the 
Church, and so essential to the efficient working of our economy, that 
we are yery reluctant to see them fall, in any measure, into disuse 
While attendance upon these meetings is not a condition of member 
ship, yet we do not consider that pastors have been released from the 
appointment and oversight of leaders, classes, and at least a quarterly 
visitation and report. We recommend to the General Conference the 
consideration of this subject in connection with a pastor’s duty. 

We invite your attention specially to the subject of family religion 
and the Christian training of children. Its importance cannot be over- 
estimated. Regular family worship, morning and night, accompenied 
with the consecutive reading of the Scriptures, is so morally fit, reason- 
able, and salutary, that to us it seems strange that the heads of Chris- 
tian families can feel guiltless in neglecting it. While we rejoice in 
the greatly increased interest exhibited in behalf of Sunday-schools, 
we are sure that there can be no substitute for religious training in the 
family. The impress, whether for good or evil, made by family in- 
struction and example, is indelible. In the home-cirele is found a 
domestic and patriarchal Church, the training-school of the kingdom 
of Christ, the pledge and foretaste of the bliss of the kingdom above. 

Indulgence in worldly and fashionable diversions is another great 
enemy of earnest piety, whiclt is invading the Church, and threatening 
to estrange our children from us. Dancing, in particular, whatever 
plausible excuses may be pleaded for it, is destructive to the growth, 
not to say the very existence, of spiritual religion in those who delight 
to indulge in it. Generally, it is a species of “ reveling” condemned 
and forbidden by the word of God; and its tendency is evil only. 

In immediate connection with the spiritual welfare of the Church, 
the great and only effectual remedy for most, if not all, of our deficiencies 
as a Christian people, is an increase of inward, genuine, scriptural holi- 
ness. We fear that the doctrine of perfect love, which casts out fear. 
and purifies the heart, and is the “measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ,” as taught in the Bible, and explained and enforced in 
our standards, as a distinct and practicable attainment, is too much 
overlooked and neglected. This was a prominent theme in the dis- 
courses of our fathers; and alike in their private conversations as in 
their public ministrations, they urged religious people to “go on to 
this perfection” of sanctifying love. The revivals which followed their 
ministry were not superficial or ephemeral. Their genuineness and 
power were proved by the holy lives and triumphant deaths of the 
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converts. If we would be like them in power and usefulness, we must 
resemble them in holy consecration. Nothing is so much needed at 
the present ime, throughout all these lands, as a general and powerful 
revival of scriptural holiness. 

We regret that we have not been able to extend our Foreign Mission- 
ary work, since your body assembled last, owing to the want of funds. 
Indeed, after all the efforts which have been made, we have not liqui- 
dated in full the old debt contracted during the late war. There is, 
however, a strong probability that this very desirable result will be 
accomplished before long. Our Domestic Missions have multiplied, 
and with increasing usefulness. Your attention is particularly invited 
to the great and effectual door now open in the West. From the 
mouth. of the Kansas River to the Golden Gate, and from the Rio 
Grande to Puget’s Sound, there is a field becoming populous more rap- 
idly than any in which our fathers labored in their day. No louder 
eail has ever fallen on the ear of the ministry than that which comes 
to us from this vast region. Other forms of religion, some of them 
corrupt, are pressing their missions with astonishing vigor. All along 
the line of the Union and Pacific Railroad they have secured real 
estate; and at many places they already have church-edifices on com- 
manding sites. They lavish money in gaining a foothold there, where, 
in the course of a few years, as they foresee, there will be populous 
and enterprising communities. Much of this population will be from 
our own country, and in sympathy with us; yet, up to this moment, 
we have done nothing toward the occupancy of the country. Your 
Bishops are receiving repeated and most urgent calls for men. But 
in the very nature of the case, we can send no men unless the Church 
at home will send money to meet the first expenses incurred. This is 
all properly missionary ground at present, including Oregon and Southern 
California. In Central California the work is, for the most part, self 
sustaining—and, indeed, prepared to aid the common enterprises of the 
Church. We feel well assured that money expended on this great 
field will yield as rich a harvest as has ever been gathered from such 
sowing. 

The subject of Education is one of general interest and prime im- 
portance, and no intelligent philanthropist, patriot, or Christian, can 
fee] indifferent to it. Viewed either in its intellectual, moral, or relig- 
ious aspects, it rises into grand proportions, and is invested with pow- 
erful influence. The impolicy of multiplying colleges under the pat- 
ronage of the Annual Conferences, must be evident to those who are 
acquainted with the present -condition of many of those already in 
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existence. In wielding aright this great agency, there must be more 
foresight and concentration of effort and liberality. Let those institu- 
tions to which we are already committed be encouraged with increased 
effort to sustain and endow them. Let a higher grade of scholarship 
be established in them, and the most éarnest spirit of religion be culti- 
vated by officers and students. If there be those which cannot sustain 
the rank of collegiate establishments, they must be content with a 
lower position. 

The proper training of young ministers is a matter of high and ac- 
knowledged importance. How this may be best and soonest accom- 
plished, will claim your most thoughtful consideration. We commend 
the subject to your earnest attention. 

The inadequate support furnished, in‘ many parts of the Connection, 
to the preachers regularly engaged in the pastoral work, and the con- 
sequences which myst follow if this evil be not remedied, will not fail 
to be noticed by you. We must perpetuate an itinerant ministry, sep- 
arated to the holy office, and consecrated to the care of souls; with all 
of time, and thought, and energy devoted to their sole and appropriate 
work. But to enable them to do this, the Church must make provision 
for a proper supply of their wants. While it affords us pleasure to say 
that, in most of our wide field of operations, there has been witnessed 
a decided improvement, yet there is no doubt of the fact that in some 
sections there is still a great deal of negligence in raising the means of 
support, and of consequent privation and suffering among the preach- 
ers. Do not the-members of the Church need to be specially instructed 
and trained in this class of religious obligations? 

Our attention has been, of late years, arrested by the inadequate 
supply of young men offering themselves to the work of the ministry, 
either for the home or the foreign missionary work. May we not as- 
sume that Christ, the Redeemer of all men, the Intercessor for all, does 
call men to the holy office in numbers sufficient to the demands of his 
cause in the world? The fault must be with us. How soon would 
an increase of piety and zeal in the Church supply the remedy for this 
deficiency! What can be done to arouse our whole Communion to 
united, fervent prayer to “the Lord of the harvest that he will send 
forth laborers into his vineyard ”? 

You will consider, of course, with great care, the whole Sunday- 
school interest, which, we are happy to say, has assumed a magnitude 
and importance never before known in the history of the Southern 
Methodist Church. We think you may find it practicable to adopt 
measures that will secure a uniform scheme of instruction, with texts 
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furnished at our own Publishing House; together with the enlargement 
of the Sunday-school Visitor, and ‘possibly, in addition to that paper, 
the publication of a monthly journal adapted to teachers and the older | 
classes of pupils. It is very desirable that there should be an improve- 
ment both in the character and price of the books prepared for the 
use of Sunday-school libraries. We recommend the appointment of a 
suitable person to be specially intrusted with the oversight of these 
vital interests. 

The Literature of the Church will not be overlooked by you. We 
cannot consent to surrender to others the vast power and influence 
wielded by the press; no Church can safely do so. In proportion to 
the potency of this influence is the solemn obligation resting on us to 
guard and guide the press. It must maintain a high religious tone— 
neither subsidized by wealth or power, nor perverted by ambition to par- 
tisan and political purposes. It should aim steadily at conserving the 
Connectionalism of the Church; and be committed to trustworthy and 
competent men, who love the whole Church too well to put. in peril her 
unity and peace. We should hail with rapture the day that saw a first- 
class religious and literary newspaper in every Methodist family, and 
our standard works in every library. 

There is, allow us to.add, pressing need of greater facilities for pro- 
curing our standard literature on the Pacific slope. Our Church has 
suffered greatly from the difficulty of obtaining even a Hymn-book and 
Discipline. If, in your wisdom, any relief can be afforded, a great want 
will be supplied. 

We congratulate you upon the ability and fidelity of those to whom 
the Journalism of the Church has been intrusted during the past four 
years; and especially upon the energy, ability, and success of the Agent 
and of the Editor of the Publishing House. They deserve the highest 
commendation. The prosperous condition of the publishing inter-’ 
ests under the contro] of the General Conference is matter of special 
gratification, and of high import to the future development of the 
Church. 

Soon after the last session of your body, the Bishops proceeded to 
carry into effect the plan adopted for the religious benefit of our colored 
members. The effort met with the approval and concurrence of many 
of them, notwithstanding the prejudices which were attempted—too suc- 
cessfully in many instances—to be instilled into their minds against us. 
A great number of them still retain their attachment to the Church and 
ministry that had in the past bestowed so much attention and labor 
upon their religious instruction, and through whose instrumentality they 
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had been enlightened and converted. Still, it is true that many, thus © 
disposed, have been alienated from our Communion by political and 
ecclesiastical influences. 


af 


Conformably to the wish of the last General Conference, we have or- 
sanized and presided over five Annual Conferences, composed exclu- 
ly of colored members; have formed forty-five Districts, with eir- 
cuits and stations, in all of which, with a few exceptions, in which white 
preachers have volunteered to act as supplies, our colored brethren are 
performing the duties of Presiding Elders and pastors. The principal 
field of these operations extends through portions of Georgia, Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,*Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Alabama, South Caro- 
lina, and Florida; and is widening by applications for the organization 
of new Conferences. The colored preachers have conducted themselves, ° 
both in their Annual Conferences and in the exercise of their pastoral 
duties, so as to win the confidence and codperation of those of their 
white brethren who have become best acquainted with their deport- 
ment. It is our purpose, unless otherwise advised by your body, to call 
a General Conference, to be holden next winter, for the purpose of or- 
ganizing them into an entirely separate Church, and thus enabling them 
to become their own guides and governors. 

The suggestion of District-meetings, originating at the last session of 
the General Conference, has been practically adopted, under the sanc- 
tion of the Annual Conferences, with signal benefit to the cause of re- 
ligion. At these meetings the lay representatives to the Annual Con- 
ferences have been elected ; the leading minds of the Church, lay as 
well as clerical, have been brought together, impressed, and moved with 
new zeal; the Bishops, as far as they could find the opportunity to at- 
tend, have had a new and important field of influence opened to them, 
and the results have been of great value to all the prominent interests 
of the Church, spiritual as well as economical. 

In conclusion, dear brethren, we pray earnestly that the plentiful en- 
richment of the “spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind,” 
may rest upon you in all the deliberations and decisions of the present 
session—the first of the kind in the annals of Methodism. Could we 
take you up the shining mount of vision, and show you the vast and grand 
Future before the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the sublime possi- 
bilities which await development in the ages to come, and which, as their 
condition, ask for unswerving fidelity to Christ and the solemn trust he has 
placed in your hands for the world, you would need no loftier induce- 
ment to the patient, resolute, prayerful discharge of the duties imposed 
upon you as the representatives of the entire Church, That the Divine 
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counsel may guide — in all things, is our devout ee constant 
prayer. J. O. ANDREW, 

R. Paine, 

G. F,. Prerce, 

H. H.' Kavanauau, 

W. M. WicHTMAN, 

E. M. Marvin, 

D. 8. Doeerrrt, 

H. N. McTyeire. 

Memphis, Tenn., May 5, 1870. 

After impressive and commendatory remarks on the Address, by W. 
I. Green and L. Pierce, on motion of A. L. P. Green, the various sub- 
jects brought to notice in the Bishops’ Address were referred to the 
several appropriate committees. 

On motion of A. L. P. Green, the Committee on Education was in- 
structed to report specially on education for the ministry. 

On motion of E. H. Myers, a committee, consisting of five clerical and 
five lay delegates, together with the Bishops, was appointed to prepare 
a pastoral address on the spiritual interests of the Church. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions are hereby instructed to 
report to this Conference, as early as practicable, the amount of money 
contributed since the last General Conference for the two Missionary 
Boards ; what amounts have been expended by each Board in the sup- 
port of Missions, and what amounts have been expended in supporting 
the officers and conducting the operations of each Board. 

W. W. BENNETT, 
A. R. WINFIELD. 


On motion of N. H. Lee, the Exhibits of the Book Agent were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Books arid Periodicals. 

The Bishop announced the following asthe Committee on the Sun- 
day-school Hymn and Tune-book: W.M. Leftwich, Asa Snyder, T. J. 
Magruder, J. R. Rodgers, W. H. Foster, R. J. Morgan. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, May 6, 1870. 
Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Relig- 
ious services were conducted by J. Hamilton. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
The following delegates, not present before, appeared and took their, 
seats, to wit: Thos. E. Bond, lay delegate from Baltimore Conference ; 
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L. D. Palmer, lay delegate from North Georgia Conference; A. W. 
Lampkin, lay delegate from Mobile Conierence; Jos. B. Palmer, lay 
delegate from Tennessee Conference; Thos. Maddin, Reserve clerical 
delegate from Tennessee Conference, in place of J. B. McFerrin, absent 
on account of affliction; Thos. M. Finney, clerical delegate from St. 
Louis Conference ; and James O. Swinney, lay delegate from Missouri 
Conference. 

The Rev. Mr. Ransom, pastor of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, was introduced to the Conference. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

Rt. A. Young presented the Report of J..B. McFerrin, Secretary of 
the Board of Domestic Missions, and, as requested by the latter, read 
the Appendix to the Report. The Report was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Missions. 

On motion of W. M. Prottsman, that part of the Report which refers 
‘to the business of am Annual Conference, was referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

The members of the Committee on Finance were then announced, as 
follows: . 

Baltimore Conference, Thos. E. Bond. 
Virginia Conference, A. G. Brown. 
Western Virginia Conference, W. C. Ireland. 
North Carolina Conference, T. M. Jones. 
South Carolina Conference, H. T. Wright. 
South Georgia Conference, A. H. Colquitt. 
North Georgia Conference, I. P. Garvin. 
Florida Conference, G. W. Taylor. 
Montgomery Conference, R. H. Powell. 
Mobile Conference, A. L. Andrews. 
Louisiana Conference, N. A. Cravens. 
Mississippi Conference, O. J. Moore. 
Memphis Conference, Milton Brown. 
Tennessee Conference, Jos. B. Palmer. 
Holston Conference, John M. McTeer. 
Kentucky Conference, W. M. Leathers. 
Louisville Conference, D. Morton. 

St. Louis Conference, Trusten Polk. 
Missouri Conference, C. G. Epperson. 

' Arkansas Conference, L. L. Mack. 

Little Rock Conference, J. L. De Yampert. 
Indian Mission Conference, Y. Ewing. 
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Texas Conference, J. D. Giddings. 

~ East Texas Conference, Jas. F. Taylor. 
Trinity Conference, W. J. Clark. 
North-west Texas Conference, John R. Henry. 
West Texas Conference, D. A. T. Woods. 
Pacifie Conference, W. E. Cocke. 
Illinois Conference, Rumsey Smithson. 

The Chairmen of the Standing Committees were then announced, as 
follows : 

Episcopacy—L. M. Lee. 

Itineraney—J. i. Edwards. 

Books and Periodicals—W.M. Rush. 

Boundaries xander. 

Missions—Jesse Boring. 

Revisal—J. Hamilton. 

Sunday-: 
Edueation—L. C. Garland. 

Oolored People—Jas. E. Evans. 

Thomas Stanford, delegate from North-west Texas Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence, on, account of family affliction, and J. S 
McCarver, Reserve, took his place. 

Charles K. Marshall, clerical delegate from the Mississippi Confer- 
ence, appeared and took his seat. 

N. H. Lee presented a memorial of the Louisville delegation, asking 
the removal of the Publishing House to Louisville, which was read, 
referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals, with instructions 
to report as soon as practicable, and ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. A. H. Redford stated that though a member of 
the Louisville delegation, yet, in view of his connection with the Pub- 
lishing House, he was not invited by his co-delegates to take part in the 
preparation of this memorial. 

The Rey. Drs. Kerr, Bowman, Richardson, and Witherspoon, of the 
Presbyterian Church, were introduced to the Conference. 

Petitions and Memorials were then called for. 

On motion of W. M. Rush, it was ordered that all petitions and me- 
morials be referred to the appropriate committees, without reading, un- 
less requested by the delegations offering them. 

WesTeRN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—S. K. Vaught presented a cor- 
respondence respecting boundaries of Western Virginia and Baltimore 
Conferences. Referred to Committee on Boundaries 

SoutH Carona Conrrrence.—<A. M. Shipp presented a memorial 
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from Marion District-meeting, S. C., on District Conferences, etc. Re- 
ferred to Coramittees on Education and Revisal. ; 

Sour GrorciA ConFERENCE.—J. E. Evans presented a report 
from the Wesleyan Female College, Macon, Ga. Referred to Commit- 
tee on Education. 

Mosritn Conrerencr.—A. H. Mitchell presented a memorial on 
making State-lines Conference boundaries. Referred to Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Trennessrr Conrerencre.—A. L, P. Green presented a memorial on — 
distribution of Church literature. Referred to Committee on Books 
and Periodicals. A. H. Redford, a memorial from Superintendents of 
Sunday-schools in Nashville. . Also, one from the Rev. W. M. Green. 
Referred to Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Louisiana CoNnFrERENCE.—J. C. Keener presented a memorial of 
Conference on the New Orleans Exception. Referred to Committee on 
Itinerancy. Two memorials on Sunday-schools. Referred to Commit- 
tee on Sunday-schools. “A memorial from New Orleans Sunday-school 
Convention. Referred to Committee on Sunday-schools. A. H. Red- 
ford presented Exhibit of New Orleans Depository. Referred to Com. 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. ; 

Hoxsron Conrerencr.—J. M. MeTeer presented a memorial of 
Quarterly Conference of Hillsville Station and Circuit on boundaries. 
Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

LovisviLLe ConrERENCE.—E. W. Sehon presented a memorial from 
preachers of colored Conferences, which was read and referred to Com- 
mittee on Religious Interests of Colored People, and ordered to be printed 
in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

Missourt CoNFERENCE.—W. M. Rush presented a memorial on 
boundaries and missions. Referred to Committee on Missions. B. H. 
Spencer presented a memorial on changes of Discipline. Referred to 
Committee on Revisal. : 

ARKANSAS Conrrrence.—J. M. Steel presented a memorial on 
boundaries. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Texas ConrERENCE.—R, Alexander presented a memorial on the 
German Work, which was read and referred to Committee on Missions. 
Another on German Apologist, Hymn-book, and Catechism. Read and 
referred to Committee on Missions. 

East Texas Conrrrencr.—L. P. Lively presented a memorial on 
Episcopal services in Texas. Read and referred to Committee on Epis- 
copacy. : 

Trinity Conrerence.—R. Lane presented a memorial of the Quar- 
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terly Conference of Jefferson Station on change of the name of the 
Church. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

I. G. John presented a memorial on Episcopal services in Texas, 
which was read and referred to Committee on Episcopacy. 

CoLUMBIA CONFERENCE.— Bishop Marvin presented the Journal of 
Conference—there being no delegate from Columbia Conference present. 

Pactric CoNFERENCr.—O. Fisher presented a memorial on a new 
Conference on the Pacific coast. Referred to Committee on Boun- 
daries. 

Bishop Marvin presented memorials from the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, which were referred to Committee on Missions. 

An invitation to members of the Conference was received from the 
Ladies’ Memorial Association of Memphis, to attend the decoration of 
soldiers’ graves to-morrow morning: A. H. Mitchell moved that the 
Conference adjourn to-morrow at 11 o’clock in order to attend. 

E. H. Myers offered, as a substitute, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in view of the invitation extended to members of this 
Conference, to attend the service of the decoration of soldiers’ graves, 
this body will adjourn to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 

After some discussion, R.§: Moran moved the previous question, 
which was sustained, and the substitute of E. H. Myers was adopted. 

A memorial from A. L. P. Green, R. A. Young, and T. O. Summers, 
a committee from the Board of Domestic Missions, was presented, read, * 
and referred to Committee on Missions. 

A communication from Bishop Paine, referring to the Life and Times 
of Bishop McKendree, and resolutions of J. C. Keener and L. C. Gar- 
land, commending said work, were presented, read, and, on motion of A. 
M. Shipp, were referred to Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

‘On motion of C. I. Vandeventer, a committee of nine was ordered on 
the Circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 

Bishop Pierce announced the Committee on Orphans’ Homes, as fol- 
lows: J. Boring, D’Arcy Paul, G. W. Williams, J. Jackson, J. Ham- 
ilton, A. L. P. Green. 

J. E. Edwards and L. C. Garland offered a resolution, proposing a 
change of the Discipline in regard to the appointment of preachers, 
pending the discussion of which, Conference adjourned with the bene- 
diction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May T, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated time, Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious service was conducted by O. Fisher. 
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The Minutes were read and approved. Bishop Wightman took the 
chair. ; 

Asa Snyder, lay delegate from the Virginia Conference, and A. T. 
Scruggs, lay delegate from the Memphis Conference, appeared and took 
their seats. . 

On a call of the Conferences for Petitions and Memorials, the follow- 
ing were presented : 

BALrIMORE CONFERENCE.—John 8. Martin presented memorials of 
that Conference: 1st, to change the name of the Church; 2d, to incor- 
porate the District Conference into our ecclesiastical economy—referred 
to Committee on Revisal; 8d, against division of the Conference—re- 
ferred to Committee on Boundaries. A memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Piedmont Station, asking the General Conference to define 
who shall have the right of nomination of trustees to fill vacancies. 
Referred to Committee on Revisal. Also, one asking the General Con- 
ference to divide the first question of the Quarterly Conference, and that 
the question of complaints be changed according to the suggestion of 
Bishop Pierce. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

VIRGINIA, CONFERENCE.—L. M. Lee presented a memorial of that 
Conference on change of Discipline with respect to Presiding Elders. 
Referred to Committee on Revisal. LL. M. Lee presented a memorial 
of that Conference to change Discipline: asking, Ist, to strike out pro- 
viso in Answer 8, Section 5, Chapter II.; 2d, to incorporate the District 
Conference and define its powers; 3d, on the title of district parson- 
ages; 4th, im relation to applicants for orders in the local ministry; 
5th, to add to the questions to be asked in the Annual Conference, 
“What ministers are received from other Churches?” 6th, to restore 
the rule in the Discipline in relation to arbitration. 

A memorial of said Conference, requesting a rule to be inserted in’the 
Discipline in regard to the manufacture and sale of ardent spirits. All 
referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Also, a memorial from Stafford Circuit, Baltimore Conference, pray- 
ing to be reidmitted to the Virginia Conference. Referred to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, a special committee of nine was or- 
dered, to which all subjects concerning District Conferences shall be 
referred. : 

Western VIRGINIA CoNFERENCE.—W. C. Ireland presented a pe- 
tition of that Conference, praying that that part of the Western Vir- 
ginia Conference extending into Kentucky be transferred to the Ken- 
tucky Conference. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 
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Sourm CaroLtina ConFerENcr.—A. M. Shipp presented a commu- 
nication from Trinity Quarterly Conference, Charleston, 8. C.,on change 
of Discipline, asking for the admission of trustees into the Quarterly 
Conference. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

SoutH GrorGIA CONFERENCE.—J. 8. Key and J. E. Evans offered 
a resolution asking that Presiding Elders be allowed to appoint substi- 
tutes. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Nortu GrorGiA ConFERENCE.—Bishop Pierce presented a memo- 
rial from La Grange Church-meeting omSunday-school Literature. Read 
and referred to Committee on Sunday-schools. 

MonTGOMERY CoNFERENCE.—M. S. Andrews presented a memorial 
from the Trustees of East Alabama Male College, which was read, 
referred to Committee on Education; and ordered tu be published. 

MosiLeE ConrerEence.—A. H. Mitchell presented a memorial of that 
Conference, asking a change in the order of business in the Quarterly 
Conference. Referred to. Committee on Revisal. 

MississtpPI CONFERENCE.—H. H, Montgomery and T. Reed offered 
a resolution, asking that the clause, “except such as involves ministerial 
character and relations,” be stricken out of page 45 of the Discipline. 
Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Houston Conrerence.—J. M. McTeer presented a memorial from’ 
Newbern Circuit on boundaries. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Kentucky ConFERENCE.—H. P. Walker presented a memorial from 
D. Welburn on boundaries. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. © 

LovurIsvILLE Conrrrrnce.—A. H. Redford presented a memorial’ 
from that Conference on the subject of Logan Female College. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Education. 

East Texas Conrrrence.—L. P. Lively presented a memorial 
frdm that Conference respecting the ordination of local preachers. 
Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Trinity CoNFERENCE.—R. Lane and others offered a resolution 
asking that 15 be substituted for 80 in Part II., Sec. 5, Par. 1, of the 
Discipline. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

West Texas ConFERENCE.—R. H. Belvin presented a memorial 
from that Conference asking for a change of boundary. Referred to 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Paciric CoNFERENCE.—O. Fisher presented a memorial from Visa- 
lia District on religious literature and a book depository on the Pa- 
cific coast. Referred to Committee on Books and Periodicals. Also, 
one on the subject of dancing, which was referred to Committee on 


Revisal. ‘ 
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On motion of A. Hunter, the vote appointing a special committee of 
nine was reconsidered; and the memorial of the Virginia Conference 
on District Conferences, which was referred to that committee, was re- 
ferred to Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, a memorial which had been referred 
to Committee on Itinerancy, was transferred to Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted, to wit : 


Resolved, That whenever a change shall be proposed in any part of 
our Discipline, the section, chapter, or paragraph, in which the change 
is proposed, shall be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, with the 
change proposed in said section, chapter, or paragraph. 

W. W. BENNETT; 
P. A. PETERSON. 


T. E. Bond and E. E. Wiley offered a resolution fixing May 23d as 
the day of adjournment, which was read and laid on the table till 
Monday. 

C. I. Vandeventer and B. H. Spencer offered a resolution on the 
publication of a Hymn and Tune-book, which was referred to Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. 

On motion of J. Hamilton, the Report of Committee on the Re- 
arrangement of the Discipline, presented by Bishop McTyéeire, was re- 
ferred to Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett, the resolution of J. E. raneeds and 
L. C. Garland, on which the Conference adjourned yesterday, was 
amended, and, on motion of W. M. Rush, was referred to Committee 
on Itinerancy. ; 

J. E. Evans and H.8. Wimberly offered a resolution asking that 
after the word “except,” page 45 of the Discipline, second line from the 
bottom, the words “on the trial of ministers” be inserted instead of 
“such as involves ministerial character.” Referred to Committee on 
Revisal. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson and E. H. Myers, the Committee on 
Books ani Periodicals was instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
publishing a monthly Review and Magazine, 

H. H. Montgomery submitted the plan of finance of the Mississippi 
Conference, which was referred to Committee on Finance. 

J. C. Keener submitted a communication from the editor of the Ger- 
man Evangelical Apologist. Referred to Committee on Books and Pe- 
riodicals. : 
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L. C. Garland asked and obtained leave of absence, on account of 
pressing professional engagements, until next Friday. 

L. M. Lee offered a resolution limiting the time for the reception of 
any papers referring to a change of Discipline to Thursday, May 12th, 
during the discussion of which the hour of adjournment having arrived, 
Conference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 9, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Andrew in the chair. 

Religious service was conducted by W. J. Parks. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair. 

B. Craven asked and obtained leave of absence for J.C. Slocum, lay 
delegate from North Carolina Conference, on account of pressing busi- 
ness, 

E. W. Sehon asked and obtained leave of absence for N. H. Lee, 
clerical delegate from Louisville Conference, on account of family af- 
fliction. ; : 

A. R. Boone, lay delegate from Memphis Conference; J. M. Mask, 
Reserve lay delegate from Memphis Conference, in place of L. C. Gar- 
land; S. T. Scott, Reserve lay delegate from Louisville Conference, in 
place of J. C. Walker; J. P. Ralls, lay delegate from Montgomery 
Conference; J. L. De Yampert, lay delegate from Little Rock Confer 
ence; and W. H. Foster, lay delegate from Louisiana Conference, ap- 
peared and took their seats. 

Reports of Committees were called for, and there being none, Peti- 
tions and Memorials were called for in the order of the Conferences. 

Virernia Conrerence.—L. M. Lee presented a memorial from 
Trinity Church, Richmond, asking for the abolition of the office of Pre- 
siding Elder, and for the admission of lay delegates into the Bishops’ 
Council. Referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

Norra CaroLina Conrerence.—B. Craven presented a petition 
from members of the Church in Charlotte, N. C., praying to be trans- 
ferred to the North Carolina Conference. Referred to Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Soutn Grorcra ConFERENCE.—R. W. Lovett and others presented 
a memorial on the relation of local preachers. Referred to Committee 
on Reyisal. : 

J. 8. Key presented one on the veto power of Bishops. Referred to 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

Mosrte Conrerence.—A. H. Mitchell offered a resolution on the 

12 
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organization of Sunday-schools and appointment of superintendents. 
Referred to Committee on Reyvisal. 

J. Hamilton presented a memorial on church-property held for the 
colored people in Mobile. Referred to Committee on Colored People. 

Louisiana CoNFERENCE.—J. C. Keener offered resolutions on the 
German Hymn-book and Evangelical Apologist. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. 

MississtpPr CoNFERENCE.—R. Abbey offered a resolution on church- 
architecture. Referred to Committee on Books and Periodica!s. 

Another on the propriety of establishing a mission in Mexico, Re- 
ferred to Committee on Missions. 

Mempuis Conrerence.—T. L. Boswell presented a petition of that 
Conference asking permission to dividegif found expedient, within four 
years. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Hoxston Conrerence.—J. M. McTeer offered a resolution on the 
boundaries of that Conference. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Paciric CoNFERENCE.—The delegation presented a petition asking 
for the establishment of a book depository in San Francisco. Referred 
to Committee on Books and Periodicals. Another on catechisms. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Revisal. 

The foilowing resolutions were then presented, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Episcopal Committee be, and they are hereby, in- 
structed to select and nominate one of our Bishops, or some other com- 
petent person, to write the Life of our late venerable Bishop Soule. 

i... Pres, 
J. E. Evans. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be directed to inquire into 
the propriety of so changing the language of the Discipline, where sus- 
pension is mentioned as a punishment, as to make the time of suspen- 
sion depend on the repentance and reformation of the suspended party. 

WHITEFOORD SMITH, 
W. P. Movzon. 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing Sec. 5, Chap. 2, page 61, of the Disci- 
pline, as follows: After the word “care,” in the fifth line from the top 
of the page, add the following, “or to any other appropriate work in 
which he may be useful as a minister of the gospel among us.” 


JosEeH C. PINNIX, W. BARRINGER, JoHN W. Leak, 
W. H. Bossrrt, J. C. Stocum, T. M. Jonzs, 
R. 8. Moran, N; REDD, B. Craven, 


Delegates from North Carciina Conference. 
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J.B. McFerrin presented memorials from 8.T. Moorman, the first 
reverring to Presiding Elders’ Districts—referred to Committee on Itin- 
crancy ; the second on missions—referred to Committee on Missions. 

On motion of Trusten Polk, 

Fesolved, That when this Conference adjourns, it adjourns to meet at 
the Second Street Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in this city. 

On motion of L. M. Lee, the question on which the Conference ad- 
journed, on Saturday, was taken up. 

A. A. Gilbert moved to amend the first resolution by adding, “unless 
by a vote of. three-fourths of the Conference.” This motion prevailed. 

On motion of H. A. C. Walker, it was farther amended by substi- 
tuting 14 for 16. 

Paul i deka moved to amend by omitting the words (i 
ceive or’ 

R.S, Moran moved to lay the amendment on the table. This mo- 
tion did not prevail, 

W. J. Parks moved the previous question. The motion was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and the amendment was lost. 

The resolutions were then adopted, as follows, to wit: ; 

Resolved, 1st, That from and after the 14th day of May, the General 

tonference will not either receive or refer to a committee any proposi- 
tion intended to affect a change in the language or laws of the Disci- 
pline, unless by a vote of three-fourths of the Conference. 

Resolved, 2d, That the Committee on Revisal, or any other commit- 
tee, be, and they hereby are instructed, on the completion of any report, 
changing the language or laws of the Discipline, to report the same 
forthwith to the General Conference, in order that it may be printed in 
the Daily Christian Advocate, for the consideration of the members of 
this body. ( Lrroy M. Lez, 

Jos. B. CorrrE.t. 

W. A. McCarty was put in the place of O. R. Blue on the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, and J. P. Ralls in the place of J. Mathews on the 
-Committee on Sunday-schools, from the Montgomery delegation. 

The resolution of T. E. Bond and E. E. Wiley, laid on the table on 
Saturday, was taken up. 

A motion of A. H. Mitchell to lay on the table was lost. 

J. E. Edwards moved to amend by putting Thursday, the 26th, in- 
stead of Monday, the 23d. 

M.S. Andrews moved 30th as a substitute. 

A. R. Winfield moved the previous question, which was sustained, 
and the substitute was lost. 
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The amendment was then put, and lost. 

The resolution was then carried by a vote of 123. 

Whereas, by diligence and promptness in attention to its business, 
this Conference can finish its work within two weeks; and whereas, ex- 
perience teaches that in all similar assemblies, expedition is attained by 
fixing a day of adjournment; therefore, Resolved, That this General Con- 
ference will adjourn, sine die, on Monday, 23d May. 

Tuos. E. Bonn, 
EK. E. WiIvey. 


The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to report 
to this Conference its action in regard to the resolution of Messrs. Ed- 
wards and Garland on the subject of the removal of the restrictions of 
the pastoral term, so that the subject involved be the order of the day 
at 10 a.m., Friday next. J. B. Corrrett,. 
R. H. Power... 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-schools are hereby instructed 
to inquire into the expediency—and report as early as possible—upon 
that part of the Bishops’ Address in which they recommend ;improve- 
ments in the interests of Sunday-schools, and report a plan—Ist, For a 
universal system of lessons; 2d, A monthly periodical in the interests 
of teachers; 8d, The publication of the Sunday-school Visitor once a 
week. All which to be published at our Publishing House, and under 
the supervision of an editor to be appointed by this Conference. 

JAS. WICKERSHAM, 
Gro. N. Lester. 


Resolved, That a committee of’ three be appointed to consider the 
practicability. of obtaining a collection of Church-musie, containing a 
variety of suitable tunes for all the metres in our Hymn-book, and 
adapted to the wants of our congregations in this respect. 

Cuas. F. Harvey. 


P. A. Peterson and P. Whitehead offered a resolution on Presiding 
Elders reporting to Annual Conferences educational statistics. Re- 
ferred to Committee on Education. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and, on motion of Thos. 
Reed, was laid on the table : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so arranging the Presiding Elders’ Districts as to 
reduce the number of Presiding Elders to one-half of the present num- 
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ber in each Annual Conference, and to provide for semi-annual rounds 
by Presiding Eiders in their respective Districts. 
. Levi D; Travers, 

JOSEPH HrnpRricKson, 

8S. J. BRADLEY, 

W. P. Conway, 

T. J. MAGRUDER, 

Asa SNYDER, 

S. T. Scott, Reserve delegate from Louisville Conference, was put 
on the Committee on Missions in place of W. B. Machen, and on the 
Committee on Sunday-schools in place of J. C. Walker. 

A. R. Winfield, of Little Rock Conference, was put on the Commit- 
tee on Reyisal in place of A. Hunter, and A. Hunter on the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries in place of A. R. Winfield. 

B. Craven and W. Barringer offered the following resolution, which 
was read and not adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be instructed to exam- 
ine the subject of catechetical instruction upon the doctrines and gov- 
ernment of our Church, and report what action, if any, should be had 
by this Conference on that subject. B. Craven, 

Wm. BARRINGER. 

F. E. Pitts.and six others of the Tennessee delegates presented a 
communication opposing the division of said Conference, which was 
read and referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

The Secretary presented copies of his Commentary and Questions on 
Matthew and Mark, and bound volumes of the Catechisms of the Church, 
and Sunday-School Visitor, which were referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, Conference adjourned with 
the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, May 10, 1870. 


Conference met, in the Second Street Methodist Church, at the stated 
hour, Bishop Marvin in the chair. 

Religious service was conducted by J. B. McFerrin. 

‘The Bishop announced the Committee on the Tune-book, to wit: 
C. F. Harvey, D’Arcy Paul, Thos. O. Summers. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. 

The upper side of the fifth window was made the bar of the house. 

John Mathews, clerical delegate from the Montgomery Conference, 
appeared and took his scat. 


a 
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W. L. Lipscomb, lay delegate from the Mobile Conference, appeared 
and took his seat. 

Reports of Committees were ther called for. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented Re- 
port No. 1 of that commitiee, which was read and laid 2a the table 
under the rule. It is as follows: 





REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 1. 


4 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. i: 

Your committee have had under careful consideration the Reirrange- 
men of the Book of Discipline, reported by the Special Committee 
appoliied by the last General Conference, and approve the same, «nd 
recommend its adoption by this General Conference, subject to such 
minor changes as may be judged advisable. 

They recommend also that all proposed changes be conformed to «xid 
arrangement, as to chapters, sections, pages, etc., as such conformity will 
render them easy of examination and comparison. 

Your committee have also had under consideration a memorial from 
the Mobile Conference, proposing a new and extended order of business 
for Quarterly Conferences, and recommend that it be not adopted. 

Also, a resolution offered by J. S. Key and J. E. Evans, proposing a 
change of Sec. IV., Ques. 3, page 53, of the Discipline, so as to author- 
ize Presiding Elders to appoint an elder to preside in Quarterly Con- 
ferences in their absence, and recommend non-concurrence. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. E 

J. Hamirton, Chairman. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Religious Interests 
of Colored People, presented Report No: 1, which was read, laid on the 
table for the present, and ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian 
Advocate. It is as follows: 





REPORT ON THE RELIGIOUS INTERESTS OF THE COLORED PEOPLE, NO. 1. 

The Committee on the Religious Interests of the Colored People beg 
leave to submit their first Report. 

We have had under consideration that part of the Bishops’ Address 
and all other papers referred to your committee ; and, after mature de- 
liberation, we submit the following resolutions for the adoption of the 
Conference : 

Resolved, 1. That the action of the last General Conference in refer- 
ence to an ultimate organization of the colored people of the M. E. 
Church, South, into a separate Church is complete, and therefore no 
additional legislation is necessary to the end intended. 
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2. That we fully approve the purpose of the Bishops, as expressed in 
their Address to this Conference, at an early day -to call a General Con- 
ference for our colored members, to organize them into a separate 
Church, as provided in the Discipline. 

3. That we: respectfully suggest to the Bishops to take measures to 
organize other Annual Conferences, wherever it may be proper to do 
so, that they may be represented in the contemplated General Confer- 
ence; provided, the time of the holding of said General Conference 
shall not be delayed thereby. 

4. That we appreciate the services rendered in this cause by Brother 
Thomas Taylor; and we do hereby commend him to the Bishops, should 
his services be needed in the farther prosecution and consummation of 
this organization. 

5. That all trustees now holding Church-property for the use of our 
colored membership, be instructed to make titles to said property to the 
properly constituted trustees of the Colored M. E. Church, South, ac- 
cording to the Discipline of said Church, when organized. 


Whereas, applications have been made by certain parties for the 
‘transfer of the title to property belonging to the M. E. Church, South, 
to congregations who have withdrawn from our Communion; and, 
whereas, we regard the property conveyed to our trustees, for the use 
of the colored congregations:of our Church, a sacred trust to be held for 
them; therefore, 

Resolved, 6. That it is the settled conviction of this body that the M. 
E. Church, South, has neither the legal nor moral right to transfer any 
property thus held to those who have withdrawn from our Church. 

7. That the disinterested service rendered our colored people in a 
time of need, by Rey. Samuel Watson, in the publication of the Chris- 
tian Index, deserves and receives the warmest commendation of this 
Conference; and we do hereby recommend that paper to our colored 
members as worthy of their patronage. 

8. That we commend the Colored M. FE. Church, South, when formed, 
to the warmest sympathies, earnest prayers and support: of the people 
of the South. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. Evans, Chairman. 


The Bishop then called for Petitions and Memorials. 

VirGinta CoNFERENCE.—L. M. Lee presented a memorial of the 
Virginia Conference Sunday-school Society on the ‘relation of baptized 
children to the Church. Referred to Committee on Sunday-schools. - 

Sourn CaroLina ConrErENcE.—A. M. Shipp presented a memo- 
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rial of the Rev. 8. H. Browne on the subject of war, which was referred 
to Committee on the Pastoral Address. 

Moxtcomery Coxrrrence.—M. 8S. Andrews presented a memorial 
from that Conference on the relation of local churches, ete., which was 
read and referred to Committee on Revisal. 

J. Mathews presented another from the same Conference on the or- 
canization of Sunday-schools, which was read and referred to Commit- 
tee on Revisal. 

MosiLte ConrerENCcE.—A. H. Mitchell presented a petition from 
that Conference on the insertion of a rule prohibiting worldly amuse- 
ments. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

J. Hamilton presented a memorial from the Columbus District on a 
Methodist University. Referred to Committee on Education. 

Hoiston ConFERENCE.—F’. W. Earnest presented a memorial on 
local preachers. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Triniry ConrerENcrE.—R. Lane presented a memorial of the 
Quarterly Conference of Canton and Garden Valley Circuit on boun- 
daries. Referred to Committee on Boundavies. 


The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so altermg the Discipline as to make chairmen 
of Boards of Trustees of Church-property members of the Quarterly 
Conference. W. H. Bogsrrt, 

- 'B. Craven. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting into the Discipline, as a part of the 
business of the Quarterly Conference, the following question: “Has the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper been regularly administered ?” 

W. A. McCarry, 
M. S. ANDREWS, 
W. SHAPARD. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part LI., See. 6, 
Par. 4, page 249, that all after the word “finance,” in the sentence— 
at the top of the page—shall be stricken out, and the following words 
inserted, to wit: “To consist of one clerical and one lay member of the 
Conference for each Presiding Elder’s District. The clerical members 
shall be appointed by the President of the Conference (unless otherwise 
ordered) at the close of its annual session, to hold their office until the 
close of the next ensuing Annual Conference session, and the lay mem- 
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bers shall be appointed ou the first day of the session during which 
they are to act.” ie R. 8. Moray, 
N. F. Ret. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Chap. IL, page 67, so 
as to strike out the whole of the 9th section. R. 8. Moran, 
. N. F. Ret. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be requested 
to consider the propriéty and importance of publishing a weekly news- 
paper for general circulation amongst all our people upon the plan here- 
tofore presented to the General Conference. C. Kk. MarsHatt, 

A. M. Supp. 


Whereas, the sufferings and necessities of orphans have in all ages 
claimed the sympathy and tender care of the Church of Christ ; and 

Whereas, the number of orphans in our land, and within the boun- 
daries of our Church, appeals with touching emphasis to the enlight- 
ened charity of all good and Christian.people; and 

Whereas, we deem the ordinary method of collecting great numbers 
of orphans into massive, solitary, gloomy, and expensive buildings, un- 
wise and contrary to the best interests of the orphans and of society— 
inasmuch as such children are unavoidably subjected to an unnatural 
and often most painful course of life, destroying the cheerfulness of 
childhood, and making the just and proper formation of character 
upon a high standard almost impossible—therefore, 

Resolved, That we regard it as desirable, in undertaking a general 
system for the accomplishment of the work of befriending and educat- 
‘ing orphans, we should consider the propriety of adopting a system ap- 
plicable to the boundaries of each Annual Conference, by which, under 
a suitable organization, a general supervision of orphans may be so 
arranged that orphans may be taken under the authority and manage- 
ment of such organizations, and boarded out in families, and supported, 
and educated, and trained up in home and family relations, and appren- 
ticed to learn appropriate trades, and thus rendered happy and useful. 

; ©. K. MArsHALL, 
A. W, Witson. 


The following resolution was offered, read, discussed at considerable 
jeneth, and not adopted : 

Resolved, That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, respectfully 
requested, by the General Conference now in session, to give to 
the Church an official definition of the clause, “unless in cases of 
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shee as . now stands in the General Rule against “ drinking spir- 
ituous liquors.” T. L. Boswe ct, 
J. M. Masx. 









ytionsof T. di, Bos gad J. M. Mask, 

That the Committee on Revisal be, and they are hereby, in- 
»9 inquire into the necessity and propriety of framing a specific 
inst the manufacture or sale of spirituous liquors by members 
Church, except for chemical and mechanical purposes. 

4. G. Brown and D’Arcy Paul offered a resolution on the support of 
tho ministry, which was read and referred to Committee on Finance, 
anu ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

D. R. McAnally and other delegates of St. Louis Conference offered a 
resolution requesting the Committee on Boundaries to inquire into the 
practicability of organizing a Conference in the State of Kansas, which 
was adopted. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and they are-hereby, 
respectfully requested to leave the Catechism out of the Book of Dis- 
cipline. D. R. McANALty, 

M. M. Puau, 
TrusTEN POoLx. 

J. O. Sweeney asked and obtained leave of absence on account of 
pressing business. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and referred to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries: ; 

Resolved, That the Pacific Conference be, and the same is hereby, 
authorized to divide its territory into two Annual Conferences at any 
time that may suit its convenience within the next four years. 

O. FIsHEr, 

T. C. Barron, 
W. E. Cocke, 
EK. K. Mirirr. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the answer to Ques. 5, Chap. II., page 50, line 7, of 
the Discipline, concerning Annual Conference action, on the passage of 
ministerial character, be so amended as to read as follows: “It being 
always understood that the passage of the character of a traveling 
preacher is the indorsement of the Conference that he has faithfully 
discharged all the duties pertaining to the office and order of his min- 
istry.” ; L. Prerce, 

J. 8. Key. 
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R. Lane and other delegates of Trinity Conference offered a resolution 
on boundaries, which was referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of W. P. Harrison and J. Boring, a special committes 
of five was ordered to consider the expediency of changing certain ex- 
pressions in the Ritual. : 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be requested to inquize into - 
the propriety of so amending the Jaw of the Discipline as to make a 
member holding a certificate of membership, amenable for his conduct 
to the particular church granting said certificate, and giving said church 
authority to discipline said member as though he should then be in reg- 
ular connection with said church. W. SHAPARD, 

Jos. B. CorTreEt. 


Resolved, That the venerable and beloved Dr. Lovick Pierce, one of 
the few men of God who connect us personally and directly with the 
fathers of American Methodism, be, and hereby is, affectionately invited 
and requested to preach a sermon to the General Conference now in ses- 
sion, at such time as may be most suitable to his convenience. 

R. J. Morean, 
W. C. Jonson, 
J. C. KEENER. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be requested to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Chap. IL. Sec. 4, page 
57, as after the words, “At the fourth quarterly meeting let the report 
af trustees be called for,’ to add these words: “And let the President 
of the Conference ask, Are there any vacancies to be filled, or any 
changes to be made in the Board of Trustees ?” 

A. G. Haycoon, 
T. M. MrriweErHer. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be requested to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part I., Chap. IV., Sec. 
4, page 127, as after the word “church,” insert this paragraph: “ Per- 
sons holding certificates of dismission from our Church shall be amena- 
ble to the authority of those charges in which they may reside.” 

‘ A. G. Haycoopn, 
JrssE Borrne. 


On motion of W. H. Potter and A. G. Haygood, the Book Editor 
stated the reasons that a Music-book for Sunday-schools has not been 
published, agreeably to the provision of the last General Conference. 
He stated that the Book Agent had taken steps for the publication of 
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said work, but it has been delayed on account of the circumstances of 
the Publishing House. 

J. Mathews, of the Montgomery Conference, was put on the Commit- 
tee on Sunday-schools in place of J. P. Ralis; and T. &. McCoy, lay 
delegate from the Baltimore Conference, on the Committee on Missions 
in place of W. P. Conway. 

F. E. Pitts and L. M. Lee offered a resolution on the arrangement of | 
the work on circuits, which called forth an extended discussion. W. M. 
Byrd moved to refer it to the Committee on Itinerancy. During the 
pendency of this question, the hour of adjournment having arrived, 
Conference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 11, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by A. H. Mitchell. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair, and called for Reports from Standing 
Committees. 

L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, presented 
Reports Nos. 1, 2, and 3, of that committee, which were read and 
adopted, as follows: : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 1. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to offer the following trib- 
ute to the memory of Bishop Soule: 

It is due to the eminent services rendered to the Church by the late 
venerable and beloved Bishop Soule, that this General Conference 
acknowledge the justice of the encomium passed upon his life and labors 
by his colleagues in their Episcopal Address, and that we, adopting 
their sentiments, express our admiration of his thorough devotion to 
God and to the best interests of mankind, throughout his long and hon- 
orable career in those offices of high responsibility he filled in the 
Church so faithfully and so usefully. We rejoice that we ever had so 
noble an example set before us of fidelity, purity, dignity, and self-sac- 
rificing devotion to duty and to principle—an example which we com- 
mend to all who would approve themselves to the Church and to the 
world as faithful ministers of the gospel of Christ. We acknowledge 
with profound gratitude the good providence which spared him so long 
to the Church as its counselor and guide, and which crowned a ripe 
old age with such blessings of serene peace and holy triumph as charac- 
terized his closing days. “So long as we live we will cherish his mem- 
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ory, and will hand it down to cur’sons and successors in the service of 
the Gis YY 
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sa. cit points of his life. 

Joshua Soule was born August 1, 1781. On the 19th of June, 1799, 
he was admitted into the traveling connection, and appointed ae 
Portland Cireuit in Maine. He was elected deacon in 1800 ; was elected 
Bishop at the General Conference of 1820; declined to be consecrated 
at that time, but was reélected and ordained in 1824; and died in tri- 
umph, March 6, 1867. 

But how much actual service and fruitful labor was crowded into the 
interval between these extreme dates, must be left to his biographer 
to say. , 

This body can now say no more than that, in common with the 
entire Connection, which he loved so well, we mourn the removal from 
the Church of so venerable and wise a leader, and pray that the mantle 
of our ascended Elijah may fall upon his sons and suecessors in the 
ministry. L. M. Ler, Chairman. 

Memphis, May 11, 1870. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 2. 


The Committee on Episcopacy recommend to the General Confer- 
ence the following action in respect to two of our honored Bishops, 
whose lives have been prolonged beyond the period of active service to 
the Church. 

The General Conference recognize the mercy of God in sparing to 
the Church the lives of the venerable Bishops Andrew and Early, that 
it may yet have the benefit of their wisdom and experience, and the 
illustration they give of a declining age, cheered by the consolations of 
religion, and hallowed by the recollections of a long and fruitful ser- 
vice for God and the Church. In their afflictions, and amid the infirm- 
ities of age, they will ever have the sympathies and prayers of the 
Church, and we heartily unite in the hope that they will find that the 
afflictions of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the 
glory that shall be revealed in them. The Conferences will always hail 
their presence with pleasure, and receive gratefully such service as they 
may still be able to render in the pulpit and the councils of the Church, 
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until the great Head: thereof shall reveal ‘9 them immortality and 
eternal life—which day we may wish, for our sakes, mey be long delayed, 
while for their sakes to depart and to be with Christ may be far better. 

'Recolved, That Bishops Andrew and Early be released as hereicfore 
. from active participation in the respensibilities of the Episcopal ofiice ; 
list we request that, as far as their health and circumstances will allow, 
they give to their colleagues and the Church at large the benefits of 
their experience and counsels. ¢ 

L. M. Lr, Chairman. 





Afemphis, ifey 11, 1870. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 3. a 
‘Phe Committee on Episcopacy have had under review the official 
service and Christian character of all our Bishops for the past four 
years, and we take great pleasure in reporting that the general testi- 
mony is highly honorable. to our chief pastors—and especially to those 
on whom the burden of active service now falls—for an industry, fidel- 
ity, and consistency, worthy of the days of the fathers of the Church. 
These years have been marked by a renewal of closer intimacy with the 
membership of the Church, and a wider and more particular distribu- 
tion of Episcopal labors among the people, in the intervals of Confer- 
ence sessions, than had been customary for some years preyiously ; and, 
as a consequence, their personal influence has been more generally felt, 
and their official character has made a deeper impress upon all its 
departments of labor. Improvement in all its interests has resulted, 
and the hopes of the future have grown brighter, as our Bishops have 
traversed the land, to guide the office-bearers in the Church and the 
ministry, and to preach the gospel of salvation. 

This testimony to their zeal and fidelity is due to those who have 
been abundant in labors during the past four years—often at the cost 
of long absence from their families, and of arduous travel and great 
sacrifice of home-comforts. In this they have proved themselves an 
example to those over whom they had rule; and they merit whatever 
encouragement commendation may give, to continue this. work until 
every section of the Church has become familiar with their presence 
and labors. 

Resolved, That the character of the Bishops pass, and that their 
administration during the last four years be approved. 


L. M. Ler, Chairman. 
Memphis, May 11, 1870. 


Bishop Doggett announced the Committee on the Revisal of the 


Be 
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Ritual, W. P. Harrieon, J. E. Edwards, R Ay Young, C.W. Miller, d. 
B. Cottrell. 

The following communication was received, and te call for Reports 
was suspended to hear it read, to wit: 

To the Bishops and General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 

im Conference assembled: 

Dear Breroren :—The Commissioners appointed by the General 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1868, to treat with 
similar Commissioners from other Methodist Churches,.on the subject of 
union, at a meeting held in Philadelphia, Noy. 23, 1868, appointed the 
Rey. Bishop Janes and the Rev. John McClintock, D.D., a deputation 
to bear to you a communication from them. Since then Dr. MeClin- 
tock has deceased, and, by the authority of the Commission, the Rev. 
William L. Harris, D.D., has been appointed to serve in his stead. 

The undersigned, now constituting the deputation, are present at the 
seat of your session, for the purpose of. presenting to you the communi- 
eation of the Commission, which we will be happy to do, either in per- 
son or by letter, as may best accord with your convenience and pleas- 
ure. Though we had proposed to ourselves the satisfaction of spending 
_ several days in witnessing the proceedings of your Conference, and 
enjoying the society of its members, the recent severe bereavement of 
our Church, in the death of several of her chief ministers, makes it 
necessary for us to return as soon as we can fulfill the simple duty 
assigned us. 

Truly and affectionately yours, E. S. JANES, 


W. L. Harris. 
Overton Hotel, Memphis, May 11, 1870, 


On motion of J. E. Evans, a committee of three was appointed to 
wait on Bishop Janes and Dr, Harris, and invite them to the Confer- 
ence-room. The Chair appointed Bishop Wightman, Trusten Polk, 
and LL. M. Lee on this committee. 

The call for Reports was then resumed. 

W. M. Rush, chairman of the Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
presented Report No.1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 1. 

Your committee to whom was referred the communication of Bishop 
Paine, in relation to his work, “ Lifeand Times of Bishop McKendree,” 
prepared by him in compliance with the request of the General Confer- 
ence, together with a paper from Drs. Keener and Garland, touching 
the same matter, would respectfully report: 
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That in their judgment the work is of so great value, not only be- 
cause it presents the Methodist Itincrant preacher in his true light as 
set forth in the labors, travels, and sufferings of Bishop McKendree, 
but because of its historic character, being the only reliable history of 
the Church, in many respects, during the period in which he lived, that 
it should be widely circulated throughout the Church, and measures 
should. be taken to perpetuate it for the benefit of coming generations ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the General Conference expresses not only its 
appreciation, but its unqualified admiration, of the manner in which 
Bishop Paine has discharged the laborious and delicate trust confided 
to him by the General Conference of 1854, in the preparation and pub- 
lication of the “ Life and Times of Bishop McKendree.” 

2. That the Conference regards the work as an extremely valuable 
and timely contribution to the general, and particularly to the consti- 
tutional, history of the Methodist Church in America during the 
most eventful period of its development, as well as a faithful and inter- 
esting delineation of the character and labors of the venerable Mc- 
Kendree. 

3. That the Bishops be, and they hereby are, requested to put 
it into the Course of Study’ prescribed for undergraduates in our 
ministry. 

4, That we accept, and hereby tender our thanks to Bishop Paine 
for the copy of his work that accompanied his communication, and that 
it be preserved in the archives of this General Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Russ, Chairman. 

Memphis, May 11, 1870. : 

J. Hamilton, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 2. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 2. 

Your committee have had under consideration a memorial from the 
Virginia Conference upon the subject of District Conferences, and report 
the following, to be adopted as Sec. 3 of Chap. IL, of the new ar range- 
ment: 


Question. What directions are given concerning District Confer- 
ences? 

Answer 1. There shall be held annually, in each Presiding Elder’s 
District, a District Conference. The time shall be fixed by the Pre- 
siding Elder, and the place by the Conference, 
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2. The District Conference shall be composed of ‘all the preachers in 


the District, both traveling and local, and of laymen, the number of 
whom, and their mode of appointment, each Annual Conference may 
determine for itself. 

3. A Bishop, or, in his absence, the Presiding Elder, shall preside; 
and if both be absent, the Conference shall elect a President. 

4. The Conference shall elect a Secretary, who shall keep a record 
of all its proceedings. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Conference to inquire particularly 
into the condition of the several charges in the District: (1) As 
to their spiritual state, and the attendance upon the ordinances and 
social meetings of the Church. (2) As to missions within the District, 
where new ones should be established, or what missions should be raised 
to circuits and stations. (3) As to Sunday-schools, and the manner 
of conducting them, and as to education generally. (4) As to their 
financial systems, their contributions to Church-purposes, and the con- 
dition of houses of worship and parsonages. 

6, The District Conference shall elect annually, by ballot, from 
the District, four delegates to the ensuing Annual Conference: pro- 
wided, no member of the Annual Conference shall vote in said elec- 
tion, 

7. At these Conferences, prominence shall be given to religious 
exercises, such as preaching, prayer-meetings, love-feasts, and the 
administration of the sacraments. 

Your committee also had before them a second memorial from the 
Virginia Conference, asking a change in Chap. II., Sec. 5, Ans. 3, 
of the Discipline, by striking out the clause which limits the number 
of appointments in a Presiding Elder’s District to fourteen, and recom- 
mend that the General Conference do not concur. 

Respectfully submitted. J. Hamitton, Chairman. 


On motion of T. M. Finney, it was ordered that all Reports of 
Standing Committees. be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, unless 
otherwise ordered. 

S. Bobo, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, submitted 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
for the present. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 1. 


The Committee on Sunday-schools beg leave respectfully to present 
the following as their Report No. 1: 
The committee share with the Bishops in the gratification expressed 
18 
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in their Address to the General Conference, that “the whole Sunday- 
school interest has assumed a magnitude and importance never before 
known in the history of the Southern Methodist Church.” Good 
and wise men will accept this fact as one of the most hopeful 
signs of the times. It furnishes a+rcason for both gratitude and 
encouragement. When it is considered that thousands of the best 
men and women of our Church are engaged in the religious edu- 
cation of not less, it is believed, than a.quarter of a million of our 
children, no argument can be needed to magnify our conception of the 
capabilities for doing good of an institution that occupies such a field, 
and that is intrusted with such opportunities. 

Your committee are encouraged by the fact that the mind and 
heart of the Church are being turned to the great question of bringing 
our Sunday-schools to the highest point of efficiency. While we have 
certainly made some progress, your committee are convinced that our 
whole system of Sunday-school instruction may be greatly improved. 
Practically, we are without a system, and it is hardly an exaggeration 
to say that each one of our Sunday-schools is-a law unto itself. This 
may be attributed, in large measure, to the incompletenesss and unsat- 
isfactoriness of our Sunday-school appliances. Our Church has fur- 
nished but few books to our schools; and these, we are sorry io say, 
have not been favorably received. Our most successful superintendenis 
have felt so deeply the need of other and more,satisfactory readizg- 
books and requisites, that, in many cases, they have been constramed 
to seek for them in other quarters. 

The Bishops say, in their Address: “ We think you may find it prac- 
ticable to adopt measures that will secure a uniform scheme of instruc- 
tion, with texts furnished at our own Publishing House.” Your com- 
mittee believe that the reasonableness of this opinion cannot be ques- 
tioned, and that the ‘desirableness of such a scheme of instruction wil! 
hardly be doubted. 

After careful inquiry into the facts of the case—collated from a very 
wide field—your committee have come reluctantly to the conclusion 
that our child’s paper, “The Sunday-school Visitor,” has not met the 
wants of our schools, nor competed successfully with its many anJ 
attractive rivals for their patronage. 

The Bishops suggest the possibility of “the publication of a monthiy 
journal adapted to teachers and the older classes of pupils.” We kno» 
that many of our best Sunday-school workers have long felt the need. 
of such a publication to aid them in the use of the most approved 
method of Sunday-school instruction. 
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There is another subject of grave importance, not mentioned in that 
part of the Bishops’ Address, upon which we have been instructed to 
report, but that has been urged upon our consideration by various 
memorials and resolutions referred to us, and that we believe to be 
-appropriate to the subject-matter of this Report—the want of a book 
of Sunday-school music that shall enable us not only to teach our chil- 
dren to sing, but (borrowing the language of a resolution passed by 
the last General Conference) teach them “to sing with a view to their 
participating in the singing of the congrégation in public worship.” 

Our Church does not afford such a book of Sunday-school musie.: 
Of necessity, therefore, our Sunday-school workers have looked else- 
where for the supply of their wants. Our schools are using, perhaps, 
not less than forty different books of Sunday-school music. We have 
seen as many as thirty-seven varieties advertised in a single issue of one 
or our Church-papers. Upon such a plan as this, it is inevitable that 
our children will be so taught as not to “participate in the singing of 
the congregation in public worship.” We do not hesitate to say that 
not one of these books properly meets the wants of a Methodist Sun- 
day-school. Indeed, their compilers have almost whoily excluded 
Methodist hymnology from these collections. 

‘We say nothing here as to the causes of our failure to meet the 
various wants of our Sunday-schools; but having carefully investigated 
the subject, we beg leave to commend to the consideration of this Gen- 
eral Conference the closing sentence of that part of the Bishops’ 
Address that refers to our Sunday-school interests. The Bishops say: 
“We recommend the appointment of a suitable person to be specially 
intrusted with the oversight of these vital interests.” 

Your committee submit the following resolutions for the adoption of 
the General Conference: 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend the adoption by our Sunday-schools 
of the best system of uniform lessons that can be procured, in connec- 
tion with the best Church-catechisms that have been or can be prepared. 

2. That we advise the publication, at the earliest practicable day, 
of “a monthly journal adapted to teachers and the older classes of 
pupils.” 

3. That no pains should be spared to make our children’s paper, in 
its literary merits, in the style of its illustrations, as well as in its 
mechanical execution, all that our schools require, and the equal of the 
best children’s paper published in this country. 

4, That it is recommended that our children’s paper be issued in 
such form that it may be distributed weekly among the children. 





196: JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


5. That this General Conference hereby directs the publication of a 
suitable book of Sunday-school music, as soon as practicable. 

6. That in order to meet the various wants of our schools, the*entire 
Department of Sunday-school Literature and Requisites (including 
Sunday-school music) be placed undex the superintendence of a compe- 
tent man, to be elected by this General Conference, who shall be known 
as Sunday-school Secretary, and who shall. devote his entire timie to 
this work. 

7. That the Book Committee be instructed to fix the salary of the 
Sunday-school Secretary, and to afford him a competent support. 

8. That in case of a vacancy in the Secretaryship of the Sunday- 
school Department, in the interval of the sessions of the General Con- 
ference, by death, by resignation, or otherwise, the Bishops are hereby 
instructed to appoint his successor till the ensuing General Conference. 
S. Bozo, Chairman. 

The call was again suspended for the introduction of Bishop Janes 
and Dr. Harris, who were introduced by the Bishop. 

The following communication was presented by Bishop Janes, and 
read by the Secretary. It is as follows: 

To the Bishops and General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
in Conference assembled: 

DeEaAR BRETHREN :—By the action and authority of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held in Chicago in May, 
1868, the undersigned were appointed a Commission, in behalf of said 
Church, to treat with a similar Commission from any other Methodist 
Church, on the subject of union. 

The Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who also consti- 
tute a part of this Commission, in May, 1869, communicated to the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the fact that such 
a Commission had been appointed, and expressed to them the conyic- 
tion that the Commission would be happy to meet a similar one from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the purpose contemplated 
in its appointment. 

Ata meeting of this Commission, held in Philadelphia, November 
23, 1869, a resolution was unanimously adopted, approving the afore- 
said action of the Bishops. Nevertheless, the Commission, as such, and 
as constituted by the General Conference, being desirous of discharg- 
ing its duties m the fullest and most acceptable manner, deemed it 
proper to make a farther communication on this subject, addressed to 
the Bishops and General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, to. meet in Memphis, in May, 1870. 
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The fact that the General Chrigarones of the Methodist Episeopal 
Church appointed this Commission, shows that, in the judgment of that 
body, there are now no sufficient reasons why a union may not be 
effccted on terms equally honorable to all, and that the realization of 

-2ch union is very important and desirable. 

Macire that you may see this subject in the same light, and that it 
may be your pleasure to appoint a similar Commission to confer with 
us eietibity to the meeting of our next General Conference in 1872; 21d 
praying that you may be prospered in all that pertains to the welizr 
cf a Christian Church, and desiring your prayers in behalf of 
Church we represent, that we may share a like prosperity, we are, dear 
brethren, yours in Christ Jesus, Epmunp. §. JAxes, 

Levi Scort, 
MarrHew SIMpPson, 
Epwarp R. Ames, 
Davis W. Cirark 
Epwarp THOMSON, 
Luxr Hrrcwcocx, 
Danren. Curry, 
JoHn McCurnrockx, 
JoHN LANAHAN, 
Joun G. Bruce, 
Tuomas M. Eppy, 
JAMES PIKE,. 
Witiiam L. Harris; 

’ Philudelphia, Nov. 23, 1869. Commissioners. 





After the reading of the communication, Bishop Janes came forward 
and thus addressed the Conference : 

“Having presented, that document, we consider that our official duty 
is performed. There is one incident, however, in connection with this 
matter, to which I think it proper to refer. When that document was 
provided for, it was not intended to be made public, until it was pre- 
sented here at this time. Its being made public is not by the action or 
approval of this Commission. It was its intention in a dignified and 
delicate manner to make this communication, and it was not intended 
to be heralded in the papers, that there should be any discussion over it 
that it could be made use of to the advantage or the disadvantage of 
any party. I think it due this Commission to say that this has not been 
done by our action or approval. I deem it proper to say farther, that 
{ believe that the General Conference has acted with Christian im- 
pulse and candor. 
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“T am sure that this Commission acts from religious convictions and 
with perfect candor. The action of the General Conference was limited, 
and you can interpret it as wisely as Ican: This Commission was 
appoiited to treat with similar Commissions from other Methodist 
Churches. I do not understand that it is authorized to take any def- 
nite action, but only that it might learn what embarrassments are in the 
y of whion, and ascertain in what manner union may be effected. in 
2 deputed to bear this document, I was not authorized to negotiate 
“on any question, but I judge that we can confer together with the view 
to receive or give any information on.this subject. I believe this is a 
<mple and true explanation, so far as respects the Church which we 
represent. l¢do not think that any of us can expect that perfect 
crganice union can be effected at once, without much negotiation. The 
history of the past five years will not justify us in entertaining such a 
hope, and yet we do believe that the prayer of Christ will be heard, 
and the day will come when his people shall be one. I am not willing 
to lead this Conference to any action but what is-justified by the action 
of the Conference I represent. I would do great injustice to my own 
feelings did I not add that it affords me great pleasure to look upon 
my brethren whom I have known in years gone by. I thank God for 
his preserving kindness, and for his blessings conferred upon you. I: 
also gives me pleasure to be present at your deliberations, and I pray 
that grace may be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.” 

Dr. Harris being invited to address the Conference, said: “It is 
impossible for me to add any thing to what has already been said, except 
that I most cordially agree with the Bishop touching the feeling of the’ 
Church and the purpose of the Commission which we represent.” 

Dr. Keener said: “I have listened, together with the rest of my 
brethren, with great pleasure to the Christian and very earnest spirit 
of our brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Coming to us as 
they do across a period of disaster and division, they are especially 
grateful to us. As to this proposition which comes to us with the pres- 
tige of their Church, I think we should pause for a moment to exam- 
ine into itsmeaning. If I understand the Journal of the M. E. Church 
on this point, this Commission extends to the African M. E. Zion 
Church, and to all other Methodist Churches wishing to seek union 
with them. I will read the resolution adopted by them on this question 
from the Journal of the last General Conference of the M. E. Church, 
which I hold in my hand: 

“<Resolved, That the Commission ordered by the General Conference 
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to confer with alike Commission from the African M. E. Zion Church, 
to arrange for the union of that body with our own, be also empowered 
to iveat with a similar Commission from any other Methodist Church 
that may desire a like union.’ 

“Tf I understand that, this Commission is to treat with any Churches 
tuxt may be knocking for admission at the door of the M. E. Church, 
uot to knock for admission at the door of any other Church. if 
tuis be the condition of things, then there is a great difficulty in enter- 
taining any proposition looking to union, because of the original 
instructions of their Gi cer, But if they come before us desiring 
fraternal intercourse, another difficulty presents itself—they do not come 
authorized to negotiate for union. I therefore offer the following reso- 
lutions, which I move to be referred to a special committee to be 
appointed on this question : 

“Resolved, 1. That gratefully recognizing that Providence which has 
hitherto guided us, multiplied us, and strengthened our hands under 
trying conditions, both of war and peace, as a Church of Jesus Christ, 
we earnestly desire to cultivate true Christian fellowship with every 
other branch of the Christian Church, and especially with our breth- 
ren of the several branches of Methodism in this country and in 
Europe. 

“2. That the action of our Board of Bishops at their last annual meet- 
ing in St. Louis, in response to the Message from the Board of Bishops 
of the M. E. Church, has the full indorsement of this General Confer- 
ence, and accurately defines our position in reference to any overtures 
which may proceed from that Church, having in them an official ani 
proper recognition of this body. 

“3. That the distinguished Commission now present, of the General 
Conference of the M. E. Church at Chicago in May, 1868, appointed 
by it specifically, to confer with Commissioners from the African M. E. 
Zion Church, to arrange for union with that body, and to treat with a 
similar Commission from any other Church which may desire a like 
union, cannot, in our judgment, be construed, without great violence, as 
having been constituted by that General Conference, a committee to. 
bear its fraternal expressions to the General Conference of the M. E. 
Church, South. - 

“4, That we are highly gratified at the visit of the Commission as 
indicative of the return of proper Christian sentiments and relations 
between the two great branches of Northern and Southern Methodism, 
and that we extend to them personally our highest regards as brethren 
beloved in the Lord.” 
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J. E. Eyans moved to appoint a committee of nine to take this sub- 
ject under consideration. 

Bishop Janes said: “It is proper for me to say, before that motion 
is put, that of course we abide by what is said in the Journal of the 
General Conference, and yet I think it does not correctly represent the 


object of the appointment of this Commission. It was not appointed 


with the sole object of conferring with the Commission of the African 
M. E. Zion Church, but before its appointment this subject in question 
came up, and this Commission was appointed with the understanding 
that it was alike to the Methodist Churches throughout the country. 
Perhaps we have transcended our bounds in thus coming at the present 
time, and not waiting to be first approached on this subject. But we 


~ did not esteem ourselves so highly as to think that all these Churches 


should first knock for admission. We judged it proper to inform these 
Churches of the appointment of this Commission, and that it would 
give us pleasure to meet them. I think this explanation is due. Dr. 
Keener’s remarks were justified by what he has read from the Journai.” 

The motion of J. E. Evans prevailed. 

Bishop Janes rose and said: “ My colleague thinks that I have made 
a mistake in my remarks concerning the Journal of the General Con- 
ference. I meant to say that Ido not think the Journal represents 
fully the action of the Conference. The Commission was provided for 
in that resolution, but not appointed at that time.” 

. A. L. P. Green, Trusten Polk, J. C. Keener, L. C. Garland, Robert 
Alexander, James Jackson, A. W. Wilson, G. W. Williams, and E. K. 
Miller, were appointed the committee to which the subject was re- 
ferred. 

The call was made for Reports of Special Committees, and none 
being presented, the Chair called for Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals. 
The Conferences were called in order, and the following responded : 

Sourn Carotina Conrerencr.—A. M. Shipp presented a memo- 
rial of G. W. Sullivan on the right of appeal on the part of laymen in 
certain cases. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

MosiLe Conrerence.—J. Hamilton presented a memorial from 
the Meridian District favoring the transfer to District-meetings the 
power to give’and renew licenses to local preachers. 

Lirrte Rock Conrerencre.—A. R. Winfield presented a commu- 
nication on the Home Monthly. Referred to Committee on Books and 
Periodicals. 

The following resolutions were then presented, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisal be instructed to inquire 
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into the propriety of inserting after line 2d, page 12, of the reirrange- 
ment, or at the end of.paragraph 16, page 71, in the Discipline, the 
following: “17. On the removal of any member of his charge to an- 
other, to write immediately informing the preacher in charge of the 
work to which such member has removed, whether with or without a 
certificate.” Cuas. TAYLor, 
. H. P. Waker. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline, Chap. IT., Sec. £, page 
50, last paragraph in the answer to Question 5, as follows: A‘zer the 
word “charge” strike out the phrase, “Last filled by him,” and insert 
in place of it, “In which he resides.” Then it will read thus: “ When 
a traveling preacher is located he shall be amenable to the Quarterly 
Conference of the charge in which he resides until he presents his <er- 
tificate of location to that or some other Quarterly Conference.” 
Tuos. H. REEp, 
R. 8. Moran, 
W. M. Barrincer. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be requested to inquire into 


the expediency of amending the Discipline, (new arrangement,) page 
15, Answer 1 to Question 4, eighth line after the word “Church,” by 
. adding the following words: “And they shall report the extent and 
result of their labors to the fourth Quarterly Conference.” 
W. H. Boperrt, 
B. Craven, 
N. F. Rem, 
T. M. Jonzs. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be requested to consider 
the propriety of fixing a limit as to the time within which, as a general 
rule, a certificate of Church-membership shall entitle a member to 
readmission into our Church. J. E. Epwarps, 
B. CRAVEN. — 
Resolved, That somuch of the revised Discipline as refers’ to the duty 
of stewards and the support of the ministry be, and the same is hereby, 
referred to the Special Committee on Finance. \ 
: A. G. Brown, 
D'Arcy Pavt, 
id A. R. WINFIELD, 
TRUSTEN POLK. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be instructed 
to consider and report upon the expediency of publishing a monthly 
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periodical devoted to the cause of Missions, to be under the editorial 
supervision of the Missionary Secretaries. 
W. G. E. Cunnyncua, 
J. OC. Krenn, 
* ‘J. HAMILTON. 

Resolved, That. the Committee on Revisal be, and they are hereby, 
instructed ¢o inquire into the propriety of so amending the Discipline, 
Chap. VI, See. 5, page 26, (new arrangement,) beginning after the 
word “care,” by inserting the following: “ Froyided, that if in any case 
said committee should refuse or neglect to perform their duty, the 
preacher in charge shall proceed to investigate the ‘ report,’ and if he is 
there.y convinced that the purity and peace of the Church requires a 
trial, he shall prepare a bill of charges and specifications himself.” 

T. L. Boswett, 
J. M. Masx. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of getting up a map, showing the bound- 
aries of our several Conferences. | DPD. SULLINS, 

‘ C. Lone, 
J. M. McTzrEr, 
L. M. Les, 
J. C, KEENER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of reporting in favor of creating the office 
of “Book and Periodical Superintendent” in every Society, to be nom- 
inated by the preacher in charge, and elected by the Quarterly Confer- 
ence annually, but the appointee to hold the office until a successor 
has been nominated and elected: his duties to be under the direction 
of, and in codperation with, the preacher in charge, to assist in the cir- 
culation of the books and periodicals of the Church, and to be respon- 
sible to the Quarterly Conference of which he shall be ew officio a mem- 
ber. . A. L. P. GRrEEn, 

GUILFORD JONEs, 
T. L. Boswet1, 
A. R. WINFIELD, 
R. J. Morcan, 
Mriton Brown, 
G. G. DIBRELL, 
W. C. Jonnson. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be, and they 
are hereby, requested to report upon the expediency and propriety of 
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enlarging the Nashville Advocate to double its present size, and the 
election of a corps cf not less than threo editors by this General Con- 
ference for the same, who shall devote their entire time to the interest 
of said paper. F. W. Earnest, 
W. F. Rein, 
R. 8S. Moran. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and the same is hereby, 
instructed. to consider the propriety of adding the following nek 
on the duties of Bishops after the word “institution,” Ans. 2 of Ques. 3 
See. 5, Chap IL, page 61, of the Discipline, and when requested by an 
al Gaiflenbe, to appoint a preacher to travel at large, and do 
such work as the Conference may direct. H. P Watkes, 

C W. Miier., 


The following resolutions were offered, read, and not adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing our marriage ceremony, so as to have 
the pronunciation of marriage made with civil as well as religious 
aspects; and also the expediency of removing therefrom the inquiry 
as to objections to the solemnization of the bans. 


’ 


A. H. Mrrcne tt, 
R. ABBEY,» 
THOMAS REED. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of so amending the Book of 
Discipline, Chap. IL, Sec. 3, page 45: For “four lay representatives, 
one of whom may be a local preacher,” insert “one lay representative 
from each station, circuit, or mission, two of whom may be local 
preachers.” J. M. BINKLEY, 

W. J. Crark. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire 
into, and report upon, the propriety of altering the Discipline, Chap. 
IIL, Sec. 4, on page 104, fourth item in the first answer in that Sec- 
tion. Strike out the words, “at every quarterly-meeting,” in the latter 
part of the first sentence, and insert, “at least once in every quarter,” 
so as to read, 4. “Let the Lord’s Supper be administered monthly, in 
every congregation, wherever it is practicable; and where it is not 


practicable, at least once in every quarter.” Jos. C. Prnnix, 
J. C. Stocums, 


JouHNn W. LEAK. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed. to inquire 
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and report, whether or not it was the intention of the General Confer- 
ence, in establishing monthly Church-meetings, to do away with class- 
meetings; and also to inquire and report as to the expediency of 
requiring the preacher in charge to hold at least one class-meeting 
every month, and incorporating among the questions now asked in the 
Quarterly Conference this question, or one of similar import, of the 
preacher in charge, viz.: ‘‘ Have you held a class-meeting, at least once 
a month, in your charge, and do you regularly and faithfully attend to 
this duty ?” . B.'H. Powsi1, 

J. R. RoGers, 

J. P. Rais, 

J. E. Groce. 

Fesolved, That the Committee on Revisal are hereby instructed to 
incuire into the propriety of amending our Discipline in Ans. 3 to 
Ques. 3, on page 75, in fifth line from the bottom, after the word 
“example,” by the addition of the words, “ Will you faithfully and 
constantly eschew the introduction of political questions in the services 
of the Church ?” “W. M. Rusu, 

Tuos. M. Finney. 

Pp. A. Peterson, P. Whitehead, and D’Arcy Paul offered a resolution 
concerning the solemnization of matrimony between divorced persous, 
which was referred to Committee on Revisal. 

C. W. M ler offered resolutions proposing changes in the Ritual on 
Baptism. Referred to Committee on Ritual. 

A. H. Redford presented certain music- books, which were referred 
to Committee on Sunday-school Tune-book. 

J. P. Ralls and J. Mathews offered a resolution favoring the estab- 
lishment of a paper for the youth of our Church. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. 

L. Pierce, 8. Anthony, and J. S. Key offered a resolution on infant 
baptism and the relation of baptized children to the Church, which was 
read and laid on the table under the rule. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on the Religious Interests of the 
Colored People was taken up, acted on item by item,and adopted. (See 
p. 182.) 

A resolution of A. L. P. Green, amended by W. H. Fleming, favor- 
ing the payment of expenses incurred in, carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of this Report, was laid on the table. 

The question on which Conference adjourned on yesterday was taken 
up, and the motion of W.M. Byrd to refer the resolution of F. E. 
Pitts and L. M. Lee ‘to the Committee on Itinerancy, was carried. 
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Report No. 1 of the Committee on Revisal, laid on the table on yes- 
terday, was taken up and discussed ot somo leueth, when the previous 
question was moved by A. Monroe and sustaincd by the Conference. 
The Report was adopted. (See page 182.) 

A resolution of 'T. 8. Moorman and §. Bobo, proposing a change in 
the General Rules, was ollered, read, and laid on the table under the 

mate 

A paper submitted A W.8. Baird and A. W. Wilson, on rebaptism, 
was read and referred to Committee on -Ritual. 

The Chair announced the Committee on the Pastoral Address, in 
connection with the Bishops, as follows: Clerical—O. Fisher,-E. H. 
Myers, A. H. Mitchell, H. A.C. Walker, J. B. McFerrin; Lay—D’Arcy 
Paul, A: H. Colquitt, J. E. Groce, T. J. Magruder, R, az Morgan. 


_ The hour of adjournment having ar rived, Chatemie adjourned with 
the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 





Thursday Morning, May 12, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by A. Hunter. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

W. Headen, lay delegate from the West Texas Conference; J. W. 
Harris, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference; O. R. Blue, cleri- 
cal delegate from the Montgomery Conference; J. M. Swinford, lay 
Reserve delegate from the Pacific Conference, in place of W. R. Bain, 
appeared and took their seats. 

G. G. Dibrell, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference; J. C. 
Mitchell, lay delegate from the St. Louis Conference; L. L. Mack, lay 
delegate from the Arkansas Conference ; C. G. Epperson, lay delegate from 
the Missouri Conference, asked and obtained leave of absence on account 
of business ; Trusten Polk, lay delegate from the St. Louis Conference, 
asked and obtained leave of temporary absence on account of official 
business; IF. W. Earnest, lay delegate from the Holston Conference, 
obtained leave of absence on account of family affliction. 

J. E. Edwards, chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, presented Re- 
port No. 1 of the majority, and also the Report of a minority of said com- 
mittee, which were read, and made the order of the day for Friday at 
10 o’clock a.m. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 1. 


The Committee on Itinerancy having considered the resolution signed 


by J. E. Edwards and L. C. Garland, proposing a change in Par, 2, 
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Ques. 3, Sec. 5, page 60, of our Book of Discipline, which was referred 
to the committee, with instructions to inquire into the expediercy of 
making the change proposed, and to report the action of the committee 
to the Conference in time to make it the order of the day for 10 o’cleck, 
Friday, May 18, beg leave to report>the following resolution, as the 
resus of their deliberations, sustained by a majority of the commiitee, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy deem it inexpedicrt to 
recommend the adoption of that portion of the resolution signed by J. 
E. Edwards and L. C. Garland, which contemplates a change in the 
time of the pastoral term. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 


MINORITY REPORT. 

J. E. Edwards, A. T. Mann, J. B. Cottrell, and James Mackey, on 
behalf of the minority of the Committee on Itinerancy, beg, leave re- 
spectfully to differ with the majority in the report submitted to the Con- 
ference on the resolution signed J. E. Edwards and L. C. Garland, ask- 
ing a change in Par. 2, Ques. 3, Sec. 5, page 60, of our Discipline, and 
submit for the adoption of the Conference the following resolution, in 
lieu of the resolution reported by the majority of the committee, viz. : 

Resolved, That the General Conference do concur in the change pre- 
posed, in Par. 2, Ques. 3, Sec. 5, page 60, of our Discipline, as recited 
in the resolution, signed by J. E. Edwards and L. C. Garland. 

JosEpH B. Corrretu, 
JoHN E. Epwarps, 
A. T. Mann, ; 
James Mackey. 

W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, pre- 
sented Reports Nos. 2, 3, 4, of that committee, which were read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 2. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the memorial of J. G. Jones, 
of Mississippi, on the subject of a more general circulation of our 
Church-literature, would report that, having carefully examined the 
paper, we cannot recommend to this General Conference the adoption 
of such system of agencies as is proposed. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 8. 

The attention of your committee being directed by the General Book 
Agent, in his Quadrennial Exhibit, to a claim which we hold against the 
Government of the United States, would respectfully report, that, 
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Whereas, by the occupation of the Southern Methodist Publishin 
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States, a just claim has inured to the Publishing House ag 
United States, for rents and damages; therefore, 
fesolved, That a Commission be appointed by the General Confer- 
ence to present and presecute a claim for rents and damages to the 
Southern Methodist Publishing House against the Government of the 
United States. 
Respectfully submitted. * W.-M. Rusu, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 4. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the memorial from Louis- 
ville, asking for the removal of the Publishing House from Nashville to 
Louisville, beg leave most respectfully to report back that paper to the 
General Conference for its action. _ W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

The subject of the Louisville memorial was made the order of the 
day for Tuesday, May 17, at 10 o’clock. i 

J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Reyvisal, presented Report 
No. 3 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 3. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 3: 

Your committee have had before them sundry memorials upon the 
subject of the appointment of Superintendents of Sunday-schools, and 
recommend to change Ans. 2 to Ques. 4, Sec. 3, Chap. IL, page 9, new 
arrangement, so as to read: “To supervise the instruction of children, 
and the interests of Sunday-schools, and, upon nomination by the 
- preacher in charge, to annually elect the Superintendents.” 

Also, a paper proposing to make the election of stewards annual. 
With this your committee concur, and recommend that Ans. 1, Ques. 4, 
Sec. 15, Chap. IIL, page 18, new arrangement, be amended by adding 
the words “to be elected annually.” 

Your committee recommend to amend Ans. 1, Ques. 1, Sec. 2, Chap. 
II., page 6, new arrangement, by striking out the words “ within its 
bounds,” and inserting the words “ with such Conference.” 

Also, to amend Ans. 3, Ques. 1, Sec. 2, Chap. II., page 6, new arrange- 
ment, hy striking out the words “and relations.” 

The committee also recommend that the Answer to Ques. 1, Sec. 3, of 
Chap. IL. page 8, new arrangement, be amended by striking out “ Meet- 
ings” and inserting “Conferences.” 
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Also, that Ans. 9, Ques. 4, Sec. 3, of Chap. IL., page 9, new arrange- 
ment, be changed to Ques. 5, to read as follows: ‘ What order of busi- 
ness shall be observed in the Quarterly Conferences?” 

Also, that the words “of which he may be, ex officio, a member,” 
Ans. 2, Sec. 4, Chap. IL, page 10, newarrangement, be stricken out. 

The committee had before them sundry memorials requesting that 
trustees be made members of the Quarterly Conferences. We find that 
this had already been done by the new arrangement. 

The resolution of W. A. McCarty and others, requesting the addi- 
tion to the business of the Quarterly Conference of the question, “Has 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. been regularly administered?” was 
non-concurred in. ; 

The recommendation in the memorial from the Virginia Conference, 
that to the questions asked in an Annual Conference, be added the 
question, “ What ministers are received from other Churches?” was not 
concurred in, 

The recommendation in the same memorial, that the rule in regard 
to arbitrations for the settlement of questions that-may arise between 
‘members of the Church, be restored to the Discipline, is concurred in. 

The recommendation contained in the memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Piedmont, Baltimore Conference, proposing a division of 
Ques. 1, in the business of a Quarterly Conference, is now in the new 
arrangement. 

The preamble and resolution of F. W. Earnest, Holston HOPE e 
concerning local preachers, was not concurred in. 

Also, the resolution of R. 8. Moran and N. F. Reid, proposing to 
strike out Ans. 9 to Ques. 1, Sec. 5, Chap. IL, page 59, of Discipline, 
was mot concurred in. : 

The memorial from the Virginia Conference, requesting farther leg- , 
islation on the subject of temperance; also a resolution on the same 
subject, signed by T. L. Boswell and J. M. Mask, together with a me- 
morial from the Visalia District-meeting, Pacific Conference, calling 
for additional legislation on the subject of dancing; also a paper on the 
same subject from the Mobile Conference, are returned to the General 
Conference, with the request that they be referred to the Committee on 
the Pastoral Address. 

Respectfully submitted. J. Hamruron, Chairman, 

The Chair then called for Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals, 

J.S, Martin presented a memorial of the Baltimore delegation, ask- 
ing the Publishing House to be transferred to Baltimore. Referred 
to Committee on Books and Periodicals, ordered to be published in 


1870. ] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 209 


the Daily Christian Advocate, and made the order of the day for Tues- 
day, at 10 o’clock. 

A communication was received from Bishop Early, expressing a hope 
that he will be at the Conference before its close. 

A communication from Mount Sterling (Ky.) Disirict-meeting of 
colored people was received, and referred to Committee on Religious 
Interests of Colored People. 

An invitation was received from the Rev. Dr. Collins, Bacon of 
the State Female College, to attend a complimentary entertainment to 
the Conference, May 13, at 8 p.m., at the College. 

A. G. Brown, J. E. Edwards, and D’ Arey Paul offered a resolution 
on change of Ritual. Referred to Committee on Ritual. 

O. Fisher and T. C. Barton offered a resolution on the trial of a trav- 
eling preacher. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

The delegation from Montgomery Conference offered a resolution 
favoring the ordaining of ministers by the President of a Conference, 
in absence of a Bishop, which was read and laid on the table. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adding the following words 
to the answer to Ques. 1, Sec. 3, Chap. IT., to wit: “It shall be the duty 
of all the members of the Quartezly Gdalegenne to attend its sessions, 


unless providentially hindered.” W. P. Harrison, 
W. J. Parks. 
B. H. Spencer and C. I. Vandeventer offered a resolution respecting 
the standards of Methodisra, which was ee and metered + to the Col- 


lege of Bishops. 

C. Taylor and W. J. Clark offered a resolution on statistics, which 
was read and referred to Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

On motion of R. S. Moran, the Committee on Books and Periodicals 
was instructed to inquire into the expediency of publishing a Quarterly 
Review. 

The Chair announced the committee of nine on the Circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures, as follows: OC. I. Vandeventer, J. E. Evans, T. 
L. Boswell, A. R. Boone, W. V. Tudor, I. P. Garvin, T: W. Moore, G 
A. Dannelly, H. Jewell. ; 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Revisal was called up. 

J. E. Edwards moved the adoption of all that part which refers to 
District Conferences. It was taken up item by item. 

W. M. Prottsman moved to amend Answer 1, by striking out “a,” and 
inserting “one or more”—which motion did not prevail. 
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D. R. McAnally moved to strike out “shall,” and insert “may ”— 
which motion was lost. 

Answer 1 was then adopted. 

A.L. P. Green moved to strike out “and such,” to the end of Answer 
2, and insert “all the members of the Quarterly Conference.” 

M. 5. Andrews moved as a substitute, “said Conference shall be com- 
posed of, all the official members within the District and four electors 
chosen by each Quarterly Conference.” 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the substitute and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

S. W. Moore moved to amend by striking out all after “local,” and 
inserting “the class-leaders, and stewards, and superintendents of Sun- 
day-schools, and one member from every church, to be leche by said 
church.” This motion was laid on the table. 

A. R. Winfield called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, the question was put, and the second Answer was adopted. 

Answer 3 was read, and P. A. Peterson moved to amend by adding 
the words “from among the traveling elders of the District.” This 
amendment, on motion of A. R. Winfield, was laid on the table. 

The third Answer was then adopted. 

Answer 4 was then adopted. 

R. 8. Moran moved to amend ih: fourth itcm in Answer 5, by add- 
ing the following words: “and report to the Annual Conference.” 
This amendment, on motion of A. R. Winfield, was iaid on the table. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, the items 2 and 4 were transposed. 

The fifth Answer was then adopted. 

R. §. Moran moved to amend Answer 6, by inserting before the word 
“provided ” the following words: “and also to elect one of these four 
to serve on the Finance Committee at the next session of the Annual 
Conference.” This amendment, on motion of A. R. Winfield, was laid 
on the table. 

W. HW. Kilpatrick moved to strike out the proviso. A motion to lay 
the amendment on the table did not prevail. The question was put, 
and the amendment was lost. 

Answer 6 was then adopted. 

W.-M. Rush moved as Answer 7: “To license and renew the license 
of iocal preachers, and sbbostunee ds to the Annual Conferences proper 
persons for admission into the traveling connection, and proper persons 
tor deacons’ and elders’ orders.” After considerable discussion, A. R. 
Winfield moved to lay it on the table. The motion was ‘lost. The 
question was then put on the amendment, and it was not adopted. 
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The hour for adjournment drawing near, Bishop Janes was invited 
to address the Conference. He came forward and said: 

“TI very much regret that circumstances make it necessary for me to 
leave your Conference and your city this afternoon. It would have 
deen a very high gratification to me to have enjoyed your society ; espe- 
cially am I interested in witnessing your proceedings, as this is the first 
Conference in which I have seen the action of lay delegation, and I 
confess that what I have witnessed has given me much pleasure. I 
think I can say that I anticipate, though it is not positively certain, 
that the laity will be associated with us in the highest legislations of 
our Church. I especially regret the necessity of leaving at this time, 
since the Committee on Public Worship has invited us to preach. I 
wish it understood that I do not decline from any other reason but that 
Tam compelled to be absent on other important business. I hope it 
will be understood. It would certainly be a pleasure to me to remain 
and to listen as I have done to others of you. 

“T desire to acknowledge thankfully the generous hospitality extended 
to me by the committee, and I wish to acknowledge the official and 
personal courtesy extended to me as a body, and by a very large part 
of the Conference as individuals. I think that I can say, in behalf of 
those whom we represent, that it will give us pleasure to reciprocate it 
at any time. I again invoke the blessing of our common Parent and 
our one Saviour upon the individuals of this Conference,and the Church 
you represent. May the blessing of God be and abide with you all! 
Amen.” 

The Bishop having taken his seat, Dr. Harris arose and said: 

“T desire to say that I have spent the last two days with great per- 
sonal satisfaction. I came here a stranger, acquainted with only two 
of your body, and they received me as old friends, and I reciprocate 
the feelings which they expressed; and now, in leaving, I desire to 
express to you, and through you to the committee, my profound thanks 
for the Christian courtesy which you have extended to me. I shall 
bear it ever in mind. And I unite with the Bishop in invoking the 
richest blessings upon you and upon your Church.” 

On motion of Jesse Boring, the session was extended to finish action 
on the Report. 

Answer 7 was then adopted. 

P. A. Peterson proposed the insertion of another answer, to be num- 
bered 7: “The District Conference shall have power to elect the 
trustees of District parsonages, and to authorize the sale or removal of 
said parsonages, when it may be necessary.” This was not adopted. 


212 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


J. E. Edwards moved a reconsideration of the vote to adopt Answer 
2. This motion did not prevail. 

On motion of E. H. Myers, all that part of the Report referring 
to District Conferences was adopted. 

The last paragraph was read, and pending its discussion, Conference 
adjourned with the doxology, and the benediction by Bishop Janes. 


Friday Morning, May 15, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

Divine servicé was conducted by W. Barringer. 

The Minutes were read, ‘corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Paine, on behalf of the College of Bishops, begged to be 
excused from serving on the Committee on the Pastoral Address, they 
being unable to attend to that matter. 

Bishop, Pierce took the chair. 

On motion of J. C. Keener and A. W. Wilson, the Committee on 
the Pastoral Address was discharged, and the Bishops were requested 
to prepare the same. 

A.C. Allen, Reserve clerical delegate from the Memphis Conference, 
in place of G. W. D. Harris; and J. D. Giddings, lay delegate from 

the Texas Conference, henekeed and took their seats. 

The Chair then called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

J. E. Edwards, chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and, on motion of L. 
M. Lee, was laid on the table for the present. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 2 


The committee has considered the memorial “of the official mem- 
bers of Trinity Station,” Richmond, Va., asking “for the abolishment 
of the office of Presiding Elder, so far as it relates to the larger towns, 
and the admission of the lay element to the Bishops’ Council, as a part 
of the appointing power of the Church,” and recommend that the Gen- 
eral Conference do not concur in the petition of the memorialists. 

The paper, also, signed 8. T. Moorman, Richmond, Va., praying a 
change in the number of appointments allowable in a Presiding Elder’s 
District, with other changes in relation to administration, has been con- 
sidered, and the committee recommend non-concurrence on the part of 
the General Conference. 

The resolution, signed by F. E. Pitts and L. M. Lee, recommending 
a change, where practicable, in our circuits, so as to embrace four regu- 
lar appointments, with preaching on Saturday as well as Sunday, with 
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class-meetings, love-feasts, etc., has been considered, and the committee 
recommend that the General Conference do not coneur in the reso- 
lution. cans Jno. E. Epwarpbs, Chairman. 


W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
presented Reports Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8,9, which were read and adopted, as 
foilows: | 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 5. 


‘Your committee having had under consideration that item in the Ex- 
hibit of the Agent of the Publishing House relating to the New Or- 
leans Depository, would beg leave to recommend that it be continued 
under the supervision of the Publishing House, so long as it shall be 
sel“sustaining and may be: deemed to be useful to the Church by the 
Book Agent. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Russ, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 6 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals report that they do not 
<sem it advisable to undertake the publication of a weekly newspaper, 
as proposed in the resolution of C. K. Marshall and A. M. Shipp, 
referred to them. 

Respectfully submitted. . ~W. M. Russ, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 7. 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals having had under consid- 
eration that portion of the Report of the Agent of the Publishing 
House relating to the Christian Advocate, and also a resolution .of F. 
W. Earnest and others, suggesting an enlargement of the paper to 
double its present size, and the election of a corps of not less than 
three editors, report for adoption the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the Christian Advocate ought to be enlarged, and 
that the enlargement be made so soon as the Agent may deem it expe- 
dient. 

2. That the size of the enlarged form be left to the discretion of the 
Agent, and the editorial management, as heretofore, be under the charge 
of one editor. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


. REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 8. 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals have had referred to them 
a memorial from the delegation of the Pacific Conference, in reference 
to a series of catechisms for the children of the Church; and beg leave 
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to refer the memorial back to the General Conference, with the recom- 
mendation that it be referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

The committee also recommend the reference to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools of so much of the Report of the Agent of the Pub- 
lishing House as relates to the Sunday-school Visitor and the proposed 
publication of a monthly paper for teachers in Sunday-schools, and an 
eclectic catalogue of Sunday-school publications. 

Respectfully submitted. '  W. M. Russ, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 9. 


The Committee on Books and ‘Periodicals, to whom the subject of 
church-architecture was referred, have considered the same, and, as 
the result of their deliberations, have ‘adopted the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, 1. That the Book Agent be instructed to procure, in con- 
nection with the Book Editor, the preparation of a manual on church- 
architecture, adapted to the wants and character of Southern Meth- 
odism, both in city and country, and particularly with the view of 
improvement in the design and construction of houses of worship, at 
comparatively small cost. 

2. That the Book Agent publish said manual, when procured, in a 
small, cheap volume. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

Reports Nos. 10 and 11 of the same committee were also presented, 
read, and laid on the table for the present. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 10, 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals have had before them the 
recommendation of the Agent of the Publishing House to publish a 
monthly periodical combining the features of a Review and Maga- 
zine ; and also a resolution offered by P. A. Peterson and E. H. Myers, 
proposing a monthly combining the features of'a Religious Magazine 
and a Theological and Literary Review; and also a paper offered by J. 
P. Ralls and J. Mathews, recommending the publication of a monthly 
periodical particularly adapted to the youth of the Church. 

Upon the whole subject thus referred to them, the committee report 
for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Agent of the Publishing House be authorized atid 
instructed to publish a monthly magazine, of high grade, to be called 
The Home Circle, of which an editor shall be appointed, who shall be 
elected by the General Conference. 


Respectfully submitted, W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOORS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 11. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the communication of Prof. 
A. 8. Stark, editor of The Home Monthly, having considered the same, 
would recommend that the proposition of Prof. Stark be accepted, and 
that the Book Agent be authorized to make a fair and equitable ar- 
rangement with Prof. Stark for his interest in The Home Monthly. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Revisal, presented Report 
No. 4 of the committee, which was read: that portion which relates 
to the transfer of certain papers to other committees was adopted, and 
the remainder of the Report was laid on the table for the present. It 
is as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 4. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 4: 

Your committee had under consideration a memorial from the Mont- 
gomery Conference respecting local Church-organizations, and do not 
judge any legislation is required upon that subject. 

They have also considered the resolution referred to them, signed by 
N. F. Reid, R.S. Moran, and W. M..Barringer, proposing a change 
in Ans. 3 to Ques. 4, Sec. 11, Chap. IIL, page 15, new arrangement. 
by striking out the words “last filled by him,” and inserting “in which 
he resides.” In this your committee concur. 

Also, that the word “other,’ in same answer, before the words 
“ Quarterly Conference,” be stricken out. 

A resolution was referred to the committee, signed by W. P. Harri- 
son and W. J. Parks, proposing to add the words, “ It shall be the duty 
of all members of the Quarterly Conference to attend its sessions, un- 
less providentially hindered,” to Chap. II., Sec. 3, and Ques. 1. In this 
recommendation your committee do not concur. 

The committee had before them a memorial from the Baltimore Con- 
ference, and also one from the Jefferson Station, Trinity Conference, 
proposing a change in the name of the Church, by striking from it the 
word “South.” Both of these papers are reported back to. the General 
Conference, to be considered in Committee of the Whole. 

Also, a paper signed by the delegation of the North Carolina Con- 
ference, proposing that Chap. IL., Sec. 5, page 61, of the Discipline, be 
changed, by inserting after the word “care,” the words, “or to any 
other appropriate work, in which he may be useful as a minister of the 
gospel among us.” This paper is also returned to the General Confer- 
ence, with the request that it be referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 
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Also, a resolution from the Piedmont Station, Baltimore Conference, 
requesting that the right to nominate trustees to fill vacancies that may 
occur in Boards, may be vested, by specific legislation, in the preacher 
in charge, ete. Your committee are of the opinion that no farther leg- 
islation is necessary—Sec. 16; page 19, being sufficiently explicit. 

We recommend that the words “in joint” be stricken out of Ans. 
5 to Ques. 2 of the same section (16). 

The paper signed by H. P. Walker and C. W. Miller, proposing a 
change in Ans. 2 to Ques. 3, Sec. 3, Chap. IL, page 61, of the Disci- 
pline, is reported back to the General Conference, with the request that 
it be referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The resolution signed by D. R. McAnally and others, requesting that 
the Catechism be left out of the Discipline, was concurred in. 

A resolution from the South Carolina Conference, requesting that 
provision be made for the election of trustees for District parsonages, 
was before the committee, and in compliance with it, we recommend the 
adoption of the following as Ans. 6 to Ques. 2, Sec. 16, page 19, new 
arrangement: “ Trustees of District parsonages shall be appointed by 
the District Conferences, upon nomination by the Presiding Elder, and 
shall be responsible to the Quarterly Conference of the charge within 
which the property may be located.” 

Respectfully submitted. J. Hamirron, Chairman. 

S. Bobo, chairman of Committee on Sunday-schools, presented Re- 


port No 2 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 2. 


Your Committee on Sunday-schools respectfully submit, as supple- 
mentary to Report No. 1, in which a Sunday-school Secretary was rec- 
ommended, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That each Annual Conference elect a Corresponding Sec- 
retary to represent the Sunday-school interests of that Conference to the 
Sunday-school Secretary elected by the General Conference. 

Simpson Bonu. 

Also, Report No. 3 of the same committee, which was read: the first 
paragraph, referring to Summers’s Commentary, was adopted, and the 
remainder was laid on the table for the present. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 3. 


Your committee submit as their Report No. 3, the followmg, 
Resolved, That we hail with pleasure the accession’ to our Sunday- 
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school text-books, of the Rev. Dr. T. O. Summers’s valuable Commen- 
taries on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, and recommend their use 
by our teachers in the preparation of their Sunday-school lessons. 

Your committee respectfully return to the General Conference the 
resolution from the Montgomery Annual Conference, asking that the 
Discipline prescribe a method for “organizing and relating the Sunday- 
school to the Church,” with the recommendation that the request be 
not concurred in by the General Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. ‘Suupson Boso, Chairman. 


Also, Report No. 4 of the same committee, which was read and laid 
on the table. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 4. 


Your committee have considered the various resolutions referred to 
them as to the expediency of providing for the election of Sundeay- 
school Superintendents by the Quarterly Conferences, and beg leave to 
report that, in the judgment of your committee, such provision is not at 
this time expedient. Smipson Bono, Chairman. 


J. EK. Evans, chairman of Committee on Religious Interests of the 
Colored People, presented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was 
read and adopted, as follows : 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE RELIGIOUS INTERESTS OF THE COLORED 
PEOPLE, NO. 2. 

The Committee on the Religious Interests of the Colored People beg 
leave to submit Report No. 2: 

The committee have had under consideration the memorial from 
Mount Sterling District-meeting, in reference to perfecting the organi- 
zation of the colored people, as provided for in the Discipline, and also 
suggesting a name for said organization; and report that the subject- 
matter of said memorial, except the name, has been already reported 
upon, and adopted by this Conference. In reference to the name of the 
contemplated organization, your committee are of opinion that they 
will naturally take the name of “ Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South,” being the colored members of the M. E. Church, South, simply 
set up to themselves. But when said organization is perfected, they 
will have control of the question of name, as well as of all other mat- 
ters pertaining to a complete and independent Church, and may there- 
fore act in that matter as in their judgment will promote the best in- 
terests of the colored people. 

Respectfully submitted. ‘J. E. Evans, Chairman. 
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The hour for the order of the day having arrived, a motion of M.S. 
Andrews to suspend it was lost. 

Report No. 1 of the Majority of the Committee on Itinerancy was then 
called up and read—also, the Repor% of the Minority. 

E. W. Sehon moved the adoption of the Report of the Majority. 

J. E. Edwards moved, as a substitute, the adoption of the Report of 
the Minority. 

After discussion by R. A. Young, J. B. Cottrell, and J. E. Edwards, 
in favor of the substitute, and by W. A. aes E. W. Sehon, A. R. 
Winfield, and L. Pierce, against it, R. S. Moran moved that J. E. Ed- 
wards and L. ©. Garland, movers of the resolution referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Itinerancy, be allowed to speak on this question without re- 
gard to the fifteen-minutes’ rule. This motion did not prevail; but, on 
motion of C. K. Marshall, they were allowed to speak half an hour 
each on this question, 

J. E. Edwards resumed his speech, and at the expiration of the time, 
on motion of J. C. Keener, he was allowed fifteen minutes more. 

The discussion was continued by T. E. Bond, A. S. Andrews, and W. 
M. Rush, in opposition to the substitute. 

J. C. Deming asked and obtained leave of absence. 

L. C. Garland was recognized as having the floor. 

The following dispatch was received, read, and the Secretary was in- 
structed to forward an affirmative response : 


Czarueston, 8. C., May 12, 1870. 
To the General Conference of the M. Id. Church, South: 


The South Carolina State Sunday-school Convention send heart-felt 
and prayerful greetings to the General Conference at Memphis: Fathers 
and Brethren :—If your hearts are as our hearts, give us your hands. 


Amen. Wm. H. Hicxs, Pres't. 


The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 14, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair, and called for Reports of Stand- 
ing Committees. ' 

W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, pre- 
sented Report No. 12 of that committee, which was read, and, on mo- 
tion of A. Monroe, was adopted, as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 12. 


Your committee having considered the resolution offered by R. S. 
Moran, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of publishing a 
unre rly Review for our Church, beg leave to report that, in their 
judgment, such a publication is inexpedient at present. 

Your committee have also had under consideration the resolution of 
W. G. E. Cunnyngham and others, instructing them to inquire into the 
expediency of publishing a monthly periodical devoted to the cause of 
Missions, to be under the editorial supervision of the Missionary Sec- 
ice and would report that, in their judgment, such a publication is 

inexpedient ; but would recommend the Missionary Secretaries to make 
2 Jiberal use of the columns of our Church-papers. : 

Also, your committee. having considered a resolution offered by D. 
Suliins and others, in relation to a map of the boundaries of the An- 
nual Conferences, beg leave to report that, in their judgment, such a map 
is not in sufficient demand to justify its manufacture and publication. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Revisal, presented Report 
No. 5 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 5. 


Your committee have had under consideration a paper signed by R. 
W. Lovett, A. H. Colquitt, and James Jackson, asking that the words 
“one-fourth of whom may be local preachers,” in Chap. IL, Sec. 1, and 
Ans. 1, page 5, new arrangement; and the words “one of whom may 
be a local preacher,” in Sec. 2, Ans. 1, of the same chapter, may be 
stricken out. The committee so far concur in this request as to recom- 
mend that the first sentence named be so changed as to read, “one of 
whom may be a preacher.” 

A paper was referred to the committee, signed by Charles Taylor 
and H. P. Walker, requesting that at the end of Chap. II., Sec. 7, 
Ans. 16, page 71, of Discipline, the following words be added: “On 
the removal of any member of his charge to another, to write immedi- 
ately, informing the preacher, in charge of the work to which such 
member bas removed, whether with or without a certificate.’ With 
this request your committee recommend non-concurrence. 

A paper signed by P. A. Peterson, Paul Whitehead, and D'Arcy 
Paul, was referred, asking a rule to govern our ministers in celebrating 
the rite of marriage in the case of divorced persons. With this request 
the committee recommend that the Conference do not concur. 
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Also, a resolution signed by J. E. Edwards and B. Craven, request- 
ing the General Conference to fix a limit within which letters of mem- 
bership shall entitle the holders to be received into the Church. Your 
committee think it inexpedient to fix such limit. 

A resolution signed by R. Lane, J. M. Binkley, and others, was be- 
{sre the committee, asking that the word “thirty,” in Part IL., Sec. 5, 
Art. 1, of Discipline, be substituted by the word “fifteen.” Such 
change was judged inexpedient. 

A paper was referred to the committee, signed by E. K. Miller, T. C. 
Beston, and others, asking for the preparation and adoption of a form 
fer recognition of the Church-membership of baptized children, and 
iis assumption by themselves of their baptismal obligations. Your 
committee find this already provided in the rearrangement of the Dis- 
cipiine, } 

A resolution signed by A. G. Haygood and T. M. Meriwether, pro- 
posing a change in Chap. IL, Sec. 4, page 57, of the Discipline, rela- 
tive to the call made in Quarterly Conferences upon trustees, was be- 
_ fore the committee, and in its judgment such call is already provided for. 

A second resolution, signed by A. G. Haygood and J. Boring, asked 
an amendment in Part IL, Chap. IV., Sec. 4, page 127, of the Disci- 
pline, by inserting after the word “Church” the following: ‘“ Persons 
holding certificates of dismission from our Church shall be amenable 
to the authorities of those charges in which they may reside.” Your 
committee recommend non-concurrence with the request. 

The committee recommend that in Ans. 3, Sec. 5, Chap. VI., page 
27, new arrangement, after the words “of trial” the words “suspension 
or” be inserted. Also, that at the close of Answer 3 the following be 
added : “In cases of suspension, the suspended person shall not be restored 
until satisfactory evidence be given of repentance and reformation, un- 
less the innocence of the accused shall have been made apparent.” 

A memorial by G. W. Sullivan, of South Carolina, was referred to 
the committee, asking that the right of appeal be given to prosecutors, 
and especially to laymen, when dissatisfied with the decision of a 
Quarterly Conference in a trial. Your committee are of the opinion 
that the request cannot be granted. . : 

Respectfully submitted. J. Hamruton, Chairman. 


L. C. Garland, chairman of Committee on Education, presented Re- 
port No. J of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 1. 

The assertion that Methodism is unfriendly to learning, or that at 
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any time it has disdained to avail itself of its advantages, is a libel 
upon a Chureh which was originated within the walls of one of the 
most venerable and renowned universities of the world—a Church— 
whose founder was a man of extensive, and waried, and accurate know!- 
edge, and who, to the end of his life, did all in his power to improve the 
intellectual as well as the spiritual status of his followers. Mr. Wesl y 
was a scholar; but—what was far better—he was a holy man of God 
—a man who, with the great Apostle of the Gentiles, “counted all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his 
Lord”—a man who knew how to hold learning within its legitimate 
sphere, and to apply it to its properends. He was also a reformer of the 
corruptions and evils brought upon the Church of England by pride, 
and formalism, and self-indulgence, and philosophy, falsely so called. 
As was to be expected, the high, the noble, the worldly-minded, the 
rich, the sensual, the wise in their own conceit, had no ear to lend to 
doctrines and teachings like his; and he was forced to turn aside 
to the humble, the poor, the ignorant, and the despised. In this 
fact we make our boast, for in this he had the imprimatur of the great 
Head of the Church, who laid it down as one of the infallible marks 
of his kingdom, “that unto the poor the gospel is preached ”’—an evi- 
dence, this, of apostolicity worth all the lines of pretended prelatical 
descent drawn up in the pride and the fancy of pretentious men. And 
whenever we shall lose the spirit of Wesley—his devotedness to the tem- 
poral and eternal welfare of the poor; whenever we shall so modify 
his system as to fail to thrust out into the work of the ministry, god, 
men, men of one business, and that the business of spreading scriptu>1 
holiness throughout these lands, and carrying the gospel, in its simplic- 
ity and purity, to the door of every man who will hear it, we she'l 
have lost one of the features of our conformity to the Apostolic Church, 
and you may then write “Ichabod” upon all the institutions peculiar 
to Methodism. 
Whilst, then, from the force of circumstances, Mr. Wesley’s follow- 
ers were drawn chiefly from the ranks of lower life, and were, for the 
most part, poor and unlearned ; and while he preached to them noth- 
ing but the gospel in its utmost simplicity, and determined: to know 
among them nothing but Christ and him crucified, yet his Journal, his 
positive declarations upon the subject, and his establishment of schools, 
show that he felt at heart a deep solicitude for the intellectual as well 
as the moral elevation of his people. And the very system which he 
adopted for this end, has been perpetuated, and modified, and enlarged 
by his followers in England, until the intellectual status of the Church 
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is not inferior to that of any other, and until Methodism in England 
has become a social and moral power, respected and felt throughout the 
realm. 

And just so it has been in America. The simple, heart-felt, experi- 
mental, self-sacrificing religion we preach, has never been, and will 
never be, popular with the world. Cur mission was at first chiefly to 
the middle and lower orders of society. We followed emigration to the 
very verge of civilization, and preached the gospel in the remotest and 
darkest corners of the land. But our founders were not unmindful of 
the intellectual condition of those whom they had brought to the foot 
of the cross. Though not very successful in this line of effort, yet 
Bishop Asbury attempted the establishment of schools. Not long after 
his time, the Church became more deeply sensible of the power of edu- 
cation either to evil or to good, and waked up more fully to the neces- 
sity of educating her own sons and daughters, if she would keep them 
in sympathy.and union with herself. Our Methodist children were ed- 
ucated at institutions either under the direction of other denominations 
cf Christians or under the direction of the State. In the former case, 
they were drawn away, but too often, into the Communion of those by 
whom they had been fostered; and in the latter, into the ranks of the 
ungodly and the profane. It thus became, as it continues this day io 
be, a solemn and imperative duty laid upon the Church to educate its 
own youth. In the discharge of this obligation, colleges have sprung 
up to the number of about forty within the bounds of this General 
Conference. It is even questionable whether we have not overleaped 
our object and inflicted an injury upon the education of the Chureh by 
multiplying our colleges to an extent which has prevented us from mak- 
ing any one of them as complete and useful as we might desire it to be. 
A half-dozen judiciously-located institutions of learning, having con- 
centrated upon them the money and patronage which have been dis- 
tributed among the forty, would have served our purpose better—have 
given a higher character to the education of the Church, and have met 
more perfectly the demands of the age. If the number cannot now be 
reduced, let the Church take warning from the past, and in the future 
avoid increasing the evils arising from.this source, by declining to erect 
additional colleges, excepting where they may be absolutely required ; 
and to repair the mischief already done, let it address itself with ear- 
nestness and energy to the proper establishment of the institutions 
already under its patronage. 

We have read with gratification the Reports sent up from a number 
of the colleges under the patronage of the Church. We feared that, 


1870.} THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 223 


‘ 


amidst the wreck and ruin brought upon the country by the devasta- 
tions of war, none of our institutions were at present selfsustaining. 
But the facts in regard to several show that they are out of debt, and 
are carrying on their operations without the creation of new debts; 
yet those in the best condition are sorely suffering from the want of 
funds to enlarge their capacity for usefulness. We trust the liberality 
of our people will furnish the requisite amounts speedily. 

But what has given us most gratification is the moral and religious 
condition of our schools. It was reported of one of them, that there 
had never passed over it a single year without a revival of religion; and 
that of the students who had entered it from the first of its operations 
until now, about two-thirds had been converted ‘to God, and had ied 
lives consistent with their religious profession. No wonder the Faculty 
had never, since the redpening of its halls after the war, had occasion 
to enforce the discipline of the institution by the suspension or the cis- 
mission of a solitary student. And in this regard the institution referred 
io is not singular, for, without exception, a like satisfactory condition is 
reported from all the other institutions heard from. 

‘We dare say that specific reports from our other institutions, had 
they reached the committee, would have shown the most of them, both 
male and female, to be in a like state of moral soundness and useful- 
ness. What clearer evidence could we demand of God’s approbation 
upon our efforts to train up in his nurture and admonition the children 
of the Church? Is not our educational enterprise in this, its most im- 
portant aspect, viz., the preservation of the morals and the develop- 
ment of the Christian sympathies of the young, a great and glorious 
success ? 

It is amazing that our people do not consider these facts in their true 
significance, and that so many of them persist in patronizing institu- 
tions of learning where the principles of their children are corrupted 
and their habits vitiated, or where, if their morals are preserved, they 
lose their sympathy for the Church of their fathers. This must be be- 
cause of a supposed superiority in the educational appointments of: the 
institutions they patronize. If such be really the fact, the deficiencies 
in our own institutions ought to-be removed, and they ought to be ele- 
vated in character until our people shall prefer to patronize them over 
any others in the land. It will not do, in the support of our institu- 
tions, to depend upon the sectarianism of Methodists. The truth is, 
they have too little of it—too little of that sectarianism which loves 
the Church for the Church’s sake. Far better would it be for the in- 
stitutions of the Church if we had more of this spirit of sectarianism 
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among us. If we loved the Methodist ‘Church more, because it is our 
Church, we would rally around its institutions and support them, de- 
spite of any deficiencies that may temporarily attach to them; and in 
that case, through unity of effort, such deficiencies would be most likely 
to be speedily removed. 

Again, our people who patronize other institutions rather than their 
own, cannot be sufficiently impressed with the fact that an education is 
purchased at too dear a price, when that price is the wreck of moral 
character, or the loss of the Christian sympathies of early life. What 
thanks does a father owe to an institution of learning that returns to 
him his-son, it may be, with all its blushing honors, thick and fresh 
upon his brow, and yet that son a profligate? 

Never was there a greater mistake than that which is becommg so 
prevalent at the present day, that mere intellectual culture is of itself 
adequate to exalt the virtue and secure the happiness of a people. It 
was never so at any period of the world. The contrary is susceptible 
of the clearest proof from the history of our race, In all nations, the 
periods of greatest literary distinction have been the periods of great- 
est moral corruption; as witness the Periclesian age in Greece, the 
Augustan age in Rome, the Elizabethan in England, the Republican 
in France, and the present in America. ’ Education was never more 
widely diffused throughout the United States than now. Never was 
there more ado about it. Never were institutions so multiplied. Learn- 
ing was never more highly valued and sought after, as a means of 
reducing the laws of nature, and the properties of matter, to human 
control, and contributing to national and individual wealth and power. 
And this education has not been wholly from under the control of 
Christianity. It has partially felt its restraining influence; and yet, 
with this partial restraint upon its natural tendencies, what is the re- 
sult? Has the virtue of the people increased with their knowledge? 
Are our public men more patriotic, more self{-denying, more honorable, 
more true to compacts, and more trustworthy than they were fifty years 
ago? Are the morals of the people improved? Is there less of crime 
and lawlessness in proportion to population? Alas! to all such inqui- 
ries there comes up a negative response which is well-nigh universal. 
And yet education is, with a vast number of persons, the agency which 
is to bring us to the perfectibility, so called, of our nature; and the 
question, in some sections of the country, is even raised of exalting ed- 
ucation by totally divorcing it from religion. * Fatal delusion, this! 
And, if it prevails, education will have become the Moloch, upon whose 
altars will be sacrificed the spiritual and eternal interests of cur poster- 
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ity. And that Methodists should prefer for their children an education 
which is out of sympathy with all forms of Christianity, or if not so, 
which is at least unfriendly to their own relivious principles and polity, 
is a folly we did not expect, and for which we know not how adequately 
to account. Be it therefore ; 

Resolved by this General Conjerence, 1. That it is the duty and inter- 
est of Methodists to maintain and patronize the educational institutions 
of their own Church. 

2. Thatas far as we have knowledge ofthe institutions of the Church 
by specific Reports, they are all eminently worthy of the confidence and 
patronage of the people. 

3. That where there is any inferiority in an institution of the Church, 
compared with other institutions of like grade, arising from the want 
of libraries, apparatus, and cabinets of Natural History, or from the 
small number and inefficiency of its officers, such cause of inferiority 
ought to be removed as speedily as possible, by a supply of funds ade- 
quate to furnish it, and to maintain an efficient corps of officers of ac- 
knowledged ability. 

4. That it is more important to the educational interests of the 
Church to place in good working order the institutions already under 
its patronage than to found new ones. 

5. That an unsanctified education is a curse rather than a blessing ; 
and that the authorities controlling our schools and colleges should be 
careful to employ all means by which may be maintained the religious 
character of our institutions, which, for the most part, is so satisfac- 
tory, and for which we express our deyaut thanks to Almighty God, 
without whose special blessing nothing valuable can be accomplished. 

Respectfully submitted. L. C..Garnanp, Chairman. 


J. Boring, chairman of Committee on Orphans’ Tomes, presented 
the Report of that committee, which was read, aad rid over under the 
rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ORPHANS’ HOMES. 


The Special Committee appointed to consider the subject of homes 
for orphans, beg leave to report that they have investigated the subject 
as thoroughly as the circumstances would allow, and are fully persuaded 
of the truth and profound importance of the following propositions : 

1. That the word of God declares it to be a perpetual arrangement 
of Divine providence, that the poor shall always abide among us. 

2. That the highest obligations of duty to God, as well as to our 
fellow-men, require us to make provision for the welfare of the helpless 
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orphan and indigent widow; and the faithful discharge of this high 
trust is one of the sources of the richest consolation possible to human 
experience. 

3. That the early Church was careful to discharge this duty, and for 
several centuries succeeding the apostolic age, the widow and the orphan 
were regarded as subjects of special interest, to be provided for, tem- 
porally and spiritually, as far as possible. 

4, That there is special necessity for this benevolent Hie at this 
time. 

We therefore recommend the adoption of the following Section, to be 
placed in the Book of Discipline, next after the Section on Missions : 


Section ——. Of Homes for Orphains. 


Question 1. What directions are given concerning orphans? 
~ Answer 1. Let each Annual Conference, as soon as practicable, estab- 
lish one or more orphans’ homes within its bounds. 

2. The indigent orphans of our Church and congregations, and 
others, when practicable, shall be received into such homes, under the 
direction of trustees hereinafter provided for, where they shall be cared 
for in all respects as_in intelligent Christian families. They shall be 
ag thorouchly educated as practicable, trained to business and habits 
of industry and useful pursuits, and, as far as possible, qualified to 
become useful members of society. 

3. When an Annual Conference shall determine to found a home for 
orphans within its bounds, it shall appoint a Board of Trustees, con- 
sisting of six traveling preachers from its own members, and six lay- 
men, who shall be members of our Church, and twenty-one years of age. 

4, The trustees shall hold all the property, real and personal, of such 
house, in trust for the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; for the puz- 
pose before specified; shall manage, direct, and, when proper, sell, or 
otherwise dispaze of the same; shall appoint a superintendent, matrons, 
teachers, and such other officers and subordinates of the institution as 
may be necessary, and shall superintend the conduct and management 
of the same. They shall also determine the number of orphans to be 
received, and decide between applicants when there are more than can 
be admitted ; and they shall also determine the time and mode of dis- 
charging such orphans. 

6. The trustees shall not put out to service any orphan or other child 
who may have been admitted into said home, but they may make such 
business arrangements for said orphans, when they shall have attained 
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proper age, as may be deemed best for them, retaining the guardianship 
and oversight of the orphan pending such business arrangement. 

6. Before proceeding to establish a home, the trustees shall, if prac- 
ticable, procure from the proper authority of the State in which it is to 
be built, a charter, or act of incorporation, for such home. 

7. The Board of Trustees shall adopt their own by-laws, and conduct 
the business of the trust as they shall judge best under the limitations 
and restrictions herein specified, and shall make a full Annual Report 
of the institution to the Conference in session. 

8. The trustees shall be amenable to the Annual Conference, and shall 
nominate persons to fill vacancies in their Board, subject to confirmation 
or rejection by the Conference. 

. Whenever an Annual Conference shall make the request, it shall 
be the duty of the presiding Bishop to appoint an agent for the pur- 
pose of building or sustaining an orphans’ home within the bounds of 
said Conference. 

10. In case one Annual Conference may not be able to establish a 
home for orphans for itself, any two or more Conferences may unite 
for that purpose, upon such terms as may be agreed upon by themselves. 

JEssE Borrina, Chairman. 


H. A: C. Walker and W. H. Fleming offered a resolution proposing 
changes of Discipline. Referred to Committee on Revisal. Another 
proposing changes of Ritual. Referred to Committee on Ritual. 

J. E. Evans and S. Anthony offered a resolution on the trial of a 
Bishop. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

J. E. Evans and J. 8. Key offered a resolution on the support of 
Bishops. Referred to Committee on Finance. 

J. E. Evans presented a memorial from the Colored Georgia Confer- 
ence of the M. E. Church, South, which was read, and ordered to be 
printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. It is as follows: 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference in Conference assembled: 


Dear Faruers AND BRETHREN :—The undersigned, as representa- 
tives of the Georgia Annual Conference of the M..E. Church, South, 
for the colored people, take this method to express our high apprecia- 
tion of the interest you have manifested in our race; and also our 
entire approval of the plan adopted by the General Conference of 
1866, and perfected by this, to organize the colored members of the M. 
E. Church, South, into a separate Church, at an early day. The pro- 
vision made to transfer the property held for our use to trustees that 
may be appointed by the Colored Church, when formed, is without a 
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parallel for its magnanimity and confidence; and‘we pledge that, so far 
as in us lies, the confidence and trusts reposed shall never be betrayed, 
but the property shall be held sacredly to the use intended. 

While we thus express ourselves to the Bishops and Conference es 
whole, allow us, as Georgians, especialby to express our high sense of chli- 
gation to Bishop Pierce, for the interest he has manifested in our cauze, 
and for the services rendered in organizing and holding our Conferences 
for us, which has enshrined him in the hearts of our people. And, in the 
same connection, we cannot forbear to mention the name of another 
Georgian, the Rey. J. E. Evans, who, as chairman of the committee 
of the General Conference of 1866, and also at the present Conference, 
has'perfected the plan for organizing the Colored M. E. Church, South, 
and who, at home, ag well as here, is our fast friend and counselor. 

Finally, though we be separated into two bands, that our common 
‘Christianity and Methodism may thereby be promoted. May the 
prayer of the Saviour be fulfilled in us, that we ee, be one, even as he 
and his Father are one! 

Respectfully yours in Christ Jesus, R. H. VANDERHOERST, 
R. J. Brown, 
I. H. ANDERSON. 
Memphis, Tenn., May 14, 1870. Presiding Elders Georgia Conference. 


M.S. Andrews and others offered a resolution on the Hymn-book 
and Discipline, which was read and referred to Committee on Books 
and Periodicals. 

J. C. Keener offered a resolution on the German Apologist, which 
was read and referred to Committee ow Books and Periodicals. — 

J. C. Keener and others offered a resolution on class-meetings, which 
was read and referred to Committee on Revisal. 

H. H. Montgomery and R. Abbey offered a resolution on the trial 
of traveling ministers. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

A. R. Boone and A. B. Fly offered a resolution on change of Disci- 
pline. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

G. Jones and T. L. Boswell offered a resolution on the probation for 
orders.. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

F. E. Pitts and others offered a resolution on a mission in Brazil. 
Referred to the Bishops and Board of Foreign Missions. 

J. E. Evans presented a communication from the Rey. T. N. Stewart 
and other colored ministers, of the M. E. Church, South, expressing 
thanks to the Conference for thé interest it has manifested in the wel- 
fare of the colored people, which was read. 

D. R. McAnally presented a memorial from Kansas District Con- 
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‘ference on the support of the ministry. Referred to Committee on 
Revisal. . 

Also, a petition from the Missouri, St. Louis, and Illinois delegations, 
praying for the division of the Publishing House into two parts—cre 
to be established at St. Louis, and the other at Baltimore—which wes 
read and referred to Committze on Pooks and Periodicals, and ordered 
to be printed. 

‘TY. M. Finney and W. M. Rush offered a resolution on the support of 
the Bishops. Referred to Committee on-Finance. 

G. A. Dannelly and James Mackey offered a resolution cn the order of 
business ‘in Quarterly Conferences. Referred to Committee on Revisal, 

G. A. Dannelly and C. F. Harvey offered three resolutions proposiag 
cn snges of Discipline. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

©, A. Fisher and others offered a resolution on the circulation of the 
Bible among Mexicans between the San Antonio and Rio Grande, ete.,. 
which was read and referred to Board of Foreign Missions. 

WW. Hieaden and others presented a memorial respecting the Meth- 
adist Academy at Corpus Christi, Texas, which was read and. referred 
to board of Foreign Missions. 

O. A. Fisher and W. Headen offered a resolution on Sunday-school 
Text-books, which was read and referred to Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

O. Fisher and E. K. Miller offered a resolution asking that the 
Columbia Conference be placed on the list of Domestic Missions, which 
was read and referred to Committee on Missions. 

S. R. Jones and others, of the Illinois delegation, offered a reso- 
lution asking that said Conference have the right to divide within 
the next four years, which was read and referred to Committee on Boun- 
-daries. 

L. M. Lee ‘and W. W. Bennett offered a preamble and resolutions on 
unsettled claims of the Richmond Depository, which were read and 
referred to Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

A. W. Wilson subinitted the Report of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, which was read, and, on motion of E. H. Myers, was referred to 
Committee on Missions, with instructions not to print it. 

D. R. MeAnally submitted a communication from Mr. L. D. 
Dameron, President of the South-western Book and Publishing Com- 
pany, at St. Louis, which was read, referred to Committee on Books, 
ind Periodicals, and ordered to be published in thé Daily Christian 
Advocate. 

On motion of D. R. McAnally, Mr. Dameron was granted the 
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privilege of appearing before the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals. 

J. Hamilton submitted a communication from Dr. A. T. Bledsoe, 
respecting the publication of a Quarterly Review, which was referred 
to a special committee of seven, constituted as follows: 8. S. Roszell 
A. L. P. Green, J. Hamilton, A. H. Redford, L. C. Garland, G. N 
Lester, W. H. Watkins. 

J. E. Edwards offered a resolution on the decisions of Bishops, which 
wes read and referred to Committee on Episcopacy. . 

W. T. Crouch, lay delegate from Little Rock Conference; L. C. 
Garland, lay delegate from Memphis Conference; A. R. Boone,‘lay dele- 
gate from Memphis Conference; R. ‘A. Hatcher, lay delegate from St. 
Louis Conference; J. H. Birch, lay delegate from Missouri Conference, 
asked and obtained leave of absence. 

©. I. Vandeventer and J. H. Birch offered a resolution on Church- 
meetings, which was read and referred to Committee on Revisal. 

T. Whitehead offered a resolution on changing the basis of repre- 
sentation. Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

The special committee of nine.submitted their report on the papers 
relating to the proposals of union made by the Commissicn of the M. 
E. Church, which was read and adopted unanimously with a rising 
vote, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROPOSALS OF UNION. 


The committee to whom were referred the papers relating to the pro- 
posals of union made by the Commission from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, having carefully considered the subject, recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That gratefully recognizing that Provideres which has: 
hitherto guided us, multiplied us, strengthened our hands, and pre- 
served our integrity as a Church of Jesus Christ under the trying 
conditions both of war and peace, we earnestly desire to cultivate true 
Christian fellowship with every other branch of the Christian Church, 
and especially with our brethren of the several branches of Methodism 
in this country and in Europe. 

2. That the action of our Bishops in their last annual meeting in St. 
Louis, in response to the message from the Bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, has the full indorsement of this General Conference, 
and accurately defines our position in reference to any overtures which 
may proceed from that Church, haying in them an official and proper 
recognition of this body, 
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3. That the distinguished Commission now present, of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church met at Chicago in May, 
1868, appointed by it for the specific purpose expressed in the following 
resolution, viz. “ftesolved, That the Commission ordered by the Gen- 
eral Conference to confer with a like Commission from the Africen M. 
E. Zion Church to arrange for the union of that body with our own, be 
also empowered to treat with similar Commissions from any other Me!h- 
odist Church that may desire a like union,” cannot, in our judgment, 
without great violence in construing the language of said resolution, 2 
regarded as having been constituted by that General Conference a Comi- 
mission to make proposals of union to the General Conference o: ‘he 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

4. Resolved, moreover, That if this distinguished Commission were 
fully clothed with authority to treat with us for union, it is the jucy 
ment of this Conference that the true interests of the Church of Civst 
require and demand the maintenance of our separate and distinct 
organization. 

5. That we tender to the Rev. Bishop E. S. Janes, and the Rev. ‘SY. 
L. Harris, D.D., the members of the Commission now with us, our high 
regards as brethren beloved in the Lord, and express our desire that 
the day may soon come when proper Christian sentiments and fraternal 
relations between the two great branches of Northern and Southern 
Methodism shall be permanently established. 





A. L. P. Grezn, 

J. C. KEENER, 

A. W. Witison, 

L. C. GARLAND, 
JAMES JACKSON, 
GEO. W, WILLIAMS, 
KH. K. Mincer, 
TrustEN Pou, 

R. ALEXANDER. 


. 


The hour of adjournment having arrived, Conference adjourned 
with the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 16, 1870. eis 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by Whitefoord Smith. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair. 

W. F. Holder, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference ; W. L. J. 
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Wilks, Reserve lay delegate in place of G. G. Dibrell, from the Ten- 
nessee Conference; Charles F. Harvey, Reserve lay delegate from the 
Louisville Conference, in place of J. C. Walker, appeared and took 
their seats. 

L. Pierce addressed the Conference in regard to the request made of 
him to preach before the Conference, and obtained leave to preach on 
some night during the session. 

J. E. Edwards, chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 3, which was read and laid on the table under the rule, It 
is as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 3. 

The committee have considered the memorial from the Louisiana 
Conference, petitioning the General Conference “to-expunge from the 
Discipline” all that relates to the preacher or preachers who may be 
stationed in the city of New Orleans, as forming an exception to the 
limit of four years, during which a preacher may be returned to the 
same appointment, and recommend conewrrence on the part of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The paper, also, from Meridian District, Mobile Conference, asking 
that the licensing of local preachers be transferred from the Quarterly 
to the District Conferences, has been considered, and the committee re- 
port that the action already had by the General Conference, touching 
the same subject, renders any expression of the sense of the committee 
unnecessary. Jno. E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

S. Bobo, chairman of Committee on Sunday-schools, submitted 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 5. 

The Committee on Sunday-schools have considered the reso.ution of 
O. A. Fisher and W. Headen, concerning Sunday-school Text-books, 
and beg leave to report that the subject has been already provided for, 
and they ask to be discharged from its farther consideration. 

Simpson Boxso, Chairman. 


L. C. Garland, chairman of Committee on Education, submitted Re- 
port No.2 of the Majority, and B, Craven, of the same committee, sub- 
mitted a Minority Report. 

Both Reports were read, and, on motion of J. Hamilton, were laid 
on the table. 

A motion of indefinite postponement, made by W.M. Byrd, was 
lost, the vote being 107 ayes and 108 noes. The Reports are as fol- 
lows: 
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It wes by resolution given in charge to the Cominittee on Edu- 
) to report especially upon the subject of Ministerial Educa- 
tion; which duty they proceed to discharge ix the words following, 
to Wit: 

In regard to the relation between learning and the promulgation 
of the gospel, there is not, among Methodists, much diversity of 
opinion. 

‘We hold that aman cannot be made a true minister of Christ by any 
human agency. He must be called to this sacred office by the Head 
of the Chureh, who retains the prerogative of calling into his service 
whom he will; and that whatever be the aids to which a minister may 





legitimately resort to increase his usefulness, they are nothing worth 
without the presence and assistance of the Holy Ghost. Spiritual things 
must be spiritually discerned, and a minister cannot rightly compre- 
hend and develop to others the true nature of the gospel without hav- 
ing experienced its regenerating power in his own soul. <A course of 
training, which is to serve as a substitute for the calling and prepsra- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, we do, therefore, repudiate. 

A learning which is to detract from directness and simplicity in the 
ospel message, which is to mix up the vain speculations of men with 
re clear revelations of the Scripture, which is to render sermonizing 
abstract and philosophical, or which is to address itself to the mere 
fancy and the literary taste of men, we denounce. 

A learning which, so to speak, is to scaffold over the cross of Christ 
end shut it out from the gaze of men, and upon it to erect a platform 
from which the minister may exhibit his parts before admiring crowds, 
is odious, and disgusting, and profane. 

But a learning which, in its acquisition, has developed and trained 
the powers of the mind; which has laid the foundation for a constant 
progression in the mind’s capacity to grasp truth, so that the mind is 
secured against a superannuation antecedent to that of the body; which, 
in its application, seeks to find out more profoundly and accurately the 
true meaning of the Scriptures, and to present its truths with greater 
simplicity and force; which adapts itself to the capacity of its hearers, 
and which, while it disdains to cater to the tastes of men, will never 
offend the rules of propriety; which will give its possessor weight of 
character, not only in the pulpit, but in the social circle, as a man of 
extensive information and sound judgment, is a learning which we 
highly value, and which we rank as a qualification for the ministry sec- 
ond only to the unction of the Holy Ghost. 


a 
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Such an education the Church has always estimated at the highest 
rate, and endeavored to secure for its ministers. 

It has never thought itself at tiberty to make such an edneation a 
sine qua noi to reception into the ministry, end we trust it never will. 
A mar who has learned but litte, fom books may, in the experience 
of his heart and life, have become profoundly acquainted with ali the 
essen‘ial doctrines of Christianity; and the simple story of the cross, 

ul find its 
way to the consciences of men, and under its power simners 11) be con- 
victed. and converted, and through the instrumentality of such a one 
there will be added to the Church such as will be saved. Such were 
many of the most useful members of our Church a century eco. And 





yet no one can doubt that the usefulness of these men would have 
been enlarged by proper intellectual culture. As in our first Report, 
was stated in another connection, our population at that period was, for 
the most part, unlettered. The literary attainments of these ministers, 
though small, were in advance of those of the people to whom they 
preached. There were but few cultivated tastes to offend by false gram- 
mar, or rhetoric, or elocution. But even at that time, these holy and 
successful ministers of God lamented their lack of knowledge, and they 
endeavored to repair their deficiencies as, under the circumstances, they 
best could. The young ministers were required \to travel under their 
seniors; that they might: be directed in their studies and incited to dili- 
gence. 

In the progress of the Church, it lifted up its membership to a higher 
social position, and took hold upon the most refined classes of society, 
so that there was created a demand for ministers not less simple-hearted 
and earnest, and devotedly pious, but more cultivated and refined, that 
they might not drop below the level of the laity in this respect, and be- 
come shorn, in part, of the power they had exerted over them. The 
Church recognized this demand, and proceeded to supply it by adopting 
enlarged courses of study to be prosecuted by the candidates for the 
several orders in the ministry. But it was found necessary to exact 
from candidates some previous scholastic training, in order to the sue- 
cessful study of these prescribed courses, and to the Quarterly Confer- 
ences was intrusted the examination of candidates upon the elementary 
studies of an English education. That much good was effected by these 
measures cannot be denied. Enongh was accomplished to show the 
efficiency of the system if it were judiciously applied. It filled chiefly 
in that part intrusted to the Quarterly Conference, which did not exact 
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from the candidate the amount of mental development requisite for the 
successful prosecution of his future studies, in the midst of the burdens 
and responsibilities of a minister assigned to full work. 

The Church then adopted the policy of erecting colleges for the gen- 
eral liberal education of its youth, indulging the hope that from among 
those thus cultivated, it would please the Holy Ghost to call many into 
the ministry. In this hope the Church has not been wholly disap- 
pointed. Look over the Conferences, and you will find many graduates 
of our colleges in the ranks of the ministry, and they are generally our 
most prominent and useful men. They, by virtue of their previous cul- 
ture, could, when they were received on trial, do the full work of 
preachers, and at the same time master the prescribed courses of study. 
They are the exponents of the utmost usefulness of the plan adopted 
by the Church when it is rightly applied, and they prove the plan to 
be a good one. But no doubt out of the ranks of our educated youth 
God has called to the ministerial work many more than have responded 
to the call. The careers opened up before our educated young men, by 
the professions, are so brilliant and inviting, and harmonize so perfectly 
wita the carnal aspirations of our nature, that it requires an unusual 
measure of grace in our educated youth to withstand the temptation, 
eit to induce them to forsake all for the self-denying, and laborious, 
and ill-paid work of the ministry. The divine call is probably resisted 
by a majority of those to whom it is made; and it is as true in this age 
of the Church as in any former one, that the majority of God’s ministers 
are taken from among the middle walks of life and from youth of mode- 
rate literary attainments. The necessity is, therefore, as strongly laid 
upon the Church as it ever was to educate its ministers. Indeed, it is 
more so, when we consider the fact that our numerous schools and col- 
leges are daily elevating the intellectual character of our people, and 
the ery from every part of the work is, Give us a more highly educated 
ministry. We cannot defer longer to meet this demand without disap- 
pointment to the people and detriment to our cause. Never, at any 
former period, had the Methodist Church so strong a hold upon public 
sympathy; never were its opportunities for usefulness so great as at the 
present time; and if we had a ministry equal in all respects to the 
occasion, we might go up in the name of the Lord to the possession of 
the land. 

The Church, moreover, stands already fully committed to this work. 
The principle upon which the education of the Christian ministry reposes 

has long since been accepted by the Methodist Church, and the duty it 
imposes acknowledged in what the Church has already done. There 
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is no diversity of opinion among us wpon this point. The only ques- 
tion is, how we may educate our ministers most effectually. 

Without disturbing the plan already adopted by the Church, which 
we have stated to be a good‘one,and which we wou!d not wish to see dis- 
turbed, excepting to give it greater efficiency by exacting a better prep- 
aration from candidates for the ministry, and by making the annual 
examinations more rigid, we think the Church ought to establish-a 
Theological Institute under the control of the College of Bishops, and 
officered by our wisest and holiest men, where those called of God to 

reach may receive without detriment to their piety and zee! a better 
preparation for the work of the ministry. We would not have attend- 
auce upon the training of this Institute coerced by making it indispen- 
sable to admission on trial; nor would we compel a student attendinz 
it to remain any definite period of time. Let it be an opportunity ¢: 
improvement over and above those now furnished by the Church, of 
which our young mem called to preach may avail themselves or not, £3 
they please, and to such extent as they please. But that it may be ae- 
cessible and useful to all classes of candidates, we would have iyo 
courses of study prescribed in it: the one for the mere English 
scholar; to enter upon which the requirements should be the same with 
those for admission into a Conference upon trial. This course should 
not be less extensive than the entire four years’ course now prescribed 
by the Discipline, and being prosecuted under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances, it may be so arranged as to be thoroughly completed in 
‘two years. If a student remains and finishes this course, so much the 
better. If he leaves at the end of one year, or even of six months, to 
enter a Conference on trial, let him do so. He will, from a stay how- 
ever brief, have secured to himself advantages worth much more to 
him than the time and money he may have expended, and which he 
could not have procured in equal degree elsewhere or by any other 
means. 

The other course should meet the wants of the classical scholar, who 
desires to study the Scriptures in their original languages, and to make 
himself familiar with the whole circle of Biblical literature. Admis- 
sion to this course would demand higher attainments—attainments 
about such as the graduates of our colleges acquire. Here, again, we 
would impose no length of residence at the Institute upon any one pros- 
ecuting this course. He may cut it short when’ he pleases, and offer 
himself to a Conference for admission on trial. And we think a course 
sufficiently extensive may be arranged so as to be completed in three 
years. 





ia 
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Students completing either of these, we would receive into the minis- 
try just as they are now, and precisely upon the same terms. From 
the moment of application for admission on trial, up to the hour of’ con- 
secration to the highest order in the Church, no distinctions should be 
made between these and the candidates who present themselves with the 
certificates of the Quarterly Conferences only. 

To enter into the details of the organization of such an Institute, is » 
not the object of this Report. Suffice it to say, they are not difficult. 
The two courses may be made to harmonize, so that the work of both 
may be done in the time prescribed, by the labor of three men, lectur- 
ing twice a day. 

To the establishment of such a Theological institute the sentiment 

f the Church was committed by the College of Bishops, at the last 
General Conference. In their Address, they say: “In this connes- 
tion, we specially bring to your attention the importance of an Insti- 
tute for the proper training of young preachers. That we should moke 
some proper arrangements for the more thorough training of our young 
men before they are received into the Conference and sent forth to min- 
ister in the Church of Christ, appears to us to be so obvious as to need 
no argument to prove it.” Now, what was the response of the Confer- 
ence to this recommendation of the Bishops? 

“That it is at this time most expedient: that Biblical Sdhisols be 
established in connection with the colleges which are under the control 
of the Annual Conferences.” The very phraseology shows that this 
neasure was designed as a temporary arrangement, until the times 
should become more favorable for the establishment of an Institute. 
We had just emerged from the war, and the time was propitious for 
nothing more than the attachment of a Biblical Chair to a college. 
But this action was an a¢knowledgment of the importance of theolog?- 
eal schools, and a waiver of all objection against them. It was en 
acceptance by the Church of the policy of affording our young minis- 
ters the opportunity, in a theological school, of being better prepared 
for their work; and the measure adopted as temporary, has been use- 
ful. Not a college belonging to the Church ought at any time to have 
been without a Chair of Biblical Literature; and no young man should 
at any time have left its walls without having been taught, in connec- 
tion with the study of the Bible, the doctrines and usages of the Meth- 
odist Church. We should be glad if arrangements were made whereby 
every student should attend upon the instructions of the Biblical Chain 
As a mere literary production, the Bible cannot be ignored by any one 
pretending to a liberal education. And that Homer, or Virgil, should 
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be daily studied and commented upon, and not the Bible, is perhaps a 
refcctica upon an institution under the imnicdiate patronage of the 
Church. Let the Biblical Departments already established in our col- 
leges be fostered and supported, and let ihe establishment of others in 
the institutions now destitute of them be encouraged. But we respect- 
fully submit, that these Chairs do not and cannot meet the demands of 
the Church for an educated ministry. 

A respectable theological course of three years’ study, requires the 
undivided labor of three or four.instructors. Now, we have not a col- 
loos that is not complaining of the want of funds to enlarge its literary 
ud vantages, so as to bring it up in all of its departments of learning 
to a level with those institutions with which it has to compete. Each 
has found it difficult to establish a single Chair of Biblical Literature ; 
end fer the most part, the labor of but one man has been exclusively 
applied to Biblical instruction. What he could not do in the limited 
course of study adopted, has been divided out as best could be done 
among the professors of the literary departments. 

Is this the theological instruction the Church demands? But it may 
be asked, Why not raise money to increase the number of Theological 
Ciairs, and to convert the Biblical Department of each college into a 
bona fide theological institute? The answer is, that this would impose 
upon the Church the enormous expense of endowing a half dozen or 
more institutes, when one is all that is required. Then why not take 
hold of the Biblical Department of some one of these colleges, and erect 
it into a bona fide theological institution, by the endowment of three or 
four Theological Chairs, and the purchase of many thousand theolog- 
ical books for its library? 1. Because it would be difficult to choose 
between their rival claims. 2. Because those institutions are under the 
control of corporate bodies, which, by law, have the exclusive manage- 
ment of them, and who would intervene between this General Conference 
and the Institute of its own creation. 38. Because jealousies and rival- 
ries would exist between the Biblical Chairs of the colleges and a theo- 
logical institution attached to any one of them. The students of Emory 
would not dishonor their Alma Mater Biblical Chair by going to Wof- 
ford for theology, and vice versa. Those of neither would resort for a 
like purpose to Trinity or Randolph Macon, and we should never con- 
centrate our youth upon the theological department of any one of them, 
so as to make it a great institution of the Church. 

We are therefore in favor of establishing a theological institution 
separate and apart from our colleges, against which the prejudices of 
the graduates of our colleges could not lodge in an equal degree. If 
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this should break up the Biblical Chairs of the colleges by attraction 
to the Institute, inasmuch as it would »e to transfer yur youth to an 
institution affording greatly enlarged fxcitiuies, the Church gains by it. 
But there can be no such effect, if the colleges will do wisi we think is 
proper to be done, namely, to make every student attend upen the lec- 
tures of their Biblical professor, in part or in whole. This would 
insure the Biblical Chair full work at all times—work, too, of the high- 
est interest to the Church. Far be it from this committee to underrate 
these Biblical Chairs, or to injure them in the least degree. 

This is a matter about which we regret that there was not unanimity 
in the committee. Up to this point-we were a unit. All admitted the 
necessity of elevating the standard of ministerial education—all admit- 
ted the propriety of doing this by schooling; but while the majority 
considered it best to establish a school exclusively under the control of 
the General Conference, and upon a scale worthy of the Church, the 
minority prefer to adhere to the several schools attached to the colleges, 
and on this point propose to present a separate report. We will not do 
the mimority the discourtesy of arguing beforehand the inconsistency 
involved in the propositions, that a theological school in connection 
with a college tends to good, but one by itself tends only to evil; and 
that if there are great benefits resulting from a partially organized and 
imperfect Biblical Department of a college, there will be mischief only 
from an extensive and thoroughly organized Theological Institute. 

We regret exceedingly that the committee could not see eye to eye 
on this single point, as they did upon all others. We should have 
rejoiced if the Conference could have moved forward with the prestige 
of unanimity in this great work of ministerial education, which the 
Church is obliged to take hold of, and direct for its own advance- 
ment. 

The truth is, a show of learning to the detriment of. our ministry is 
intruding itself among us. “ Learning is an element in ministerial qual- 
ification so demanded by public taste, that there is scarcely a minister 
who does not affect it more or less, whether he really possesses it or not. 
Our young men without guides, without the facilities for,the acquisition 
of true learning, are catching at a spurious article, which is of no ser- 
vice subjectively, as a means of mental improvement, or objectively, in 
elucidating and enforcing the simple truths of the gospel. It is hurt- 
ful under any view you can take of it, and we had a thousand times 

rather have a simple and totally unlettered ministry than one imbued 
with the superficial and patched-up learning of the day. The exhibi- 
tions of the pulpit are becoming tenfold more painful by affected learn- 
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‘ing than by vndisguised ignorance. Neither is desirable, but the latter 
uly more cudurable. Now, we must get Wis vanity and foolish- 
ness cut of our young ministers. They must know and feel that the 





1s we 


preaching of the simple story of the cross, and that in its utmost sim- 
plicity and directness of appeal to the.consciences and hearts of men, 
and in sole dependence upon, and codperation with, the Holy Ghost, 
is the only preaching that will prove effectual to the salvation ci 
souls, 

“We know of no way of ridding ourselves of false learning but by 
enbstitut'ng for it the true. And how this substitution is to be effected 
except by the proper training of the young ministers of the Church, 
and how they are to be properly trained, unless placed as pupils under 
the tuision of the most wise, and holy men of the Church, is past our 
_ comprehension. 

Be it therefore, by this General Conference, 

Resolved, 1. That our Bishops be requested and authorized to locate 
and plan a Biblical Institute for the proper training of young preach- 
ers, aud to solicit, in the manner which to them may seem most effect- 
ual, contributions from all parts of the Church for the establishment 
and endowment of the same. 

2, That to secure the identity of this institution with the Church, 
and-its operations in complete sympathy and harmony with its organi- 
zation and policy, the Bishops of the Church shall be its trustees and 
directors. hey shall prescribe its course of studies, appoint its offi- 
cers, ossign to them their respective duties, and see that they are rightly 
and faithfully discharged, a majority of whom shall have full authority 
to act. 

3, Graduation at the Institute shall not be made imperative to admis- 
sicn into a Conference upon trial. 

4. The graduates of the Institute shall acquire no specific rights over 
the candidates for admission having only the certificates of Quarterly 
Conferences. They enter the Conferences by the same mode and upon 
the same terms. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
L. C. GARLAND, Chairman. 


MINORITY REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


The undersigned members of the Committee on Education, being a 
minority of the same, and differing from the majority on the propriety 
of inaugurating measures to establish a theological seminary, beg leave 
to offer the following Report: 
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We are of the opinion that it is inexpedient at this time to take any 
steps indicating a fixed intention on the part of the General Conference to 
establish an institution exclusively for the training of young preachers. 
The opmion of the whole Church is very far from being unanimously 
in favor of such a measure. It is even doubted by many, whether 
such an institution accords either with the interests of Methodism, 
or the teachings and spirit of the gospel; hence, to act now, with this 
divided opinion, and no certainty of success, would certainly be a haz- 
ardous experiment. Any resolution or form of words indorsing a theo- 
logical seminary, neither followed nor intended to be followed by imme- 
diate and successful efforts to obtain it, will be unwise and injurious. 
Jf the resolution is simply intended to quiet those who are supposed to 
demand it; or if it is prepared as a protection for those who are rest- 
less under our supposed ministerial inferiority when compared with 
others; or if it is meant as a silken cord to hold those children of 
Methodism who are said to be straying away in search of a higher cul- 
ture: upon either or all the suppositions, as a reason for the passage of 
the resolution, there would be a seeming want of candor incompatible 
with the word of God, and something which may be construed into 
practical subterfuge unworthy any assembly of great and good men. 

If, liowever, the resolution is intended to be followed by immediate 
and vigorous action, then, In our opinion, it is injudicious, undesirable, 
and certain of failure. Whether located at some existing institution, 
or at a place yet to be selected and improved, a large sum of money 
will be necessary. Such a seminary can have very little, if any, income 
from tuition, and hence all expcmses of founding and maintenance 
must be provided for by a vested endowment, and a provision for all 
appliances and faculty will require a Jarger sum than has been raised 
for all our schools and colleges since the war. This difficulty is greatly 
increased by the fact that every Conference already has a load almost 
too heavy to be borne. It will require a persistent and tremendous 
effort to prevent the colleges we already have from being crushed by 
death, or dying of starvation. We shall need the famed energy of 
Methodism, aided by enlarged Christian liberality, to save the invest- 
ments and vantage-ground of our literary institutions, and place them 
upon a basis of collegiate respectability and financial security. We 
have not a.dollar to spare, and no time to lose. We are in far more 
danger of losing position in the world of letters, caste in society, and 
human efficiency in preaching the word of God, from want of first-class 
colleges, than from any present lack of theological seminaries, We 
assert, in reply to the suggestion that some persons are thought to be 

16 
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holding large sums in reserve for the purpose of endowing a theological 
‘sominary, experience answers with a groan, that reserved donations are 
dangerously slow of movement, and generally bring with them, if they 
ever come, troublesome conditions and destructive litigation. With an 
impoverished people, Bishops and preachers badly supported, our sons 
and daughters to educate, churches to repair and build, and more than 
thirty colleges, male and female, to sustain, any attempt to establish a 
theological seminary would result in inevitable, disgraceful failure. 

Nor are we entirely without theological tuition and training. The 
Biblical Chairs in connection with our colleges have accomplished 
more than their friends at the last Conference anticipated. More than 
one hundred young men, many cf them preachers, are now receiving 
Biblical instruction in our colleges, not enly with a view to the minis- 
try, but directly upon those books and svudies that would be prescribed 
in a theological seminary. These young men are exerting an immense 
influence upon the religious character of the colleges, and will scon 
come forth prepared to battle for truth upon any field, and rich ic the 
rudiments of a pastoral experience that the students of a seminary 
exclusively theological would never have any opportunity to acquire. 
Let the importunate advocates of the theolegical seminary wait til the 
Biblical Schools have placed their first fruits in the hands of the 
Bishops; then, if these trained men shali generally fail in the elements 
of a successful gospel-preacher, a proposiiiton for something else will be 
appropriate. 

Finally, we doubt whether any thing in the history and present con- 
dition of the Church, or in the world of evil around us, has as yet 
demonstrated the present necessity.or propriety of a theological semi- 
nary, even if one could be established. The history of such institutions 
has little that is favorable to Methodism, and much that is adverse. 
They have been the fruitful source of heresies innumerable, of a man- 
ner of preaching not generally desirable and rarely effectual among us, 
and of much of that formalism that never favors experimental religion. 
Methodism in earnest is the best form of religion, and the best religion, 
we think. It desires and uses all light and learning, but can only 
make them effective when they blaze and burn with the Holy Ghost. 
We believe in the highest possible culture, but would deprecate any 
thing that in the least tends to diminish that zeal and _ spirituality that 
have done so much toward making the kingdoms of this world the king- 
dom of our Lord and his Christ. 

Without attempting to anticipate what the future may demand, we 
offer the following resolution for the adoption of the Conference : 


r 


1870.) THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 243 


Resolved, 'That we indorse the action of the last General Conference 
in reference to Biblical Chairs in connection with our existing colleges, 
as the best available means for training young preachers. 

Respectfully submitted. B. Craven, 
A. H. Corquirr, 
E. W. Srnon, 
CHARLES TAYLOR, 
J. R. Jonn, 
i. K. Minter, 
L. M. Smira, | 
R. Smrruson, 
J. R. Rogers, 
H. G. Haut, 


On motion of J. E. Evans, it was ordered that when we adjourn, we 
adjourn to meet this afternoon at 3 o’clock, for the discussion of this 
subject. 

The Minority Report, as a substitute for the Majority Report No. 1 
of Committee on Itinerancy, as laid over on Friday last, was taken up, 
and L. C. Garland was allowed to discuss it without regard to limita- 
tion of time. After discussing it at some length, in favor of the sub- 
stitute, he was followed by J. Hamilton in opposition. On motion of 
L. M. Lee, he was allowed to speak without regard to limitation of 
time—a motion of P. A. Peterson to suspend the fifteen-minute rule 
during the remainder of the session, being lost. 

J. Hamilton was followed by L. M. Lee and R. H. Powell in favor 
of the substitute, and J. B. McFerrin against it. J. B. Cottrell made 
a personal explanation. 

On motion of W. M. Byrd, the subject was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

A. W. Wilson presented a memorial of Reuben Wright on certain 
unsettled claims on the Missionary Society, which was read and referred 
to a special committee of five, as follows: A. W. Wilson, J. 8. Lithgow, 
D. K. Pittman, H. H. Montgomery, and W. B. Wood. 

A motion of W. M. Leftwich, to refer all other claims on the Mis- 
sionary Society to the same committee, did not prevail. 

Bishop Pierce submitted the Report of the Commissioners appointed 
by the last General Conference to meet a Commission of the Methodist 
Protestant Church to consider the subject of union, which was read 
and adopted, as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED BY THE LAST GENERAL CON- 
FERENCE TO CONFER WITH THE CONVENTION OF THE METHODIST 
PROTESTANT CHURCH, IN MAY, 18¢7. 

Your Commissioners waited on the Convention which met in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, in May, 1867, and*on presenting their credentials, 
were promptly and courteously received. The negotiations were con- 
ducted with fraternal cordiality and frankness on both sides. They, 
with the result, have been published at length in the official papers ef 
the Church, and so generally read and circulated, that we do net con- 
sider it necessary to present them in detail. 

Though the Commissioners did net sueceed in effecting an organic 
union between the two Churches, yet they report, with satisiaction, that, 
in official deliberation and conversation, the difficulties in the way of 

veganie union seemed to be less than many supposed; and a very 
vesyectable number of the Convention agreed with your Commissicuers 

23 to the basis on which an organic union might be effected. The ha: 

mony of feeling was delightful to us. We felt that we were amozz 

heethren, and our desire to be one with them, in organization as well as 
in faith, was increased by our personal and ministerial intercourse. 

Your Commissioners would conclude this Report with a recommenda- 
tion that you adopt the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the fraternal greetings of the General Conference 
of the M. E. Church, South, are hereby extended to the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Protestant Church now assembled in Ballti- 
more. 

2. That the Rev. J. H. Linn, D.D., the Rev. S. Kepler, and the Rev. 
L. D. Huston, D.D., be requested to wait on the General Conference of 
the Methodist Protestant Church, now in session at Baltimore, and pre- 
sent the fraternal greetings of the General Conference of the M. E. 
Church, South. G. F. Prercer, 

H. N. MoTyereg, 
J. K. Evans, 
Leroy M. Len. 








The hour of adjournment haying arrived, Conference adjourned with 
the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Afternoon, May 16, 1870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Marvin in the 
chair. 


Religious exercises were conducted by H. Jewell. 


1870.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 245 


The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

Tie order of the day was suspended to allow of the transfer of the 
memorial of W. Headen, Agent oi the Corpus Christi Male and Fe- 
mals Academy, from the Board of Foreign Missions, to which it had 
been veferred, to the Committee on Education. 

A motion of A.M. Shipp, to postpone the order of the day to Friday 
pes; at 10 o’clock, was lost. 

The order of the day was then taken up, and W. M. Byrd moved 
tis adoption of the Report of the Minority as a substitute for Report 
ive. 2 of the Majority of the Committee on Education. 

‘Lhe question was then discussed by Thos. Reed, F. E. Pitts, Charles 
Tavior, L. M. Smith—he being allowed to speak without regard to the 
fifteen-minutes’ rule—O. Fisher, and A. H. Colquitt, in favor of the 
Report of the Minority, and By J. B. Cottrell, E. H. Myers, W. H. 
Watkins, J. Hamilton, and A. L. P. Green, against it. 

The Rey. Allen Wright, of the Presbyterian Church, Principal Chie? 
of the Choctaw Nation, on his way to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, at Louisville, was introduced to the Conferen:e. 

C. K. Marshall arose to speak on the question before the Conference 
—wzs recognized as having the floor—when Conference adjourned with 
the benediction by the Bishop. 


|. 


Tuesday Morning, May 17, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in Be chair. 

Divine service was conducted by N. A. Cravens. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. 

M. C. Baldridge, lay Reserve delegate from the Tennessee Confer- 
ence, in place of John F. House, and J. J. Dement, lay Reserve dele- 
gate from the Tennessee Conference, in place of Watson M. Cooke, ap- 
peared and took their seats. 

W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, sub- 
mitted Report No. 13 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 13. 


Your committee, to whom were referred the memorial of the St. Louis, 
the Missouri, and the Illinois Conference delegations, relating to the re- 
moval of the Publishing House from. Nashville to Baltimore and St. 
Louis, and also a communication from Logan D. Dameron, President 
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of the South-western Book and Publishing Company, upon the same 
matter, beg leave to report the same back to the General Conference, 
and. recommend that they be considered in connection with the general 
question. 

Respectfully submitted. _  W. M. Russ, Chairmen. 


. 






W.P. Harrison, chairman of Special Committee on the Revision 
of the Ritual, submitted Report No. 1 of that committee, which we 
read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE RITUAL, NO. 1. 


The Special Committee appointed to consider propositions to revise 
the Ritual, beg leave to make Report No. 1: 


A paper was referred to us making certain inquiries concerning the 
faith eae practice of the Church in regard to rebaptism. This paper, 
signed by Wm. 5S. Baird and A. W. Wilson, requests us to determine 
whether it is proper for the General Conference to decide the lawful- 
ness of rebaptizing persons in adult age who have been baptized in 
injaney, and the case of those adults who, having been baptized by one 
mode, desire to be baptized by another. 
Your committee, after due consideration, deem it unnecessary : for 
this Conference to pronounce an opinion upon these subjects. 
W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


Milton Brown, chairman of C Committee on Finance, submitted Re- 
port No. 1 of that committee, which was read; also, a Minority Re- 
port of the same committee, both of which were read, Jaid on the table 
under the rule, and ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Advo- 
eate. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTE ON FINANCE. 


The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the various me- 
morials, resolutions, and plans on the subject of the support of the min- 
isters, Presiding Elders, and Bishops, beg leave to report and recom- 
mend the adoption of the following, viz.: Strike out Sections 1, 2, and 
3, from Chap. [X., pages 30 and 31, of the “Report of the Special 
Committee on the Reirrangement of the Discipline,” and insert the fol- 
lowing, viz.: 


SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY. 
I. Support of Preachers on Cirewits and Stations. 


I. Every minister who, by the rules and usages of the Church, has a 
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claim on its funds,shall, as far as practicable, have his claim estimated 
by those who are to, pay it, or by an agent authorized to act for them. 

Il. The stewards of each circuit and station shall meet as early as 
practicable in the Conference-year. The time and place of this meet- 
ing shall be fixed by the fourth Quarterly Conference of the preceding 
year, or, in default thereof, by the preacher in charge. They shall elect 
their own chairman, secretary, and treasurer; provided, that the offices 
of secretary and treasurer may be filled by the same person. It shall 
be the duty of the Board thus organized— 

1. To estimate the salary and traveling expenses of the preacher in 
charge, having due regard to what, in their godly judgment, may be 
deemed necessary to place him and his family Gf a man of family) in 
such circumstances of comfort and protection as will enable him to 
serve the Church to the full extent of the requirements of the Disci- 
pline. 

2. To apportion this amount, with the amount necessary to meet the 
claim of the Presiding Elder, among the several societies of the pastoral 
charge, according to their judgment of the equitable proportion of each. 

3. To report their action to the first Quarterly Conference of the 
charge, which shall approve, amend, or recommit. 

4. As soon as practicable, each steward shall inform his society of 
the whole amount to be raised on the circuit, or station, and what part 
of it each society is expected to raise. The societies shall adopt their 
own method of raising this money. 

5. The stewards shall codperate with their respective societies, by 
giving their personal attention, as early as practicable, to the execution 
of their plans, by making quarterly and, when practicable, monthly or 
weekly collections in each society; by instructing the membership in 
the scriptural duty of giving as the Lord hath prospered them; and 
by such other means as may be deemed wise and necessary. 


Il. Support of Presiding Elders. 


I. The salary and traveling expenses of the Presiding Elder shall be 
estimated by the District Stewards. 

IL. The District Stewards shall apportion this amount among the 
pastoral charges of the District, assigning to each an equitable propor- 
tion of the whole amount. 

III. The Boards of Stewards of the several charges shall add the 
“sum thus assigned them to the amount estimated for the salary and 
traveling expenses of the preacher in charge, which shall be collected 
as a joint fund; and in case of a deficiency, it shall be divided among 
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the persons having claims thereon, pro rata, first deducting the amount 
allowed for traveling expenses. 

IV. They shall report their action to the District Conference, which 
shall approve, amend, or recommit. 


Til. Support of the Bishops. 

J. The allowance of the Bishops for salary and traveling expenses 
shall be estimated by the Committee on Episcopacy of the General 
Conference, and they shall apportion the amount to the several Annual 
Conferences, according to their judgment of the equitable proportion 
of each Conference. 

If. The Annual Conferences shall adopt their own plans for raising 
this money, which shall be called the Bishops’ Fund; provided, it shall 
be the especial duty of the Presiding Elders to see that the plans of 
their respective Conferences be faithfully executed. 

III. This fund shall be paid over to the Joint Board of Finance of 
the Annual Conference, and the Treasurer of the Board, under the 
direction of the Chairman, shall pay over to the presiding Bishop one- 
half the amount, taking his receipt for the same; and shall remit the 
other half to the General Book Agent, by draft, or otherwise, together 
with the receipt of the Bishop, taking the receipt of the General Book 
Agent for the whole. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the General Book Agent to divide the 
money thus received among the Bishops, pro rata, and remit to them 
by draft, or otherwise, at least quarterly. 

V. The General Book Agent shall report to the General Conference, 
setting forth: (1) The whole amount estimated for the salary and 
traveling expenses of the Bishops, and how it has been apportioned 
among the Annual Conferences. (2) What has been received on the 
several apportionments, and how it has been distributed. (8) The 
deficiency, if any; its causes and remedy. 

Respectfully submitted. Mitton Brown, Chairman. 


MINORITY REPORT. 

I make the foregoing Report, as chairman, in compliance with the 
order of a majority of the Committee on Finance, but do not concur in 
recommending its adoption, believing that the plan proposed to be 
stricken out is subject to fewer objections, and is preferable to the one 
proposed to be put in its place. Miron Browy. ° 

C. F. Harvey, chairman of Committee on Church-music, submitted | 
the Report of said committee, which was read, laid on the table for the 
present, and ordered to be printed. It is as follows: 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON COLLECTION OF CHURCH-MUSIC. 


The Special Committee to whom was referred the resolution to in- 
quire into the practicability of obtaining a collection of Church-music 
sited to the various meters contained in our Hymn-book, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report that, after full inves- 
tigation of the subject, they believe that such a collection of sacred 
rusic, as is contemplated by the resolution, is not only desirable, but nec- 

ssary to the general use of those of our hymns written in particular, 
or unusual meters. There is no collection of sacred music, within our 
knowledge, having merit enough to entitle it to patronage, that con- 
tains tunes for all the meters in our Hymn-book. As our sacred poe- 
try, written in the same measures, expresses the emotions of joy, sorrow, 
and penitence, so should our music be so adapted to the words as to 
xpress fully these various emotions of the soul. 

We also believe that a collection of tunes suited to revival occasions 
is very desirable. The knowledge of some of these gems of sacred 
song is confined to certain localities, while others are scattered in works 
now nearly out of use and print, and can only be obtained at consider- 
able trouble and expense. <A collection in this department alone will 
supply a want felt by many of our societies, and it will give all access 
to the choicest songs of Zion used in our entire Connection. It is: be- 
lieved by your committee that a collection can be made that will not 
only meet the wants of our own Church, but, by its intrinsic merits, 
commend itself to the patronage of other denominations. We there- 
fore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That a committee of five, residing in different parts of 
our Connection, be appointed to collect suitable tunes for the work con- 
templated. 

2. That the committee shall have power to appoint one of their own 
number, or some other suitable person, to receive and arrange the mat- 
ter so furnished for papcanion, and shall also have power to arrange 
all details for the successful prosecution of the work. 

3. That no original composition or arrangement shall be admitted 
into the work until a manuscript copy shall have been furnished each 
member of the committee, and his approval obtained thereto. 

4, That each member of the committee shall furnish every other 
member with a list of pieces furnished by him for publication, and in 
what works found, who shall, as soon as practicable, express his ap- 
proval of or dissent to each piece; and it shall require a majority of 
the committee to any piece admitted. 

5. Whenever a collection satisfactory to the committee shall have 
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been made, the General Book Agent is hereby instructed to publish the 
game, as soon as practicable. Cuas. [. Harvey, Chairman. 


ACM. Shipp presented an appeal from John Veal and others, of 
Coiumbia, South Carolina, on behalf of their church, that was burned 
during the war, which was read, ¢nd, on motion of E. W. Sehon, 
it was 

Resclved, That the Conference has heard with deep emotion of the 
sed iortunes of our brethren in Columbia, 8. C., and earnestly com- 
mend the Rey. Wm. Martin, who is soliciting aid for the rebuilding of 
their church, to the kind and liberal consideration of the members and 
friends of our Communion. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Revisal, submitted Report 
No. 6 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. It is as follows: 


4 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 6. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report No. 6. 

Your committee have had sundry resolutions and memorials under 
consideration, and offer the following as the result of their delibera- 
tions : 

1. A resolution signed by Chas. F. Harvey and Geo. A. Dannelly, 
asking that Chap. IL, Sec..1, Ans. 3, of new arrangement, be amended 
by striking out all after the word “body,” In this request your com- 
mittee do not concur. 

2. A resolution signed by Guilford Jones and T. L. Boswell, pro- 
posing to change Chap. III., Sec. 7, Ques. 2, Ans. 1, by striking out 
the words “one year” and inserting “two years.” The committee rec- 
ommend non-concurrence. 

3. A resolution signed by G. A. Dannelly and C, F. Harvey, pro- 
posing to change Chap. III., Sec. 7, Ques. 3, Ans. 1, and Chap. III, See. 
8, Ques. 8, Ans. 1, be amended by striking from both passages the 
words “ perform the office of matrimony,” and substituting the words 
“solemnize the rite of marriage.” In these recommendations your 
committee concur. 

4, A resolution signed by J. E. Evans and §. Anthony, proposing to 
insert in the new arrangement of the Discipline, in Chap. VL, See. 1, 
pp: 22 and 28, the Chapter in the old form of the Discipline, or some 
other law of trial, which shall secure to Bishops-the right of appeal. 
Your committee do not think this change expedient, inasmuch as the 
new arrangement takes from the Committee of Trial the power of 
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expulsion, and only allows it to suspend until the ensuing General Con- 
ference. 

5. A paper signed by G. A. Dannelly and James Mackey, proposing a 
change in the Order of Business of a Quarterly Conference ; with which 
your committee do not agree. 

6. A memorial from Kansas City District Conference, proposing such 
a change in Part 2, Sec. 6, Art. 5, of the old Discipline, as to make defi- 
cient preachers beneficiaries of Conference funds. The committee rec- 
ommend non-concurrence. . 

¢. A resolution signed by J. C. Keener and others, proposing to 
insert in brackets in the new arrangement, at the end of Sec. 4, Chap. 
V.. the following: “[The change of the Discipline in 1866, removed 
oniy so much of the law as made attendance on class a test of mem- 

bership: the duty of the Presiding Elder, the preacher in charge, and 

the members of our Church, is undisturbed and specific to maintain this 
viral institution of Methodism in original force.]” In th’s the commit- 
tee concur, except the last three words, which they struck out. 

3. A paper signed by W. H. Bobbitt and others, proposing to amend 
Chap. HL, Sec. 10, Ques. 4, Ans. 1, new arrangement, by inserting 
after the word “ Church,” “and shall report the extent and result of 
their labors to the fourth Quarterly Conference.” Your committee 
recommend non-concurrence. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J. Hamiron, Chairman. 


A. L. P. Green presented a communication from the Rev. P. M. 
Pinckard, concerning certain claims on the Board of Domestic Missions, 
which was referred to Committee on Missions. 

The order of the day, being the consideration of certain memorials - 
referring to the removal of the Publishing House, was then taken up. 

J.S. Lithgow offered the following preamble and resolution, which 
were read, and, on motion of P, A. Peterson, the Louisville delegation 
were granted permission to withdraw their memorial. 

The Louisville delegation, after free consultation and due reflection, 
unanimously adopted the following preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, the discussion of the question relating to the removal of 
the Southern Methodist Publishing House from Nashville, Tennes- 
see, to Louisville, Kentucky, may result in injury to the Church; 
and, in view of the peace and best interests of the entire Church, there- 
fore, ¢ 

Resolved, That we respectfully ask the privilege of the General Con- 
ference to withdraw the memorial presented by this delegation to the 
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General Conference for the removal of the Book Concern from Nashville 
to Louisville. JAMES S. Lrrucow, Chairman. 


D. R. McAnally, on behalf of the ©t. Louis, Missouri, and Ilinois 
delegations, asked permission to withdraw all papers presented by them 
in regard to the removal of the Publishing House. 

On motion of R..S. Moran, they were granted permission. 

W. CG. Johnson moved the indefinite postponement of the subject. 
This motion did not prevail. / 

On motion of J. Hamilton, a special committee of nine was ordered 
to take into consideration the whole subject of the removal of the Pab- 
lishing House, and report to this Conference. 

Certain resolutions, referring to this subject, offered by E. H. Myers 
and I. G. John, were read and referred to that committee. 

The following memorial from the Rev. T. N. Stewart, and other col- 
ored ministers, was presented by J. E. Evans, and read: 


Memruis, May 17, 1870. 
To the Bishops and General Conference now assembled: 

We would respectfully solicit your honorable body to appoint a dele- 
eation—say five—to meet the call of the Bishops on the 16th day of 
December, 1870, at Jackson, Tenn., to confer with our delegates in 
organizing our contemplated Colored General Conference. If you 
approve our request, we would sincerely ask that you appoint the Rey. 
J. E. Evans, of Georgia, the Rev.. Dr. S. Watson, of Tennessee, the 
Rev. Dr. Sehon, of Kentucky, the Hon. Thomas Whitehead, of Vir- 
ginia, and one other lay member, said delegation. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

T. N. Stewart, 
Brengamin BuLuLARD, 
B. 8. Newron, 
J. F. THOMAS, 
Westry Wars, 
Auaustus Bostic, 
S. Learn, 
J. CLopron, 

and others. 


On motion of Geo. N. Lester, the request of the memorialists was 
granted, and R. J. Morgan was chosen as a member of said delegation, 

A memorial from T. J. McCoy and others, calling for a Sunday- 
school Convention, was read and referred to Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 
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The question on which Conference adjourned on yesterday, being the 
motion to adopt as a substitute for Report No. 2 of the Majority of the 
Committee on Educafion, the Report of the Minority, was then called 
up, and ©, K. Marshall, who had the floor, was allowed to speak on 
the subject without regard to the fifteen-minutes’ rule. 

The question was then discussed by C. K. Marshall, A. R. Winfield, 
~ R. Abbey, B. Craven, for, and by A.S. Andrews, A. M. Shipp, and L. 
C. Garland, against, the adoption of the Minority Report as a substitute 
for the Report of the Majority. The previous question was then called 
for by T. E. Bond—the call was sustained, and the substitute was 
adopted. (See page 240.) 

The Chair then announced the Special Committee of Nine on the 
Publishing House, to wit: E. E. Wiley, S. Regester, J. KE. Evans, W. 
P. Barton, W. C. Johnson, J. S. Lithgow, G. W. Williams, Jos. B. 
Palmer, Asa Holt. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by the 
Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 18, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Divine service was performed by D. R. McAnally. 

‘The Minutes were read and approved. 

On motion of R. A. Young, F. E. Pitts was granted leave of absence 
during the remainder of the session, un account of family affliction. ; 
and T. Maddin, Reserve delegate from the Tennessee Conference, was 
allowed to take his place in the Conference and on the Committee on 
Episcopacy. . 

Chas. M. Howard, lay Reserve delegate from the Montgomery Con- 
ference, in place of W. Garrett, appeared and took his seat. 

A. G. Haygood was put on the Committee on Episcopacy in place 
of W. J. Parks, and L. D. Palmer was put on the Committee on Sun- 
day-schools in place of A. G. Haygood. J. M. Mask was put on the 
Committee on Episcopacy vice Milton Brown. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 

The Rey. Dr. Burns, of the Baptist Church, was introduced to the 
Conference. 

The Chair then called for reports of Standing Committees. 

L. M. Lee, chairman of Committee on Episcopacy, ‘submitted Re- 
port No. 4 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 4. : 
The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to submit their Report No. 4: 
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The committee having been instructed to nominate one of our Bish- 
ops, or some other competcit person, to write the Life of the late vener- 
able Bishop Soule, and it appearing that Bishop Soule himself ex- 
pressed a desire that, should his Life be written, Bishop Wightman 
might be selected for the work ; and whereas, the committee believe 
that this desire is very general ; therefore, 

Resolved, That Bishop W. M. Wightman be nominated to the Gen- 
eral Conference to write the Life of Bishop Soule. 

L. M. Les, Chairmen. 

Also, Report No. 5 of the same committee on Episcopal Decisions, 
which was read and laid on the table for the present. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 5. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to offer their Report No. 5, 
as follows: 

The committee have had under consideration the matter referred to 
them by resolution of J. E. Edwards, R. Abbey, and others, proposing 
an alteration of Chap. IL, Ques. 3, Ans. 7, page 63, of Discipline, so 
that it shall require “a concurrence of two-thirds of all the Bishops to 
make the decision of a Bishop in an Annual Conference a law of the 
Church,” and the committee do not concur. 

They recommend, however, that the last clauses of said answer be . 
replaced by the following words after the words “the College of Bish- 
ops,” viz., “shall be reported quadrennially to the General Conference 
for insertion in its Journals, and shall be thereafter published in an Ap- 
pendix to the Discipline ; and when so published, they shall be author- 
itative interpretations or constructions of the law.” 

The committee farther recommend that all such decisions heretofore 
made by the College of Bishops, be inserted in such Appendix to the 
Discipline—to have the same force and effect as those to which the 
above rule applies. L. M. Ler, Chairman. 

‘Also, Report No. 6 of the same committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 6. 

The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to submit their Report No. 
6, in the form of a resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That, as to the memorials from Texas, referred to the com- 
mittee, requesting an increase of Episcopal service in that State, the 
committee can only recommend that this subject be referred to the con- 
sideration of the Bishops, with the request that the prayer of the me- 
morialists be granted. L. M. Ler, Chairman. 
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Also, Report No. 7, on an. increase of Bishops, which was read and 
laid en the table tor the present. Tt is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 7. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to offer their Report No. 7, 
as follows: 

Whereas, the Texas memorials necessarily brought the subject of an 
increase in the number of Bishops before this committee; and whereas, 
the committee settled nothing definitely on this subject, having first 
voted negatively on a resolution that it was inexpedient to increase the 
number of Bishops, but rejected severally the motions to elect one, two, 
or three Bishops, and agreeig in, nothing farther, finally reconsidered 
their first-mentioned vote, tnd then postponed the whole subject indef- 
nitely ; now, therefore, 

fesolved, That the aforesaid action of the committee be reported to 
the General Conference. L. M. Ler, Chairman. 


J. E. Edwards, chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, submitted Re- 
port No. 4 of that committee. A portion of it only was read, as follows : 


The committee, not feeling called on to invite attention, specially, to 
those cases where there appear to be errors in the administration of the 
presiding officers of tle Conferences, as to the business transacted under 
their official oversight, and yet believing that the General Conference 
should not carelessly pass by any thing of even a questionable charac- 
ter in the official administration of our Bishops, submit the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted by the committee, viz.: 

Resolved, Inasmuch as the Report herewith submitted to the Confer- 
ence involves, in some of its aspects, the administration and oversight 
of the Bishops, that it be referred to the Committee on Episcopacy for 
their examination before it is finally adopted by the Conference. 

On motion of H. A. C. Walker, the Report was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

Also, Report No. 5 of the same committee, which was read and laid 
on the table under the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 5. 


The committee have duly considered the resolution signed by the del- 
ecates from the North Carolina Conference, asking for a change in See, 
5, Chap. IL, page 61, of the Discipline, so as to add, after the word 
“care,” in the fifth line from the top of the page, the following words, 
“or any other appropriate work in which he may be useful as a minis- 
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tor of the gospel,” and recommend concurrence.cn the part of the Gen- 
eral Conference. Joun E. owarns, Chairman. 





H. Jewell and others of that committee submitted a Minority Report, 
which was also read and laid on the table. It is as follows: : 


x 


MINORITY REPORT. 


The Minority of the Committee on Itinerancy respectfully offer the 
following Report on the resolution of the North Carolina delegation 
which proposes ‘to change Sec, 5, Chap. IL, on page 61, of the Disci- 
pline, so as to read, after the word “care,” “or to any other appropri- 
ate work in which he may be useful as a minister of the gospel 
among us”: 

Resolved, That we do vot concur in the proposed change. 

Horace JEWELL, 
S. P. Wautrren, 

C. I. VANDEVENTER, 
T. L. BoswE tt, 

W. P. Movzon. 


-W.M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
presented Reports Nos. 14 and 15 of that committee, which were read 
and adopted, as follows : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 14. 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals beg leave to submit Re- 
port No, 14: . 

Your committee have had under consideration several memorials and 
resolutions relating to the publication of a Hymn-book and Catechism 
in the German language, and also the propriety of adopting the Evan- 
gelical Apologist, a German Methodist newspaper, as a General Confer- 
ence paper. 

After duly considering these memorials, we offer the following reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved, 1. That we adopt the German Evangelical Apologist as a 
General Conference paper, to be supervised by the German preachers 
in New Orleans, and the Executive Committee of the New Orleans 
Advocate. 

2. That ———— be, and hereby is, appointed editor of said: paper. 

3. That the condition of the above action shall be, that the Book 
Agent shall not assume any pecuniary liability in the publication of 
said paper, 
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4. That the Book Agent be, and he is hereby, authorized to publish 

a Hymn-book and Catechism in the German language, whenever in his 

judgment the demand for such publications shall warrant the expend- 

iture involved ; provided, that in the event of a sufficient appropriation 
from the Board of Missions toward this object, the Book Agent shall 

publish the Hymn-book and Catechism immediately. ; 

W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 15. 


Your committee, to whom was referred a paper directing them to 
inquire into the expediency of publishing in the same volume an 
abridged and revised edition of the Hymn-book and our Book of Dis- 
cipline, would respectfully report that, in their judgment, such a publi- 
cation is inexpedient at present. 

Also, having considered the resolution referred to them, intended to 
secure accuracy and uniformity in statistical reports, would recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Book Editor be requested to prepare blank forms 
for the collection of statistics, to be furnished for uniform use in all 
the Annual Conferences. 

Also, your committee, having inquired into the propriety of author- 
izing the Book Agent to make arrangements with the Colored M. E. 
Church, South, when formed, to furnish them with our books and a 
suitable paper as the organ of that Church, would recommend that the 
Book Agent be so authorized. 

Also, Your committee would recommend for adoption the following 
resolution :' 

Resolved, That the publications of the Publishing House be hereafter 
invariably made in the name of the Publishing House, and not in the 
name of the Agent, except publications for outside parties, which may 
er may not have such imprint, as it may be deemed expedient by the 
Book Agent and Book Editor. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


J. Boring, chairman of Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 1. 


In presenting their first Report, the Committee on Missions beg leave 
to state that, in entering upon their work, they found themselves 
greatly embarrassed by what seemed to be the natural results of the 


se 
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system adopted by the General Conference of 1866 upon the subject of 
Missions. Unwilling to propose ‘a radical change in so short a time, 
we have sought, by the suggestion of amendments and modifications, so 
to adapt the system of a Foreign and Domestic Board to the necessities 
of the case, as to continue it at least four years longer. 

With the view to accomplish an end so desirable, the Secretaries of 
both Boards, Drs. Munsey and McFerrin, were invited by the commit- 
tee to submit their views upon the subject, which they did, and from 
which most important information was obtained.- 

But, after every effort to continue the present organization of our 
missionary work, we feel compelled, in view of the results of the last 
four years’ experience, the large debts now demanding settlement, the 
expenses necessarily attending two Boards, and their operations, together 
with the state of the country, to recommend, most respectfully, the fol- 
lowing for the adoption of this General Conference: 


SUPPORT OF MISSIONS.—SECTION VII. 


ArtIcLeE I. The missionary operations of the M. E. Church, South, 
shall hereafter be committed to one Board, under the following provis- 
ions and regulations: 

Art. II. The Board shail consist of the Bishops of the M. E. Church, 
South, a Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, one Manager 
from each Mission District, and five Managers to be appointed by the 
Bishops. 

Art. III. The Secretaries shall be elected quadrennially by the Gen- 
eral Conference. The Treasurer shall be elected by the Board, and the 
District Managers by the delegates from the Conferences comprising 
each Mission District. Tf, for any cause, the General Conference shall 
fail to meet. at the appointed time, the Board shall continue in office 
until the next meeting of the General Conference. 

Art. TV. The Annual Conferences of the M. E. Church, South, shall 
be divided into Mission Districts, as follows: 

The First District shall embrace the Baltimore, Virginia, Western 
Virginia, Holston, Kentucky, and North Carolina Conferences. 

The Second District shall embrace the South Carolina, Florida, 
North Georgia, South Georgia, Mobile, and Montgomery Conferences. 

The Third District shall embrace the Louisville, Tennessee, Memphis, 
Indian Mission, Arkansas, Little Rock, Mississippi, and Louisiana Con- 
ferences. 

The Fourth District shall embrace the Texas, West Texas, North- 
west Texas, East Texas, and Trinity Conferences. 
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The Fifth District shall embrace the Illinois, Missouri, St. Louis, 
California, Columbia, and any other Conference which may be formed. 

Arr. V. The Board shall have authority to make by-laws for regu- 
lating its own proceedings; to appropriate money to defray incidental 
expenses; to provide for the support of superannuated missionaries, 
end widows and orphans of missionaries, who may not be provided for 
by any Annual Conference ; (it being understood that they shall not 
receive more than is allowed by the Discipline to other superannuated 
yainisters, widows, and orphans;) to print books for the Indian, German, 
ead Foreign Missions, build houses of worship, school-houses, residences 
for the missionaries, and defray all other necessary expenses incident 
to the work under its care. The Board shall also publish annually a 
statement of its transactions and funds, and lay before the General 
Conference a report of all its transactions and a statement cf its funds 
up to some convenient day near and prior to the time of holding the 
General Conference. 

Arr. VI. The Board shall meet annually to make appropriations for 
the ensuing year; determine what fields shall be occupied as foreign 
missions; the number of persons to be employed in each ; estimate the 
sums necessary for the support of each mission; fix the amount which 
may be drawn for during the year, and the division of said amount 
between the Foreign and Domestic Missions. 

Arr, VII. The sums allowed for the support of missionaries shall be 
sufficient. to support them in their work. The Board shall require com- 
munications to be made quarterly by each missionary, or from each 
mission, to the Secretary, giving information of the state and prospects 
of the missions in which they are employed. No one shall be acknowl- 
edged as a missionary, or receive support from the Board, who has not 
some definite work assigned him, or could not be an effective laborer on 
a circuit, except as provided for in Art. V. 

Arr. VIII. The revenue of the Board shall be derived as follows: 
From annual collections in every congregation, at such time and in such 
manner as each Annual Conference shall direct; from special collec- 
tions made by the Secretary ; and from donations and legacies. 

Art. TX. The Secretary and Corresponding Secretary shall reside at 
the place where the Board is located, but may be members of any 
Annual Conference or Conferences. It shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary to travel as far as possible through the Connection, visiting the 
Annual Conferences, and the missions under the care of the Board, 
promoting the interests of the missionary cause. It shall also be his 
duty to attend to all the business of the Board with the government of 
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the United States, in relation to schools which have been, or may here- 
after’be, committed to its care in the Indian country, by the Depart- 
ment of the Interior or Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It shall be 
tke duty of the Corresponding Secretary to journalize the proceedings 
of the Board; to conduct its correspondence; to give the missionaries 
any information that may be necessary; to prepare for publication in 
the Church-papers, monthly, an abstract of the proceedings of the 
Board, and condensed accounts of the missionary work, and prepare 
the Annual Report of the Board. The salaries of the Secretary and 
Corresponding Secretary shall be fixed by the Board. 

Art. X. The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Board in safe 
deposit, which deposit shall be made by him as an officer of the Board, 
subject to his drafts, as such, and his successors in office. He shall also 
furnish an Annual ‘Report, to be published with the Annual Report of 
the Secretary. 

Art. XI. In case of vacancy occasioned by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, in the Board, such vacancy shall be filled by the Board until 
the ensuing General Conference. 

Art. XII. Nine members at an annual meeting of the Board, and 
five members at a called meeting, shall constitute a quorum. 

Ar, XIII. 1. It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference to 
organize a Conference Board of Missions, which shall appoint its own 
officers and regulate its own administration, subject to the provisions of 
this Constitution. Each Conference Board shall pay all its funds into 
the treasury of the General Mission Board. It shall also furnish to the 
General Mission Board an annual report, containing the number and 
names, and an account of the condition, of all the missions within its 
bounds. 

2. It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference Board to make 
an estimate of the amount necessary for the support of each mission 
within its bounds, for which amount the President of the Conference 
shall draw upon the general treasury, provided the sum shall not exceed 
two-thirds of the amount raised the previous year for Missions by said 
Conference. Appropriations exceeding this sum must be made by the 
General Board. 

3. Each Annual Conference shall designate the time and manner in 

which collections for Missions shall be taken up within its bounds. The 
collections shall be so taken as to enable each contributor to give such 
direction to his donations as he may desire, and the amounts so contrib- 

uted shall be distinguished in the Reports of the Treasurer. 
4. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the subject 
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of Missions before the District-meetings, and also before the Quarterly 
Conference of each cireuit and station within his District. Eaeh Quar- 
terly Conference shall appoint a Committee (of not less than three, nor 
more than five) on Missions, of which the preacher in charge shall be 
chairman, whose duty it shall be to assist the preacher in raising w1is- 
slonary money. 

5. It shall be the duty-cf the preacher in charge of a circuit or sta- 
tion to institute monthly missionary prayer-meetings, and to encourage 
the formation of juvenile missionary societies in all the Sabbath-schoo!s 
within his charge. 

Arr. XIV. This Board shall be located and domiciled in ———. 

Anr. XV. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended but by a 
majority of the General Conference. Jesse Borine, Chairman. 


Also, Reports Nos. 2 and 3 of the same committee, which were read 
and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 2. 


The Committee on Missions, after due examination into the subject, 
submit the following resolution in relation to the Indian Mission Con- 
ference: A 

Resolved, That we respectfully recommend the Bishops and Board of 
Missions to continue the Rey. John Harrell as Superintendent of the 
Indian Mission Conference. JrEssE Bortne, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 3. 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
Texas Conference recommending that the General Conference unite the 
German work in Texas and Louisiana in a Mission Conference, or Dis- 
trict, beg leave to report that they have had the same under considera- 
tion, and recommend that said Mission Conference, or District, be not 
formed; but instead thereof, that as full and free an interchange of Ger- 
man preachers of the Texas and Louisiana Conferences shall be had as 
may be found practicable by the appointing authorities of the Church. 

We farther report that a, suitable Hymn-book and Discipline (espe- 
cially the first) in the German language are regarded as vital to our 
interests among that valuable people. We therefore recommend that 
the Bishops be requested to appoint a committee, whose duty it shall be 
to prepare these and other necessary publications, particularly a Hymn- 
book; and that the Book Agent be requested to publish such book, or 
books—the Missionary Board to pay one-half the expenses thereof. 

It is also recommended that the editor of the Evangelical Apologist 
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be authorized, under the direction of the Presiding Elder of the New 
Orleans District, Louisiana Conference, to organize a Board of Publ- 
cation, with instructions to establish a fund, the proceeds of which shall 
be devoted to the publication of the Evangelical Apologist and such 
German books and tracts as the General Conference may deem neces- 
sary for the German work. 

Finally, we earnestly recommend that the Missionary Board make 
appropriations for the German work in Louisiana and Texas, as it will 
be difficult, if not impossible, to sustain that interest without such 
assistance. 

Respectfully submitted. JessE Borine, Chairman. 


J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Revisal, submitted Report 
No. 7 of that committee, which was read and laid over under the rule. 
It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON, REVISAL, NO. 7. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 7: 

Your committee have had under consideration a variety of resolu- 
tions, referred to us by the General Conference, and report upon them 
as follows: 

1. A resolution, signed by C: I. Vandeventer and Jas. H. Birch, pro- 
proposing a change in the Discipline, on page 97, respecting the Presi- 
dency of a Church Conference, the committee recommend non-concur- 
rence. 

2. A resolution by Thomas W. Whitehead, G. G. Dibrell, and A. G. 
Brown, proposing to change the Discipline, Chap. II., Sec. 1, Ans. 1, 
thus changing the ratio of representation from one to every twenty- 
eight to one for every fifty members of the Annual Conference; pro- 
vided, that every Annual Conference shall be entitled to one clerical 
and one lay delegate: your committee recommend non-concurrence. 

3. A resolution by H. A. C. Walker and W. H. Fleming, recom- 
mending: First, To insert in Chap. IL, Sec. 3, Ques. 1, Ans. 1, “Sec- 
retary of Church-meeting” before “Superintendent”: voted not to con- 
eur. Second, On page 56, second item, to insert the word “religious” 
before “services”: your committee find this provided for in the new 
arrangement. Third, That wherever the words “quarterly-meeting ” 
occur, to strike out “meeting” and insert “Conference”: the committee 
find this already done. Fourth, That on page 57 of the Discipline, in 
the item after notation 10, all after the word “let” be stricken out. 
The committee recommend that Ans. 15, page 10, néw arrangement, be 
changed so as to read, “the report of the Trustees shall be made to 
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the Quarterly Conference in writing, and shall be recorded on the Jour- 
nal.” Fifth, On page 69 of Discipline, to strike out figure “6” and 
paragraph following, and conform the succeeding notation thereto: in 
this the committee do not concur, because the requisite change was al- 
ready provided for. Sixth, That on page 71 of Discipline, line 1, after 
“report” insert “or cause to be reported”: with this recommendation 
the committee do not concur. Seventh, That on page 240 of the Dis- 
cipline, figure “4” be stricken out; also the paragraph following, thus 
leaving the whole matter of salary, ete.,-with the stewards and pastor, 
as the Discipline provides on page 248, second paragraph: the com- 
mittee do not concur, as this matter was already provided for. 

4. A resolution from the East Texas Conference, asking that Chap. 
II., See. 11, Ques. 2, new arrangement, Answer be changed so that a 
local preacher may be eligible to deacon’s orders when he shall have 
preached two years; and that the Answer to Question 38, same page, be 
so changed that a local deacon may be eligible to elder’s orders two 
years from the date of his election to deacon’s orders. In neither of 
these recommendations do your committee concur. 

5. A paper signed by R. 8: Moran and N. F. Reid, asking for 
changes in the Discipline on page 249 relative to the appointment of 
members of the Joint Board of Finance. Your committee find this mat- 
ter already provided for in the new arrangement. 

6. A resolution signed by O. Fisher and T. C. Barton, asking that 
the provision of the Discipline that commits the trial and conviction 
of a member of a Conference to a committee, be so changed as to place 
that matter in the hands of the Conference and of ministers of the 
same grade. To this request the committee do not agree. 

7. A. paper by T. L. Boswell and J. M. Mask proposed to change 
Chap. VI., Sec. 5, Ans. 1, page 24, new arrangement, by inserting after 
the word “case” “provided, if in any case said committee should 
refuse or neglect to perform their duty, the preacher in charge shall 
proceed to investigate the report,” etc. To this proposition the commit- 
tee do not agree. 

8. The resolution by H. H. Montgomery and R. Abbey proposed a 
change in Chap. VL. Sec. 2, Ques. 1, Ans. 1, by adding, “And when 
the circumstances are such that the accused cannot be tried at the ses- 
sion of the Conference, the court of trial shall be appointed to try the 
case during the interval,” etc. To this proposal your committee do not 
agree, as they judge that such trial by committee cannot take place 
during the interval of Conference under the Jaw in the case. 


9. A resolution ‘by W. Shapard and J. B. Cottrell proposed such a 
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change in the Discipline as will make a member holding a letter of 
membership amenable to the Church granting the letter: with this 
proposal the committee do not concur. 

Respectfully submitted. J. Hamitron, Chairman. 


W. H. Foster, from the Committee on Sunday-schools, submitted 
Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 6. 


The Committee on Sunday-schools, to whom was referred a memorial 
from the delegates from the Pacific Conference in relation to the prepa- 
ration of a series of catechisms, having considered the subject and 
reported thereon, (see Report No. 1,) ask to be discharged ee the 
farther consideration thereof. 
Respectfully submitted. W. H. Fosrrer, Chairman, pro tem. 


Also, Reports Nos. 7 and 8 of the same committee, which were read 
and laid on the table for the present. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NOT. 


The Committee on Sunday-schools, to whom was referred a memorial 
from the Sunday-school Society of the Virginia Conference, in regard 
to the “relation which baptized children sustain to the Church,” ask to 
be discharged from the farther consideration thereof, and suggest its 
reference to the Committee on Revisal. 

Respectfully submitted. W. H. Fosrrr, Chairman, pro tem. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 8. 


The Committee on Sunday-schools recommend the adoption of the 
following: 

Resolved, That the Sunday-school Secretary prepare, and the Book 
Agent publish, at the earliest practicable day, a suitable manual for 
the use of superintendents, embracing a plan for organizing schools and 
conducting the exercises thereof. 

Respectfully submitted. W. H. Foster, Chairman, pro tem. . 


Also, Report No. 9 of the same committee, which was read, and, on | 
motion of A. W. Wilson, the first resolution was amended by changing 
28 to 40, and by adding, “Provided, however, that every Annual Con- 
ference shall be entitled to one representative.” After considerable dis- 
cussion, W. H. Fleming moved the previous question ; the ‘call was sus- 
tained, and the Report was adopted by a vote of 110 to 81, as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEB ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 9. 

Your commitiee have had under.consideration the memorial pre- 
senter by 1. J. MeCoy, T. J. Magruder, Simpson Bobo, and W. H. 
Foster, upon the subject of a Sunday-school Convention for the entire 
Chucyh; and report that they most cordially approve the objects of the 
memorial. Your committee would therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That we recommend that a Sunday-school Convention be 
held on the third Thursday of May, 1871, in the city of ———, com- 
posed of delegates to be chosen by the Annual Conferences, from their 
most efficient Sunday-school men, in the ratio of one member for every 
forty members of each Annual Conference; provided, however, that 
every Annual Conference shall be entitled to one representative. 

fiesolved, That a committee of five be appointed by this Conference 
to make arrangements for the session of the Convention, and to prepare 
and publish a programme of business to come before the Convention. 

W. H. Fosrrr, Chairman, pro tem. 

A communication from the Rev. J. K. Nichols, D.D., Fraternal Mes- 
senger from the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
to this body, was received, read, and referred to a Special Committee of 
five, as follows: N. F. Reid, O. R. Blue,,L. M. Smith, J. C. Granberry, 
EK. W. Massey. 

T. M. Finney made a statement in regard to the commutation of 
fare on the public routes of travel to and from the seat of Conference; 
and a committee of three was appointed to take this subject into con- 
sideration and report to the Conference. The committee is. as follows: 
W. M. Prottsman, T. J. McCoy, H. G. Hall. 

A motion of W. Smith and T. E. Bond to hold afternoon sessions 
from three to six o’clock was, on motion of D’Arcy Paul, laid on the 
table. 

C. Taylor, from Committee on Education, submitted Report No. 3 of 
that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 3. 

On the memorial referred to the committee, asking for statistics of 
our literary institutions, your committee reports the following: 

Resolved, That the presidents and principals of institutions of learn- 
ing under the care of our Conferences be requested to send to the next 
session of our General Conference, statistical reports according to the 
following form: Ist, Name of Institution. 2d, Grade. 8d, Location. 
4th, When Founded. 5th, When and by whom Chartered. 6th, Name, 
Title, and Post-office Address of the President or Principal. 7th, Num- 
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ber and Names of Instructors. 8th, Whole Number of Students—Male 
—Female. th, Value of Grounds, Buildings, and Furniture.. 10th, 
Number of Volumes in Library. 11th, Endowment. 12th, Time of 


Commencement, or Anniversary Exercises. 
Respectfully submitted. Cus. Tayior, Chairman, pro tem. 


Also, Report No. 4 of the same committee, which was read and laid 
over under the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 4. 


On the memorials respecting a course of study for local preachers, 
the committee begs leave to report as follows: 

Resolved, 1. That a course of study be prescribed for local preachers 
by the Board of Bishops, which shall be substantially the same with 
that prescribed for itinerant ministers. 

2. That, on page 15, new arrangement of the Discipline, Chap. IL, 
See. 11, the Ans. to Ques. 2 be amended by substituting for “four 
years,” “two years,” and for “proper examination,” “approved examin- 
ation before a committee appointed by the Presiding Elder, of which 
he shall be chairman, upon the course of study prescribed by the 
Bishops.” 

3. That, on the same page (15), the Answer to Question 3 be amended 
by substituting for “four years,” “two years,” and for “proper examin- 
ation,” “approved examination before a committee to be appointed by 
the Presiding Elder, of which he shall be chairman, upon the course 
of study prescribed by the Bishops.” 

Respectfully submitted. Cuas. Taytor, Chairman, pro tem. 

Also, Report No. 5 of the same committee, which was read and laid 
on the table for the present. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 5. 


On the memorial of Wm. Headen, (a member of this General Con- 
ference, and Agent of the Corpus Christi Male and Female Academy,) 
-which was presented to the Conference and referred to this committee, 
it reports: That the importance of this institution to the interests of 
Protestant Christianity in the region where it is located can hardly be 
overestimated. 

Situated at the farthest point in the South-west where we have a min- 
isterial charge, on the very confines of Mexico, in the midst of a popu- 
lation mostly Roman Catholic, but which, being greatly disaffected 
toward its own priesthood, is now ripe for the introduction of Protest- 
antism, it presents one of the most inviting fields for missionary labor 
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within our reach. Since, therefore, by the instrumentality of this insti- 
tution, many children of Protestant parents are being recovered from 
Romanism,and many more Roman Catholic children and youth may 
be readily brought under our influence ; be it 
Fesolved, 1. That we regard this educational enterprise as highly im- 
portant to the success of a pure Christianity in the extreme South-west. 
2. That we not only heartily approve, but do most earnestly com- | 
mend it and its claims, as presented by its agent, Brother Wm. Hea- 
den, to the warmest sympathy and generous liberality of our people. 
5. That some measure be taken at this session, looking to the imme- 
diate relief of the Corpus Christi Male and Female Academy. 
Respectfully submitted. Cuas. Taytor, Chairman, pro tem. 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the names of R. H. Vanderhost, of Co- 
lumbus, Ga., J. H. Anderson, Fort Valley, Ga., R. J. Brown, Macon, 
Ga., colored ministers, were allowed to be attached to the memorial pre- 
sented yesterday by T. N. Stewart and others, in respect to the organi- 
zation of the Colored M. E. Church, South. 

A. W. Wilson submitted the Report of the Special Committee on 
the claim of Reuben Wright against the Board of Foreign Missions, 
which was read, adopted, and ordered to be published, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MEMORIAL OF REUBEN WRIGHT. 


The committee to whom was referred the memorial of Reuben 
Wright beg leave to report: 

That Mr. Wright presented four promissory notes, dated Dee. 3, 
1860, Jan. 29, 1861, Oct. 21, 1861, and Feb. 4, 1862, two of them 
drawn by J. C. Robinson, Superintendent, and two by John N. Hamill, 
Superintendent, and amounting in the aggregate to $18,736.67. The 
interest claimed by Mr. Wright would increase this amount to nearly. 
$50,000. . 

It was not possible for the committee to ascertain, from any evidence 
furnished, the correctness of the accounts upon which these notes are 
based, or the nature of the transactions to which they owe their origin. 
We were left to inference from the statements of Mr. Wright and 
the imperfect testimony of the Rey. John Harrell, and, without division 
or dissent, came to our conclusion, as follows: 

The annual appropriations of the Board of Foreign. Missions, under 
whose direction and authority the parties signing these notes acted, 
were made according to the judgment formed by the Board of the 
annual needs of the work and the ability of the Church. These 
appropriations furnished, therefore, the measure of the extent of the 
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expenditures of all the agents of the Board, and the authoritative an- 
nouncement of the limit within which the Mission work for the year 
must be confined. There does not appear before us any proof of neces- 
sity to justify a transgression of this limit, nor did the Board authorize 
the use of its credit by these Superintendents. 

Tt is a just and safe rule, and universally recognized among business 
men, that the acts of an agent, when he transcends his authority, cannot 
bind his principal; and, however it may~in special cases bear hardly 
upon parties who, thoughtlessly, or in overweening confidence, deal with 
agents, any other would work incalculable wrong. The obligation of 
this rule becomes the stronger in cases where a fiduciary relation is in- 
volved. A. more rigid economy and more careful observance of the 
rules of business are expected and required of trustees than of any 
acting in their own right. 

‘ Holding ourselves to be but trustees of the missionary funds, we 
should regard the affirmation of the acts of our agents transgressing 
prescribed limits and the payment of claims, founded upon the exer- 
cise of an authority that did not belong to them, as the establishment 
of a precedent capable of unlimited abuse and a great wrong to our 
people. 

The Superintendents, in these cases, undertook costly and extensive 
improvements upon their own judgment, without the advice or coneur- 
rence of the Board of Foreign Missions; they contracted the above 
stated indebtedness in excess of the annual appropriations, without the 
authority of the Board and upon their own faith and credit; nor do 
we believe that they expected or intended that these claims should ever 
be presented to the Board. for settlement. We have only to add that 
Mr. Wright, as a business man, was conversant with the principles of 
the agency, was cognizant of the facts in connection with the opera- 
tions of the’ Board, and evidently, in these transactions, trusted the per- 
sonal obligations of the Superintendents. We therefore conclude this 
suggestion of the case with the following resolution : 


Fesolved, That the claim of Reuben Wright against the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the M. E. Church, South, as presented to this 
committee, be not allowed. A. W. Witson, Chairman. 

J. 8. Liracow, 
H. H. Monrcomery, 
W. B. Woop. 


The Conference then adjourned with the doxology ae benediction 
me the Bishop. 
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Thursday Morning, May 19, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by W. H. Watkins. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Joshua A. Barnes, lay delegate from the Kentucky Conference, ap- 
peared and took his seat. 

Bishop Paine took the chair, and called for Reports. 

E. H. Myers, from Committee on Episeopacy, submitted Report No. 
8 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 8. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to make their Report No. 8, 
as follows: 

The committee, having duly considered the subjects embraced in the 
paper from the Committee on Itinerancy submitted to them, adopted 
the following: 

Whereas, the paper named is mostly a statement of errors and omis- 
sions in the Journals of the Secretaries of the several Annual Confer- 
ences—sometimes when a Bishop presided over the Conference, some- 
times when there was no Bishop present; and, whereas, the document 
nowhere gives the name of any Bishop under whose presidency the 
inaccuracies complained of were overlooked; and, whereas, therefore, 
the document offers nothing which seriously affects the official adminis-. 
tration of any Bishop, and nothing on which to base specific action, if 
it were desirable, this committee can only refer the paper back to the 
General Conference for action on the matters contained in it, with the 
following resolution : ; ; 

Resolved, That the attention of the Bishops be respectfully called to 
the action of preceding General Conferences, requiring them to super- 
vise the Conference Journals, and to endeavor to procure accuracy and 


uniformity in the Journals throughout the Connection. 
L. M. Len, Chairman. 


Report No. 4 of Committee on Itinerancy, returned by Committee on 
Episcopacy, was read,and the committee had leave to withdraw the 
portion referring to the administration of the Bishops, and the resolu- 
tion referring the Report to Committee on Episcopacy. 

R. A. Young moved to amend by adding the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the record of the regular Minute-business be read 
each morning from the Journal. 

This amendment was not adopted. 

The Report was then adopted, as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 4. 


The Committee on Itinerancy has carefully examined the Journals 
of the several Annual Conferences, under the instructions of the last 
General Conference requiring “Secretaries of the several Annual Con- 
ferences to record all the acts of the Conference, of every kind what- 
ever, in the consecutive order of their occurrence, or in an appendix ; 
especially all complaints, charges, and specifications, with the decisions 
in all such cases, as also all resolutions, reports of committees, statistics, 
memoirs, appointments of preachers, and whatever else enters into and 
Seen: a complete historical record of each Annual Conference ;” 
as also the instructions requiring the Bishops “ to supervise the Confer- 
ence Journals, to direct the Secretaries to the requirements of the Gen- 
er: Conference as to the manner of keeping their Journals; to supply 
Mocretaries with copies of their decisions on all questions of Jaw sub- 
mitted to them in the Annual Conference; and affix their signature, in 
ail cases, to the Minutes of the Conference over which they preside.” 
Under these instructions your committee have conducted their exami- 
nations, with the following result, which is respectfully submitted to the 
Conference : 

Baltimore Conference Journal has been kept with marked accu- 
racy and neatness. ‘The marginal notes are so arranged as to facilitate 
reference. It is a fine specimen of neat, tasteful, complete journalism. 

Virgiua Conference——The Journal is found nearly faultless, there 
being only two omissions worthy of note in four years. On the opening 
of two morning sessions there is no record of the reading and approval 
of the Minutes of the previous daily sessions, namely, on the 24th 
November, 1866, and the 16th November, 1867. With these small ex- 
ceptions, the Journal is deserving of unqualified praise in all the essen- 
tials of a complete record. 

Western Virgina Conference.—The first, second, and third sessions 
have no errors of sufficient note to require report. The Journal is kept 
with care and taste. 

The fourth session, held at Point Pleasant, has no date of year, 
month, or day. The hour of the day only is noted. This is presumed 
to be the session of 1869. We note also neglect to follow and record 
disciplinary questions. 

No Bishop present, the Rev. S. K. Vaught was elected President of 
the Conference. Questions 7th, 8th, and 10th were asked: “Who 
are elected and ordained?” ete. Answers are recorded, giving names 
of persons elected and ordained. The Journal should have shown that 
the persons named were elected, but not ordained. 
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Your committee respectfully suggest to the General Conference that 
the questions answered, as above, should be divided, “ Who elected,” 
ete., “ Who ordained,” ete 

On page 104, we note the omission to record a certain paper adopted 
by the Conference. The entry on page 98 shows that certain brethren 
died during the year, but not named under the appropriate question ; 
and we find no reference of these natnes to the Committee on Memoirs, 

_ and no report recorded in proceedings or appendix. 

On the fifth day of the session, leave of absence was granted to Wm. 
Gaines Miller, Secretary of the Conference. R. Fox was elected Secre- 
tary, pro tem. Wm. G. Miller does not appear again on the Journal, 
and yet, on the final adjournment of the Conference, he signs the 
Minutes. e 

On page 101, the name of S. Hargiss is omitted, and substituted by 
the name of Geo. L. Warner, in an important connection, and should 
be corrected on the Journal. | 

On the first day of this session, a judiciary committee is appointed. 
On the third day, “ papers from the Glennyille Quarterly Conference, in 
the case of Rev. McCutchen, were referred” to this committee. Sixth 
day, this committee reports, and, on motion, the case is dismissed for 
want of jurisdiction. Same day, this action is reconsidered, and “ pa- 
pers laid on the table”—waiting on Episcopal decisions—and a cor- 
mittee appointed to lay the evidence before the College of Bishops. In 
all this there is no statement of the history, nature, or character of the 
case, showing a very incomplete and defective record. 

On page 97, (no question recorded,) “George J. Conner, (deacon, ) 
called, character passed, and, on motion, admitted into full connection, ° 
and elected to elder’s orders, and required to complete his course of 
study for the third and fourth years.” 

Page 104, S. Black and others enter a protest against the action of 
the Conference, in this case, in the following words: “ Whereas, the Dis- 
cipline forbids the election of traveling preachers to deacon’s or elder’s 
orders without an approved examination on the Course of Study,” 
This committee think the protest well taken, as otherwise a dangerous 
precedent might obtain in some of the Conferences. (See Dis., p. 74.) 

Page 96, under Question 15, the name of J. P. Johnson is called, 
and his “case laid over.” 

Page 98, his “case is called and referred to a special committee, and 
on motion he is permitted to have counsel, not a member of the 
body.” From this action an appeal is taken by a member. 

Page 103, the Special Committee submit their Report, which is 
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alamtad:-eand all this without any record of charges, speciiizations, tes- 


timony, or other history of the netcre of the case. 

North Carolina Conference—The Journal of the Conference session | 
of 1866 is found defective in several particulars. Frequent blots, 
scrawls, erasures, and interlineations; difficult to read. 

On first page we read, “For information, the standing committees 
appointed at last Conference wete announced,’ but who or what they 
were does not appear. Also, ‘a committee of three was appointed on 
the support of the ministry ;’ names not given. 

On second page, Question 15 taken up. .Question not recorded. Un- 
der this question “Solomon H. Helsebeck, through his Presiding Elder, 
asked for a location, which was granted.” This should have been 
recorded under its appropriate question, which, is not-the 15th. 

“ Questions 12 and 13 taken up;” not recorded. Under those ques- 
tions the characters of several supernumerary and superannuated 
preachers were taken up and passed; not the proper questions. From 
the second day of the session to the close it does not appear that any 
one was in the chair. 

“Question 15 was resumed, when N. A. H. Goddin passed examina- 
tion of character, and was located at his own request through his Pre- 
siding Elder.” 

again, “Question 15 was taken up, when 8. R. Traywick was located 
at his own request.” This matter is not under its appropriate ques- 
tion. 

We find other matter under questions foreign to the subject. We 
note, also, the reception of Hiram P. Cole on-trial, without any record 

of recommendation or examination. We note farther irregularities and 
omissions in recording business without any question, as, for example, 
“W. M. Walsh was continued in the superannuated relation.” Statis- 
tics reported under no question. So of the appointments of the 
preachers. Fifth day—Committee on Education reported, and the 
report was adopted, but not recorded. 

Questions 7, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, not asked; Journal 
not paged. 

Conference session of 1867—on pages 14 and 15 we read, “Question 
was taken up, when it appeared there were no preachers of the third 
year.” The question itself is not recorded, nor its numerical order 
given, 

Again, we read, “Question was taken up, when J. E. Thompson 
passed the examination of character, passed on all his studies, was 
questioned by the Bishop in open Conference, and was elected to dea- 


ia) 
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con’s orders, and admitted into full connection ;” but, as before, the ques- 
tion is not recorded. 

And yet again we read, “Question taken up—the Districts were 
called,” ete., but the question itself is omitted. 

On page 29 the Journal is dated Washington, 1868, when it shoul? 
be 1867. 

Conference session of 1868, we find on pages 65 and 66 a committee 
reported, and tke report adopted. It was then reconsidered, amended, 
and adopted, buif nowhere appears in the records of the Conference. 

Session of 1869, sixth day—resolutions were offered end adopted 
marked “M,” but not recorded. Also, resolutions offred by M. L. 
Wood. unanimously adopted by a rising vote, marked “N,” but not 
recorded, *Also, resolutions adopted on motion of H. I’. Hudson, 
marked “ P,’ not recorded. Avs, also, Report of Treasurer of Board of 
Domestic Missions, read, amended, and adopted, but not recorded. 

At the session of 2668, N. F. Reid stated that the charges and speci- 
ficatians presented against J. W. Tucker, and referred to him for inves- 
tigation as Presiding Elder, had been investigated by a committee; 
and that le had present all the papers in the case. 

A committee of nine was appointed to reconsider and determine the 
charges against J. W. Tucker. 

On page 59, we read, “The committee appointed to try the charges 
preferred against Rev. J. W. Tucker, have carefully examined the 
whole case. They have found Joel W. Tucker guilty of the charge of 
immorality, which was preferred against him, and have expelled said 
Joel W. Tucker from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” 

There is no record of charges and specifications found in the 
Journal. ¥ 

South Carolina Conference.—At the session of 1866, the third day’s 
proceedings were not read and approved. 

Session of 1867, Rev. J. B. McFerrin, D.D., is spoken of as Secre- 
tary of Foreign Missions. The last day’s proceedings not read and ap- 
proved. Minutes of the last two days not read and approved. In all 
other respects the Journal has been well kept, and is deserving of a 
high measure of praise. 

South Georgia Conference.— The Journal is, in the main, correct. 
There is, however, a single omission, for three consecutive sessions 
of this body, as to the presence of any presiding officer in the chair, 
after the day on which the Conference assembled and commenced 
business. . ; 

At the session of 1867 there is a record of the expulsion of a cer- 
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tain member for “immorality,” but no record of charges, aay 
or evidence in the case. 

At the session of 1868 it is stated that the Statistical Report was read 
with the entry, “see Report,” but the Report nowhere appears of record. 

|The Journal of the Georgia Conference for 1866, states that the 
Committee on Memoirs “closed” their report in the case of John Sim- 
mons, and the Appendix contains the report, but there is no mention of 
the decease of the brother in answer to the question, “ Wat preachers 
have died during the year ?” 

The Journal is not paged, and there are but few. marginal notes. 

North Georgia Coxference.-~The Journal for the years 1867, 1865, and 
1869, is a model of Conference Journalism,as a whole, but, like the South 
Georgia Journal, it contains the strange omissions, for three consecutive 
years, of any note as to the official occupancy of the chair, from day to 
day, after the opening of the session, except in three or four afternoon 
and night sessions near the close of the Conference. With the excep- 
tions alluded to, the Journal cannot be too highly commended. 

Florida Conference—The journal of 1866 not before the committee. 
At the 24th session, 1867, Questions 5, 9, Ti b4 AG pk Tyas 19020. Bi 
22, 23, not asked, and the Report of the Board cf Domestic Missions 
not recorded. 

At the 25th session, held January, 1869, a eas 1, 2,3, 6, 8,10, 15, 
were asked—the rest omitted. 

At the 26th session, held December, 1869, Questions 1, 3, 4, 8,10, 15, 
were asked—-the rest omitted. The Journal for this session not signed 
by the Secretary. ; 

Montgomery Conference Journal is found unexceptionable, bating 
the fact that it is not paged, and has a running heading foreign to the 
subject. Otherwise, (and these exceptions are trivial,) it is an admira- 
bly-kept Journal. 

Mobile Conference—In the Journal of the third session of the Con- 
ference, held November, 1866, there are the following defects : 

The Journal is not paged. The Report of the Committee on Me- 
moirs is commenced, but not completed. Two and a half pages of the 
Journal at that place left blank. The Report on the Fund for Dele- 
gates to the General Conference is not recorded. Also, reports from 
the Committee on District-meetings adopted and referred to, but not 
recorded, The 16th Question is asked and unanswered ; and nearly 
three pages of the Journal at that place left blank. The Report of 
the Financial Board is referred to, but not recorded. There is no 
record of the reading of the Minutes of the last day of the session. 


\ 
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In the Journal of the fourth session, held December, 1867, are the 
following defects : . 

The Journal is not paged. In the Minutes of Monday morning ses- 
sion there is no record of the reading of the Minutes of Saturday. The 
statistics are very meager. There is no account of the Minutes of the 
Monday afternoon and night sessions having been read and approved. 

tn the Journal of the fifth session, held December, 1868, we notice 
on page 7, after the record of the adjournment of the Conference for 
the day, the 5th Question is asked and answered. On page 8, the Report 
on the Religious Interests of the Colored People is referred to, but 
not recorded. On page 20, a report on the location of a Female Col- 
lege was adopted, and is referred to, but not recorded. There is no ac- 
count of the Minutes of the last meeting of the session being read and 
approved. Nor does the Journal state how the Conference adjourned, or 
that it adjourned at all. 

In the Journal of the sixth session, held December, 1869, a memorial 
from the District-meeting of the Mobile District is referred to, but, 
excepting the resolution, is not journalized. The Report of the Board 
of Finance, the report of the committee to reconsider the commission 
of the Rev. Dr. Meredith, and the report supplementary to the Finan- 
cial Report, were severally adopted, but not recorded. No statistics 
recorded. No account of the Minutes of the last meéting of the ses- 
sion being read and approved. 

Louisiana Conference—On page 20, Conference session of 1866, page 
22, and page 24, the action of several committees is reported and 
adopted by the Conference, but no record of the reports, either in the 
body of the Journal or Appendix. Questions 12, 14, 16, 22, not noted, 
though the matter of the answers to these questions is contained in the 
Journal. 

Session of 1867, many of the questions not propounded, but the sub- 
stance of the answers given. 

On page 91, session 1868, page 92, and on page 93, we have the fact 
-recorded that the Committee on Sunday-schools, on Ministerial Sup- 
port, and on Education, severally reported, and the Reports were 
adopted, but in no instance is the body of the Report recorded. 

In the case of James A. Ivey, in reference to whom a committee was 
“ppointed, it is stated, page 96, that the committee made their report, 
end a resolution was adopted passing his character, and another return- 
ing the papers containing complaints to his Presiding Elder; but there 
is no record of what the complaints were in this case. 

On pages 98, 130, 183, and 134, reports of committees are presented 
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and adopted. The resolutions in some instances are recorded, but there 
is no record of the reports themselves, either in the body of the Journal 
or in the Appendix. 

Mississippi Conference—We find the Journal of the Mississippi 
Conference correct in all particulars? 

Memphis Conference-—Journal well kept, and very neatly recorded. 
We find, however, a number of little errors and inaccuracies, which 
mar the Journal. — 

At the 27th session, page 120, the 3d and 7th Questions were taken 
up at the same time. No answer to Question 21. Question 23 is omit- 
ted, ae in lieu thereof it is stated, “the following appointments were 
made :’ 

‘Phe Minutes of the trial of D. F. Tabb are not recorded. 

At the 28th session, 1867, page 156, it is said the Conference ad- 
_journed with the benediction by the Bishop, while there is no record 
showing that’a Bishop was even present. On page 157, we find Ques- 
tions 3 and 7 taken up at the same time as at the previous session. 

Many circuits report no statistics at all. 

The report of committee on the trial of A. B. Sollers is said to be 
recorded in Appendix, but not found. 

At the 29th session, 1868, Question 23 not recorded. : 

At the 30th session, 1869, page 265, Question 16 not stated ; and on 
page 272, blank not filled, Page 279, Minutes not stated to have been 
read and approved, and Question 23 omitted. 

Tennessee Conference—The Journal of this Conference is very well 
and neatly kept, and shows but few faults. No Financial Report is 
recorded for the year 1867. The record of the trial and suspension of a 
member is given, and yet no record of charges, specifications, or testi- 
mony. 

On page 119, this Conference excuses a violation of jew by certain 
Quarterly Conferences. 

There is no Financial Report on record for 1869. 

On page 125, there is the report of a committee on the investigation | 
of charges, specifications, etc., against a member, and yet the charges 
and specifications are not given. 

Holston Conference-—The Journal is, in the main, unexceptiona- 
ble. In the Minutes of the session of 1866, in two instances, (pages 
77 and 85,) no mention is made of the presiding officer. Altogether, 
this Journal merits high commendation for its general accuracy and 
completeness. 

Kentucky Conference.—The records of this Conference for 1866 
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were not before your committee—an omission which often occurs at the 
close of a volume—but which should not be allowed. 

In general, the Journal is well kept; a few errors and a few omis- 
sions, however, may be noticed: 

In the record of 1867, the names of the members of the Joint Board 
o: Finance are not given. 

“Action” is sometimes “taken” on given subjects, but nothing is 
given to show*what that action was. 

No “Joint Board of Finance” appointed at the close of any session, 
as is customary, and required by law. 

Louisville Conference.—We note omissions as to the official oecu- 
pancy of the Chair, in a number of instances. On the first day 
o* the 21st session, (Journal, page 188,) the Bishop not being present, 
Dr. Linn was elected President of the Conference. On the second day 
fie business was taken up without noting who was in the chair, though 
it appears the Bishop was then present. A like omission occurs at the 
22d session, (Journal, page 256,) and again at the opening of the 23d 
session, as also on the first and second days of the 24th session. With 
these exceptions, the Journal appears complete, and worthy of com- 
mendation. ' 

St. Louis Conference—The Journal is free from even inaccuracies. 
I: is pronounced entirely unexceptionable in cvery particular of a Con- 
ference Journal. 

Missouri: Conference—The Journal is nearly faultless. On page 40, 
session of 1866, in answer to question, “What local preachers are 
elected and ordained elders?” it is recorded, “The following names were 
called, characters passed, and they elected.” This is a small oversight. 
The Journal deserves very high praise for its accuracy and neatness as 
a whole. | : 

Arkansas Conference—There is no record of the Conference held in 
1866 in the hands of the committee. The record of 1867 breaks off 
before the close of the session, and the appointments of the preachers, 
and possibly many other things, are not reccrded. 

In 1868, the Conference adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock p.m., and 
nothing follows but the appointments of the preachers. 

The Journals for 1867 and 1868 are not. signed by President or Sec- 
retary. 

Great irregularity appears under the usual questions. Admitting on 
trial is recorded under Question 2d, “ Who remain,” ete. Election to 
elder’s orders is recorded under Question 1st, “ Who are admitted,” ete. 
The transfer of a preacher to another Conference is recorded under 
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Question 2d, “ Who remain on trial?” A transferred preacher is 
recorded under Question 15th, “Are all the preachers blameless,” ete. 

The following singular record is found in the Journal of 1867: 
“Prancis M. Moore, who was discontinued at our last session on account 
of his absence, came forward and showed, through J. M. P. Hickerson, 
his Presiding Elder, that he had been formerly received into full con- 
nection in the itinerancy, and elected to deacon’s orders by the East 
Texas Conference during the prevalence of the late war; and at a time 
he could not reach the Arkansas Conference to be received—therefore, 
on motion of said Hickerson, the action of the East Texas Conference 
in the premises was legalized by this Conference, and Francis M. Moore 
recognized as a member of the Arkansas Conference in full connection, 
regularly elected to deacon’s orders.” 

Here we have the singular fact of one Annual Conference legalizing 
the acts of another; and the still stranger feature that the alleged acts 
are not true; for the statement that Francis M. Moore had been received 
into full connection, and elected to deacon’s orders by the East Texas 
Conference, turns out not to be true. The Journal of the East Texas 
Conference for 1865, shows that F. M. Moore was elected to deacon’s 
orders under Question 8th, “ What local preachers,” ete. Such a record 
as this is untrue, illegal, and ought to be corrected. 

Inttle Rock Conference-—We note, page 2,a communication received, 
but not disposed of in any way. Page 15, Report of Committee on ~ 
Memoirs, in the cases of John Harris, Fountain Brown, Malcombe H. 
Turner, Franklin F. Bond, and J.C. L. Aikin, not recorded. Page 20, 
Stewards’ Report incomplete. For the year 1867, Question 16 very 
imperfect. Pages 38, 39, 40, 41, and 60, show no record of Minutes 
read and approved. 

Session of 1868, page 62, memoirs of Ratcliffe and Crowson not 
recorded, though the record in the daily proceedings say they are on 
— page. No reports for this session recorded. 

Session of 1869 correct, save in the omission to record a report. 

Indian Mission Conference-—In the Journal of 1867, page 282, in 
answer to the 14th Question, “What preachers have died during the 
year?” we find the name of Thomas Bertholf. On page 234 there is 
an entry noting the reading of his obituary, but no record of the same 
is found, as required by the law. 

in. the Minutes of 1868, we find reference to reports from various 
committees being read and adopted, but no record of them in any 
form. 


At the session of 1869, we find no account of the Minutes having 
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been read from day to day, during the entire session. Also, the obitu- 
aries of two deceased brothers presented, read,'‘and adopted, but not 
recorded. In other respects the Journal appears to be correct. 

Texas Conference.—This Journal is well kept, and we find in it, alto- 
gether, much to commend. 

At the session of 1866, the appointments of the preachers not 
recorded, though the Journal is duly signed by the Bishop. 

On page 310 we find this singular entry: “Question 1 was taken 
up, whereupon the following action was taken: The petition of John 
S. Clower was presented by Brother R. Alexander, P. E., and his request 
was granted.” - What the request was, we are not informed. 

East Texas Conference.—We note uniform omission to enter the names 
of those present at roll-eall, 

At the session of 1866, S. A. Williams, reported deceased ; S. Lynch 
and F. Wilson, in 1867; A. H. Shanks and Jos. Bond, in 1868; and J. 
R. Burk, in 1869. Reports are presented on the decease of these breth- 
ren, and adopted, but not recorded. 

In 1867, there was no report from the Committee on Memoirs. In- 
deed, we note uniform omission to record reports. The Journal is not 
paged. 

Trinity Conference—Journal is reported perfect. This is the very 
highest praise we can give it. 

North-west Texas Conference.—In the Journal of 1866 we note the omis- 
sion to state who occupied the chair on three of the daily sessions. Session 
of 1867, same omission in two instances. Session of 1868, same omission 
in two instances. At the session of 1869, we find the following record : 
“The name of 'Fhos. Whitworth was called, and he was located accord- 
ing to Discipline.” 

West Texas Conference-—The Journal of this Conference shows con- 
siderable irregularity in the disciplinary questions on the business of an 
Annual Conference. 

On page 92, the “case” of a member is reconsidered, a special com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration all the complaints against 
him, and report for the action of Conference; and, on page 93, this 
committee reports a conditional resolution to the effect that “his Pre- 
siding Elder appoint a committee of three, who shall examine all the 
accusations against him; and if he is found innocent enough in their 
judgment for his character to pass, it is, in this act of the committee, 
passed ; but if this is not the case, they shall punish him as they think 
right, and report to the next session of the Conference.” And all this 
without any statement of charges, specifications, history or nature of 
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the case. Query: How “innocent” must a man be, in the judgment 
of a committee of three, in order to the passage of his character ? 

The Journal of this Conference shows other cases of trial and pun- 
ishment, with no record of charges, specifications, ete. 

The committee submit to the Conference whether or not the admin- 
istration is according to law and usage in the above-mentioned case, 
under the “conditional resolution.” 

Columbia Conference—Journal very well kept. We note the omission 
to record the notice given by the Bishop of the ordination of deacons 
and elders. 

Pacific Conference.—We find no mention of the presence of a Bishop, 
or of any other presiding officer, on the third and fourth days of the 
session of 1866. With this exception, the Journal contains a complete 
record of the Conference proceedings. 

Illinois Conference—This Journal is found free from errors and 
omissions. As a whole, it is worthy of high commendation. It might 
be improved by inserting a larger number of marginal notes and refer- 
ences. 

The committee beg leave to submit the following resolutions for the 
adoption of the Conference, with the design of still farther tending to 
improve and perfect the Journals, as historical records of our Annual 
Conferences : 

Resolved, 1. That the Secretaries of the Annual Conferences, for the 
sake of greater convenience, be requested to use such books for their 
records as will conveniently comprise the regular proceedings of the 
four annual sessions coming between the sessions of the General Con- 
ference, with the Appendix for reports, etc., so that enly one book of 
medium size shall be necessary to be forwarded to the General Confer- 
ence for the use of the Committee on Itinerancy. 

2. That the Secretaries be requested to keep up a running heading, 
from page to page of the Journals, stating the date of the Conference 
session. 

3. That the Bishops be respectfully requested to see that the regular 
questions are recorded by the Secretaries in their numerical order, and 
answered ; and that they give particular direction as to the recording 
the memoirs of the deceased preachers, and the reports of committees. 

Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman, 

L. M. Lee, chairman of Committee on Episcopacy, submitted Re- 
port No. 9 of that committee, which was read, laid on the table 
under the rule, and, on motion of T. Reed, made the order of the day 
for Saturday, May 21, at 10 o’clock a.m. It is as follows: 
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‘The Committee on Episcopacy having been “instructed to inquire 
into the validity of the last proviso in the Restrictive Rules, under the 
circumstances of its introduction into the Discipline, and to vepors 
whether any additional legislation is necessary respecting said rule ;””* 
and having given their careful attention to the subject, beg leave to 
submit the following as the result of their deliberations : : 

The resolution contains two distinct subjects : 

First. As to “the validity of the last proviso in the Restrictive 
Rules, under the circumstances of its introduction into the Discipline.” 
And, 

Second. As to “whether any additional legislation is necessary re- 
specting said’rule.” 

We consider them in the order of their statement. 

First. As to the validity of the proviso. 

The resolution, in its terms and intent, suspects the constitutional 
validity of the proviso, and supposes tlie presence of something in “the 
circumstances of its introduction into the Discipline” that invalidates 
its authority, and renders it of no effect as a provision for investing the 
Episcopacy with the right or power to veto an act of the General Con- 
ference. The suspicion expressed in the resolution is justified by “the 
circumstances” under which the proviso was “introduced into the 
Discipline.” It was the act, simply and solely, of a majority vote of 
the General Conference. The resolution putting it into the Discipline, 
and giving it the authority of law, with the quality and power of a 
restrictive rule of the Church, both as to the rights of the Episcopacy 
and the powers of the General Conference, was introduced and adopted 
on the 31st of May, at the General Conference of 1854. The resolu- 
tion originated with the late Rev. W. A. Smith, D.D. But, after its 
adoption, and on more mature reflection, he did not regard it as com- 
plete and authoritative, as enacted in 1854; and sought, at the General 
Conference of 1866, to correct and legitimate what. he believed to be 
defective and imperfect in its character and authority asa law. The 
position it occupies in the Discipline, as related to, and a part of, 
the Constitution, recognizes and proclaims it as one of the constitutional 
provisions of the Church; and yet it is isolated, in form and authority, 
from other provisional exceptions of the Constitution, and becomes a 
part of the Constitution, not by an appeal to the original and ultimate 
authority of the Church, but by a mere majority vote of the General 
Conference. The General Conference may, under certain limitations 
and restrictions, make rules and regulations for the government of the 
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Church, by a majority vote; but it cannot add to, or take from, the 
restrictions imposed upon it by the Church, by the vote of a majority 
of its own members. If, therefore, the proviso in question be regarded 
as « law of the General Conference, it is out of place and without 
authority as a part of the Constitutian; and if it be held as in and of 
the Constitution of the Church, it is still invalid and without force, 
because it has not the sanction, and is without the authority, of the 
Church. It is not constitutionally a part of the Constitution. 

Again: The supposition that the proviso added to the Constitution 
by vote of the General Conference, in 1854, is valid, and possesses the 
force of law, rests upon two assumptions, neither of which is true. It 
assumes, first, that the right or power to veto an act of the General 
Conference is inherent in the Episcopacy; and, second, that the General 
Conference, in its own right, possesses the power of determining the 
constitutionality of its own acts. 

I. As to the first of these assumptions, it is enough to say, as a broad, 
general view of the subject, that whatever may be held as an abstract 
idea of the inherent rights and powers of the Episcopacy, the right or 
the power of veto, as a prerogative of the Episcopal office, has neither 
been held as a principle nor exercised as a power in our Church. Its 
need has sometimes been felt, and its utility, under well-defined limita- 
tions and restrictions, will be readily acknowledged; but the Church 
has never conferred it, and the Bishops have never used it. Besides, 
the doubts as to the validity of the proviso now in the Discipline, must 
satisfy every thoughtful person that the veto power contained in the 
proviso is not the recognition of an inherent right or original power of 
the Episcopacy, but is the creation of the General Conference at the 
time and “under the circumstances of its introduction into the Disci- 
pline.” . And, in addition, the proviso itself, both in the power it 
assumes and the right it confers, has nothing older than itself, or out- 
side of itself, or independent of itself, to establish its self-assamed power, 
or to legitimate its well-intended, but unauthorized, rights. As it.does 
not either recognize or assert the inherent veto power of the Episcopacy, 
and did not, because it could not, confer it, it may be safely affirmed, 
on the broad general view we are now taking, that the veto power does 
not inhere in the Episcopal office, and does not belong to it by any 
legitimate act or authorization of the Church. The General Confer- 
ence, in the act we are considering, did not possess the power, and could 
not confer the right or the power, of veto upon the Episcopacy of the 
Church. 


Pursuing the inquiry as to the inherence of the veto power in the 
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Episcopacy, we turn from these general views of the subject to the espe- 
cial facts of our Church-history and government, which may be regarded 
as authoritative exponents both of the fact and the principle we are 
seeking to solve and establish. The following facts need only to be 
stated : 

1. The right or power of veto is not recognized or conceded, either 
by expression or implication, in the composition or constitution of the 
delegated General Conference, or in the rights and powers by which it 
was authorized to assemble and make rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of the Church. 

2. The Episcopacy of the Church has never assumed or asserted, and 
does not seem ever even to have suspected the inherence in the Bishops, 
or their office, of the right or power to veto an act of the General Con- 
ference. : 

3. The General Conference, except in the resolution of 1854, has not, 
by any expression of. opinion, or act of legislation, indicated the knowl- 
edge or belief, or even the suspicion, of any such right or power in the 
Episecopacy ; and even the resolution of 1854 contains in itself the evi- 
dence of the fact that it was the spirit and purpose of the act to call 
into being and give form and power to a right not previously existing, 
and yet felt to be important, if not necessary, to the security and per- 
manence of our ecclesiastical system. The act clearly was, and was 
intended to be, a creative act. . 

4. When, in 1820, the General Conference by resolution made Pre- 
siding Elders elective by the Annual Conferences, and thereby denied 
to the Episcopacy both the right and the power of appointing them, the 
Senior Bishop, McKendree, believed the act to be unconstitutional, 
because it interfered “with the plan of our itinerant General Superin- 
tendeney,” and was, therefore, in conflict with one of the restrictions 
upon the power of the General Conference. At the same time Joshua 
Soule was elected Bishop, but declined consecration, and resigned the - 
office, because he believed the act to be unconstitutional, and could not 
accept an office that imposed obedience to the resolution. The Senior 
Bishop prepared a protest “ pronouncing the resolution unconstitutional, 
and therefore destitute of the proper authority of the Church.” He did 
not, however, present the protest, because, under these combined influ- 
ences, the General Conference suspended the operation of the resolution, 
and, in 1824, repealed it. These are historical facts. And, in their 
essential nature and qualities, they ignore and repudiate both the idea 
and the fact that the right or the power of veto resides in the. Hpisco- 
pacy. The conclusion is too plain and positive for doubt or disputation. 
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On all the grounds, then, as herein set forth and established, that 
deny and disprove the inherency of the right or power of veto in the 
Episcopacy, the assumption of such right, as validating the resolution 
of 1854, falls to the ground, and with it the supposition of the validity 
and authority of the proviso also falls; and the proviso itself is there- 
fore, in this view of it, void as legislation, and of no effect as law. 

II. The second point of the supposition that the proviso in question 
is valid, and possesses the force of law, rests, as has been stated, upon 
the assumption that the General Conference, in its own right, possesses 
the power of determining the constitutionality of its own acts. <A start- 
ing-point in the argument against this assumption may be well taken in 
the opinion and words of the late venerable Senior Bishop of our 
Church, the Rev. Joshua Soule, uttered as long ago as 1824. He then 
said: “The General Conference is not the proper judge of the consti- 
tutionality of its own acts. If the General Conference be the sole judge 
of such questions, then there are no bounds to its power.” It might be 
added, and no security against its power, or its encroachments upon 
the integrity and unity of the Church, or the rights of its ministers. 
But we do not draw arguments from the possible intolerance of power, or 
the apprehensions of danger; nor rest them upon opinion—even the 
opinion of so good and great a man as Joshua Soule. We take higher 
and stronger grounds. Our own constitutional history is the field; its 
facts, our argument... But we do not traverse its circumference; we only 
take the dimensions of its density and its diameter. We present the 
whole argument in propositions that contain their own conclusions, and 
at the same time contradict the assumption that the General Conference, 
in its own right, possesses the power of determining the constitutionality 
of its own acts. 

1. The General Conference is not an original body, self-existent and 
independent. It is the creation of another body, larger and stronger 
than itself. It does not possess original life or power. It has power; 
but its powers are derived and dependent. Again: it is representative; 
represents a power behind and outside of itself; existing before and 
independent of itself. The General Conference has a Constitution ; but 
it did not make its Constitution. It was made for it by another body, 
and before it had a being. Its own being and power reside in, and are 
derived from, the Constitution that another gave it, and that gives it 
organic life and power, The terms and tenor of the restrictions upon 
its power show its responsibility, and prove that the right of determin- 
ing the constitutionality of its acts was reserved, and remains in the 
hands of the original body of elders. 
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2. The General Cenference is a delegated body, with delegated pow- 
ers. It was constituted, and its constitutional prerogatives and powers 
defined and limited, by the body of elders of the Church in General 
Convention assembled, in 1808. Previous to 1808, the whole body of 
eldcis, in quadrennial session, possessed the legislative power of the 
Church, and made all rules and regulations for its government. For 
sufficient and satisfactory reasons, they then determined to delegate 
their powers, under certain limitations and restrictions, to an elective 
body of elders, to be chosen from and by-the members of the several 
Annual Conferences. Subsequently, in 1828, the first proviso of the 
Constitution, as it now stands, defining the means and mode by which 
any one of the six restrictions, except the first, which is held to be unal- 
terable, may be altered, was adopted, and became a part of the Consti- 
tution. Within the limitations specifically stated, the General Confer- 
ence has “ full powers” to make rules and regulations for our Church: 
outside of the restrictions, it has no power to make, to modify, or to 
revoke: to effect either of these changes, or any other, it is com- 
pelled to remit the subject to the judgment of the original body of 
elders. 

3. The General Conference is a dependent and responsible body: 
dependent for its being and authority upon the original body of elders, 
and responsible to them for its fidelity in the use of the powers dele- 
gated to it. But without some provision of the Constitution, such as 
was aimed to be established in the proviso under consideration, there is 
no legitimate or authoritative mode, either of questioning the constitu- 
tionality of their acts, or of remitting them to another tribunal for 
adjudication. And in the absence of suitable provision for this pur- 
pose, the General Conference may exercise the power, even if it do not. 
claim the right of determining the constitutionality of its own acts; 
and, in such an event, the General Conference absorbs all power into 
itself, its responsibility ceases, and it can “revoke, alter, change, or 
destroy” even the Constitution itself, at its own will and by its own act. 
Such power was not given to it, nor intended to be given. But all this 
power would have been given, if, in what was given, was included the 
right of determining the constitutionality of its own acts. The original 
body of elders delegated every thing’ of power they possessed, if they 
delegated this power. They reserved nothing to themselves, if they 
did not. reserve the right to guard their own Constitution: if they did 
not reserve the right of determining the constitutionality of the acts of 
the delegated body: if they did not reserve the right to hold their 
agents and representatives in the grasp of a grave, dignified, and 
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ceaseless responsibility to themselves as the ultimate and only legitimate 
judge of their acts, and of their fidelity to the engagements and obliga- 
tions of the Constitution, made and provided for their especial guidance 
and government. It is incredible that such a body of men as those who 
inaugurated the Constitution of the Church, and checked and restrained 
the General Conference with such limitations to their acts, and such 
restraints upon their power, could have been so ‘incautious and incon- 
siderate as to dispossess and deprive themselves so utterly of any farther 
and all future relations to, and control over, those to whom they in- 

trusted their rights and delegated their powers. Such a supposition 
would be an assault upon their integrity and intelligence, as unjust as 
it is unmerited. 

Tn view, then, of the foregoing facts and arguments, and in consider- 
ation of the farther fact that the proviso in question, for “its introduc- 
tion into the Discipline,” and for its validity as a part of the Constitu- 
tion, rests solely upon the vote of the General Conference, your com- 
mittee is of the opinion that it is defective in authority as a law, and 
that it is not, and of right cannot be, either received or maintained as 
a part of the Constitution of the Church. 

We were instructed to inquire and report— 

Second. As to “whether any additional legislation is necessary re- 
specting said rule.” 

If the General Conference accepts the conclusions of its committee, 
the invalidity of the proviso, and its consequent incompetency to fulfill 
the objects of its incorporation into the Discipline, are already deter- 
mined. ‘The only question deserving of consideration now, concerns 
the desirableness of such an addition to the Constitution. The need of 
it has been often felt, and the absence of the provision and its powers, 
for their conservative influence, and as a check upon hasty and im- 
proper legislation, as often deplored. There ‘can be scarcely a doubt 
as to the necessity of such a definition of the rights of the Episco- 
pacy, and the powers of the General Conference, as it was believed 
would be secured and settled by the resolution adopted in 1854. Right 
is not always secure or strong. Power is cumulative, aggressive, self 
willed. Right and power are often antagonistic. Undefined right is 

uncertain and insecure. Uncontrolled power is grasping and ambi- 
tious: the one needs a shield, the other a bridle. Both, in their rela- 
tions to each other and to the Church, will be better with legislative 
definitions and constitutional guards. . 

Besides, in the possible contingency of a disagreement between the 
Bishops and the General Conference, as to the constitutionality of any 
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act of legislation, a contingency that may often and at any time occur, 
there is now no established rule of procedure for the adjustment of the 
issue, or the settlement of its difficulties. The security and peace of the 
Church may, in such a case, receive great damage. Is it not the dic-~ 
tate of wisdom to “ foresee the evil,” and prevent it by necessary legis- 
lation? 

Assuming, as we may be free to do, from the act of the General 
Conference in 1854, that that act was the evidence of a desire and the 
expression of a purpose to supply a need of the Church long and often 
painfully felt, and desiring that the Church may be freed from the 
apprehension of evil from emergencies that may arise from differences 
and disagreements as to acts of legislation, or questions of right or 
power, may we not venture to express the hope that the General Con- 
ference will so far agree with its committee in its opinion as to the 
necessity of foreclosing the whole subject by appropriate legislation, as 
to adopt the resolutions hereunto annexed, and thereby do itself the 
eredit of consummating the work so well begun by the aggregate body 
of elders in 1808, and of securing to the Episcopacy rights and powers 
they have not asked, but always deserved and needed, and which, we 
may both hope and believe, they will well use and never abuse? 

Your committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions as conclusive of the subject, and necessary to legitimate and 
perfect the object contemplated and sought by the proviso of 1854: 

Resolved, 1. That the last paragraph. on page 44 of the Discipline, 
beginning with “ Provided,” anu ending with the wor as “null and void,” 
be stricken out. 

2. That the following proviso, if it receive a two-thirds majority of 
this body, be sent round to the several Annual Conferences; and if it 
receive a three-fourths vote of the same, it shall be inserted in the Dis- 
cipline in lieu of the aforesaid paragraph ; 

“Provided, That when any rule or regulation is adopted by the Gen- 
eral Conference, which, in the opinion of the Bishops, is unconstitu- 
tional, the Bishops may present to the Conference which: passed said 
rule or regulation, their objections thereto, with their reasons; and if 
then the General Conference shall, by a two-thirds vote, adhere to its 
action on said rule or regulation, it shall then take the course pre- 
scribed for altering a restrictive rule, and if thus passed upon affirma- 
tively, the Bishops shall announce that such rule or regulation takes 
effect from that time.” 

All cf which is respectfully submitted. 

Leroy M. Ler, Chairman. 
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W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
submitted Report No. 16 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 16. 


Your committee, to whom was referred a memorial inquiring into 
the practicability and propriety of ‘cheapening our books and pub- 
lications, would recommend the adoption of the following resoju- 
tion: . 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be, and he is hereby, instructed to 
reduce the price of our books and publications whenever, in his judg- 
ment, the interests of the Publishing House will allow. 

Your committee have had under consideration the memorial referred 
to them, signed by the delegates from the Pacific Conference, asking 
that a Boek Agency or Depository be established in the city of San 
Francisco, and would recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be instructed to furnish our pub- 
lications to our Church on the Pacific Coast. upon advantageous 
terms. 

Your committee, having carefully considered the Quadrennial Exhibit 
of your General Book Agent, find that the business of the Publishing 
House has been conducted in strict conformity with the regulations and 
directions of the General Conference laid down in our Book of Disci- 
pline. 

Also, your committee have had their attention directed to the faithful, 
diligent, and. able manner in which your General Book Editor has dis- 
charged the numerous and arduous duties of his office. We offer the 
following resolution for adoption by the General Conference : 

Resolved, That the General Conference hereby expresses its high sat- 
isfaction with the efficient and successful manner in which the interests 
of the Publishing House have been conducted by the Rey. A. H. Red- 
ford, D.D., General Book Agent, and the Rev. T. O. Summers, D.D., 
General Book Editor. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


R. Alexander, chairman of Committee on Boundaries, submitted the 
Report of that committee, which was read, and a motion of S. P. 
Whitten to lay it on the table and make it the order of the day for 
Monday next at 10 o’clock, and another by B. H. Spencer to recom- 
mit the Report, did not prevail. It is as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 


The Committee on Boundaries of Annual Conferences, having ma- 
turely considered the various papers referred to them, as well as the 
subject in general, committed to their charge, beg leave to make the 
following report: °* 

We recommend’ to the General Conference the formation of a new 
Conference, chiefly within the boundaries of the Memphis Conference, 
to be called the “ North Mississippi:Conference”; of one within the Ar- 
kansas Conference, to be called the,“ White River Conference”; of one 
within, the Pacific Conference, to be called the “Los Angeles Confer- 
ence”; and of another out of portions of the St. Louis and Missouri 
Conferences, to be called the “ Kansas and Nebraska Conference.” — 

In the readjustment of boundaries within the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, which have been considered best by the committee, the 
names of the two Conferences in Alabama have been changed to “Ala- 
bama” and “ North Alabama.” 

We report the following as a correct description of the boundaries of 
the several Conferences, including those divided since the last General 
Conference, by its authority, and those formed under the recommenda- 
tion of this Report, if adopted: f 

Baltimore Conference shall embrace all that part of the State of 
Maryland which lies novth and west of the Great Choptank River, and 
also the part of Caroline county, in said State, lying south and east of 
said river; Newcastle and Kent counties, in the State of Delaware; 
and so much of. the States of Virginia and West Virginia as-is included 
in the following boundary lines: Beginning at the mouth of the Poto- 
mac River; thence up said river to the county line between Stafford and 
King George counties; thence with said line to the Rappahannock 
River, and with said river (but including Fredericksburg Station, on its 
southern bank) to the Blue Ridge Mountains; thence by that chain of 
mountains to Pilot Mountain, in Floyd county, Vea.; thence to New 
River, and by that river westward to the line of Greenbrier county, 
West Va., so as to include all the pastoral charges in that locality em- 
braced in the Lewisburg District; thence with the line between Poca- 
hontas and Randolph counties, to the Alleghany Mountains; thence by 
said mountains northward, so as to inelude all the territory which may 
be now or hereafter under our jurisdiction, and not embraced in other 
Conferences. 

Virginia Conference shall be bounded on the east by the Atlantic 
Ocean, embracing the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and all the portions 
of the States of Delaware and Maryland not included in the Baltimore 
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Conference; on the north by the Potomac River, from its mouth to the 
line of Stafford and King George counties; by said lime from that 
point to the Rappahannock, and by the Rappahannock River (exclud- 
ing Fredericksburg Station) to the Blue Ridge; on the west; by the 
Blue Ridge to the North Carolina State line; and on the south, by the 
said State line to its intersection by the Roanoke River (excluding 
Union Church, in Mecklenburg county, Va.); and by the Roanoke 
River and Albemarle Sound to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Western Virginia Conference shall include all that part of West Vir- 
ginia not embraced in the Baltimore and Holston Corferences, and that 
part of Kentucky included in the Guyandotte District. 

Holsten Conference shall include Kast Tennessee, and that part of 
Middle Tennessee now embraced in the Pikeville District; that part 
of the States of Virginia and West Virginia which is now embraced in 
the Rogersville, Abingdon, Jeffersonville, and Wytheville Districts, 
south of the line of the Baltimore Conference, a1d including Jackson- 
ville Circuit; that part of the State of North Carolina which lies west 
_of the Blue Ridge; a small part lying east of said ridge, and em- 
braced in Catawba Circuit, and that part now in the Wytheville Dis- 
trict; and so much of the State of Georgia as is included in the fol- 
lowing boundary: Beginning on the State line of Tennessee, at the 
eastern part of Lookout Mountain ; thence to the Alabama State line; 
thence north with said State line to Battle Creek, and with said creek 
and the Tennessee River to the State line of Tennessee ; and thence to 
the beginning. 

North Carolina Conference shall be bounded on the east by the At- 
lantic Ocean; on the north, by Albemarle Sound and Roanoke River 
to its intersection with the Virginia State line, and by said State line 
(but including Union Church, in Mecklenburg county, Va.) to the 
Blue Ridge; on the west, by the western boundary of Surry, Wilkes, 
Caldwell, Burke, McDowell, Rutherford, and Polk counties, to the 
South Carolina line; and, on the south, by the State line of South Car- 
olina, to the ocean. 

South Carolina Conference shall include all the State of South Car- 
olina. 

North Georgia Conference shall embrace all that part of the State of 
Georgia (except a small part. heretofore described as in the Holston 
Conference) which lies north of the following line: Beginning at the 
Chattahooche River at Pine Mountain, and running along Pine Moun- 
tain to Flint River; thence down said river to the southern line of 
Upson county; thence along the southern line of Monroe county, to 
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Ocmulgee River; thence along the south lines of Jones, Baldwin, Hain- 
cock, Warren, and Richmond counties, to the Savannah River. 

South Georgia Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
Georgia lying south of the southern line of the North Georgia Con- 
ference, and the town of Girard, in Alabama. 

Florida Conference shall include all that part of the State of Florida 
nos included in the Alabama Conference. 

Alabama Conference shall include West Florida, (except Apalachi- 
cola,) and all of the State of Alabama (the town of Girard excepted) 
lying south of the following boundary line: Beginning at the south- 
west corner of Pickens county; thence with the southern lines of Pick- 
ens and Tuskaloosa counties, and a direct line on the same parallel of 
latitude, east to the Coosa River; thence down said river to the south- 
ern boundary of Coosa county; thence east. by said county line, and 
through Tallapoosa county, to the southern boundary of Chambers 
county, and by said county line to the State line of Georgia. 

North Alabama Conference shall embrace all of the State of Alabama 
lying north of the boundary line last. described. 

Louisiana Conference shall embrace that portion of the State of 
Louisiana not included in the Mississippi Conference. ‘ 

Mississippi Conference, shall embrace all that part of the State of 
Mississippi lying south of the southern boundaries of Washington, 
Holmes, Attala, Winston, and Noxubee counties, ‘together with so much 
of the State of Louisiana as lies north of Bayou Manshack, Amite 
River, and Lakes Marepas, Ponchartrain, and Bourne, except Baton 
Rouge. 

North Mississippi Conference shall include all of the State of Missis- 
sippi not included in the Mississippi Conference. 

Memphis Conference shall be bounded by the Mississippi, Ohfo, and 
Tennessee Rivers, and by the State line between Tennessee and Missis- 
sippl. . 

’ Tennessee Conference shall include Middle Tennessee, except that 
portion of the Pikeville District in the Holston Conference. 
Kentucky Conference shall embrace all that portion of the State of 
Kentucky (not included in the Western Virginia Conference) lying north 
and east of the following line: Beginning at the mouth of Harrod’s 
Creek, on the Ohio River; thence running south, on the northern line of 
the Middletown and Jeffersontown Circuits, to the Bardstown turnpike 
road; thence with said turnpike to Bardstown; thence with the direct 
road to Springfield; thence to the towns of Haysville and Liberty; 
thence due south to the Cumberland River ; thence up said river to the 
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fork ; thence up the South Fork to the Tennessee State line, including 
Liberty. 

Louisville Conference shall embrace all that part of the State of 
Kentucky not included ii the he Kentucky, and Western Vir- 
ginia Conferences. 

St. Louis Conference shall embrace all that part of the State of Mis- 
souri lying south of the Missouri River. 

Missouri Conference shall include all of the State of Missouri north 
of the Missouri River. 

Kansas and Nebraska Conference shall include the States of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Colorado, and the Territories of Wyoming, Montana, 
and Idaho, and any other territory east of the Rocky Mountains and 
west of the Missouri State line not included in other Conferences. 

Indian Mission Conference shall be bounded north by the State of 
Kansas, east by Missouri and Arkansas, south by Red River, and West 
by the Rocky Mountains. 

Arkansas Conference shall include that part of the State of Arkan- 
sas inclosed by the following boundary line: Beginning at.the point 
where the North Fork of White River crosses the Missouri State line ; 
thence down North Fork to its mouth; thence down White River to 
the point of White River Mountains; thence with said mountains to 
Miller’s Ferry, on Little Red River; thence south with the range of 
mountains to the head of Palarm Creek; thence down said creek to 
Arkansas River; thence up said river to the mouth of the Petit Jean; 
thence along the line between Yell and Perry counties to the south- 
west corner of Perry; thence in a direct line to the south-west corner 
of Yell county; thence due west to the western line of the State; and 
thencg with the State line to the beginning. 

White River Conference shall be bounded on the east by the Missis- 
aippi River; on the north by the Missouri State line ; on the west by 
the Arkansas Conference; on the south by a line running from the 
head of Palarm Creek to the head of Cypress Bayou; thence down 
said bayou to Des Arc Bayou; thence down that bayou to White River, 
and down said river to its mouth, 

Little Rock Conference shall embrace all that portion of the State of 
. Arkansas not eee in the Arkansas and the White River Confer- 
ences, — 

Trinity Conference shall be bounded on the north by Red River; on 
the east by the western State lines of Arkansas and Louisiana; on the 
south by a line commencing at the Louisiana State line in Caddo Lake; 
thence up said lake to the mouth of Little Cypress River; up said 
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river to Taylor’s bridge; thence in a direct line to Fort Crawford ; 
thence in a direct line to Fredonia, on Sabine River; thence following 
said river to Belzora; thence by a direct line to the south-east corner 
of Van Zant county, including the Canton and Garden Valley Circuits ; 
thence along the southern boundaries of Van Zant and Kaufman 
counties to Trinity River; and on the west by Trinity River and West 
Fork to its source, and by a direct line from that source to Red River. 

East Texas Conference shall be bounded on the north by the southern 
boundary of Trinity Conference above described; on the east by the 
Louisiana State line from its junction with the Trinity southern bound- 
ary aforesaid, in Caddo Lake, to the Gulf of Mexico; on the south and 
west by the Gulf of Mexico to the East Pass of Galveston Bay, and 
thence by said bay and the Trinity River to the south-west corner of 
Kaufman county. 

Texas Conference shall be bounded on the east by Trinity River from 
the south-east corner of Leon county to the coast; on the south by the 
Gulf of Mexico to Trespalacios Bay; on the west by the Trespalacios 
River and the east line of Jackson, Lavacca, Gonzales, Caldwell, and 
Hays counties; and on the north by the Perdenales River, and a 
direct line from its mouth to the north-west corner of Travis county, 
and the south lines of Williamson, Milam, Robertson, and Leon coun- 
ties to Trinity River. 

North-west Texas Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
State line; on the east by Trinity and East Texas Conferences; soutlr by 
Texas Conference and a line running due west from the north-west cor- 
ner of Texas Conference to the road from San Antonio to Fort Mason ; 
and on the west by said road+to Fort Mason, and a line running due 
north from Fort Mason to the Colorado River; thence up said river to 
the Big Spring; thence due north to the State line. 

West Texas Conference shall include all that part of the State 
of Texas lying west of the Texas and North-west Texas Confer- 
ences, 

Los Angeles Conference shall include all the territory in the State of 
California and adjoining regions, between the Pacific Ocean and the 
Rocky Mountains; lying south of the following line, (and not included 
in other Conferences,) viz.: Beginning at a point on the shore of the 
Pacific Ocean, on the line between San Luis Obispo and Monterey coun- 
ties; thence, and on that line, to the Coast Range Mountains on the 
line between San Luis Obispo and Kern counties to Tijon Pass; thence 
in a north-easterly direction along the line of the Sierra Nevada Moun- | 
tains to the parallel of 36° north latitude, and eastward on that parallel. 
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Pacific Conference shall embrace all the. State of California not in- 
cluded in the Columbia and Los Angeles Conferences. 

Columbia Conference shall embrace the State of Oregon, Washington 
Territory, and so much of the State of California as lies north of 
Scott’s Mountains. bie 

Illinois Conference shall embrace the State of Illinois. 

In conclusion, your committee would recommend that permission be 
granted to the St. Louis and Illinois Conferences to divide their respec- 
tive territories, if it shall be thought desirable by them, within the next 
four years; to the Kentucky Conference, to extend its boundary north- 
ward, if it shall be deemed best—provided, that this do not interfere 
with the boundaries of Conferences already formed; and to the Louis- 
iana and Mississippi Conferences, so to change their present boundary, 
at any time within the next four years, as to include in the Louisiana 
Conference all of the State of Louisiana. 

Your committee recommend non-concurrence with all memorials, and * 
other papers referred to them, which are inconsistent with the foregoing 
boundaries and recommendations. R. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 

The Report was then acted upon, item by item. 

The boundaries of the Baltimore Conference were adopted. 

A motion of §. P. Whitten to reconsider the vote on this item did 
not prevail. 

The items referring to the boundaries of the Virginia and Western 
Virginia Conferences were then adopted. 

The item referring to the boundaries of the Holston Conference was 
read, and A. M. Shipp moved the recommitment of the items referring 
to the boundaries of the Holston, North Carolina, and South Carolina 
Conferences, which, on motion of J. M. McTeer, was laid on the table. 

A. M. Shipp and H. A. C. Walker offered an amendment, which was 
sustained by the movers and W. Smith, and opposed by J. M. McTeer, 
N. F. Reid, and W. H. Bobbitt, and, on motion of A. H. Mitchell, was 
laid on the table. It is as follows: 

Resolved, 'That a new Conference be established to be called Western 
Carolina Conference, embracing the territory within North Carolina now 
held by Holston Conference; the territory within North Carolina now 
held by South Carolina Conference, and bounded on the east by the 
Pedee or Yadkin River, beginning south at the South Carolina line; 
running thence north with said river to the county line of Davidson 
county; thence east with said county to the North Carolina Railroad; 
thence with said railroad to Greensboro, N. C., leaving said place, and 
all other places on the railroad, in the new Conference; thence with 
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the Piedmont Railroad to the Virginia line—leaving all towns on said 
road in the West Carolina Conference. A. M. Suter, 
H. A. C. Waker. 


The item referring to the boundaries of the Hoston Conference was 
then adopted. . 

On motion of T. Reed, it was ordered that when we adjourn, we ad- 
journ to meet this afternoon at 34 o’clock. 

The item referring to the boundaries of the North Carolina Confer- 
ence was taken up, and the following amendment, on motion of N. F. 
Reid, was laid on the table, to wit: 

Resolved, That the boundary between the North Carolina and the 
South Carolina Conferences remain as heretofore. A. M. Surep, 

W. Smiru. 


Leave of absence was granted to John M. Swinford for the remain- 
der of the session. 

The Committee to Arrange the Programme for the Sunday-school 
Convention, ordered on Wednesday, May 18, was announced, as fol- 
lows: T. J. Magruder, John Mathews, W. H. Foster, W: M. Left- 
wich, A. Snyder. 

- Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the Bishop. 


Thursday Afternoon, May 1971870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by W. G. E. Cunnyngham. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

D. Sullins, clerical delegate from the Holston Conference, on account 
of family affliction, and T. P. Thomas, of the same Conference, on 
account of personal affliction, asked and obtained leave of absence. 

The Report on Boundaries, on which Conference adjourned this 
morning, was then taken up. 

The items referring to the boundaries of the North Carolina, South 
Carolina, North Georgia, South Georgia, and Florida Conferences, were 
adopted. 

The item referring to the boundaries of the Alabama Conference was 
read; its adoption was opposed by J. Hamilton and J. E. Groce, and 
advocated by W. B. Wood,.O. R. Blue, and M. 8. Andrews. 

A motion of M. 8. Andrews to amend by putting Oak Bowery Cir- 
cuit into the Alabama Conference, and a substitute offered- by J. P. 
Ralls proposing to leave the names and boundaries of the Mobile and 
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Montgomery Conferences as they now are, did not prevail. “The item 
was adopted. 

The item referring to the boundaries of the North Alabama Confer- 
ence was adopted. 

S. P. Whitten moved the adoption of the following proviso : 

“Provided, The foregoing change in the boundaries of the Tennessee 
Conference shall not take effect unless it shall be approved by the said 
Conference at its next session.” 

On motion of A. H. Mitchell, this was laid on the table. 

The items referring to the boundaries of the Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and North Mississippi Conferences, were adopted. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Mississippi and North Mississippi Conferences be, 
and are hereby, authorized, if deemed expedient by those Conferences 
respectively in the next four years, to so change the boundaries of said 
Conferences as to make three Conferences out of the territory now 
included jn these two. R. ABBEY, 

C. K. MarsHatt. 

The items referring to the boundaries of the Memphis, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Louisville, St. Louis, and. Missouri Conferences, were adopted. 

On motion of A. Monroe and C. I. Vandeventer, ; 

Resolved, That the Missouri Conference have liberty to divide on the 
line of the Main Chariton River, if it find it necessary to do so, before 
the next session of the General Conference. , 

The item referring to the boundaries of the Kansas and Nebraska 
Conferences was adopted—a motion of T. M. Finney to change the 
name to The Western Conference did not prevail. 4 p 24. 

The items referring to the Indian Mission, Arkansas, White River, 
Little Rock, Trinity, East Texas, and Texas Conferences, were adopted. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and, on motion of’ R. 
Alexander, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Report of the Committee on Boundaries be so 
amended as to make the Colorado River the south-western boundary 
of the Texas Conference, including also that part of the shore of Mat-> 
agorda Bay extending from the mouth of said river to Pass Caballe. 

O. A. Fisuer, 
D. A. T. Woops, 
Wo. Heaven. 

The items referring to the boundaries of North-west Texas, West 
Texas, Los Angeles, Pacific, Columbia, and Illinois Conferences, were 
adopted. 
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The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the North Carolina Conference is hereby authorized 
to form a Western North Carolina Conference ad interim, if in their 
judgment the interest of the Church requires it in the next four years 
—the presiding Bishop concurring. F. M. Kennepy, 

N. F. Reyp. 


A motion of J. P. Ralls to reconsider this vote did not prevail. 

W. Smith, T. P. Garvin, and J. W. Harris, asked and obtained leave 
of absence. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, Conference adjourned with the bene- 
dicticn by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, May 20, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Relig- 
ious exercises were conducted by W. M. Pitts. 

The Minutes were read and approved. i 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair, and called for Reports of Stand- 
ing Committees. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Revisal, submitted Report 
No. 8 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REYISAL, NO. 8. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 8: | 

Your committee recommend that Chap. IIL, Sec. 8, Ques. 1, Ans. 
2, page 13, new arrangement, be amended by striking out the word 
“and” after “ministry,” and inserting the following: “And those who 
were eldevs in the local relation at the time of their admission on trial 
in the Conference, shall pass the like examination.” “In no case,” ete. 

The attention of the committee has been called to an apparent dis- 
crepancy between the Discipline, Chap. III., Sec. 16, Ques. 2, Ans. 2, 
page 19, new arrangement, and the Manual of the Discipline, page 49, 
Sec. 3, Item 2, in regard to the chairmanship of Boards of Trustees: 
if such discrepancy exists, it is the judgment of the committee that the 
Discipline is right. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. Hamitron, Chairman. 


C. I. Vandeventer, chairman of Committee on the Circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, submitted the. Report of that committee, which was 
read ard adopted, as follows: 


2 ; 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE CIRCULATION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the subject of the Circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, beg leave to report as follows: 

We have no official papers of any kind referred to the committee, 
but have received through the Rev. 8. P. Whitten, a member of this Gen- 
eral Conference, and an Agent for the Society, the Christian congratu- 
lations of the Secretary of the American Bible Society; with assurances 
upon the part of the officers and managers of the same, of their earnest 
desire for the continued and hearty codperation of the Southern Meth- 
odist Church in the great interests of the Bible work. And in this con- 
nection we would also state that Mr. W. H. Thomas, Agent for the 
Memphis and Shelby County Bible Society, and the Rev. Andrew Hun- 
ter, Agent for the American Bible Society in the State of Arkansas, 
and also the Rey. E. H. Pearce, Agent for Western Kentucky, have 
personally and freely communicated with the committee; and, through 
these brethren, we are assured that large and generous appropriations 
have been made by the Parent Society within the past four years to 
districts of country which we represent. The Rev. Mr. Pearce gave us 
eratifying information in regard to a new method of furnishing our 
chief thororghfares of travel—both railroads and steamboats—with the 
Holy Scriptures—a plan already in successful operation on the Louis- 
ville and Nashville Railroad. This plan has received the sanction of 
the Parent Society, and is soon, as far as practicable, to be put into 

operation throughout the country. 
‘With these preliminaries, we may be allowed to assume that never 
within the history of this country was there a period when the subject 
of this report was of greater importance than at the present. 

The Bible—the inspired book of God—reveals the science of human 
redemption—the way from earth to heaven: “faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” It prepares the way of the Lord; 
is ordinarily the harbinger of the advent of the Spirit. In every age, 
the general circulation of the Scriptures, and the careful study of the 
same, have resulted in a revival of pure religion. It was eminently so 
in the days of Josiah, when, amidst the rubbish of the temple, a copy 
of the neglected law was found and read to the people; it was so 
under the administration of Ezra; it was so in the beginning of the 
Christian era, and under the practical admonition of the Master, who 
said, “Search the Scriptures”; it wa so in the days of the Reforma- 
tion, when the long-concealed and fettered word of divine revelation 
shone into the darkened mind of the Church, and, attended by the 
resurrection-power of the Holy Spirit, breathed new life into the body 
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of Christ. It is sti// so. Do you desire a religious revival that will bring 
sinners to the knowledge of salvation, and one whose influence for good 
will last forever? Circulate the Holy Scriptures, and induce men to read 
and study them. Do you desire to build up the Church, which Jesus 
bought with his own precious blood, on the most holy faith? Then walk 
by the same rule and mind the same things. But the Bible has always 
been, in one way or another, opposed openly, or secretly assailed. .The 
enmity against God,” is not—cannot be—recon- 
ciled to the truth; and “men love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil.” Ignorance, and priesteraft, and tyranny, cannot 
live and flourish in the sunlight of God’s pure word; and therefore the 
enemies of truth and righteousness would destroy or explain away the 
doctrines and influence of this holy book. Opposition to the Bible has 
assumed different forms in different periods of the Church’s history. 
One of the saddest and most ominous developments of the times is a 


ce 


carnal mind, which is 


manifest tendency and purpose, in some places, to exclude the Bible 
from the public schools of the land. While, of course, we do not ex- 
pect or desire the inculeation of denominational tenets in these schools, 
and while the Bible may have been butdittle read and studied in some 
of them, and read to but little profit in others, yet, to refuse the word of 
the Creator, and Redeemer, and Judge of men a place in those schools, 
seems to us much in the light of a repudiation of this holy book—an 
evil and an iniquity from the guilt of which we desire our skirts to be 
clear, and to which we do most solemnly protest. “ But the word of the 
Lord endureth forever.” No weapon that is formed against it shall 
ultimately prevail, though it may be in the future, as it has been in the 
past, greatly obscured and embarrassed by the negligence or folly of its 
avowed friends. 

Facts known to your committee, and we presume well known to. the- 
members of this General Conference, assure us of an extensive destitu- 
tion, of the Holy Scriptures in many, and, indeed, most parts of our ' 
~ wide-spread country. And we cannot be too much impressed with the 
importance of making yet farther inquiries into the all-important sub- 
ject, and of stirring up ourselves and our people to increased liberality 
in furnishing the necessary means to aid in supplying the word of life 
to every man, woman, and child in the land. Said a dying man, not 
long sinee—one who had bequeathed a large part of an extensive and 

valuable estate to send the word of God to the destitute—* Would that 
I had means to furnish every human being with a copy of the Bible!” 
A wish, this, worthy of a good man, and one that ought to move the 
-heart of the Church of God. Here is one platform on which we all 


. 
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ean stand; one cause in which we can all unite; one great interest 
which we can combine to promote. And doing so with the right spirit, 
with right motives, and in dependence upon the blessing of the Head 
of the Church, the gates of hell shall not prevail against us. 

In conclusion, your committee desire to offer for adoption the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

vesolved, 1. That it is the duty of the Church of God to supply the 
world with the Holy Scriptures. 

2. That we recognize in the American Bible Society the most effi- 
cient instrumentality in the dissemination of God’s word throughout 
the States and Territories of this broad land. 

3. That we continue heartily to codperate with the accredited agents 
of this Society in circulating the Holy Scriptures “without note or com- 
ment.” | 

4, That we recommend more systematic and diligent efforts to 
ascertain the extent of Bible destitution among us, and also increased 
liberality in providing the necessary means to supply the same. 

5. That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, requested, when in - 
their judgment it is practicable, to appoint to Bible Agencies such men 
as the American Bible Society may elect. 

C. I. VANDEVENTER, Chairman. 

N. F. Reid, chairman of the Special Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the communication of the Rey. J. K. Nichols, D.D., Fraternal 
Messenger of the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church; submitted the Report of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, and the committee was instructed to communicate the same to 
Dr. Nichols. 

The communication made to the Conference by Dr. Nichols is as 
follows : 
BautrmorgE, May 12, 1870. 

At the session of the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, sitting at this time in Baltimore, Md., Rev. James K. Nichols, 
D.D., was appointed a Fraternal Messenger to the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to fill the vacancy created 
by the withdrawal of Rey. F. L. B. Shaver, the original appointee from 
the Methodist Protestant Church. - J. THos. Murray, Sec. 


CoyrEreNce Room, Bautrrmore, Mp , 
May 14, 1870. } 
To the Bishops and Representatives—ministerial and lay--of the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Churel, South, in Conference assembled, in 
the city of Memphis, Tenn., greeting : 
REVEREND AND Hoxorep Breruren:— The inclosed certificate 
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will explain the occasion and character of this communication to your 

“respected and venerable body. Honored by my brethren with the pc-i- 
tion and responsibility of Fraternal Messenger, I would lose no time in 
conyeying to you the fraternal greetings and Christian salutations of 
those whom I represent. Not being able to do this in person, by reason 
of the simultaneous sitting of the two bodies, and the great distance 
separating them, I substitute this letter in the premises. 

In the name, therefore, of our great Father in heaven, and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in the name of our cammon Methodism, and, 
especially, in the name of the Methodist Protestant Church, dear breth- 
ren, | greet you with a glad heart. I greet you as ministers of Christ 
and members of his Church, and bid you God-speed in the great work 
of spreading scriptural holiness over these lands and throughout the 
world. This is the chosen work of our cherished Methodism, and it 
affords me unspeakable pleasure to assure you that the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, as one of the feebler branches of that great ecclesiasti- 
eal brotherhood, rejoices to bear her humble part in its glorious con- 
summation. We claim to be disciples of that blessed Lord whose 
kingdom is not of this world. And in the fulfillment of our high com- 
mission as a Church, therefore, like yourselves, we have “ determined to 
-know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and him crucified”? A 
people emphatically of one work, and that work the salvation of im- 
mortal souls, the height of our ambition is to spend and be spent for 
its blessed accomplishment. : 

It is with great pleasure that I would advert to that most pleasing 
sign in our ecclesiastical heavens, indicating an increasing desire among 
the evangelical Churches of our land—especially those of similar faith 
and fellowship—to get nearer to each other, in the true spirit of Chris- 
tian sympathy and fraternity. Indeed, “union” is fast becoming the 
watchword of Christendom. What an example of this have we among 
our Calvinistic brethren, in the corporate union and consolidation of 
the Old and New School Presbyterian Churches! Shall Arminian 
Christians fail in this respect? It is most pleasing to me to be able to 
say, in this connection, that even since the commencement of this ses- 
sion of our General Conference, we have been approached by two dis- 
tinct branches of the great Methodist family, in the persons of Frater- 
nal Messengers, respectively, looking to and advocating a closer union 
_-of.our common Methodism. But honor to whom honor is due. You 
yourselyes, venerable brethren, aré in advance of all of them on this 
subject. Four years ago, Fraternal Messengers were accredited from 
your venerable body, then sitting in New Orleans, to our own, holding 


802 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May, 


its quadrennial session, at the same time, in Georgetown, D.C. And 
it is yet fresh in the recollection of the writer, how our hearts were: 
made to thrill by the eloquent utterances of one of your messengers— 
Rev. C. F. Deems, D.D., the only one who reached us—upon the great 
subject of Christian fraternity and union. Moreover, from your body, 
at the same time and place, emanated that distinguished Commission 
which, in the persons of Bishops Pierce and McTyeire, and Drs. Lee 
end Evans, appeared before the General Convention of the Methodist 
Protestant Ghneck: which met three years ago, in the city of Montgom- 
ery, Ala., to treat upon the. subject of a corporate union of the two 
Charlie And I need not say how highly we appreciated such a presence 
uron such a subject. Your Commission won the hearts of the whole 
Cenyention.. And although the great object of their appointment has 
not been accomplished, Iam sure the eed results of that meeting, 
like bread cast on the waters, shall be gathered after many days. Let 
us hope, dear and honored brethren, that the time may speedily come 
when all who love our Lord Jesus Christ may see eye to eye, and, in 
the truest and divinest sense, be one in him. 

Praying the great Head of the Church to bless you in your deliber- 
ations, and to multiply and make you a thousand times so many as you 
are, with great respect. and affection, I am your brother and fellow- 
laborer in the gospel of Christ, J. K. Nicuors. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE FOREGOING. 


The committee to whom was referred the communication of the Rey. 
J. K. Nichols, D.D., Fraternal Messenger of the General Conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Church to the General Conference of the 
M. E. Church, South, now-in session, ask leave to submit the following 
reply as their Report: 

GryeraL ConFERENCE Room, Mrempuis, TENN., us 
May 19, 187 

J. K. Nicnots, D. crate sitet end and Dear Br sep Me rae commu- , 
nication, with the testimonial of your appointment as Fraternal Mes- 
senger from the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
now in session in the city of Memphis, was duly received, and referred 
to us, the undersigned, for consideration and response. 

In the discharge of this pleasant duty, we assure you that. the senti- 
ments of fraternal regard expressed by you, both in your own name 
and in behalf of the body of venerable Christian ministers and laymen 
whom you represent, meet with an earnest and hearty response from 


1870.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 303 


us, You will aliow us to say that, in common with yourself, we real- 
ize the highest satisfaction in the evidence which we witness of a 
nearer approach of the “evangelical Churches of the land” to each 
other in Christian fellowship and good-will; and we trust that the ad- 
vances made in that direction may be the harbinger of that perfect fel- 
lowship and affection which should characterize those who, differing in 
non-essentials, are nevertheless agreed on the essential points of doc- 
trino of our holy religion. You will permit us especially to cxpress 
the reciprocal pleasure it affords us to believe that the recent efforts 
made by the authorities of our respective Churches to effect an organic 
union between these two members of the great Methodist family of 
this country, have not been entirely fruitless, and we hope the day may 
not be far distant when this bread cast on the waters may be gatlrered 
in a complete organic unity of these two branches of Christ’s Church 
on a basis alike agreeable to both parties, already one in sympathy aye 
doctrine, and nearly so in polity. Before this reaches you, your Gen- 
eral Conference will have adjourned; but you will please make known 
this expression from us to your brethren, by adopting such measure 
as may suggest itself as most suitable to bring it to their knowledge. 
With our fervent prayers to God for his blessing upon you and those 

you represent, we are affectionately yours in Christ, 

N. F. Rem, 

J. C. GRANBERY, 

O. R. Buug, 

L. W. Smira, 

E. W. Massry. 


E. E. Wiley, chairman of Committee on the Publishing House, sub- 
mitted the Report of said committee, which was read, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF NINE ON THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 


Your committee have considered as carefully and thoroughly as cir- 
cumstances would allow, the great interests connected with our Pub- 
lishing House, as brought before them in the resolution of E. H. Myers 
and W. J. Parks, as to the expediency of selling out at Nashville. and 
publishing hereafter by contract on the agency plan. Also, the resolu- 
tion of I. G. John and J. W. Whipple, asking for inquiry as to the 
comparative cost of publishing at Nashville and at other/commercial 
centers in the United States, as well as the cost of transportation from 
that and from other points, together with the present price of real 
estate, etc., at Nashville, and reached the following conclusions as their 


best judgment i in the premises : 


\ 
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1. That we should continue to manufacture and publish our books as 
heretofore. 

2. That the best interests of the Church require that the Publishing 
House be continued at Nashville. E. E. Winery, Chairman. 


On motion of Thos. E. Bond, the first resolution was adopted. 

R. S. Moran moved as an amendment to the second resolution, that 
the Publishing House be removed to Baltimore. 

After an extended discussion by the mover, Thos. E. Bond, J. E. 
Evans, C. K. Marshall, A. W. Wilson—the time being extended to 
allow him to finish his speech—E. W. Sehon, A. H. Redford, R. J. 
Morgan, W. P. Harrison, P. A. Peterson, A. L. P> Green—the time 
being extended to allow him to finish his speech—and T. M. Finney— 
the time being extended in his case also—Jas. A. Dawson and H. A. 
C. Walker offered the following substitute for the amendment and the 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the proposition of the memorialists from the city of 
Louisville, offering to donate to the Publishing House the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars, upon condition that the same be located in that city, 
be, and the same is hereby, accepted; and the Book Agent is directed, 
at the earliest practicable period, to remove such of the property of the 
House as can be advantageously removed to the city of Louisville, and 
to dispose of the immovable property on the best attainable terms; and 
hereafter the Publishing House shall be located in the city of Louis- 
ville; provided, that the action above contemplated shall be contin- 
gent upon the payment to the Agent by the memorialists aforesaid, or 
upon such guaranty as will secure the payment, of said sum of fifty 
thousand dollars. Jas. A. Dawson, 

H. A. C. WALKER. 


The delegation of the Indian Mission Conference and W. L. J. 
Wilkes, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference, were granted leave 
of absence. 

J. D. Giddings moved the previous question. The time of adjourn- 
ment being near, J. Hamilton moved to extend the session to take the 
vote on the previous question. This motion did not prevail, and Con- 
ference adjourned, on motion of B. H. Spencer, to meet this afternoon 
at 34 o’clock. The Bishop pronounced the benediction. 


Friday Afternoon, May 20, 1870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair, : 


.. 
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Divine service was conducted by B. Craven. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. . 

The call for the previous question, on which Conference adjourned 
this morning, was not sustained. 

R. 8. Moran was allowed to withdraw his amendment. 

The substitute of Jas. A. Dawson and H. A. C. Walker was 
then advocated by David Morton—the fifteen-minutes’ rule being sus- 
pended to allow him to finish his speech. He was followed on the 
same side by N. H. Lee. J. B. McFerrin spoke in opposition to 
the substitute, and the rule was suspended to allow him to finish his 
speech. 

A.R. Winfield called for the previous question: the call was sustained, 
and the substitute was lost by a vote of 63 to 119. 

The second resolution was then adopted. 

The question was then put on the Report, as a whole, which was 
adopted. (See pege 203.) . 

The Report of Committee on Boundaries was then taken up and 
adopted. (See page 289.) 

A. L. P. Green and W. C. Johnson presented claims of certain par- 
ties against the old Missionary Society, which were referred to Commit- 
tee on Missions. 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, 'That in pursuance of the action of this General Conference 
on the 12th inst., in relation thereto, the Conference does by these pres- 
ents appoint the Rev. Alexander L. P. Green, of Tennessee, and Isaac 
L. Johnson, Esq., of W ashington, D. C., a Commission on behalf of the 
Book Agent of the Methodist’ Episcopal Church, South, with full 
power and authority to employ counsel to present, prosecute, and receive 
the debt due the aforesaid corporation by the Government of the United 
States for rents, damages, printing material, and other property pressed 
into the service of the United States during the years 1862 to 1865 
inclusive; and the said Commissioners are hereby invested with full 
power to do all matters and things pertaining to said claim; and they 
are hereby required to pay over all moneys arising therefrom, after 
paying all needful expenses, to the General Book Agent. 

R. ABBEY, 
J. Hamiiron. 


Whereas, the doctrines of our Church are not to be found in any one 


small, convenient work; therefore, 
Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to select. some suitable per- 


20 
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son to prepare, under their supervision, a manual of the doctrines of 
the Church, in a brief, clear, and guarded form, for general circulation. 
° J. HAMILTON, 
J. E. Evans, 
‘ J. B. McFerrin. 

The following resolutions were submitted, read, and discussed at some 
length : : 

1. Resolved, That while, in accordance with the Minority Report of 
Committee on Episcopacy, this Conference prefers that there should be 
a Biblical Department in each of the colleges of the Church, and that 
it is highly advantageous that her theological students should be dis- 
tributed among these several institutions; 

2. Nevertheless, that our Bishops be authorized to employ any 
funds that may be placed at their disposal, by testamentary ‘gift or 
otherwise, for the education of young men in the ministry in any form 
that, in their godly judgment, may seem best suited to accomplish the 
will of the donor and the welfare of the Church. 

J. C. KEENER, 

B. CRAVEN, : 

C. K. MARSHALL, 
A. R..WINFIELD, 
Lurnuer M. Smiru. 

Pending this discussion, the Conference adjourned with the doxology 
and benediction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 21, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by Alfred T, Mann. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair, and called for Reports of Standing 
Committees. 

J. Boring, chairman of Committee on Missions, submitted Reports 
Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7, of that committee, which were read and adopted, 
as follows : 


} 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO? 4. 

The propriety of establishing a Mission in Mexico, the consideration 
of which was referred to this committee, has been as fully examined as 
possible, under the circumstances, and it is recommended that whenever 
practicable a Mission shall be organized for the Mexicans in either 
Western Texas or Mexico, as may be determined best. 

Respectfully submitted. J. Borrna, Chairman. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 5. 


Resolved, That the Board of Missions be requested at an early day 
to inquire into the expediency of employing a Missionary Agent among 
the Chinese in California. J. Borine, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 6. 


Resolved, That the attention of the General Conference be called to 
the fact that Missions are frequently established in our old Conferences 
on territory which is not strictly missionary ground, and that read mis- 
sionary interests are seriously damaged thereby. 

Respectfully submitted. J. Borine, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 7. 


The Committee on Missions recommend that the Columbia Confer- 
ence be made a Missionary Conference. J. Bortne, Chairman. 


J. Boring presented a memorial from members of. the Church in the 
North Georgia Conference, respecting the trial and expulsion of Dr. 
W. R. Bell, which, together with the Journal of that Conference, was 
referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. J. Dement, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. 

The following resolution was then offered and read, to wit: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that the 
Episcopacy should be strengthened by the election of at least two 
Bishops. : H. H. Montcomery, 

*37Ps LAVERY; 
R, ABBEY. 


On motion of A. H. Mitchell, the order of the day was suspended to 
allow action on this subject. . 

A. Monroe offered as a substitute, . 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conference that it is inexpedi- 
ent at this time to increase the number of Bishops. 

This was lost by a vote of 67 to 104. 

J. Hamilton moved to amend the resolution by striking out two and 
inserting one. 

_J. E. Edwards moved to amend the amendment by inserting five. 

This motion was laid on the table. 

Af er considerable discussion, J. P. Ralls moved the previous question 
—the call was sustained—the amendment was carried by a vote of 110 
to 102, and the resolution thus amended was adopted. 
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M. 8. Andrews moved that we now proceed to elect a Bishop. 

W.C. Johnson moved, as a substitute, that the election of a Bishop 
be made the order of the day for Monday next at 32 o’clock. This 
was lost. 

The previous question was called by H. A. OC. Walker; the call was 
sustained, and the original motion prevailed. 

At the instance of E. H. Myers, the Chair called the Conference to 
prayer, led by the venerable Lovick Pierce. 

W. H. Potter, D. Ball, P. A. Peterson, and J. W. Whipple, were ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The result of the ballot is as follows: 

John C. Keener received 55 votes; James A. Duncan, 51; John B. 
McFerrin, 17; N. F. Reid, 5; A. L. P. Green, 4; John H. Linn, 4; 
E. E. Wiley, 4; F. A. Morris, 4; W. P. Harrison, 4; John S. Martin, 
3; E. H. Myers, 8; Andrew Hunter, 3; D. R. McAnally, 3; Jesse 
Boring, 2; S. Regester,2; J. E. Evans, 2; T. O. Summers, 2; S. 8. 
Roszel, 2; C.F. Deems, 2; J.C. Granbery, 2; E. W Sehon, W. V. 
Tudor, O. R. Blue, W. H. Anderson, J.S. Key, F. A. Mood, O. Fisher, 
T. M. Finney, and W. H. Potter, 1 each. 

-The whole number of ballots was 183—necessary to a choice, 92— 
no election. 

The second ballot resulted as follows : 

John C. Keener received 87 votes; James A. Duncan, 84; J. B. 
McFerrin, 5; J. S. Martin, 2; FE. W. Sehon, 2; ©. F. Deems, W. V. 
Tudor, S. Regester, O. R. Blue, A. Hunter, N. F. Reid, and W. P 
aise. 1 each. 

The whole number of ballots was 187—necessary to a choice, 94— 
no election. 

The hour of adjournment being near, the time was extended. 

The third balloting resulted as follows : 

John C. Keener received 96 votes; James A. Duncan, 84; John 8. 
Martin, 2; John B. McFerrin and J. A. Hunter, 1 each. ‘ 

The whole number of ballots was 184—necessary to a choice, 93. 

John Christian Keener, having received a majority, was declared 
duly elected a Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

On motion of N. A. Cravens, the vote by which adjournment sine die 
was fixed for Monday, May 23, was reconsidered; and, on motion of 
L. M. Lee, the resolution fixing the day of adjournment was laid on the 
tablg. 

W. B. Wood, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference; W. M. 

Leathers, lay delegate from the Kentucky Conference; W. E. Cocke 


/ 
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and W. 'T. Rucker, lay delegates from the Pacific Conference, asked 


and obtained leave of absence. 
Bishop Paine announced that the Bishop elect would be ordained on 


Sunday morning, May 22, in the Second Street Methodist Church, after 


a sermon by Lovick Pierce. 
Conference then adjourned with the Aes and benediction by 


the Bishop. 
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The Ordination of Joun CuristrAn KrEner, as a Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, took place in the Second Street 
Methodist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday morning, May 22, 
1870. 

The Ordination Sermon was preached by the venerable Lovick 
Pierce, on 2 Tim. iv..1-5. The Collect was read by Bishop Andrew, 
the Epistle by Bishop Pierce, and the Gospel by Bishop Kavanaugh. 

The Bishop elect was presented by J. Hamilton and N. A. Cravens. 

The address to the congregation was read by Bishop Wightman; the 
prayer succeeding by Bishop Marvin; the examination of the Bishop 
elect was cdnducted by Bishop Paine; the Veni Creator and accom- 
panying prayer by Bishop Doggett. 

Bishop Paine proceeded with the service—all the Bishops present, 
with J. Hamilton, N. A: Cravens, and O. Fisher, united in the laying 
on of hands. The prayers following the presentation of the Bible were 
read by Bishop McTyeire, and, after the doxology, the benediction was 
pronounced by Bishop Paine. 
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Monday Morning, May 23, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Marvin in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by J. E. Evans. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair, and called on the Conference to ad- 
dress itself directly to the dispatch of business. 

A motion of T. J. Magruder to suspend the order of business, to take 
up Report No. 1 of Committee on Sunday-schools, did not prevail. 

Willis B. Machen, lay delegate from the Louisville Conference, ap- 
peared and took his seat. 

W. H. Anderson, Reserve clerical delegate from the Louisville Con- 
ference, appeared and took his seat, vice N. H. Lee, who was called 
home by family affiiction. 

J. E. Edwards, chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, submitted 
Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 6. 

The committee has examined the petition signed by ten members of 
the Homer Circuit Quarterly Conference, asking for the reversal of an 
order made by the North Georgia Conference, at its session of 1869, by 
which the Conference, on the petition of W. R. Bell, (a local deacon 
who had been expelled from the Church,) had returned the case to the 
Homer Circuit Quarterly Conference, awarding a new trial to the afore- 
said W. R. Bell. Without entering into the history of this case, as 
detailed in the petition, or recounting certain reasons that, in the judg- 
ment of the committee, might have decided the North Georgia Confer- 
ence to refuse a new trial to the petitioner, (W. R. Bell,) the committee, 
nevertheless, in view of all the facts in the case, recommend non-conciu- 
rence in the petition of the ten members of the Homer Circuit Quar- 
terly Conference. Jno. E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

J. Boring, chairman of Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
Wo. 8 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 8. 


The committee report that they have investigated the claims of the 
Rey. P. M. Pinckard, the Rev. 8. Watson, and Messrs. Harvey, Keith 
& Co., upon the Board of Missions, and find that they consist of unpaid’ 
missionary drafts drawn before the late war, and certain advances 
made by the Rev. S. Watson during the war, to meet the necessities of 
Bishop Soule, which at the time could not have been otherwise pro- 
vided for. 
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These claims are clearly just, and the committee recommend that 
they be presented to the Board of Missions to be audited and settled 
as soon as possible. 

Respectfully submitted. JESSE Borine, Chairman. 


Also, Report No. 9 of the same committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of P. A. Peterson, was laid on the table for the present, and 
ordered to be printed. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 9. 


In compliance with a resolution signed by W. W. Bennett and A. 
R. Winfield, and referred to the Committee on Missions, “ with instruc- 
tions to report to this Conference the amount of money collected since 
the last General Conference for the two Missionary Boards, what 
amounts have beer expended by each Board in the support of Missions, 
and what amounts have been expended by each Board in supporting 
the officers, and in conducting the operations of each Board,” the fol- 
‘lowing is respectfully submitted : 

The amount of receipts and expenditures of the Domestic Board for 
the first year were not before us; but, by an interview with the Secre- 
tary, we learn that the amounts collected were sufficient to meet the 
salary of the Secretary and other small expenses incident to the Board, 
and that the accounts are on the Treasurer’s books, at Nashville, not 
having been printed, but are ready for inspection at any moment; 
therefore, neither the receipts nor expenditures for the first year’s opera- 
tions are included in this Report. 





Collections, Clini @ secomdsyeat een. cecenasushceussjessicaayaeahelceadencdeitesssesaues $44,672 90 - 

Colllectronsicdunine MiMirdh ean. cess uscwtesacersdedaccuasecdudsesuuesseeaverceetceniee OO LOO 

Collecitons sdurimey LoUL Uy Carcass saoriete cn accav=ecanton concn cotvacapereeces > 90.321 50 
Wiholeraimiountncol |G Cues ocasnscsseesytassactccisaslecaderen weanacoucesaureneentone $142 954 00 

To which add special donations 1868 and 1869 ..... 6 Fes oh MoR tub Ragahonets 375 &9 

To which add special donations 1869 and 1870........seseree ReAnstlaosteas 184 55 
Whole amount from all sources.........2.eeceeee Regn eswce eacearanaeelMstehs bs $143,464 44 
During this period there was expended : 

“Salary Secretary Three VeAarsdareesserassanse-ecosceesanteee op chess $9,000 00 

Traveling expenses second year n...4..cossuasessigdeonedrs eocctsses - 200 00 

Traveling expenses third and fourth years.....c.-.sseseesseeees 668 69 

Printing Reports, expense of Board, et¢.......ceseecreoes eeoone . 3864 10 





Total expensesitlires years. .ctciss...ssospascseanesseupeameaesa plo nro VaMarE 
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It will be remembered that only ten per cent. of the collections made in 
the Annual Conferences is paid into the Parent Board, amounting 





Bee ea at ene feeder eg cehivacisic fe WONT eae ac Tih: $14,295 40 , 
Special donations SG StamdeS6O teen yeeelas sess seeks RMT: 375 89 
Special donations 1869 and 1870...... Pa benaseaseesesoebeccasees CAR Sr Seas 134 55 

Ora tee ote etter ae ee dee aN ean lath waa sdrvve dene-tevionoow oes $14,805 84 


Of this amount, after paying the expenses of operating the Board, 
there remains— 


Cash iin Breas Gry; tee dee ostabigaciahedeoccusiienenntsyesesen es Bi sag Re AEN fatote ty enter oe 107-2 
Pn WVNGMaS LAV LOL, cease cowminnees Lenn s Wee Aeapes tarsi ater mec clemact aster eset 500 00 
aide Samal) Wetton eegcenss ane ae cnc oraeeeuhecasece INA AR ee Nees cealtt aeh owen naoeee 600 00 


The balance, amounting to $1,345 53, as reported by your Secretary, 
was paid for printing German Discipline, and in aid of several Annual 
Conferences needing assistance. Your Secretary, not anticipating the 
eall for such a Report, did not bring his books from Nashville, and 
therefore could not give us all the items making up the above agere- 
gate. : 

As to the operations of the Board of Foreign’ Missions, your com- 
mittee find that Wm. T. Smithson, while Treasurer of the Board, from 
July 15, 1866, to November 12, 1869, 


ReCelved s. eae Me he oe ee Fe AS ae ee NUR ae OU Oe $45,651 69 


During this period there was expended: | 











Salary of the Seoretary........se00 wtelie dt AREAS Tent $10,431 92 

Traveling expenses of Secretary.....vcccsecesersersesscsssesscesers 1,001 00 

Stationery, Stamps, and Exchange.........++. ACoA OSB EAS 45 43-$11,478 35 
WERNER see srieeetee hetasieN scan saironeis setEN te ate rues apts sie vasyereaciogibetes busentan $34.173 34 

During same ee Be there was oe on China Mission........ $8,646 36 

OripovananeNesslOnseseteter ates dive cleeteee ecteas stato ven cee! Te OOOHOD 

Din (ONCE IW el inscae ee etree boackcusmes Tea Seo aes Sen oy Eee ae 4,487 50 

Mominon ve ven Vi was WO Oe waar tiesssasnrsaipsp dievs<cuseisecstapscecone 1OnTéOO 

opel Dra (Comat aby sails ehtsoAcdencn dcr onpedlonect suacety bleocepo Contoenoge 320 00-$21,544 51 
"SCRE ap nines ie oppor’ Lge canara haat oe a OR SCAR REA S $12,628 83 

Paid since to T. J. Magruder, to May, 1870............ Seo e Turia evosn ton eeake 1,708 65 
Tigayinge: still due: by Wr Ginithsoi s,s. .cecb4. Sesueenel ar, denhose "bobenp se $10,920 18 


T. J. Magruder, from March 15, 1869, to February 28, 1870, receivéd.. 33,584 71 


During this period the expenses of the Board have been as fol- 
lows: 
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Salary, of Secrebatiyices+s-tpceeasneteeoreenrenosne saiwslsiasagie Seana eases $3,000 0G 

Tlouse-rent and furniture ........... Sacer ts isin cuaae raat Sannaee 1,282 42 

Saiamy Assistamb, Secretary. ccespaveerennetepssedonatschecsrisesnen 334 96 

Stationery, Hxchan ge, Cter..a1.scesnreeeenseseerens constansincestnnes 3 62 

Traveling expenses Secretary and Board .....cs+e -ooes sseeeeees 1,376 71-$ 6,047 71 
LISTS ides json eresuiemcore conmr Spree HNC gar nok Mackay cee ueemnchoRcek oe rasan icc $27,537 00 
During the same period the following amounts were paid: 

Amount pawl Ohta: Missi On... .ssesac sans <cnenee-tonccacystuceses gh LOme 

AMOUR b.paael DinclraBeIWTSSIO t1Slzee «anion éeteinais'ar weomeeesnidecten anal 7,410 33 

Am ouniqvanc; Old Delt tre st-apaswewesnheln sei cies suoceishsnsluaeeorant 11,376 18 

Balance in hands of Treasurer .....csscsessceees ahaa biacaions weil 2,640 10-$27,537 00 


RECAPITULATION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Totalrecerptssdy We LES thon. seeds tcnaress teen senersueee tee getae $45,651 69 
Lotalemeceuptsl bye TS Mapruders swat ccdradascerteletssoqensinecedsiewld<seavospen lOO etait 














Totalt Peegiptesey, DOU <.baanadr-nivg «<ebvetsuce9opesee sbeoke step coapeaeeunieseden $79,236 40 
Paid by Smithson, supporting officers and conducting ope- 
SEN EKO OS RB ROR Sedo nO eo oP NE a ret PGI RL Too eg IDET owt 
Paid by Magruder, operations............22.sseseeseeereee apcecens 6,047 71 
Whole expense supporting Board...... ocsbbunaeenteperny ahaa’ $17,526 06 





Whole amount paid by Smithson to missions, old debt, ete.. 21,544 51 
Whole amount by Magruder to missions, old debt, etc...... 24,896 90 


Whole expense SUPPOPtING MISSIONS. ..eecree coerceeerar essences $46.441 41 
Respectfully submitted. J. Borne, Chairman. 


W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
submitted Report No. 17 of that committee, which was read and laid 
on the table under the rule. It is as follows: \ 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 17. 


The resolution of A. L. P. Green, Guilford Jones, and others, pro- 
posing the creation of the office of Book and Periodical Superintendent 
in every charge, has been considered, and the committee make the 
following Report in favor of the resolution, viz. : 

To Chap. IL, Sec. 3, Ans. to Ques. 1, new arrangement, after the 
words “together with,” insert the words “ Book and Periodical Super- 
intendent, and”—thereby adding to the membership of the Quarterly 
Conference. To Chap. IT., See. 8, Ques. 4, Ans. 1, after! sub-question 
6, add another question, to be numbered Question 7: “ What is doing 
for the circulation of our books and periodicals?” The next and last 


A 
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question to be numbered Question 8. To Chap. IIL, after Sec. 16, add 
. the following: 


“SEC. XVII—OF BOOK AND PERIODICAL SUPERINTENDENTS. 


“Question 1. How are the Book and Periodical Superintendents to 
be appointed ? 

“Answer. By the preacher in charge, as soon as practicable after en- 
tering upon his work—appointments to be made or renewed at the 
beginning of the year. There shall be one Book and Periodical Super- 
intendent for every Society, or one for two or more Societies, or one in 
each charge, as may be deémed best by the preacher in charge, with 
whom they shall codperate, and shall labor under his direction. 

“Ques. 2. What other regulations are necessary in reference to the 
Bock and Periodical Superintendent ? 

“Ans. He shall be diligent, under the direction of the preacher in 
charge, in promoting the general diffusion of our literature among our 
members and friends, and particularly in families and Sunday-schools. 
He shall, according to his own judgment, and as far as his own means 
will allow, or as far as he may be furnished with means by the Society, 
keep on hand a select stock of our publications, or shall order our books 
when requested, the means for purchase being furnished him. He shall 
use zealous efforts for extending the circulation of our periodicals, with 
the view of placing them in all our families and Sunday-schools. He 
shall report, in writing, to every Quarterly Conference, and at the last 
Quarterly Conference his Report shall embrace a summary of his ope- 
rations during the year. His official transactions with the Publishing 
House, and with all our periodical offices, shall be on a cash basis, and 
so, also, as to sales, except in cases of special contract. The appoint- 
ment of the Book and Periodical Superintendents shall not exonerate 
the preacher in charge from responsibility for the circulation of our 
books and periodicals.” 

- Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


The Rev. R. J. Harp, Agent of the Depository at New Orleans, 
made a statement concerning said Depository. 

W. P. Harrison, chairman of Special Committee on the Revision 
of the Ritual, submitted Reports Nos. 2, 3, and 4, of that committee, 
which were read, laid over under the rule, and ordered to be printed. 
They are as follows: 





REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE RITUAL, NO. 2. 
The committee appointed to consider the subject of revising the 
Ritual of the Church, beg leave to submit Report No. 2: 


\ 


\ 


316 JOURNAL OF TRE GENERAL CONFERENOD OF [ May, 


Your committee have had before them various propositions to amend 
the language of the offices of Infant and Adult Baptism, and respect- 
filly submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the Exhortation in the office of Infant Baptism 
be so amended as to read as follows: * Dearly beloved, forasmuch as 
all men are conceived and born in sin, and that our Saviour Christ 
saith, ‘Exeept a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God, I beseech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous mercy he will grant to this child that 
which by nature he cannot have, that he, being baptized with water, 
may also be baptized with the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s 
holy Church, and be made a living member of the same.” 

2. That the prayer immediately following the Exhortation be so 
amended as to read as follows: “Almighty and everlasting God, we 
beseech thee, for thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt look upon this 
child: pour out thy Holy Spirit upon Aim, and grant that he, being 
received into the ark of Christ’s Church, and being steadfast in faith, 
joyiul through hope, and rooted in love, may so pass the waves of this 
troublesome world that finally he may come to the land of everlasting 
life, there to reign with thee, world without end, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 

3. That paragraphs 2, 3, 4, and 5, in the before-mentioned prayer, 
remain unchanged. 

4, That paragraph 6 be so amended as to read as follows: “AL 
mighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed his most precious blood, and 
gave commandment to his disciples that they should go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, grant, we beseech thee, our supplication, that this 
child, now to be baptized, may receive the fullness of thy grace, and 
ever remain in the number of thy faithful and elect children, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

5. That no farther emendation is necessary in the office of Infant 
Baptism. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE RITUAL, NO. 3. 


The Special Committee on Revision of the Ritual beg leave to submit 
Report No. 3: 

Your committee have carefully considered several propositions relat- 
ing to the office of Adult Baptism, and recoramend the adoption of the 
following resolutions : 
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Resolved, 1. That the language of the exhortation be so amended 
as to conform it to the amended form in the office of Infant Bap- 
tism. 

2. That the last paragraph, commencing on page 154, be amended 
by striking out the words, “did shed out of his most precious side both 
water and blood,” and inserting, “did shed his most precious blood.” 

3. That the second prayer, page 149, be transferred to the Form of 
Receiving and Recognizing Members, and that all be omitted after the 
word “invocation,” on page 155, as recommended by the Special Coim- 
mittee on Rearrangement of the Discipline. 

W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE RITUAL, NO. 4. 


The Committee on Revision of the Ritual beg leave to submit Re- 
port No. 4: 

Your committee have duly considered the papers signed by W. P. 
Harrison, C. W. Miller, A. G. Brown, H. A. C. Walker, and others, 
and having made all the recommendations they deem necessary, offer, 
in conclusion, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That such emendations and recommendations of the Com- | 
mittee on Rearrangement as do not conflict with action already taken, 
be, and hereby are, adopted. 

. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


On motion of T. J. Magruder, Reports Nos. 1 and 2 of Committee 
on Sunday-schools were taken up and read. 

A motion of A. M. Shipp to amend the first resolution, by inserting 
between the words “adoption” and “by,” the words “as far as practi- 
cable,” was lost. 

The resolution was opposed by the Secretary and KE. W. Sehon, and 
advocated by D. R. McAnally, L. Pierce, T. J. Magruder, John _ 
Mathews, Asa Snyder. It was adopted. 

he second resolution was read, and a substitute offered by H. P. 
Walker and S. X. Hall, recommending a weekly Sunday-school paper, 
embracing Child’s, Youth’s, Teacher’s, and Miscellaneous Departments, 
was laid on the table. The resolution was adopted. 

The third resolution was adopted. 

The fourth resolution was read, and an amendment moved by P. A. 
Peterson to strike out all after the word “issued” and insert “semi- 
monthly,” was lost, and the resolution was adopted. 

The fifth resolution was read and adopted. 

The sixth resolution was read, and an amendment of R. Abbey, pro- 
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viding for the appointment of the Secretary by the Bishops, was lost, 
and the resolution was adopted. 

The seventh and eighth resolutions were adopted. 

The preamble was adopted, the committee, by unanimous vote, being 
allowed to withdraw this paragraph: — , 

“After careful inquiry into the facts of the case—collated from a very 
wide field—your committee have come reluctantly to the conclusion 
that our child’s paper [‘The Sunday-school Visitor’] has not met the 
wants of our schools, nor competed successfully with its many and 
_ attractive rivals for their patronage.” 

The Report, as a whole, thus amended, was adopted. (See page 193.) 

Report No. 2 of the same committee was adopted. (See page 216.) 

W. M. Leftwich, chairman of Special Committee on a Sunday-school 
Hyma and Tune-book, submitted the Report of that committee, which 
was read and Eager, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN AND TUNE- 
BOOK. 

The special committee to whom was referred the subject of a Sunday- 
school Song-book, have given the same due consideration, and beg leave 
to report: 

1. That the great object of Sunday-schools for our children will not 
be successfully reached so lang as we depend upon others for song-books 
in our Sunday-schools. 

2. The highest obligations to our Church and children require us to 
use to the best advantage every legitimate and available means of relig- 
ious culture, and we consider the department of song at once a de- 
lightful and successful method of imparting and impressing religious 
truth. 

3. We consider the subject of sufficient importance to justify the 
appointment, by this General Conference, of a committee of five suit- 
able and. competent persons, to aid the Sunday-school Secretary in col- 
lecting and providing, from time to time, suitable songs and song-books 
for our Sunday-schools; and we so recommend. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Lerrwicu, Chairman. 


On motion of H. H. Montgomery, the election of a Sunday-school 
Secretary, and other General Conference officers, was made the order of 
the day for to-morrow at 10 o’clock a.m. 

On motion of W. M. Rush, it was ordered that when we adjourn, we 
adjourn to meet this afternoon at 33 o’clock—Report No. 10 of Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals to be the order of the day. 
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Report No. 1 of Committee on Missions was called up, and, on 
motion of W. W. Bennett, was acted on, item by item. 

A. W. Wilson submitted the following question to the Bishops for 
their decision : 

“Ts the provision, inserted in each missionary constitution by the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1866, requirmg a two-thirds vote of this body in 
order to effect an alteration of the same, valid and binding upon this 
body?” 

Bishop Paine, after consultation with his colleagues, returned the fol- 
lowing answer : 

“Tt is the opinion of the College of Bishops that the provision in ques- 
tion is not valid or binding upon this body. One General Conference 
has not the right, by a mere majority vote, to pass a measure which a 
succeeding General Conference cannot alter or amend save by a two- 
thirds vote, unless in a case where vested rights have been created.” 

W. H. Potter moved that the first item be substituted by the first 
item in the constitution adopted in 1866. This motion was laid on the 
table, and the first item was adopted. 

The second item was read, and, on motion of A. W. Wilson, was 
laid on the table, and made the order of the day for this afternoon, 
after action on Report No. 10 of Committee on Books and Period- 
icals. 

A motion of W. Barringer, that such matters as are on the table be 
referred to the Bishops to bring forward according to their discretion, 
was lost. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by the 
Bishop. 


Monday Afternoon, May 23, 1870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Doggett in the 
chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by J. C. Granbery. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Keener took the chair, and called for Reports of Commit- 
tees. 

On motion of W. Headen, the call was suspended to allow Report 
No. 5 of the Committee on Education to be taken up. 

On motion of J. E. Evans and E. H. Myers, the Report was amended 
by striking out resolution 3, asking “immediate relief,’ and inserting 
another resolution in its place. The Report, thus amended, was then 
adopted, as follows: 


nN 
i 
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On the memorial of Wm. Headen, (a member of this General Con- 
ference, and agent of the Corpus Christi Male and Female Academy, ) 
which was presented to the Conference and referred to this committee, 
it reports: That the importance of this institution to the interests of 
Protestant Christianity in the region where it is located can hardly be 
overestimated. Situated at the farthest point in the South-west, where we 
have a ministerial charge, on the very confines of Mexico, in the midst of 
# population mostly Roman Catholic, but which, being greatly disaffected 
toward its own priesthood, is now ripe for the introduction of Protest- 
antism, it presents one of the most inviting fields for missionary labor 
within our reach. Since, therefore, by the instrumentality of this in- 
stitution, many children of Protestant parents are being recovered from 
Romanism, and many more Roman Catholic children and youth may 
_ be readily brought under our influence; be it 


Resolved, 1. That we regard this educational enterprise as highly im- 
portant to the suecess of a pure Christianity in the extreme South- 
west. : 

2. That we not. only heartily approve, but do most earnestly com- 
mend it and its claims, as presented by its agent, Brother Wm. Hea- 
den, to the warmest sympathy and generous liberality of our people. 

3. That the subject of giving aid to the Corpus Christi Male and 
Female College be referred to the Missionary Board, with instructions 
to do what it can for the success of the school. 

Cuarirs Tayior, Chairman, pro tem. 


On motion of N. A. Cravens, Report No. 3 of Committee on Itiner- 
ancy was taken up, and adopted. (See page 232.) 

A memorial from J. W. P. McKenzie, respecting a claim of the 
Publishing House, was presented, read, and referred to Committee on 
Books and Periodicals. 

C. K. Marshall and others offered resolutions favoring the appoint- 
ment of a committee to whom shall be referred all proposed amend- 
ments of Discipline in the interests of the General Conference, which 
were read and Jaid on the table. 

Report No. 10 of Committee on Books and. Periodicals, being the 
order of the day, was taken up. . 

P. A. Peterson moved to strike out “Home Circle,’ and insert 
“Southern Methodist Magazine.” 

_T. E. Bond moved to amend the amendment by striking out the 
words “Southern Methodist Magazine.” 
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aA. R. Winfield called for the previous question—the call was not 
sustained, . 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the sniject was laid on the table for - 
the present. 

Report No. 1 of Committee on Missions, being the order of the day, 
was called up, and, on motion of J. Loring, Dr. Munsey, Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions, was invited to address the Conference 
on this question, at his discretion. 

The second item was read, and J. B. McFerrin moved to amend by 
striking out items 2, 3, and 4, and by inserting another to be num- 
bered 2. 

J.S. Key moved to amend the amendment by striking out “ Corre- 
sponding Secretary.” 

B. H. Spencer asked and obtained leave of absence for the remain- 
der of the present session. 

R. Abbey moved adjournment—the motion was lost. 

After considerable discussion, on motion of J. E. Evans, Conference 
adjourned with the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, May 24, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair, 

Divine service was conducted by R. Abbey. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The following resolution was then offered and read: 

Resolved, That for the remainder of the session the fiffeen-minutes’ 
rule be changed to five minutes, and that the Bishops be authorized to 
call up at discretion the business of the Conference in such order as 
may seem to them necessary and fitting. A. M. Surpp, 

J. B Corrren. 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the resolution was divided. 

A motion of D’Arcy Paul, to strike out five minutes and insert ten, 
was lost. The first part of the resolution was then adopted by a vote 
of 96 to 93. 

On motion of L. M. Lee, the second part of the resolution was laid 
on the table. 

Bishop MecTyeire took the chair. 

Leave of absence, after this morning, was granted to L. D. Travers, 
lay delegate of the Virginia Conference; A. H. Colquitt and James 
Jackson, lay delegates of the South Georgia Conference; 8. W. Moore, 
clerical delegate of the Memphis Conference; S. J. Bradley, lay dele- 


‘ 
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gate, and S. Regester, clerical delegate, of the Baltimore Conference ; 
T. E. Thompson, lay delegate of the Missouri Conference ; and, after to- 
morrow, to fT. W. Garrett, lay.delegate of the Virginia Conference, and 
W. P. Conway, lay delegate of the Baltimore Conference. 

J.B. Palmer and M. E. Baldridge, lay delegates of the Tennessee 
Conference, asked but did not obtain leave of absence after to-morrow, 

W. M. Rush, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, sub- 
mitted Reports Nos. 18 and 19 of that committee, which were readand 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 18. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the memorial of W. W. Ben- 
nett, asking that the Publishing House be authorized to pay a certain 
claim to Leroy M. Lee, having considered the same, would recommend 
that the claim be referred for adjudication to the Book Committee. 

Also, your committee, having considered the memorial of J. W. P. 
McKenzie, touching certain claims which the Publishing House holds 
against him, but which he says he has paid, would recommend that 
this whole matter be referred to the General Book Agent and the East 
Texas Conference for adjudication and settlement at the next session 
of that Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS’*AND PERIODICALS, NO. 19. 


Your committee, to whom were referred certain memorials inquiring 
into the propriety and expediency of publishing a Hymn and Tune-book, 
would recommend for adoption by the General bsinten ier) the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the General Book Agent be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to publish a Hymn and Tune-book for the use of our con- | 
gregations. 

2. That Dr. J. M. Bonnell, Dr. Thos. O. Summers, and Dr. W. P. 
Harrison are hereby appointed a committee to compile the Hymn and 
Tune-book for publication. 

Respectfully submitted. _ W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


Jesse Boring, chairman of Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
No. 10 of that committee, which was read, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 10. 


The committee report that they have considered the Report of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, and beg leave to recommend that it be so 
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amended as to leave out the expletives introduced in the case of the 
late Treasurer of said Board. 
Respectfully submitted. ' JESSE Borne, Chairman. 


J. A. Dawson raised a point of order—whether it is competent for 
the Conference to take the action recommended by the committee to 
amend the Report of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

The Chair ruled that the point of order was well taken, and that the 
General Conference is not competent to amend the Report of the Board 
of Foreign Missions; the Report of; the committee, therefore, is out of 
order. 

Paul Whitehead appealed from the decision of the Chair, and assigned 
the grounds of his appeal. ° 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

On motion of M.S. Andrews, the order of the day, being the election 
of General Conference officers, was suspended. 

A. L. P. Green, chairman of the Special Committee on the proposi- 
tion of Dr. Bledsoe, concerning a Quarterly Review, submitted the Re- 
port of that committee, which was read. 

Pending action on the first item, A. Monroe called for the previous 
question—the call was sustained, and the first item was adopted. 

The second item was adopted. 

The third item was read, and J. E. Evans moved to amend by strik- 
ing out the last clause, and inserting the clause, “giving the Church 
one-third of its profits.” This motion was laid on the table, and the 
item was adopted. 

The fourth item was adopted. 

The fifth item was read, and adopted. 

The Report, as a whole, was then adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SOUTHERN REVIEW. 

The committee appointed to consider the proposition of A. T. Bled- 
soe, LL.D., to identify the Southern Review with the interests of the 
M. E. Church, South, have carefully considered the same, and recom- 
mend its acceptance upon the following terms: 

1st. The elimination from said Review of all party politics, and the 
substitution of a Theological Department. 

2d. Its advocacy of the doctrines and polity of the M. E. Church, 
South. 

3d. The exemption of the Church from all pecuniary responsibility 
and’ legal liability on its account, and the relinquishment by the 
Church of all claim upon its emoluments. 
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4th. The acceptance by Dr. Bledsoe of an editorial committee, to be 
appointed by the College of Bishops, and to be associated with him in 
conducting the Theological Department. 

5th. That on these conditions the Church accept the proposition, and 
recommend the adoption of all suitable means for its-extensive circula- 
tion throughout the Church. A. L.. P. Green, 

5. S. Roszex, 

W. H. WatTKINs, 
A. H. Reprorp, 
J. HAMILTON, / 
L. C. GARLAND, 
Gro. N. Lester. 

D. R. McAnally moved a reconsideration. ’ 

On motion of G. N. Lester, this motion was laid on the table. 

C. W. Miller, clerical delegate from the Kentucky Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence, on account of family affliction. H. A. 
M. Henderson, Reserve, took his place. 

The following resolution was offered by E. H. Myers, read, and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to issue a Pastoral Letter, 
emanating from this General Conference, through them, to give the 
true views of the Church, and of this body, on the subject of the indul- 
gence of our members in worldly amusements and unscriptural em- 
ployments and practices; and enforce the opinion of this Conference, 
that the Discipline should be mildly yet firmly exercised against all 
who persistently infract the law of God in any particular. 

- The question on which Conference adjourned. yesterday afternoon, 
being the amendment of J. S. Key to strike out “ Corresponding Secre- 
tary” in the amendment of J. B. McFerrin to item 2 in Report No. 1 
of Committee on Missions, was taken up. 

The time was extended to allow E. W. Sehon to finish his speech in 
opposition to the amendment of J. S. Key, after which, on motion of 
J. E. Evans, it was ordered that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet 
at 34 o'clock this afternoon. 

The time was extended to allow E. H. Myers to finish his speech in 
favor of said amendment. 

He was followed on the same side by A. L. P. Green, R. 8. Moran, 
and W. W. Bennett. 

P. A. Peterson called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, and the amendment of J. S. Key was adopted. 

The amendment of J. B. McFerrin, thus amended, was then adopted. 


1 
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The time of adjournment was extended to finish action on this Re- 
port. 

Items 2, 3, 4, were set aside, being substituted by the amendment 
of J. B. McFerrin. 

Item 5 was read, and, on motion of J. S. Key, was amended by strik- 
ing out the words “it being understood that they shall not receive more 
than is allowed by the Discipline to other superannuated ministers, 
widows, and orphans.” It was then adopted as thus amended. 

Items 6 and 7 were then adopted. 

Item 8 was read, and a motion of J. S. Key, to amend by striking 
out the words “by the Secretaries,” and inserting “by such agents as 
the Board may order,” did not prevail. The item was then adopted. 

Item 9 was read, and pending its consideration, Conference adjourned 
with the doxology and benediction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Afternoon, May 24, 1870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 

Divine service was conducted by M. R. Jones. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair, and called for Reports. No response. 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Bishops be authorized to organize a Conference 
or Conferences, anywhere in the United States, not already occupied by 
an Annual Conference of our Church, at any time-during the next 


. 


four years, when in their judgment it is expedient to do so. 
A. L. P. Gregn, ’ 
j L. Pierce, 
k J. B. McFerrin. 


Resolved, That the Book Agent be authorized, in publishing the Re- 
port of the Board of Foreign Missions, to omit such portions as have 


been inclosed in brackets by the Committee on Missions. 
A. lL. P. Gruen, 
A: W. WItson. 


Whereas, we regard our Bishops as sustaining the relation of chief 
pastors to the ministry ; and, . 

Whereas, we believe our annual examinations might be rendered 
more useful to the ministry, and through them to the whole Church ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we most respectfully but earnestly recommend to our 
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Bishops, that: hereafter they so conduct those examinations in all the 
Conferences, in respect to all the pastors, old and young, whether they 
hold class-meetings, and to what extent ; and in what manner they have 
performed their pastoral duties; thereby to stir up our pure minds by 
way of remembrance, and obtain valuable information. 
-ANDREW MONROE, 

W. M. Rusu. 


The subject on which Conference adjourned this morning, be- 
ing item 9 of the Report No. 1 of Committee on Missions, was 
taken up. 

P. A. Peterson moved to amend by substituting the following for the 
item as reported: » fe 

“Arr. [X. The Secretary shall reside at the placé where the Board 
is located, but may be a member of any Annual Conference. It shall 
be the duty of the Secretary-to journalize the proceedings of the Board ; 
to conduct its correspondence; to give information to the missionaries ; 
to publish in the Church-papers an abstract of the proceedings of the 
Board ; to attend to all business which the Board may have with the 
Government of the United States; to prepare the Annual Report of 

-the Board ;. and, as far as these duties may permit, to visit the Annual 
Conferences and the missions under the care of the Board, with a view 
to promote the interests of the missionary cause. The salary of the 
Secretary shall be fixed by the Board, and the Board may employ such 
clerical assistance as may be necessary.” 

W. H. Potter moved to amend the amendment by striking out the 
clause “and as far,’ down to “cause.” This motion did not prevail. 

N. F. Reid moved to strike out the words, “and the Board may em- 
ploy such clerical assistance as may be necessary.” This motion was 
lost. Item 9, thus amended, was adopted. 

Item 10 was read, and T. J. McCoy moved the following substi- 
tute: 

“The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Board, and shall exe- 
cute such bond as the Board may deem satisfactory, for the faithful 
performance of his duties; shall keep all funds in safe deposit, subject 
to his drafts as such and to those of his’ successors in office. He shall 
furnish an Annual Report to be published with the Annual Report of 
the Secretary.” 

After considerable discussion, E. E. Wiley called for the previous 
question—the call was sustained, and the substitute was lost. 

Item 10 was then adopted. 

A motion to adjourn, by J. B. McFerrin, was lost. 


1 


- 
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Item 11 was adopted. 

Item 12 was read, and, on motion of J. B. McFerrin, “five” was 
stricken out and “seven” inserted. ‘The item, as thus amended, was 
adopted. 

Item 13 was read, and N. F. Reid moved to amend by striking out 
“all” and inserting “one-third of.” 

After considerable ‘discussion, pending action on this question, N. F 
Reid having the floor, Conference eoueTed with the doxology and 
benediction. 


We ednesday Morning, May 25, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop-Paine in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by W. P. Harrison. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair, and called for Reports. No response. 
The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the committee of five, appointed to make arrange- 
ments for the Sunday-school Convention, be increased to twelve by the 
addition of Clark O. Smith, T. J. McCoy, Samuel A. Nelson, Rev. J. 
C. Simmons, James Wickersham, John Howard, and W. L. Lipscomb 
—T. J. Magruder, chairman. . 


Resolved, That the Sunday-school Convention, provided for by - this 
Conference, is designed to be only an advisory assembly, to consult as 
to the best method of carrying out the Sunday-school system author- 
ized by the Discipline of the M. E. Church, South. 

J. HE. Evans, 
S. ANTHONY. 


The question on which Conference adjourned yesterday afternoon was 
called up. 

N. F. Reid spoke in advocacy of his amendment. 

J. E. Edwards. offered an amendment, which was accepted by N. F. 
Reid, to wit: 

Strike out all after the word “ constitution,” in the fifth line, inserting 
instead the following: “Each Conference Board shall pay to the treas- 
ury of the General Missionary Board 40 per cent. of all the moneys 
collected within its bounds for missionary purposes; the remaining 60 
per cent. may be appropriated by the Annual Conference Board, and 
the Bishop presiding, to missions within its bounds. Any money not 
so appropriated shall be forwarded to the General Treasury.” 

A. L. P. Green spoke in opposition to the amendment, and J. B. Me: 


\ 
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Ferrin in favor of it—the time being extended to allow him to finish 
his speech. W.-H. Potter spoke on the same side. P. A. Peterson 
called for the previous question—the call was sustained, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, paragraph? of item 13 was stricken out. 
Also, all after the word “bounds” in the third paragraph. 

On motion of .P. A. Peterson, all after the word “ District,” in the 
fourth line of paragraph 4, was stricken out, and the paragraph was 
adopted. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, the 5th paragraph was stricken out. 

Item 14 was read and adopted, and, on motion of A. R. Winfield, the 
blank was filled by “ Nashville.” : 

On motion of A. W. Wilson, item 15 was stricken out.- 

The Report, as a whole, thus amended, was then adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 1. 


In presenting their first Report, the Committee on Missions beg leave 
to state, that in entering upon their work, they found themselves greatly 
embarrassed by what seemed to be the natural results of the system 
adopted by the General Conference of 1866 upon the subject of Mis- 
sions.’ Unwilling to propose a radical change in so short a time, we 
have sought, by the suggestion of amendments and modifications, so to 
adapt the system of a Foreign and Domestic Board to the necessities 
of the case, as td continue it at least four years longer. With the view 
to accomplish an end so desirable, the Secretaries of both Boards, Drs. 
Munsey and McFerrin, were invited by the committee to submit their 
views upon the subject, which they did, and from which most important 
information was obtained. But after every effort to continue the pres- 
ent organization of our missionary work, we fee] compelled, in view of 
the last four years’ experience, the large debts now demanding settle- 
ment, the expenses necessarily attending two Boards and their opera- 
tions, together with the state of the country, to recommend, most re- 

spectfully, the following for the adoption of this General Conference: 


CuarTEeR X.—Support of Missions. 


The missionary operations of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
shall hereafter be committed to one Board, under the following provis- 
ions and regulations : 

ArticLte I. The Board shall consist of a President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and eleven Managers. They shall all, 
be members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and shall be 
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elected quadrennially by the General Conference, except the Treasurer, 
who shall be elected by the Board. When, from any cause, the Gen- 
eral Conference shall fail to meet at the appointed time, the Board shall 
continue in office until the next meeting of the General Conference. 
The Bishops shall be ex officio members of the Board. 

Art. II. The Board shall have authority to make by-laws for regu- 
lating its own proceedings; to appropriate money to defray incidental 
expenses; to provide far the support of superannuated missionaries, 
and widows and orphans of missionaries, who may not be provided for by 
any Annual Conference; to print books for the Indian, German, and For- 
eign Missions; to build houses of worship, school-houses, residences for the 
missionaries, and defray all other necessary expenses incident to the work 
under its care. The Board shall also publish, annually, a statement of its 
transactions and funds, and Jay before the General Conference a report 
of all its transactions, and a statement of its funds up to some convenient 
daymear and prior to the time of holding the General Conference. 

Arr. II. The Board shall meet annually to make appropriations 
for the ensuing year; determine what fields\shall be occupied as foreign ! 
missions ; the number of persons to be employed in each ; estimate the 
sums necessary for the support of each mission; fix the amount which 
may be drawn for during the year, and the division of said amount be- 
tween the Foreign and Domestic Missions. 

Arr. LV. The sums allowed for the support of missionaries shall be 
sufficient to support them in their work. The Board shall require com- 
munications to be made quarterly by each missionary, or from each 
mission, to the Secretary, giving information of the state and prospects 
of the missions in which they are employed. No one shall be acknowl- 
edged as a missionary, or receive support from the Board, who has not 
some definite work assigned him, or who could not be an effective 
laborer on a circuit, except as is provided for in Article IT. 

Art. V. The revenue of the- Board shall be derived as follows: 
From annual collections in every congregation, at such time, and in such 
manner, as each Annual Conference shall direct ; from special collec- 
tions made by the Secretary, and from donations and legacies. 

Arr. VI. The Secretary shall reside at the place where the Board is 
located, but may be a member of any Annual Conference. It shall be 
the duty of the Secretary to journalize the proceedings of the Board ; 
to conduct its correspondence; to give information to the missionaries ; 
to publish-in the Church-papers an abstract of the proceedings of the 
Board; to attend to all business which the Board may have with the 
Government of the United States; to prepare the Annual Report of the 


330 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


Board; and so far as these duties may permit, to visit the Annual Con- 
ferences, and the missions under the care of the Board, with a view to 
promote the interests of the missionary cause. The salary of the See- 
retary shall be fixed by the Board, and the Board may employ such 
clerical assistance as may be necessary. , 

Art. VII. The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Board in 
safe deposit, which deposit shall be made by him as an officer of the 
Board, subject to his drafts as such, and to those of his successors in 
office. He shall also furnish an Annual Report, to be published with 
‘the Report of the Secretary. 

Arr. VIII. In case of vacancy occasioned by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, in the Board,. such vacancy shall be filled by the Board, until 
the ensuing General Conference. } 

Arr. IX. Nine members at an annual meeting of the Board, and 
seven members at a called meeting, shall constitute a quorum, 

Arr. X. (1) It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference to or- 
ganize a Conference Board of Missions, which shall appoint its own 
officers, and regulate its own administration, subject to the provisions 
of this Constitution. Each Conference Board shall pay into the treas- 
ury of the General Missionary Board, forty per cent. of all the moneys 
collected within its bounds for missionary purposes ; the remaining sixty 
per cent. may be appropriated by the Annual Conference Board, and 
the Bishop presiding, to missions within its bounds. Any money not 
so appropriated shall be forwarded to the General Treasury. (2) Each 
Annual Conference’ shall designate the time and manner in which col- 
lections for missions shall be taken up within its bounds. (8) It shall 
be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the subject of missions 
before the District Conference, and also before the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of each circuit and station within his District. 

Arr. XI. This Board shall be located and domiciled in the city of 
Nashville, State of Tennessee. 


The following preamble and resolution was then offered, read, and 
adopted : ; 

Whereas, the larger portion of our German work lies in the 
bounds of the Texas Conferences, and the Editor at a point nearer 
the work can better represent the wants of this important field; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the German Apologist be transferred to Galveston, 
and that it be hereafter published at that point. 

R. ALEXANDER, 
I. G. Joun, 
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Report No. 9 of Committee on Episcopacy was called up, and the 
resolutions were adopted by a vote of 160 to 4, the words “in writing” 
being inserted after the word “ reasons,” as follows: 

ftesolved, 1. That the last paragraph on page 44 of the Discipline, 
beginning with “ Provided,” and ending with the words “null and void,” 
be stricken out. 

2. That the following proviso, if it receive a two-thirds majority of 
this body, be sent round to the several Annual Conferences; and if it 
receive a three-fourths vote of the same, it shall be inserted in the Dis- 
cipline in lieu of the aforesaid paragraph: 

“Provided, that when any rule or regulation is adopted by the 
General Conference, which, in the opinion of the Bishops, is unconstitu- 
tional, the Bishops may present to the Conference which passed said 
rule or regulation, their objections thereto, with their reasons, in writ- 
ing; and if then the General Conference shall, by a two-thirds vote, 
adhere to its action on said rule or regulation, it shall then take the 
course prescribed for altering a restrictive rule, and if thus passed upon 
affirmatively, the Bishops shall announce that such rule or regulation 
takes effect from that time.” 

The committee had leave to w ithdraw the preamble of said Report. 
(See pages 280-287.) 

Report No. 10 of the Committee on Books and Periodicals was 
ealled up. | 

A. H. Redford offered the following substitute, which was not 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be instructed to issue a prospectus 
for a Monthly soon after the close of this General Conference, and that 
he be authorized ‘to publish such Monthly as soon as the subscription- 
list indicates that the current expenses may be met. 

Resolved, 2. That in the event of the practicability of such publica- 
tion,.the Bishops and Book Committee be authorized to elect a suitable 
Editor. 

E. H. Myers offered an amendment to the resolution. W. C. John- 
son moved to strike out the name “Southern New “Monthly.” This 
motion was lost. 

WW, ded: Fleming called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, and the amendment was adopted. 

Report No. 10, as thus amended, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 10. 


The Committee on Books and Periodicals have had before them the 
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recommendation of the Agent of the Publishing House to publish a 
monthly periodical combining the features of a Review and Magazine; 
and also a resolution offered by P. A. Peterson and E. H. Myers, pro- 
posing a Monthly, combining the features of a Religious Magazine and 
a Theological and Literary Review; and also a paper offered by J. P. 
Ralls and J. Mathews, recommending thé publication of a monthly 
periodical particularly adapted to the youth of the Church. 

Upon the whole subject thus referred to them, the committee report 
for adoption the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That the Book Agent be instructed to issue, in 1871, a 
first-class Monthly Literary Magazine, at not more than $4 per annum, 
to be called The Southern New Monthly Magazine. 

2. That the first number of said Magazine be published by 1st Sep- 
tember, 1870, which shall be used in canvassing for subscribers; and 
by February, 1871, the Magazine shall begin its regular issue. 

'3. That an Editor for said Monthly Magazine be elected by this Gen- 
ral Conference, who shall bring out the specimen number aforesaid; and 
that his salary, to be fixedgby the Book Committee, shall run from Ist 
January, 1871. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

Report No. 11 of the Committee on Books and Periodicals was 
called up, and amended by striking out the words “ that the proposition 
of Prof. Stark be accepted, and.” The Report, thus amended, was 
adopted, as follows: ; 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 11. 


Your committee to whom was referred the communication of Prof. 
A. B. Stark, Editor of The Home Monthly, having considered the same, 
would recommend that the Book Agent be authorized to make a fair 
and equitable arrangement with Prof. Stark for his interest in The 
Home Monthly. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

A motion of M.S. Andrews to reconsider the action upon Report 
No. 10, was laid on the table. 

“On motion of J. E. Evans, the Conference proceeded to elect officers 
—by ballot, when more than one is nominated; by rising yote, when 
only one. 

M.S. Andrews nominated A. H. Redford as Book Agent. He was 
unanimously elected, by a rising vote. 

Thos. O. Summers was nominated and unanimously elected, by a ris- 
ing vote, Editor of Books and Nashville Christian Advocate, 
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W. C. Johnson was unanimously elected, by a rising vote, Editor of 
the Western Methodist, formerly the Memphis and Arkansas Christian 
Advocate; E. H. Myers, Editor of the Southern Christian Advocste; 
T. M. Finney, Editor of the St. Louis Christian Advocite; I. G. John, 
Editor of the Texas Christian Advocate. 

-W. E. Munsey, J. B, McFerrin, W. G. E. Cunnyngham,.and E. W. 
Sehon, were severally nominated as Secretary of the Board of Missions. 

The first ballot resulted as follows: J. B. McFerrin, 74; W. E. Mun- 
sey, 46; W.G. E. Cunnyngham, 31{ Er W. Sehon, 4; L. Parkev, 1. 
Whole number of votes cast, 156—necessary to a choice, 79 votes. 
No election. 

On the second ballot, J. B. McFerrin received 87 votes; W. E. Mun- 
sey, 00; W.G. E. Cunnyngham, 14; L. Parker, 3. Whole number 
cast, 154. Necessary to a choice, 78. J. B. McFerrin was declared 
duly elected Secretary of the Board of Missions. : 

On motion of E. H. Myers and A. H. Redford, a committee of five 
to nominate double the number of persons to be elected Members of 
the Board of Missions, and also Members of the Book Committee, was 
appointed, as follows: E. H. Myers, 8. 8. Roszell, = EK. Wiley, 'D. 
Morton, C. Taylor. 

On motion of I. G. John, the vote by which the Gece Apologist 
was located at Galveston, was reconsidered, and the place was changed 
to New Orleans. 

J. B. A. Ahrens was elected unanimously, by a rising vote, Editor 
of the German Apologist, and Ed. N. S. Blogg, Associate Editor. 

F. Vordenbaumen and John Schaper were added to thie Publishing 
Committee of the German Apologist. 

A. G. Haygood, H. A. M. Henderson, J. E. Edwards, I..G. John, W. 
M. Leftwich, J. Mathews, L. D. Huston, J. C. Simmons, and T. J. 
Magruder, were severally put in nomination for Sunday-school Secre- 
tary. The result of the ballot was as follows: A. G. Haygood received 
87 votes; H. A. M. Henderson, 30; W. M. Leftwich, 26; J. E. Ed- 
wards, 24; J. Mathews, 11; T. J. Magruder, 9; L. D. Huston, 8; 1 
G. John, 6; J. C. Simmons, 3; W. V. Tudor, 1; R. A. Young, 1. 
Whole number of votes cast, 156—necessary to a choice, 79. No elec- 
tion. 

The second ballot resulted as follows: A. G. Haygood eis 7d 
votes; H. A. M. Henderson, 88; W. M. Leftwich, 27; L. D. Huston, 
83; J. Mathews, 3; I. G. John, 2; J. E. Edwards, 2; T. J. Magruder, 
2, Whole number of votes cast, 152—necessary to a choice, 77. Ne 
election. 
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The third ballot resulted as follows: A. G. Haygood, 110; H.-A. M. 
Henderson, 29; W. M. Leftwich, 5;-I. G. Jolin, 8; L. D. Huston, 2; 
J. Mathews, 1. Whole number of ballots cast, 150—necessary to a 
choice, 76. Atticus G. Haygood was declared duly elected Sunday- 
school-Secretary. 

W.P. Harrison, T. E. Bond, A. B. Stank; Rk. S. Moran, J. E. Ed- 
wards, were severally aartinaned for Editor of the Monthly Magazine. 
The ballot resulted as follows: W. P. Harrison received 84 votes; T. 
E. Bond, 36; J. E. Edwards, 12; A. B. Stark, 12; R: S. Moran, 5; 
E. HW. Myers, 1; W. V. Tudor, 1. Whole number of votes cast, 151 
—nevessary to a choice, 76. W. P. Harrison was declared duly elected 
Editor of the Monthly. 

W. 1. Green, lay delegate of the South Georgia Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence. 


‘The Pastoral Address was then read by Bishop Wightman, as fol- 


_lows: 
PASTORAL ADDRESS. 
To the Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South: 

Dear BRETHREN :—We have been requested by the General Con- 
ference, now in-session, to address to you a brief pastoral letter, on the 
subject of worldly and fashionable amusements. The design of this is 
to set forth an earnest deliverance as to the danger to spiritual religion 
arising from lax views of moral obligation at this’ point, and the 
peril to the soul incurred by any removal of the ancient. landmarks 
which separate the Church of Christ from the spirit of the world. 
To the thoughtful, religious mind, the tendency of society in the direc- 
tion of unrestrained indulgence in ali forms of sensuous gratification, 
is alarming. Whether this is the result of a reaction in the public 
mind from restraints necessarily imposed by years of devastating civil 
war, or of an advancing civilization which ministers mainly to material 
ends and luxurious tastes, it-is certain that the eager rush of Southern 
society after amusements of one kind and another, is one of the start- 
ling signs of the times. 

We feel assured that a religion of mere forms and dogmas, what- 
ever its boast may be, cannot arrest this current, or counteract its 
tendency to ruinous social degradation. Nothing less than a gen- 
uine godliness, in the power of its regenerating influence, can meet 
the necessities of the case. So powerful, indeed, are the fascina- 
tions of pleasure, so abounding the iniquity, in high places and low, 
that “the love of many has waxed cold.” Young persons of cul- 
tivated mind and elegant manners, who may desire to be sins 
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eerely religious, are specially open to danger from the tone of sur- 
rounding fashionable society, and from the plausibilities of the worldly 
spirit. But the law of gratification, which rules the world and offers 
the present and immediate, is, and ever must be, opposed to the un- 
bending law of duty which conscience and God impose. There can be 
no compromise here. There can be no inward experience of grece, no 
valid religion of the heart, which is not preceded by a full, unreserved, 
irrevocable commitment to the Lord Jesus. This commitment involves 
self-denial—taking up the cross and following Christ. It is the surren- 
der of the will to a supreme governing purpose—of the affections to a 
supreme governing love. A religion of mere culture; of amiabilities 
and esthetic tastes; of sentiment, opinion, and ceremony, may readily 
allow participation in “ diversions which cannot be used in the name of 
the Lord Jesus”—in dancing and reveling; in theatrical, and operatic, 
and cireus exhibitions; in the gambling operations of the turf—not to 
mention the recently-revived excitements of the cock-pit. But the 
religion whieh is a divine life in the soul of Christ’s true disciple, heeds 
the voice of conscience, and feels the powers of the wérld to come. — It 
confers the dignity of holiness; the strength of self-denial; the glad 
freedom of a spirit rejoicing in the right and good. Such a religion 
needs not, desires not, allows not, participation in worldly pleasures, in 
diversions which, however sanctioned by fashion, are felt and known to 
be wrong by every truly awakened heart. Its spiritual discernment. is 
not deceived by well-dressed plausibilities; by refinements in taste, or 
respectabilities in social position. It has “put on the Lord Jesus,” and 
made “no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof.” The influ- 
ence of this form of religious character may be silent; but it is none 
the less potent—in the family, by the fireside, at the watering-place, or 
on the broad thoroughfares of business. What the Church lives, will 
alone affect the world. 

In conclusion, we beg to suggest that the pastors of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, give heed to these things in the administration 
of discipline. Indulgence in worldly diversions of the class aforemen- 
tioned, we hold to be inconsistent with the baptismal vows of our mem- 

ers, and with their Church-covenant. They have solemnly engaged 
to “renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal desires 
of the flesh,” so that they “will not follow or be led by them.” The 
Book of Discipline provides not only against crimes and gross immorai- 
ities, but there is process laid down for cases of “imprudent conduct, 
and indulging sinful tempers or words.” We are persuaded that where 
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that process is faiuhfully, firmly, but kindly, followed, these growing 
evils may be arrested. 

That you all, beloved brethren, may be blameless and harmless, the 
children of God without rebuke—lights in the world, holding forth 
the word of life—is the earnest desire.and prayer of your pastors. 
“ Whatsoever things are true,* whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any vir- 
tue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” And may the 
God of peace.be with you! 

In behalf of the General Conference and the College of Bishops. 
R. Parne. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the preachers of our Church be, and they are hereby, 
directed to read the Pastoral Letter of the Bishops to their respective 
congregations; and that the Book Agent be directed to publish it in 
tract form; and that we recommend its universal circulation among 
_ our members. P. A. PETERSON, 

S P. Wairten, 
: A. 8. Rices, 


The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the General Conference recommend the formation of 
Children's Missionary Societies in all our Sunday-schools, and mission- 
ary collections made monthly. T. J. MaAGRupDErR, 

C. I. VANDEVENTER. 


Resolved, 1. That the appropriations already made by the Annual 
Conference Boards shall be met according to the law obtaining hereto- 
fore, without respect to the present law requiring 40 per cent. to be 
forwarded to the Parent Board. 

2. That where Conferences have been divided, all drafts drawn in 
favor of parties within those Conferences shall be paid out of the com- 
mon fund of said Conferences. Jos. B. Corrrety, 

W. H. Porrer. 


It was ordered that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at 34 
o’clock p.M.—the special business being to choose the place of the next 
session of the General Conference. 

Report No. 5 of the Committee on Itinerancy, and the Minority Re- 
port, were taken up. 

The Minority Report was adopted. (See pages 255, 256.) 

John E. Edwards; chairman of Committee on Itinerancy, submitted 
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Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read, and the rule requir- 
ing it to lie over was suspended. After considerable discussion, the 
Report was not adopted, It is as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 7. 


The committee has considered the paper signed by H. P. Walker 
and C. W. Miller, asking for the introduction of the following provis- 
ion, to be added to paragraph 2, under Ques. 3, Sec. 5, page 61, of 
the Discipline, “He [the Bishop] may, moreover, when requested by 
an Annual Conference, appoint a member of the body to travel within - 
the bounds of the Conference, and do such ministerial work as the Con- 
ference may direct,’ and recommend concurrence on the part of the 
General Conference. Jno. EK. Epwarps, Chairman. 


E. H. Myers, chairman of Special Committee on Nominations, sub- 
mitted the following Keport, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 


The committee appointed to nominate officers for the Board of 
Missions, offer the following names—out of whom are to be elected a 
President, First and Second Vice-Presidents, and eleven Managers. 
The committee recommend that he who receives the highest vote shall 
be the President; the next highest, First: Vice-President, and next high- 
est, Second Vice-President; while from the others nominated, the eleven 
Managers shall be goes The names offered are: N. H. Lee, W. G. 
®. Cannyngham, H. A. ©. Walker, Trusten Polk, Leroy M. Lee, R. A. 
Young, I. G. John, D. Ra MeaAnaily, Jecduvson Hamilton, A. H. Redford, 
John 8. Martin, Mortimer Hamilton, Asa Holt, T. O. Summers, W. 
H. Potter, N. F: Reid, J. A. Dawson, O. R. Blue, A. G. Haygood, T. 
J. Magruder, John Morrow, W.:T. Gates, W. P. Harrison, J. H. 
Brooks, Drummond Weiburn, A. P. McFerrin, A. R. Winfield, W. T. 
Copeland, W. M. Rush, E. K. Miller, 3. Alexander, J. Anderson. 

The committee report the following persons.as the Book Com- 
mittee: J. E. Evans, S. Watson, P. A. ‘Peterson, J. S. Lithgow, A. 
L. P. Green, W..R. Elliston, Thompson Anderson, William H. Mor- 
gan, Thos. D. Fite. 

Respectfully submitted. E. H. Myrrs, Chairman. 







Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 
Wednesday Afternoon, May 25, 1870. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Pierce in the’ 


chair. 
22 
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Divine service was conducted by C. K. Marshall. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

The order of the day was taken up, and Louisville, Nashville, Bal- 
timore, Richmond, San Francisco, and Atlanta, were severally put in 
nomination, as the place for the next session of the General Confer- 
ence. 

Louisville having received 103 votes, the Conference, by a unanimous 

vote, chose that city as the place of the next session. 
- L. M. Lee, chairman of Committee on Episcopacy, submitted Report 
No. 10 of that committee, which was read. J.S. Key called for the 
previous question — the call was not sustained. The Report was 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, No. 10. 
_ The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to make their Report No. 
10, respecting the estimate for the support of the Bishops. 
J. They recommend that the assessment for Bishops’ support be fixed 
as follows: 
APPROPRIATIONS TO THE BISHOPS. 





Bishan: ‘Amidinewirdssgas it aan ciav amqeimaniadanses acne $2500 00 
Bishop Harly.......+..2000 er te San SRE ae oper 2500 00 
Bish Opt PaiNeesic. acess ahsemsoeasdehod’ oavrseey as 3000 00 
Biphip Phere itd. <2qcaqeve- miangdonulssstdayde cates 8000 00 
Bishop, Kawematgdincdesslcians qinincee aoevide andes hes 8000. 00 
Bishop W ightaiaps. ides: eoqacameadeocayys ements: 3000 00 
‘Phistio pv Maiev tebe si: dee csasasnambseicenty oisrekees 8000 00 
Bishop: Dosiz ctl da. cangaaen ss Gave « Gibin geeemagilesenciy 3000 00 
Bishop Me T yeines cegas nepise uta ce <amdye fis Wie steer 3000 00 
Bishop Keemet sys seen osnescenite (evades Ry Renter oe 8000 00 

Ota. Acasa saat Gidea coe eatoatia des Saxtheaas $29,000 00 


II. They recommend that this $29,000 00 be distributed for pay- 
ment among the Conferences, as follows : 


Baltimore Conference........-. esse. SOS at ae $1450 00 
Wirginia. Conference. ca vacunseconass eum deeen wane 1700 00 
- Western Virginia Conference...o.ncs.esncerscervene 200 00 
North Carolina Conterences....0cc.enascorlecmseseeee 1600 00 
South Carolina Conference........cctccssrensseee oe 875 00 


North Georgia Conference..cccieccescersencs soeseune 1500 00 
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South Georgia Conference.......:csciserecercsverees 1400 00 
Plorida, Conferences: titse dds sum dddsadocudds oltdces vas 200 00 
Alabama: Conference «...006 seresssvisie cde dees seve 1450 00 
North Alabama, Conference......ccssccess essesees 1100 00 
Eouisiama® Cain ference iin. nas cevisees eetntdadeves ceases 1140 00 
Mississippi Conferences... 0... ccessevesdeseesieeve ones 1350 00 
North Mississippi Conference.......esseceseeseeere 1000 00: 
Memphis Conference... 0c cijeses secs osieenes Beside ah 1400 00 
Tennessee Conference: .ie<seoseccacascsceveese vesisivssse 1800 00 
Holston Comfenem@ewsnticcesse Waterers lates claret 650 00 
Hrentiaeley Comferenets ise: sce ce csss sciedeseveesencess 1350 00 
Louisville Conferemees....cccsecnectecanenessvaneseres 1400 00 
Stalnoms*Conterencerisscs ssces os hoger ooteediinanas 1300 00 
Missouri! Comer en. e@ si swissn. cssice oneidesshides, ave ons y eee 1200 00 
Kansas and Nebraska Conference.......26.00+0++0 125 00 
Little Rock Conference.........cseees sees Me EN haar: 700 00 
Arkansas Conférem Ge wi.\. cjsiac ssisies cia ad state virausenfeeiare 425 00 
White River Conference .ocicscwicsass onde escasvvesss A475 00 
Indian Mission Conference.......sceesesenvecees ve, 60 00 
Texas Contlerentesasawistanaecd sie viat. lads dk tee 500 00 
Trinity Comferan er ai. vive oe cataidsdveasicows svevds dee os 550 00 
East. Texas: Conference is oces scesieiee sete nates cde cles 375 00 
North-west Texas Conference......scssleseeessenceee 350. 00 
Wrestrlexas Conterencers.cc ener teNeeees oe senlerenie *. 93800 00 
Columbia Conference........ RE Ree R OEE SACHS SHEE 300 00 
Parcitic: Conferences aes viv 05 ccaca oteeties wolectv velco ct 400 00 
Log: Angeles: Conferences: voc. csctececnscar sien sn eves 100: 00 
nit Gis Wonteremeeiaawe cs > oy nentde cake de zoeanesens | 275° 00 

SO Pet er cots wick ncsoie etna ap iSh a cade Sees # ON Sadas $29,000 00 

Respectfully submitted. ‘ L. M. Ler, Chairman. 


The Rev. Dr.. Teasdale, Corresponding Secretary of the Sunday- 
school Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, was introduced to 
the Conference. 

Report No. 2 of Committee on Revisal was called up. A motion of 
P. A. Peterson to strike out “that the General Conference do not con- 
eur,’ and the words “number 14 be changed to 18,” was laid on the 
table. After considerable discussion, H. A. C. Walker -called for the 
‘previous’ question—the call was sustained, and the Report, as a whole, 
was adopted. (See page 192.) 
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Report No. 8 of Committee on Revisal was taken up, read, and acted 
on, item by item. The first item is as follows: 

Your committee have had before them. sundry memorials upon 
the subject of the appointment of Superintendents of Sunday-schools, 
and recommend to. change Ans. 2 to Ques. 4, Sec. 3, Chap. IL, 
page 9, new arrangement, so as to read: “To supervise the in- 
struction of children, and the interests of Sunday-schools, and, upon 
nomination by the preacher in charge, to annually elect the Superin- 
tendents.” 

J. E. Edwards moved to amend this item by adding after the words, 
“ preacher in charge,” the words, “of two or three persons.” 

A. W. Wilson moved, as a substitute, Report No. 4 of Committee on 
Sunday-schools. 

On motion of W. H. Potter, the sabsieciel amendment, and first 
item, were laid on the table. 

B. H. Spencer asked and obtained leave of absence for the remain- 
der of the afternoon session, and that he be allowed to record his vote 
on this question. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, it was ordered that when we adjourn, we 
adjourn to meet at 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

The other items of the Report were adopted in order. 

The Report, as a whole, thus amended, was adopted. (See page 207.) 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the Bishop. : 


Thursday Morning, May 26, 1870. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair. 
Religious exercises were conducted by C. Long. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Treasurers of the Boards of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Missions, superseded by the Board of Missions created by this Con- 
ference, be instructed to turn over all the moneys and assets of every 
kind which may be in their hands to the Treasurer of the newly ap- 
pointed Board. J. B. MoFrrrin, 

‘ W. M. Lerrwics, 


Resolved, That Rev. W. E. Munsey, D.D., be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to continue in the great work of raising funds to liquidate the 
old missionary debt of the Church, until the next session of the Annual 
Conference of which he is a member; and that the Board of Missions 
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be instructed to provide for his support, and appropriate such funds as 
he may raise to the payment of the old missionary debt. 

W. M. Lerrwicn, 

J. B. McFerrin, 

A. 8. Riaas. 


Resolved, 1. That the Book Agent and Book Editor be instructed to 
prepare and publish the Discipline, as revised by this General Confer- 
ence, at the earliest day. 

2. That Bishop McTyeire be requested to assist the Editor in its pre- 
paration. J.S. Martin, 

Jas. A. DAWSON. 


The committee of five on the Sunday-school Hymn and Tune-book 
were announced, as follows: T. J. Magruder, Baltimore; Judge W. 
H. Foster, New Orleans; Dr. W. P. Harrison, Macon; Theodore F. 
Cluiids, St. Louis; O. B. Curlin, Louisville. 

The Report of Committee on Finance was taken up, and, on motion 
of R. 8. Moran, was laid on the table. 

The resolutions of L. Pierce, S. Anthony, and J. 8. Key, on Infant 
Baptism, were taken up, discussed at some length, and withdrawn by 
the movers. 

Bishop Andrew made an affecting parting address to the Confer- 
ence. He said: 

(“I don’t expect to take up much time—not half as much as you have 
wasted in quarreling over that resolution, and then indefinitely post- 
poning it. J am glad that it has been done, however. Now, I want to 
say a few things to you. I have been attending your present session, 
and it has afforded me much pleasure. I have met many of my old 
friends, and they have pressed my hands warmly, and made me feel 
very happy. And now we are going to separate. My mind has been 
burdened when I have looked on this large body of preachers and lay 
brethren, and I have thought—Have you sought the glory of God more 
than your own? Have you considered this in all your speeches, and 
talks, and Reports? And. now another point. You are now about to 
part. Many of us will never meet again. Shall we go away, and carry 
with us the flame of revival, and show that the General Conference 
has been a season of reviving influences? Your people will soon see it 
if this is the case. I have been gratified, as well as sorry, to hear some 
of your debates. I am glad that we have been conservative enough to 
reject a great many things that have been presented. I feel as if I 
were delivering my last charge. Many years ago, it was my habit to 
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deliver an address at the close of Conference. It is not now, under sim- 
ilar circumstances. Iam about to leaye you. Farewell! That word 
comes with sadness from my heart. I’ll never see- many of you any 
more. I want you to remember the old man. I want you to pray for 
the old Bishop. I think I can say, with Paul: ‘I have coveted no 
man’s silver or gold.” Ihave not aimed at my own glory. I have 
always gone wherever I have been sent. I can appeal to my colleagues to 
say whether I have ever flinched. When I went into the work, I con- 
sidered that I had given myself up to God, and had no right to choose 
where I should go. That’s the spirit of the Itinerancy. No man is fit 
for it who has not laid all on God’s altar. If you are seeking and 
clamoring for good places, what will the people say of you? Now, per- 
haps I hear more than you do, and I have been pained at some things 
which have come to my ears. You have no right to choose your own 
work. Now, some preachers want to be Bishop. If you want comfort 
and honor, you had better be where you are. If the Church calls you, 
then go, but woe be to him who thrusts himself into a position to which 
God has not called him. I remember well the last charge of the venerable 
Bishop McKendree to me. We were coming down from Philadelphia 
just after I had been elected Bishop. I said to him that’ the Confer- 
ence had laid on me a work for which I was not prepared, and had no 
experience whatever; and I asked him to please give me some advice. 
He said: ‘James, I have not much to say, but I will say, [and I want 
you Bishops to hear it,] Never shrink from responsibility, for remember 
that, by this, you assume the most fearful of all responsibilities.’ I 
have thought of that ever since. To you preachers I would say, You 
know I love you all, and as an old man, I take the liberty of catechis- 
ing you a little. Many of you are young men, and I pray you to con- 
secrate your hearts and lives to the work of Christ. Don’t be afraid 
of not being provided for. This Book [with his hand on the Bible] 
provides for you. A California missionary once said to me, ‘God has 
so often interposed in my behalf that I do not feel concerned at all, for 
I know that God will take care of me.’ Go forward and do your duty. 
The Duke of Sully once said to Henry IV., ‘You treat your old servants 
badly : you appoint those who are not your friends to places where they 
receive large salaries,and leave your old friends out.’ The King said, 
‘Don’t be uneasy—you take care of my interests, and I will take care of 
yours.’ Let us trust in God. I have been traveling sixty years. I re- 
member the venerable Dr. Pierce when the Bishop was a baby. I thought 
at that time he would n’t live long; but here he is before me, in a won- 
derful state of mental and physical activity. God bless the old man! 
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1 have always sustained an intimate relation to the Bishop. God bless 
vou, George! I rejoice at your triumph, and pray that you may live 
leng. Now, brethren, forgive the old man for talking so long. God 
bless you and yours! I love you all. And when you go away, pray 
that wp yonder I may stand with those who have labored with me on 
earth.” 


The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted by a 
rising vote: 

Resolved, That the presence and counsels of our beloved Senior Bishop, 
the Rev. James O. Andrew, at this Conference, have been a source of 
great pleasure and comfort to the members of this body. | 

Resolved, That we separate from him, after hearing perhaps his last 
words, with fervent prayer and hope that his declining years may be 
full of joy, and that his dying hour may be radiant with the light of 
immortality. J. B. McFerrin, 

T. O. SuMMERs. 


The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the chairmen of the Boards of Finance of the respec- 
tive Conferences are instructed to take into consideration the new esti- 
mate and apportionment for the Bishops, and readjust the assessments 
in their Conferences and in the portions added to them accordingly. 

Resolved, That the delegates included in the new Conferences made 
now, appoint a Board of Finance for their respective Conferences to at- 
tend to this matter. K. H. Myers, 

A. L. P. GREEN, 


Resolved, That the Rev.S. Watson is hereby elected Editor of the 
Christian Index, until other arrangements are made by the colored peo- 
ple for a Church organ. J. KH. Evans 

Resolved, That Thos. Taylor be added to the committee pelea by 
the Conference to attend the General Conference of the colored people, 
December next. 

The Rey. Dr. Munsey addressed the Conference, declining the work 
to which he was called by a resolution adopted this morning. 

The resolution of R. Alexander and J. W. Whipple, instructing the 
Book Agent to keep on deposit at the Texas Book Depository, in Gal- 
veston, our publications to the amount of two thousand dollars, was. 
called up, and lost. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and not adopted : 

Whereas, the condition of our Book Concern requires such rigid 
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economy that no faciiities can be afforded to the remote portions of the 
work ; therefore, 

beac aaa That the Agent and Book Committee be instructed to em- 
ploy no more than $3,000 in the improvement and enlargement of our 
buildings at Nashville, the object of our Book Concern being to sup- 
ply the Church with religious literature, and not the building up of an 
establishment for show. I. G. Joun, 

T. Pou. 


The committee on the Quarterly Review were announced, as follows: 
Bishop Doggett, Professor Francis H. Smith, A. W. Wilson. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair. 

The Report of the Special Committee on Gnpbens Homes was taken 
up, and amended by striking out the clause providing that it be placed 
in the Discipline. The Report, as thus amended, was adopted. (See 
page 225.) 

On motion of E. H. Myers, Bishop McTyeire, J. B. McFerrin, and 
A. H. Redford, were appointed a committee to nominate officers and 
managers of the Missionary Board. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and on motion of O. R. 
Blue was laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the Bishops who shall preside at the annual sessions 
- of the North Carolina Conference, during the next four years, be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to appoint the Rey. C. F. Deems, D.D., to the 
Church of the Strangers, in New York City, provided the North Caro- 
lina Conference shall request such an appointment to be made from 
year to year during that time. R. 8. Moran. 


Report No 17 of Committee on Books and Periodicals was taken up, 
read, and laid on the table. 

The Report of Special Committee on a Collection of Church-music 
was taken up, and laid on the table. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted by a 
rising vote: 

Resolved, That the Book Committee be, and is hereby, instructed to 
prepare and present a suitable testimonial, as an expression of the 
hearty appreciation by this General Conference of the arduous, accu- 
rate, and indefatigable labors of our esteemed Secretary, the Rev. T. O. 
‘Summers, D.D., and that the Book Committee be allowed full discre- 
tion in preparing the same. I. G. Joun, 

y W. HEADEN, 
Tuos. REEp. 
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Bishop McTyeire nominated the officers and managers of the Board 
of Missions, as follows: T. O. Summers, President; N. H. Lee, First 
Vice-President; W.G. E. Cunnyngham, Second Vice-President; A. 
_G. Haygood, W. P. Harrison, R. A. Young, Mortimer Hamilton, A. P. 
McFerrin, John Morrow, W. T. Gates, W. M. Rush, J. Hamilton, R. 
Alexander, T. J. Magruder, Managers. 

These nominations. were confirmed. ; 

Report No. 2 of Special Committee on the Revision of the Ritual 
was called up. 

The first resolution was discussed at some length, and the committee, 
had leave to withdraw the Report, with instructions to report on the 
subject at the next General Conference. — 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Conference are due, and 
are hereby most respectfully and with the heartiest gratitude tendered, 
to the citizens of Memphis and adjacent country, who so kindly received 
us to their homes, and with such open-hearted and elegant hospitality . 
have entertained us during our sojourn among them. 

2. That we cordially reciprocate the Christian love and [aie 
courtesy which prompted the tender of their houses of worship by 
the Prespyterian, Cumberland Presbyterian, Christian, and Baptist 
Churches of the city and its immediate vicinity; and hereby express our 
ereat gratification in occupying the pulpits to which we were so kindly 
invited. We also gratefully recognize the liberality of Railroad and 
Packet Lines for commutation of fare. H. A. C. WALKER, 

F. Mizron Kennepy, 
JAMES WICKERSHAM. 


Report No. 5 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up, and J. E. 
Evans offered the following amendment to the first item : 

On page 5, new arrangement, Chap. II, Ans. 1, after the words 
“equal number of,” strike out all down to “preachers,” and insert 
“members, three-fourths of whom shall be laymen, and one-fourth may 
be local preachers.” 

And in the same answer, after the word “ representatives,” insert the 
words “and local preachers”; also, after the word “ members,” in the 
same line, insert the words “and local preachers.” 

And on page 6, Chap. II., Sec. 2, item 1, after the word “ four,” 
strike out all.to the word “preachers,” and insert the words “ repre- 
sentatives, three of whom shall be ]aymen, and one may be a local 
preacher.” And in item 2, after the words “lay members,” insert “and 
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local preachers ;” also, strike out all after the word “ District,’ down 
to the word “ direct,” and insert the word “Conference. In item 3, | 
~ after the words “lay members,” insert “and local preachers.” 

R. S. Moran raised a point of order—the point was sustained by the 
Chair, who decided that such a change ef the Constitution as is pro- 
posed by the ameudment, cannot be made without reference to the An- 

nual Conferences. 

The Report was then laid on the table. 

The following resolution was then offered and read, and R. S. Moran. 
called for the previous question—the call was sustained, and the resolu- 
tion was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be, and are hereby, authorized to appoint, 
on the request of an Annual Conference, one or more preachers to any 
proper work beyond the bounds of the Annual Conferences. 

R. ABBEY, 
R. S. Moran. 

On motion of W. M. Leftwich, the vote was reconsidered by whicii 
the name of the Kansas and Nebraska Conference was decided—and 
the name was changed to Western Conference. (See page 296.) 

A resolution of W. 8. Baird and others, proposing a change of the 
name of the Church to Episcopal Methodist Church, was read, discussed, 
and laid on the table among the unfinished business—the movers of the 
resolution preferring to substitute Methodist Episcopal Church in Amer- 
ica as the name of the Church. 

On motion of J. E. Evans— 

Resolved, That the law requiring Jay representatives to be elected 
by the District Stewards, ete., be conformed to the action of this Con- 
ference on the subject of District Conferences. 

J. EK. Evans asked to be excused from attending and assisting in the 
organization of the Colored M. E. Church, South, and A. L. P. Green 
was appointed in his place. 

On motion of W. M. Leftwich, Conference agreed to adjourn—the 
next session to be held at Louisville, Ky., May 1, 1874. 

The Minutes were read and approved. ; 

Bishop Paine then made an impressive address to the Conference. 
He said: 

“ Being called upon unexpectedly to close these exercises, and know- 
ing the necessity of being brief, I would condense all that I would say in 
a very few words. This is the twelfth General Conference at which I 
have been present as a member, beginning in 1824 in Baltimore; and 
I contess I have never known a more pleasant and more working Con- 
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ference. It is the briefest Conference I have ever attended. It has 
been very harmonious too. The inauguration of the system of lay 
delegation has worked admirably, confirming our conviction that the 
laity can greatly aid in managing the great interests of the Church, and 
i hope they will return home with the impression that they are not 
only welcomed, but that they are felt to be an important element in our 
deliberations. I repeat, this has been a remarkably harmonious Con- 
ference. No great conflicts—none on principle. We have not all 
agreed on the polity of the Church, but there has been no want of ap- 
preciation of each other’s motives. 

“Brethren, God has been good to us this session. He has preserved 
us in safety to its close, and now let us go away looking for his bless- 
ing, and for a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

“ Age is creeping on many of us. We may never meet again in this 
great assembly. God grant that we may be useful and faithful in the 
performance of our duties even unto the end! Let us preserve the 
Constitution of our Church intact. Keep up the itinerancy; preach 
Christ and him crucified; retain the great truths and principles of our 
Church, and transmit them down to your posterity. Then, when we 
get up yonder, we shall be delighted to look down and see our succes- 
sors carrying out the great principles of Wesleyan Methodism. 

“Accept my assurance—and I speak for my colleagues also—of my 
respect for you, and love for you. May God go with you, and be with 
you and your families, and in all your work for Christ!” 

Bishop Paine then offered a fervent prayer. After which the dox- 
ology was sung, the benediction pronounced by Bishop Marvin, and 
thus closed the Sixth Session of the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South. 

JAMES O. ANDREW, 
ROBERT PAINE, 
GEORGE F, PIERCE, 
JOHN EARLY, 
HUBBARD H. KAVANAUGH, 
WILLIAM M. WIGHTMAN, 
ENOCH M. MARVIN, 
DAVID S. DOGGETT, 
HOLLAND N. McTYEIRE, 
JOHN C. KEENER. 
Tomas O. Summers, Secretary. 


JouHn 8S. Martin, 
JAMES WICKERSHAM, } Assistant Secretaries. 
GeorGE N. LEsTER, 
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On Missions, 160, 171, 181, 188. 

On Orphans’ Homes, 161, 173. 
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No. 2. On Ministerial Education, 232-—240, 245, 253. 
Minority Report, 282, 240—243, 245, 258, 306. 
No.8. On Statistics of: Literary Institutions, 265, 
No. 4. On Course of Study for Local Preachers, 266, 
No. 5. On Corpus Christi Academy, 266, 319, 320. 
Episcopacy, Committee on, 159, 171, 179. 
Episcopacy, Reports on, to wit:— 
No. 1. On Bishop Soule, 188. 
No. 2. On Bishops Andrew and Early, 189. 
No. 8. On Character of the Bishops, 190. 
No. 4. On Life of Bishop Soule, 254. 


802 INDEX TO THE JOURNAL OF 1870. 





No. 5. On Episcopal Decisions, 254. 
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Fraternal Correspondence with Methodist Protestant General Conference, Com- 
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343. : 
German Hymn-book, Catechism, and Evangelical Apologist, 256, 257, 330, 333. 
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229. 
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W. R. Bell, 307. 
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On Sunday-school Convention, 252. 
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Publishing House, proposals to remove, 171, 207, 208, 229, 251—253, 303—305. 
Publishing House, removal of, Committee on, 252, 253. 

Publishing House, removal of, Report on, 303—806, 


QuARTERLY Review, Committee on, 280, 344. 
Quarterly Review,.Report on, 328, 324. 


REARRANGEMENT of Discipline, Report on, 158, 176, 182. 
. Rebaptism, Report on, 246. 
Reyisal, Committee on, 160, 171, 181. 
Revisal, Reports on, to wit :— 
No. 1. On Rearrangement of Discipline, etc., 182, 205, 
No. 2. On District Conferences and size of Districts, 192, 209—212, 339. 
No. 8. On the election of Sunday-school Superintendents and Stewards, 
Arbitrations, Temperance, Dancing, etc., 207, 340. 
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No. 5. On changes in regard to lay representation, removal of members, 
etc., 219, 345, 346. 
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Quarterly Conference business, Class-meetings, etc., 250. 
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No. 1. On Rebaptism, 246. 
No, 2. On changes in the office of Infant Baptism, 316, 346. 
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Secretary of General Conference, testimonial to, 344. 

Soule, Bishop, Life of, 178. 

Soule, Bishop, Report on, 188. 

South Carolina Conference boundaries, 290, 294, 295. 4 

South Carolina State Sunday-school Convention, correspondence with, 218. 

Southern New Monthly Magazine, election of editor of, 334. 

South Georgia Conference boundaries, 291, 295. 

St. Louis Conference boundaries, 289, 292, 294, 296, 

Sunday-schools, Committee on, 160, 171, 179, 181, 188. 

Sunday-schools, Reports on, to wit :— 
No. 1. On Sunday-school literature, Secretary, ete., 193, 311, 317, 818. 
No. 2. Sunday-school Corresponding Secretaries of Annual Conferences, 

216, 317, 318. 
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No. 8. On Summers’s Commentary, ete., 216, 

No..4.: On election of Sunday-school, Superintendents, 217. 

No. 5. On Sanday-school text-books, 282. 

No. 6. On preparing a series:of; Catechisms, 264. 

No. 7. On the relation of baptized children to the Church, 264. 
No. 8. On a manual and plan for organizing:and : ee 

schools, 264. 

No. 9, On a Sunday-school Convention, 264, 265. 

Standing Committees, 158-160, 

Summers’s Commentary and Questions on the Guspcls 181,'216. 

Sunday-school Convention, 252, 264, 265, 295,°827.: 

Sunday-school Convention, Committee on, 295, 327° 

Sunday-scho ol Hymn and Tune-book, Committee on, 61, 169; 841. 

Sunday-school Hymn and Tune-book, Report on, 318: 

Sunday-school Secretary, election of, 384.- 


TENNESSEE Conference boundaries, 181, 291, 296. 
Texas Conference boundaries, 293, 296. 

Thanks; Resolutions of, 345. 

Trinity Conference boundaries, 292, 296. 


Union, Church, action on, 191, 196, 211, 


Vero of Bishops, 280—287, 331. 
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Western Conference—substituted for Kansas and Nebraskas-boundaries; 292, 2.28, 
346. ; 

Western Methodist, election of editor of, 388.. 

Western Virginia Conference boundaries, 290, 294, | 

West Texas Conference:boundaries; 298, 296. - 

White River Conference boundaries, 292,296. iss ’ : 
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Brodwater, George M. Bain, jr., Thomas W. Garrett, William Grant. 
Reserves: William W. Webb, Thomas Branch, J. R. Kilby...........0.- 
WESTERN VirGINIA.—Clerical: T.S. Wade, W.-Downtain. Reserves: F. 
B. Carroll, W. Kennedy. Lay: Jake Rice, R. S. Bickel. Reserves: 
BVViEoO Pb telat dred iN Vie sie topic te coh» sieenaiaes boon cadena en Wina de cgeanpbeiieee ake aes 
Hoxrston.—Clerical: R. N. Price, C. Long, E. E. Wiley, J. M. McTeer, W. 
G. HE. Cunnyngham, J. S. Kennedy. Reserves: James Atkins, sr., F. 
Richardson. Lay: H. 8. Bowen, J. W. Gaut, W. W. Stringfield, R. 
W. Jones, John W. Paulett, F. W. Earnest. Reserves: J. P. Kelly, 
UNE AS TB Oat lace. a oddodn 3486 schdoe Meee UB Uno -e-apeeo snore Bab savor asces Bearaco= ceca dencne 
Norru Carorina.—Clerical: B. Craven, W. H. Bobbitt, W. S. Black, N. 
H. D, Wilson, L. S. Burkhead, S. D. Adams. Reserves: E. A. Yates, 
J. W. North. Lay: HE. J. Lilly, T. M. Jones, J. W. Hays, F. C. Rob- 
bins, T. C. Smith, W. D. Rountree. Reserves: J. B. Beckwith, William 
Paylor, W. J. Parker.......0sissorssrseeuncceesseiessnccneeccsnsersnnssercesa sasesanes 
SoutH CaroLtina.— Clerical: A. M. Shipp, F. M. Kennedy, H. A. C. 
Walker, W. H. Fleming, J. W. Kelly, S. H. Browne. Reserves: A. 
M. Chrietzberg, 8. B. Jones, H. M. Mood, J.T. Wightman. Lay: 8. 
Bobo, J. H. Kinsler, A. A. Gilbert, S. A. Nelson, F. A. Connor, A. E. 
Williams. Reserves: L. Bellinger, W. C. McMillan, S. M. Rice, W. 
iWisebemberton,.o. On Clyde. Ry OY Caroiminaess. se sdpedtcursvasadesasesetss 
Nortru Grorera.—Clerical: A. G. Haygood, W. H. Potter, H. J. Adams, 
J. Boring, J. E. Evans, E. W. Speer, W. F. Cook. Reserves: L. J. 
Davies, W. J. Scott, W. P. Harrison. Lay: A. H. Colquitt, C. P. 
Crawford, L. D. Palmer, J. M. Beall, G. M. Nolan, J. B. Hunnicutt, 
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T. M. Meriwether. Reserves: L. Pierce, jr J. H. Grogan, J. I, 
Wright, W. Az Melson sc... 0s.cs-cceccmeceasessoccoasressdsiansadenesrsanna averas 
Souru Grorera.—Clerical: Lovick Pierce, J. S. Key, J. W. Hinton, Sam- 
uel Anthony, J. O. A. Clark. Reserves: T. T. Christian, G. G. N. 
MeDonell, O. L. Smith. Lay: James Jackson, B, M. Overby, W. H. 
Ellison, W. M. Sessions, R. W. Lovett. Reserves: J. Allen, M. HE. 
Rylander, W. D, Grace, J.B. elder; Ji, Ji: JOn@8...0.,2.-.vcsterso-ccecensens 
Froripa.— Clerical: 8. Woodbery, T. W. Moore. Reserves: J. P. DePass, 
Josephus Anderson. Lay: J. F. White, T. W. Carter. Reserves: H. F. 
Gin pew Sel MECUBSEl nse sce-slemenen say avert sae tlestaail-themase ieee teitnee ore arsenate 
ALABAMA.—Clerical: Thomas O.Summers, W. A. McCarty, M.S. Andrews, 
J. Hamilton, W. Shapard. Reserves: A. 8. Andrews, 8S. P. Richard- 
son, A. J. Briggs. Lay: R. H. Powell, A. A. Coleman, J. G. Motley, 
T. J.S. Kimbrough, H. A. Stollenwerck. Reserves: L. W. Reeves, F. 
aw, Mi. Pad rett, J. Chain) BAG Oe hie.ilici.3) 0. Ssh ds aden scbed = see~ oe 
Nortu ALaBama.—Clerical: Anson West, J. W. Whitten, J. M. Boland, 
J. D. Anthony, W. R. Kirk. Reserves: C. D. Oliver, L. M. Wilson, 
Daniel Dunean. Lay: N.T. Lupton, William B. Wood, R. A. Hard- 
away, J. H. Johnson, M. K. Taylor. Reserves: Thomas Peters, J. W. 
EVAR IS ed Mh GNOCS. 28 e0e. « ski cioes Stuns = cab Mea ha os Ake sacl he Pak Aes tage eae der 
Lovistana.— Clerical: Linus Parker, John Pipes, Alexander E. Goodwyn. 
Reserves: James EH. Cobb, John Wilkinson, Robert J. Harp. Lay: 
William H. Foster, W. H. N. Magruder, J. Harvey Brigham. Re- 
serves: JO. Puqua, f. B: Renean, WH sy Drake... i. i.ces2..tccsactdecnvens 
Myssissippr.—Clerical: C. G. Andrews, Harvey F. Johnson, Henderson H. 
Montgomery, William E. M. Linfield, Joshua T. Heard. Reserves: 
William H. Watkins, William L. C. Hunnicutt, William B. Hines. 
Lay: William L. Nugent, James E. Jagers, Alonzo G. Mayers, Thos. 
Christian, J. Harvey Thompson, Reserves: Elijah C. Postell, Irvin 
Miller, Leonard K. Barber, George Nicholson, 8. B. Watts............00+ 
Norru Mississrpp1.—Clerical: J. J. Wheat, P. Tuggle, W. P. Barton, T. 
Y. Ramsey, A. ©. Allen. Reserves: J, H. Brooks, Amos Kendall. 
Lay: Li. ©, Garland, H. W. Foote, O. J. Moore, R. C. Clark, W. E. 
Tomlinson: - Reserves: "J. Th. S$. Hill) G. Ji Kelsey..c neces scdeicssesudeoeey 
Mempuis.— Clerical: T. L. Boswell, 8. W? Moore, W. C. Johnson, W. T. 
Harris, John Moss. Reserves: E. ©, Slater, Guilford Jones. Lay: 
Milton Brown, R. J. Morgan, A. R. Boon, W. H. Armstrong, F. F. 
Porter: “Reserves: -“H. ©. Batley, dae Lak @.ccawuctah is oats acbesasheeosanie 
TENNESSEE.—Clerical: J. B. McFerrin, J. W. Hanner, sr., A. L. P. Green, 
R. A. Young, Joseph B. West, R. P. Ransom, W. Burr, F. E. Pitts. 
Reserves: R. K. Hargrove, W. Mooney. Lay: Watson M. Cooke, 
Charles G. Smith, T. M. N. Jones, Atha Thomas, W. R. Webb, 
J. M. Sharpe, W. F. Holder, J. M. Sowel. Reserves: G@. G. Dibrell, 
D:D Reynolds ws GS Wiewinnlen ©. alos odleareeeiee ess ld cteces ese lentangemee meee: 
Kerntucky.—Clerical; Robert Hiner, Morris Evans, C. W. Miller, J. W. 
Fitch. Reserves: T. J. Todd, S. X. Hall. Lay: William Winslow, 
J. M. Tipton, J. R. Moss, W. M. Leathers. Reserves: J. BR. Beckley, 
AS ONS: Bean eliy ae ale ta econ 5 valence Bipteat’s Mekhis vara eas SoM S EER hod ee gets ae cane 
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LovisvitLE.— Clerical: Thomas Bottomley, A. H. Redford, George H. Hays, 
Timothy C. Frogge, Edmund W. Sehon. Reserves: David Morton, 
Nathanael H. Lee. Lay: Willis B. Machen, James S. L thgow, A. 8. 
Walker, Robert Browder, Johu 8. Geiger. Reserves: Charles F, Har- 
VOy FeaGOLGA Pobre aunts ra tetn ls. tects g hots ahs oelfs ves tede a0 08 eed opicaea eee sks «cfs 

Sr. Lovis— Clerical: A. T. Scruggs, W. M. Leftwich. Reserves: D. RB. 
McAnally, J. H. Linn. Lay: T. Polk, J. ©. Moore. Reserves: N. 
ERB eb byON. Bute Opie fp. 521 a yeecteesaple Nos fan Bhs aneve Seo + snkyh tetra cheat nee 

West St. Louis.—Clerical: G. M. Winton, N. Scarritt, M. M. Pugh, J. 
Tillery. Reserves: J. T. Peery, C. P. Jones. Lay: John E. Ryland, 
J. P. Strother, G. M. Jones, T. P. Cobb. Reserves: J. Blevins, John 
Wilson.) oot. Harvey, 1a. Mi ulovds sot tag sks vsees leiden. 25 8 

Missourt.—Clerical: C. I. Vandeventer, W. M. Rush, J. H. Pritchett, J. 
D. Vineil, H. A. Bourland. Reserves: W. G. Miller, J. P. Nolan, B. 
H. Spencer. Lay: J. C. Wills, J. L. Davis, A. H. Vories, D. K. Pit- 
man, R. E. Anderson. Reserves: ©. G. Epperson, W. M. Sharp, P. P. 
EMS ce SOMOS WINTOH, Vin Dod OCS... s.sdeceile costs ute cselusstagcustee Sears t eeenesece 

WeEsTERN.— Clerical: D, C. O’ Howell, A. A. Morrison. Rese, ves: Joseph 
King, L. B.Stateler. Lay: J.H. Bradford, Thomas Metealf. Reserves: 
Hemeliarinp kin, Wie: Tait 26 Guan. eccelogecce cern se tease ce neckts penotd ase ut attee cinee care 

Inp1an Misston.—Clerical: John Harrell, J. H. Walker. Reserve: W. 
A. Dunean. Lay: G. B. Hester, J. F. Thompson. Reserve: EK. H. 
WUT LS OMBRSe martes «ne sencaieaeot ime tens sinectictealsvaedeeico ssa clea tees aah date caieser Oren 

ARKANSAS.— Clerical: F. M. Paine, I. L. Burrow. Reserve: H. M. Gra- 
nade. Lay: J. H. Mann, W. J. Parks. Reserves: W. J. Stafford, H. 
REASON ase lop cwa ogee keer bocatont oie ccasne etna lerscacase cis whsinlee ies cadet okciet ca 

Waiter River.—Clerical: G. A. Dannelly, James Mackey. Reserve: W. 
T. Noe. Lay: James Wickersham, W. T. Sale. Reserve: James H. 
JM GEE Sp en SCAG: HESROR Ro aR ORES BORO A ATIACE ADE An HE DBO AASE UN CAE Soe THR AES 

LirtLe Rock.—Clerical: A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, Cadesman Pope. 
Reserves: John F. Carr, John Prior. Lay: J. L. de Yampert, W. T. 
Crouch, 8. M. McGehee. Reserves: I. C. Mills, Norborne Young...... 

Trinity.—Clerical: John H. Mclean; Jacob M. Binkley, M. H. Neely. 
Reserves: L. B. Ellis, J. L. Angel. Lay: W. J. Clark, Wm. Howeth, 
YM? Rosers. “Reserves: J. RW. Cole, George A. Kel’y,.). 003... sncsessse 

East Texas.—Olerical: D. Morse, John Adams. Reserves: J. R. Bellamy, 
F. Stovall. Lay: J. H. Regan, L. V. Grear. Reserve: W. M. 
IRONY GU CH Mec cer see acct eta ssiiary -sidensaceneen ohepmindonaisasiemaisies Reise beuien era mcct 

Trxas.—Clerical: R. Alexander, I. G@. John, H. V. Philpott. Reserves: 
F. A. Mood, J. M. Wesson. Lay: J. H. Stone, J. D. Thomas, L. W. 
Moore. Reserves: W. B. Norris, 8. S. Munger, J. D. Giddings......... 

Nortu-west Texas.—Clerical: Thomas Sanford, Wm. G. Veal, Wm. 
Price, W. G. Connor. Reserves: John S. McCarver, Andrew Davis. 
Lay: W. A. Fort, E. A. Martin, B. A. Philpott, J. H. Bishop. Reserves: 
V.S, Anglin, Howel L. TPaylor....c...-.ceecscseccsessesescecerecssesceseesseeesoes 

» West Trexas.—Clerical: B. Harris, J.G. Walker. Reserves: W. J. Joyce, 
J. W. DeVilbiss. Lay: P. C. Woods, H. E. McCullough. Reserves: 
John F. Menifee, T. F. Colling..cc.......scscceseennseensccnss tneeeccecuensecceres 
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Los AN@ELES.—Clerical: Abram Adams, R. A. Latimer. Reserves: W. 
Moores, M. W. Glover. Lay: E. E. Greenleaf, F. E. Adams. Reserves: 
ee Me vBuster, Asa TEISS. cscs thas sce shovesee sadiat orestocsnetewate semelee ten clhds 

Paciric.—Clerical: E. K. Miller, George Sim. Reserves: J. C. Simmons, 
O. P. Fitzgerald. Lay: J. W. Goad, L. H. Bascom. Reserves: W. 
Ba Parson's, Oo He, Wal COX"; cjawcasct =, (amore teen ctensslae teen eteranicatse sae ke staan 

CoLtumBiA.—Clerical: B. R. Johnson, A. E. Sears. Reserves: D. C. MeFar- 
land, J. W. Stahl. Lay: J. A. Cauthorn, S. J. Wilhoit. Reserves: B. 
RYBurch, As CaAUthornG yeh ee wdiaeeces dea barencdaedusanee cidade arte ucttote Sue oeEee 

ILtrno1s.— Clerical: M. R. Jones, J. W. Wescott. Reserves: C. Murchi- 
son, B. R. Hester. Lay: S.S.Spurgin, J. M.A. Drake. Reserves: J. 
Mv Charltons- Ws Jk; Ballard sac ne tiuies deers cots dgevton ston. <byniatee vets caenendete 





MEMBERS 


OF THE 


SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 


Nu. CHURCH, SOU TH, 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—Clerical: S. Regester, John S. Martin, Samuel 
Rogers, A. W. Wilson, N. Head, J. H. Waugh, W.G. Coe. Lay: W. 
R. Denny, T. J. Magruder, Charles Shipley, Wm. Milnes, jr., W. P. 
Wonway,G. W. VWashimeton, (J. MOner ia... scaevaedene se soeede cas sapsivecserst 
VirGinta.— Clerical: J. A. Duncan, Leroy M. Lee, Wm. W. Bennett, 
Peter A. Peterson, John EH. Edwards, Lemuel §S. Reed, John C. Gran- 
bery. Lay: D'Arcy Paul, F. H. Smith, Richard Pollard, Joseph E. 
Brodwater, George M. Bain, jr., Thomas W. Garrett, William Grant. 
Thomas Branch, lay reserve, substituted F. H. Smith a part of the ses- 


Houston.— Clerical: R. N. Price, C. Long, E. E. Wiley, J. M. McTeer, W. 
G. EH. Cunnyngham, J. 8. Kennedy. Lay: J. W. Gaut, W. W.String- 
field, R. W. Jones, John W. Paulett, F. W. Harnest, Augustine W. 
Boyd. J. Atkins, clerical reserve, substituted J. S. Kenredy a part of 

: PINGS CHALOM tsceccetanes cates t eans coe soeeetetnmen neces Seone Sante tee acon ree ene seannece cae 

Norra CaroLina.—Clerical: B. Craven, W. H. Bobbitt, W.S. Black, N. 
H. D. Wilson, L. 8. Burkhead, S. D. Adams. Lay: E. J. Lilly, T. M. 
Jones, J. W. Hays, F. C. Robbins, T. C. Smith, W. D. Rountree.......... 

SourH Carorina.— Clerical: A. M. Shipp, F. M. Kennedy, H. A. C. 
Walker, W. H. Fleming, J. W. Kelly, S. H. Browne. Lay: §. Bobo, 
J. H. Kinsler, A. A. Gilbert, 8. A. Nelson, F. A. Connor, A. E. Wil- 


Norru Grorera.—Clerical: A. G. Haygood, W. H. eae H. J. Adams, 
J. E. Evans, W. F. Cook, L. J. Davies, W. J. Scott. Lay: OC. P. 
Crawford, L. D. Palmer, J. M. Beall, G. M. Nolan, J. B. Hunnicutt, 
HMC Meriwether. LOVICK IE ICLCE,, Jlessveccicesascocsienccverewcascenssonocesaca seas 

3outn Grorara.— Clerical: Lovick Pierce, J. S. Key, J. W. Hinton, Sam- 
uel Anthony, J. O. A. Clark. Lay: James Jackson, B. M. Overby, 
RV Pew EemPr USO AWE eID VOltnecercecereceslaceceth cccceusisacceasesle ssi sactsleessnars's 

Froripa.— Clerical: 8. Woodbery, T. W. Moore. Lay: J. F. White, T. 
V7 4 KORA IS secddecntremricec poo ReTSBE EBS o Bae USCuNEe Sens ER CAS ERC HE EEO REPRESS BE ROSE B EEN ee 
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ALABAMA.— Clerical: Thomas O.Summers, W. A. McCarty, M.S. Andrews, 
J. Hamilton, W. Shapard. Lay: R. H. Powell, A. A. Coleman, J. G. 
Motley, T. J. S. Kimbrough, H. A. Stollenwerck...............4. AE crase hoe 

Nortu ALABAMA.—Clerical: Anson West, J. W. Whitten, J. M. Boland, 
J. D. Anthony, W. R. Kirk. Lay: N. T. Lupton, R. A. Hardaway, 
J. H. Johnson, M.K. Taylor ..... 0.0.2. .ccecsecscasetccscsecenrcasssecsseasess cores 

Lovistana.—Clerical: Linus Parker, John Pipes, Alexander E. Goodwyn. 
Lay: W. H. N. Magruder, J. Harvey Brigham.............ssesssseeeeeseeers 

Missrssippi.— Clerical: C. G. Andrews, Harvey F. Johnson, Henderson H. 
Montgomery, William E. M. Linfield, Joshua T. Heard. Lay: James 
E. Jagers, Alonzo G. Mayers, Thos. Christian, J. Harvey Thompson... 

Norru Mississipp1.—Clerical: J. J. Wheat, P. Tuggle, W. P. Barton, T. 
Y. Ramsey, A. C. Allen. Lay: H. W. Foote, O. J. Moore, R. C. 
Olark iw ati: Vomilingomk.ssiss.s-4 seis ten csaeaseseab ses teaseocdsctessceteeetaeece = 

Memruis.—Clerical: T. L. Boswell, S. W. Moore, W. C. Johnson, W. T. 
Harris, John Moss. Lay: Milton Brown, R. J. Morgan, W. H. Arm- 
Strong. BL. borter ce WG Bamle vas cite: sos voseh sues oi asennuscnpeac Ccealesagaeeaa 

TENNESSEE.—Clerical: J. B. McFerrin, J. W. Hanner, sr., A. L. P. Green, 
R. A. Young, Joseph B. West, R. P. Ransom, W. Burr, F. E. Pitts. 
Lay: Watson M. Cooke, Charles G. Smith, T. M. N. Jones, Atha 
Thomas, W. R. Webb, J. M. Sharpe. R. K. Hargrove, clerical reserve, 
substituted A. L. P. Green a part of the session........:sesesseseseeeeseeeeee 

Kentucky.—Clerical: Robert Hiner, Morris Evans, ©. W. Miller, J. W. 
Fitch. Lay: William B. Winslow, J. M. Tipton, J. R. Moss, W. M. 
Leathers. J. R. Beckley, lay reserve, substituted W. M. Leathers a 
PALA GT [EO SOGRIOU 0.05555 enced Sdedadeecd ander op ancansnuodeet Mats xtcan akira 

Lovisv1LLE.— Clerical: Thomas Bottomley, A. H. Redford, George H. Hays, 
Timothy C. Frogge, Edmund W. Sehon. Lay: Willis B. Machen, 
James 8. Lithgow, A. 8. Walker, Robert Browder, John S. Geiger. 
Charles F. Harvey, lay reserve, substituted Willis B. Machen a part of 
IND FSCS SL OU tauaine sat nitoinn'altnaaueic sean elveasenane oswons eau nceseas deine vunae er acemaeeneacaae 
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West Str. Lours—Olerical: G. M. Winton, N. Scarritt, M. M. Pugh,’ J. 
Tillery. Lay: John E. Ryland, J. P. Strother, G. M. Jones, T. P. 
Oca ous cate ees sccicss Coda thebeats on hire aust Mage Saar scent cta Tika Sie Cane ee aro aeds 

Missourt.—Clerical: C. I. Vandeventer, W. M. Rush, J. H. Pritchett, J. 
D. Vincil, H. A. Bourland.. Lay: J. C. Wills, J. L. Davis, A. H. 
Vories,: D. Ke ibriimansJt..aihs ATCOrsGn\. sc<cc sana cchusasaeeccsesabseacseeenate 

Westrern.—Clerical: D. C. O’Howell, A. A. Morrison, Lay: J. H. Brad- 
ford. Thomang Meta le gwen spa. vary cuauz odes cues «ee esxpaah.waatth was deemulepaaseai 

Inpran Misston.—Clerical: John Harrell, J. H. Walker. Lay: G. B. 
Hester, Ji. Me T ROM SON av wute: casas cca assiclses usb ach Wis cide cages ordain 

ARKANSAS,— Clerical: F. M. Paine, I. L. Burrow. Lay: J. H. Mann, W. 


Oa POOM MOR Kuna ccseev ews wnaseneenesacees ga eeren ie miae Ge cep sicbsesanue eters ats <cxp 
Wuite Rryer.—Clerical: G. A. Dannelly, James Mackey. LOS 2 James 
Wickersham.......ccccssece saul cc eumenase ences dasa youuisisitea aaeate sabia aaarencs Rent 


10 


10 


14 


10 


10 


38 


MEMBERS OF THE SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE. 365 


Lirrte Rocx.—Clerical: A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, Cadesman Pope. 


Hey Pls. Ae Lam pert,.O. Ais MGGONSe ssi ccusetcsricenescnotesseScocsesean' vee i) 
Triniry.—Clerical: John H. McLean, Jacob M. Binkley, M. H. Neely. 

LAO su deh CHAT UNY Tt EL OW UD cnwcs cevcabeva cdevsisbensstcwabeneesaepelisgteesers i) 
East TEexas.—Clerical: D. Morse, John Adams. Lay: L. V. Grear, W. 

EMTigiisy UTA GL S..ce ccrate's ac as Sets ae erin Gatp SEG eae meTe Se sere aavigeueaabiid duebasieoawenadtecatns a 
Texas.— Clerical: R. Alexander, I. G. John, H. V. Philpott. Lay: J. H. 

Stone, J. D. Thomas, L. W. Moore............00.e000 Meade Nostecaewemeetee secs 6 


Nortu-werst Texas.—Clerical: Thomas Sanford, Wm. G. Veal, Wm. 
Price, W.G. Connor. Lay: W. A. Fort, E. A. Martin,-B. A. Philpott, 





Shoe. BISHOP i. We eats Se, Be eh ecco ebn eee aos AACR EH ba aoant nate erctaReannan sds 8 
West Tzxas.—Clerical: B. Harris, J. G. Walker... cic ccccccsccceessseeseesessese 2 
Los ANGELES.—Clerical: Abram Adams. Lay: F. E. Adams................. 2 
Paciric.—Clerical: E. K. Miller, George Sim. Lay: J. W. Goad........... 3 
MOnUMBIA—Clerzcals Bie JORWSOW 0. ss Susser seh vacavadeetdastscn-scenhToeeeebene 1 
Iuuinois.— Clerical: M. R. Jones, J. W. Wescott. Lay: 8.8. Spurgin, J. 
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A Mer py ansstaadrcc ane 6 Sogn cn GUDn CoCo CEE BOL OE OE aBuD sohohe cbadeandbads Sandan OanECeane 255 


pie fathaal Jc dian wa 5. ets ne eg 


+ ea em aoa wat ae 7" 


ee ee ol, wk NA 
(fed nhs Ke, BY SE iter tn ts ring 
Ferber @ woe ze eM, sintvaR} sated Lia? 
ns Ap A karate v< a 


oe" i ae me 


Mo a 





JOURNAL 


OF THE 


General Canferenre 


OF THE 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH, 


MAY 1-26, 1874. 


THE Seventh General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, began its session in the Public Library Hall, Louisville, Ky., 
Friday, May 1, 1874. 

All the Bishops were present except Bishop Doggett. 

The session was opened by the singing of Hymn 888, 


Happy the souls to Jesus joined— 


which was given out by Bishop Pierce. Bishop Marvin then led in 
prayer. Bishop Wightman read Psalm xlviii., and Bishop McTyeire 
Romans xii. Bishop Keener then gave out Hymn 625, 


O Thou who camest from above— 


which was sung by the Conference. Jefferson Hamilton then led in 
prayer. 

Bishop Paine, being in the chair, called upon the Secretary of the 
last Conference to call the list of the Annual Conferences, and vouch- 
ers for the delegates elect were furnished. ’ 

The following delegates, being present, responded to their names, 
and took their seats accordingly, to wit: 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Samuel Regester, John S. Mar- 
tin, Samuel Rogers, Alpheus W. Wilson, Nelson Head, J. Hoffman 
Waugh, Wm. G. Coe. Zay: Wm.-R. Denny, T. Jefferson Magruder, 
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Charles Shipley, Wm. Milnes, jr., W. Peyton Conway, George W. 
Washington, Jacob Mohler. 

ViRGINIA CONFERENCE.—C/erical: Peter A. Peterson. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: W. Downtain, T. S. 
Wade. Jay: R.'S. Bickel, 

Hoiston CONFERENCE.—CYerical: R. N. Price, C. Long, E. E. 
Wiley, J.. M.. MeTeer,.-J.. S.. Kennedy. Zay3J.. Wo'Gant, WW. 
Stringfield, John W. Paulett, F. W. Earnest. 

NortH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. Clerical: B. Craven, W. H. Bob- ~ 
bitt, W. S. Black, N. H. D. Wilson, L. S. Burkhead, S. D. Adams. 
Lay: T. M. Jones, F.C. Robbins, T_C. Smith, 

SouTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.— CYerical; A. M. Shipp, F. M. Ken- 
nedy, H. A. C. Walker, W. H. Fleming, J. W. Kelly, S. H. Browne. 
Lay: 8. Bobo, J. H. Kinsler, A. A. Gilbert, S. A. Nelson, F. A. Connor. 

NortH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. G. Haygood, W. H. 
Potter, J. E. Evans, W. F. Cook. , Zay: Li-D, Palmer, C. P. Craw- 
ford, G. M. Nolan, J. B. Hunnicutt, T. M. Meriwether. 

SouTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Lovick Pierce, J. S. Key, 
J. W. Hinton, Samuel Anthony, J. O. A. Clark. Zay: B. M. Overby, 
W. 4H. Ellison, R. W. Lovett. , 

FLORIDA CONFERENCE. — Clerical: S. Woodbery, T. W. Moore. 
Lay: J. F. White, T. W. Carter. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE. — Clerical: Thomas O. Summers, W. A. 
McCarty, M. S. Andrews, J. Hamilton, W. Shapard. ay: J. G. 
Motley. 

NorTH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.— Clerica/: Anson West, J. W. Whit- 
ten, J. M. Boland, J. D. Anthony, W. R. Kirk. Zay: N. T. Lupton, 
R. A. Hardaway, M. K. Taylor. 

LovuisIANA CONFERENCE.—CYerica/; Linus Parker, John Pipes. 

MississIpPI CONFERENCE. — Clerical: H. H. Montgomery, J. T. 
Heard. Zay: Thomas Christian. 

NortH Mississipp1 CONFERENCE.— C/Zerical: P. Tuggle, W. P. Bar- 
ton, T. Y. Ramsey, A. C. Allen. Zay: O. J. Moore, W. E. Tom- 
linson, 

MEMPHIS CONFERENCE.— Clerical: T. L. Boswell, S. W. Moore, W. 
C. Johnson, W. T. Harris, John Moss. JZay; Milton Brown, W. H. 
Armstrong. 

‘TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. B. McFerrin, J. W. Hanner, 
sr., A. L. P, Green, R. A. Young, Joseph B. West, R. P. Ransom, 
W. Burr, F. E, Pitts. Zay: T. M. N. Jones, J. M. Sharpe. 

KEenTUCKy CONFERENCE.—C/erica/: R, Hiner, M. Evans, C. W. 
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Miller, J. W. Fitch. Zay-:, W. B. Winslow, J. R. Moss, J. R. Beck- 
ley, Reserve in place of W. M. Leathers. 

LOUISVILLE CONFERENCE. — Clerical: Thomas Bottomley, A. H 
Redford, G. H. Hayes, Timothy C. Frogge, Edmund W. Sehon. 
Lay: James S. Lithgow, A. S. Walker, Robert Browder, John S. 
Geiger, Charles F. Harvey, Reserve in place of Willis B. Machen. 

Sr. Louis CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. T. Scruggs, W. M. Leftwich. 
Lay: Trusten Polk, N. Handy, Reservé in place of J. C. Moore. 

West St. Louis CONFERENCE.— Clerical: G. M. Winton, N. Scar- 
ritt, M. M. Pugh, J. Tillery. Zay-: John E. Ryland, G. M. Jones, 
T. P. Cobb. 

Missour!t CONFERENCE.—CYerica/: C. I. Vandeventer, W. M. Rush, 
J. H. Pritchett, J. D. Vincil, H. A. Bourland: Zay: J. C: Wills; J. 
L. Davis, D. K, Pittman. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE.— Clerical: D. C. O’ Howell, A. A. Mor- 
rison. Lay: J. H. Bradford, T. Metcalf. 

Inpian Mission CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. Harrell, J. H. Walker. 
Lay: G. B. Hester, J. F. Thompson. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—C/Zerical: F. M. Paine, IJ. L. Burrow. 
Lay: J. H. Mann. 

WuitE River CONFERENCE. — Clerical: G. A. Dannelly, James 
Mackey. JZay: James Wickersham. 

LitvTLe Rock CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. Hunter, A. R.‘ Winfield, 
Cadesman Pope. Lay: S. M. McGehee. 

TRINITY CONFERENCE.—CVerical: John H. McLean, J. ig Binkley, 
M. H. Neely. Lay: W. J. Clark, W. Howeth. 

East Texas CONFERENCE,—C/erica/: D. Morse, J. Adams. Lay: 
W. M. Shumatte, Reserve in place of J. H. Reagan. 

Texas CONFERENCE.—C/lerica/: R. Alexander, I. G. John, H. V. 
Philpott. Zay-: J. H. Stone. 

NorTH-WEst TEXAS CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Thomas Stanford, W. 
G. Veal, Wm. Price, W. G. Connor. Lay: W. A. Fort, E. A. Mar- 
tin, B. A. Philpott, J. H. Bishop. 

Wesr VEexas CONFERENCE.—CVerical; Buckner Harris, James G. 
Walker. 

Los ANGELES CONFERENCE.— Clerical; Abram Adams. Lay: F. 
E. Adams. 

Paciric CONFERENCE.—C/Zerical: E. K. Miller, George Sim. 

CoLumMBIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: B. R. Johnson. 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE.—CYerical: M. R. Jones. Lay: 5. Spurgin, 
J. M. A. Drake. 
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. There were 194 members present, constituting more than a quorum 

On motion of A. L. P. Green, Thomas O. Summers, of the Alabama 
Conference, was chosen Secretary, who nominated John S. Martin, of 
the Baltimore Conference, A. G. Maygood, of the North Georgia 
Conference, F. M. Kennedy, of the South Carolina Conference, as 
Assistant Secretaries. J. S. Martin declined; the others were elected. 

E. W. Sehon, on behalf of the Methodist Churches in Louisville, 
tendered the use of Library Hall to the Conference during the present 
session. He also stated that postal arrangements and telegraph facili- 
ties were in the hall, with paper, stationery, and all other conveniences 
for the Conference; extending to the members a hearty welcome to 
the hearts and homes of the citizens—all of which was gratefully 
recognized by the Conference. 

On motion of E. W. Sehon, the hour of meeting was fixed at 9 
A.M., and the hour of adjournment at 12:30 P.M. 

On motion of W. M. Leftwich, a special committee of three was 
appointed to report to-morrow, on the Rules of Order. The Chair 
appointed P. A. Peterson, W. M. Leftwich, J. Hamilton, on said 
committee. 

On motion of A. L. P. Green, the Presiding Elder and preachers 
of the Louisville District were appointed a Committee on Public 
Worship. 

J. Hamilton moved that the following Standing Committees, to 
consist of one member from each Annual Conference, each delegation 
to appoint its own members on said committees, be ordered: 


. On Episcopacy. 5. On Missions. 


I 

2. On Itinerancy.’ 6. On Revisal. 

3. On Books and Periodicals. 7. On Sunday-schools. 
4. On Boundaries. 8. On Education. 


g. On Finance. 


N. H. D. Wilson moved to amend, by appointing two members to 
each committee, leaving the delegations to make their own selections, 
whether lay or clerical. 

On motion of A. A. Gilbert, the amendment was laid on the table ; 
and the original motion was carried. 

On motion of the Secretary, 

Resolved, ‘That a Committee on Introductions be appointed by the 
Chair, to be constituted of two ministers and one layman, whose duty 
it shall be to attend to the introduction of visitors to the Conference. 
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. The Chair appointed J. A. Duncan, J. E. Evans, and S. Bobo, on 
said committee. . 

On motion of W. M. Rush, the Conference adjourned, with the 
benediction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 2, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

L. M. Lee conducted divine service, by reading a part of Gal. vi., 
singing Hymn 209, 

Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire— 
and offering prayer. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

Bishop Doggett appeared in the Conference room, and took his seat 
on the platform. 

The following delegates, who were not present yesterday, responded 
to their names, and took their seats, to wit: 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Leroy M. Lee, John E. Edwards, 
Lemuel S. Reed, John C. Granbery. Zay: F. H. Smith, Richard 
Pollard, Wm. Grant. 

Hotston CONFERENCE.— Clerical: W. G. E. Cunnyngham. ay: 
R. W. Jones, A. W. Boyd, Reserve in place of H. S. Bowen. 

NortH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—Lay: E. J. Lilly, John W. Hays. 

NorTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: H. J. Adams, L. J. Davies, 
Reserve in place of Jesse Boring, Wm. J. Scott, Reserve in place of 
E..W. Speer... Zay >J..M.. Beall. 

SouTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—ZLay: James Jackson. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Lay: Richard H. Powell. 

NorTH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Lay: Joseph H. Johnson. 

Louisiana CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Alexander E. Goodwyn. 

MissIssIpPI CONFERENCE.— Clerical; C. G. Andrews, H. F. John- 
son, W. E. M. Linfield. Zay: James E. Jagers. 

NortH MississippP1 CONFERENCE.—CYerical: John J. Wheat. Lay: 
H. W. Foote, Richard C. €lark. 

MeEmpPHiIs CONFERENCE.—Lay; R, J. Morgan, H. C. Bailey, Reserve 
in place of A. R. Boon. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—Lay ; Charles G. Smith. 

MissouRI CONFERENCE.—Lay: Rufus E. Anderson. 

LitTLE Rock CoNnFERENCE.—Lay: J. L. de Yampert. 

Paciric CONFERENCE.—Lay: J. W. Goad. 
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Pp. A. Peterson, from the Special Committee on Rules of Order, 
presented the report of said committee, which was read. 

A motion of N. H. D. Wilson, to change the notation of the rules, 
did not prevail. : 

The report of the committee was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RULES OF ORDER. 


The Committee appointed to report Rules of Order for the govern- 
ment of this General Conference, beg leave to recommend the adoption 
of the Rules of Order of the General Conference of 1870, as printed 
in Bishop McTyeire’s AZanual of the Discipline, with the change of the 
time of adjournment, as already made by order of the Conference, 
and with the following additional rules, to be numbered 6 and 7, 
respectively : 

6. A member presenting any petition, memorial, or other paper 
which should go to a standing committee, shall name the committee 
to which he would have it referred, and if there be no objection, it 
shall be so referred without a vote. 

7. Committees recommending changes of the Discipline, shall recite 
not only the page, chapter, and section proposed to be amended, but 
also the paragraph as amended. P. A. PETERSON, 

W. M. LEFrwicu, 


Jerr. HaMILTon. 
Louisville, Ky., May 2, 1874. 


The Rules, as amended, are as follows; 


RULES OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1874. 


1. The Conference shall meet at nine o’clock a.M., and adjourn at 
half-past twelve P.m., but may alter the times of meeting and adjourn- 
ment at their discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to which 
the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be opened by 
reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and, on the appearance 
of a quorum, shall have the journals of the preceding day read and 
approved, when the business of the Conference shall proceed in the 
following order, viz.: r 

(1) Reports of the standing committees. 

(2) Reports of the select committees. 

(3) Petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the Conference; but in case of such appeal, the question 
shall be taken without debate. 
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4. He shall appoint all committees, not otherwise specially ordered 
by the Conference; but any member may decline serving on more 
than one committee at the same time. 

5. All motions and resolutions introduced by any member shall be 
reduced to writing, if the President, Secretary, or any two members 
request it. 

6. A member presenting any petition, memorial, or other paper 
which should go to a standing committee, shall name the committee 
to which he would have it referred, and if there be no objection, it 
shall be so referred without a vote. 

. Committees recommending changes of the Discipline shall recite 
pol Sri the page, chapter, and section proposed to be amended, but 
also the paragraph as amended. 

8. When a motion or resolution is made and seconded, or a report 
presented, and is read by the Secretary, or stated by the President, it 
shall be deemed in possession of the Conference; but any motion or 
resolution may be withdrawn by the mover at any time before decision 
or amendment. 

g. No new motion or resolution shail be.made until the one under 
consideration is disposed of, which may be done by adoption or 
rejection, unless one of the following motiot-s should intervene, which 
motions shall have precedence in the order in which they are placed, 
viz.: Indefinite postponement, laying on the table, reference to a 
committee, postponement to a given time, amendment or a substitute: 
provided that a motion to lay on the table shall be put without debate. 

10. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by the 
President, to call him to order when he departs from the question, or 
uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may call, 
the attention of the President to the subject when he deems a speaker’ 
out of order, and any member may explain if he thinks himself mis- 
represented. 

tr. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, he shall rise from his seat and respect- 
fully address himself to the President. 

12. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the Con- 
ference; nor shall any person speak more than once until every. mem- 
ber choosing to speak shall have spoken. — 

13. When any motion or resolution shall have passed, it shall be in 
order for any member who voted in the majority to move for.a recon- 
sideration. 
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14. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he be sick or unable to attend. 

1s. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is not 
within the bar at the time when such,question is put by the President, 
except by Jeave of the Conference, when such member has been | 
necessarily absent. : 

16. Every member who shall be within the bar at the time the ques- 
tion is put shall give his vote unless the Conference, for special reasons, 
excuse him. : . 

17. No resolution altering er rescinding any rule of discipline shall 
be adopted until’ it shall have been at least one day in the possession 
of the Conference. : 

18. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 3 

19. Whenever a member shall move that ‘‘the question shall now 
be put,’’ the vote on such motion shall be taken without debate; and 
if two-thirds of the members voting shall sustain the call, the President 
shall put the question then pending, and the vote shall be taken 
immediately, without debate; and if the pending question shall be an 
amendment or a substitute, and shall be rejected, the President shall 
then put the main question, and the vote shall be taken on that, with- 
out debate. 

The following resolution was then presented, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That whenever a change in the Discipline shall be pro- 
posed, the section, chapter, or paragraph in which it occurs, and also 
the proposed change, shall be printed in the Daily Advocate. 

P. A. PETERSON, 
Jerr. HAMILTON. 


The following resolution was then presented, read, and not adopted: 
Resolved, That any member presenting a resolution, which has been 
seconded, calling for the action of the Conference, shall be allowed 
time to present his reasons for invoking such action: provided he shall 
not occupy more than five minutes, unless the time is extended by the 
Conference. F. W. Earnest, 
L. M. Lee. 


J. D. Vincil, of the Missouri Conference, was nominated by the 
Secretary, as Assistant Secretary, and the nomination was confirmed. 

The members of the Standing Committees were then reported by 
the several delegations. (See pages 380, 3°17.) 
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Bishop Paine then presented the Address of the British Conference 
to this General Conference, with an accompanying letter of the 
Secretary of the British Conference, which was read, and, on motion 
of L. M. Lee, was referred to a special committee of seven. 

The Bishop announced the following as members of said committee: 
J.» Hamilton,, Ay M.-Shipp, J. C.> Wills, “A. Hunter, L.«M. Lee, 
Trusten Polk, James Jackson. 

The Address and accompanying Letter are as follows: 

- 13 LeicH RoAbD, HicHBURY PARK, ) 
N. Lonpon, April 11, 1874. 

My Dear Sir:—I have great pleasure in sending to you the accom- 
panying Address of our last Conference. 

I hope and pray that your Conference may be distinguished by much 
of the Divine blessing. 

I should be glad of a line to assure me of the safe arrival of the 
Address. 

With much Christian regard, my dear sir, Yours truly, 

GERVASE SMITH. 


The Rev. Dr. Paine, or Senior Bishop in attendance at the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


ADDRESS 


Of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of Great Britain to the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN :—Having learned that your General 
Conference is to meet’ before our next Annual Assembly, we have 
resolved to address you our fraternal greetings. 

In so doing wecannot overlook the fact that somany years have elapsed 
since the commencement of your separate existence as a Church with- 
out our having sought intercommunion with you. The causes existing 
at the time, from which this arose, have now passed away. As to the 
institution of slavery, in general, and in particular as to the forms in 
which it formerly existed in our own colonies, and in your country, 
our opinions remain the same as they ever were, and as they have often 
been deliberately expressed. ‘This fact makes us deeply grateful that 
at length in your country; as in our own empire, the evil has been en- 
tirely, and as we devoutly trust, finally, done away., It is to us-a cause 
of thankfulness that nothing exists to prevent official intercourse 
between your General Conference and our own. And we pray that 
both Churches, and both countries, may be firmly united, within 
themselves by concord, and to one another by amity. 
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We believe that you with us firmly hold the great Christian truths, 
which we have both received in common, and that you are striving to 
spread living religion among your own people. For ourselves, we 
trust that we have not ceased to ‘‘hold fast the form of sound words”’ 
which has been handed down to us. In the presence of a subtle 
skepticism on the one hand, and, of an increasingly audacious sacer- 
dotalism.on the other, it is our duty, and we trust, it is our endeavor, 
to ‘‘earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.”’ 
Our country is being blessed at this time with unwonted visitations of 
the Divine Spirit; slumbering Churches have been aroused; apathy 
has been rebuked; and we live in expectation of yet better days. 

We are thankful to be able to report to you that our own Churches 
are in a state of general tranquillity, and are not without signs of 
spiritual prosperity. The number of members meeting in class has 
not increased rapidly during the last few years, and the almost 
stationary character of the returns has been to us a cause of anxiety. 

On the other hand, our congregations and schools have been steadily 
increasing; the amount of money raised for the purpose of erecting 
new and more commodious places of worship, has been beyond all 
former precedent; home missions and day school education have also 
been extended, and the cause of Foreign Missions receives increasing 
support. Our three Theological Colleges are filled with a fairly adequate 
supply of approved candidates for the ministry; our colleges for the 
training of school-masters and mistresses, and our other connectional 
educational institutions, yield us upon the whole great satisfaction. 
Beyond these islands the work has spread with a rapidity commensurate 
with the growth of the British Colonies. Since we last communicated 
with you, an affiliated Conference has been formed in Australia, which 
is now carrying forward evangelical work, with vigor and success in 
that Continent, and in various groups of Islands in Polynesia; a Con- 
ference has been formed in France and Switzerland; while by a friendly 
arrangement just concluded, the Canada Conference, hitherto affiliated 
to our own, has become financially and ecclesiastically independent. 

For the present we find it best to continue together as one Confer- 
ence in Great Britain. The last returns showed that there were 
(without including Ireland, but including foreign missions), 1,744 
ordained ministers, and 314 probationers, in connection with the 
British Conference, and 422,171 Church-members, besides 28,228 on 
trial for membership. The other Methodist bodies in England are, 
in proportion to the parent body, much more considerable than is the 
case in your country. With these, although we do not see our way to 
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organized union, our relations are of an increasingly friendly character ; 
indeed, toward all who hold the Head, even Christ, it is our desire, as we 
are persuaded it is yours, to manifest always the kind and catholic 
spirit of primitive Methodism. Our enemies are not our Christian 
brethren, but sin and the powers of darkness. 

And now, beloved and honored brethren, we beg that you will 
accept this our salutation in the Lord. We pray that the great 
Master may be present with you throughout the session of your Gene- 
ral Conference; that your Churches may be blessed with increase of 
holiness, and enlarged through the conversion of multitudes of sinners ; 
that the children of your people may follow in the steps of their godly’ 
fathers; that a succession of faithful men may continue to be raised 
up among you, who shall not ‘‘cease to teach and preach Christ.’’ 
We shall rejoice to hear of your welfare, and to receive, either by 
deputation or otherwise, information as to your affairs. 

Signed, on behalf, and by order of the Conference. 


. GEoRGE T. Perks, President. 
GERVASE SMITH, Secretary. 


A communication from J. W. Lambuth, Missionary to China, was 
read and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That a Committee on the Bible Cause, and one on the 
subject of Temperance, be added to the Standing Committees of this 
Conference, to be constituted in the same manner as the other Stand- 
ing Committees of the Conference. J. E. Evans, 

C. P. CRawForD. 


An invitation was extended to the Conference to visit the Masonic 
Widows’ and Orphans’ Home. On motion of P. A. Peterson, thanks 
were tendered the directors. 

The Book Agent presented his Quadrennial Exhibit, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

The Report of the Book Committee was presented, read, and 
referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

The Secretary of the Board of Missions presented his Report, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

On motion of W. M. Rush,.L. M. Lee was appointed on the Com- 
mittee on Introductions, in place of J. A. Duncan, who had not 
arrived. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishov. 


J 
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Monday Morning, May 4, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by J. B. McFerrin. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

The following delegates appeared and took their seats: 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: W. W. Bennett. Lay: Joseph 
E. Brodwater. : 

Louisiana CONFERENCE.—Lay: J. Harvey Brigham. 

‘Texas ConrERENCE.—Zay: James D. Thomas. — 

The following changes were made in the Standing Committees: 

Louisiana CONFERENCE.—J. H. Brighani on the Committee on 
Education in place of A. E. Goodwyn. 

MissourI CONFERENCE.—R. E. Anderson in place of D. K. Pitt- 
man on the Committee on Boundaries; and D. K. Pittman in place 
of R. E. Anderson on the Committee on Finance. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—F. M. Paine in place of J. H. Mann on 
the Committee on Itinerancy; and J. H. Mann in piace of F. M. 
Faine on the Committee on Finance. 

LirtLe Rock CoNFERENCE.—J. L. de Yampert in place of W. T. 
Crouch on the Committee on Sunday-schools; and W. T. Crouch in 
place of J. L. de Yampert on the Committee on Education. 

WuitE RIVER CONFERENCE.—James Mackey in place of James H. 
Wickersham on the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

Texas CONFERENCE.—R. Alexander in place of H. V. Philpott on 
the Committee on Boundaries; and J. D. Thomas in place of L. W. 
Moore on the Committee on Finance. 





On motion of A. H. Redford, the bar was fixed at the outer edge 
of the fourth window. 

An invitation from Dr. J. R. Buchanan, to attend a Lecture. on 
Education. to-night, in this hall, was received and read, and, on 
“inmotion of E. W. Sehon, was accepted. 

The following communication was presented by Bishop Paine, and 
read: 


MAyor’s OFFICE, LOUISVILLE, Ky., May 4, 1874. 
To the Presiding Officer of the General Conference; 
REVEREND Sir:—TIt affords me much pleasure to transmit herewith 
a certified copy of a resolution unanimously adopted by the Honorable 


> 
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General Council, tendering the freedom of the city to the Delegates 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

While conferring a privilege, where a right already exists, may, be 
considered by some as a most empty compliment, this action of the 
Council is intended as an evidence of the honor and pride shared in 
alike by all of our citizens, that Louisville should have been selected 
as the place where so large and influential a convention should meet 
upon a question so all-important as.the advancement of religion. 
Devoutly trusting that the labors of the Conference may be most 
thoroughly and successfully accomplished, and with best wishes for the 
spiritual and worldly prosperity of each and every delegate, 

Iam, Reverend Sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Cuares D. Jacos, Mayor. 


Resolved, By the General Council of the City of Louisville, that in 
accordance with the recommendations in the message of His Honor, 
the Mayor, of this date, calling the attention of the General Council 
to the fact that there will assemble in our city one of the largest, most 
influential, and intelligent bodies of men that have honored Louisville 
with their presence—ministers of the gospel, statesmen, lawyers, 
doctors, merchants, etc.—the freedom of the city is hereby granted to 
the members of said assembly; and that His Honor, the Mayor, be 
requested to communicate the same to said body. 

Approved May 1, 1874, by 
CHARLES D. Jacos, Mayor. 


"Attest copy: J. M. Womack, Clerk. 


On motion of A. L. P. Green, the courtesy thus handsomely eX- 
tended to this General Conference, was accepted, by a rising vote— 
the communication was orderted to be printed in the Daily Christian 
Advocate; and the Secretary was instructed to respond to the same. 

Bishop Paine presented a communication respecting the claims of 
the Publishing House on the United States Government, which, on 
motion of J. B. McFerrin, was referred to aselect committee of seven. 
The Chair announced the following as meml bel® of said committee: 
James Jackson, Thomas Christian, W. D. Winslow, W. Milnes, jr., 
B. Craven, R. Browder, W. M. Rush. 

The Conferences were then called, and the members of the Com- 
mittees on Temperance and on the Bible Cause were announced; also 
the names of the Chairmen of the standing committees, as follows, in 
the corrected table: 
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Baltimore, 
Virginia, 
Western Virginia, 
Holston, 
North Carolina, 
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South Georgia, 
Florida, 
Alabama, 
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Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 
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Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Louisville, 
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S. Regester, 

du. M. Lee, 

T. S. Wade, 

E. E. Wiley, 
B. Craven, 

W. H. Fleming, 
J. K. Evans, 

J. 8. Key, 

S. Woodbery, 
J. Hamilton, 
A. West, 
John Pipes, 
J. I’. Heard, 

W. P. Barton, 
T. L. Boswell, 
. A. Young, 

. Hiner, 

. H. Redford, 

EOE, 

. Searritt, 

J. Vandeventer, 
. A. Morrison, 
Harrell, 

L. Burrow, 

. A. Dannelly, 
- Hunter, 

M. Binkley, 
. Morse, 

. Alexander, 

. Stanford, 

. Harris, 

. Adams, 

. K. Miller, 

. R. Johnson, 

W. Wescott, 
. M. Lee. 
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J.S. Martin, 
John E. Edwards, 
W. Downtain, 


C, Long, 

N. H. D. Wilson, 
S$. Bobo, 

W. F. Cook, 

J. O. A. Clark, 
T. W. Moore, 
W. A. McCarty, 
J. M. Boland, 
L. Parker, 

C. G. Andrews, . 
A.C. Allen, 
W.'T. Harris, 
R. P. Ransom, 
M. Evans, 

T. Bottomley, 
A. T. Seruges, 
G. M. Winton, 
J. D. Vineil, 

D. C. O’ Howell, 
J. G. Walker, 
F. M. Paine, 

J. Wickersham, 
C. Pope, 

M. H. Neely, 


F. E. Adams, 
George Sim, 
B. R. Johnson, 
5. 5. Spurgin, 
J. E. Edwards. 


W. P. Conway, 

L. 8. Reed, 

yy. S. Wade, 

W. W. Stringfield, 
Ss. D. Adams, 

S. H. Browne, 

H. J. Adams, 

8. Anthony, 

T. W. Carter, 

A. A. Coleman, 





J. D. Anthony, 
John Pipes, 

J. H.'Thompson, 
R. C. Clark, 
John Moss, 

T. M. N. Jones, 
J. W. Fitch, 

Tl. C. Frogge, 


| W. M. Leftwieh, 


J. Tillery, 

R. E. Anderson, 
A. A. Morrisen, 
J. F. Thompson, 
J. H. Mann, 
James Mackey, 
A. Hunter, 

J. H. McLean, 
D. Morse, 

R. Alexander, 

. A. Philpott, 
G. Walker, 

. E. Adams, 
eorge Sim, 

B. R. Johnson, 
. M. A. Drake, 
. Alexander. 
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C. Shipley, 
D’Arey. Paul, 

R. 8. Bickle, 
W.G. E. Cunnyngham, 
L. 8. Burkhead, 
J. W. Kelly, 

W. H. Potter, 

R. W. Lovett, 

8. Woodbery, 
M.S. Andrews, 
W. R. Kirk, 

A. E. Goodwyn, 
A.G. Mayers, 

W. E. Tomlinson, 
John Moss, 

F. E. Pitts, 

J. R. Beekley, 

E. W. Sehon, 

N. Handy, 

G. M. Jones, 

J. iH. Pritchett, 
Thomag Metealfe, 
J. Harrell, 

J. H. Mann, 

G. A. Dannelly, 
A. R. Winfield, 
William Howeth, 
L. V. Greer, 

1. G. John, 

E. A. Martin, 

J. G. Wallyer, 

A. Adams, 

E. K. Miller, 

B. R. Johnson, 
M. R. Jones, 
W.G. E. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


T. J. Magruder, 
William Grant, 
R.S. Bickle, 

F. W. Earnest, 

T. C. Smith, 

S$. A. Nelson, 
George M. Nolan, 
B. M. Overby, 

T. W. Carter, 

J. G. Motley, 

M. K. Taylor, 

L. Parker, 

Thomas Christian, 
H. W. Foote, 

W. H. Armstrong, 
C. G. Smith, 

J. R. Moss, 

Robert Browder, 

N. Handy, . 

John EB. Ryland, 

J. L. Davis, 
Thomas Metealfe, 
G. B. Hester, 

}. L. Burrow, 
James Wickersham, 
J. lL. de Yampert, 
M. H. Neely, 
L. V. Greer, 
J. D. Thomas, 
W. G. Connor, 
J. G. Walker, 
F. E. Adams, 
J. W. Goad, 
B. R. Johnson, 
8. 5S. Spurgin, 


iT J. Maernder. 


‘ EDUCATION. 
N. Head, 

F. H. Smith, 

T. S. Wade, 

J. 8. Kennedy, 
T. M. Jones, 
A.M. Shipp, 

J. B. Hunnieutt, 
J.O A. Clark, 
T. W. Moore, 

R. H. Powell, 

N. ‘I’. Lupton, 

J. H. Brigham, 
H. F. Johnson, 
J.J. Wheat, 

R. J. Morgan, 

J. B. West, 

W. M. Leathers, 
J.S. Geiger, 

T. Polk, 

N. Searritt, 

| J.C. Wills, 

J. H. Bradford, 
J. ¥. Thompson, 
I. L. Burrow, 
Jas. Wickersham, 
J. L. de Yampert, 
J. H. MeLean, 
John Adams, 

J. A. Stone, 

J. H. Bishop, 

B. Harris, 


B.R. Johnson, 
J. M.A. Drake, 








Trusten Polk. 
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Baltimore, W. G. Coe, S. Rodgers, W. Milnes, 

Virginia, W. W. Bennett, P. A. Peterson, R. Pollard, 


Western Vir ginia, 
Holston, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
North Georgia, 
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Florida, 
Alabama, 

North Alabama, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 
North Mississippi, 
Memphis, 
‘Tennessee, 
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West St. Louis, 
Missouri, 
Western, 
Indian Mission, 
Arkansas, 
White River, 
Little Rock, 
Trinity, 

East Texas, 
Texas, 
North-west Texas, 
West ‘Texas, 
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Pacifie, 
Columbia, 
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R. 8. Bickel, 

R. N. Price, 

W.S. Black, 

J. H. Kinsler, 

W. J; Seott, 

W. H. Ellison, 

7 F, White, 

T. S. Kimbrough, 
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E. Goodwyn, 

H. Montgomery, 
Tuggle, 

W.C. “Johnson, 

A. L. P. Green, 

C. W- Miller, 
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I. L. Burrow, 
James Mackey, 
C. Pope, 

W. J. Clark, 
W. M: Shumatte, 
I. G. John, 

W. G. Veal, 

B. Harris, 

A, Adams, 

J. W. Goad, 

B. R. Johnson, 
J. M.A. Drake, 





W. Downtain, 

J. Me'Teer, 

W. H. Bobbitt, 
Hy A. GC. Walker, 
L. D. Palmer, 
J. W. Hinton, 

T. W. Moore, 

W. Shapard, 

J. W. Whilten, 
John Pipes, 

W. E. M. Linfield, 
T. Y. Ramsey, 
S. W. Moore, 
John W. Hanner, 
C. W. Miller, 

G. H. Hayes, 

A. T. Scruggs, 
M. M. Pugh, 

H. A.. Bourland, 
D. ©. O’ Howell, 
G. B. Hester, 

F. M. Paine, 

G. A. Dannelly, 
A: RB. Winfield, 
J. M. Binkley, 
John Adams, 

H. V. Philpott, 
W.G. Veal, 

B. Harris, 

A. Adams, 
George Sim, 

Bb. R. Johnson, 
M. R. Jones, 
John W. Hanner. 
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‘T. P. Cobb, 

D. K. Pittman, 
D. C. O’ Howell, 
G. B. Hester, 
H. Mann, 

. A. Dannelly, 
Ss. M. McGehee, 
W. J. Clark, 

W. M. Shumatte, ; 
J. D. Thomas, 
W. A. Fort, 

B. Harris, 

F. E. Adams, 
E. K. Miller, 

B. R. Johnson, 
J. W. Wescott, 
Milton Brown. 
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TEMPERANCE. 


G. W. Washington, 
J. E. Brodwater, 
R. 8, Bickel, 

J. W. Paulette, 
E. J. Lilly, 

F. A. Connor, 

C. P. Crawford, 
James Jackson, 
T. W. Carter, 
W. A. McCarty, 
J. D. Anthony, 
John Pipes, 

H. F. Johnson, 
J. J. Wheat, 

S. W. Movore, 

J. Bs McFerrin, 


1 W. Ae Winslow, 


A. Walker, 
W. on Leftwich, 
M. M. Pugh, 

J. ly Davis, 

J. H. Bradford, 
J. H. Walker, 
I. L. Burrow, 
G. A. Dannelly, 
S. M, McGehee, 
M. H. Neely, 
L. V: Greer, 

J. H. Stone, 

W. Price, 

B. Harris, 

F. E. Adams, 
George Sim, 

B, R. Johnson, 
8.8. Spurgin, 
J.B, MeFerrin. 








BIBLE CAUSE. 


W. P. Denny, 
J.C. Granbery, 
W. Downtain, 

R. W. Jones, 

J. A. W. Hays, 

A. E. Williams, 
J. M. Beall, 
Lovielk Pierce, 
J. F. White, 

R. H. Powell, 

J, W. Whitten, 
W. H. Foster,” 
J. L, Heard, 

H. W. Foote, 
H.C. Bailey, 
William Burr, 

R. Hiner, 

John 8. Geiger, ‘ 
A. T. Scruggs, 
G. M. Winton, 

A. Vories, 

A. A. Morrison, ° 
J. Harrell, 

F. M. Paine, 
James Mackey, 
W. T. Crouch, 
William Howeth, 
W. M. Shumatte, 
J. D. Thomas, 
W. G. Connor, 

J. G. Walker, 

A. Adams, 

E. K. Miller, 

B. R. Johnson, 
J.,W. Wescott, 
R. Hiner, 





* W. H. Foster was not in attendance, and no one was put in his place. 
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The following resolution was offered, read, and not adopted: 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair, to 
whom shall be referred all proposals of change in the Ritual of the 
Church. : . HV. Priveors; 
J. D. THomas. 


The Address of the Bishops was then read by Bishop Pierce, as 
follows: 
ADDRESS ‘OF THE BISHOPS. 


BELOVED BRETHREN :—With cordial affection we greet you in the 
name of the great Head of the Church, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We have completed another quadrennial term of our Church-history. 
With devout thanksgiving to God, we report great tranquillity in all 
our borders. Peace reigns—not the peace of stagnation, indifference, 
and moral death, but of unity, contentment, and brotherly love. 
While the world is all astir with advancing thought, great enterprises, 
and momentous events, social, political, and ecclesiastical, our preach- 
ers abide steadfast in Wesleyan theology, and our people give to the 
truth a reverent welcome. There is no agitation as to doctrine or to 
discipline, to disturb the quiet of our Zion. This state of things is 
largely due to the broad liberality of our system, giving full range to 
thought and expression, and thus removing the provocation to dissent 
and resistance by the consciousness of a recognized freedom. Accept- 
ing with hearty faith and strong affection the peculiar and distinctive 
principles and methods of our economy, the only question now under 
discussion among us is, How to give them the greatest efficiency and 
- secure the largest and best results. ‘To you, the delegates of the Con- 
ferences and the people, the whole Church looks for the wisdom which 
shall elaborate and embody in appropriate legislation all the changes 
needful for the consummation of her wishes and her hopes. 

Realizing, as doubtless you do, your responsibilities, we trust that 
you will address yourselves to the work before you, by invoking that 
inspiration of the Almighty which giveth understanding, and cherish 
alike the feeling of dependence and the spirit of devotion. The work 
to be done is of vital importance at the present juncture, but the points 
are definite and few in number. Informed as you are with regard to 
the wants of the Church and the views of our membership, a little 
calm thought—the interchange of ideas—mutual consultation and dis- 
cussion, will lead to sound and safe conclusions. But, brethren, while 
deliberate and pains-taking, strive to economize time. The Church 
must needs suffer by the absence of her pastors. The longer the time, 
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the greater the damage. The revival spirit is abroad. God is visit- 
ing the Churches. Jesus is passing by. ‘The opportunity ought not 
to be lost. Be prompt. Have a mind to work. Stick to the main’ 
points—the living issues. Let us all return as early as may be, to 
reap the fields now ripening for the sickle of the husbandmen. 

We beg to suggest a few things which demand your earnest, careful 
attention. First of all we mention our Missionary organization. The 
Parent Board and the Secretary will’ report to you the operations of 
the last four years. One or both will likely recommend material 
changes, suggested by the practical working of the present plan. Of 
the propriety of these changes and the reasons assigned for them, we 
leave you to judge. We will not attempt to bias or forestall your 
action by an official opinion. It is enough for us to invoke a careful 
review of the whole subject, both as to duty and policy. - We deem it 
proper to say, however, that the resolutions of the Board at their last 
annual meeting, proposing to ask at your hands radical changes in the 
Missionary Constitution, have been strongly disapproved in several of 
the Conferences, and the discussion here will probably turn upon some 
modification of the present plan, or the readjustment of this great 
question on a new basis. 

The working and results of our MasiOnatyo organization do not, in 
our judgment, meet the demand of our times or the responsibility that 
rests upon us asa Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. We refer espe- 
cially to foreign fields. Whether this be due to the plans adopted or 
to the manner in which they have been carried out, we respectfully 
refer to your consideration. 

The spirit of missions is vital to the very existence of the Chieeeti: 
It may live as an organization, by force of numbers, money, and 
social influences, but cannot be a fruitful branch of the living Vine, 
unless the sap of missionary life circulates through it, maintaining 
heaith and vigor, and making it the medium of extension to others. 
Our people are not deficient in any discouraging sense of right views 
and feelings on this subject, but our methods have never commanded 
their entire confidence and approval. The point of friction and of 
weakness lies in the comparative claims of the domestic and foreign 
work. While slavery existed we had a factor which solved the diffi- 
culty, and- the work at home harmonized in the spirit of it and the 
necessity of the case, with the work abroad. Now that the colored 
people have church-organizations of their own, and are provided with 
the gospel, the’ domestic work has largely lost its missionary feature, 
‘and the combination of it with the foreign has absorbed into the 
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former much of the interest which belongs more legitimately to the 
latter. 

There 7s much to be done at home in occupying waste places—sup- 
plementing the scant resources of sparsespopulations, and carrying the 
gospel to the neglected poor of our large cities; but as providing for 
the dependents of our own households does not exonerate from the 
general obligations of charity, so attention to these local demands 
upon the money and labor of. the Church should not abridge our inter- 
est or effort in behalf of those who dwell in darkness and the shadow * 
of death. If the General Conference could provide for the home field 
from some other fund, it might be well. Or if they could so harmon- 
ize the two interests, domestic and foreign, as to avoid a conflict im 
the public mind in reference to their respective claims, then the embar- 
rassment under which we now operate would pass away. Missionary 
work, distinctively so called, must be made more prominent. It ought 
to be disentangled from all gwasz¢ views and substitutes, and made to 
rely upon its own merits, motives, and obligations. However integral 
to the Church as an organization to conserve the interests of Christ’s 
kingdom among men, and however included in the principles, genius, 
and plans of our holy religion, it is, nevertheless, a peculiar work in 
its necessities, modes, and agents. Its claims must not be diluted by 
considerations of effort expended in another direction, nor subordi- 
nated to any other department of duty. It should stand alone in its 
magnitude and grandeur. It is he work of the Church—her special 
mission. ‘*Go ye into af the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.’’ ‘The reflex influence of obedience and enterprise in this 
direction is conservative of personal piety and all local progress. A 
Church imbued with the spirit of missions is always spiritual, active, 
liberal, and aggressive. To deal with the gospel as a monopoly for 
home use and private ends is to defraud Christ of his inheritance in 
other lands, and to waste his goods by misapplication as unfaithful 
stewards. Adopt some plan, brethren, which will intensify the Church’s 
sense of indebtedness to Christ and the world. Magnify the gospel by 
diffusion as well as embracement. Individualize the mission work, 
Separate it from all competition. Set it forth in the grandeur of its 
claum upon faith, hope, and philanthropy, an imperious duty specified 
by divine command, encouraged by divine promise, already vindicated 
by providence and grace, and destined to culminate soaner or later 
by gradual advancement or sudden triumph in millennial glory. Any 
plan, recognizing the great underlying principles of this interest, and 
starting from the right standpoint, which will commend itself to the 
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judgment of the Church as feasible in its practical working, and which 
can be economically administered, will command her liberality. The 
plan must appeal to the loyalty of the Church. There must be un- 
broken, serried. combination. ‘The current of benevolence in this 
behalf must not be wasted by side rills for local irrigation, but pour in 
steady volume into one reservoir for a specific use. All other claims 
and interests must be made to depend upon their merits. for help, and 
not seek to live on the credit of another affiliated but independent and — 
overmastering obligation. With these suggestions we submit the whole 
subject to your collective wisdom. 

We are glad to report to you wonderful progress in church-building, 
both as to number of houses, style of architecture, and accommoda- 
tions for comfort at all seasons. Consolidation of feeble societies at 
eligible centers has enlarged congregations, secured a more uniform 
administration of ordinances, given stability and permanent form to 
Sunday-schools, and made the arrangement of circuit work more con- 
venient and effective. Incidental to this is the slow but steady improve- 
ment of all financial plans. Broader views of duty, more liberal assess- 
ments and better modes of collection, are prevailing. There are local 
exceptions to this remark, but the aggregate collections under the 
pressure of an unprecedented monetary collapse, demonstrate the truth 
of the general statement. Some of the preachers are embarrassed by 
short receipts, are living hard, but stand up manfully to their work, 
knowing that the same afflictions are pressing upon the people them- 
selves, and persuaded that the Church will respond to their necessities 
when the present stringency shall be relaxed. 

The subject of education, in all its branches, is entitled to your most 
thoughtful consideration. 

The right training of children, the literature of our Sunday-school 
system, denominational education, are all phases of the general 
subject of great and increasing importance. We do not hesitate to 
avow that we regard the education of the young as one of the 
leading functions of the Church, and that she cannot abdicate in 
favor of the State without infidelity to her trust and irreparable 
damage to society. The reasons for occupying this ground which 
inhere in the very nature of this interest, and in the relation of chil- 
dren to the Church, are all intensified by the antagonisms of modern 
science, and the outcasting of the religious element from all the school 
systems fostered by State legislation. It is not ours to dispute juris- 
diction with Cesar, but fully persuaded that the salt of religious truth 
alone can preserve education from abuse and mischievous results, we 
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feel that the responsibilities of the Church grow with the progress of 
society and the demands of the age. 

It is with gratulation and thanksgiving to God, we say, the Church 
has made great progress in this department of duty. She has pro- 
jected new enterprises on a broader basis and with higher aims as to 
scholastic teaching and furniture—revived institutions which were lan- 
guishing and ready to die—renewed endowments lost by the revolu- 
tions of fortune, and is seeking to maintain thé guardianship and 
sanctification of the humbler instramentalities which lay hold upon 
the masses of society. We anticipate in the near future a complete 
system. Universities, colleges, district schools, academies, sustained 
by our people, and manned by our own graduates—all thoroughly 
equipped, a rounded plan, reaching from the lowest to the highest, and 
securing the safeguards of a Christian education to all the rising gen- 
eration committed to our charge. We want for our young people an 
education which begins amid the hallowed influences of home—the 
cherished authority and example of the father, the tender, benignant 
influence of the mother, carried on in association with the Bible, 
prayers, and revivals, in every stage of development from the alphabet 
to the diploma, 

In our judgment the time has come for the General Conference to 
make some strong deliverance as to discipline in reference to class- 
meetings, worldly amusements, and family religion. The great body 
of our people persist in believing that the Conference of 1866 abolished 
class-meetings, not only as a test of membership, but as a Methodist 
institution. Any action, therefore, recognizing it, and urging it asa 
social means of grace, obligatory, not under penalty of law, but in 
proof of fellowship, might rectify the prevailing mistake, and help to 
revive this time-honored and gracious instrument of good. Perhaps 
dividing the membership into classes, as under the old rule, but chang- 
ing the form of the meeting from the catechetical (the inquisitorial, as 
some regard it) to the colloquial, might retain and perpetuate all that 
is vital to the institution. ‘ 

Among our young people everywhere, especially in the towns and 
cities, there is a tendency to worldliness—to vain and demoralizing 
amusements, which demands a corrective. The subject, though plain 
in its general principles, is compassed about with many embarrass- 
ments. The toleration of these things by loose notions of Christian 
liberty, the fact that many Elis among us do not restrain their chil- 
dren, the loose admission of members, the incapacity of the.uncon- 
verted for spiritual discernment, the long sufferance of the evil in many 
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cases from timid administration, all threaten the Church, adulterate 
her purity, and break down her authority. The silence of the Disci- 
pline, in terms, is the plea with some; expunging the paragraph in 
which dancing was specified among things forbidden, has been con- 
strued by others into a relaxation of law, equivalent to license. We 
think the rule is plain, and we know the last General Conference 
expressed itself.strongly in condemnation of this evil. Nevertheless, 
the pleas are made, so that the Church is enfeebled in her remonstrance, 
and the preacher paralyzed in his pastoral government. Both parties 
Jook to you for relief. We hope you may be able to furnish it. You 
cannot make a new law, buti you can define the old. 

The Church is suffering grievously in her character, experience, and 
influence, from the very general neglect of family religion, morning” 
and evening worship in the houses of our people. No duty can be 
dropped from the Christian schedule without serious loss of moral 
power. Indeed, such an omission unsettles the whole foundation of 
religious life, and jeopards the moral safety of every delinquent. The ° 
neglect of this great duty is not merely a personal fault, wholly inde- 
fensible, but the guilt of it is enhanced by the fact that under such a 
régime there can be no proper Christian training of children. This 
evil is of fearfyl magnitude asa fact, as an example, in itself, in its 
effects, and in its results. It ought not to be tolerated. . We invoke 
the authority of the Conference, the efforts of the ministry, the codp- 
eration of all the faithful among us, to correct it. 

The District Conferences are working well—doing good. The 
Church is greatiy indebted to them for her unity, compactness, and 
efficiency. They combine all the elements of usefulness and power 
common to the class-meeting and the camp-meeting, with some advan- 
tages over both. They are most commonly the occasions and the 
instruments of revivals, giving fresh impulse to the work of God in 
the communities where they are held, and the districts they represent. 
They need no increase of power, no new function, no farther legisla- 
tion. They stand. in their own lot, and should not trench upon the 
attributes and offices of any other department, and least of all upon 
the Quarterly Conference. 

During the past four years the Bishops have been able to attend all 
the Annual Conferences without a single failure, besides attending a 
great many of the District Conferences. By the Divine blessing we 
propose to continue our dabors on the same scale. 

We regret to say the Church Conferences are a comparative failure. 
In the stations generally they have done well—are very: useful. In the 
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circuits, as a rule, they have been inefficient. The fault is commonly 
with the preacher, who does not like them—does not know how to 
hold them; sometimes with the people—often with both. Time and 
experience may correct this order of things, and vindicate the wisdom 
of the institution. It seems to us to be a necessity, both to a wise 
pastoral oversight, a just distribution of service among the members, 
and an effective use and application of the resources of the Church. 
It might be well to give the preacher in charge larger discretion as to 
the manner of holding them, so that in the absence of pressing busi- 
ness they might be made strictly devotional. © 

, Within the last two years our Publishing House has passed one great 
crisis in its history, and even now is struggling with another because 
of the monetary troubles of the country. It has survived both. 
Destroyed by fire, it has sprung from its ashes, enlarged and improved. 
Embarrassed by the financial panic which rests upon the country like 
a palsy, it has sold more of our standard books within half a year than 
perhaps in the last decade. The exigences of this crisis revived among 
our preachers a custom which prevailed among the fathers, and to 
which much of. their success in promulgating the gospel and establish- 
ing the people in the knowledge of our doctrines was due. We mean 
the circulation of our books. The object of a Church Publishing 
House is moral, not mercantile. Books may be printed in any quan- 
tity, and of the best quality, but they fail to do good unless distributed 
among the people. ‘This work can best be done by the pastors. We 
trust this revival of so good a work will not be spasmodic, but that it 
will continue and increase. i 

In this connection we cannot forbear to commend the management 
of the Sunday-school department. A new system of instruction has 
been constructed—a literature created satisfactory to the Church in its 
style, tone, and varied adaptations. 

As the only. distinct change in the way of legislation which we pro- 
pose, we respectfully recommend the restoration of the rule which 
requires a preacher to travel two years before he is eligible to deacon’s 
orders, and four years before he is ordained elder. 

Since your last session two of our colleagues, Bishop James O. 
Andrew and Bishop John Early, have departed this life. .They were 
venerable men, greatly beloved in the Church for their Christian vir- 
tues—ministerial and official fidelity—long and varied service. Found, 
as they always were, in the way of righteousness, their hoary heads 
were crowns of honor, the insignia of their age, authority, and worth, 
and all the people delighted to do them reverence. They gave the 
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days of the years of their youth and maturity to the active service of 
the Church, and then amid the infirmities of old age and the languor 
and distress of physical suffering, illustrated the grace of God by 
patient submission, by beautiful expressions of trust, and the joyous 
triumph of faith and hope. Let us all revere their memory, imitate 
their example, and, by patient continuance in well-doing, follow them 
to the heaven of the blessed. : 

Finally, brethren, remembering that’ the safety, usefulness, and 
power of the Church are not in mere organism, however compact, 
nor in prudential legislation, however wise or expedient, but in the 
spirituality of the ministry and membership, in the maintenance of 
sound doctrine and godly discipline, address yourselves to the task of 
protecting the Church we love from the corruptions of sentiment, 
taste, and habit, which are in the world through lust, and of restoring 
her to the self-denial, the moral courage, the consistent piety, which 
must characterize all who would be accepted witnesses of the Lord 
Jesus. 

May the Great Head of the Church be present in all your sessions, 
and pour upon your counsels and conclusions the benedictions of his 
grace. 'R. PAINE, 

G. F. Pierce, 

H. H. Kavanaucu, 
W. M. WIGHTMAN, 
E. M. Marvin, 
Des. Docenr ns 

H. N. McTYEIRE, 
J. C. KEENER. 


The following resolutions were then presented, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the address of the Bishops be received. 

Resolved, That so much of the address as refers to the cause of 
missions be, and it is hereby, referred to the Standing Committee on 
Missions; and so much as refers to education, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education; and so much as refers to class-meetings, social 
amusements, family religion, District Conferences, Church Confer- 
ences, and changes in Discipline, be referred to the Committee on 
Revisal; and so much as refers to our publishing interests, be réferred 
to the Committee on Books and Periodicals; and so much as refers 
to the subject of Sunday-schools, to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools; and so much as refers to the deceased Bishops, to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy; and so much as refers to the support of the 
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ministry, be referred to the Committee on Finance; and the re- 
mainder of the report, be referred to the Committee on Episcopacy ; 
and that the address be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

J. E. Evans, 

A. H. REDFORD. . 


» 


The following resolutions were then offered and read: 

Resalved, That no proposition, from any quarter, to make any 
change in any part of the Discipline, shall be entertained after Satur- 
cay, May oth. 3 

Resolved, That no report from the Committee on Revisal shall be 
received by the Conference, after Saturday, May 16th. 

Ei. hte Ce WALKER, 
Jas? Reve 


A. W. Wilson moved to amend, by substituting Wednesday, May 
13, for Saturday, May 9. 

On motion of R. H. Powell, the resolutions, as amended, were laid 
on the table. 

The Chair then made a call for petitions and memorials, which was 
responded to, as follows: 

Hoiston CONFERENCE.—A memorial of the Holston Conference 
respecting a change in the division of missionary money between the 
Parent and Domestic Boards. Referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. A memorial on the election of Sunday-school superintendents. 
Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. A memorial on pub- 
lishing the boundaries of the Annual Conferences in the Discipline. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

NortH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the election of 
Sunday-school superintendents. Referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-schools. A memorial on defining the relation of baptized chil- 
dren to the Church: Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A 
memorial on publishing the Discipline in cheap pamphlet form. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

SouTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on a financial plan. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

NortH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial in reference to Annual 
Conference Sunday-school secretaries. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. A memorial on the plan of distributing missionary funds. 
Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

SouTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on distributing mis- 
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sionary funds. Referred to the Committee on Missions. A report on 
Wesleyan Female College, at Macon. Referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

LoursiANA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the organization of a 
separate German Conference. Referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. A memorial on representation in the District Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A memorial on the election 
of Sunday-school superintendents. Referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. A memorial on the General Rules. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

MissIssIPPI CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the election of Sunday- 
school superintendents. Referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. , A memorial in regard to unsettled claims of pastors at the 
end of the Conference-year. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 
A memorial on the powers of District Conferences, on receiving mem- 
bers into the Church, on a rule concerning the use of intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

NortH MississippPl CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the records of 
Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.—A memorial on Church Registers and 
Quarterly Conference records. | Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

LOUISVILLE CONFERENCE.—A petition requesting that trustees shall 
be members of the Church. A memorial on statistics and the publi- 
cation of boundaries in the Discipline, Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

West Sr. Louis CONFERENCE.—A memorial on having a Secretary 
of Education for District Conferences. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. A change of name of said Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. On election of Sunday-school superin- 
tendents. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

MissouRI CONFERENCE.—A memorial respecting the appointment 
of a Secretary of Education in the Quarterly Conference, and the 
promotion of the cause of education. Referred to the Committee on 
Education. A memorial on a division of said Conference. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. A memorial from the St. Charles 
District on boundaries. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
A memorial on District Conference Secretary. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. A memorial on a specific law in regard to the 
making, sale, and use of intoxicating liquors. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temperance. ‘Iwo memorials on the election of Sunday- 
school superintendents, and the duty of Quarterly Conferences in 
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regard thereto. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. A 
memorial on stewards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE.—A petition praying for the creation of a 
new Conference in Colorado and, New Mexico. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

WuitE River CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the action of the 
Board of Missions. Referred to the Committee on Missions. A 

> memorial on the election of Sunday-school superintendents. Referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

West Texas CONFERENCE.—A memorial on a change in the bap- 
tismal office. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A memorial 
on the election of Sunday-school superintendents and teachers, and 
the relation of pastors to the Sunday-school. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-schools. A memorial on change of boundaries. 
Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. A memorial on trustees 
and building committees. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Los ANGELES CONFERENCE.—A memorial on boundaries. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

CoLumpiaA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on making said Conference 
a Mission Conference. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The following resolution was then presented, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That, if it be not inconvenient nor unpleasant to himself, 
it will gratify this General Conference if our venerable and beloved 
Brother, Dr. L. Pierce, will occupy a seat upon the platform, during 
our daily sessions. EK. E. WILeEy, 

A. M. SHrpp. 

An invitation from Mr. E. Klauber, to the members of this General 
Conference, to visit his Art Gallery, and have their likenesses taken, 
was presented and read. ‘The invitation was thankfully accepted. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, May 5, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair, 

Religious exercises were conducted by Thomas Bottomley. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Wightman: took the chair. 

The following members appeared in the Conference room, and took 
their seats, to wit: 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—Lay : Watson M. Cooke. 

West Sr. Louis CoNnrERENCE.—Zay, John P. Strother. 
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LouIsvVILLE CONFERENCE.—Lay: W. B. Machen—whose place had 
been supplied by C. F. Harvey, Reserve. 

Mississipp! CONFERENCE.—Zay: J. H. Thompson. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.—Lay: J. M. Tipton. 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W. Wescott. 

The following changes in the Standing Committees were made: 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—W. G. Coe was put on the Committee 
on Books and Periodicals, in place of J. H. Waugh. 

LirrLE Rock CONFERENCE.—J. L. de Yampert in place of W. T. 
Crouch on the Committee on Education. 

The following resolution was then presented, read, and a motion to 
amend, by referring it to the Committee on Revisal, was lost, and the 
resolution was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, ‘That there be appointed a committee of nine to consider 
chapters 6, 7, and 8, of the Book of Discipline, and the amendments 
proposed thereto; and that said committee shall be charged with the 
duty of drafting and reporting to this Conference a simple and 
effective plan for Church trials. H. F. Jounson, 

W. E. M. LINFIELD. 


The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. The 
delegations responded, as follows: 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on boundaries, trustees, local 
preachers, district schools, trial of members. All referred to the 
Committee on Revisal, except the last, which was referred to the 
Select Committee of nine on Church Trials. A memorial in relation 
to the division of the Virginia Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

HoLston CONFERENCE.—A memorial in relation to the boundaries 
of the Holston and Baltimore Conferences. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

SouTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—A memorial regarding stewards, 
trustees, etc. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A memorial 
referring to Sunday-school superintendents. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-schools. 

SoutH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A meniorial in relation to Church 
trials. Referred to the Committee on Church Trials. A memorial 
on finance. Referred to the Committee on Finance. A memorial in 
regard to the size of Presiding Elders’ Districts. Referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy.. A memorial in relation to popular amuse- 
ments. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A memorial on 


a 


394 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


temperance. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. A memo- 
rial referring to local preachers. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

NortH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.-rA memorial in relation to the 
appointment of Sunday-school superintendents and Sunday-school 
literature. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. A memo- 
rial in regard to La Grange Female College. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

FLORIDA CONFERENCE.—A memorial referring to the term of pas- 
toral service in Key West. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial in relation to the support of 
superannuated preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial in relation to trustees 
of institutions of learning. Referred to the Committee on Educa- 
tion. A petition to change the Conference boundaries.. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

Louisiana CONFERENCE.—A petition for the formation of a separate 
German Conference. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. A 
petition in reference to German publications. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. 

MEMPHIS CONFERENCE.—A memorial in reference to the election 
of Sunday-school superintendents. Referred to: the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. A memorial.in regard to the sale and use of in- 
toxicating liquors. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.—A memorial in reference to stewards. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

West Sr. Louis CONFERENCE.—A memorial in regard to changes 
in the baptismal office. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A 
petition in regard to missions. Referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. A memortal on temperance. Referred to the Committee on 
‘Temperance. 

MIssOURI CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the subject of general 
education. Referred to the Committee on Education. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A memorial in regard to the boundaries 
between the Arkansas and White River Conferences. , Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. A memorial in relation to the duties of 
recording stewards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

WHITE RIVER CONFERENCE.—A memorial in relation to boundaries 
between White River and Arkansas Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries, 

LirtLe Rock CONFERENCE.—A petition in relation to boundaries 
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between Arkansas and Little Rock Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. A memorial on Church records. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

East Texas CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the disbursement of 
Conference funds. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Texas CONFERENCE.—A memorial on a separate German Confer- 
ence. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

PaciFric CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the change of boundaries 
between the Pacific and Los Angeles Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the boundaries of said 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. A memo- 
rial on the subject of itinerancy. Referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. A memorial on temperance. Referred to the Committee 
on Temperance. 

Bishop Paine presented a communication, received by telegraph, 
from the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
now in session in Lynchburg, Va., which was read, as follows: 


Lyncuguroc, VA., May 4, 1874. 
To the Bishop and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South, greéting: . 

DeEaR BRETHREN: —By order and in behalf of the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Protestant Church, now in session, we salute you 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of our common Methodism, 
praying that divine wisdom may preside over your deliberations, and 
that great peace and prosperity may prevail in all your borders. 

Yours, in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
L. W. Bates, President. 
A.C, Harris, Secretary. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted, by a 
rising vote: 

Resolved, That the communication just received from the General 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church has been heard with 
great satisfaction, and the Bishops and Secretary of this Conference 
are hereby requested to respond, in behalf of this body, to the 
fraternal greetings of our Methodist Protestant brethren. 

J. E. Evans, 
A. L. P. GREEN. 


An invitation to visit the State School for the Blind was read and 
accepted. 
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A resolution of H. H. Montgomery, J. T. Heard, and P. Tuggle, 
favoring the publication of a Quarterly Review, was offered, read, and 
referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

A resolution of H. H. Montgomery and W. E. M. Linfield, in ref- 
erence to lay delegates to the Annual Conferences, was offered, read, 
and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of H. H. Montgomery and C. G. Andrews, favoring a 
change of Discipline, Ans. 3, Sec. 2, Chap. 2, p. 39, so as to strike 
out ‘‘except such as involves ministerial character.’’ Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of H. H. Montgomery and C. G. Andrews, on a Sec- 
retary of District Conferences, was offered, read, and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. ; 

A resolution of H. H. Montgomery and C. G. Andrews, on Record- 
ing Stewards, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, it was ordered that resolutions which 
are to go before standing committees be offered by the call of the 
Conferences. ; 

A resolution of L. S. Reed, R. Pollard, J. E. Brodwater, J. C. 
Granbery, favoring the expunction of the rule limiting Districts to 
fourteen appointments, was offered, read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. 

A resolution of L. S.. Reed and R. Pollard, favoring the insertion 
of arule in the Discipline discouraging operatic singing in our con- 
gregations, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

A resolution of P. A. Peterson, on the Order of Business of Quar- 
terly Conferences, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

A resolution of F. W. Earnest and W. G. E. Cunnyngham, refer- 
ring to reports on Sunday-schools to the Quarterly Conference, was 
offered; read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of W. F. Cook and H. J. Adams, on the reception of 
members, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, and W. H. Potter, favor- 
ing the holding of Missionary meetings at District Conferences, was 
offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

A resolution of W. F. Cook and W. H. Potter, on the relation of . 
baptized children to the Church, and the reception of members, was 
offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 


1874.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 397 


A resolution of J. Hamilton and W.:C. Johnson, on a Woman’s 
Missionary Organization, was offered, read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

A resolution of N. T. Lupton and J. W. Whitten, on the support of 
the ministry, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A resolution of J. D. Anthony, and other delegates of the North 
Alabama Conference, asking that the Alabama Conference be called 
“‘South Alabama,’’ was offered, read, and referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

Resolutions of T. Y. Ramsey and A. C. Allen, on: giving proba- 
tioners who are discontinued by an Annual Conference a certificate of 
location, and an addition to paragraph 4, Sec. 11, Chap. 3, of the 
Discipline, were offered, read, and referred to the. Committee on 
Revisal. ; 

A resolution of G. M. Winton and G. M. Jones, proposing to allow 
superannuated preachers a seat in Quarterly and District Conferences, 
was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

A resolution of M. M. Pugh and’ N. Scarritt, favoring a change 
of Discipline, paragraph 1, Sec. 5, Chap. 9, p. 149, on Joint Boards 
of Finance, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

A resolution of C. I. Vandeventer and J. E. Ryland, asking the’ 
insertion of the Pastoral Address of the Bishops of 1870 in the Dis- 
cipline, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of G. A. Dannelly, J. Wickersham, and J. Mackey, on 
the order of Quarterly Conference business, was offered, read, and 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of C. Pope and S. M. McGehee, in regard to the 
removal of the restriction concerning local preachers, on page 32 of 
the Discipline, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

A resolution of J. L. de Yampert, R. H. Powell, and A. Hunter, 
referring to lay members of the Joint Board of Finance, was offered, 
read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Also a resolution respecting claimants upon the Conference Fund, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of J. H. McLean and J. M. Binkley, on so amending 
the Discipline as to allow of but one Board of Trustees for a pastoral 
charge, was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Resolutions respecting General Conference business, Quarterly and 
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Church Conferences, signed ©. Fisher, were presented by Texas dele- 
gates, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Resolutions on reporting members, and asking that the word ‘‘pres- 
ent’’ be substituted for the word ‘‘pasty’’ in Sec. 4, pp. 54, 55, of the 
Discipline, were offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of L. V. Greer, J. Adams, D. Morse, and W. M. Shu- 
matte, asking changes of Discipline, Ques. 2, Sec. 5, Chap. 8, p. 80, 
was offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of W. G. Connor and R. J. Morgan, favoring the pub- 
lication of the Sunday-school Lessons, etc., in a permanent form, was 
offered, read, and referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

A communication-from the Trustees of the Public Schools of Louis- 
ville was presented and read, and their invitation to visit the schools 
and use their room for committees, on motion of P. A. Peterson, was 
accepted, and the thanks of Conference were returned by a rising vote. 

‘The Chair announced the names of the Special Committee of Nine 
on Church Trials, as follows: H. F. Johnson, S. Bobo, J. W. Hinton, 
J. P. Strother, T. L. Boswell, E. J. Lilly, W. H. Potter, H. W. Foote, 
W. G. Veal. 

The venerable Lovick Pierce was then brought forward by the Chair, 
and though very feeble, made an affecting address to the Conference. 
He said: 

My BELOVED BRETHREN:—I stand before you rather as a marvel in 
the history of Methodist preachers. It would be very unbecoming in 
me to congratulate you on account of my presence with you, but it is 
right that I should congratulate myself on being permitted to see this 
very certainly the last General Conference I shall ever attend. I have 
been greatly honored—more, certainly, than I have ever deserved. I 
have never been left out since the time of my eligibility as a delegate. 
I have never done much. I have always felt inclined to retire rather 
than make myself bold and prominent. I had no expectation when 
it was announced to me that I was elected to this General Conference 
that I could be present with you. It may be considered as the first 
instance in history, at least in that of our own ministry, that a man in 
his ninetieth year has traveled six hundred miles and occupied his seat 
daily in a body like this; but God has conferred upon me this very 
remarkable blessing. 

In regard to myself I may say that my voice has ever been clear, 
easy to use, to control, and to hear. It could be heard readily by ten 
thousand attentive listeners, and it was never weakened or cracked for 
sixty-seven years. During this long period I preached many long and 
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hard sermons, so that in this line of things I acquired great reputation 

for my preaching powers. But now my voice is gone, and it cannot 

be repaired, so that I cannot do what I desired to do at the request of 

my friends. During my life I have offered to the General Conference 

only four resolutions asking for changes in our Discipline, but I have = 
had the pleasure of seeing them all accepted, and they now stand in 

your Discipline. 

Although I have not attempted—to use a common expression—to 
tinker much with the Discipline, I have never seen the day when I was 
perfectly satisfied to have the phraseology remain perpetually the same. 
I have prepared some changes for your consideration, but feeling well 
satisfied that I cannot command my voice, I have not brought them 
with me, though I have written them out with care, and it is impossi- 
ble for me to bring them before you, except by your indulgence, whjch 
I am satisfied will always be granted when it is properly asked. I 
have drawn up three papers from my ministerial experience, running 
far into the sixty-ninth year, which propose measures intended to vital- 
ize and energize the itinerant ministry. ‘They are but little after all, 
‘and perhaps you may not appreciate them as much as I do myself. I 
have some others relating to the administration of discipline in ‘the 
Church, upon which I desire that the Conference will allow me, if 
able to do so, to say a few words from time to time. I trust when the 
weather is more favorabie that I shall be able to say what I desire. I 
say this much only now so as to have my infirmities in your hearts, 
and I know they will have your sympathy. At another time, with 
your indulgence, I shall present the changes which I propose, and you 
may adopt them if you see fit, or let them perish in their passage. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That this Conference will gladly hear Dr. L. Pierce on 
the subjects referred to in his address, as his health and strength may 
permit; and that, if at any time, our rules of order conflict with this 
resolution, said rules be hereby suspended. TO vA rar 

A. G. Haycoop, 
_ THos. O. SUMMERS. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the editors and representatives of our Church papers, 
with the Book Agent, be requested to confer together respecting the 
price of our Church journals, in order to secure uniformity of price, 
and place each one on a safe financial basis. R. ALEXANDER, 

Joun H. McLk&ay, 
‘TRUSTEN POLK. 
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The following resolution was then offered, read, discussed, and, on 
motion of A. W. Wilson, was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 
_ Resolved, That the resolution passed by the General Conference in 

Memphis, Tenn., in 1870, authorizing the Bishops to appoint one or 
‘more preachers to any proper work beyond the bounds of the Annual 
Conferences be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

_ A. R. WINFIELD, 
- Leroy M. LEE. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Worship be respectfully 
requested to have as much preaching during the session of the General 
Conference as practicable. FE: ‘Pitts, 

R. H. Powe t. 

-R. H. Powell, of the Alabama Conference, was substituted for A. 
A. Coleman, on the Committee on Boundaries. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 6, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by Nelson Head. The Minutes were 
read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Marvin then took the chair, and called for new arrivals. 

Felix F. Porter, lay delegate from the Memphis Conference, appeared 
and took his seat. He was placed on the Committee on Boundaries, 
vice John Moss. 

‘W.R. Webb, lay delegate’ from the Tennessee Conference, appeared 
and took his seat. 

W. M. Leathers, lay delegate from the Kentucky Conference, appeared 
and took his seat, which had been filled by J. R. Beckley, reserve. 

The Chair then called for reports of committees, but none were pre- 
sented. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—The appeal of Lorenzo D. Huston from 
the action of the Baltimore Conference, by which he was expelled on 
a charge of immorality, was presented by J. S. Martin, Secretary of 
that Conference. ‘The Chair ruled that the appeal must be brought 
forward by some one representing the appellant. After some discus- 
sion, J. B. McFerrin appeared as representative of the appellant. He 
stated the grounds of appeal—the main ground being that the evidence 
did not sustain the charge and specifications. S. Regester stated that 
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he and A. W. Wilson appeared in behalf of the Baltimore Conference, 
and spoke in regard to the grounds of appeal. A. W. Wilson defended 
the regularity of the trial by the court below. L. M. Lee moved that 
the appeal be allowed. The Chair stated that before the vote could 
be put the charge and specifications, with the finding of the court 
below, must be read.. H. H. Montgomery appealed from the ruling 
of the Chair. The Chair stated that unless overruled by the Confer- 
ence, the order of proceeding in such cases as laid down in the Man- 
ual of the Discipline would be followed. The Chair then stated the 
appeal from the ruling in the’case. The vote was taken, and division 
called for—gs5 voted to sustain the appeal, and 124 against. So the 
ruling of the Chair was sustained. On motion of J. E. Edwards, the 
reading of the papers was dispensed with in this particular case. A 
motion of W. H. Potter to postpone the whole question till to-morrow 
at ro o'clock, did not prevail. The vote was then taken on allowing 
the appeal, and the appeal was allowed. 

SoutH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the claims of super- 
annuated preachers was presented, and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

Mississtpp1 CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Mississippi Confer- 
ence in relation to the Course of Study was presented. Referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

St. Louis CONFERENCE.—A memorial in regard to boundaries. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. A memorial on the exten- 
sion of the pastoral term. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

LitrLeE Rock CONFERENCE.—A. R. Winfield stated the ease of an 
appeal taken by a former member of that Conference who had been 
expelled, but who had subsequently joined another Church. The 
point was raised whether it is competent for the Conference to enter- 
tain an appeal in such a-case. The Chair decided that the appeal 
could not be entertained. A memorial respecting changes of economy 
in relation to the number of appointments in circuits and districts. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

John Adams, of the Texas delegation, was taken from the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy, and D. Morse was put in his place. 

A resolution of T. S. Wade, W. Downtain, and R. S. Bickel, on the 
boundaries between the Western Virginia and Baltimore Conferences, 
was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

P. A. Peterson, M.-S. Andrews, A.M. Shipp, A: R. Winfield, 
offered a resolution on achange of basis of clerical and lay representa- 
tion, which was read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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W. S. Black, S. D. Adams, L. S. Burkhead, W. H. Bobbitt, offered 
a resolution on a plan to secure a Board of District Trustees, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. J. Scott, C. Long, and L. D. Palmer, offered a resolution dep- 
recating any material modification of the Presiding Eldership, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

W. J. Scott, H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, offered a resolution favor- 
ing the appointment of evangelists, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

H. J. Adams and W. F. Cook offered a resolution on a change in 
the Discipline regarding the trial of a traveling preacher, which was 
read and referred to the Special Committee on Church Trials. 

G. M. Nolan and T. M. Meriwether offered a resolution on the duty 
of pastors as to class-meetings, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

T. M. Meriwether, J. M. Beall, and J. Jackson, offered a resolution 
on the support of the ministry, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

L. Pierce and J. S. Key offered three resolutions in relation to the 
administrative duties of preachers, which were read, and after explana- 
tion by the venerable mover, were referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

J. O. A. Clark and J. W. Hinton offered a resolution proposing 
changes in the Discipline as to representation of local preachers in the 
Conferences, and other matters; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on, Revisal. 

J. Hamilton and W. Shapard offered a resolution in regard to 
trustees, deprecating the use of our churches for improper purposes. 
Referred to the Committee on Reyisal. 

J. Hamilton, M. S. Andrews, W. A. McCarty, W. Shapard, offered 
a resolution in relation to the number of appointments in a district. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. Shapard and J. Hamilton offered a resolution favoring an 
amendment of the Discipline, so as to require the grounds of appeal 
to be stated when it is taken. Referred to the Committee on Church 
Trials. 

J. W. Whitten and Anson West offered a resolution in relation to 
secretaries of Quarterly Conferences and recording stewards. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

O. J. Moore, W. E. Tomlinson, and T. Y. Ramsey, offered a reso- 
lution favoring the expunction of all after the word ‘‘provided,’’ in 
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paragraph 6, Sec. 3, Chap. 2, p. 49, of Discipline. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Also a resolution favoring the expunction of all after the word 
‘except,’ in paragraph 3, Sec. 2, Chap. 2, p. 39. Rev‘erred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

N. Scarritt, C. I. Vandeventer, and G. M. Winton offered resolu- 
tions in regard to the modification of the Presiding Elder’s office. 
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

M. M. Pugh and N. Scarritt offered a resolution to change Ans. 1, 
Ques. 2, Sec...4,,Chap, 6, p. 126, so.as.to read, after the word 
‘*preachers,’’ in the third line from the top, as follows: ‘‘or one local 
preacher and two laymen.’’ Referred to the Committee on Church 
Trials. : 

W. M. Rush and J. C. Wills offered a resolution allowing the 
Bishops to appoint teachers in our literary institutions to the pastoral 
charge of such institutions, and of the congregations locally con- 
nected with them, without affecting their Conference relations. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

A. R. Winfield and J. B. McFerrin offered a resolution respecting 
Church trials. Referred to the Committee on Church Trials. 

A. R. Winfield and J. T. Scruggs offered a resolution respecting 
Quarterly Conference journals. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

W. J. Clark and I. G. John offered a resolution on the support of. 
the ministry. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

T. Stanford and W. Price offered a resolution in regard to the 
children of the Church. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to consider the subject of 
the election and ordination of our native-born missionaries in foreign 
stations; and suggest to this Conference what legislation, if any, is 
necessary on this subject. ; WILLIAM SHAPARD, 

W. A. McCarty. 

Resolved, That this General Conference is thankful to Almighty 
God that the Rey. Dr. Lovick Pierce has been graciously preserved to 
the goth year of his age, in such full mental vigor, and sufficient 
bodily health to be present with us as a delegate. 

Resolved, That we are anxious one more time to hear this aged 
servant of God expound the gospel which he has so long illustrated, 
both by precept and example, and we most earnestly request him to 
preach before the Conference, in this hall, at such time as may suit 
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his convenience—due notice thereof being given to the public, that 
all who wish, and whom the hall can accommodate, may have 
opportunity to hear him. ; A. A. GILBERT, 

A. R. WINFIELD, 
D’Arcy Pavut, 
JAMES JACKSON, 

R. J. Morcan, 
MiLTon Brown, 
TRUSTEN POLK. 


The following communication was presented by E. W. Sehon, read, 
and the courteous invitation was accepted, by a rising vote: 
LOUISVILLE, Ky., May 5, 1874. 
Dr. SEHON—DEarR Sir:—Being desirous that the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, now in session here, 
should receive every attention and courtesy; I have much pleasure in 
extending to each and all the members thereof, a cordial invitation to 
the Board of Trade Rooms during their stay in our city. Hoping it 
will be agreeable to them to accept this invitation, most cordially 
given, I am, dear sir, 
Yours respectfully, JOHN BaRBEE, 
President Board of Trade and Chamber of Commerce. 


A letter from Mr, J. B. Webster, asking the privilege of taking the 
photographic pictures of the Conference, was read. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, May 7, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Marvin in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by J. Harrell. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

The Chair then announced the Committee on the Appeal of L. D. 
Huston, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON THE APPEAL OF L. D. HUSTON FROM THE BALTIMORE 
CONFERENCE, 


Baltimore Conférence, John S. Martin; Virginia, John C..Gran- 
bery; Western Virginia, T. S. Wade; Holston, Carroll Long; North 
Carolina, L. S. Burkhead; South Carolina, W. H. Fleming; North 
Georgia, H. J. Adams; South Georgia, J. O. A. Clark; Florida, 
Samuel Woodbery; Alabama, William Shapard; North Alabama, J. 
W. Whitten; Louisiana, John Pipes; Mississippi, H. H. Mont- 
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gomery; North Mississippi, Thomas Y. Ramsey; Memphis, John 
Moss; Tennessee, William Burr; Kentucky, J. W. Fitch; Louisville, 
Timothy C. Frogge; St. Louis, A. T. Scruggs; West St. Louis, G. 
M. Winton; Missouri, H. A. Bourland; Western, D. C. O’ Howell; 
Indian Mission, J. H. Walker; Arkansas, I. L. Burrow; White River, 
J. Mackey; Little Rock, C. Pope; Trinity, Jacob M. Binkley; East 
Texas, Daniel Morse; Texas, I. G. John; North-west Texas, Thomas 
Stanford; West Texas, B. Harris; Los Angeles, A. Adams; Pacific, 
George Sim; Columbia, B. R. Johnson; Illinois, J. W. Wescott. 
BisHop KEENER is to preside. 
J. D. Vinci, to be Secretary. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair and called for new arrivals. 

Thomas W. Garrett, a lay delegate from Virginia Conference; A. 
E. Williams, a lay delegate from South Carolina Conference; A. A. 
Coleman, H. A. Stollenwerck, T. J. S. Kimbrough, lay delegates 
from the Alabama Conference; Atha Thomas, lay delegate from Ten- 
nessee Conference, appeared and took their seats. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the resolution referring to the 
appointment of evangelists, referred, May 6, to the Committee on 
Revisal, was transferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing and Select Committees. 
None were presented. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A resolution in regard to the boundaries 
of the Alabama and North Mississippi Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial from said Conference 
respecting a uniform method of conducting Sunday-schools. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

LOUISVILLE CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of Morganfield Circuit, in regard to the use of Church buildings, 
and duties of trustees. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. A 





memorial in relation to the trial of local preachers. Referred to the: 


Special Committee on Church Trials. 


\ 


J. W. Hanner, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, returned ° 


several papers referring to finance, with a request that they be trans- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance—they were so referred. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, two papers relating to the duties of 
the Joint Board of Finance, referred, May 6, to the Committee on 
Revisal, were transferred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, a paper relating to the Course. of 
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Study, referred, May 6, to the Committee on Itinerancy, was trans- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

A resolution of J. S. Kennedy and. J. M. McTeer, proposing to 
take the power of licensing and regommending preachers from the 
(Quarterly and assign it to the District Conference, was presented, 
read, and referred to‘the Committee on Itinerancy. — 

A resolution of J. S. Kennedy and C. Long -to define the relation 
of local preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of C. Long and J. W. Gaut on holding love-feasts 
with closed doors. | Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution by E. E. Wiley and W. M. Leftwich inquiring into 
the relation of the Southern Review to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Referred 'to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

A resolution of C. Long and J. W. Gaut on changing the order ot 
business in the Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

A resolution of T. C. Smith, L. 5S. Burkhead, and B.. Craven, 
requesting the ‘Committee on Sunday-schools to inquire into the 
propriety of having our Sunday-school Secretary adopt the Inter- 
national Lesson Text of Scripture, commencing January. 1, 1875. 
Referred to the'Committee on Sunday-schools. 

A resolution of L. S. Burkhead, B. Craven, E. J. Lilly, and W. S. 
Black, in relation to the support of the ministry. Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

A resolution of. B, Craven and L.'S. Burkhead in relation to class- 
meetings. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of A. M. Shipp. and other members of the South 
Carolina delegation, in reference to Catechisms.: Referred to the 
Committee on Sunday-schools. 

A resolution of W. H. Fleming, A. Hunter, and H. A. C. Walker, 
to amend the Discipline on p. 141, Sec. 3, paragraph 4, so that the 
sentence shall read, ‘‘who shall be a member of the Quarterly Con- 
ference.’’ Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of W. H. Potter and W. F. Cook, in reference to 
Recording Stewards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Also a resolution on representation of local preachers. Referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

A resolution of ‘T.'M. Meriwether, G..M. Nolan, J. B. Hunnicutt, 
and H..J. Adams, favoring the election of class-leaders by the Quar- 
terly Conference at the nomination of the: pastor. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 
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A resolution of H. J. Adams and J. B. Hunnicutt, in regard to the 
confirmation of class-leaders. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of T. W. Carter and J. F. White, in relation to the 
support of the ministry, etc. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A resolution of T. W. Carter, S. Woodbery, and J. F. White, on 
the election of Sunday-school superintendents. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-schools. 

A resolution of Anson West and R. A. Hardaway, in regard to the 
licensing of preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of M. M. Pugh and J. P. Strother, on sinful amuse- 
ments. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of J. Wickersham and J. Mackey, on Mexican Mis- 
sions, was read and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

A resolution of J. L. de Yampert and.C. Pope, requesting the 
Bishops to add a work on the Elementary Principles of Vocal Music to 
the Course of Stydy. On motion of J. E. Edwards, it was referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

On motion of F. W. Earnest and J. M. McTeer, the Sub-committee 
on Itinerancy was requested to furnish a copy of the papers presented 
by L. Pierce, May 6, for publication in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

Bishop Paine presented the response of the Bishops to the request 
of the General Conference that the College of Bishops should suggest 
a plan for the ordination of native-born missionaries in the foreign 
mission field, which was read and laid on the table under the rules. 

A resolution of J. H. Pritchett, C. I. Vandeventer, and N. Scarritt, 
‘‘providing for a correspondence with other Methodisms,’’ was offered, 
read, and, on motion of A. W. Wilson, was laid on the table for the 
present. 

A resolution of P. A. Peterson and L. S. Reed, on the subject of 

sinful amusements. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

.A resolution of A. A. Gilbert, and other lay delegates, recommend- 
ing a law enforcing contributions to the support of the Church. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
+» A communication from L. D. Dameron, Business Manager of the 
South-western Book and Publishing Company, St. Louis, was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

Bishop Paine stated that he had received a communication from the 
gentlemen appointed by the General Conference of the M. E. Church 
to convey to this body its fraternal greetings, announcing their pres- 
ence in Louisville. The communication was presented and read, as 


follows: 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE FRATERNAL MESSENGERS OF THE M. E, 
CHURCH. 
GALT HousE, LouIsvILLE, Ky., May 7, 1874. 
To the Bishops ad members of the General, Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, now in session in Louisville, Ky.: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN:—-We, the undersigned, have been 
appointed by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to convey the fraternal greetings of said body to the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. We await 
your pleasure. Fraternally yours, ALBERT S. HunT, 

CHARLES H. FOWLER, 
CLINTON B. Fisk. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That it be the pleasure of the General Conference to 
receive the commissioners of the M. E. Church on to-morrow morn- 
ing at 10:30 o’clock, to receive the fraternal greetings they bring to 
us from their Church, and that the Committee on Introductions inform 
them of the readiness of the Conference to receive them at the hour 
appointed. L. M. Leg, 

Joun E, Epwarps. 

A resolution of R. Hiner, and other delegates of the Kentucky Con- 
ference, respecting a change of the boundary lines between the Ken- 
tucky and Louisville, Conferences, was offered, read, and referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

A resolution of D, Morse and L. V. Greer, in regard to the liquor 
traffic by members of the Church. Referred to the Committee on 
‘Temperance. 

A resolution of A. H. Redford and T. Bottomley, in regard to the 
proposed change of the boundary between the Kentucky and Louis- 
ville Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

R. Hiner was announced as Chairman of the Committee on the 
Bible Cause. . 

The Conference then adjourned with the donology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, May 8, 1874. 
Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by W. M. Rush. The Minutes were 
read and approved. Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 
Alonzo G. Mayers, lay delegate from the Mississippi Conference, and 
Wiley D. Rountree, lay delegate from the North Carolina Conference, 
appeared and took their seats. | 
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John E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of said committee, which was read, and, on mo- 
tion of J. W. Kelly, was recommitted, that it might be conformed to 
Rule me 

R. Alexander, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, presented 
Report No. 1 of said committee, which was read, and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO I. 


Your Committee on Boundaries would respectfully beg leave to sub- 
mit the following partial report. Many of the memorials referred to 
them are yet under advisement, but they have duly considered others, 
and as the sense of the committee thereon, recommend the adoption 
of the following: 

1. That the Territories of Colorado and New Mexico be, and they 
are hereby, erected into a separate Conference under the name and 
style of ‘‘The Denver Conference.”’ 

2. That the Territory of Montana be, and the same is hereby, cre- 
ated a separate Conference, by the name and style of ‘*The Montana 
Conference.”’ 

3. That so much of the ‘‘work’’ in the States of Texas and Lou- 
isiana as is under the supervision of the German ministers of our 
Church be, and the same is hereby, created a separate Conference, by 
the name and style of ‘‘The German Mission Conference of Texas 
and Louisiana.”’ 

4. That the name of the West St. Louis Conference be, and the. 
same is hereby, changed to that of ‘‘ The South-west Missouri Confer- 
ence.”’ 

5. That the memorial from Oak Bowery, Soule Chapel, Cusseta, and 
Hopewell appointments to be transferred from the North Alabama 
Conference to the Alabama Conference, be not granted. 

6. That so much of the Alabama Conference as lies north of the 
Noxubee and west of the Tombigbee Rivers, and embraced in Sumter 
county, be, and the same is hereby, added to and made a part of the 
North Mississippi Conferénce. 

7. That so much of the Little Rock Conference as is embraced in 
Perry county be, and the same is hereby, transferred to and made a 
part of the Arkansas Conference. 

8. That the memorial to change the boundary between the Louis- 
ville Conference and the Kentucky Conference be not granted. 


y 
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g. That the memorial of the North Alabama Conference, asking 
that the name of the Alabama Conference be changed to that of the 
South Alabama Conference, be not granted. 

R. E. ANDERSON, ! R. ALEXANDER, 
Secretary. x Chairman. 

Loutsville, May 8, 1874. 

W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Periodi- 
cals, presented Report No. 1 of said committee, which was read and 


adopted, item by item, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. I. 


Your committee have, as thoroughly as possible, considered the 
Exhibit of the Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, for the four years ending April 30, 1874, by A. H. Redford, 
Agent. Through a sub-committee, and with assistance from Dr. Red- 
ford, whose presence was invited, they have carefully examined, item 
by item, every section of the Exhibit; and from information thus _ 
obtained, in addition to inquiries made by the committee as a whole, 
they are fully satisfied that the statement of facts and figures contained 
in the Exhibit, including the estimates of values, is fairly and properly 
presented, and that the Exhibit is correct and trustworthy in every 
particular. 

Your committee have also considered the Report of the Book Com- 
mittee, expressing full approval of the policy of the Agent, and of- 
his able and successful management of the Publishing House, for 
which, that committee state, a debt of gratitude is due him from the 
whole Church. - Besides, your committee have undoubted evidence 
that the Agent, in the spirit of self-sacrifice, has employed, with suc- 
cess, not only the resources of the Publishing House, but his private 
credit and means, to sustain and promote the important interests com- 
mitted to his care, and so seriously threatened in the midst of the 
great financial disasters of the country. 

Your committee offer the following resolutions for adoption by the 

, General Conference, viz.: 

Resolved, 1. That we approve the financial management of the 
Publishing House by the Agent, including herein the erection of a 
spacious and elegant building in place of the old structure destroyed 
by fire, by which the Publishing’ House has acquired largely increased 
facilities for its business. 

2. That not only are we convinced of the solvency of the Publish- 
ing House, but in view of the stringency of the money market, we are 
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highly gratified with the increase of its receipts and assets, and with 
the prospect of its ability to meet its. liabilities at maturity, thus giv- 
ing assurance, if our preachers and people will do their duty, of con- 
tinued and enlarged prosperity in the diffusion of a sound religious 
literature. 

3. That we express to Dr. Redford our grateful acknowledgments 
for his assumption of personal hazards and risks in carrying on the 
business of ‘the Publishing House, in addition to the faithnGal discharge 
of his official duties as Agent. 

Respectfully submitted. W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 

The Secretary asked and obtained permission to record the reports 
in a separate volume, with proper references. 

J. W. Hanner presented Report No. 1 of the Ginamtineee on Revisal, 
which was read, and the item referring to the transfer of certain papers 
to other committees was adopted, and the remainder was laid on the 
table under the rule. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. I. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to offer Report No. 1: 

After having carefully considered sundry memorials. from the Ken- 
tucky, Mississippi, and other Conferences, requesting that District 
Conferences be authorized to examine and correct, annually, the 
records of Quarterly Conferences, and inspect Church Registers, your 
committee recommend the following, viz.: 

1. That the Recording Stewards he required to send their records 
of Quarterly Conferences to the District Conferences annually, for 
inspection ; provided the Annual Conference shall.so direct. And that 
this be placed in the Discipline, on, page 53, under Ques. 4, after para- 
graph 8. 

2. Your committee also recommend that the following be inserted * 
on page 49, just before paragraph 6: To appoint committees to exam- 
ine Quarterly Conference records, when so directed by the Annual 
Conference. 

3. Your committee have also. considered a memorial from the St. 
Charles District Conference, of the Missouri Conference, asking that 
Secretaries of District, Conferences be allowed to hold office for the 
period of four years, and that each be, ex officio, amember of his Con- 
ference during his term of office, and) recommend that you do zot 
concur. * 

4. Having likewise considered the resolution of the Holston Con- 
ference, instructing the delegates of said Conference to urge the 
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General Conference to insert in the Discipline the ‘‘ Boundaries of 
the several Annual Conferences,’’ your committee recommend that it 
be done. : 

5. A: resolution of the Louisiana Conference, referred to your com- 
mittee, requesting that the General Conference so amend the language 
of the General Rules of the ‘United. Societies,’ organized by Mr. 
Wesley in 1739, on page 26, Chap. 1, Sec. 2, as that it shall be stated 
in direct terms, that these are the General Rules of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, was duly considered, and we recommend 
2OnN-CONCUITENCE. 

6. A memorial from West Texas Conference, relating to a change 
in the office of ‘‘baptism of those of riper years,’’ requesting that the 
word may be put instead of ‘‘shall,’’ on page 201, Sec. 3, Chap. 13, 
so that the parenthesis shall read, (‘‘or if he shall desire it, may im- 
merse him in water’’), has been carefully considered, and your com- 
mittee recommend on-concurrence therewith. 

7. Also a memorial from Cibolo Circuit, West Texas Conference, 
asking that the minimum number of trustees be ¢iree instead of 
‘‘five,’’ has been considered, and we recommend that the language of 
the Discipline be so changed on page 102, Chap. 3, Sec. 16, Ans. 3 to 
Ques. 2, that it be made to read, ‘‘ Otherwise seven, five, or three.”’ 
Paragraph as amended: ‘‘3. Let nine trustees be appointed for hold- 
ing Church property, when proper persons can be procured ; otherwise, 
seven, five, or three, who shall elect their own Chairman, Secretary, 
and Treasurer.”’ 

8. A paper from the North Georgia Conference, requesting that the 
following action of the General Conference of 1870 be put into the 
Discipline, viz., ‘*That each Annual Conference elect a Correspond- 
ing Secretary to represent the Sunday-school interests of shat Confer- 
‘ence to the Sunday-school Secretary elected by the General Confer- 
ence’’ (Journal, p. 216), has been considered, and your committee 
recommend that, the same be made answer 4, on page 114, Chap. 8, 
Sec. 5, and that the notation of answer 4 be 5. 

g. Your committee have had under consideration the memorial from 
Louisville Conference, asking that statistics necessary to the report in 
the General Minutes be categorically stated in the Discipline, and 
recommend son-concurrence. 

10. Also a paper from the same Conference asking for the same con- 
ditions to obtain in the selection of trustees for school property as 
exists in relation to Church-houses, etc., has been considered, and 
your committee recommend oz-concurrence. 
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11. A memorial from Mississippi Conference, praying this body. to 
restore Ques. 2, Sec. 15, Chap. 2, edition of Discipline 1858, has 
been before us, and we recommend zon concurrence. 

12. Your committee having duly considered a memorial Feasen Vir- 
ginia Conference, asking that the law governing local preachers be 
amended, recommend the following to be placed in the Discipline, on 
page 89, as the 5th Ans. to Ques. 4, viz.: ‘‘A preacher receiving a 
certificate of location, or of official standing, and, failing to present 
the same to some Quarterly Conference within the period. of six 
months from the date of said certificate, shall not be recognized as. a 
local preacher in our Church, unless he satisfy the Quarterly Confer- 
ence to which he may apply that the failure to do so was unavoidable.’’ 

13. Your committee had referred to them ‘‘preamble and_resolu- 
tions modifying the office of Presiding Elder,’’ signed by N. Scarritt 
and others. This paper is reported back to the General Conference, 
with the recommendation that it be referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

14. Also a resolution, signed M. M. Pugh, N. Scarritt, touching 
“‘the trial of a local preacher,’’ which is returned to the committee with 
the request that it be referred to the Committee on Church ‘Trials 

Respectfully submitted. Joun W. Hanner, Chairman. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial asking a rule in regard to the use 
of intoxicating liquors. Referred to the Committee on Temperance, 

LouIsIANA CONFERENCE.—A resolution in relation to the election 
of two or more Bishops. Read and referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—A resolution in reference to defining a 
quorum in the boards of stewards and trustees. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

WuiTE RIVER CONFERENCE.—A resolution in relation. to recording 
stewards. Referred to the Committee on Reyvisal. 

B. Craven, N. H, Wilson, and L. S. Burkhead, offered a resolution 
on episcopal decisions. Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

W. E. M. Linfield and H. F. Johnson offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and laid on the table under the rules: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by this General 
Conference, to open, at as early a day as practicable, a correspondence 
with the various Methodist bodies, both in Europe and America, 
touching the following matters of common interest: 

1. Aunion of misstonary effort throughout the world. 


414 JOURNAL OF THE: GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [Mey 


2. The adoption of a common Standard Hymnal. 

3. The adoption of a plan by which preachers may be transferred 
from one body to another without such formal process as is contem- 
plated in our Book of Discipline—Chap. 3, Sec. 12. 

J. H. PRITCHETT, 
C. I. VANDEVENTER, 
 .N. SCARRITT. 

P. A. Peterson and J. E. Evans offered a resolution favoring the 
incorporation into the Discipline of the action of the General Con- 
ference of 1836, in regard to the recommendation of Quarterly Con- 
ferences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

D. Morse, J. Adams, L. V. Greer, and W. M. Shumatte, offered a 
resolution in regard to the boundaries between East Texas and Trinity 
Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

W. G. Veal, D. Morse, and W. M. Shumatte, offered a resolution 
asking for a change of the Discipline, on page 167. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Also a resolution asking for the insertion of marginal notes in the 
Discipline. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. Price and E.’A. Martin offered’ a resolution referring to the 
duties of Presiding Elders. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. G. Connor and W. Price offered a resolution in relation to a Cate- 
chism for infant-classes. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

W. H. Fleming and R. Hiner offered a resolution relating to the 
publication of Catechisms on our Church History and Economy. 
Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

T. Polk and A. T. Scruggs offered a resolution asking for a change 
of Discipline, on page too, Ques. 6. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

J. E. Evans and G. A. Dannelly offered a resolution on fixing the 
responsibility of members holding Church-certificates. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

M. H. Evans, R. Hiner, and C. W. Miller, offered a resolution in 
relation to paragraphing the Discipline. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

J. L. de Yampert and R. H. Powell offered a resolution asking for 
a change in the form of the Church-certificate. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. ‘ 

P. Tuggle and H. W. Foote offered a resolution asking that the 
title ‘‘South’’ be affixed to the Mississippi Conference. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. . 
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The order of the day then came up, and the Committee on Intro- 
ductions escorted the members of the delegation of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to the platform, and introduced them to the Chair. 
The Rev. Albert S. Hunt, D.D., was introduced by Leroy M. Lee; the 
Rey. Charles H. Fowler, D.D., by James E. Evans; and General Clinton 
B. Fisk, by Simpson-Bobo. The Chair introduced them to the 
Bishops and to Lovick Pierce, and presented the following communi- 
cation, which was read: 

COMMUNICATION ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 
.To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to assemble 

in Louisville, Kentucky, in May, 1874: 

REVEREND AND DEAR BRETYREN:—The General Conference af the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, at their session in Brooklyn, New York, 
in 1872, adopted the following preamble and resolution : 

‘“To place ourselves in the truly fraternal relations toward our 
Southern brethren, which the sentiments of our people demand, and 
to prepare the way for the opening’ of formal fraternity with them, be 
it hereby 

‘¢ Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delegation 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our fraternal 
greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at its next session.”’ 

In carrying out this resolution, the General Conference made it the 
duty of the Bishops to appoint the delegates for which it provides. 

In pursuance of this action the Board of Bishops have appointed 
Rev. Albert S» Hunt, D.D., Rev. Charles H. Fowler, D.D., and 
General Clinton B. Fisk, as said delegates. 

The Board of Bishops also directed the undersigned, the senior 
members of said Episcopal Board, to furnish said delegates with 
proper credentials. 

We therefore hereby certify that the three brethren above named 
have been duly appointed, by the authority of the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, delegates to bear ‘‘ the fraternal 
greetings’’ of the said General Conference of the Bathodist Episcopal 
Church to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. EDMUND S. JANES, 

LEvi Scorr, 

MATTHEW SIMPSON, 

Epwarpb R. AMES, 
New York, April 20, 1874. Committee. 
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The Chair then addressed the Conference: 

BRETHREN OF THE CONFERENCE:—On yesterday you set this hour 
for receiving the delegates from the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
They are now present with us, and I have the pleasure of introducing 
them to you. ; 

The Rev. Drs. Albert S. Hunt and Charles H. Fowler, and General 
Clinton B. Fisk, were each introduced to the Conference, the mem- 
bers rising at their introduction. ‘ 

The Chair then turned to the delegation and said, The General * 
Conference is ready to hear you. 

The delegates then addressed the Conference in the order named. . 
Their addresses were characterized by excellent taste, great ability, 
and warm fraternal sentiments, which were well received by the Con- 
ference and the immense audience in attendance. 

After the addresses, on motion of A. W. Wilson, the subject of the 
communication was referred to a Committee of nine, to be appointed 
by the Chair. 

The Chair then, turning to the délegation, said: 

Brethren, we are glad to see you, and to hear your words. We 
hope it will be convenient for you to spend some days with us— 
sharing the hospitalities of our people, and preaching in our pulpits. 
We invite you to be at home anywhere within our bar, or if it please 
you it will please us better that you be seated on the platform. Mean- 
time, the matter of your coming and of your communication will be 
taken by the Conference under most respectful consideration, and in 
due time a response will be returned. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and the benedic- 
tion by Lovick Pierce. 


Saturday Morning, May 9, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 
~ Religious exercises were conducted by Carroll Long. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

W. J. Stafford, Reserve, lay delegate in place of W. J. Parks, lay 
delegate from the Arkansas Conference, appeared and took his seat. 

J. E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of said committee, which was recommitted on 
Friday, May 8. The Report was read, and laid on the table under 
the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. I. 


1. The memorial from the Louisiana Conference, and a petition 
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from a number of German preachers, belonging to the Texas and 
Louisiana Annual Conferences, praying the General Conference to 
establish a German Mission Conference, embracing in its boundaries 
the States of Louisiana and Texas. We have had the same under 
consideration, and unanimously recommend the formation of sucha 
Conference at the earliest practicable period, to be known as the 
German Mission Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

2. The resolution, signed T. W. Moore, for the Florida Conference 
delegation, asking that the Discipline be so changed as to place Key 
West, in the Florida Conference, in the list of exceptions to the four 
- years, limitation of the pastorate has been considered, and the com- 
mittee unanimously recommend the adoption of the resolution ;' and 
recommend that Chap. 3, Sec. 2, Ans. 2, to Ques. 3, p. 61, be so 
amended as to read: ‘‘To fix the appointments of the preachers in 
the Annual Conferences: provided, he shall not allow any preacher to 
remain in the same circuit or station more than four years successively, 
except the preachers stationed in Key West, Florida Conference, the 
book agents and editors, authorized by the General Conference, Sec- 
retary of the Missionary Board, the supernumerary and superannuated 
preachers,’’ etc. 

3. The resolution, signed by W. M. Rush and J. C. Wills, asking 
that ‘‘when an institution of learning is under the control of two or 
more Annual Conferences, it shall be Zaw/w/ for the Bishop, presiding 
at the Conference within whose bounds the institution is located, to 
appoint to the pastoral charge of such institution, and of the congre- 
gation with which it is locally connected, a member of either of the 
patronizing Conferences, without disturbing his Conference relations 
by transfer,’’ has been duly weighed and considered, and the com- 
mittee, by a large majority, recommend that the resolution be mot 
adopted. 

4. The resolution, signed by G. M. Winton and George M. Jones, 
asking that the law fixing the membership of Quarterly and District 
Conferences be so amended as to constitute superannuated preachers 
members of the Conference (Quarterly and District), within the 
bounds of which they may reside, whether within or beyond the. 
limits of the Annual Conferences to which they may respectively 
belong, has been patiently considered, and the committee concur in 
recommending to the General Conference the propriety of so amend- 
ing Chap. 2, Sec. 3, paragraph 2, p. 48, of the Discipline, as to read: 
‘The District Conference shall’ be composed of all the preachers in 
the District, traveling ‘and local, including superannuated preachers 


418 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF | [Aay, 


(whether resident without or within the limits of the Annual Confer- 
ences to which they belong), and of laymen, the number of whom, 
and their mode of appointment, each Annual Conference may 
determine for itself.’’ And so to amend Chap. 2, Sec. 4, and Ans. to 
Ques. I, p. 50, as to read: ‘‘All the traveling and local preachers, 
including superannuated preachers residing within the circuit or 
station (whether without or within the limits of the Annual Confer- 
ences to which they belong), with the exhorters, stewards, trustees, 
and class-leaders, of the respective circuits, stations, missions, to- 
gether with the superintendents of Sunday-schools who are members 
of the Church, and secretaries of Church Conferences, and none 
others.’”’ ; 

5. The committee recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution, viz: . 

Resolved, That the Gtneral Book Agent be requested to furnish 
each of the secretaries of the Annual Conferences, respectively, with 
a copy of the Journal of the General Conference, to be kept with the 
records of the Conference. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

T. J. Magruder, Chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 1 of said committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS, NO. I. 

Resolved, 1. Vhat in this, our first report, we would record our 
profound gratitude to Almighty God for the large success that has 
attended the Sunday-school cause during the past four years, and we 
pray that the Holy Spirit may be poured out on ministers and people, 
until the energies of all shall be enlisted to fulfill the Master’s com- 
mand: ‘‘Feed my lambs.” 

Resolved, 2. That among the many instrumentalities employed by 
the Church, the establishment of the Sunday-school secretaryship has 
been especially successful, and we recommend that it be continued. 

Resolved, 3. That we commend the Rey. A. G. Haygood for the 
faithful manner in which he has performed the duties of his office, and 
tender him the thanks of all the Sunday-school workers in our bounds 
for the assistance rendered them in the Magazine and Uniform 
Lessons. T. J. Macruper, Chairman. 

Also Report No. 2, of the same committee, which was read, and 
laid on the table under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 2. 


Whereas, memorials have been referred to us by the General Con- 
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ference coming from Holston; Missouri, South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, Memphis, Mississippi, Louisiana, and White River Annual Con- 
ferences, and from Lexington District Conference, West St., Louis; . 
Hannibal District Conference, Missouri; Dalton District Conference, 
Georgia; also sundry resolutions from, members of the General Con- 
ference, praying that the Superintendents of Sunday-schools shall be 
nominated by the preacher in charge, and: elected by the Quarterly 
Conference: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Discipline be so amended that Ans, 2 to Ques. 
1, Sec. 5, p. 114, shall receive the following addition: 

‘‘And shall confirm or reject annually. the nomination of Superin- 
tendents of Sunday-schools, made by the officers and teachers of such 
schools, with the approval of the pastor in charge.’’ 

The article so amended on page 114, Ans. 2 to Ques.1, Sec. 5, shall 
read thus: 

‘‘Kach Quarterly Conference shall be deemed a Board of Managers, 
having the supervision of all the Sunday-schools and, Sunday-school 
Societies within its limits, and shall.confirm or reject ;the nomination 
of Superintendents of Sunday-schools, made by the officers and teach- 
ers of such schools, with the approval of the pastor in charge.’’ 

T. J. Macruper, Chairman. 

Linus Parker, from that committee, asked the privilege to present a 
Minority Report No. 2, at a subsequent period. The privilege was 
granted. 

A resolution of J. L. de Yampert and C.. Pope,, relating tothe 
placing of a work on Vocal. Music in the Course of Study, which had 
been referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools, was transferred to 
the Bishops. 

J. W. Hanner, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, asked that 
a resolution of L. S. Reed and others, relating to,appointments in 
districts, referred to said committee, also a resolution signed W. J. 
Scott, H. J. Adams, and others, in reference to evangelists, referred 
to said committee, be transferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
’ They were so transferred. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

SouTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—A memorial from Marion District 
Conference concerning local preachers. Referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

NortH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial respecting temperance. 
Referred to the Committee on ‘Temperance. 

SourH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial signed by L. Pierce, S. 
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Anthony, J. S. Key, and W. H. Ellison, on Church Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Also one on baptized children. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. e 

Also one, by the same, on the trial of Church-members. Referred 
to the Committee on Church Trials. 

W. A. McCarty and Linus Parker offered a resolution in reference 
to the representation of local preachers in the General Conference. 
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. B. McFerrin presented a communication containing an Exhibit 
of the Publishing House from 1858 to 1862, heretofore missing, but 
now found and presented as a part of the history of the House. Read 
and referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

J. B. McFerrin presented a communication from Young J. Allen, 
Missionary to China, respecting Missions in China and Japan. Re- 
ferred'to the Committee on Missions. 

H. J. Adams, W. J. Scott, J. M. Beall, and T. M. Meriwether, 
offered a-resolution on Bible-reading classes. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Bible Cause. 

W. M. Leftwich and A. T. Scruggs offered a resolution in regard to 
the pastoral term. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

F. E. Pitts and J. W. Whitten offered a resolution favoring the 
establishment of a Mission in Brazil. Referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

W. S. Black and others, of the North Carolina delegation, offered a 
resolution’ as to the power of changing the place of holding the Dis- 
trict Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. Hz. Bobbitt, and other delegates of the North Carolina Confer- 
ence, offered a resolution on local preachers reporting their labors 
to the fourth Quarterly Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. : 

* J. M. McTeer and C. Long offered a resolution concerning a change 
in the boundaries of the Holston Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Minority Report No. 2 of the Committee on Sunday-schools was 
presented by J. L. Davis and others. Read and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 2. 
To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South: 
DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: ~The undersigned minority of the 
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Committee on Sunday-schools, disagreeing with the majority of that 
committee in reference to the manner of electing Sunday-school Super- 
intendents, beg leave to present the following Report to the General 
Conference on that subject, and ask that it be adopted in lieu of Report 
No. 2 of the majority: 

Whereas, no specific rule is laid down in the Discipline for the elec- 
tion of Sunday-school Superintendents; and whereas, analogy and the 
reason of things indicate that the election of superintendents should 
be under the immediate control of the Quarterly Conference; and 
whereas, a large number of the Annual and District Conferences within 
our Connection have memorialized the General Conference to adopt a 
rule making the office of Sunday-school Superintendent elective by 
the Quarterly Conference; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we recommend to the General Conference that Ans. 
2 to Ques. 4, Sec. 4, p. 51 of the Discipline, be amended by adding 
thereto the following: And to elect Superintendents of Sunday-schools 
on the nomination of the preacher in charge, so that said answer, as 
amended, shall read as fellows: 

2. Tesuperintend the interests of Sunday-schoo's end the instruction 
or children, and to elect Superintendents of Sunday-sckhoo!s on nomi- 

-pnation of the preacher in charge. 
James L. Davis, 
THomas C, SMITH, 
J. D. Tuomas, 
Joun FE. RYLAND, 
Joun 1. MorTtey, 
Linus PARKER, 
Morris K. TAyior, 
F, W. Earnest, 
J. W. Goan} 
J. G. WaLKER. 


J.. H. McLean and others, of the ‘irinity Conference, offered a reso- 
lution deprecating the transfer of a part cf the territory of said Con- 
ference to the East Texas Conference. Referred to the Committee on © 
Boundaries. 

R. Pollard, and other delegates -of the Virginia Conference, offered 
a resolution on the appointment of stewards. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

The Chair announced the members of the Committee on Fraternal 
Greetings of the M. E. Church, as follows: 


5 
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COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS FROM THE M. E. CHURCH. 


Baltimore Conference, A. W. Wilson; Louisiana, L. Parker; Ten- 
nessee, A. L. P. Green; Kentucky, C. W. Miller; Texas, R. Alexan- 
der; Holston, R. W. Jones; Virginia, F. H. Smith; Little Rock, John 
L. de Yampert; Missouri, D. K. Pittman; with the request, the Gen- 
eral Conference concurring, that Dr. L. Pierce act with the commit- 
tee, as his health and.strength may allow. 

L. D. Palmer, L. J. Davies, and J. B. Hunnicutt, offered a resolu- 
tion favoring the change of the word ‘‘present’”’ in the Discipline, 
Chap?)6)'Seé. 4, ‘p)'126;" 7th line} to" prosectitel?”? ") Referred tothe 
Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, Report No. 1 of the Committee on 
Revisal, laid on the table May 8 (see page 411), was taken up. 

W. E. M. Linfield moved to strike out the words, ‘‘provided the 
Annual Conferetice so direct,’’ from the first item of the report. 

On motion of °H. A. C. Walker, the motion to amend was lzid on 
the table. 

H. J. Adams offered the following substitute fcr.said item: 

“That the Recording Stewards be required to send the records of 
Quarterly Conferences to the Annual Conferences annuaily for inspec- 
tion.’”’ 

On moticn of L. S. Burkhead, the substitute was laid on the table. 

After considerable discussion, the vote was taken, division called 
for, and the item was lost by a vote of 121 to roo. 

On motion of S. Bobo, item 2 was laid on the table. 

A motion of W. G. Veal, to amend item 12 by striking out ‘six’? 
and inserting ‘three,’ was lost. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the item was amended by inserting 
the words, ‘‘the Quarterly Conference to which he may apply,’’ and 
then adopted. 

The report thus amended was adopted. 

H. A. Bourland, H. Pritchett, and C. I. Vandeventer, offered a 
resolution favoring changes in the office for the Baptism of Children. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of the Secretary, the Conference then adjourned, with 
the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 11, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair, 
Religious exercises were conducted by F. E. Pitts. 
The Minutes were reac and approved. 
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Bishop Paine then took the chair, and called for Reports of Stand- 
ing Committees. 

W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read. 

H. F. Johnson offered an amendment, as follows: 

“* Provided, That the Book Agent and Book Committee shall not 
have authority to consummate the transfer, but shall report their 
action to the next General Conference.”’ 

The amendment was not adopted. 

The following amendment was then offered by C. I. Vandeventer 
and A. H. Redford: 

‘“* Provided, ‘The Publishing Agent (at Nashville) and the Book 
Committee shall not transfer the property referred to, without the 
consent of the patronizing Conferences.” 

Pending the discussion of this amendment, on motion of W. M. 
Leftwich, the Report, with the proposed amendment, was recom- 
mitted. 

J. W. Hanner, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read, and laid on the 
table under the rules. It is as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 2. 

Your committee have considered sundry resolutions and memorials, 
and offer the following as the result of their deliberations: 

1. A resolution of Trusten Polk and A. T. Scruggs, reeommending 
that the word ‘‘amount,’’ in Ans. to Ques. 6, on page roo, of Disci- 
pline, Chap. 2, Sec. 15, be stricken out, and the ‘‘answer’’ be so 
amended that the paragraph shall read: . 

‘¢ 4ns. To attend the District Stewards’ meeting for the purpose of 
estimating the traveling expenses of the Presiding Elder, and to 
apportion the same and such other amounts as are to be raised on the 
District among the several chfarges; and to report the same to his 
Quarterly Conference and Board of Stewards.’’ With this recom- 
mendation your committee concur. 

2. A paper signed P..A. Peterson, J. E. Edwards, and others, 
providing for rearrangement of the business of Quarterly Conferences. 

Resolved, That the following Order of Business in Quarterly Con- 
ferences be substituted for that now contained in the Book of Disci- 
pline, from item ‘“‘1st.’’ in the general ‘Ans.’ to Ques. 5, Chap. 2, 
See. a4, Pn 35 TO, Sen ge ON). Deiaye WIZ: 

1. Are there any appeals? 

2. Are there any complaints ? 
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3. Is there a written report from the preacher in charge of the 
number and state of the Sunday-schools, and of the pastoral instruc- 
tion of children? 

4. Is there a written report from the preacher in charge on the 
general state of the Church ? 

(Let this report embrace the names of those baptized, or in any 
other way received into the Church, and of those who have died, 
removed, withdrawn, or have been expelled during the quarter. ) 

5. What’ amount has been estimated by the Board of Stewards for 
the support of the preacher in charge (and his assistant) for the year ? 
[t-orz2]] 

6. What amounts have been apportioned to this charge by the 
District Stewards— 

(1) For Presiding Elder ? 

(2) For Bishops? 

(3) For Conference claimants ? 

7. What amount has been raised the present quarter for the support 
of the:ministry, and how has it been applied ? 

(Let the answer to this question embrace only the sums raised and 
paid on the claims of the Presiding Elder and the preacher. ) 

8. What has been raised the present quarter for other objects ? 

(Let the answer to this question embrace the sums raised for all 
other purposes, not included by the preceding report. ) 

9. Who are elected Stewards for the ensuing Conference-year? [4] 

10. Who is elected Recording Steward? [4] 

11. Who is elected District Steward? [4] 

12. Are there any reports from the Trustees of Church-property? [4] 

13. Who are elected to fill vacancies in Boards of Trustees ? 

14. Are there any applications for license to preach or exhort ? 

15. Are there any applications for recommendations to the Annual 
Conference to be admitted or readmitted on trial into the traveling 
connection? [4] 

16. What local preachers are recommended to the Annual Confer- 
ence for ordinatiom? [4] 

17. Have the local: preachers and exhorters passed in examination 
of character, and have their licenses been renewed ? 

18. Is there a Church Register belonging to the charge, and has it 
been faithfully kept? [4] 

19. Have the General Rules been read ? 

20. What is doing for the cause of missions? 

21. Is there any miscellaneous business ? 
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, 22. Where shall-the next session of the Quarterly Conference be 
held ? 

(At the fourth Quarterly Conference let the report of the full 
statistics be called for that are to be reported at the ensuing Annual 
Conference. ) 

Questions marked [1-or 2] [4] are to be asked only at the Quarterly 
Conferences indicated by the number. 

Item 3. The recommendation of ‘‘the Address of the Bishops,”’ 
that the word ‘‘one,’’ on page 80, Chap. 3, Sec. 7, Ques. 2, Ans. 1, 
be stricken out, and that ‘‘two’’ be put in leu thereof, so that the 
amended paragraph shall read : 

** dns. No one shall be elected and ordained, who has not been ¢wo 
years in the regular itinerant work, except such as may be selected by 
the Bishop for missionary work, when the Annual Conference shall 
have authority to elect to the deacon’s office sooner, if the Conference 
judge it expedient.’’ 

And also, that the word ‘‘one’’ on page 81, Chap. 3, Sec. 7, in 
Ans. to Ques. 2, be stricken out, and ‘‘two’’ inserted, so that the 
paragraph, as amended, shall read: 

** Ans. Every traveling deacon shall have been elected a deacon for 
two years before he be eligible to the office of elder; except in the 
case of missionaries, when, the Annual Conference shall have authority 
to elect to the elder’s office sooner, if the Conference judge it expedi- 
ent.’’ With this recommendation your committee concur. 

4. A paper proposing to substitute the word ‘‘two’’ for ‘‘six,’’ on 
page 39, Chap. 2, Sec. 2, in Ans. to Ques. 1; so that the paragraph, 
as amended, shall read: 

‘¢2, The lay members shall be chosen annually by the District 
Conferences: provided, that no one shall bea representative who is 
not twenty-five years of age, and who has not been for ¢wo years, 
next preceding his election, a member of the Church.’’ In recom- 
mending this proposition your committee concur. 

5. In respect of a memorial from Edenton St. Charles. Church, 
Raleigh, N. C., relating to the spiritual state of children, your com- 
mittee deem any legislation whatever entirely unnecessary. 

6. With a memorial from the Mississippi Conference requiring that 
candidates for Church-membership shall be asked whether they will 
abstain from intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and from the sale 
thereof, except for medical or sacramental purposes, your committee 
recommend son-concurrence. 

7. With sundry memorials recommending the Church records to be 
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sent to Quarterly Conferences for inspection, your committee do zor 
concur. 

8. With a paper signed by J. H. McLean and J. M. Binkley, pro- 
posing but one Board. of Trustees for each circuit, your committee 
recommend zoz-concurrence. 

g. With a memorial from Virginia Conference recommending that 
trustees be zo¢ members of Quarterly Conferences, by virtue of office, 
your committee do mo¢ concur. 

10. With a resolution of J. W. Whitten and A. West, recommend- 
ing that Ans. 8, of Ques. 4, Chap. 3, Sec. 4, p. 53, be so changed as 
to read, ‘‘To-see that all its proceedings be faithfully recorded by a 
‘secretary,’’ etc., your committee do wot concur. } 

tr, With the resolution of O. J. Moore and others, that traveling 
preachers be allowed to vote in the election of lay delegates, your 
committee recommend moz-concurrence. 

12. On the subject of District Trustees, referred to your committee 
by two papers from the South Carolina Conference, we offer for 
adoption the following items to be put into the Discipline on page 
ror; Chap.. 3, Sec. 16, after Ans. to°Ques. 1, viz 

“2, Trustees for District property may be appointed by the Quar- 
terly Conference of the circuit or station where such’ property is 
located; or if in a city where there are two or more pastoral charges, 
by the Quarterly Conference which the Presiding Elder may designate. 
The Presiding Elder shall have the right of nomination, subject to 
confirmation or rejection by the Quarterly Conference.”’ 

Next—Add to item ‘‘ 4,’’ page 102: ‘‘3. Where a District Board 
of Trustees is appointed by a Quarterly Conference, such Board shall 
hold the same relations in all respects to the Conferences so appoint- 
” Furthermore, that after item ‘‘ 4,’’ page 102, this item be 


ing. a 
inserted: 

*¢4. When two or more circuits or stations shall be united, the 
Board of Trustees shall, by such action, be considered dissolved ; 
and the Quarterly Conference of the new circuit or station shall 
sappoint a Board of Trustees, as provided for in Ans. 1 to Ques. 1 
of this Section.”’ 

_ Then let the notation of Sec. 16, pages tor, 102, be conformed to 
these additions. 

13. Memorial from Virginia Conference in respect of establishing 
District schools, is respectfully returned to the General Conference, 
with a request that it be referred to the Committee on Education. 

14. A resolution of J. L. de Yampert and others, which recom- 
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mends to insert on page 73, Chap. 3, Sec. 4, after paragraph rs, and 
change notations, the following: ' 

‘76. ‘To make a written report of the condition of all the claim- 
ants on the Conference collection within his pastoral charge, at each 
Annual Conference, to be submitted to the Joint Board of Finance;”’ 
is by your committee concurred in. 

15. With a resolution of F. W. Earnest and W. G. E. Cunnyngham, 
that paragraph 15, page 73, be so changed as to require that a state- 
ment of Sunday-schools, scholars, etc., in each circuit, etc., be subject 
to Quarterly Conference revision, your committee recommend noz- 
concurrence. 

16. With a memorial from North Georgia Conference, asking that 
candidates for Church-membership be required to meet in class once 
a week for three months, and give satisfactory evidence to the leader 
of their desire to ‘‘flee from the wrath to come,’’ your committee 
recommend that you do of concur. 

17. The petition of Columbia District Conference, South Carolina 
Conference, touching the appointment, duty, and relation of a District 
Steward, has been heard, and your committee recommend that the 
prayer be zo¢ answered. 

18. A resolution of the Arkansas Conference which recommends 
that the General Conference so amend the Book of Discipline, page 
too, Chap. 3, Sec. 15, Ans. to Ques. 5, as to read: ‘‘And to have 
the same at the Quarterly Conference.’’ Paragraph as amended : 

“‘4Ans. To preserve the records of the Quarterly Conference and 
report to the Joint Board of Finance of the Annual Conference a full 
account of the acts of his Board of Stewards, the preceding year, and 
to have the same at the Quarterly Conference.’’ With this recom- 
mendation your committee concur. 

1g. A memorial from South Carolina Conference relating to the 
manner of withdrawal from our Church, and a resolution of T. 
Y. Ramsey and A. C. Allen requesting that the Secretary of an 
Annual Conference give a probationer, when discontinued, a certifi- 
cate, have been also considered, and it is recommended that you do 
not concur. 

Respectfully submitted. Joun W. Hanner, Chairman. 

F. H. Smith, lay delegate of the Virginia Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence after to-day. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. * 

» L. Pierce, N. H. D. Wilson, and others, offered a resolution asking 
authority for a Bishop and Annual Conference to appoint a preacher 
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beyond the bounds of the Annual Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

J. W. Hinton, H. A. C. Walker, and W..S. Black, offered a resolu- 
tion favoring an amendment of the Discipline in regard to the divi- 
sion of the Stewards’ collections between the Presidimg Elders and 
preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

T. W. Moore and S. Woodbery offered a resolution in regard to 
Quarterly Conference Reports. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A. A. Coleman and A. R. Winfield offered a resolution favoring a 
change in the pastoral term. Referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

H. H. Montgomery and W. P. Barton: offered a resolution on the 
boundaries of the Mississippi and North Mississippi Conferences. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

H. H. Montgomery and C. G. Andrews offered a resolution on the 
establishing of a mission in Guatemala. Referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 

Also,a resolution favoring EjSiscopal visitations to China. Referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the President and Secretary of the Board of Missions 
be, and they are hereby, requested to lay before the Committee on 
Missions what information they may have in relation to the operations 
of our brother, the Rev. Mr. Newman and his Methodist people in 
the Province of Santo Paulo, in. the southern portion of the Empire 
of Brazil; and that said committee be instructed to consider and report 
on the propriety of establishing a mission in said province. 

FEF. EePrrers) 
J. E. Evans. 

W. M. Leftwich, W. M. Rush, and A. T. Scruggs, offered a resolu- 
tion in regard to the expediency of establishing branch houses for the 
sale of our publications. Referred to the Committee on Books and 
Periodicals. 

C. I, Vandeventer, W. M. Rush, and James L. Davis, offered a resolu- 
tion favoring a law prescribing the duties of District Conference Sec- 
retaries and Recording Stewards. Referrel to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

J. H. McLean and J. M. Binkley offered a resolution on the bound- 
aries of Trinity and Louisiana Conferences. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. x 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Itinerancy, laid on the table 
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Saturday, May 9, was taken up. On motion of J. E. Evans, item 1 
was amended by striking out ‘‘German Mission Conference of the 
M. E. Church, South,’’ and inserting ‘‘ The German Mission Confer- 
ence of Texas and Louisiana.’’ 

A motion of W. M. Rush to strike out the word ‘‘not’’ in item 3 
was lost. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

On motion of W. Shapard, the following communication of the 
Bishops, laid on the table under the rules Thursday, May 7, was taken 
up and adopted: 


REPLY TO THE REQUEST MADE OF THE COLLEGE OF BISHOPS IN THE FOL- 
_LOWING RESOLUTION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, REFERRED TO 
YESTERDAY, MAY 6. 


“‘Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to consider the subject of 
the election and ordination of native-born missionaries in foreign 
stations, and suggest to this Conference what legislation, if any, is 
necessary on this subject.’’ 

The Bishops recommend that the following Ques. and Ans. be 
inserted in the Discipline at the bottom of page 82: 

Ques. 4. What shall be done in the case of missionaries and native 
preachers in foreign lands, where there is no Annual Conference? 

Ans. The Bishop in charge;of the Mission shall have authority to 
ordain to the office of deacon and elder, on the recommendation of 
the superintendent and resident missionary; or, if there be none, at 
his discretion. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries, laid on the table 
Friday, May 8, was taken up and acted upon item by item. Item 1 
was adopted. 

Item 2 was read, and F. M. Kennedy moved: that it be stricken out. 

On motion of P. Tuggle, the motion to strike out was laid on the 
table, and the item was adopted. 

Items 3 and 4 were adopted. 

Item 5 was read. R. H. Powell moved to postpone till to-morrow. 
It was not postponed. 

On motion of J. H. Brigham, the last vote was reconsidered, and 
on motion of J. E. Evans the item was laid on the table for the present. 

Item 6 was taken up, and the following substitute, offered by A. 
Adams, F. E. Adams, E. K. Miller, and George Sim, was adopted: 

The undersigned beg to offer the following as an amendment to 
Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries: That the line of the, 
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Pacific and Los Angeles Conferences be the line dividing the counties 
of Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Kerne, and Tulare, to the point inter- 
secting the present line of the Los Angeles Conference, and thence 
easterly, without farther change of boundary line. 

The farther consideration of the report was postponed. 

T. Christian, lay delegate of the Mississippi Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence after to-day. 

S. Bobo, lay delegate of the South Carolina delegation, was placed 
on the Committee of Nine on Fraternal Greetings, in place of F. H. 
Smith, of the Virginia delegation. 

G. B. Hester, lay delegate of the Indian Mission Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence after today. Also W..R. Webb, lay 
delegate of the Tennessee Conference. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Secretary. 


Tuesday Morning, May 12, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Paine in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by E. E. Wiley. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair, and called for reports of standing 
committees. 

J. E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read and adopted, as 
follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 2. 


1. The paper signed A. A. Coleman and A. R. Winfield, asking for 
a change in the Discipline limiting the appointment of preachers to 
circuits or stations to ¢wo years successively, has been considered, and 
the committee unanimously concur in recommending that the change 
be vot made. 

2. The resolution from the North Georgia Conference requesting 
- the insertion in the Discipline of a provision ‘* empowering the presid- 
ing Bishop of an Annual Conference to appoint one or more evangel- 
zsts to travel at large within the bounds of said Conference,’’ has 
received the careful attention of the committee, and by a decided 
majority they recommend son-concurrence. 

3. The resolution signed by W. M. Leftwich and A. T. Scruggs, 
asking for an expression of opinion as to the /egadity of “continuing 
an effective traveling preacher ten or fifteen years in one pastoral 
charge by the appointment of Bishops* and Presiding Elders,’’ has_ 
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been considered, and the committee recommend that, as the paper 
relates to the administration of the Bishops, it be respectfully referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

T. J. Magruder, Chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 3 of the said committee, which was read, dis- 
cussed, and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 3. 


The Sunday-school Committee submit the following as Report No. 3: 

1. On the memorial from North Alabama, asking for a uniform method 
of conducting Sunday-schools, the committee deem it inexpedient to 
enact any rule. 

2. The committee has considered the memorial of Messrs. Gillett 
and Joyce, praying the General Conference to define more definitely 
the relation of the pastor to the Sunday-school, beg leave to refer the 
memorialists to the Discipline, in which we think this relation is clearly 
settled. 

3. The resolution of Messrs. Fleming and Hiner, asking for two 
volumes of Catechisms, one on the History, and the other on the 
Economy, of the M. E. Church, South, was respectfully considered, 
and the committee decide that it is inexpedient at present. 

4. Resolutions were referred to the committee in reference to the 
International Uniform Text, and also in reference to the character of 
the lessons in Our Little People. The committee submit the following: 

Resolved, t. That we recommend the continuance of the present 
system, inaugurated by our Sunday-school Secretary. 

Resolved, 2. That we request our Sunday-school Secretary to con- 
tinue Our*Little People, but we ask him to simplify the lessons, and 
give them in the form of question and answer. 

T. J. MacrupDer, Chairman. 

Also Report No. 4 of said committee, which was read and laid on 
the table under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 4. 


Various resolutions in reference to the catechetical instruction of 
our children have been considered, and the following report is sub- 
mitted : 

Resolved, t. That Ans. 4, p. 114, of Discipline, to the question, 
‘¢What directions are given concerning Sunday-schools?’’ be stricken 
from the book, and the following be substituted as the answer: 

The Superintendents of our Sunday-schools shall see that our infant 
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classes are faithfully instructed in Capers’s Catechism, No. 1, and that 
the Wesleyan series be used after that by the different classes, accord- 
ing to their advancement. 
Resolved, 2. That the answer on page 114, now marked 3, be. put 
last in order, and be marked 4, and the new answer be marked 3. 
T. J. Macruper, Chairman. 


Trusten Polk, Chairman of the Committee on Education, presented 
Report No. 1 of said committee, which was read, discussed, and _ 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. I. 


To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South. 

RESPECTED AND BELOVED. BRETHREN :—Your Committee on Educa- 
tion have had under consideration the resolutions of the Missouri Con- 
ference, and also the memorial of the West St. Louis Conference, and, 
after full deliberation thereon, they recommend that the measures pro- 
posed by them be not adopted. 

And as to the memorial of the North Alabama Conference, the com- 
mittee have instructed its Chairman to report to this body the follow- 
ing resolutions: . 

Resolved, That we do not concur in the memorial presented by the 
North Alabama Conference, but in lieu thereof, recommend the adop- 
tion of the following: Py 

Resolved, That this General Conference earnestly recommend that 
hereafter in the management of our institutions of learning, the major- 
ity of the managers should, in every case, be members of the M. E. 
Church, South—so far.as the laws of the different States allow—and 
our brethren are hereby requested to look carefully to this point in 
selecting the officers and trustees of such institutions. 

And as to the memorial of the Fayette. District Conference, of the 
Missouri Conference, while this committee concur in the sentiments 
and wishes therein expressed as to the great importance of a general 
and thorough system of Christian and denominational education, yet 
they cannot recommend this Conference to adopt the plan and meas- 
ures indicated in the memorial. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
TRUSTEN PoLk, Chairman. 


Capt. Pinckney Varbel, through E. W. Sehon, extended an invitation 
to the Conference to take an excursion on his steamboat at 5 p.m. The 
invitation was accepted with thanks. 
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W.-C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read. 

W. J. Scott, W. G. Coe, C. M. Miller, and J. F. White, offered the 
following substitute, which was read, discussed, and laid on the table: 

‘Resolved, That the Book Agent and Book Committee be in- 
structed to avoid all increase of the present liabilities of the Publishing 
House, except such as are indispensable to the completion of the new 
Publishing House, and the proper carrying on of its regular business.’’ 

H, F. Johnson and C. G. Andrews offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“* Provided that the transfer shall not be made if the debts and 
liabilities of our Publishing House shall thereby be increased.”’ 

On motion of E. E. Wiley, the question was then put; and the 
amendment was adopted. : 

The Report thus amended, was then adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 2. 


Your committee to whom was recommitted Report No. 2, concern- 
ing the communication of Logan D. Dameron, proposing negotiations 
for the transfer of the property of the South-western Book and 
Publishing Company, at St. Louis, to the Southern Methodist Publish- 
ing House, have again duly considered their report; and with it they 
have also considered the amendment referred to them, offered by C. 
I. Vandeventer and A. H. Redford, in these words: 

“Provided that the: Book Agent and Book Committee take no 
steps toward effecting the proposed transfer of property without the 
consent of the patronizing Conferences.”’ 

In view of the fact that the property, being owned by stockholders, 
can be transferred without the consent of ‘‘the patronizing Confer- 
ences,’’ your committee do not think that the above proviso should be 
accepted by them, or adopted by the General Conference. 

Your committee perfectly understand that the financial condition 
of the Publishing House at this time would not warrant the purchase 
of the property at St. Louis. But this difficulty perhaps may be 
obviated by future events, and particularly by the terms of the 
transfer. ‘ 

The following resolution is offered again for adoption by the Gene- 
ral Conference, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Book Agent, with the Book Committee, be 
authorized to negotiate for the transfer of the property of the South- 
western Book and Publishing Company, at St. Louis, to the Southern 


434 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF ; [ May, 


Methodist Publishing House, if such transfer can be effected without 
damage to the publishing interests of the Church: prowided that 
the transfer shall not be made if the debts and liabilities of our 
Publishing House shall thereby be ingreased. 
Respectfully submitted. W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Finance, in relation to the sup- 
port of the ministry, was presented by Milton Brown, Chairman of 
said committee, which was read, and laid on the table under the rules. 
It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, NO. I. 


Whereas ‘‘The Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel;’’ and whereas the duty of providing for 
the support of the ministry properly devolves on the lay member- 
ship of the Church, and it is their duty, as far as possible, to relieve 
the preachers of the gospel from the necessity of making public col- 
lections—a thing always disagreeable and embarrassing to those who 
have an eye single to the care of souls and not of money—and some- 
times impairing their influence for good, by giving the wicked an 
opportunity of appealing to popular prejudice by insinuations and 
charges of sordid motives, your Committee of Finance, composed en- 
tirely of lay members, has had this subject under advisement as a 
matter of great importance to the advancement of our holy religion. 

At our first interview as a committee, we had among ourselves a 
great variety of opinions as to the best mode of making collections 
for the support of the ministry, growing chiefly out of personal 
experience and local usages. We had all, or nearly all of us, at some 
period of our lives been stewards; and each one of us was inclined 
to think that the plan of collection to which he had been accustomed 
was the best. We listened to various plans, and the experience of 
those who had worked under them, and found that no plan could be 
presented to which no objections could be raised. 

But we all agreed that our present disciplinary plan is defective: 

The Discipline does not declare with sufficient force of language 
the duty of every member to contribute to the support of the ministry. 

2. It does not declare with sufficient force and energy of language 
the obligation resting on those who, at the beginning of the Confer- 
ence-year, agree to pay given amounts and then fail to keep their 
promises, leaving others to save the credit of the Church by paying 
what they have promised and then failed to pay. 

To remedy this, in as mild a form as possible, the committee w/ant- 
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mously recommend the adoption of the following clause to be added 
to the Discipline—to Chap. 9, on page 145, add: 

‘*4,. Each member of the Church is expected to pay according to 
his (or her) several ability for the support of the ministry; and the 
Stewards of each station or circuit shall determine whether payments 
are to be made weekly, monthly, or quarterly, during the year. They 
shall then ascertain how much each member is able and willing to pay 
in the installments fixed by the Stewards; and whatever amount each 
member agrees to pay, he (or she) shail, be under solemn obligation 
to pay, and can only be released from this obligation by the order of 
the Stewards, or by vote of the Church Conference, for good cause 
shown.’’ MiILtTon Brown, Chairman. 

B. Craven, from the Special Committee on the Claims of the 
Publishing House against the United States Government, presented 
the report of said committee, which was read. 

A motion of W. H. Potter to recommit the report was, on motion 
of L. M. Lee, laid on the table. 

A motion of H. F. Johnson to postpone was, on motion of J. L. 
de Yampert, laid on the table. 

Resolution 1 was.amended by substituting for ‘‘Rev. R. Abbey, 
D.D.,’”’ ‘“‘The Commission appointed by the General Conference of 
1870.”’ 

Resolution 2, ‘“‘That R. Abbey, D.D., is hereby appointed a Com- 
missioner, on behalf of the Book Agent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and with the advice of the Book Agent, has full 
power to do all things necessary and proper in prosecuting said claim ; 
and the Book Agent is hereby.authorized to receive whatever sum of 
money. the Government of the United States may pay, and to receipt 
for the same,’’ was read; and W. H. Potter offered as a substitute, 
“‘that the Commission appointed by the General Conference of 1870 
be continued.”’ 

On motion of H. H. Montgomery, the substitute was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of H. A. C. Walker and J. E. Edwards, the following 
substitute was adopted: 

“¢‘ Resolved, That the Commission appointed in 1870 be, and hereby 
is, continued; that the Commission be composed of A. L. P. Green 
and A. H. Redford; and that the employment of Rev. R. Abbey, by 
the Commission as its Agent, meets the approval and receives the 
sanction of the General Conference; and that he be continued as 
Agent to prosecute the claim in question.’’ —, 
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The Report, as thus amended, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ,CLAIM OF THE PUBLISHING 
HOUSE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

Your committee have with patience and care examined the substance 
of the claim, the nature of the testimony by which it is supported, 
the course pursued and the results achieved by the Commission 
appointed by the General Conference of 1870, and the opinion, both 
of the Commission and their counsel, as to the final result. In our 
opinion, the claim has been justly and clearly presented, the Com- 
missioners have discharged their duty wisely. and faithfully, and we 
have good reason to believe that the Publishing House will receive 
proper compensation for the loss sustained, at no distant day. The 
apparent delay does not, in our opinion, arise from any indisposition 
on the part of the Government to admit and pay our claim, but from 
the immense amount of business in the department to which it is 
referred, and from the numerous and varied investigations incident to 
all such matters. 

The following resolutions are recommended for adoption by the 
Conference: 

Resolved, 1. That, by the occupation of the Southern Methodist 
Publishing House, in the city of Nashville, by the authorities of the 
United States, from 1862 to 1865, inclusive, a just claim has inured 
to the Publishing House for rents, damages, printing material, and 
other property, pressed into the service of the United States; which 
claim has been fairly and justly presented by the Commission appointed 
by the General Conference of 1870. 

Resolved, 2. That the Commission appointed in 1870 be, and hereby 
is, continued; that the Commission be composed of A. L. P. Green 
and A. H. Redford; and that the employment of Rev. R. Abbey, by 
the Commission as its Agent, meets the approval and receives the 
sanction of the General Conference; and that he be continued as 
Agent to prosecute the claim in question. 

JAMEs Jackson, Chairman 

A motion of H. J. Adams to prolong the session fifteen minutes, 
was lost. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 18, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 
Religious exercises were conducted by J. P. Duncan. 
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The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

On motion of H. J. Adams, the Rules were suspended to allow of 
the presentation of a paper to be referred to the Bishops. 

The paper was read and referred, as follows: f 

Be it resolved by the delegates of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in General Conference assembled, that the Bishops be requested 
to address a pastoral letter to our people, bringing prominently before 
them the social meetings of the Church; presenting their advantages 
and urging attendance upon them; setting forth the true meaning and 
intention of the General Conference of 1866, by its action respecting 
class-meetings; and, that in this address the obligation of every 
member of the Church to fast, to pray, to read the Holy Scriptures; 
and, of every head of a family, or of 2 household, to observe family 
prayer, be plainly, affectionately, yet earnestly enforcec; also, that 
they direct tne attention of the preachers and the laity to the frequent 
and increasing violation of that rule of the Discipline which forbids 
‘‘the taking such diversions as cannot be usec in the name of the 
Lord Jesus,’’ and make known to all who are entrusted with the 
administration cf the rules and regvlaticrs cf the Church, that this 
General Conizzence is profoundly convinced of the fact that 2 very im- 
portant werk now to be done by Bishops, Fresiding Elders, preachers. 
in charge, leaders, and stewards, is to unite in a patient, earnest, 
prayerful, faithful, judicious administration of Church discipline. 


H. J. Apams, James H. JOHNSON, 
L-PIERCE, Morris K. Taytor, 
jk WILLS, J. W. Wuirren, 
H. A. BouRLAND, J. W. Gaut, 
SAMUEL RODGETS, R. W. Jones, 
NELSON Hear, W. M. LErrwicu, 
A. W.WitLsor, N, Herp 

R. 3. ANDIRSON, W...F. WOK, 
JAMES jACKSCN, C. M. No:.an, 
Mil Oh, TM BEALE, 

J. B. HunmicurTt, V/. Ei. Beaitt, 

L. D. PALMER, ¥F, C. Rogsins, 

C, P. CRAWFORD, G. B. HEsTER, 

J. D. ANTHONY, A. G, Haycoop. 


__A. G. Haygood presented a communication from Jesse Boring, of 
the North Georgia Conference, referring to the Orphans’ Home, also: 
a resolution signed A. G. Haygood, T. M. Meriwether, S. Anthony, 
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J. Jackson, W. H. Fleming, and F. M. Kennedy, requesting the 
Committee on Revisal to inquire into the expediency of inserting in 
the Discipline the action taken by the General Conference of 1870, 
on the subject of orphans’ homes. — * 

L. M. Lee, Chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, returned 
a paper from the said committee in regard to an episcopal visit to 
China; which was transferred to the Committee on Missions. 

A. W. Boyd, lay delegate from Holston Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence on account of sickness. 

J. H. Thompson, lay delegate from Mississippi Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence. 

H. W. Foote, lay delegate from North Mississippi Conference, 
asked and obtained leave of absence for two days. 

R. Pollard, lay delegate from Virginia Conference; T. J. S. Kim- 
brough, lay delegate from Alabama Conference; B. A. Philpott, lay 
delegate from North-west Texas Conference, asked and obtained leave 
of absence. 

E. A. Martin was appointed in the place of B. A. Philpott, on the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

J. W. Hanser, Chairman cf the Committee cn Reévisal, presented 
Report No. 3 cf that committee, which was read, and laid on the 
table under the rules. it is as follows: 


REPORT CF THE COMMITTEE OWN REVISAL, NO. 3. 


After due inquiry and deliberation concerning various papers and 
resolutions referred to them, your committee offer the following con- 
clusions: 

1. A paper signed by C. Long and J. W. Gaut, proposing that 
Ques. 5, p. 54, Sec. 4, Chap. 2, be omitted, and made item 2 under 
Ques. 4, was indefinitely postponed. 

2. A paper prescried by G. A. Dannelly and others, on the order 
of business in Quarterly Conferences, was laid on the table. 

3. An elaborate paper signed by J. C. A. Clark and J. W. Hinton, 
was taken rp, item ry item, thoroughly considered, and, excepting 
three items which were laid on the table, your committee recommend 
non-CONC.rrence. 

4. The resolution of P. Tuggle and H. W. Foote, proposing to 
affix the word ‘‘South”’ to the Mississippi Conference, was read, and 
returned to the General Conference with the request that it be referred 
to ihe Committee on Boundaries. 

5. With a resolution of J. Wickersham and G. A. Dannelly, recom- 
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mending that Récording Stewards be ex officio members of District 
Conferences; also, of J. L. de Yampert and R. H. Powell, to change 
the form of certificate on pages 73 and 74, your committee do vot 
concur. 

6. A resolution of P. A. Pevesoe and J. E. Evans, recommending 
that the following, adopted by the General Conference of 1836, be 
put into the Discipline, and added to Ans. 6, under Ques. 4, Sec. 4, 
Chap. 2, p. 53, viz: 

**No recommendation from a Quarterly Conference to an State 
Conference shall be of any force, after the session of the Annual 
Conference next following the grant of such recommendation.”’ 

With this your committee concur. 

7. With a resolution of O. J. Moore and others, to strike out all 
after the word ‘‘except,’’ on page 38, paragraph 3, 7. ¢., ‘‘Such as 
involves ministerial character,’’ your committee, mem. con., do not 
concur. 

8. After considering the paper presented by J. E. Evans and G. A. 
Dannelly, in relation to persons holding certificates of Church- 
membership, your committee recommend that the following item be 
inserted after the form of certificate, pages 73 and 74, Chap. 3; Sec. 
4, paragraph 16: 

“<This certificate shall not be valid after twelve months, unless the 
holder show good cause why it was not sooner presented.’’ Paragraph 
as amended: ‘‘The bearer hereof, A. B., has been an acceptable 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in C. Station 
(circuit or mission), D. Conference. This certificate shall not be 
valid after twelve months, unless the holder show good cause why it 
was not sooner presented.’’ 

g. With the resolution of C. Pope and S. M. McGehee, recom- 
mending that Sec. 1, Chap. 2, Ans. to Ques. 1, p. 32, be so changed 
as to read, instead of ‘‘one-fourth of whom,’ ‘‘one or more of 
whom,’’ your committee do wof concur. 

‘To. The resolution of W. H. Fleming and A. Hunter, proposing to 
make the representative of an appellant a member of the Quarterly 
Conference, was read, and reported back to the General Conference 
with the request that it be referred to the Committee on Church Trials. 

Respectfully submitted. Joun W. Hanner, Chairman. 

A resolution referred to that committee was transferred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries; and another was transferred to the Committee 
on Church Trials. 

J. B. McFerrin, Chairman of the Committee on Temperance, pre- 
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sented the Report of that committee; W. Price, J. ta Stone, and H. 
F. Johnson, of said committee, presented a Minority Report No. 1; ° 
and W. A. McCarty, J. J. Wheat, and F. A. Connor, presented Minority 
Report No. 2 from said committee. ‘All three reports were read, and 
laid on the table under the rules. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


The Committee on Temperance beg leave to report that they have 
considered the memorial of the South Georgia Conference requesting 
the General Conference ‘‘to define or, if necessary, to enlarge the 
law of the Church on the subject of the distillation and sale of 


2? 


spirituous liquors;’’ the memorial of the Memphis Conference on 


“‘the manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors;’’ the resolution of 
the Lexington District Conference; the resolution of the Mexico 
District Conference, Missouri; the memorial of the Baltimore Con- 
ference asking ‘‘the restoration of Mr. Wesley’s original rule on 
temperance ;’’ the memorial from Walker county, Georgia; and the 
resolution offered by Daniel Morse and L. V. Greer; and offer for 
adoption by the General Conference, the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the General Rules, Chap. 1, Sec. 2, p. 27, of the 
Book of Discipline, be so altered that instead of ‘‘drunkenness or 
drinking spirituous liquors, unless in cases of necessity,’’ it shall read, 
as follows: 

‘‘Drunkenness or drinking spirituous. liquors, unless in cases of 
necessity, or making, buying, or selling them to be so used.”’ 


Respectfully submitted. J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 
MINORITY REPORT ON TEMPERANCE, NO. I. 


Strike out of the General Rules the following clause of the Disci- 
pline, page 27, which is as follows : 
‘‘Drunkenness or drinking spirituous liquors, unless in cases of 
necessity.” Then substitute the following: 
. “Making, buying, selling, or using, as a beverage, intoxicating 
liquors.’’ W. PRIcE, 
Joun H. STONE, 
H. F. Jonnson. 
MINORITY REPORT ON TEMPERANCE, NO. 2. 
» We, the undersigned, minority of the Committee on Temperance, 
dissenting from the majority report, beg leave to present the following: 


Whereas the General Rules of our Church, and the moral code of 
the New Testament, condemn, by fair implication, the manufacture 
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and sale of spirituous liquors to be used asa beverage; and whereas the 
College of Bishops, with entire unanimity, holds the opinion that the 
existing law is all sufficient for the arraignment and expulsion of offend- 
ers; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the existing law is sufficient, and that we need no 
farther legislation on this question. W. A. McCarry, 

' J. J. Wear, 
F, A. Connor. 

J. M. McTeer, C. Long, and E. E. Wiley, offered a resolution in 
regard to the supervision of Cherokee Indians. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

C. Long and J. M. McTeer offered a resolution on the boundaries 
of the Holston and North Georgia Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

A resolution of J. S. Geiger, J. E. Brodwater, and R. L. Bickel, to 
adjourn size die, May 21, was laid on the table. 

L. S. Burkhead and J. M. McTeer offered a resolution referring to 
the boundary between North Carolina and Holston Conferences. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries, 

A resolution of A. C. Allen and others to adjourn May 20, was laid 
on the table 

A resolution of J. S. Geiger and T. C. Frogge, referring to District 
Conferences and lay representation, was referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

H. F. Johnson and H. H. Montgomery offered a resolution on Epis- 
copal Districts. Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

W. Downtain, A. R. Winfield, T. S. Wade, and P. A. Peterson, 
offered a resolution on Church trials. Referred to the Committee on 
Church Trials. 

H. H. Montgomery and H. F. Johnson offered a resolution on , 
establishing a mission among the Choctaw Indians in the Mississippi 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

W. Downtain, R. Hiner, M. Evans, and J. W. Fitch, offered a reso- 
lution on the boundary between the Kentucky and Western Virginia 
Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

G. A. Dannelly and James Mackey offered a resolution on Sata: 

of Discipline. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. H. McLean, W. Howeth, J. M. Binkley, and M. H. Neely, offered 
a resolution favoring the change of the name of ‘Trinity Conference ’’ 
to ‘‘North Texas Conference.’’ Referred to the Committee on Boun- 


daries. 
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A. A. Coleman, J. Hamilton, and R. H. Powell, offered a resolution 
asking for a change in the Discipline, in Ans. 1, Ques. 2, Chap. 2, 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

M. Evans and R. Hiner offered a,resolution on the publication of 
blank forms for statistics. Referred to the Committee on Books and 
Periodicals. 

E. K. Miller and G. Sim offered'a resolution favoring the establish- 
ing of a mission to the Chinese in San Francisco. Referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

G. M. Winton and G. M. Jones offered a resolution asking for the 
appropriation of $1,000 for the circulation of Dr. Haygood’s Essay 
on Missions. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

A resolution of C. G. Smith and ‘IT. M. N. Jones, favoring afternoon 
sessions after to-day, was laid on the table. 

W.C. Johnson presented advance sheets of a new work now pass- 
ing through the press of the Publishing House at Nashville, entitled, 
‘A Manual of Architecture for Churches, Parsonages, and School- 
houses, containing Designs, Elevations, Plans, Specifications, Form of 
Contract, Rules for Estimating Cost of Building, with Suggestions on 
Acoustics, Ventilation, Heating, Lighting, Painting, etc.,’’ by W. M. 
Patterson, of the Memphis Conference. 

An invitation from Mr. W. C. De Pauw to the Conference to visit 
the Star Glass Works, New Albany, Ind., was presented by J. S. Lith- 
gow, and accepted with thanks. 

‘The following resolution was offered, read, and, on motion of the 
movers, was laid on the table for one day: 

Resolved, That the Discipline, Chap. 2, Sec. 4, pp. 54, 55, be so 
amended as to read, ‘‘What amount has been raised during the pres- 
ent quarter for the payment of the sa/avy of the ministers ?”’ 

Lrroy M. Ler, 
: P. A. PETERSON. 

J. E. Evans offered a resolution, ‘‘That all matters to be referred to 

Committees be presented by to-morrow,’ and J. E. Edwards offered 
van amendment, ‘‘Except such papers as may be referred by special 
order of the Conference.’’ Both were laid on the table. 

J. Jackson and Trusten Polk offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which was read and adopted by a rising vote: 

Whereas, The message of love and brotherly kindness from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church has been cordially received, and has been 
referred to a committee of nine, who, in due time, will formally and 
fraternally reply thereto ; 
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Resolved, That we regret that the distinguished messengers sent by 
that Church cannot remain to await the presentation and reception of 
that report; but understanding that they leave us to-day, we are unwill- 
ing that they shall return home without carrying with them the knowl- 
edge of our appreciation of their Christian, courteous, and fraternal 
bearing among us, and our wishes ae prayers for their future’ happi- 
ness and prosperity. 

The Chair brought forward the Revs. Drs. Hunt and Fowler, who 
made impressive parting addresses to the Conference, expressing senti- 
ments of the highest regard, which were warmly reciprocated by the 
Conference. 

On motion of Trusten Polk, the Secretary was instructed to furnish 
the delegation with a copy of the resolution as adopted. 

W. J. Stafford, lay delegate from Arkansas Conference, was put on 
the Committee on Finance in place of J. H. Mann, and on the Com- 
mittee on Temperance in place of J. L. Burrow. 

On motion of Trusten Polk, Report No. 1 of the Committee on 
Boundaries was taken up. : 

A. West moved that the fifth item be adopted. 

A. E. Williams moved to amend by striking out the word ‘not,”’ 
and adding the words, ‘‘provided the same be submitted to the mem- 
bers of Oak Bowery Circuit for their concurrence or non-concurrence.’’ 

On motion of R. Alexander, the amendment was laid on the table. 

M. S. Andrews moved, as a substitute, ‘‘that the prayer of the 
memorialists be granted.” 

On motion of F. E. Pitts, the motion was ‘laid on the table. 

After considerable discussion, the item was adopted. 

On motion of E, W. Sehon, the session was prolonged fifteen 
minutes. 

Professor McIntosh was introduced by the Bishop to the Conference. 
He led the Conference in singing several beautiful pieces in the new 
Hymn and Tune Book, published by order of the General Conference 
of 1870. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, May 14, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop*Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious exercises were conducted by Morris Evans. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 


‘ 
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S. M. McGehee, lay delegate from Little Rock Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence after May 20. 

J. P. Strother, lay delegate from the West St. Louis Conference, and © 
D’Arcy Paul, lay delegate from the Virginia Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. ~ 

‘Thomas Metcalf, lay delegate from Western Conference, asked for 
leave of absence for a few days. Leave was not granted. 

Bishop Paine, in a few well-timed words, deprecated the retirement 
of members from the Conference. 

The Chair then called for reports of standing committees. 

John E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of said committee, which was read and adopted 
as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 3. 


1. All the papers relating to the Presiding Eldership, and to the 
number of circuits. and stations allowable in a Presiding Elder’s Dis- 
trict, coming up from various sources in the form of resolutions, signed 
by leading clerical and lay members of the General Conference, have 
been carefully examined and patiently considered by the committee, 
and after the most mature deliberation, with remarkable unanimity 
(considering the number of resolutious submitted to the committee), 
we recommend that no change be made in tlie existing law and regu- 
lations relating to the subject. 

2. The memorial fron the St. Louis Annual Conference, instructing 
their delegates to the General Conference ‘‘to oppose all farther exten- 
sion of the pastoral term ;’’ and the memorial from the Baltimore An- 
nual Conference, instructing their delegates to the General Conference 
to oppose any measure in the way of General Conference action that 
‘might tend, in any way, to impair the fundamental basis of our 
peculiar Church government, or modify the method of her instru- 
mental activities,’’ have received the respectful attention of the com- 
mittee, with the conclusion that no recommendation to the Conference 
is deemed necessary, other than the notice hereby submitted, touching 
these memorials. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Chairman of the Committee on Missions, 
presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid 
on the table under the rules. It is as follows: 


’ 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. I. 


4 
Your committee have had under careful review the whole field of 
missionary operations connected with our Church; they have exam- 
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ined the ‘‘Annual Report of the Secretary,’’ and the proceedings of 
the Board of Missions for the past four years. Every department of 
the work has been thoroughly explored, and its condition and wants 
carefully considered. | 

While some parts of our missionary machinery have not worked as 
well as could be desired, we consider this due to organic defects in 
the Constitution rather than to any want of fidelity or energy in the 
agents employed. Our investigations have discovered nothing wrong 
in the proceedings of the Board, or in the administration of its affairs 
by the Secretary. : 

We have revised and endeavored so to change the Constitution as 
to adapt it more perfectly to the character of our missionary work; in 
this we have found great difficulty, and may not have succeeded. As 
few changes as possible have been made—such only as the experience 
of the last four years seemed to demand. The Constitution, as revised, 
and which we now submit for your adoption, is as follows: 


Chapter X.—Missions. 


The missionary operations of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, shall hereafter be conducted under the following provisions and 
regulations: 

- ArricLte I. There shall be a Board of Missions, which shall have 
charge of the Foreign Missions, and of all others not provided for by 
the Annual Conferences. 

Arr. II. Said Board shall consist of a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and eleven Managers, to be elected quadrennially 
by the General Conference, and to continue in office until their suc- 
cessors are appointed. The Bishops shall be ex officio members of the 
Board. 

Art. III. The Board shall have authority to regulate its own pro- 
ceedings; to appropriate money to defrayincidental expenses; to pro- 
vide for the support of superannuated missionaries, and widows and 
orphans of missionaries, who may not be provided for by any Annual 
Conference; to print books for the Indian, German, and Foreign Mis- 
sions; to build houses for worship, for schools, and for missionaries ; 
and to defray the necessary expenses of the work under its care. It 
shall also publish annually a statement of its transactions, naming the 
missions supported by it, and the amount appropriated and paid to 
each, and lay before the General Conference a report of its operations. 

Arr. IV. The Board shall meet annually to determine what fields 
shall be occupied as missions, the number of persons to be employed 
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in each, and to estimate the amount that may be necessary for the sup- 
port of the missions under its charge, and to divide the same among 
the several Annual Conferences—having reference in said division to 
the extent and importance of the domestic work ‘in each Conference, 
and to the ability.and disposition of the people to give. 

Arr. V. The Board shall employ only effective men for its work, 
and shall require each one to make a quarterly report to the Secretary 
of his operations, and of the state and prospects of the work in his 
charge. 

Art. VI. The revenue of the Board shall be derived from annual 
collections in every congregation, and at District Conferences, and 
from collections in the Sunday-school and Church Missionary Socie- 
ties, and from special collections by the Secretary and the Bishops, and 
from donations and legacies. 

Art. VII. The Secretary shall be a minister of the gospel, and may 
be a member of any Annual Conference, but shall reside where the 
Board is located. It shall be his duty to keep a permanent record of 
the proceedings of the Board, and to publish an abstract of them in 
the Church-papers; to conduct its correspondence, to attend to all its 
legal business, to prepare its annual report, and to publish monthly 
(either in a missionary paper or in the Church-papers, as the Board 
shall direct), statements of the condition, needs, and prospects of the: 
various missions. The salary of the Secretary shall be fixed by the 
Board, and all necessary traveling expenses shall be allowed. 

ArT, VIII. The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the Board in safe 
deposit, which deposit shall be made by him as Treasurer, subject to 
his drafts as such, and to those of his successors in-office. He shall 
also furnish an annual report to be pubiished with that of the Secretary. 

Arr. 1X. The Board shall fill all vacancies that may occur. 

Art. X. Nine members shall constitute a quorum at an annual meet- 
ing of the Board, and seven at a called meeting. 

» ART, XI. This Board shall be located in the city of 

Art. XII. Each Annual Conference shall organize a Board of Mis- 
sions which shall appoint its own officers.and regulate its own affairs, 
and have absolute control of the Missions it may establish, with the 
consent of the President of the Conference, within its own bounds, 
and of the funds raised for their support. 

Art, XIII. The Conference Board shall disseminate missionary intel- 
ligence among the people, hold an anniversary meeting at each ses- 
sion of the Conference, publish a full report of its operations every 
year in the Minutes of the Conference, and annually estimate the 
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amount that may be necessary for the support of its own Missions, and 
apportion the same to the Presiding Elders’ Districts for collection, 

Arr. XIV. The apportionment to a Conference for the general work 
shall be divided by the Conference Board among the Districts, and the 
preachers in charge shall take up a collection in every congregation to 
meet the same. 

Arr. XV. Any person, or Sunday-school, or Church, or Conference, 
may assume, in whole or in part, the support of a mission or a mission- 
school established by the General Board, and send their contributions 
directly to such mission or school, of which the General Treasurer shall 

‘be immediately notified; provided that the Conference, in whose ter- 
ritory such moneys may be given, shall have credit for the same in set- 
tling the apportionment of the General Board. 

Art. XVI. The collections for the Conference and General Boards 
shall not be taken up on the same day. 

Art. XVII. The Treasurer of the Conference Board shall transmit 
to the Treasurer of the General Board all moneys he may receive for 
general purposes. 

Art. XVIII. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to bring 
the subject of Missions prominently before the Quarterly Conferences 
of each circuit and station, and to hold a missionary meeting during 
the session of the District Conference; and it shall be the duty of the 
preacher in charge to forma Missionary Society in every Sunday-school 
or Church of his. work, and whatever moneys are raised in these Socie- 
ties shall be exclusively for the General Board. 

W. G. E. CunnyncHam, Chairman. 


On motion of A. G. Haygood, it was made the order of the day for 
Monday, May 18, at Io A.M. 

A. R. Winfield gave notice that he would present another Constitu- 
tion for the. Board of Missions to-morrow. | 

Also, Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 2. 

The Committee on Missions beg leave to return to the General Con- 
ference the preamble and resolutions concerning our Missions in Mex- 
ico, signed by James Wickersham and James Mackey, and referred to 
us. We do this at the request of the brethren who presented the 


paper, and ask that it be returned to them. 
W. G. E. CunnyncHaM, Chairman. 


W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 


428 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF (Mey, 


icals, presented Report No. 3 of said committee, which was read, and, 
on motion of L. M. Lee, it was laid on the table until to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed in the Dazly Christian Advocate. It is as fol- 
lows: gs 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 3. 


1. Your committee, having considered the resolution offered by H. 
H. Montgomery, J. T. Heard, and P. Tuggle, concerning the publi- 
cation of a Methodist Quarterly Review by the Book Agent at Nash- ~ 
ville, submit the following resolution for adoption by the General Con- 
ference—viz. : ; 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of the General Conference, there 
is no present necessity for the establishment of a Methodist Quarterly 
Review, to be published by the Book Agent at Nashville. 

2. The resolution offered by E. E. Wiley, W. M. Leftwich, and A. 
R. Winfield, instructing your committee to ascertain and report by 
what action of the General Conference authority has been given to 
print on the title-page of the cover of the Southern Review these 
words: ‘‘Published under the auspices of the M. EF. Church, South,’ 
and also what is the legal relation, if any, of the Southern Review to 
the M. E. Church, South, has received much attention from the com- 
mittee, and they present the following report: 

The committee have ascertained that the words above mentioned 
were placed on the title-page of the cover of the Southern Review by 
the first publisher after the General Conference of 1870, he believing 
that he was justified in doing so by the action of that General Con- 
ference. 

‘The committee state, farther, that in their judgment the Southern 
Review, by the action of the last General Conference, sustains a formai 
relation to the M. E. Church, South, but no such legal relation as 
makes the Church responsible either for its financial support or for its 
utterances. ; 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions—viz. : 

Resolved, 1. That while we are not responsible for all the utterances 
of the Southern Review, edited by Dr. Bledsoe, yet we regard it as, in 
the main, an able exponent of the doctrines and polity of our Church, 
and heartily commend it to the liberal patronage of our people: f7o- 
vided Dr. Bledsoe accept an Editorial Committee, who shall prescribe 
the general policy of the Southern Review, and have special oversight 
_of its theological department. 
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Resolved, 2. That the Editorial Committee consist of Bishop Mar- 
vin, Dr. McAnally, and Gov. Polk. Respectfully submitted. 

W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 

Also, Report No. 4 of said committee, which was read, and acted 
upon item by item. 

H. A. Bourland moved to amend the second item by inserting the 
word ‘‘bequest.’’ On motion of A. R. Winfield, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

After some discussion the report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 4. 


1. The communication of J. B. McFerrin, former Agent of the 
Southern Methodist Publishing House, and with it an Exhibit of the 
House, March 1, 1862, intended for presentation to the General Con- 
ference appointed for that year, have been considered by the commit- 
tee. ‘The General Conference did not meet in 1862, and this Exhibit 
was mislaid, and not recovered until after the General Conference of 
1870. Though not an official document, this Exhibit should be pre- 
served as part of the history of the Publishing House. Therefore the 
following resolution is recommended to the General Conference: 

Resolved, That the Exhibit of the Southern Methodist Publishing 
House, March 1, 1862, with the communication of J. B. McFerrin 
respecting it, be put in charge of the Book Agent for preservation 
among the papers of the Publishing House. 

2. ‘Lhe resolution of M. Evans and RK. Hiner, with regard to blank 
forms for Church uses, has been considered, and the committee recom- 
mend its adoption—viz. : 

Resolved, Vhat the Book Agent be instructed to print and keep for 
sale all such blank forms as Annual and Quarterly Conferences, Pre- 
siding Elders and preachers in charge, may need, to secure uniformity 
in style and completeness in statistical detail. 

3. The committee have considered the resolution offered by W. M. 
Leftwich, W. M. Rush, and A. T. Scruggs, instructing the committee 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Book Agent and 
Book Committee to establish branch houses for the sale of our books 
and periodicals, at any time after the session of this General Conter- 
ence, and at any place in our Connection where the way may be 
opened, and, in their judgment, necessity may exist; also, to publish 
Church-papers at such branch houses. ‘The committee report that it 
is not expedient to confer such authority. 

Respectfully submitted. W. C, Jounson, Chairman. 
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On motion of A. H. Redford, a Committee of three, consisting of 
P. A. Peterson, A. G. Haygood, and Morris Evans, was appouiterst to 
prepare the form for the statistics of Annual Conferences. 

I. G. John, Chairman of the Special Committee on the Price of 
Church-papers, presented the report of said committee. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON’ THE PRICE OF CHURCH-PAPERS. 


The committee to which the question of securing uniformity of 
price among our Church-papers was referred, beg leave to report: 

After a free interchange of opinion between the representatives of 
our Church-papers, we find no difference in judgment respecting the 
importance of raising their price. f 

Uniformity in price is deemed especialty important, as the reduction 
of the price of one paper compels others to adopt the same policy, or 
lose patronage which may be essential to their support. 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the price of our Church-papers shall be fixed at not 
less than $2.50 per annum, in currency, and that this change shall go 
‘into effect the rst day of July, 1874, and shall be published simultane- 
ously in our Church-papers, that the agents and patrons of each one 
may know that this action is indorsed by all our Church-papers. 

I. G. Jon, Chairman. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett, the report was amended by substi- 
tuting October 1 for July 1. 

On motion of T. M. N. Jones, the report was laid on the table. 

At the suggestion of Bishop Paine, who represented certain respect- 
able parties, and on motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Committee on 
Books and Periodicals was instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
changing the form of the Christian Advocate from 16 to 32 pages. 

H. F. Johnson, Chairman of the Special Committee on Church 
. Trials, presented a report, which was read, and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH TRIALS. 


Your Committee on Church Trials respectfully report that it has 
had under consideration Chapters 6, 7, and 8 of the Discipline, and 
the amendments proposed thereto, referred to it by the General Con- 
ference; and, after duly considering the same, your committee recom- 
mend the adoption of the following Chapter in the place of Chapters 
6 and 7, in the Discipline: 
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Chapter 6.—Administration of Discipline. —Section I—Of the Trial 
of a Bishop. 

ArTIcLE I. When a Bishop is under report of being guilty of im- 
morality, one of the other Bishops, or the Presiding Elder of the 
District within which the offense is supposed to have been committed, 
shall appoint three traveling elders to investigate the matter and 
report the result. If a majority of them believe that there should be 
a trial, they shall draw up the charges and specifications in due form 
and indorse thereon the name of the prosecutor, if there be one, and 
the names of the witnesses, as far as known. If no prosecutor appear, 
one of the investigating committee shall become prosecutor. 

Art. IL. If a trial be adjudged necessary, the Bishop to whom the 
report is made, shall summon together, at the most suitable place for 
the trial, of which he shall be the judge, fifteen traveling elders, not 
less than nine of whom shall constitute a committee for the trial of 
the case, over which one of: the: Bishops shall preside, assisted by as 
many others as may be in attendance. 

Art. III. If a majority of the committee believe from the evidence 
that the’ accused is guilty as charged, the committee shall depose him 
from his office and from the ministry, and shall suspend or expel him 
from the Church. 

Art. IV. If a Bishop offend by imprudent conduct, or by indulging 
in sinful tempers or words, not expressly forbidden in the word of 
God, or by disseminating, publiely or privately, doctrines which are 
contrary to our Articles of Religion, or by creating dissensions in our 
Church by any means, let one or more of the Bishops, or in the 
absence of a Bishop one or more traveling elders, communicate with 
him on the subjeét, and remonstrate against his conduct. If he persist 
in his course, let him be proceeded against according to Articles 
1 and 2. 

Art. V. If a Bishop be convicted under Article 4, he may be 
suspended or deposed from his office and from the ministry, and 
suspended or expelled from the Church, according to the judgment 
of the committee. 

Arr. VI. Charges of maladministration against a Bishop shall be 
heard and passed upon by the General Conference—through its Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy—whose judgment shall be final. 

Arr. VII. The credentials of a deposed Bishop shall be demanded by 
the presiding Bishop, who shall return them with the record to the 
Secretary of the General Conference. 

Art. VIL. If a Bishop willfully cease from traveling without the 
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consent of the General Conference, he shall not thereafter exercise the 
Episcopal office in our Church, and shall be proceeded against as in 
case of imprudent conduct. 


Section I1.—Of the Trial of Preachers. 


Art. IX. The law which governs the proceedings in the trial of a 
Bishop shall also be applicable in proceedings against any other 
preacher, except an unordained local preacher. But the Presiding Elder 
of the District within which the offense is supposed to have. been 
committed, in whole or in part, shall perform the duties assigned to 
the Bishop, and the trial shall take place in that District; but, if 
committed without our bounds, the proceedings shall take place within 
the District where the accused resides, or last resided. 

The committee of investigation may consist of one or more persons, 
and the committee of trial of not less than seven persons, if that 
number can be obtained; otherwise, a committee of three may try the 
case, who may be taken from any part of our Conference territory. 

Art. X. Ordained traveling preachers, including superannuates, 
shall be tried by ordained traveling preachers, and any other preacher 
may be tried by local preachers, or by laymen, if local preachers 
cannot be had, of which the presiding officer shall be the judge. 

Art. XI. If a Presiding Elder be the accused party, or if he be in- 
competent to preside on account of his relation to either the prosecutor 
or the accused, or his connection with the matter to be investigated, 
a Bishop may appoint a traveling elder to take charge of the proceed- 
ings. 

Art. XII. If a traveling preacher be reported to his Annual Confer- 
ence as so unacceptable, inefficient, secular, or involved in debt, that 
he cannot be useful as a member of the Conference, the Conference 
shall investigate the case, and if it appear that the report is well 
founded, and that he will not voluntarily retire, the Conference shall 
locate him. Charges and specifications shall not be required, and the 
judgment of the Conference shall be final. 

He shall be at liberty to defend himself before the Conference, in 
person or by his represéntative; and, if he be located in his absence, 
without having been previously notified of an intention thus to pro- 
ceed against him, he may apply to the Conference, at its next session, 
to be heard in his defense, and the matter shall be reconsidered for 
that purpose. 

Art. XIII. A member of an Annual Conference in the traveling 
connection who fails, without reasonable excuse, to attend to the 
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work assigned him, shall be proceeded against as for imprudent con- 
duct, and may be suspended until the ensuing Annual Conference. 
The Annual Conference may locate him according to Article 12. 

ArT. XIV. If a local elder or deacon be reported to the Quarterly 
Conference as being so unacceptable or inefficient as to be no longer 
useful as a preacher, and the Quarterly Conference refuse to pass his 
character on that: ground, the Quarterly Conference next succeeding 
shall investigate the case, and if it appear that the complaint is well 
founded, and he do not give the Conference satisfaction that he will 
amend or voluntarily retire, the Conference may depose him from the 
ministry. He shall have notice of the proceeding, and shall have 
the right to defend himself before the Conference, in person or by his 
representative, and if deposed, he shall have the right to appeal to 
the Annual Conference. 

Arr. XV. Charges of maladministration against a traveling preacher 
shall be tried by the Annual Conference. 

Art. XVI. Charges preferred against a Bishop, traveling or local 
preacher, under Articles 1, 4, 9, or 13, shall have the effect to arrest 
his character, and he shall not thereafter exercise the functions of his 
office until he shall have been tried and acquitted. 


Section II[.— Of the Trial of Members. 


Art. XVII. If amemberof the Church, whose trial has not heretofore 
been provided for, be under report of being guilty of immorality, the 
preacher in charge shall require the class-leader, or some other member 
of the Church, to investigate the report, and, if it seems well founded, 
such member shall prepare charges and specifications against the 
accused person and report them to the preacher in charge. The pro- 
ceedings shall be similar to those in the case of an accused Bishop. 
The pastor shall have charge of the proceedings, unless he be incom- 
petent for the reasons set forth in Article rz, in which case the 
Presiding Elder shall appoint a traveling preacher to attend to that 
special business. If convicted, he shall be suspended or expelled. 
The committee shall consist of not.less than five persons, who may 
be taken from any part of the charge or from adjoining charges. 

Arr. XVIII. Ifa member offend inany of the waysspecified in Article 
4, the pastor or leader, or both, shall reprove him and exhort him to: 
a different course.. If he persist, he shall be proceeded against accord- 
ing to Article 17; and if convicted, he may be suspended or expelled 5. 
or if penitent, he may be borne with. 

Art. XIX. If a member voluntarily confess to the Church or a com-- 
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mittee that he has violated some law of the Church, if penitent, he 
may be borne with without farther proceeding; or he may be sus- 
pended or expelled, according to the Discipline. 

Art. XX. In case of any dispute between two or more members of 
our Church concerning the payment of debt, or otherwise, which 
cannot be settled by the parties concerned, the preacher in charge 
shall recommend to the contending parties a submission of the matter 
to arbitration. Each party shall choose an arbiter, and the two 
arbiters shall choose the third one—all of whom shall be members of 
our Church. 

Art. XXI. If one of the parties be dissatisfied with the decision of 
the arbiters, he may apply to the ensuing Quarterly Conference for a 
second arbitration. If there be sufficient reason for it, the Quarterly 
Conference shall grant it, in which case each party shall choose two 
arbiters, and the four arbiters shall choose the fifth one—all shall be 
members of our Church—and the judgment of the majority shall be 
final. Either party refusing to abide by such judgment shall be pro- 
ceeded against according to Articles 18 and 17. 

Art. XXII... If any member of our Church refuse, in case of debt or 
other dispute, to submit the matter to arbitration, when recommended 
by the preacher in charge, or shall enter into a lawsuit with another 
member before these measures are taken, he shall be proceeded against 
according to Articles 18 and 17, unless the case be of such a nature 
as to require a process at law. 

Art. XXIII. Articles 20, 21, and 22 shall be applicable to preachers. 





Section IV.— Of the Mode of Trial. 


Art. XXIV. The Bishop, Presiding Elder, or preacher in charge, to 
whom charges shall be reported according to the Discipline, shall 
notify the prosecutor and the accused of the time and place of trial, 
and furnish the accused with a copy of the charges and specifications, 
allowing sufficient time for the parties to prepare for the trial. He 
shall also see that the charges and specifications are drawn up in due 
form, and that all the requirements of the Discipline are fully com- 
plied with. As far as he can, he shall aid in securing the attendance 
of witnesses, the taking of depositions, and procuring documentary 
evidence. He shall see that a record is kept of all the proceedings 
on the trials, by a secretary of his appointment. He shall decide all 
questions of law arising during the trial, and have his decisions entered on 
the record, but the application of the law shall be with the committee. 

Art. XXV. The record shall be signed by the presiding officer and 
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the secretary, and shall be reported by the president to the Confer- 
ence, to which an appeal may lie, and shall be filed and kept in its 
archives. 

ArT. XXVI. If the accused fail to appear, the trial may proceed as 
if he were present, or be postponed, according to the judgment of 
the committee. ; 

Art. XXVII. The prosectitor and the.accused may appear in person 
or by their representatives. 

Art. XXVIII. The prosecutor and the accused shall have the right 
of unlimited challenge for cause, to be decided by the presiding 
officer, and two peremptory challenges in a committee of more than 
five and one in a committee of five or less. Other committee- 
men may be summoned, if necessary, to make up the required 
number. 

Art. XXIX. If the charges and specifications are so defective that 
a trial cannot be had upon them, they may be amended or quashed. 
If quashed, new charges and specifications may be preferred, and the 
trial proceed at once; unless the committee believe that time should 
be granted to take new testimony, 

ArT. XXX. If no prosecutor appear, the presiding officer may 
appoint one, or the committee may examine the testimony, and 
decide the case according thereto. 

Art. XXXI. The prosecutor and the representative of an accused 
person must be members of our Church, but no other qualification 
shall be required. é 


ape V.— Of Appeals. 


Art. XXXII. A Bishop shall have the right to appeal to the General 
Conference; a traveling preacher to the Annual Conference to which 
he belongs; an ordained local preacher to the Annual Conference within 
the bounds of which he resides, or last resided; and other Church- 
members, including .unordained local preachers, to the Quarterly 
Conference: provided that, if present, by himself or representative, 
he shall signify, at the time of his conviction, his intention to appeal, 
and shall, within five days thereafter, file a statement of the grounds 
of his appeal. But if not present, he shall, so soon after he is in- 
formed of his conviction as he conveniently can, notify the prosecutor 
and the preacher who presided over the trial, of his intention to 
appeal, and shall furnish each one of them a written statement of the 
grounds of his appeal. 

Art. XXXIII. The appeal shall be presented by the appellant or 
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his representative, and, if it appear that he has complied with Article 
32, the appeal shall be allowed; otherwise, it shall be dismissed. An 
appeal to the Quarterly Conference shall be tried by the Conference 
itself. An appeal to an Annual or the General Conference shall be tried 
by a committee of its own appointment, Challenges shall be allowed 
according to Article 28. : 

Art. XXXIV. The committee shall be presided over by one of the 
Bishops, or by some one appointed by the president of the Confer- 
ence. 

ArT. XXXV. The appeal shall be tried upon the record, which may 
be referred, without reading, to the committee. 

Art. XXXVI. The committee may reverse the judgment and dis- 
miss the case, or grant a new trial, to be conducted according to the 
Discipline, or affirm the judgment. Its finding shall be reported to 
the Conference and entered upon the journals without debate. 

ArT. XXXVII. In case of an appeal to the Annual Conference, 
each party shall be entitled to have the decision of the president of 
the Conference on all questions of law, when presented in writing, and 
all such decisions shall be reported to the College of Bishops, accord- 
ing to the Discipline, Chap. 3, Sec. 2. If the College of Bishops 
believe that manifest injustice has been done the accused by wrong 
decisions on points of law, a new trial may be ordered at the discre- 
tion of the Bishops. 

The committee recommends the adoption of the following amend 
ment to paragraph 1, Sec. 1, Chap. 8, p. 142, of the Discipline: 
Insert, after the word ‘‘otherwise,’’ ‘‘The preacher presiding at the 
trial shall demand them, and.’’ Also, strike out the word “traveling,”’ 
and the words ‘‘of which he was a member,’’ so that the paragraph 
shall read: 

‘When any elder or deacon is deprived of his credentials of or- 
dination, by expulsion or otherwise, the preacher presiding at the trial 
shall demand them, and they shall be filed with the papers of the 
Annual Conference.”’ 


Respectfully submitted. H. F. Jonnson, Chairman. 


On motion of P. A. Peterson, the report was made the order of the 
day for Tuesday, May 19, at Io A.M. 

C. Long and F. W. Earnest offered a resolution on publishing a 
magazine for young ladies. Referred to the Committee on Books 
and-Periodicals, . 


H. J. Adams and A. G. Haygood offered a resolution in relation 
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to Methodist Sunday-schools. Referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

Also a resolution in regard to the formation of Sunday-school Asso- 
ciations. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

P. Tuggle presented a paper, signed by J. D. Cameron, in relation 
to the boundaries of the North Mississippi Conference. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

The following resolution was then offered and ‘read: 

Resolved, Vhat our Bishops be, and they are hereby, requested, in 
their Pastoral Address, to call attention to, and express their decided 
disapprobation of, that operatic performance in our churches which 
drowns the sense of our hymns, and utterly destroys congregational 
singing. Poi eras, 

A. R. WINFIELD, 
P. A. PETERSON. 

After some discussion, W. M. Leftwich and R. N. Price offered as 
a substitute: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to urge, in their Pastoral 
Address, the importance of congregational singing in our churches. 

The movers of the original resolution accepted the substitute, a 
motion of M. S. Andrews to oe the whole matter on the table not 


- 


prevailing. 

H. J. Adams offered as a substitute the following: 

That the Bishops be requested to urge upon our people to encourage 
congregational singing, and to enjoin upon our preachers in charge to 
use their influence to discountenance the use of all music that has a 
tendency to prevent congregational singing. 

A motion of W. G. Veal to lay the whole subject on the table was 
lost. 

The motion was put on the substitute, and the Chair pronounced it. 
carried. A division was called for, and the substitute was lost, by a 
vote of gi to 102. . 

J. O. A. Clark offered the following resolutions, which, on motion 
of M. S. Andrews, were laid on the-table: 

Resolved, t. That our preachers everywhere be required to recom- 
mend and enforce congregational singing. 

Resolved, 2. Vhat the preachers in charge have the control of the 
choirs and the singing. 

D’Arcy Paul moved to amend by adding the words, ‘‘When instru- 
ments are used, the use of preludes and interludes be avoided.”’ 

On motion of S. Bobo, the amendment was laid on the table. 
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_ T. M. Meriwether moved that the question be now taken. The call 
was sustained. The main question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. ; 

The Chair then brought forward Bishop Pierce, who read a report 
of the College of Bishops on the religious interests of the colored 
people, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COLLEGE OF BISHOPS ON THE RELIGIOUS CONDITION 
OF THE COLORED PEOPLE. 


We respectfully submit to the General Conference the following 
report: 

The General Conference of 1866 directed that if our colored mem- 
bership should desire it, and whenever, in our godly judgment, it was 
expedient, we should organize them into an independent ecclesiastical 
body. We formed several Annual Conferences composed of colored 
preachers belonging to our Communion, but had gone no farther in 
this direction, when the General Conference of 1870, approving what 
had been done, renewed the authority upon the former terms for a 
separate General Conference jurisdiction of the colored Churches. 
At the same time the following resolution was adopted : 

‘«That all trustees now holding Church-property for the use of our 
colored membership be instructed to make titles to said property to 
the properly constituted trustees of the Colored M. E. Church, South, 
according to the Discipline of said Church, when organized.”’ 

The experiment, so far as made, proving satisfactory, and a very 
general and earnest desire having been expressed by our colored preach- 
ers and members for the consummation of their Church-order and inde- 
pendence, we called for them a General Conference to meet in Jack- 
son, Tenn., Dec. 16, 1870. Eight Annual Conferences sent delegates, 
elected on the basis of our Discipline. Two of our Bishops were pres- 
ent and presided, by whom, on the 21st December, and according to 
our form, two Supefintendents, elected by the body, were ordained. 
A Discipline was established, agreeing in,creed and polity with our 

« Discipline, and but slightly changed in its statutory provisions so as to 
suit their case. Exercising the right belonging to them, and expressly 
recognized by the enabling act, they chose for their name and title, 
‘*The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America.’’ Their pro- 
ceedings were in excellent order and spirit throughout. 

Thus organized, and with our best advice and blessing, the Colored 
M. E. Church in America was started upon its career. They have 
their mission; it is an important one, and in some sense peculiar. 
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They have kept faithfully, so far as we are advised, to the rules adopted 
for their guidance, and to the work proposed to be done. We believe 
they are doing good. It is characteristic of this Colored Church that 
they gaard against being subsidized by politicians. One rule of their 
Discipline is that their church-houses shall not be used for political 
speeches and assemblies: While exercising their right as citizens unre- 
strained, they are endeavoring to keep their religious assemblies from 
that complication with political parties-and demagogues that has been 
so damaging to the spiritual interests of the colored people of the South. 

Our people extend their sympathy and aid to the organization. 
They have, in many cases, given them church-lots, and helped them 
to build houses for religious worship. Wherever they are prepared to 
receive them, our trustees have turned over the titles and possession of 
churches that were formerly held for the use and benefit of our col- 
ored members. In some notable instances these trustees have stood 
the expense of lawsuits against intrusionists, in order to put our col- 
ored brethren, who are the rightful claimants, into possession. 

Though entirely independent of us, and self-governing in every 
respect, nevertheless the Colored M. E. Church in America do not 
forget their old acquaintance and the friendly relations of the past. 

They have shown diligence as well'as fidelity thus far, and we enter- 
tain good hopes for their future prosperity. We think the best relig- 
ious welfare of the colored people in the Southern States is involved 
‘in their success. 

They have now 4 Bishops, 15 Annual Conferences, 607 traveling 
preachers, 518 local preachers, 74,799 members, 535 Sunday-schools, 
1,102 teachers, and 49,955 Sunday-school scholars. ‘They have a 
monthly paper, the Christian Index, which is self-sustaining. It has a 
circulation of 1,500. paying subscribers. They have a book-store, 
which is beginning to attract the attention of their people, and is 
helping to extend a religious literature among them. Our Publishing 
House gives to them the most favorable terms, and is aiding them in 
providing a suitable and cheap Sunday school literature. We recom- 
mend that still larger facilities in this direction be extended, as our 
Agent may be able to do it. Among the many difficulties they have 
to contend against, not the least is the want of a ministry capable of 
teaching and taking pastoral oversight of the multitudes of their race 
that are ready to put themselves under their spiritual care. For this 
felt want they are, with commendable energy, trying to make pro- 
vision. ‘They are endeavoring to build a school of training and edu- 
cation for this special purpose. We heartily commend their cause 
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to the good will of all who would do a great work for the Master’s 
cause. 

Since your body has been in session, the four Bishops of the Col- 
ored M. E. Church in America have called upon us, and we have been 
encouraged at the account of their plans and progess in the work now 
committed; as we believe, under the guidance of Providence, into 
their hands. Resolutions were adopted by us expressive of this feel- 
ing, and of a purpose, while attending to our appropriate labors, to do 
all that lay in our power to help forward their branch of Methodism. 
A copy of these resolutions was communicated to them by our Secre- 
tary. In acknowledgment of the same we have received a communi- 
cation from them, which we take the liberty of submitting to you, and 


making it a part of this report: 
LovuisvILLE, Ky., May 12, 1874. 


To the College of Bishops of the M. E. Church, South—Greeting: 


Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN:—We, the College of Bishops of 
the Colored’ M. E. Church in America, have received your friendly 
greeting. We are much gratified to know that there is ‘no strife exist- 
ing between our Churches. While we are a separate and independent 
ecclesiastical body from your Church, by the authority of your Gen- 
eral Conference, which made provision, at their sessions in 1866 and 
1870, for the colored members of the M. E. Church, South, to be set 
up into a separate body, and be their own guides and governors, if they 
requested it, we are thankful to you as a Church, and to God, that 
such a provision was made, believing, as we do, that it is best for both 
white and colored to have separate Churches and schools. We believe 
this will do much to promote the peace and prosperity of both white 
and colored Churches. 

We are gratified that, so far as we know, the trustees of your Church 
have turned over the Church-property held by them for the use and 
benefit of the colored members whereverswe have called on them to 
do so, which has increased the confidence of our people in the M. E. 
Church, South. 

We are much gratified with the success of your Publishing House 
at Nashville, and trust that it may prove a great blessing to both white 
and colored. We have opened a book-house here in the city, and we 
are gratified to inform you it has been a success so far. The Christian 
Index, our Church organ, is doing well. Our Church is suffering more 
from the want of a better-informed ministry than from any other 
cause. 

We are now raising means for the erection of an institution of learn- 
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ing for the training of our ministers. We have raised several hundred 
dollars, and think that we will succeed. We trust to have the prayers 
and codperation of your people generally. Weare glad that there is 
one branch of the Colored Methodist Church that sustains a friendly 
relation to the great family of the white Methodists in this country. 

We have tried to carry out the design and desire of our organiza- 
tion in spreading Bible holiness all over the land. We have many 
difficulties, but thanks be to God, who'so far has helped us to put to 
silence the reproaches of our opposers, we believe there is a bright 
future ahead. We trust that you may never have to regret that you 
set us up to manage our Church affairs, and give the pure, unadulter- 
ated word of God to our people. We pledge ourselves, by the help 
of God, to do all in our power to educate and Christianize our race. 

We have a large mission field in the South that is ripe for the har- 
vest. We pray that God may give us more laborers to enter the field. 
We have an eye on Africa, and trust that it will not be many years 
till we shall have men educated to send out as missionaries to carry 
the blessed gospel to our suffering people there. 

J. A. BEEBE, Secretary. W. H. Mixes, Chairman. 


We submit this information.of what has been done by us in the 
premises, touching the religious interests of the colored people, and 
from these statements the General Conference may learn their work 
and the state of their affairs. An epoch-making event has occurred 
in their Church-history during the last quadriennium. To us it seems 
the best course, and, under the circumstances, the only practicable 
course that could have been adopted to meet the providential exigen- 
ces of the situation. Hitherto our Church has not been unmindful 
of the spiritual wants of the large number of descendants of Ham in 
our midst. An army of missionaries, detailed from our ranks, has 
toiled in this field, and their labors and sacrifices have been great— 
their fruits have been abundant. 

Our interest in this cause has not ceased—our responsibility has not 
ended. But as men who have understanding of the times, it became 
us to adapt our plans to the changed condition. So far, we think 
there is cause to thank God and congratulate the Church in the success 
of the plan. 

Let there be no slacking of effort, but a hearty and united codpera- 
tion of our people and Churches aiding the Colored M. E. Church in 
America, as they may have need, and in such way as may be agreeable 
to them and proper and practicable for us. And may God guide and 
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bless them, and make this Church’a chosen instrument in extending 
his kingdom. RoseErT PAINE, 

GEORGE F. PIERCE, ° 
Hupparp H. KAavanauGu, 
Wititiam M. WIGHTMAN, 
Davin S. DoccETT, 

EnocH M. Marvin, 
Hoiianp N. McTYeire, 
Joun C. KEENER. 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the report was referred to a special 
committee to be appointed by ‘the Chair. 

The Chair announced J. E. Evans, Trusten Polk, H. A. C. Walker, 
J. S. Lithgow, and H. H. Montgomery, said committee. 

A collection was then taken up in favor of the Biblical School of 
the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

James Wickersham, lay delegate from White River Conference, 
asked and obtained leave of absence. 

The vote by which leave of absence, for a few days, was not granted 
to Thomas Metcalf, lay delegate from Western Conference, was 
reconsidered, and, for reasons assigned, leave was granted. 

On motion of T. J. Magruder, Report No. 2 of the Committee on 
‘Sunday-schools was made the order of the day for to-morrow at 
Io A.M. : : 

Leave of absence was asked for J. C. Wills, lay delegate from the 
Missouri Conference, and J. G. Motley, lay delegate from the Alabama 
Conference. Leave was granted to both. 

On motion of J. W. Kelly, the time was extended five minutes. 

A courteous invitation from the Louisville Microscopical Society, 
John Williamson, Secretary, to visit the Society, was presented and 
read, 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, May 15, 1874. 


_ Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair, 
Religious exercises were conducted by A. Hunter. 
The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 
Bishop Marvin took the chair, and called for reports of Standing 
Committees. 
J. E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read. . 
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A motion of N. H. D. Wilson, that the report le on the table one 
day, was not carried. 

The first resolution was adopted. 

The second resolution was read, and the Chair decided that, being 
in the midst of the report, a distinct motion for the adoption of an 
item is not necessary, and discussion was out of order. | 

J. E. Edwards appealed from the decision of the Chair—division 
was called for, and the Chair was sustained by a vote of 107 to 80. 

The vote was then taken on the second resolution—division was 
~ called for, and the resolution was adopted by’a vote of 111 to 81. 
The report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 4. 


The resolution signed by A. R. Winfield and Leroy M. Lee, asking 
that the resolution adopted by the General Conference held in Mem- 
phis, 1870, ‘‘authorizing the Bishops to appoint one or more preachers 
to any proper work beyond the bounds of the Annual Conferences, 
be, and is hereby, repealed;’’ and the resolution signed by L. Pierce, 
N. H. D. Wilson, J. O. A. Clark, S. Bobo, J. E. Evans, and others, 
requesting ‘‘that the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making some provision, to be inserted in the 
Discipline or otherwise, by which a Bishop, on the request of an 
Annual Conference, may appoint a preacher to any proper pastoral 
work beyond the bounds of the Annual Conferences,’’ have been con- 
sidered and discussed by the committee in all their bearings and rela- 
tions; and, after patient and protracted deliberation, we recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions by the General Conference—viz. : 

Resolved, 1. That the resolution adopted in 1870, referred to in the 
first-mentioned resolution, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Resolved, 2. That, during the next four years, the presiding Bishop 
of an Annual Conference, when requested by said Conference, may 
appoint, at his discretion, one or more members of the Conference to 
any proper pastoral work beyond the bounds of the Annual Confer- 
ences. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 

Thomas Branch, lay reserve delegate, from the Virginia Confer- 
ence, appeared and took his seat, in place of F. H. Smith, who had 
been called home. 

The order of the day, to wit, Report No. 2 of the Committee on 
Sunday-schools, with the Minority Report, was taken up, and read. 

M. S. Andrews moved the adoption of the report of the minority, 
as a substitute for the report of the majority. 
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After lengthened discussion, C. G. Smith moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. This motion was lost. 

J. H. Pritchett moved that the question be now taken—the call was 
sustained, and the question was taken by a rising vote, and the report 
of the minority was adopted by a vote of 130 to 74. (See pp. 418, 419.) 

A. R. Winfield presented a Minority Report for Report 1 of the 
Committee on Missions, which was laid on the table for the present, 
and ordered to be printed in the Dazly Christian Advocate. It is as 
follows: 


MINORITY REPORT FOR REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. I. 


We beg leave to present the following as asubstitute for Report No. 
1 of the Committee on Missions: 

Constitution of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

ArticLE I. The officers of this Society shall be a President, — 
Vice-Presidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, and twenty-one: Man- 
agers. They shall all be members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and shall be elected quadrennially by the General Conference, 
except the Treasurer, who shall be elected by the officers and managers. 

When, from any cause, the General Conference shall fail to meet at 
the time appointed, the officers and managers shall continue in office 
until the next meeting of the General Conference. ‘The Bishops shall 
be ex officio Vice-Presidents, and shall act with the Board of Managers 
in all of the business of the Society. 

Arr. II. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all 
meetings of the Society, to preserve order, and to call the Society 
together when necessary; and to discharge such other duties as shall 
be imposed upon him. 

Arr. III. The Vice-President shall assist the President, and in his 
absence shall preside. Should the President and Vice-President be 
absent at any regular or called meeting, a president, f7o ¢em., shall be 
elected. 

Arr. IV. The Secretaries shall reside at the place where the Society 
is located, but may be members of any Annual Conference. It shall 
be their duty to journalize the proceedings of the Society, to corre- 
spond with all our missionaries, both foreign and domestic, and shall 
procure all information concerning fields of missionary enterprises not 
under our control; and shall publish from time to time, through our 
Church-papers or otherwise, such information as the Society may 

_ direct, or they may think proper. They shall furnish each Annual 
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Conference, at its regular sessions, with a condensed report of our 
missionary operations, and the necessities of the Society; and shall 
make quadrennially to the General Conference a full account of all 
our missionaries, missions, and such other facts as may be necessary ; 
to travel, as far as practicable, throughout the Connection, superin- 
tending the interest of the Society. They shall visit such Annual 
Conferences, and do such other work, as the Society, from time to 
time, may direct. “The salaries of the Secretaries shall be fixed by 
the Board of Managers, with the consent and approval of the Presi- 
dent. 

Art. V. The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Society in 
safe deposit, which deposit shall be made by him as an officer of the 
Society, subject to his drafts as such, and to those of his successors in, 
office. He shall pay all drafts drawn on him by any one of our 
Bishops, and countersigned by either one of the Secretaries, and such 
other sums as may be directed by the Board. He shall also furnish 
an annual report to the Annual Conferences, anda quadrennial report 
to the General Conference. 

Art. VI. The Board of Managers shall hold an annual meeting at 
the regular meeting of the College of Bishops. They shall provide 
for a regular anniversary meeting of the Society and for a quadrennial 
meeting. They shall, by and with the consent of the Bishops and 
other officers of the Board, make all appropriations necessary to carry 
on the operations of the Society. They shall determine what amount 
is needed for our Foreign and Domestic Missions, and shall divide it 
among the Annual Conferences, upon the basis of the salaries of the 
Bishops, or any other way they may judge best. They shall, from 
time to time, determine what fields are to be occupied as missions. 
All of our missions shall be under the control of the Parent Board. 
All funds raised for missionary purposes shall pass through the hands 
of the General Treasurer. The Board shall have authority to print 
books in Indian, German, or any other language, build school-houses, 
houses of worship, residences for the missionaries, provide for super- 
annuated missionaries, and for the widows and orphans of deceased 
missionaries not provided for by an Annual Conference; to defray 
such incidental expenses as may be necessary; to make by-laws for 
their own government; to examine annually the books of the Secre- 
taries and Treasurer; to see that all our missionary operations are 
properly conducted, and to make a faithful report to the General 
Conference, Twelve shall constitute a quorum at the annual meeting 
and seven at a called meeting. 
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Art. VII. Our missionaries shall be allowed a sufficient sum to 
support them in their work. The Board shall require each missionary 
to furnish a quarterly report of his labors to the secretaries, giving 
information of the state and prospect “of the work on which they are | 
employed. No one shall be recognized as a missionary or receive 
support from the Board who has not some definite work assigned him, 
or could not be an active laborer on a circuit, except such as are 
provided for in Article 6. 

Art. VIII. The revenue of the Society shall be derived as follows: 
From annual collections from the Annual Conferences, made thus: A 
society shall be organized in every Church Conference, District Con- 
ference, and Annual Conference, ‘as auxiliary to the Parent Society, 
with such officers and regulations as they may agree upon—no preacher 
shall fail to present the subject of missions to every congregation in 
his charge. From collections made by the secretaries; from donations 
and legacies, and from the anniversaries of the Parent Society. 

Art. IX. We recommend to all auxiliary societies the plan of col- 
lecting by life-memberships and life-directorships. 

ArT. X. Any person may become a life-member of the Parent 
Society by the payment of twenty dollars at any one time, a life- 
director by the payment of fifty dollars, and a patron by the payment 
of one hundred dollars, ; 

Arr. XI. Each Annual Conference shall either organize a board or 
a society auxiliary to the Parent Society, and through its Treasurer 
shall remit all moneys collected for missions to the Treasurer of the 
Parent Board. And while we recommend the system of auxiliary 
societies, as provided for in Articles 8 and 9g, we leave it with each 
Annual Conference to determine the time and manner of its own 
missionary collections, provided they raise the amount assessed. 

ArT. XII. The superintendent and teachers, together with the 
preacher in charge, shall organize a missionary society in every Sun- 
day-school, and teach the children to contribute regularly to the cause 
of missions; and the money so collected shall be paid to the preacher 
in charge (taking his receipt for the same), to be sent by him to the 
General Treasurer as a part of his missionary assessment. 

Art. XII, All money collected by the Church Conference Mis- 
sionary Societies shall be paid by the Treasurer to the preacher in 
charge (taking his receipt for the same), to be carried by him to the 
Annual Conference. 

Art. XIV. All moneys collected by the District Conference Mis- 
sionary Societies shall be paid to the different pastors as the donors 
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may direct. Any surplus shall go to the charge where the District 
Conference is held. 

Art. XV. The General Treasurer shall acknowledge, from time to 
time, all moneys coming into his hands through the official organ of 
the Church. 

Art. XVI. The Book Editor and Agent shall provide certificates 
for life-members, life-directors, and patrons, to supply the preachers 
in charge, throughout the Church, the éost of which shall be paid by 
the General Treasurer. Annual membership must be regulated by the 
different societies. 

Art. XVII. The Society shall be located and domiciled in ———, 
State of : 
All of which is respectfully submitted. A. R. WINFIELD. 


R. Alexander, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and laid on 
the table for one day. It is as follows: * 


REPORT OF THE COMMIfPTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. 2. 


Your Committee on Boundaries would respectfully beg leave to 
submit their Report No. 2, as follows—we recommend: 

t. That the memorial of the Western Virginia Conference be 
granted, and the line between the Western Virginia and Baltimore 
Conferences be so changed as to transfer the counties of Monroe, 
Greenbrier, and Pocahontas, to the Western Virginia Conference. 

2. That the memorial for a change of boundaries between the 
Baltimore and Holston Conferences be granted, and that the same be 
so changed as to run a straight line from Jacksonville, in Floyd 
county, to Central Depot, in Montgomery county, so as to embrace 
the territory known as the New Hope Circuit, in the Holston Conference. 

3. That your committee deem it inexpedient to grant the memorial 
from Elizabeth City and other Quarterly Conferences, at this time, 
asking that the Virginia Conference be divided, and they recommend 
that the prayer be not granted. 

4. That the Prestonburg, Big Sandy, and Piketon Circuits be trans- 
ferred from the Kentucky Conference to the Western Virginia Con- 


ference. 
5. That the territory of Louisiana Conference lying in the north- 


west corner of the State, north of Soda Lake, and west of Red River, 


be transferred and added to Trinity Conference. 
6. That the memorial to transfer a part of Attala county, Mississipp}, 


to the Mississippi Conference be not granted. 
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7. That the memorial to change the name of the Mississippi Con 
ference to that of the ‘South Mississippi’’ Conference, be not con- 
curred in. 

8. That the name of Trinity Conference be, and the same is hereby, 
changed to that of ‘‘ North Texas’’ Conference. 

g. That the words ‘‘Island Creek’’ be substituted in the place of 
the words ‘‘ Battle Creek,’’ where the same occurs in the description 
of the boundary line between the Holston and North Alabama Con- 
ferences, so as to make ‘‘Island Creek,’’ instead of ‘‘ Battle Creek,’’ 
the south-west boundary line of the Holston Conference. 

ro. That the memorial from West Texas Conference, asking to have 
the Colorado River made the eastern boundary of said Conference, be 
not granted. 

11. That the eastern boundary of West Texas Conference be so 
extended 4s to include the following described territory, viz.: Com- 
mencing on the present eastefn line of the said Conference at a point 
where the county lines of Travis, Hays, and Caldwell counties inter- 
sect; thence due north to the mouth of Barton’s Creek; thence with 
the Colorado River until it intersects the present boundary. 

12. That the ‘Catawba Circuit’’ be, and the same is hereby, 
declared to be in, and form a part of, the Holston Conference. 

13. The memorials from White River, Arkansas, and St. Louis 
Conferences, respectively, were, by the petitioners, withdrawn by the 
consent of the committee, and hence no action on them will be had. 

Respectfully submitted. R. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 

R. S. ANDERSON, Secretary. 


Also a Minority Report, presented by W. P. Conway and others, 
of said committee. It is as follows: 


MINORITY REPORT FOR REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. 2. 


We, the undersigned, members of the Committee on Boundaries, 
dissenting from the vote of the majority by which the Lewisburg 
District of the Baltimore Annual Conference was detached from said 
Conference, and attached to the Western Virginia Conference, ask 
leave to present this minority report, and respectfully ask that the 
boundaries between the said Conferences shall remain as now estab- 
lished. W. P. Conway, 

for himself and other members of minority. 

On motion of W. C. Johnson, the time was extended to continue 
the call for reports from standing committees. 

W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Chairman of the Committee on Missions, 
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presented Reports Nos. 3 and 4 of that committee, which were read, 
and laid on the table for one day. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 3. 


Your committee have had under consideration a resolution, signed 
by H. H. Montgomery and C. G. Andrews, referred to us, and would 
respectfully recommend : 

That the Bishop, who may visit the Pacific Conference at its next 
session, if deemed advisable by the College of Bishops, also visit our 
mission in China, and ordain any native preachers who may be recom- 
mended by our missionaries in that field. The committee also 
recommend that the traveling expenses of the Bishop from San Fran- 
cisco to China and back to San Francisco, be paid out of the Mis- 
sionary Treasury. W. G. E. CunNnyncHaM, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 4. 

Your committee have considered the resolution, signed by J. M. 
McTeer, C. Long, and E. E. Wiley, asking that the Board of Missions 
take under its control and support the Cherokee Indians in Echota 
Mission, Holston Conference; also a resolution, signed by H. H. 
Montgomery and H. F. Johnson, asking that the Choctaw Indians, 
within the bounds of the Mississippi Conference, be taken under the 
care of the Board of Missions. The committee recommend that the 
Board be instructed to take charge of these missions. 

W. G. E. Cunnyncuam, Chairman. 

Also Report No. 5 of the same committee, which was read and 


adopted. It is as follows: 
* REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 5. 

In reference to the preamble and resolution, offered by George M. 
Winton and George M. Jones, requesting the Board of Missions to 
appropriate one thousand dollars for the free distribution of Dr. Hay- 
good’s ‘‘Essay on Missions,’’ your committee would respectfully 
report: ; 

That while we highly appreciate the admirable essay of Dr. Hay- 
good, we do not think the state of the missionary treasury would 
justify the Board in making such an appropriation, and, besides, we 
believe the merits of the essay will ensure its general circulation 
~ among our people. W. G. E. Cunnyncuam, Chairman. 


T. J. Magruder, Chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
over under the rules. It is as follows: 

8 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 5. 


1. The paper submitted by H. J. Adams and A. G. Haygood, in 
reference to Sunday-school Associations for districts, stations, and 
circuits, has been considered, and “the committee report soz-con- 
currence. 

2. The committee has had under consideration the resolutions 
signed by H. J. Adams and A. G. Haygood, in reference to the im- 
portance of uniformity in the use of our Sunday-school literature, and 
submit the following: 

Whereas there are Sunday-schools in our pastoral charges which do 
not use the Sunday-school publications of our Church; therefore, 

Resolved, Vhat the following words be added to the first sentence 
in Chap. 5, Sec. 5, p. 113: ‘And let the schools be under our own 
denominational control, and use our own publications.”’ 

The section, thus amended, will read as follows: 

*‘Let Sunday-schools be formed in all congregations where ten 
children can be collected for that purpose; and let the schools be 
under the control of our own denomination, and use our own publica- 
tions.”’ T. J. MacrRupDEr, Chairman. 


W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and 
laid over for one day. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 5. 


Your committee, after carefully examining, and with great interest 
anu p.easure, the report of the Publishing Committee of our German 
Periodicals, Der Familienfreund and Der Kinderfreund, submit the 
following report: 

Der Familienfreund, adopted by the General Conference of 1870, as 
our German Church-paper, is published every other week in New Orleans, 
at one dollar a year, and is edited by the Rev. J. B. A. Ahrens; the Rey. 
Ed. N.S. Blogg, Associate Editor. It is a bold and thorough, honest 
and faithful, journal, devoted to the advancement of Christianity, and 
the advocacy among the Germans of the doctrines and polity of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, many thousands of whom are 
accessible to us, particularly in Louisiana and Texas. The paper, we 
are informed, is a regular visitor in every family of our German mem- 
bership in Louisiana and Texas, and besides, it has many readers 
elsewhere, and even among those who are not members of our Church. 
The fact that it visits every family is certainly noteworthy. It shows 
alike the merit of the paper, and the thorough training of our German 
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membership in this line of duty; and it is commended as an example 
to our English-reading membership. . 

Der Kinderfreund, our German Sunday-school paper, is published 
monthly at the same office as Der Familienfreund, and we are 
glad to learn that it is received and read by every German Sunday- 
school in our Church. * This example ‘also may be commended for 
imitation. 

Editorial service on these papers is performed without salary, thus 
reducing the cost of publication to the lowest figures. ‘The office has 
property on hand consisting of types, stands, plates, furniture, etc., 
valued at $900, and money due, $600; total, $1,500. The amount 
of indebtedness is $100, which, subtracted from ¢1,500, leaves $1,400 
as profit in four years. 

The Publishing House at Nasivitic has issued in German, the Hymn 
Book, Discipline, Catechism, Sunday-school Song Book, and Sundiy- 
school Tune Book—all edited by the Rev. J. B. A. Ahrens. ‘To these 
publications the Book Agent is expected to add others whenever the 
demand shall justify it. 

It is very desirable that Der Familienfreund should be published 
weekly, and that it should be furnished with a better and fuller supply 
of printing material. But as it is not expedient to devolve any part 
of the expense of the paper upon the Publishing House, other means 
should be devised to obtain the funds necessary to accomplish the 
object in view. 

The following resolutions are offered for adoption by the General 
Conference, viz. : 

Resolved, 1. That the Publishing Committee of our German papers 
be authorized, according to their request, to solicit contributions with 
which to purchase printing material for the purpose of enabling them, 
at an early day, to publish Der Hamilienfreund weekly, and in a 
better manner. 

Resolved, 2. That the Rev. J. B. A. Ahrens be appointed editor of 
our German papers for the next four years, with the Rev. Ed. N, S. 
Blogg, corresponding editor of Der Familienfreund, and that the 
Publishing Committee consist of the Rev. F. Vordenbauman, the 
Rey. John A. Pauly, and the Rev. J. B. A. Ahrens. 

Respectfully submitted. W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 


J. W. Hanner, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 4 of said committee, which was read and laid over under 
the rules. It is as follows: : 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 4. 


On sundry papers the committee offer the following recommenda- 
tions: | 

Non-concurrence with a resolution 6f W. M. Cook and J. W. Whit- 
ten, to define what number of stewards and trustees constitutes a 
quorum. 

2. Paper signed J. S. Kennedy and C. Long, proposing to fix the 
membership of local preachers in certain cases. Vo farther legislation 
NeCESSATY. 

3. Concurrence with a resolution of C. Long and J. W. Gaut, to 
strike out the phrase, ‘“‘With closed doors,’’ p. 110, Chap. 5, Sec. 3, 
Ans. 1, so that the paragraph as amended shall read: ‘‘Ans. 1. Love- 
feasts shall be held quarterly, or at such other times as the preacher in 
charge may consider expedient, to which, besides Church-members, 
other serious persons may be admitted by him.” 

4. LVon-concurrence with the resolution of C. I. Vandeventer and J. 
E. Ryland, to publish the ‘‘ Bishops’ Address’’ of 1870 in the Dis- 
cipline. 

5. On a resolution of L. S. Reed and R. Pollard, to discourage 
operatic singing in our churches. Your committee believe the direc- 
tions given on pages ro8—9 are sufficient, and deem farther legislation 
on this subject needless. 

6. On a resolution of M. Price and E. A. Martin, respecting the 
powers of a Presiding Elder, xo legislation ts needed. 

7. A resolution of L. D. Palmer and others to change the word 
‘‘present’’ to prosecute, is returned to the General Conference with 
the request that it be referred to the Committee on Church Trials. 

8. On sundry papers signed by C. W. Miller, H. A. Bourland, and 
others, asking a change in the Rituai for Baptism, your committee cov- 
cur with recommending the following proposed changes in Chap. 13, 
Sec. 2, p. 188: After the word ‘‘as,”’ in the first line of the exhorta- 
tion, strike out all to the pronoun ‘*J,’’ and insert in lieu thereof, 
*‘Our Saviour, Christ, commanded his apostles to go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost.’’ Then substitute the word goodness for ‘‘mercy,”’ 
being for ‘‘may be,’’ may also be baptized with for ‘and,’ Living for 
“‘lively,’’ so that the paragraph, as amended, shall read: 

‘*Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour Christ commanded his 
apostles to go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost: I beseech you to call 
upon God, the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his 


? 
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bounteous goodness he will grant to ¢izs chidd that which by nature he 
cannot have; that 4e being baptized with water, may also be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church, and be 
made a living member of the same.”’ 

It is also recommended that the prayer on page 190, Chap. 13, Sec. 
2, third paragraph, be changed by striking out the phrase, ‘‘ Did shed 
out of his most precious side both water and blood,’’ and in lieu 
thereof inserting, “Did shed his most prectous blood.’” Then strike © 
out the words, ‘‘the supplications of thy congregation; and grant,”’ 
so that the paragraph, as amended, 


) 


and insert, ‘our supplications; 
shall read : 

‘Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed his most precious blood, 
and gave commandment to his disciples that they should go teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, regard, we beseech thee, our supplications 
that ¢hzs child, now to be baptized, may receive the fullness of thy 
grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and elect chil- 
dren, through.Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”’ 

’ Furthermore, it is recommended that the exhortation on pp. 193-94, 
Sec. 3, Chap. 13, be conformed to the proposed changes, as above, so 
that this amended paragraph shall read’: 

‘«Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour Christ commanded his 
apostles to go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, I beseech you to call 
upon. God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his boun- 
teous goodness he will grant to ¢hese persons that which by nature ¢hey 
cannot have; that ¢hey, being baptized with water, may also be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church, 
and be made living members of the same.”’ 

9. With a resolution of W. G. Veal and others, to amend Disci- 
pline, p. 167, paragraph 2, by inserting after the words, ‘‘shall be,’’ 
invested in other Church-property. Paragraph, as amended: 

‘¢2. The trustees, with the consent of the preacher in charge, and 
th: Quarterly Conference, shall have power to sell any Church or 
parsonage property which has gone out of use, or should be removed 
to another place, the proceeds of which shall be invested in other 
Church-property, under the direction of the Quarterly Conference.”’ 
Your committee concur. | 

to. On a resolution of same, to have the Discipline published with 
marginal references to proof texts of doctrines, your committee recom- 
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mend that your Book Editor be instructed to append to each article 
of religion references to some of the texts by which it is sustained. 
Respectfully submitted. J. W. Hanner, Chairman. 


A resolution of H. W. Wescott, concerning the boundaries of the 
Illinois Conference, and one of I. L. Burrow, concerning the bounda- 
ries of the White River Conference, were offered, and referred to the 
.Committee on Boundaries. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 16, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Marvin in the chair. 

-Religious exercises were conducted by H. J. Adams. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

J. A. Duncan, clerical delegate from the Virginia Conference, appeared 
and took his seat. = 

Bishop Doggett then took the chair. 

F. C. Robbins and T. M. Jones, lay delegates from the North Car- 
olina Conference, and W. R. Denny, lay delegate from the Baltimore 
Conference, asked and obtained leave of absence after to-day; and J. 
E. Brodwater, lay delegate from the Virginia Conference, after Monday. 
H. C. Bailey, lay delegate from*the Memphis Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence on account of the serious illness of his wife. 
J. D. Thomas, lay delegate from the Texas Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence on account of family affliction. 

L. M. Lee, Chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, presented 
Report No. 1 of said committee, approving the character and admin- 
istration of the Bishops, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. I. 


The Committee on Episcopacy have called the names of our Bishops, 
one by one, and have carefully reviewed and examined the life and 
official administration of each for the four years last past, and have 
found them d/ameless. L. M. Lege, Chairman. 

R. A. Youne, Secretary. 

Also Report No. 2 of said committee, on episcopal decisions, 
which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 2. 


The Committee on Episcopacy have carefully considered the paper 
signed by B. Craven, N. H. D. Wilson, and L. S. Burkhead, concern- 
ing the decisions of our Bishops, and unanimously recommend— 
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That all episcopal decisions, approved by the College of Bishops, 
and accompanied by such brief statements of the cases as may be nec- 
essary and proper, shall be prepared by the Book Editor, and published 
in book form. L. M. LrEe, Chairman. 

R. A. Youne, Secretary. 


Also Report No. 3 of said committee, on a violation of the law on 
the pastoral term, which was read. 

A motion of N. Head, for indefinite postponement, did not prevail, 
and the report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 3. 


The paper signed by W. M. Leftwich and A. T. Scruggs, asking for 
an expression of opinion as to the legality of continuing an effective. 
traveling preacher ten or fifteen years in one pastoral charge, by the 
appointment of Bishops and Presiding Elders, was considered at length, 
and the committee return the following answer: 

They are unable to see how, under any proper administration of the 
Discipline, the case supposed in the resolution of W. M. Leftwich and 
A. T. Scruggs could occur, except in violation of the Discipline, and we 
hereby express our disapproval of such a policy. See Discipline, p. 
Gtr ONES an SEC 2. L. M. Lee, Chairman. 

R. A. YounG, Secretary. 


Also Report No. 4 of said committee, not favoring the strengthen- | 
ing of the Episcopacy, which was read. 

A. E. Goodwyn offered the following. substitute for the resolution of 
the report: ' 

“‘ Resolved, That this General Conference elect two additional Bish- 
ops.”’ 

After some discussion, J. M. Sharpe called for the previous question. 
The call was not sustained, the vote being 127 to 73. 

On motion of S. Bobo, the substitute was laid on the table. 

J. Hamilton moved the adoption of the report. 

A.-L. P. Green moved, as a substitute, that the Conference elect 
one additional Bishop. 

On motion of P. Tuggle, the motion was laid on the table. The 
report was then adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 4. 


The Committee on Episcopacy have thoroughly discussed the ques- 
tion presented in the paper signed by A. E. Goodwyn and J. Harvey 


i 
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Brigham, asking them to inquire into the expediency of electing two 
additional Bishops at this General Conference, and by a decided 
majority passed the following resolution: 

That we do not concur in their recommendation to increase the num- 
ber of Bishops; but to supply a felt want of the Church west of the 
Mississippi River, we request the Bishops so to distribute their epis- 
copal labors as to give the West more of their time and service than 
heretofore, especially in ‘Texas and California. 


L. M. Ler, Chairman. 
R. A. YounG, Secretary. 


J. E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 5. 


1. The paper signed by J. S. Kennedy and J. M. McTeer, asking 
that the Discipline be so chamged as that the authority for ‘licensing 
proper persons to preach, and of renewing their license annually, 
and of recommending suitable candidates to the Annual Conference for 
deacon’s and elder’s orders in the local connection, and for admission 
on trial,’’ etc., ‘‘be transferred from the Quarterly to the District Con- 
ference,’ has received due attention, and the committee, with great 
unanimity, recommend mon-concurrence. 

2. The preamble and resolution signed by P. A. Peterson, M. S. 
Andrews, A. M. Shipp, and A. R. Winfield, ‘‘inquiring into the expe- 
diency of changing the second restrictive rule so as to make the aggre- 
gate of ministers and laymen in connection with the Annual Confer-. 
ences the basis of representation of said Conferences in the General 
Conference,’’ has been examined and considered, and the committee 
recommend that the change be zof made: 

3. The resolution signed by W. H. Potter and W. F. Cook, of the 
North Georgia Conference, ‘inquiring into the expediency of chang- 
ing the law of the Church in relation to the representation of local 
preachers in the Annual and General Conferences;’’ and the resolution 
signed by W. A. McCarty and Linus Parker, relating to the same sub- 
ject, have received the attentive consideration of the committee, 
and while they express their high appreciation of the local ministry 
of our Church, and feel a jealous regard for all their rights and immu- 
nities, they nevertheless recommend that xo change be made at pres- 
ent in the existing law of the Church touching the subjects referred to 
in the resolution. 
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4. A memorial from the Marion District Conference ¢S. C.), dated 
Nov. 16, 1869, and addressed to the General Conference of 1870, 
signed by ‘‘Wm. C. Power and C.D. Rowell, L. P., Committee,” 
requesting the transfer, by the General Conference, of the authority 
‘to grant and to renew licenses to preach, and to recommend candi- 
dates for admission into the itinerancy,’’ from the Quarterly to the 
District Conferences, has received respectful notice by the committee; 
but, having disposed of this question ina previous part of this report, 
they recommend non-compliance with the petition of the memorialisis. 

Respectfully submitted. ~ Joan E. Epwarps, Chairman. 


A motion of A. R. Winfield to reconsider did not prevail. 

M. Brown, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, NO, 2. 


Your Committee of Finance, to whonr has been referred!‘‘4 Plan 
for the Support of Superannuated Preachers,’’ presented and signed by 
Revs. M. S. Andrews and William Shapard, and to whom has also 
been referred a ‘‘memorial of South Georgia Conference on the sub- 
ject of superannuated preachers’ and widows claims,’ and to whom 
has also been referred a memorial from the Quarterly Conference of 
‘lyler Station, East Texas Conference, on the same subject, all look- 
ing to the same general purpose, beg leave to report that they have 
fully considered the subject, and deem it their duty to report against 
the adoption of either of the changes in our Discipline proposed in 
the papers above referred to. But in lieu of the plans proposed by the 
several papers referred to us, a majority of the committee has directed 
the undersigned, as chairman of the committee, to report the fol- 
lowing: 

Sec. 5, ‘‘OF the Joint Board of Finance,”’ paragraph 3, page 150 
of Discipline, clause 1, add, after the word “‘ necessities,’ ‘‘And the 
time of service rendered,’’ so that the clause (1) will read as follows: 

“‘To receive all moneys collected as Conference collections or other- 
wise, and distribute the same to the superannuated preachers, and the 
widows and orphans of deceased members of the Conference, accord- 
ing to their best judgment of their several necessities and time of serv- 
ice rendered.” 

The undersigned, Chairman of the Committee of Finance, reports 
the foregoing proposed change in our Discipline, in obedience to the 
direction of a majority of the committee, without approving it himself. 
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Your Committee of Finance has also had under consideration the 
resolution introduced and signed by M. M. Pugh and N. Scarritt, 
which is hereto attached, and made part of this report, marked exhibit 
A. After due deliberation, we recomniend that said resolution do not 
pass. 

Your Committee of Finance has also examined and duly considered 
the ‘memorial from the Mississippi Conference,’’ hereto attached, and 
made part of this report, as exhibit B, and beg leave to report that 
we cleem it inexpedient to make the proposed change. 

Your Committee of Finance has also had under consiceration and 
examination the resolution signed by J. L. de Yampert, Richard H. 
Powell, and Andrew Hunter, first referred to the Conimittee on Re- 
visal, and then referred to us, which is hereto attached as exhibit C, 
and made part of this report; and after due deliberation, we beg 
leave to report that we recommend zon concurrence, and that it do not 
pass. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Mitton Brown, Chairman. 


A. A. Gilbert, T. P. Cobb, and D. K. Pittman, of said committee, 
presented a minority report, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, NO= 2. 


The undersigned, representing a minority of the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the memorials of the South Georgia 
Conference, and of the Quarterly Conference of Tyler Station, East 
Texas Conference, and a paper signed by M. S. Andrews and W. 
Shapard, of the Alabama Conference, praying a change of the Dis- 
cipline to the effect that Joint Boards of Finance shall apportion the 
moneys raised for superannuated preachers, and the widows and 
orphans of preachers, upon a scale of graduation, the basis of which 
shall be the length of time of service previous to: superannuation or 
death, differing in opinion with the majority of said committee, and 
having considered the matter maturely, recommend non-concurrence in 
the prayer.of the memorialists—that there be no disciplinary change 
in this respect, and that the several Joint Boards of Finance through- 
out our bounds continue to distribute said moneys as heretofore, upon 
the basis of the necessities of the parties concerned in the distribution. 

Respectfully submitted. A. A. GILBERT, 
PHPY Coss, 
‘ D. K. Pirrman, 
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H. A. Stollenwerck, of said committee, gave notice’ that another 
minority report would be presented. 

A memorial from Galveston, Texas, in relation to our Sunday-school 
lessons, was presented, and referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools 

A memorial of O. M. Addison, in regard to a Hymn and Tune 
Book, was presented, and referred to the Committee on Books and 
Periodicals. 

A resolution of F. W. Earnest and J. M. McTeer, ‘‘ That no more 
resolutions be received by the Conference until the reports of com- 
mittees that have been lying on the table for one day be acted on by 
the Conference,’’ on motion of J. E. Evans, was laid on the table. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett and E. E. Wiley, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Books and Periodicals be instructed 
to review and revise the Chapter on the Publishing Interests of the 
‘Church, adopted by the General Conference of 1866. 

A resolution of M. Evans and R. Hiner, in reference to the organ- 
izing of baptized children into classes. Referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-schools. 

On motion of R. J. Morgan and James Jackson, it was ordered that 
on and after Tuesday, May 19, the Conference will hold morning and 
afternoon sessions. 

W. M. Leftwich, A. T. Scruggs, T. Polk, and N. Handy, offered a 
resolution in paca to Conference boundaries in Missouri. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin and J. L. de Yampert, it was 

Resolved, That this General Conference will not, after Monday 
next, entertain any memorial or resolution looking to a change of 
Discipline. 

A motion of M. S. Andrews to lay it on the table was lost. 

A resolution of G. A. Dannelly and J. Mackey, concerning the 
place of holding a Quarterly Conference, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. 

H. A. Bourland and J. H. Pritchett offered a resolution relating to 
the printing of the Apostles’ Creed in the Sunday-school Hymn and 
Tune Books, which was read, and referred to the Committee on Books 
and Periodicals. 

On motion of T. Polk and A. T. Scruggs 

Resolved, That hereafter immediately ae the call for petitions, 
memorials, and appeals, the Conferences shall be called in order for 
resolutions. | 
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I. L. Burrow, F. M. Paine, and W. T. Harris, offered a resolution 
referring to the price of our publications, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

A motion of T. Ramsey, to reconsider the action by which the 
Montana Conference was organized, did not prevail. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That: from and after this day the reports of committees, 
and other business of the Conference, be taken up in regular calendar 
order, and thus announced by the Chair, from which there shall be no — 
departure, except in the case of special orders already made, without 
a two-thirds vote of the Conference. A.A, GILBERT, 

S. H. BRowNE. 


A. G. Haygood, T. M. Meriwether, S. Anthony, W. H. Fleming, 
H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, and W. H. Potter, presented a paper in 
reference to Orphans’ Homes, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. : 

W. J. Clark, lay delegate from Trinity Conference, asked, but did 
not obtain, leave of absence. 

An invitation was received from the Mayor and Council of Louis- 
ville to witness the parade of the Fire Department at 4 P.M. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 18, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by A. H. Redford. 

The Minutes were tead and approved. 

Bishop McTyeire then took the chair. 

Lovick Pierce, lay reserve delegate of North Georgia Conference, 
appeared and took his seat, in place of A. H. Colquitt. 

A memorial from M. Morgan and others, referring to the bounda- 
ries between the North Georgia and Holston Conferences, was pre- 
sented, and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

A motion of W. B. Machen, to reconsider the vote by which the 
Minority Report No. 2 of the Committee on Sunday-schools was 
adopted, did not prevail, the vote being 71 to 76. 

The delegates from the West St. Louis and Missouri Conferences 
offered a resolution respecting boundaries, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. M. McTeer and J. M. Winton offered a resolution favoring the 
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making of provision for the families of deceased ministers on probation, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

H. A. Stollenwerck, of the Committee on Finance, presented a 
minority report for Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read 
and laid on the table under the rules. (See page 590.) 

A. H. Redford and J. B. McFerrin offered a resolution respecting 
the support of families of deceased Bishops, which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

M. S. Andrews and others offered a resolution respecting Presiding 
Elders’ Districts, which was read and laid on the table under the rules. 
It is as follows: ’ 

Whereas, in many sections of the Church it is altogether practicable 
and desirable to enlarge the Presiding Elders’ Districts beyond they/ 
present disciplinary number of fourteen appointments; and, whereas, 
the missionary treasury 1s now frequently taxed to sustain the Presid- 
ing Eldership, in consequence of which the Domestic Missionary work 
in many places is greatly crippled; and, whereas, because of the im- 
poverished condition of many portions of our territory at this time, 
the regular pastorate is heavily taxed on account of the hmited field 
from which the Presiding Eider derives his support; and, whereas, it 
is the opinion of many that if a little more elasticity could be intro- 
duced into the machinery of the Church with regard to the formation 
and extent of Presiding Elders’ Districts, that the popular objections 
to the venerable and necessary office will be greatly obviated; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, Vhat the Bishops are hereby authorized to include in a 
Presiding Elder’s District more than fourteen appointments, when in 
their judgment it may be advisable, and an Annual Conference shall 
so request: provided that no District shall be made so large that the 
Presiding Elder cannot hold two meetings a year, embracing Saturday 
and Sunday, on all the circuits. 

J. HAMILTON, 

M. S. ANDREWS, 
Joun E. Epwarps, 
James A. Duncan, 

P. A. PETERSON, 
WILLIAM SHAPARD, 

R, H.- Powe, 

W. A. McCarty, 

H. A. STOLLENWERCK, 
Jaw. Hinaon: 
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W. M. Leftwich, W. B. Machen, and J. S. Lithgow, offered a 
resolution referring to the appointment of Sunday-school super- 
intendents, which was read and referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

The order of the day being Renort No. 1 of the Committee on 
‘Missions, and a Minority Report of A. R. Winfield of said committee, 
was taken up. Both reports were read. 

The report of the majority was then acted upon item by item. 

‘The Chair decided that as the adoption of the minority report was , 
not moved, it was not in order. 

L. M. Lee appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

A motion was made to adopt Art. 1 of the proposed Soiesst avidin 

A. R. Winfield moved as a substitute the adoption of Art. 1 of the 
Constitution reported'in the report of the minority. 

After some discussion, on motion of J. Hamilton, both reports were 
recommitted, that the Committee on Missions may make a report com- 
bining the best features of both reports. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries, laid on the table 
May 8, was taken up and acted upon item by item. A motion of J. 
M. Boland, to amend item g by striking out the word “not,’’ did not 
obtain, and the report was adopted. (See pp. 409, 410.) 

R. E. Anderson, lay delegate from the Missouri Conference; G. 
M. Jones, lay delegate from the West St. Louis Conference; and W. 
J. Clark, lay delegate from the Trinity Conference, asked and obtained 
leave of absence. 

An invitation was received’ from J. P. Morton & Co. to visit their 
printing rooms. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and _ benediction 
by Dr. Thomas Maddin. 


Tuesday Morning, May 19, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the chair, 

Divine service was conducted by H. H. Montgomery. 

‘The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Keener then took the chair, and called for reports of stand- 
ing committees. 

J.,E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 6 of said committee, which was read and adopted. 
It is as follows: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 6; 


The preamble and resolution, signed by J. M. McTeer and J. M. 
Winton, inquiring into the expediency of so changing the law of the 
Church as to allow the widows and orphan children of deceased 
preachers, who were on /za/Z in an Annual Conference, to receive 
relief from Conference funds, when, in the judgment of the Joint 
Board of Finance, such relief might be deemed proper, have received 
the consideration of the committee, with the recommendation that no 
change be made in the existing law of the Church on the subject. 

Respectfully submitted. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 


Also Report No. 7, on the Journals of the Annual Conferences, 
which was read, and, pending the reading, the order of the day, 
having arrived, was postponed to contintie the action on the report. 

The report was full and elaborate, and, on motion of W. M. Rush, 
was adopted. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. 7. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have had under careful examination 
the Journals of the several Annual Conferences, embracing the 
Conference sessions held since the General Conference of 1870, and 
regret to be compelled to report no very marked improvement in 
these records as compared with the report made at the last General 
Conference. 

At the General Conference of 1866, an order was made requiring 
«Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences to record al/ the acts 
of the Conference, of every kind whatever, in the consecutive order of 
their occurrence, or in an appendix,’’ including ‘‘complaints, charges, 
specifications—with the decisions in all cases—all resolutions, reports 
of committees, statistics, memoirs, appointments of preachers, and 
whatever else enters*into and constitutes a complete historical record 
of an Annual Conference.’* It was further ordered by the General 
Conference of 1866 that the Bishops should ‘‘supervise the Conference 
Journals’’ and ‘‘direct the Secretaries to the requirements of the 


? 


General Conference as to the manner of keeping their Journals,’’ and 
that they should ‘affix their signatures in all cases to the Minutes of 
the Conferences over which they preside.’’ 

The General Conference of 1870 further provided, by resolution, 
that the Secretaries ‘‘ be requested to keep up a running heading from 
page to page of the Journals, stating the date of the Conference 
session,’’ and that the Béshops ‘be respectfully requested to see that 


the regular questions are recorded by the Secretaries in their numerical 
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notation, and answered; and that they give particular direction as to 
the recording of the memoirs of the deceased preachers, and the 
reports of committees.” 

After all this particularity, we are sorry to find the Journals of so 
many of the Conferences defective in the record of resolutions, reports 
of committees, statistics, and in various other particulars, necessary 
to constitute these Journals ‘‘a complete historical record of each 
Annual Conference.”’ 

1. We note a very general failure to record the regular questions 
under which, according to the Discipline, the business of the Confer- 
ence should be journalized. 

2. A general omission of charges and specifications in cases of trial. 

3. Very defective records.of reports of committees, etc. 

4. A want of discrimination as to the official relation of preachers 
ordained, in the reports of the Bishops to the Secretaries. Query— 
Is it the duty of the Secretaries to make this discrimination? 

5. In very many instances we discover that the Minutes are not 
read and approved. 

6. In several instances, the Journals are without the signatures of 
the presiding Bishops. 

7. Reports of statistics and other reports are, in several instances, . 
in the form of printed slips, cut from newspapers and the printed 
Minutes, and pasted in an appendix to the Journal. 

8. A general failure to keep up a running heading to the pages of 
the Journals, and very frequently an absence of marginal notes and 
references. 

g: The business of the Conference transacted under a wrong 
notation of the questions. 

to. In several instances, ‘‘a preacher in the chair,’ 
record 6f how he came there. : 

11. Frequently, of preachers received on trial, and into full con- 


without any 


nection, and also elected to orders, without any reference to examina- 
tion on the Course of Study prescribed by the Bishops. 

With these preliminary observations, to which we invite the particu- 
Jar attention of our Bishops, with the design of invoking their special 
attention to the records of the several Annual Conferences over which 
they may preside, hoping thereby to prevent the recurrence of the 
errors and defects to which we particularly allude, we proceed to 
submit the following criticisms on the Conference Journals. 

Baltimore Conference.—The Journal of this Conference is pro- 
nounced above criticism. We take pleasure in reporting it as a 
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faultless specimen of journalism, in the record of all the proceedings of 
an Annual Conference, and as meeting all the requirements imposed 
on Conference Secretaries. 

Virginta Conference.—TYhe Journal reflects much credit on the 
Secretary. It is unexceptionable, except in the following particu- 
lars: 

The roll-call stands on the record, at the opening of the Conference 
sessions, before the minute in relation to the religious exercises. 

The report of the ordinations by the Bishops, at each of the Con- 
ferences, under review, is without any discrimination between local 
and traveling preachers. 

The Journal is without marginal references or notes. In many 
instances questions not recorded, and where recorded, full answers not 
given. 

There is a want of uniformity in the Minutes, in relation to the 
notice taken of the examinations on the Course of Study. Many of 
the reports are in the form of slips cut from the printed Minutes and 
pasted in the appendix. 

In addition to the foregqing, we note an omission to record the 
fact that, an applicant for elder’s orders, on the part of a local 
deacon, was accompanied by the ‘‘note certifying his belief in the 
doctrine and discipline of our Church.”’ 

The running heading, from page to page, and, from day to day, 
not kept up. 

Western Virginia Conference.—The appendices of the Journal are 
largely made up of printed matter, clipped from newspapers, and 
pasted on the pages of the record book. In many instances, and for 
the most part, where the matter in the appendices is written, the 
seme, instead of ‘being neatly recorded in the pages of the Journal, 
has been pasted therein, giving these appendices more the appearance 
of a rough scrap-book than of a well-kept Journal. 

Subjects in the form of notes, foot and marginal, which ought, in 
some instances, to have been inserted in the body of the proceedings,, 
and in others, to have been omitted altogether, are found recorded. 
Of the former, is a note on page 137, and another on page 146, em- — 
bodying communications from Bishop Kavanaugh, concerning the 
ordination of» certain preachers. Of the latter, is a note by the 
Secretary, on page 153, explaining why he was called away from the 
Conference; and also a marginal note by the Secretary, on page 194,. 
with reference to the report of a committee in his own case, which is 
out of place and in bad taste. In the case of J. C. Tinsley, noticed 
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on page 147, and in appendix, page 166, in which a trial was had, 
neither charges nor specifications are distinctly stated. 

With the above exceptions, the Minutes are recorded with fullness 
and accuracy. . 

Lolston Conference.—Journal for the most part correct. Twice dur- 
ing the Conference sessions of 1870 we find a member of the Confer- 
ence in the chair without any note of his appointment by the Bishop, 
or otherwise. (See pages 316, 319.) Each session during the quad- 
rennial term closed without reading the Minutes of the last eee 
as also of the evening session, 1873, page 108. 

The record of 1873 is defaced by blurs and erasures. Aside from 
these minor defects, the record is almost a perfect.model of jour- 
nalism. 

NNorth Carolina Conference. —The Journal of this Conference is 
admirably kept in every particular. We cannot speak of it in terms 
of too high commendation. All the conditions of complete and thor- 
ough Conference journalism are met. More we need not say} but, if 
we were to descend to minute particulars, much more might be said in 
its praise and commendation. 

South Carolina Conference.—TVhis Journal also has much in its praise. 
We note, however, the following inaccuracies: 

At the session of 1872 the character of several elders passed under 
Question 18, instead of Question 20. Under Question 1 two persons 
were admitted on trial without any reference to recommendation or 
examination. 

Page 197, Question 6 is quoted as reading, ‘‘Who are admitted from 
other Conferences?’’ which is neither the language nor the sense of 
Question 6. 

Page 222, under Question 17 the character of one-elder is arrested, 
and the character of several others passed—business that should have 
come under Question 20. 

Page 228, the character of several elders pass under Question 18. 

On page 222 the character of Samuel Lander is passed, and he left 
effective. Page 225, under Question 20, the character of Samuel 
Lander is again passed (if this is the same person), and he is made 
effective. Query—Can a Conference make a man effective ? 

Page 232, we read, ‘‘The relation of S. A. Weber was changed, 
and was made effective.’’ Did not the reconsideration of the vote by 
which he was made supernumerary, or superannuated, leave him effective ? 

North Georgia Conference.—Many excellences in this Journal, but 
still there are defects worthy of notice. 
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Session 1870, top of pages without date; pages 149, 155, examina: 
tions of elders without question being recorded; page 151, Question 
12 should be 20. Page 156, John W. McGehee located without the 
Question 16, and not stated whether elder or deacon. Page 164, elders 
ordained without Question’'13. Page 11, deacons ordained with same 
omission. Page 166, Minutes not read and approved. Reports kept 
in printed slips, pasted in appendix. : 

Session 1871, top of pages without heading. Page 180, Questions 
17, 18, not recorded. Page 186, R. J. Howell passed examination of 
character without question, and not stated whether elder or deacon. 
Same in regard to E. P. Burch. Page 206, J. B. Payne superannuated 
without stating his previous relation, and without Question 18. 

Session 1872, page 224, elders examined without Question 20. Also 
examinations without stating official relation to the Conference. No 
record of last day’s proceedings being read and approved. 

Session 1873, page 244, preachers admitted without Question 1 
being asked—all done under Question 2. 

South Georgia Conference.—The Journal of this Conference is well 
and neatly kept. At the session of 1870, page 83, the examination 
of character is taken up without the record of the question. This 
omission frequently occurs. 

Page 85, Daniel Pope was J sista aise but the record does not say 
how, or to what. e 

Page g1, Minutes not read and approved. 

Page 104, The Minutes do not show who are the superannuated. © 

Page 129, Report of Committee on Memoirs cut out of a printed 
paper and pasted on the Journal. 

Page 153, W. H. Rogers admitted on trial without the question. 

With these minor exceptions the Journal is worthy of high com- 
mendation. It is proper to add that there is no roll of members 
recorded at any session of the quadrennial term. We note also the 
absence of a running heading. 

Florida Conference.—The Journal of this Conference, containing 
the records for 1871-72, was lost by accident. 

The Journal for 1873-74 is in the main correct, and neatly kept. 
There is the absence of a running heading. Both sessions omit the 
statement that the Bishop took the chair, or occupied the chair. 

On page 3, in proceedings of the session for 1873, there is the men- 
tion of certain resolutions being made the order of the day for a sub- 
sequent day, without any allusion to the mover, or to the fact that the 
resolutions had been offered. 
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On page 4, and elsewhere, reports of committees presented and 
adopted without being signed by the chairman or any one else. 

At the session, January, 1874, page 16, the roll of members called, 
and 21 answered, so says the record, But no names are given. So of 
the lay delegates. 

At the session of 1873, no mention of the Minutes being read and 
approved. j 

At the session of 1874, the record says, ‘‘Minutes of previous day 
read and confirmed.” The Journal of 1873 not signed by the presiding 
Bishop. 

Alabama Conference.—Journal in the main is well kept, though fre- 
quently marred by unsightly erasures and interlineations. A prefatory 
note to the session of 1870 calls it the rst session of the Alabama 
Conference, and yet calls it the thirty-eighth session, because that 
would have been the number had the old Alabama Conference con- 
tinued to exist. Page 11, ‘‘T. O. Summers in the chair,’’ but the 
record does not show whether by appointment or election. Question 
3 not recorded, yet appears that ‘‘R. T. Nabors and A. N. Gillespie 
were discontinued at their own request.’’ Page 24, Minutes not read. 
Question 29 omitted, but answer given in the statistical report in 
appendix. 

‘To the Minutes of the second session, 1871, there are no marginal 
notations Questions 3, 11, 19, do not appear to have been asked, 
but on page 87 it is stated that the Committee on Memoirs made their 
report, which is duly recorded. 

At the third, or fortieth session, page 135, ‘‘Rev, J. Hamilton in 
the chair,’’ but not stated whether by appointment or election. Min- 
utes of the last day’s session not read and approved. 

At the fourth, or forty-first session, page 207, no mention of presid- 
ing officer. Page 210, Question 29.not recorded. Page 213, Ques- 
tion 31 asked, and not answered till after adjournment. 

North Alabama Conference.—Session 1870, no roll of clerical or 
lay members. Examination of character without suspending rules 
‘ requiring closed doors. Page 18, we read, ‘* Examination of char- 
acter of elders resumed,’’ without any record of the subject being 
called up before. Page 20, Minutes of last session not read and 
approved. 

Session 1871, no roll of members. Page 42, election to orders 
before passage of character. Third day, Minutes not read and 
approved. Page 45, examination of character without suspending the 
rules. Page 47, committee in case of P. G. Jamison reported trial 
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necessary, without any record of charge and specifications. Page 50, 
committee in the same case report, ‘‘We, the committee, etc., find 
him guilty, etc., and therefore expel him from the Church.’’ Page 57, 
report adopted, without reference to its being recorded. Minutes of 
last day’s session not read and approved. 

Session 1872, page 74, substitute offered—lost, but not recorded. 
Page 77, Minutes not approved. Same omission repeated. Statistical 
report badly recorded, blotted, and marred by erasures. 

Session 1873, no roll of members; no suspension of the rule in the 
examination of character. Page 89, we note imperfect record as fol- 
lows: ‘*Rev. Mark S. Andrews, D.D., of the Alabama Conference.”’ 
Page 96, afternoon session, Minutes not approved. Pages 96, 97, elec- 
tion of delegates to the General Conference hard to understand. Page 
g8, we have a record, very much out of place, of Missionary Anni- 
versary, also of meetings on Sabbath, with comments on sermons, 
speeches, ete.,such as, ‘‘ Bishop Marvin preached a most powerful, and 
edifying, and able sermon.’’ Pages 104, 109, 111, reports adopted, 
but no note of record. Questions not all asked at either of the ses- 
sions. In many respects the Journal, as a whole, is deserving of a 
highly creditable measure of commendation. 

Louisiana Conference.—The heading of the Minutes of the twenty- 
fifth session gives the correct date, January 4, 1871; the record of the 
opening of the Conference states, ‘‘Conference assembled January 4, 
1870.’ (See page 146.) 

The Minutes of second day of same session do not show who pre- 
sided at the opening of the Conference, but after the record of con- 
siderable business, it is stated, ‘‘ Bishop Marvin took the chair.”” (See 
pages 148, 149.) (Bishop Doggett presided first day.) A similar 
omission occurs page 203, second day of twenty sixth session. 

Supernumerary and superannuated relations granted by the Confer- 
ence are recorded under Question 20, page 148. On page 166, at 
‘Question ro resumed,”’ the word deacons should be substituted for 
elders, Questions 19 and 20 should be 27.and 28 on page 209. 

On page 218 we find the following: ‘‘Question 20. What has been 
collected on the foregoing accounts (widows, orphans, superannuated, 
and Bishops), and how has it been applied?’’ ‘This question embodies 
the substance of Question 28, with some enlargements and additions. 

Question 5 is omitted throughout the Minutes of the whole quadren- 
nial term. Questions 16, 29, and 30 are omitted in the Minutes of 
the sessions held 1871-72. Questions 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 are 
omitted at the sessions of 1872-73. Questions 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 
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and 18 are omitted, session 1871. Beginning on page 178, and 
extending to page 179, we find this entry—viz.: ‘‘ Questions 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, and 26, were taken up, when the statistics were read by the 
Secretary.’? These questions, however, are nowhere stated in the 
Minutes of this session. 

On page 169, the adoption of a report on the ‘‘religious interests 
of the colored people’’ is noted, but no part of the report recorded. 
A similar omission occurs on page 203—‘‘ Response to proffer of hos- ° 
pitality by Vicksburg.’’ Throughout the Minutes only the resolutions 
accompanying reports are entered upon the Journal, except the reports 
of Committees on Memoirs, which are recorded in full. 

In the Minutes of the twenty-fifth session no distinction is made in 
the record of ordinations between traveling and local preachers. (See 
page 172.) The Minutes of several days’ proceedings do not show 
that the Minutes of the preceding meetings were read and approved. 
See Minutes of ‘‘evening session,”’ fifth day, Monday, January 4, 1871, 
page 176; also fifth day, Monday, January 8, 1872, page 211, and 
afternoon of same day, page 220; also afternoon, Monday, January 
13, 1873, page 252. 

The statistics, spread on the Journal in tabular form, precede all other 
records of the various ‘sessions of the Conference held January, 1872, 
1873, 1874; and the questions to which the statistical tables answer 
are stated at only one place in the Journal, page 303, in the proceed- 
ings of the fifth day of the session held January, 1874; and neither 
here, nor at any other place in the Minutes of the Conference, is any 
reference made to the pages of the Journal on which the answers to 
these questions may be found. On page 303—only place where these 
questions are recorded—some aggregates are stated under these ques- 
tions, and the Sunday-school aggregates thus stated do not correspond 
to the aggregates found in the statistical tables. 

The statistical tables of the session held January, 1871, covering 
twelve pages, are inserted between parts of the Minutes of the second 
day’s proceedings of this session, though that day’s Minutes show the 
transaction of no business pertaining to these statistics. 

Twenty pages intervene between parts of the Minutes of the second 
day of session held January, 1873; and two pages of the Minutes of 
this day are found on the leaf of the Journal next after the page con- 
taining the signatures of the President and the Secretary of the Con- 
ference at the close of the records of the session; the pages of this 
leaf, however, are marked in consecutive order with the page on 
which the Minutes of the second day begin, so that pages 241 and 


1874.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 491 


242 stand between pages 262 and 263 of the Journal, and page 243 
faces 240. 

On page 249 we find the following: “On motion of S. S. Scott, 
Conference reconsidered the vote by which J. Gorton Miller was 
located.’’ No farther record of the case. 

On pages 242 and 243, in stating the recognition of the orders of 
two ministers coming from another denomination, no mention is 
made of the recommendation of either by a Quarterly Conference. 

Nothwithstanding the exceptions taken to this Journal, there is 
much in the style and form of its Minutes worthy of commendation. 
Each page has a heading, showing the day of the session, of the week, 
and of the month, as well as the year in which the proceedings there 
recorded were had. Full and neat statistical tables are found in the 
Journal, answering to each year of the quadrennial term. 

There is a marked improvement in the style of the Minutes of the 
last*two sessions of the Conference. Marginal notes indicate the sub- 
jects found on each page of the Minutes of these sessions. The Min- 
utes of the last session show a decided improvement over the Minutes 
of any previous one of the whole term. 

Mississippi Conference.—The following omissions, etc., attract atten- 
tion: 

December 16, 1870 (page 318), under the first question, Who are 
admitted on trial? the zames of those admitted are recorded, but it is 
not stated that they were severally recommended, or that any vote of 
Conference was taken upon their admission. » A similar record for 
1871, December 13, page 2. Same, also, December 12, 1872, page 
28. Same, also, December 12, 1873, page 57. Question 2, on page 
28, December 12, 1872, it is stated that James J. Smylie was passed 
and elected to deacon’s orders. It is not recorded that he was exam- 
ined on the Course of Study of the second year. 

Under the fourth question, it is not stated that those admitted into 
full connection were examined either upon the Course of Study or by 
the Bishop before the Conference. See page 29, December 12, 1872; 
also page 31, December 13, 1873. Page 318, December 13, 1870, 
under eighth question, H. P. Brown admitted and elected to deacon’s 
orders. 

Page 29, December 12, 1872, under Question 20, local preachers 
elected to deacon’s orders—not stated that their recommendations 
were presented. Similar omission under Question 14, in the election 
of local preachers to elder’s orders. Page 30, December 13, 1872, it 
is stated that ‘“‘Oliver H. P. Davis, an elder from the Congregational 
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Methodist Church, was recognized as a member of the Conference in 
the same standing.”’ 

Page 18, December 19, 1871, ‘‘J. T. Heard in the chair,”’ but not 
stated how he came there—by request of the President [or otherwise]. 
No reports recorded except statistics. Nothing but mere abstracts 
appear. Minutes of last two sessions not read and approved. With 
these exceptions the Journal is correct. 

North Mississippi Conference.—The Journal is admirably well kept, 
and deserves high commendation. We note, however, a few defects. 
At the session of 1870, in answer to Question 7, we read, ‘‘ Thomas 
P. Ramsey having stood an approved examination on the Course of 
Study, and Pinkney A. Johnson wot having passed the examination, 
their characters passed.’’ At the session of 1872 we note an omission 
(page 70) to record the reading and approval of the [Minutes of the] 
previous session. Like omissions on pages 73 and 75. On page 72 
occurs a minute of the trial and expulsion of R. A. Roach from’ the 
Church, but no record of charges and specifications. On page Ioo, 
session of 1873, an omission to note the reading of the Minutes. 

Memphis Conference.—Journal remarkably well kept, in all particu- 
lars, and yet a few defects attract attention. There are no dates at 
the top of the page. On page 207 the asterisks do not satisfactorily 
denote the absent members. On page 317 the word JAZississeppi is left 
out of the name of the North Mississippi Conference. Same page, 
the Journal says, ‘‘Question 8 was resumed,’’ while this is the first 
time that Question 8 is called and recorded at that session of the Con- 
ference. On page 371 the Journal shows that a member, not appoivted 
by the Bishop, and not elected by the Conference, took the chair, and 
presided over the Conference. 

Tennessee Conference.—The Journal of 1870-71 was destroyed by 
the fire that consumed the Publishing House at Nashville. The record 
of the sessions for 1872-73 meets all the requirements of correct, thor- 
ough, and complete journalism. ; 

Kentucky Conference.—The Journal, in the main, is accurately and 
neatly kept, and is worthy of almost unqualified praise. The follow- 
ing errors and omissions require notice: ‘The Journal is without a run- 
ning heading. At the session held at Paris, September 9, 18—, the 
Bishop’s signature is placed before the record of the Appointments of 
the preachers. ' 

Loursville Conference.—The record of the session of 1870 is full 
and neatly journalized. We note only two omissions of important 
Conference proceedings. On page g5 it is stated that ‘‘nominations 
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of officers of Sunday-school Society were presented, as follows,’’ but 
there is no record of the names nor of the action of the Conference. 
Nor is there any record of the appointment of the ‘‘ Joint Board of 
Finance.’’ ‘There are some verbal inaccuracies, as, for instance, 
“‘admitted’’ instead of ‘‘elected,’’ in Question 12, page 65; and a 
number of the Minute questions are answered without recording the 
question, as in the statistical report and the list of Appointments. 
Bating inaccuracies like these, the Journal for the session of 1870 is 
worthy of commendation. 

The Journal for the sessions for 1871, 1872, and 1873, are more 
defective. The report of the Board of Missions for 1871 is not 
recorded, and there is confusion in the record concerning the report 
of the Committee on Memoirs, pages 144 and 160. Frequent omis- 
sion to state who was in the chair. Pages 188, 205, 251, and 253. 
Resolutions introduced and motions made, but no record of the action 
of the Conference in relation thereto. Pages 193, 256, 258, 260, 265, 
271, 272, etc. No running heading is kept up from page to page. 
‘There is need of more care in recording the regular questions in the 
order of business. The distinction between Questions 11 and 13 is 
not properly observed. With the exception of such defects as these, 
the Journal of the Louisville Conference is kept with great neatness 
and care. The records are made, in the main, without erasures, inter- 
lineations, or important omissions. The penmanship is excellent, and 
the general appearance of the Journal is every way commendable. 

St, Louis Conference. —With very many excellences deserving praise 
in the Journal of this Conference, we have occasion to call attention 
to the following omissions and errors: Page 46, October rg, 1872, J. 
C, Duncan and C. E. Dunaway (?) are called, passed, and admitted— 
not stated that they were examined by the Bishop before the Confer- 
ence, or by Committee on the Course of Study prescribed by the Bish- 
ops.. Minutes not read and approved, October 19, 20, 1872. No sta- 
tistics of 1873 recorded. Journal of 1873 not signed by the presiding 
Bishop. The Journal is wanting in marginal references. 

West St. Louts Conference.—Vhe Journal of this Conference has 
much to commend, and but little to criticise. There are, nevertheless, 
inaccuracies that cannot be permitted to pass without note. Page 61, 
P. W. Duncan is located on motion of a brother, but the cause of 
location not stated. Page 73, Committee of Finance presented report 
which was adopted, but not recorded. At the opening of the session 
in 1870 it is stated that Bishop D. S. Doggett was present and pre- 
sided, but no mention is made of any one being in the chair from. 
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that day onward till the close of the session. The Journal is signed 
by the presiding Bishop. 

Missouri Conference.—VYhe Journal of this Conference is neatly 
kept, and manifestly by a good secretary; and yet the committee feel 
called on to report some errors and omissions. 

Session of 1870, page 186, under Question 2, ‘‘Who remain on 
trial?’’ Characters were passed without any statement of examination. 
Page 187, Question 6 ought to be 7, ‘‘ Who are deacons of one year?”’ 
Seven preachers’ characters are passed without any statement that 
they had been previously examined. Page 188, Question 8, **Who 
are elected deacons?’’ No record of their being examined. Page 
192, constitution of a missionary society read, with reference to 
appendix, but not recorded. The questions in relation to statistics 
not asked. Statistics not recorded; or, if so, in no record before the 
committee. 

Session of 1871, Question 2, pages 222 and 223, ‘‘Who remain on 
trial?’’ No statement of examinations; and this omission often 
occurs in the records of this Conference. No statistics of the number 
of baptisms, Sunday-schools, local preachers, or of members, in any 
record submitted to your committee. 

Session 1872, statistics omitted as before. 

Session 1873, the only reports recorded for this session are on 
education, Conference collections, and Bishops’ fund. 

There is the omission, in all the sessions, of the questions in rela- 
tion to statistics. It is verbally stated to the committee that there is 
a separate statistical record kept by the Missouri Conference. 

Western Conference.—Yhe pages of the Journal for the sessions of 
t870, 1871, and 1872, are omitted. 1870, no marginal index. 1871, 
index imperfect. 

Session 1871, under Question 2, a name is mentioned as having 
passed to the second year, but it is not stated that he had passed _his 
examination. Same omission under Questions 7 and r2. 

Session 1872, second day, Minutes of previous day not read and 
approved. Under Question 1, several preachers received on trial 
without any statement of recommendation by Quarterly Conferences, 
or examination by committee. Third day, Minutes not read and 
approved. 

Session 1873, no answers found to Questions 9 and 13; though, in 
answer to 12, it is stated that one preacher had been elected to elder’s 
orders; and in answer to Question 8, that several had been elected 
to deacon’s orders. 
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With the above exceptions, the Journal has the qualities of a correct 
record of Conference proceedings. 

Indian Mission Conference.—Session 1870, page 259, the given 
names of persons appointed on committee not stated. Page 260, no 
statement of who occupied the chair at the opening of the: morning 
session. Page 271, like omission. Page 278, comments on what was 
done outside the Conference recorded. 

Session 1871, third day, page 291, Minutes not read and approved. 
Page 294, record of what occurred on Sunday after the Conference — 
adjourned. Page 300, Question 20, improperly recorded. Pages 
314 and 315, Minutes read: ‘‘Conference adjourned Saturday;”’ 
after which, the following record appears: ‘‘Sunday morning, Octo- 
ber 6th, the following brethren were ordained deacons and elders’’— 
(giving the names), ‘‘and then the Appointments were read out, and 
the Conference adjourned.”’ 

Arkansas Conference.—We find a number of defects and errors in 
the Journal. In the record for 1870, no marginal notes, and no 
statistical report. Several of the questions do not appear to have 
been asked. The Minutes of the fourth, fifth, and sixth days not 
read and approved. Journal very much marred by- erasures and inter- 
lineations. 

Session of 1871, the Minutes of the third, fifth, and sixth days not 
read and approved. So of one day’s proceedings at the session of 
1872. The record of 1873 is found unexceptionable, and deserving 
of high commendation. 

White River Conference.—The Journal is praiseworthy in very 
many respects, but is nevertheless marked by inaccuracies. 

At the session in 1870, W. R. Young was elected to elder’s orders 
under Question 4, without explanation. A few notable inaccuracies 
in orthography, and a little bad grammar, attract notice. Questions 
12 and 13 are omitted at the session of 1872. On page 51 the 
record says: ‘The following persons were added”’ to a certain com- 
mittee, but the names are not given. Page 53, Question 4 is num- 
bered 3. Question asked, but no answer recorded. No marginal 
notes in the record of 1871. In recording the Appointments for 1872, 
the preacher’s name is put first, and then the circuit or station. 

The record for the Conference session of 1873 appears faultless. 
Altogether it is a respectable specimen of journalism. 

Little Rock Conference.—Journal defective in several particulars. 
Session 1870, page 137, Minutes of last day’s proceedings not read 
and approved, and so of the last day for four consecutive sessions. 
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Session 1871, names of lay delegates not entered at the opening of 
the session. Page 147, Question 2 not recorded; so of Question 7. 
Page 157, preachers are located and superannuated without any 
question or motion, so far as the recordshows. Page 261, Question 1 
“(laid over,’ ‘*C. G. Gadden and Z. T. McCann laid over,’’ and 
afterward admitted under Question 2. 

Session 1873, page 305, ‘‘Who are admitted on trial?’’ Answer, 
‘‘James L. Nabors of admitted.”’ 

The Secretary enters the names of those ordained on Sunday, as 
though the Conference were in session on that day. 

With these, and a few other like imperfections, the Journal contains. 
a correct record of the Conference business. 

Trinity Conference.—This Journal, while it shows great freedom 
from blots and great neatness in execution, is nevertheless so wanting 
in accuracy, In perspicuity, in fullness and detail of Conference 
business as to render it exceedingly defective in all the purposes of a 
Conference Journal. The effort to abridge often leaves the facts to be 
reached by nothing short of guessing. Important documents are 

usually referred to appendices, which are not to be found. Disci- 
plinary questions are often omitted altogether, and questions are 
frequently asked, but not answered (p. 127). 

A session begins in the afternoon and ends in the forenoon of the 
same day (pp. 122 and 123). 

Candidates are reported and advanced; but by what authority, 
whether Quarterly Conferences, Presiding Elders, and committees 
had done their duties in the premises, does not appear (p. 133). 

The zxame of a Bishop is given, but what part he took in the Con- 
ference, or whether he was present, is not stated (p. 134). 

The Journal was not read and approved (pp. 143 and 156). 

The Secretary only designates important reports as Nos. ‘*3,’’ *8,” 
«¢6,”’ and ‘‘7,’’ and not even the page given to the wanting appen- 
dix where Nos. ‘3,’ ‘¢8,” ‘6,’ and **7”? are said to be found. 

Finally, the Journal is so wanting in proper heading that should the 
word Trinity be lost from the back of the book, the Conference 
would be in danger of losing, not only much, or all of its records, 
but its very zame also. 

East Texas Conference.—There is no roll of members for the session 
of 1870, and no marginal notes or references. Verbal inaccuracies 
and false orthography occur. Page 21, Samuel Morris is said to have 
transferred from Arkansas. Conference; whereas on page 1, he is © 
reported to have transferred from Little Rock Conference. 


1874.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 497 


Session 1871, page 12, Question 27 not in the exact language of the 
Discipline, and Question 28 omitted as a distinct question. 

Session 1872, page g (Secretary’s number), there is a reference to a 
book of reports, but no’such book accompanies the Journal. Similar 
reference on page 12. No record of reports of committees, at this 
session, except now and then of a special committee. The Minutes 
appear to be signed for the presiding Bishop by the Secretary, but no 
note made of it. : 

Session 1873, Journal not paged. Reference to a report, but no 
record of it to be found. In other respects the Journal is correct. 

Texas Conference.—At the thirty-first session, held at Chappell Hill, 
December 14, 1870, the Journal contains no record of the names of 
deacons ordained by the presiding Bishop, though elections are noted. 

Questions 3, 6, 9, 11, and from 12 to 20, as also from 20 to 30, 
not asked, as appears from the Journal, and much business transacted, 
covered by regular questions, which are not recorded, though 
answered. 

Thirty-second Session, 1871. Questions 3, 6, 9, 11, 13, from 14 to 
20, and from 20 to 31, not recorded, though the general run of 
business covered by these omitted questions was transacted. Several 
locations granted not recorded under the proper question. Appoint- 
ments of preachers under Question 30 instead of 31. 

Thirty-third Session, 1872. But ze questions of all the thirty-one 
recorded, though the business under the omitted questions was trans- 
acted. The Minutes of the third day’s proceedings not read and 
approved. 

Thirty-fourth Session, 1873. Many questions not recorded. Pro- 
ceedings of the fifth and sixth days not read and approved. No 
report of ordinations by the presiding Bishop. 

With the exceptions noted, the Journal of this Conference is 
scarcely surpassed by any, in the clearness, fullness, and completeness 
of its records. Great care has evidently been bestowed upon it, 
and it would be unjust not to mention its very many excellences. 
The plan of keeping the statistics is especially worthy of notice and 
of high commendation. 

North-west Texas Conference.—Journal exceedingly defective. We 
give but a specimen of its errors, omissions, etc. : 

Session 1870, page ro2, ‘‘The roll was called and several members 
not present yesterday responded to their names and took their seats.”’ 
Names not recorded. Page 103, and elsewhere, under-graduates 
advanced without mention of previous examination on studies. Same 
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page, local preachers elected to elder’s orders, without any record of 
recommendation, or nofe of their belief. in our doctrine and disci- 
pline. Questions omitted, but answers given substantially (page 104). 
This error frequently occurs. * 

Novernber 19, statistical report recorded in advance of its presenta- 
tion to Conference—no report of action on it. Page 111, a motion 
to locate S. S. Yarbrough put, and lost, but no cause assigned for 
locating him. Page 117, Minutes not read and approved. Page 123, 
report on education not signed by chairman. 

Session 1871, page 144, same omission as at former session in 
relation to the election of local deacons and elders to orders—no 
recommendation. Page 145, same omission in relation to preachers 
received on “vial. Page 145, and elsewhere, no space left in the 
Journal between the sessions from day to.day. Page 146, ‘‘ Confer- 
ence adjourned to meet at 3% p.m.’’—no record of that session. 
Page 152, ‘‘ The first, second, and third items were respectfully taken 
up,’ etc. Minutes of the last session not read and approved. 

Session 1872, page 174, same omission as at session of 1870—on 
the second day. Pages 174 and 175,-preachers admitted as before, 
without record of examination, etc. Page 185, Minutes not read and 
approved. 

Session 1873, repetition of omissions noted at previous sessions— 
pages 204, 205, and 207, 208. 

West Texas Conference.—This Journal is also defective. We report 
but a few of its errors. 

Page 6, ‘J. H. Tucker, local preacher, having passed a satisfactory 
examination, and having satisfied the Conference that he had preached 
four years, he was elected to deacon’s orders.’’ Nothing said about 
recommendation by a Quarterly Conference. Page 14, Minutes not 
signed by the Secretary. Page 59, the year not given in which the 
fourteenth session was held. Page 74, not stated who was in the 
chair. Page 92, it is recorded, ‘‘Was read to the Conference,’’ but 
what was read not stated. 

General omission to note examinations and recommendations. 

Los Angeles Conference.—The Journal is defective in several particu- 
lars, mainly, however, in that the matter is not paragraphed, creating 
confusion, as to its apparent order; reports are referred to in the 
appendix without any notation by letter, figure, or page by which to 
turn to them; imperfect statements of facts, such as (page 12), ‘The 
Minutes were read up,’’ without any indication of formal approval by 
the Conference; and again (page 26), ‘‘What amounts are necessary 
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for the support of widows and orphans?’’ Answer—‘‘ {Vone.’’ Once 
more, on page 25, ‘‘The hour for adjournment was frolonged.’’ 
Bating these small defects, the Journal has the qualities of a full and 
clear record of the Conference proceedings. 

Pacific Conference.—Session 1870, no roll of members, clerical or 
lay, recorded. Page 6, committee of trial in the case of George E. 
Dean without any preliminary steps. Page 23, similar omission in 
case of J. L. Buchard, and his name stricken from the roll without 
due form of trial. Date of sessions omitted. Page 28, no date; 
Minutes not read and approved. The following questions, only, 
recorded: I, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, and 14. No running heading to the 
pages. Reports recorded in the body of the Minutes instead of 
appendix. 

Session 1871, no roll of members. Page 33, examination of 
character without suspension of the rule requiring closed doors. 
Only a portion of the questions recorded. Minutes do not show 
where the next session was to be held. 

Session 1872, no roll of members. No mention of the seat of the 
next Conference. Minutes nat signed by the Secretary. 

Session 1873, no roll of members. Page 107, Question 20 called, 
but no action suspending rule requiring closed doors. No report of 
Sunday-schools. Minutes not signed by the Secretary. 

Columbia Conference. —TVhis Journal is exceedingly defective. It 
would occupy too much space to note its omissions and inaccuracies. 

Fifth Session, 1870, page 85, report of committee on complaint 
against J. W. Stahl adopted, and his character passed, but no intima- 
tion of the nature of the complaint or report. Page 94, no Minutes 
read; no adjournment noted. Same omission, pages 95 and 96. No 
question after 20 asked, except 30 and 31. 

Sixth Session, 1871, no running heading or marginal notes. Page 
tog, under Question 2, Question 3 is answered. Same page, ‘‘S. S. 
report adopted,’’ and said to be recorded, but no record of it found. 
Pages 115 and 116, no record of reading Minutes. Questions 3, 11, 
-16, 21, 26, 29, not asked—at least not recorded. 

Seventh Session, 1872, marginal notes omitted. Pages 126, 130, 
and 131, no record of reading Minutes. Only questions asked were 
the following: 6, 10, 12, 14, and 20;and yet the usual Conference 
business was transacted. 

Eighth Session, 1873, no marked improvement in the Journal. 

Lllinois Conference.—The Journal neatly kept. We note the omis- 
sion of the recorded reports of the usual committees, and of the 
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Joint Board of Finance, for the last four years. The session of 1873 
adjourned without reading the Minutes of the last day. In other 
respects the Journal appears correct, and is deserving of high com- 
mendation. . 

In order to promote uniformity and completeness in our Conference 
Journals, the committee recommend the adoption, by the General 
Conference, of the following resolutions, viz. : 

Resolved, t. That it is necessary and proper, for the completeness 
of the Conference record, that the Secretary, zz al/ cases, where an 
approved examination is required by law of the Discipline on the 
Course of Study prescribed by the Bishops, as a condition precedent 
to reception on trial, continuance on trial, election to deacon’s and 
elder’s orders, etc., a statement of the fact of such examination, as 
also of the recommendation of a Quarterly Conference, where re- 
quired by law, should form a part of the record. 

Resolved, 2. That in the event of the failure of a Bishop of an 
Annual Conference, in reporting his ordinations to the Conference, 
to mention who are ¢traveling, and who are Jocal preachers, 
it is the duty of the Secretary to make such a discrimination in 
his record. 

Resolved, 3. That it is the duty of the Secretary to record a// the 
Disciplinary questions (stating their numerical notation) under which 
the business of the Conference is to be transacted, and of recording 
the business under the appropriate questions, and not at random, and 
without the question duly recorded. 

Resolved, 4. That the fac¢ that the application of a local deacon 
for elder’s orders is duly accompanied by ‘‘a mote certifying his 
belief in the doctrine and discipline of our Church,’’ should be 
recorded by the Secretary. 

Resolved, 5. That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, earnestly 
requested to direct the attention of the Secretaries to these and to all 
other resolutions adopted by the General Conference respecting 
their duties in keeping the Journal. 

Resolved, 6. That the General Book Agent at Nashville, with the 
assistance of the Secretary of the General Conference, be instructed 
to print on a convenient slip of paper all the foregoing resolutions, 
together with the resolutions and other instructions touching this 
subject, adopted at the sessions of our General Conference in 1866 
and in 1870, to be furnished to the Secretaries of Annual Conferences, 
to be pasted in their Journals for constant reference. 

We have noticed instances of irregularity and a want of uniformity 
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in the administration; but no example of sufficient magnitude to 
require special notice presents itself. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 


The order of the day, being the Report of the Committee on 
Church Trials, was then taken up. 

A motion of Anson West, to lay it onthe table, did not prevail. 

The report was acted upon item by item. 

Article 1, On the Trial of a Bishop, was read. 

On motion of J. H. Pritchett, the Article was amended by substi- 
tuting the word ‘alleged ’’ for ‘‘ supposed.”’ . 

A motion of Anson West, to lay the whole section on the table, 
was lost. 

A motion of P. A. Peterson, to strike out the words ‘‘or the Pre- 
siding Elder of the District in which the offense is alleged to have 
been committed,’’ was laid on the table. 

G. M. Winton called for the previous question; the call was sus- 
tained. 

The question was put, and the item was adopted. 

Article 2 was read, and the committee accepted an amendment of 
J. E. Evans, to wit: ‘‘Twenty-one’’ was substituted for ‘‘fifteen,’’ 
and ‘‘thirteen’’ for ‘‘nine.’’ 

On motion of H. A. C. Walker, the words ‘‘not less than’’ were 
stricken out. 

The second item was then adopted. 

Article 3 was read. 

A motion of J. Hamilton, to strike out the words ‘‘depose and 
expel,’’ was lost. 

A motion of J. O. A. Clark, to strike out ‘‘depose him from his 
office and,’’ was lost. ; 

On motion of L. M. Lee, the Article was amended, by inserting 
the words ‘‘of two-thirds’’ after the word ‘‘majority.”’ 

The vote was taken, and division called for, and the motion was 
carried by a vote of 106 to 51. 

A mcetion of J. B. Hunnicutt, to reconsider the vote by which item 
3 was adopted, was, on motion of A. R. Winfield, laid on the table. 

Articles 4 and 5 were read and adopted. 

Article 6 was read. 

W. Shapard offered the following amendment: 

‘‘Charges of maladministration against a Bishop shall be- heard: by 


Io 
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the General Conference, through its Committee on Episcopacy, and 
passed upon by the General Conference, whose judgment shall be final.” 

On motion of A. R. Winfield and J. B. McFerrin, the following 
substitute for the item and the amendment was adopted by a vote of 
72,.to 64: 

«6. Charges of maladministration against a Bishop shall be pre- 
sented to the General Conference through the Committee on Episco- 
pacy, and the action of the Conference shall be final.” 

Articles 7 and 8 were read and adopted. 

Bishop McTyeire then came forward and addressed the Conference 
in regard to the proposed section, ‘‘Of the Trial of a Bishop.’’ He 
gave reasons at length for preferring the law as it now stands in the 
Discipline. 

On motion of M. S. Andrews, the vote was reconsidered by which 
the Conference ordered an afternoon session, and the Conference 
adjourned to meet to-morrow. morning at 9 o’clock. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by 
Bishop Kavanaugh. 


Wednesday Morning, May 20, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by T. Stanford. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair, and admonished the members not to 
be in haste to leave the Conference. 

W. A. Fort, lay delegate from North-west Texas Conference; J. S. 
Kennedy, clerical delegate from Holston Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. J. Atkins, reserve, took the place of J. 
S. Kennedy. 

A. L. P. Green, clerical delegate from the Tennessee Conference, 
‘asked, through A. H. Redford, leave of absence on account of illness ; 
also R. Browder, lay delegate of the Louisville Conference, for the 
same reason, Leave was granted. 

J. H. Mann, lay delegate from the Arkansas Conference, and T. C. 
Smith, lay delegate from the North Carolina Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. 

L. M. Lee, Chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, presented 
Report No. 5 of said committee, on making allowance for the fami- 
lies of deceased Bishops, which was read; the rule requiring it to lie 
on the .table one day was suspended, and the report was adopted, as 
follows: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 5. 


Your committee have had under consideration the resolution referred 
to them and signed by A. H. Redford and J. B. McFerrin, directing 
the Committee on Episcopacy to consider the subject of making pro- 
vision for the families of deceased Bishops, and unanimously tecom- 
mend the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Discipline, page 146, Chap. 9, Sec. 3, paragraph 
1, be amended by inserting after the word ‘“‘expenses’’ “‘and of the 
widows and orphan children of deceased Bishops.’ 

The whole paragraph thus amended would read as follows: 

The allowance of the Bishops for salary and traveling expenses, 
and of the widows and orphan children of deceased Bishops, shall be 
estimated by the Committee on Episcopacy of the General Confer- 
ence, and they shall divide the amount between the several Annual 
Conferences, according to the ability of the Conferences. 

Leroy M. Ler, Chairman. 


J. E. Edwards, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 8 of said committee, which was read. 

' W. F. Cook, of said committee, presented a minority report, signed 
by himself and eight other members of the committee, which was 
read. 

Both reports were laid over for one day—the latter under the rules— 
a motion of W. F. Cook to suspend the rules not prevailing. They 
are as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO. &. 


The three several papers, signed by Lovick Pierce and J. S. Key, 
asking, by resolution, for changes in the Discipline, especially relating 
to certain administrative qualifications in those preachers who may be 
received on ¢vzaZ in an Annual Conference and assigned to pastoral 
oversight, as also of preachers in full connection who are in pastoral 
charge of circuits and stations, seeking to introduce such a change as 
shall make administrative ability and qualification a test of continuance 
on trial, and of reception into full connection, on the one hand, and 
of making non-efficiency a ground of complaint against a preacher in 
full connection, on the passage of his character, on the other, together 
with a series of questions to be asked in a Quarterly Conference touch- 
ing the official administration of the preacher in charge of pastoral 
work, have received the patient, careful, and long-continued consider- 
ation of the committee. They have been considered the more care- 
fully because of the high and honored source whence the inquiries 
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emanate, as well also as for the importance of the changes which the 
papers seek to effect. But, after a calm and thorough review of the 
whole subject, the committee, by a small majority, think that, in view 
of the fact that the sfi7¢ and inéention of most that is embraced in the 
proposed changes is already incorporated in the Discipline, and from 
the farther consideration that some of the points involved in these 
papers have already been considered and favorably reported on by the 
Committee on Revisal, it is scarcely necessary, in order to compass 
the end proposed, to make the changes drawn out in the resolutions 
before us. We, therefore, respectfully submit the following resolution 
for the adoption of the Conference as the most satisfactory mode, just 
now, of disposing of the papers in question: 

Resolved, That the suggestions of the venerable eke Pierce, D_D., 
in regard to the administrative qualifications of probationers in. an 
Annual Conference, and in relation to minute inquiry into the official 
administration of all who are in pastoral charge, are timely, and 
deserving of serious thought; but, inasmuch as many of the points 
embraced in his papers are already in the purview of existing provisions 
in our Discipline, and some of the questions proposed to be asked in 
Quarterly Conferences are already recommended in Report No. 2 of 
the Committee on Revisal, we, therefore, think that no special, inde- 
pendent action should be taken on the resolutions referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy touching these points, but that preachers in 
_ charge, and Presiding Elders, should heed the suggestions of our ven- 
erable father, and profit by his earnest wish that special attention should 
be given to the administrative qualifications of those in pastoral charge. 

Respectfully submitted. Joun E. Epwarps, Chairman. 


MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, NO.. 8. 


The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Itinerancy, dis- 
agreeing with the majority in relation to the resolutions signed by 
Lovick Pierce and J. S. Key, recommending changes in the Discipline, 
referring especially to the administrative qualities of a traveling 
preacher, propose for the adoption of the Conference the following— 
Wize 

1. That Ans. 3, Chap. 3, Sec. 5, .p. 75, of the Discipline be so 
amended and changed as to read as follows: 

“‘The Annual Conference may then admit him as a probationer by 
a vote of the majority. Observe—This relation of being on trial 
embraces the requisites of a competent pastorate, and must apply as 
well to proper administrative qualifications as to acceptable preaching 
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ability. One on trial may be discontinued for want of efficiency in 
either of these respects, without doing him any wrong; otherwise it 
would be no trial at all.”’ 

2. That Chap. 2, Sec. 2, be amended by ads as Ans. 4 to 
Ques. 7, page 45, the following: 

“Ans. 4. But if the complaint be wholly on account of habitual 
failure in official administration, and any member of the Conference 
objects to the passage of his character, wholly on this account, the 
question, Shall his character pass? shall be put on this point alone. 
And if a majority of the Conference refuse to pass his character because 
he is not blameless in official administration, the Conference shall 
grant him an honorable location: provided, nevertheless, if the delin- 
quent preacher desires to be tried another year (making suitable 
acknowledgments), and promises, if tried another year, to come up to 
the measure of his duty in these respects, the Conference may employ 
him another year, and upon the issues of that year shall depend his 
restoration or absolute location.’’ 

The notation of the remaining answer to be changed accordingly. 

3. That Chap. 3, Sec. 3, Ans. 6 to Ques. 1, p. 68, be so amended as 
to add, after the words, ‘‘ Whether the rules respecting the instruction 
of children have been faithfully observed,’’ the following, viz.: 
‘‘Whether the preacher in charge administers the sacraments, holds 
Church Conferences, enforces moral discipline, and attends to the col- 
lections assessed on his charge, and to report to the Annual Confer- 
ence the names of all delinquent traveling preachers within his Dis- 
trict." Respectfully submitted. W. F. Cook, 

J. M. Botanp, 
S. S. SPURGIN, 
T. W. Moore, 
M. Evans, 

JPOP ASCHARE, 
Joun S. Martin, 
F. M. Paine, 
GEORGE SIM. 


R. Alexander, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of said committee, which was read and laid over 
under the rules. It is as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. 3. 


The Committee on Boundaries submit the following report, No. 3: 
1. We recommend that all that part of the Statz of Indiana not 
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included in the New Albany and Jeffersonville Appointments, be 


attached to the Illinois Conference, thus granting the memorial signed 
Wescott and Jones. 

2. We recommend that the memorial from the East Texas Confer- 
ence concerning the boundary line between that Conference and Trin- 
ity be granted, so that the portion of Harrison county now included 
in the Trinity Conference, and so much of the counties of Upshur, 
Smith, Vanzandt, and Kaufman as shall be required to make a straight 
line from the north-west corner of Harrison county to said point on 
the Trinity River be, and the same is hereby, transferred to and made 
a part of the East Texas Conference. . 

3. That the petition of Cyprus Valley Church, to be placed in the 
Little Rock Conference, be zo¢ granted. 

4. That the petition to transfer Dade county to the North Georgia 
Conference be not granted. 

5. The resolution of W. M. Leftwich and others, instructing the 
committee to inquire into the ‘‘expediency of so changing the Con- 
ference boundaries in Missouri as to make two Conferences, with the 
dividing line running north and south,’’ after due deliberation the 
committee conclude that it is not expedient to recommend the pro- 
posed change. But in view of the various memorials and. resolutions 
from Missoyri touching the question of boundaries, your committee 
recommend that the three Conferences in Missouri be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to readjust their boundaries at any time during the 
next four years, in any manner that may be deemed best for the gen- 
eral work, by and through any joint commission or consultation that 
they may agree to appoint for that purpose. 

6. That the memorial of Brothers Long and McTeer, to allow the 
Church near Graysville to belong to the Holston Conference, be 
granted. R. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 

W. M. Lerrwicu, Secretary. 


H. W. Foote, from the Committee on Sunday-schools, presented 
Report No. 6 of said committee, which was read and laid on the table 
v . 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, NO. 6. 


‘1. The committee has had under consideration the memorial from 
the Sunday-schools in Galveston, Texas, on the subject of changing 
the system of Uniform Lessons so as to adopt the text of the Interna- 
tional Series, and instructed me to report that they have previously 
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considered and reported upon that subject, and that the General Con- 
ference has adopted their report. 

2. The committee has also considered the resolution of Rev. Morris 
Evans and others, on the subject of organizing baptized children of 
the Church for the purpose of instructing them, etc., and has instructed 
me to report that this resolution applies to a children, while the duties 
of the committee relate to Sunday-schools only, and ask that said res- 
olution be referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

3. The committee has also had under consideration the resolution 
signed by Rev. W. M. Leftwich and others, which is as follows, to wit: 

Amend Ans. 2, Sec. 5, p. 114 of the book of Discipline, by adding 
thereto the following: 

‘‘And shall elect superintendents of Sunday-schools on the nomina- 
tion of the preacher in charge, after consultation with the officers and 
teachers of such schools.”’ 

In which the committee concurs, and has instructed me to recom- 
mend the adoption-of the amendment. 

Respectfully submitted. H. W. Foote, Chairman pro fem. 


Trusten Polk, Chairman of the Committee on Education, presented 
Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read and adopted. It is 
as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 2. 
To.the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South: 


RESPECTED AND BELOVED BRETHREN:—Your Committee on Educa- 
tion, to whom was referred the memorial of the Virginia Annual Con- 
ference, praying this General Conference ‘‘to provide for the estab- 
lishment of District schools throughout the Church, according to the 
plan already adopted by the Holston Conference,’’ beg leave to report 
that they have considered the memorial, and upon inquiry have ascer- 
tained that the Holston Conference have adopted no plan for the 
establishment of District schools. But, after mature deliberation on 
the subject-matter referred to im the memorial, they have concluded 
to recommend that this Conference adopt the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Conference recommend that, as far as practica- 
ble, Southern Methodist schools be established in every District of our 
work, provided that they be strictly tributary to, and, in no case, in 
conflict with, our colleges, male or female, or any other of our institu- 
tions of a higher grade. 

In this connection your.committee beg to call the attention of every 
member of this Conference to the great importance of Christian and 
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denominational education. We fear that in the great work of edu- 
cating our children we do not fully meet the obligations which rest 
upon us. We direct our attention and efforts too much to the facul- 
ties which are purely intellectual, ignoming the moral and religious. 

We ought to strive to enlighten the conscience, instill elevated sen- 
timents, inspire right feelings and pure desires, implant correct princi- 
ples, cultivate the cardinal virtues, restrain and regulate the passions 
and appetites. In a word, our labor ought to be bestowed upon the 
heart as well as, and even more than, upon the head. The heart, 
rather than the Aead, is the fountain and source of happiness to the 
individual man and woman, and also to the society of which they are 
members. It is the declaration of Divine Wisdom that ‘‘A good man 
out of the good treasure of his eav¢t bringeth forth that which is good; . 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his Aear¢ bringeth forth 
that which is evil; for of the abundance of the Aeaz¢ his mouth speak- 
eth.’’ It is not Aead, but heart. And again, ‘‘For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies.”’ 

And these utterances of ‘‘Him who knew what was in man”’ are in 
full harmony with both the teachings of philosophy and the lessons 
of experience. For we all know that the heart is the seat of the 
desires and the source of our motives, and that desire and motive 
govern and impel the race. But neither desire nor motive springs 
from the naked intellect. Motives have their origin in man’s moral 
constitution. And from this, therefore, as their source, proceed virtue 
and vice. 

Lord Bacon has said that ‘‘knowledge is power,’’ that is, mere power 
—a power which may be wielded for good or for evil; and for ev¢/ as 
effectually as for good. A dad man is only made a worse one by hav- 
ing his meredy intellectual faculties highly developed. It follows that 
what society needs, what the welfare of the race demands, is that the 
forces of the intellect should be guided and wielded by pure and lofty 
motives. But these motives can be Supplied oZy by man’s moral con- 
stitution. And does it not, therefore, also follow that our educational 
systems and enterprises should be directed, in the largest measure, to 
the development of the attributes of our moral nature? And does it 
not farther follow that these powers of the moral nature condition and 
determine the character and the destiny of the man? Indeed, they 
not only make a man good, but no man can be truly great without 
them. They lie at the foundation of both greatness and goodness, 
Why was it that Cato the censor was a grander man than Cicero the 
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orator? Did the ambitious Cesar fear the intellectual, the cultivated, 
the accomplished and graceful rhetorician, as he did the stern, unselfish, 
uncompromising moralist and patriot? 

Considerations such as these urge themselves upon us with command- 
ing emphasis at the present juncture. The cry of our times is, Edu- 
cation, education! But it is for the education of the pure intellect, 
and not of the moral constitution. And, unfortunately, as we think, 
the tendency and aim of our systems of public and State education - 
are to the development of the intellectual faculties, to the neglect and 
to the ignoring of the moral and the higher nature. We want an 
intelligent people, it is true, but it is also and especially true that we 
want a virtuous people—a people who love, and practice, and exem- 
plify, the cardinal virtues. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the institutions of learning 
under the patronage of our Church are well adapted for the proper 
education of our nature, moral and intellectual, and they believe they 
deserve to be recommended to the earnest and universal patronage and 
support of the friends of education generally, and of Southern Meth- 
odism particularly. And to that end they beg to present to this Con- 
ference the following resolution for its adoption: 

Resolved, That this General Conference recommends the institutions 
of learning under the control of our Church to the active and zealous 
support of all our-people and friends. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the committee. 

TRUSTEN PoLk, Chairman. 


W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 6 of said committee, which was read. 

A. G. Haygood, R. A. Young, and J. D. Vincil, moved to amend 
by adding the following resolution; 

Resolved, That the General Conference recommend the Book Agent 
to fix the price of the Christian Advocate at $2.50 per annum, 

A. R. Winfield and W. A. McCarty offered the following substitute 
for the amendment, which was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the price of the Nashville Christian Advocate be referred 
to the Book Agent and Book Committee, with instructions to publish 
it as low as it can be done to,conserve the interests of the Church. 

A. E. Williams moved to lay the amendment on the table. A division 
was called for, and the motion was lost, by a vote of 89 to 106. 

Thomas Branch offered the following amendment, which was read: 

Whereas, the Book Agent informs the General Conference that he 
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can publish the Nashville Christian Advocate at $2; but whereas, the 
increase of the price of the subscription to $2.50 is necessary to enable 
Conference papers and individual enterprises to live; therefore, 
Resolved, That the price be raised tor $2.50. 
R. A. Young called for the previous question. The call was sus- 
tained, and the amendment of Thomas Branch was lost. 
The question was then put on the amendment of A. G. Haygood, 
“R.A. Young, and J. D. Vincil, which was lost by a vote of 81 to 96. 
The report of the committee was then adopted. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 6. 


The resolution from a Quartérly Conference in the bounds of 
the North Carolina Annual Conference, requesting the delegates from 
that body to call the attention of the General Conference to the great 
importance of having the book of Discipline in cheap pamphlet form, 
and the resolution of Isham L. Burrow, F. M. Paine, and W. T. Har- 
ris, in regard to a reduction in the prices of our books, have been con- 
sidered by the committee with the following results: 

Upon inquiry of the Book Agent, the committee learn that the 
books issued by the Publishing House are sold at as low prices as those 
sold by other houses, except, of course, the publications of those socie- 
ties which are sustained by charities solicited by agents traveling all 
over the land. Prices of books at our Publishing House were fixed by 
the Book Agent with the catalogues of all the leading houses in the 
country before him, and after the most careful thought. 

While the committee recognize it as the business of the Book Agent 
to fix the prices of our books, they recognize also that it is the policy 
of the Publishing House, as established by the General Conference, to 
supply the demand of the Church for books at the cheapest rates, as 
far as practicable. ‘This policy, the committee recommend, should be 
constantly kept in mind, and carried out just to that extent which the 
Book Agent may deem safe. The committee recommend particularly 
the cheapening, where it can be done, of the books in the Course of 
Study for undergraduates in the traveling connection. 

Respectfully submitted. 
W. C. Jounson, Chairman, 


' 
On motion of J. E. Evans, the Conference resolved to meet this 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. 
Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the Bishop. 
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Wednesday Afternoon, May 20, 1874. 


, Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by P. A. Peterson. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair, and called for reports of standing 
committees. 

J. W. Hanner, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 5 of said committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rules. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, NO. 5. 


On various papers referred to them, the committee offer the follow- 
ing recommendations: 

1. lVon-concurrence with a resolution of A. West and R. A. Harda- 
way on the subject of licensing preachers. 

2. In respect of the papers signed by L. Pierce and others, concern- 
ing the reception of baptized infants into the Church, your committee, 
believing that the Discipline is sufficiently explicit on the subject, 
recommend son-concurrence. 

3. Resolutions of J. Geiger and T. C. Frogge. First one disposed 
of by previous action. With the second, on voting delegates to the 
General Conference without the distinction of lay and clerical, and 
also a resolution of A. A. Coleman and J. Hamilton on the same sub- 
ject, it is recommended that you do wot concur. 

4. Concurrence with a resolution of W. H. Bobbitt and others, pro- 
posing to add to Ans. 1, on page 88, And they shall report in writing 
the extent and result of their labors to the fourth Quarterly Conference. 
Paragraph as amended: 

«‘Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of local preachers to aid the preacher 
in charge of the circuit, station, or mission to which they belong, in 
supplying the people with the ministry of the word. ‘They shall accord- 
ingly be applied to by the preacher in charge as soon as he enters on 
his work, to state what amount of service they are able and willing to 
perform; he may then draw up a plan by which their labors shall be 
regulated; and they shall be authorized to form new congregations, to 
take a list of the names of all candidates for Church-membership, and, 
if expedient, receive them into the Church: frovided that all such 
congregations, candidates, and members be reported as soon as possi- 
ble to the preacher in charge, in order that they may be placed imme- 
diately under his pastoral care. And they shall report in writing the 
extent and_result of their labors to the fourth Quarterly Conference,”’ 
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3. JVon-concurrence with the resolution of C. I. Vandeventer and 
others, prescribing the duties of Recording Stewards and District Con- 
ference Secretaries. 

6. With the resolution of A. G. Haygood and others, recommend- 
ing that *‘the report on Orphans’, Homes,’’ adopted by the General 
Conference of 1870, with the grovzso that it be placed in the Disci- 
pline, stricken out as an amendment (Journal p- 344), your committee 
recommend mon-concurrence. 

7. As to the resolution of J. W. Hinton and others, in regard to ° 
the division of money between Presiding Elder and preacher, your 
committee deem no farther legislation necessary. 

8. On the resolution of W. S. Black and others, it is recommended 

“that to Ans. 1, pp. 47, 48, Chap. 2, Sec. 3, you add: ‘But should it 
become necessary from any unforeseen cause to change the place, after 
it has been fixed by the Conference, the Presiding Elder shall have 
power to make the change.’’ Paragraph as amended: 

‘‘Ans, 1. There shall be held annually in each Presiding Elder’s 
District a District Conference. The time shall be fixed by the Pre- 
siding Elder, and the place by the Conference ; but should it become 
necessary from any unforeseen cause to change the place after it has 
been fixed by the Conference, the Presiding Elder shall have power to 
make the change.”’ 

g. On the resolution of R. Pollard and others, proposing to give 
the right of nomination, in the appointment of stewards, to any mem- 
ber of a Quarterly Conference, your committee recommend zon-con- 
currence. 

ro. With the resolution of G. A. Dannelly and J. Mackey, to 
amend the language of the Discipline, p. 80, Chap. 3, Sec. 8, Ans. 1, 
so that it shall read, ‘‘Ans. 1. To administer baptism and solemnize 
the rite of matrimony in the absence of an Elder;’’ also, p. 82, 
Chap. 3, Sec. 8, Ans. 1, so that.it shall read, ‘‘Ans. 1. To administer 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and to solemnize the rite of matri- 
mony, and perform all parts of divine worship,’’ your committee 
concur. 

11. With the papers on the installation of stewards, from the Han- 
nibal District Conference, and C. W. Miller, your committee recom- 
mend non-concurrence. 

12. Ona resolution of M. Evans and others, the committee recom- 
mend that your Book Editor be instructed to throw the Discipline into 
paragraphs, omitting all unnecessary questions, and number them con- 
tinuously, from Chapter 2 to Chapter 12. 
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13. With a paper signed by L. Greer and J. Adams, recommending 
such legislation as would authorize the Bishops to ordain deacons and 
elders, in certain cases, before they have completed the Course of 
Study, your committee do not concur. 

14. The papers from Morganfield Circuit, Louisville Conference, J. 
Hamilton and W. Shapard, concerning the use of our houses of wor- 
ship, and whether we should allow the ministers of those denomina- 
tions to come into our pulpits who debar us theirs, have been consid- 


ered, and your committee are of opinion that the powers ‘of our trus- 


tees are large enough and sufficiently defined by existing law, and that 
the other matter should be left to the discretion of our preachers, and 
therefore recommend no legislation on these subjects. | 

15. Your committee unanimously recommend the resolution of G. 
A. Dannelly and J. Mackey, that you add to answer of Ques. 2, Sec. 
4, Chap. 2, p. 51, the following: ‘‘But the Presiding Elder and 
preacher in charge shall have authority, when they judge.it necessary, 
to change the place.’’ Paragraph as amended: ‘‘Ans. Four times a 
year, at such places as the Conference may appoint, and at such times 
as the Presiding Elder may designate. But the Presiding Elder and 
preacher in charge shall have authority, when they judge it necessary, 
to change the place.’”’ 

16. The petition of A. G. Haygood and others, requesting that the 
action of the General Conference of 1870, on ‘‘Orphans’ Homes,”’ 
be inserted in the Discipline, has been considered, and it is thought 
unadvisable to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

17. The quadrennial address of the Bishops, and other papers, call- 
ing for ‘‘some strong deliverance as to worldly amusements,” telling 
us that we ‘‘cannot make a new law, but can define the old,’’ have 
been reviewed and discussed, and your committee, with some misgiv- 
ing, recommend that on page 28, you place a foot-note to the item, 
_**The taking such diversions as cannot be used in the name of the 
Lord Jesus,’’ as follows—viz. : 

«-* Dancing, attending dancing parties, theatrical and circus exhibi- 
tions, and such like, are among the diversions which cannot be used 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.”’ 

[The Secretary and Chairman of your committee protest against 
defining, by legislative enactment, this old law, in any such foot-note. ] 

18. The ‘‘Address’’ of our Bishops, together with memorials from 
other wise and honored men, and from Annual Conferences, on the 
subject of class-meeting, have been patiently considered ; and while 
we are profoundly impressed with the value of this peculiarly Method- 
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istic institution, and would have the General Conference commend it 
again to the hearts of our people, yet we do not recommend any far- 
ther legislation on the subject. 

19. A valuable paper, signed by our venerable father in Israel, Dr. 
Lovick Pierce, and others, proposing to make attendance on Church 
Conferences a condition of continued Church-membership, has been 
most respectfully considered, and the conclusion reached, that on this 
subject, at present, no farther legislation is required. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. A. BourLanp, J. W. Hanner, 
Secretary. Chairman. 


W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Chairman of the Committee on Missions, 
presented Report No. 6 of said committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of W. W. Bennett, was made the order of the day for to-mor- 
row at 10:30 A.M., the vote being 124 to 42. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO._ 6. 


Your committee would respectfully state that they have carefully 
reconsidered their report, No. 1, which was recommitted to them. 
They have compared it, item by item, with the minority report signed 
by Dr. A. R. Winfield, and find it impossible to harmonize or com- 
bine the two. They therefore beg leave to return Report No. 1 with 
a single verbal change in Article 16, and the addition of an article 
requiring preachers in charge of circuits and stations to institute 
monthly missionary prayer-meetings in their several congregations, as 
their final action on the subject. 

The committee, in their efforts to revise the Constitution, have given 
earnest heed to the voice of the Church as it has reached them through 
the memorials, petitions, and especially that part of the Bishops’ Ad- 
dress devoted to the subject of missions, referred to us, and we have 
endeavored to obey it. Prominent in all the suggestions offered was a 
wish that our Foreign Missionary work should be separated from the 
home work, and ‘*made to rely upon its own merits, motives, and 
obligations.’”’ The Bishops, in their address, say: ‘Individualize 
the mission work. Separate it from all competition. Set it forth in 
the grandeur of its claims upon faith, hope, and philanthropy, an 
imperious duty specified by divine command, encouraged by divine 
promise, already vindicated by providence and grace, and destined 
to culminate sooner or later by gradual advancement or sudden tri- 
umph in millennial glory. Any plan recognizing the great underlying 
principles of this interest, and starting from the right, standpoint, 
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which will commend itself to the judgment of the Church as feasible 
in its practical working, and which can be economically administered, 
will command her liberality.’’ ‘‘The current of benevolence in this 
behalf must not be wasted by side rills for local irrigation, but pour 
in steady volume into one reservoir for a specific use.’’ Again they 
say: ‘‘If the General Conference could provide for the home field 
from some other fund it might be well.”’ 

Guided by these wise suggestions, and their own convictions, a 
majority of the committee framed the plan of missionary operations 
contained in their Report No. 1, and a subsequent careful review under 
your instruction seemed but to confirm their convictions. They 
cannot therefore change that report. To say that there was absolute 
unanimity on all points among the members of the majority would 
not be true; but the paper now returned, is the best expression of 
their views they can present. 

Thoughtful men among us deplore the want of missionary zeal and 
enterprise in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. We do not 
occupy the position among the missionary agencies of the Christian 
world which our numbers, wealth, and intelligence demand. In the 
hope that our present deliberations will result in giving new life to 
this department of our work, this report is respectfully submitted. 

W. G. E. CunnyncHaM, Chairman. 


W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 7 of said committee, which was read and 
adopted. Also Report No. 8 of said committee, which was read and 
adopted. They are as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 7. 


The committee have carefully examined advance sheets of a work 
referred to them, entitled ‘‘A Manual of Architecture: For Churches, 
Parsonages, and School-houses,’’ by the Rev. W. M. Patterson, of the 
Memphis Conference. It contains designs, elevations, plans, specifi- 
cations, form of contract, rules for estimating ‘cost of building, with 
suggestions on acoustics, ventilation, heating, lighting, painting, and 
other pertinent subjects; including valuable original contributions 
from the pens of Bishops Wightman, and Marvin. The book, which 
ig a quarto, is now passing through the press of our Publishing House 
at Nashville. The author is well known and favorably as a church- 
builder; he has furnished designs for a number of the best edifices in 
the Connection; and he deservedly enjoys the reputation of possessing 

. 
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superior qualifications for the work, undertaken by him. The com- 
mittee, after examination of advance sheets of this work, embracing 
designs for churches, parsonages, and school-houses, take pleasure in 
expressing their decided approval of it, and their belief that it will 
meet a want long felt among us. It is not expected that the use of 
this Manual will supersede the services of a professional architect in 
the erection of large and costly structures. But, while in instances 
of this kind its directions and suggestions will be valuable, its useful- 
ness will appear chiefly as a guide to building committees where it is 
thought to be either not desirable or not practicable to employ a 
professional architect. In the many cases of this kind, this Manual, 
it is believed, will contribute largely to the improvement of our 
church architecture, particularly in towns and villages and throughout 
the country. 

The following resolution is offered for adoption, viz. : 

Resolved, That Patterson’s ‘‘Manual of Architecture’? is recom- 
mended as a work which meets a felt want in our’ Church. 

- Respectfully submitted. _ W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. 8. 


1. The committee, after considering the resolution instructing themto 
inquire into the expediency of changing the form of the Christian Advo- 
cate and printing it on 32 pages, report that this change is not expedient. 

2. The resolution of W. G. E. Cunnyngham, C. Long, and F. W. 
Earnest, requesting the committee to inquire into the propriety of 
directing the Book Agent to publish a magazine for ladies, has been 
taken into consideration, and the committee report that the under- 
taking is not advisable at this time. 

3. The resolution of H. A. Bourland and J. H. Pritchett, proposing 
to instruct the Book Agent to have the Apostles’ Creed printed in 
our Sunday-school song- books, etc., so that it may be readily learned 
by the children and_be convenient for use in closing Sunday-schools, 
has received the attention of the committee, and they report in favor 
of leaving the proposition to the discretion of the Book Agent with 
the Book Editor. 

4. The memorial of Oscar M. Addison in regard to the necessity 
of publishing ‘‘an approved Tune Book suitably arranged for the use 
of our Hymns,’’ needs no farther attention, since the Book Agent has 
gust published a New Hymn and Tune Book which, it is believed, will 
fully supply the lack referred to by the memorialists. 

Respectfully submitted. W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 
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R. Hiner, Chairman of the Committee on the Bible Cause, presented 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted. It is 
as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BIBLE CAUSE, NO. I. 


In reference to the memorial of H. J. Adams, W. J. Scott, J. M. 
Beal, and T. M. Meriwether, asking that it shall be made the duty of 
preachers in charge to see that.a Bible-reading class be formed in each 
congregation for the purpose of reading daily and consecutively the 
Holy Scriptures, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That while we heartily approve of the daily and consecu- 
tive reading of the Holy Scriptures, and of earnest efforts by our pas- 
_ tors to induce all our people to use this means of growth in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ, nevertheless we do not see the propriety 
of the proposed addition to the Discipline, and we recommend that 
the General Conference do not grant the request of the memorialists. 

R. Hiner, Chairman. 


Also Report No. 2 of said committee, which was read and adopted. 
It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BIBLE CAUSE, No. 2. 


The phraseology of the resolution to appoint a committee on the 
subject of this report is so comprehensive, and so little of a definite 
character having been referred to said committee, they ceuld only 
infer from the ordinary signification of the language employed the 
work you expected your committee to perform. 

Following the leading suggestions of the resolution, your committee 
have considered the more important features of the manufacture and 
distribution of the sacred Scriptures. 

Accepting Protestantism as our point of observation, the Bible does 
not only occupy an exalted position in the long and ever-extending 
catalogue of useful books, but also as the only attested and perfected 
system of truth revealed from God to man; and furthermore, as nec- 
essarily underlying the formation of individual character, and the sue- 
cess of the Church in accomplishing the work assigned her in the - 
redemption of our fallen and guilty race. 

It is, therefore, no surprising thing that a grave body of Christian, 
men, acting under the authority of Jesus Christ, the recognized Head 
of the Church, and commissioned to ‘go into all the world and teach 
the nations all things commanded by him,’’ should, in solemn counsel 
assembled, give prominence to the inquiry as to how and when: they 


II 
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may most conveniently obtain, and most successfully distribute.among 
all the people, the word of life. Already it has been suggested that a 
personal knowledge of the Scriptures is indispensable to strong indi- 
vidual character; indeed, it is the ‘‘ettrance of God’s word that giv- 
eth light,’”’ for it is ‘‘God that teacheth man knowledge, and the 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth him understanding.’’ These agen- 
cies, active and efficient, the word and Spirit of God, go before and 
prepare and lead fallen and guilty sinners to seek for pardon and regen- 
eration. But the saved can only attain to strong manhood in Chris- 
tianity by eating the strong meat and drinking the sincere milk of the 
word. Furthermore, each Christian in life’s great battle must arm 
himself with the ‘‘sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,”’ if 
he would conquer. Its power was tested in that decisive conflict 
between the maz Christ Jesus and the prince of the power of the air. 
Thrice the Captain of our salvation defeated his adversary by an appeal 
to the word of truth—‘‘It is written.’’ It isa philosophical truth that 
faith not only ‘cometh by hearing,’’ but rests on conviction, and not 
on authority. Your committee have information, gathered . from 
reports of missionaries who have labored in foreign fields, that the 
progress of the gospel by oral preaching alone has been unsteady and 
sluggish when compared with the firmness and strength of its success, 
accompanied by the power of the printed and studied text. Mission- 
aries and government commissioners among our own aboriginal tribes 
—the Indian population of our frontiers—have abundantly testified to 
the wonderfully increased efficiency of the gospel since they have been 
able to circulate among them translations of the Scriptures in their 
various dialects. 
When Manuel Agnas, a converted Roman priest, and a holy pioneer 
of the faith in Mexico, was asked in his dying hour what legacy of 
utterance he would bequeath to his countrymen, he replied: ‘Put it 
upon my hearse, let it follow me to the grave—tell them it is an open 
Bible.’’ These things indicate clearly the will of God, the wants of 
the people, the duty and responsibility of the Church in the premises. 
It is not to be overlooked, however, in this connection, that the suc- 
cess of divine truth in winning the nations to Christ, and through him 
to salvation, depends largely upon the competency and fidelity of the 
ministry provided for in it. The ministry is essential to the success 
of the gospel, inasmuch as it fills the offices ordained in it. This gos- 
pel, completed, so far as man is concerned, in its ministry, is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. The awful 
charge from the mouth of God to each minister he sends forth is, ‘“As 
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ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of God is at hand.’’ ‘Preach 
the word.’’ ‘*Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; con- 
tinue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and ther 
that hear thee.’’ Christ, ‘‘the way, the truth, and the life;’’ ‘Jesus, 
the only name under heaven given whereby we can be saved;’’ 
‘‘Christ, in you the hope of glory’’—Christ, the inspiration of the 
preacher, and the present and personal Saviour of the hearer, is the 
message God has employed the ministry to bear to the sons of men. 
‘*God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,’’ must be the unifying purpose of the ministry through all time, 
and the inspiration of its hope of the final conquest of the world. 
For He who knew the end from the beginning, and worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, determined to cast out the prince of 
this world, and enthrone himself in the great heart of redeemed 
humanity, by the seemingly slow but ever penetrating and steadily 
leavening power of his own eternal truth, read and studied by the peo- 
ple, and expounded by the ministry. A divinely approved ministry 
takes the Bible for its text-book, Christ Jesus for its theme, the world 
for its parish, and the salvation of the race as the object of its labors. 

While it is painful, on the one hand, to-contemplate the fact that 
eight hundred million human beings—nearly three-fourths’ of the 


‘world’s population—remain to be supplied with the word of life, it is 


gratifying, on the other, to have the pleasing information’that the for- 
midable difficulties which have heretofore prevented the introduction and 
circulation of the Scriptures among millions of our race are now, to a 
very great extent, if not entirely, removed. Italy, Spain, Mexico, and 
Japan, have been providentially opened for the entrance and dissemi- 
nation of the Bible; and the people of God have not been slow to 
perceive these indications of duty, nor to meet their responsibilities in 
the premises. Never before has Protestantism had the ear of the world, 
and access to the population of the globe. ‘‘Go into my vineyard 
and work,’’ has never been emphasized since the days of the apostles 


“as at the present time. Not only are foreign fields inviting the toil of 


the Church, but through the ocean gates of our imperial domain the 
sons of earth are pressing to our doors from the far-off Orient —India, 
China, Japan, and the islands of the sea; from Mexico, and the once 
mighty civilizations of Europe, they come to our Jerusalem, saying, 
‘“We would see Jesus.”’ 

The demands of the present can only be met by the people of God 
by prompt, energetic, and, as far as possible, united effort, in evan- 
gelizing the world; and particularly in furnishing the vast multitudes 
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of the destitute, to whom we now have access, in the providence of 
God, with the word of life. 

Your committee are of opinion that while the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, which you represent, could have done much in the 
past, and has it in her power to accomplish greater things in the future 
by collecting and managing, in her own way, the money contributed 
by her people for the distribution of the Bible, both within the limits 
of her jurisdiction and in regions beyond; nevertheless, there are con- 
siderations which justify her in codperating with other Christian and 
benevolent organizations in manufacturing and disseminating the word 
of God. In the list of these organizations your committee take pleas- 
ure in calling your attention particularly to the American Bible Society. 
Instituted in 1816, it now approximates perfection in its organization 
and practical operations, both in manufacturing and disseminating the 
Holy Scriptures. With its officers and Board of Managers in the city 
of New York, it has its superintendents in all the States and Territo- 
ries, and auxiliary societies and agents in every city, and almost every 
county, in this far extended country of ours; and has pushed its lines 
of systematic operations into many of the open and inviting fields 
beyond. Already, by the worthiness of its object, perfection of its 
organization, and magnitude of its work, it has secured the hearty 
indorsement and cordial codperation of all denominations of Chris- - 
tians in America, and innumerable testimonials of the approval of 
Heaven. 

For definite and detailed information, however, with regard to the 
extent and grandeur of its work, we invite your attention to the Annual 
Reports of said Society, in the hope that a few general statements on 
this point in our report may be satisfactory. The American Bible 
Society is now printing the Scriptures in sixty-three different languages. 
In a little more than half a century it has sent forth about shir¢y mi/- 
lion copies of the word of the Most High. It has thrice instituted and 
helped forward to completion a general exploration of the United 
States. In 1829 it is said that every accessible family in the United — 
States was visited. During a period of ten years, including 1856, 
500,000 destitute families were supplied with the word of life. Thé 
third exploration of the United States began in 1866, since which 
time 300,000 destitute families, and 254,000 destitute individuals, are 
reported to have been supplied with the Bible through the agency of 
auxiliary societies, besides a very large number supplied through 
Churches and benevolent societies not auxiliary. 

It is a gratifying fact to your committee that the conception and 
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execution of the plan for putting portions of the Scriptures, conven- 
iently for travelers, in the coaches of our railroad trains, is justly 
claimed by a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church,, South, E. 
H. Pearce, who was then, as he is now, in the service of the American 
Bible Society in Kentucky. At first his proposition to give the trav- 
eler the companionship of the word of God on his rapid and, too 
often, perilous journey, was not received with favor; but a faithful 
trial of it for a few years has demonstrated the wisdom and _ beneficial 
results of it, and secured the applause of the world and the indorse- 
ment of the American Bible Society. Surely, this is the Apocalyptic 
‘‘angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, saying, with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come; and 
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters.”’ 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions by the General Conference: ' 

Resolved, 1. That we cordially indorse the American Bible Society. 

Resolved, 2. The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, will heartily 
codperate with said society in Bible distribution. 

Resolved, 3. That we urge all our congregations to give the Bible 
cause a more liberal support in the future than they have done in the 
past. ; 
Resolved, 4. That it affords us pleasure to gratefully acknowledge 
the princely benefactions of the American Bible Society to the various 
destitute localities of Southern Methodism. 

Respectfully submitted. R. Hiner, Chairman. 


Pending action on this report, the Rev. Alexander McLean, D.D., 
one of the Secretaries of the American Bible Society, made an excellent 
address to the Conference concerning the plans and operations of that 
noble institution. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman of the Special Committee on Annual 
Conference Statistics, presented the report of said committee, which 
was read and laid on the table for one day. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORMS FOR STATISTICS OF ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES. 


The committee appointed to prepare Forms for Statistics of Annual 
Conferences present as their report the accompanying form for. sta- 


« 
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tistical reports from the several pastoral charges, to be published in 
the General Minutes, embracing the following items, to wit: 
Number of local preachers. 
Number of white (or Indian) members, 
Number of colored members. 
Number of deaths. 
Number of additions by baptism; on profession of faith. 
Number of infants baptized. 
Number of Sunday-schools. 
Number of officers and teachers. 
Number of scholars. 
Number of volumes in library. 
Number of Church edifices. ‘ 
Value of Church edifices. 
Number of parsonages. 
Value of parsonages. 
Value of other Church property. 
Money expended for salaries of ministers. 
Money expended for Sunday-schools. 
Money expended for building and repairing churches and parsonages. 
Amount raised in the Sunday-schools for missions. 
Amount raised in the Churches for missions. 
Amount raised for Conference claimants. 
Amount raised for the Bishops. 
P. A. PETERSON, 
A. G. Haycoop, 
” M. Evans. 


The report of the Committee on the Appeal Case of L. D. Huston 
was then presented and read, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE APPEAL OF L. D. HUSTON. 


~ The Committee on the Appeal of Lorenzo D. Huston, expelled by 
the Baltimore Conference upon the charge of page hes report to 
the General Conference: 

That the appeal of L. D. Huston, expelled by the Baltimore Con- 
ference upon the charge of immorality, has been heard, and the action 
of that Conference has not been reversed. 

. J. C. Keener, President. 
Joun D. Vinciu, Secretary: 
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J. E. Evans, Chairman of the Committee on the Org inization of 
the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, presented the 
report of said committee, which was read and adopted. It is as 
follows: . 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COLORED 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN AMERICA. 


The committee to whom was referred the report of the Bishops on 
the organization of the colored people of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, into a distinct ecclesiastical Connection, have had the 
same under consideration, and respectfully submit the following reso- 
lutions, for the adoption of the Conference: 

Resolved, That the report of the Bishops, setting forth the organiza- 
tion of the colored people of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
in conformity with the action of the General Conferences of 1866 
and 1870, into a distinct ecclesiastical Connection, under the name 
and style of ‘‘ The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America; 1 
meets the entire approval of this Conference. 

Resolved, That it is with great pleasure, and devout gratitude to the 
Great Head of the Church, that we receive the intelligence the report 
conveys of the peace, harmony, prosperity, and encouraging prospects 
for the future, of this new organization; thus fully justifying the 
wisdom of the policy of the Church touching our‘colored members. 

Resolved, That in providing a distinct organization for the. colored 
members of the Church, and committing to their hands the ecclesi- 
astical oversight and spiritual interests of the colored people among 
us, we have given them additional proof of parental love and good- 
will; and we.do hereby commend the ‘‘Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America’’ to the confidence and Christian affection of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and to all Christians of every 
name. 

Resolved, That the efforts making to establish an institution of 
learning for the education of their ministry is worthy of all praise, 
and we commend this cause to the friends of the colored people 
everywhere. They need material aid; let it be given. 

Resolved, That the report of the Bishops be recorded in the Journal 
of this Conference as an important part of the history of this question. 

Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 


A. H. Redford, Agent, presented his report on the Support of the 
Bishops, which was read and adopted. It is as follows: 
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REPORT OF A, H. REDFORD, AGENT, ON THE SUPPORT OF THE BI’ ‘/OPS. 


A. H. Redford, Agent, in account with the Bishops of the Me:' »dist 
Episcopal Church, South. 


» 














Dr. 

May 31, 1871, To cash received from 
Aimimuall€ omlenencess..c- ausenerc- SO 2A, 2 Ome, 

May 31, 1872, To cash received from 
Annual Conferences............0+« 27 920 126 

May 31, 1873, To cash received from 
sAsinual\ Conferences: ¢4: deem. Janse 26,91I 10 

May 31, 1874, To cash received from i 
AnntaliConiterences... i... 5..ns-ele 26,586 59 
PTO elles wpe cates Shc wnstaeuctean ass orace § $105,512 16 
Cr. 
May 31, 1871. 

By cash paid Bishop Andrew............ $ 1,900 16 
By cash paid Bishop Paine............... PSs a9 
By cash paid Bishop. Pierce .... ..cccses 2.523 x7 
By cash paid Bishop Kavanaugh ........ BUCO ua 
By cash paid Bishop Early............... oe Se 
By cash paid Bishop Wightman......... 25532. 37 
’ By cash paid Bishop Marvin ............ 2538 oF 
By cash paid Bishop Doggett............ 2:02 29 
By cash paid Bishop McTyeire.......... Dobe ay 
By cash paid Bishop Keener............. PVRS eM H 
MEOUa Nader esas caeaet waves cp epeeecteaean $24,270 27 


The amount necessary to pay the salary 
for the year ending May 31, 1871, 








WAR AuE vith shins otal ista tls clotecticledemaieressctaetinnits $29,000 00 
PA Wi OUHT CBE L VOU ic Roe ath ee See 24,273 27 
Balanee’ dite -BiShOps. sa. saistsnigiensnane FA Tae’ 7s 

May 31, 1872. 
By cash: paid Bishop Paimenissscen cvs $ 3,036 81 
DY Cash paid Bishop, Plerce: sei cos Tees 3,036 81 








Amount carried -forward..............- $6,073 62 


‘ 
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Amount brought forward....... a ers $ 6,073 62 
By cash paid Bishop Kavanaugh........ 3,036 81 
By cash paid Bishop Early............... 2,530 67 
By cash paid Bishop Wightman.......... 3,036 81 
By cash paid Bishop Marvin............. 3,036 81 
By cash paid Bishop Doggett............ 3,036 81 
By cash paid Bishop McTyeire.......... 3,036 81 
By cash paid Bishop Keener............. 3,036 81 
By cash paid Mrs. Andrew............04. QII 05 

MOD rare. She Yathewpny OV eae s Does MER eS $27,736 20 


The amount necessary to pay the salary 
for the year ending May 31, 1872, is $27,400 00 
IIMB DIS ESCOIVOE 15 fon cain sc hia ase chegeens B41 574904 20 








ROE Rtas cure ea vooen 4s maeinek ows vale rb-ateaice $336 20 


Left in the hands of the Treasurer, which was paid as above 
stated. 


May'31,:1873- 








By cash paid Bishop Paine..............- $ 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Pierce .........+.0+ 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Early...........06+- 2,538 86 
By cash paid Bishop Kavanaugh......... 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Wightman......... 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Marvin............. 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Doggett............ 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop McTyeire.......... 3,046 53 
By cash paid Bishop Keener ............ 3,046 53 
1B) Ea RA RAM CO Ser Bs $26,911 10 
The amount necessary to pay the 
salaries of Bishops for the year end- t 
Tee MAY Va yMT 87 Bias 1. thee gat Picea. anand $26,500 00 
MTMOUNE TECELVER Is, 0 2ssts WES Mesa SOFOLT LO 
Surplus in hands of Treasurer........ $411. IO 


Which was paid to the Bishops as reported. 
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May 31, 1374. 








By cash paid Bishop Paine............... $«3;181 21 
By cash paid Bishop Pierce.....-....+++: 3,181 21 
By cash paid Bishop Early...... ridublattetae 1,136 91 
By cash paid Bishop Kavanaugh........ 3,181 21 
By cash paid Bishop Wightman.......... 3,181 21 
By cash paid Bishop Marvin ............ 3,181 21 
By cash paid Bishop Doggett............ 3,181 21 
By cash paid Bishop McTyeire ..... SE. 2,195h 2 
By cash paid Bishop Keener ............ 3, 19% 28 

MOUAL = costes akc P au syaneos toa ame ee $26,586 59 


The amount necessary to meet the 
salaries of Bishops for the year end- 


TNGeMay SU PLO 74 its ti sscencieas teeasaes $25,069 41 
PAMAOWME TECCIVEC sa -saicyenh-anvererteedieaenis 26,586 59 


Leaving surplus as reported above to 
INGE tna MRE ATA CICS ta asia -oaiehle sigenias staat $1,517 18 


. It will be observed that the full amount 
necessary to pay the salaries allowed 
the Bishops for the quadrennial term 








just PolosingissciitisassGVe Naat $107,969 41 

Amount, collecteds. snails One. 105,512 16 

Leaving balance unpaid of.......... $2,457 25 
Respectfully submitted. A. H. Reprorp, Agent. 


J. Hamilton offered a resolution in reference to the protection of 
missionaries in Mexico, which was read, and after some discussion it 
was referred to a committee consisting of J. Hamilton, J. B. McFerrin, 
and A..W. Wilson. 

J. L. Davis, lay delegate from the Missouri Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. e 

J. M. Sharpe was substituted for A. L. P. Green, on the Committee 
on Books and Periodicals. 

The report of the Special Committee on Church Trials was then 
taken up. 

The section on the Trial of a Bishop was discussed by H. F. John- 
son—the time was extended to allow him to close his remarks—after 
which Conference adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
the Bishop. 


a] 
bo 
I 
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Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by H. A. C. Walker. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

R. K. Hargrove, reserve clerical delegate from the Tennessee 
Conference, appeared and took-his seat, in place of A. L. P. Green, 
who had gone home on account of sickness. 

The rule was suspended to allow the following resolution to be 
offered —a motion of T. Polk to amend it by substituting ten 
minutes for five, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, During the remainder of this session of the General 
Conference, no. person shall speak more than twice on the same 
question ; nor more than five minutes at one time, without leave of 
the Conference; nor shall any person speak more than once until 
every member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

GrorcE M. Notan, 
W. F. Cook. 


On motion of A. E. Goodwyn, the resolution was laid on the table. 
T. Polk, Chairman of the Committee on Education, presented 
Report No. 3 of said committee, which was read and adopted. It is 
as follows: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. 3. 
To the General Conference of the M. E, Church, South: 

RESPECTED AND BELOVED BRETHREN :—Your Committee on Educa- 
tion beg leave to report, that under the resolution of the last General 
Conference, making it the duty of the Presidents and Principals of 
the institutions of learning, under the care of our Conferences, to send 
to this General. Conference statistical reports according to the follow- 
ing form: ‘‘1. Name of institution. 2. Grade. 3. Location. 4. 
When founded. 5. When and by whom chartered. 6. Name, title, 
and post-office address of President or Principal. 7. Number and 
names of Instructors. 8. Whole number of students, male and 
female. 9. Value of grounds, buildings, and furniture. to. Number 
of volumes in Library. 11. Endowment. 12. The time of Commence- 
ment—or Anniversary Exercises’’—they have received the statistics 
as set forth in the tabulated statement hereto annexed, making a part 
of this report. They regret to say, however, that these statistics are 
in many of the cases defective, and do not furnish all the information 
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sought for by the resolution referred to. But as they have been fur- 
nished your committee, they have embodied them in the following 
tabular statement. [See tabular statement. ] 

L. M. Lee, Chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, presented 
Report No. 6 of said committee, on the salaries of the Bishops, which 
was read and adopted. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, NO. 6. 


The salaries of the Bishops are fixed at $3,000 each, and traveling 
expenses. To pay these claims the following assessments have been 
made: 


Baltimore: Conference )...cnuichase ee elodteldscce se $1350 
Visginia Conteren celta Ae imu eed... Meo bat saan 1500 
Western Virginia Conference...... CTE Teena SUG RSC 
NortheGarolinaiGonterencelycexnvic.ddeees cee ea I400 
Southyu@arolima'\ Conterence i, eo59. sheen ea ree tees aes <7OO 
Noxth: Georgia Conference ik a. ce. S38 pedis eat ims RKO 
SMT MEN ae ON ia COM TETCH CET 5 isis cies ee deisins see aa<toine ee 1000 
PG WO MICME ACE ions kaes «kc Ha maeren vandahadeeeteene ee 200 
Alabama |Gonietemee yo: 52). wesocssis aukbe tee vege camads act I1I50 
North Mabama (Conterenice; Ve. .us ati avec cab asin - goo 
TiopisiamawCOmLerenice: sp Veaipes cece se bacien 40 semaaa’ sana, OOO 
Mississippr Conference <a... s.caeeeeestcnsnonueasvaces - 850 
North Mississippi Conference......... sith gles cok Reece 850 
Memphis Conference. .......... scheetigonk bus sehadeouee 1200 
Tennessee Conference......... vhhely civaln sed sie lie ania tees 1650 
Tholstami@oisforence iis isk cg RL. ce adage ik ees 700 
Kentueky Gonterences. ses. waimuctedss sary Ld wGitoes 1000 
onisy eto nlerenee’ Swit. aaiwamerers chats 5 Agena 1200 
Sbadoennis GouMfenen oer 6.5 25love lees clack pe ei - 550 
South-western Missouri Conference.......... ean e “REGO 
Missouri \Condéreneee.... i iovihhugecawis anon eS nns a.) LOSS 
Westerm Contenemaes,. s6iie va hbedaades gEEl cite apg 100 
Rattle: Rock Gonterence.. divsiinded Shakes ishuie. oe 600 
Arkansas Gon ference) wails. lastve bsg Roe wane want 300 
White, River: Con feren cé.sicxibwdadlersiss Fonda 300 
Indian: Mission’ Conferencesivas Ack ..c.. caves sebeth Ras 
Pexds Conferences. cd). auvckwccss AENeP sae ebet See suena 400 
Trimity, Conferencerincs sh. Dries ci iettnn ds gol aelgh Shake eed tO 
East Texas Conference............ 1. devrshtoms deeet eiaos 350 


North-west Texas Conference........ Sisad catape bee yatta WACO 
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Wiest Re xasy@ onferencen ities fc debile sv ste cekas cee Sa 250 
Calumbia Conference. cicicca. ie eicivageievsskcatiad ses oh 100 
BPACRMENG FINI SHON Cig d, siecs ee earcVeplsyd oh as es. BAAS SES aRn 100 
Tosi Angeles uC orien ences isis Seses ick deshgestiednsessicn 25 
Pitnois: Conlercnees sick eel ee ees Gs 250 
Gieiman WComterencein suc. eaties cerdedyutichananls 100 
Denver (ouieran eae saty iikleler AY. aac 50 

$24,000 


L. M. L&E, Chairman. 


On motion, the report on Church Trials was taken up. 

A. R. Winfield moved, as a substitute for the section of the report 
on the trial of a Bishop, the section as it now stands in the Discipline. 

P. A. Peterson moved indefinite postponement of the whole subject. 

The Chair decided that this question was not debatable. 

J. W. Hinton appealed from the decision of the Chair. The deci- 
sion was not sustained. 

Pending discussion, the order of the day arrived. 

The Chair brought forward Bishop Bowman, of the M. E. Church, 
’ who was introduced to the Conference, and took his seat on the platform. 

The first article of the proposed Constitution in the report of the 
majority of the Committee on Missions was read. (Page 445.) 

A. R. Winfield moved as a substitute the first article in the report 
of the minority. (Page 464.) 

On motion of H. A. C, Walker, this motion was laid on the table. 

Article 1 of the proposed Constitution in the report of the majority 
was adopted. 

Article 2 was read. 

J. E. Edwards moved to amend the article by providing for two 
Secretaries. This motion was laid on the table, and the article was 
adopted. 

Articles 4 and 5 were read and adopted. 

Article 6 was read. 

J. E. Edwards moved so to amend as to strike out the following 
words: 

“And from District Conferences and from collections in Sunday- 
schools and Church Missionary Societies,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof, 
‘‘And from such other plans as may be adopted by the Church and 
congregation to raise money for this object.’’ 

As amended it reads thus: 
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«The revenue of the Board shall be derived from general collec- 
tions in every congregation, and from such other plans as may be 
adopted by the Church and congregation to raise money for this object ; 
and from special collections by the Seeretary and the Bishops, and 
from donations and legacies.’’ 

The amendment was adopted, and the article was adopted. 

Article 7 was read. 

A. R. Winfield moved to amend by striking out the word ‘‘ minis- 
ter.’’ The motion was lost. 

On motion of J. Hamilton, the article was amended by inserting 
‘his’? before ‘“‘necessary.’’ The article thus amended was adopted. 

Articles 8, 9, 10, 11, were read and adopted. The blank in Article 
Ir was, on motion of R. J. Morgan, filled by the words, ‘‘ Nashville, 
Tennessee,’’ and the article was adopted. 

Article 12 was read and adopted. 

Bishop Simpson, of the M. E. Church, was then brought forward 
by the Committee on Appointments, and introduced ‘by the Chair to 
the Conference. He took his seat on the platform. 

Article 13 was read. 

J. E. Edwards moved so to amend as to insert after the words, ‘at 
each session of the Conference,” the following, “the proceeds of 
which shall be equally divided between the General Board and the 
Annual Conference Mission Board.”’ 

It would then read as follows: 

‘“The Conference Board shall disseminate missionary intelligence 
among the people, hold an anniversary meeting at each session of the 
Conference, the: proceeds of which shall be equally divided between 
the General Board and the Annual Conference Mission Board; shall 
publish a report of its operations every year in the Minutes of the 
Conference, and annually estimate the amount that may be necessary 
for the support of its own missions, and apportion the same to the 
Presiding Elders’ Districts for collection.”’ 

A motion of W. W. Bennett to amend by striking out all after ‘its 
own missions,’’ was lost. 

The article, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 14 was read and adopted. 

Article 15 was read. A motion of C. Long to amend by substitut- 
ing ‘either Board’’ for ‘‘General Board,’’ was lost. © The article 
was adopted. 

Article 16 was read. 

J. H. McLean and A. E. Goodwyn offered the following substitute: 


1874.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 531 


‘*Each Annual Conference shall designate the time and manner in 
which collections for missions shall be taken up within its bounds. If 
the Annual Conference shall determine to raise the assessment for For- 
eign and Domestic Missions by one collection, the whole amount col- 
lected shall be divided fro rata between the Treasurer of the General 
and the Treasurer of the Annual Conference Boards, according to the 
assessments made by the General and the Annual Conference Boards.”’ 
The substitute was not adopted. 

The following amendment was accepted, and the article, thus 
amended, was adopted: : 

“‘Except at the anniversary meeting held during the session of an 
Annual Conference.” 

Article 17 was read and adopted. 

Article 18 was read, and, on motion of J. E. Edwards, was amended 
by striking out @// after the words ‘‘circuit and station,’’ and inserting 
the following, ‘‘And see to it that efficient and well-defined modes and 
plans be adopted for raising missionary funds, both for the General 
Board, and also for the Conference Mission Board.”’ 

Thus amended it reads: 

“It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to bring the subject of 
missions prominently before the Quarterly Conferences of each circuit 
and station, and see to it that efficient and well-defined. modes and 
plans be adopted for raising missionary funds, both for the General 
Board, and also for the Conference Mission Board.’’ 

A motion of H. J. Adams to lay the amendment on the table was 
lost, and the article as amended was adopted. 

Article 19 was read, as follows: 

‘Tt shall be the duty of the preacher in charge of a circuit or sta- 
tion to institute monthly missionary prayer-meetings.’’ 

This article was not adopted. 

R. A. Young moved a reconsideration of the vote by which Article 
2 was adopted, providing for only one Secretary. It was not recon- 
sidered, the vote being 74 to 81. 

A motion of L. M. Lee, to reconsider Article 7, in order to restrict 
the duties of the Secretary to office work, was made, but the time of 
adjournment having come, on motion of J. E. Evans the Conference 
ordered a session this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

R. S. Bickel, lay delegate from Western Virginia Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by Bishop Simpson. ° 
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Thursday Afternoon, May 21, 1874. 


Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair. 3 

Religious exercises were conducted by W. E. M. Linfield. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

R. C. Clark and H. W. Foote, lay delegates from North Mississippi 
Conference; and G. M. Nolan, lay delegate from North Georgia 
Conference, who was sick, asked and obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of A. E. Williams and F. A. Connor, Rule 12 was 
suspended, and it was resolved that no member shall speak for more 
than five minutes at one time, without leave of the Conference, except 
the chairmen of committees, who shall be allowed fifteen minutes. 

A motion of A. E. Goodwyn, to lay it on the table, was lost. 

The report of the Committee on the Protection of Missionaries in 
Mexico, was presented by J. B. McFerrin, chairman—it was read and 
adopted. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN REFERENCE TO THE PROTECTION OF 
MISSIONARIES IN MEXICO. 


Whereas this General Conference has heard with profound sorrow 
of the murder of the Rev. John Stephens, a missionary of the 
American Board in Mexico, who fell a martyr at his post, with his 
Bible in his hand; and also of the murder at the same time of Don 
Jesus Islas, a convert to Protestantism; and whereas we have a deep 
interest in the work and welfare of all laborers in the Master’s vine- 
yard in foreign lands; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we deplore this sad event, and protest in the most 
emphatic manner against this appalling evidence of religious intoler- 
ance. 

Resolved, 2. That we deeply sympathize with the American Board, 
and all concerned, in this cruel and unprovoked assault upon their 
rights and religious privileges, and the martyrdom of their devoted 
missionary. 

Resolved, 3. That we respectfully call the attention of the authorities 
of the United States of America, and the authorities of Mexico, to 
this disregard of the rights and privileges of American citizens. 

Resolved, 4. That we recommend to the Book Editor and Agent to 
publish, in tract form, the graphic account of the martyrdom of the 
Rey. John Stephens and his feilow-victim, as written by Felipe de J. 
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Pedrosa, of the city of Quadalahara, and published in the secular 
papers of Mexico, and republished in the columns of the Daily 
Christian Advocate. J. Hamixton, 
J. B. McFerrin, 
A. W. WILson. 


The motion of L. M. Lee, to reconsider Article 7 of the proposed 
Missionary Constitution, in order to restrict the duties of the Secretary 
to office-work—on which the Conference adjourned—was taken up; 
and, on motion of N. H. D. Wilson, was laid on the table. 

On motion of+ J. E. Evans, Report No. 6 of the Committee on 
Missions, embracing the Constitution, was adopted. The report, as 
amended, is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, NO. 6. 
Support of Missions, 


The missionary operations of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, shall hereafter be conducted under the following provisions 
and regulations: 

ARTICLE I. There shall be a Board of Missions, which shall have 
charge of the Foreign Missions, and of all others not provided for by 
the Annual Conferences. 

Art. II. Said Board shall consist of a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and seventeen Managers, to be elected quadren- 
nially by the General Conference, and to continue in office until their 
‘successors are appointed. The Bishops shall be ex officio members of 
the Board. 

Art. III. The Board shall have authority to regulate its own 
proceedings; to appropriate money to defray incidental expenses; to 
provide for the support of superannuated missionaries, and widows 
and orphans of missionaries who may not be provided for by any 
Annual Conference; to print books for the Indian, German, and 
Foreign Missions; to build houses for worship, for schools, and for 
missionaries; and to defray the necessary expenses of the work under 
its care. It shall also publish annually a statement of its transactions, — 
naming the missions supported by it, and the amount appropriated: 
and paid to each, and lay before the General Conference a report of 
its operations. 

Art. IV. The Board shall meet annually to determine what fields 
shall be occupied as missions, the number of persons to be employed: 
in each, and to estimate the amount that may be necessary for the 
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support of the missions under its charge, and to divide the same 
among the several Annual Conferences—having reference in said 
division to the extent and importance of the domestic work in each 
Conference, and to the ability and disposition of the people to give. 

Art. V. The Board shall employ only effective men for its work, 
and shall require each one to make a quarterly report to the Secretary 
of his operations, and of the state and prospects of the work in his 
charge. 

Art, VI. The revenue of the Board shall be derived from annual 
collections in every congregation; and from such other plans as may 
be adopted by the Church and congregation to raise money for this 
object; and from special collections by the Secretary and the Bishops; 
and from donations and legacies. 

Art. VII. The Secretary'shall be a minister of the gospel, and may 
be a member of any Annual Conference, but shall reside where the 
Board is located. It shall be his duty to keep a permanent record of 
the proceedings of the Board, and to publish an abstract of them in 
the Church-papers; to conduct its correspondence; to attend to all 
its legal business; to prepare its annual report, and to publish monthly 
(either in a missionary paper or in the Church-papers, aS the Board 
shall direct) statements of the condition, needs, and prospects of the 
various missions. The salary of the Secretary shall be fixed by the 
Board, and all his, necessary traveling expenses shall be allowed. 

Art. VIII. The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the Board in safe 
deposit, which deposit shall’be made by him as Treasurer, subject to 
his drafts as such, and to those of his successors in office. He shall 
also furnish an annual report, to be published with that of the 
Secretary. 

Art. [X. The Board shall fill all vacancies that may occur. 

Art, X. Nine members shall constitute a quorum at an annual 
meeting of the Board, and seven at a called meeting. 

Art. XI. This Board shall be located in the city of Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Art. XII. Each Annual Conference shall organize a Board of 
Missions, which shall appoint its own officers and regulate its own 
affairs, and have absolute control of the missions it may establish, 
with the consent of the President of the Conference, within its own 
bounds, and of the funds raised for their support. 

Art, XIII. The Conference Board shall disseminate missionary 
intelligence among the people; hold an anniversary meeting at each 
session of the Conference, the proceeds of which shall be equally 
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divided between the General Board and the Annual Conference 
Mission Board ; shall publish a full report of its operations every year 
in the Minutes of the Conference; and annually estimate the amount 
that may be necessary for the support of its own missions, and appor- 
tion the same to the Presiding Elders” Districts for collection. 

Art. XIV. The apportionment to a Conference for the generat 
work shall be divided by the Conference Board among the Districts, 
and the preachers in charge shall take up a collection in every con- 
gregation to meet the same. 

Art. XV. Any person, or Sunday-school, or Church, or Conference, 
may assume in whole, or in part, the support of -a mission or a 
mission-school established by the General Board, and send their con- 
tributions directly to such mission or school, of which the General 
Treasurer shall be immediately notified: provided that the Con- 
ference in whose territory such moneys may be given shall have credit 
for the same in settling the apportionment of the General Board. 

Art. XVI. The collections for the Conference and General Boards 
shall not be taken up together, except at the anniversary meeting held 
during the session of an Annual Conference. — 

Art. XVII. The Treasurer of the Conference Board shall transmit 
to the Treasurer of the General Board all moneys he may receive for 
general purposes. 

Art. XVIII. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to bring 
- the subject of missions prominently before the Quarterly Conferences 
of each circuit and station, and see to it that efficient and well-defined 
modes and plans be adopted for raising missionary funds, both for the 
General Board and also for the Conference Mission Board. 

R. J. Morgan moved that a Secretary and Board of Missions be 
elected this afternoon at 4 o’clock.: 

H. H. Montgomery moved, as a substitute, that it may be the order 
of the day for to-morrow at 10 o’clock a.m. The substitute was lost. 
The motion prevailed. 

The report of the Committee on Church Trials was taken up. ~ 

After some discussion on points of order, the vote was put on the 
motion to indefinitely postpone; and the whole subject was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The report on Temperance, with the two minority reports, was 
taken up and read. 

J. E. Edwards moved the adoption of the second minority report. 

A motion of John Pipes, to lay the motion of J. E. Edwards on 
the table, was lost. 
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On motion of F, M: Kennedy, the order of the day was suspended 
till this subject be disposed of. 

J. E. Edwards moved, ’as a substitute for all proposed on the subject, 
the last paragraph of the second minority report. 
~ R. J. Morgan called for the previous: question—the call was not 
sustained. 

After considerable discussion, P. Tuggle called for the previous 
question—the call was sustained. 

The vote was taken on the substitute moved by J. E. Edwards, and 
it was lost. 

The vote was then taken on the first minority report, which 
was adopted by a vote of 135 to 38—being more than the two-thirds 
necessary for the change of one of the General Rules. 

‘On motion of J.'E. Evans, the Secretary was instructed to send 
the resolution around to the Annual Conferences for their action. (See 
page 440.) 

‘The following communication from the Bishops was read by the 
Secretary: 


VOTE OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES ON THE VETO OF THE BISHOPS. 


The College of Bishops respectfully report to. the General Confer- 
ence the result of a vote of the Annual Conferences on a constitutional 
question that was submitted to them: 

The Committee on Episcopacy. of the General Conference, met 
in Memphis, May, 1870, introduced the following: 

Resolved, 1. That the last paragraph on page 44 of the Discipline, 
beginning with ‘‘ Provided,’’ and ending with the words ‘null and 
void,’’ be-stricken out. 

2. That the following proviso, if it receive a two-thirds majority of 
this body, be sent round to the several Annual Conferences; and if it 
receive a three-fourths vote of the same, it shall be inserted in the 
Discipline in lieu of the aforesaid paragraph: 

‘‘ Provided that when any rule or regulation is adopted by the 
General Conference, which, in the opinion of the Bishops, is uncon- 
stitutional, the Bishops may present to the Conference which passed 
said rule or regulation their objections thereto, with their reasons, in 
writing; and if then the General Conference shall, by a two-thirds 
vote, adhere to its action on said rule or regulation, it shall then take 
the course prescribed for altering a restrictive rule, and if thus passed 
upon affirmatively, the Bishops shall announce that such rule or 
regulation takes effect from that time.’’ 
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These resolutions were. adopted by the General Conference—160 
yeas; 4 nays. 

The resolutions were submitted by us to the several Annual Confer- 
ences next ensuing, and they were concurred in by an aggregate vote 
of 2,024. yeas to g nays. 

The College of Bishops, at. their annual meeting in May, 1871, 
called in the Book Agent and Book Editor to count the vote; and 
thereupon publication was made accordingly. 

H. N. McTYerre, ROBERT PAINE, 

Secretary. Chairman of the College of Bishops. 


The Conference then proceeded to elect the Board of Missions. 

A motion of T. J. Magruder, to appoint a committee consisting of 
one from each delegation to nominate all the officers, except the 
Secretary, did not prevail. 

All the officers were elected viva voce, except the Secretary. 

On motion of J. S. Key, a committee of five was appointed to 
nominate the eleven Managers. - 

The Chair appointed the following on the committee: Thomas O. 
Summers, A. H. Redford, William Burr, J. M. Sharpe, and R. A. Young. 

On motion of E. W. Sehon,. Thomas O. Summers was elected 
President. 

On motion of W. C. Johnson, E. W. Sehon was elected Vice- 
President. 

On motion of M.S. Andrews, A. H. Redford was elected Treasurer. 

The ballot was then taken for Secretary, and resulted as follows: 

There were 181 ballots cast, of which number J. B. McFerrin 
received 83 votes; W. G. E. Cunnyngham, 20; T. M. Finney, 11 ; 
W. H. Potter, 10; A. G. Haygood,.9; J.S. Martin, 7;.E. H. Myers, 
55-2. G. John, 55 W..Gs Connor, '5 5:.E..W, Sehon, 5);R. A. Young, 
4; L. S. Burkhead, 4; J. E. Edwards, 2; S.*Rodgers, S. P. Richard- 
son, A. W. Wilson, R. K. Hargrove, J. S. Key, and W. M. Kennedy, 
one each. As it required g1 votes for an election, no one was elected 
on the first ballot. 

A motion of M.S. Andrews, to adjourn, did not prevail. 

The reports of the Committees on Fraternal Greetings of the 
British Conference and the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, was made the order of the day for to-morrow 
morning at to 0’clock. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 
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Friday Morning, May 22, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by B. Craven. 

The Minutes were read and approvéd. 

On motion of the Secretary, the vote by which Article 2 of the 
Constitution of the Board of Missions was reconsidered; and, on 
motion of R. J. Morgan, the number ‘‘seventeen’’ was substituted for 
“eleven,’’ as the number of Managers of the Board. ; 

Thomas O. Summers and A. H. Redford asked to be excused from 
serving on the Committee of Nominations of Managers of the Board 
of Missions. ‘They were excused, and W. M. Rush and B. Craven 
were put in. their place. 

J. B. McFerrin asked and obtained leave of absence this morning 
to visit F. E. Pitts, a delegate from the Tennessee Conference, who 
was lying very sick at Anchorage. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair. 

W. C. Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Books and Period- 
icals, presented Report No. 9 of said committee, which was read. 

Sections 1, 2, and 3 were adopted. 

Article 4 was read, and H. A. C. Walker moved to amend by add- 
ing, after the word “books,”’ the words, ‘except Sunday-school books, 
which shall be edited by the Sunday-school Secretary.”’ 

Pending the discussion of the amendment, the order of the day 
arrived. 

J. Hamilton, Chairman of the Committee on the Fraternal Com- 
munication of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, presented the 
report of said committee, which was read by the Secretary. 

The report was adopted by a unanimous vote, and, on motion of 
W. M. Rush, a copy was ordered to be forwarded to the President of 
the Wesleyan Conference, through the senior Bishop, by the Secretary. 
It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE FRATERNAL COMMUNICA- 
TION OF THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
The committee to which was referred the communication from the 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference have had the same under careful con- 
sideration, and beg leave to recommend the following reply: 
To the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of Great Britain: 
Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN IN CHRIST:—Your kind and Chris- 
tian letter of fraternal greeting has been received by us through our 
venerable Bishop Paine, with great satisfaction, and we respond to it 
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in the same spirit of Christian candor and kindness as that in which 
it is expressed. ’ 

It has always been the desire of our Church to maintain cordial 
Christian relations with all bodies of believers who are essentially one 
in the common faith, and close fraternal relations with every branch 
of the great family of Methodism, of whatever distinctive name. But 
being aware of the light in which the heated denunciations of sectional 
prejudice and misunderstood surroundings have caused us to be viewed, 
we have not judged it becoming in us to ‘seek the recognition and 
fellowship of Christian bodies, and so have calmly waited for time to 
soften asperities of feeling, remove the clouds of prejudice by correct- 
ing errors of the public mind, and with calmer thoughts to do us 
justice. We do not now propose to even state the grounds of our 
former or present position, or attempt any defense. Our Church has 
made its record, which is open to the world, and we trust to impar- 
tial history in calmer times to fully vindicate our course. 

Believing that, ecclesiastically, we have occupied no ground which 
is not strictly scriptural, or different from that occupied by the vener- 
able founder of Methodism, and the other great bodies of the Wes- 
leyan family, we have not been able to see why your venerable body 
has failed to recognize us hitherto. But we rejoice to know that an 
era of clear views has dawned, and we sincerely pray that nothing 
may occur to overshadow it for a moment, and that the fraternal inter- 
course thus auspiciously begun may ripen into the firmest and purest 
bonds of Christian brotherhood and coéperation. 

It affords us great joy at all times to know your fidelity and devo- 
tion to the faith of Christ, your success in winning souls, and the 
godly example furnished by your Church to the world, and, above all, 
your grand missionary work, the praise of which is throughout the 
Christian world. In all these things we would follow in your footsteps. 
Our missionary work, as well as our home operations, has been greatly 
retarded by the calamities through which our country has passed within 
the past few years, from which our section suffered most severely. 

The great difference in the structure and conditions of society in 
our new and, in many sections, sparsely populated country, as com- 
pared with yours, is unfavorable to that compactness and organic com- 
pleteness in our Church that have been attained by yours; but in the 
six hundred and fifty thousand members who compose our body there 
are multitudes who fear God, and serve with fidelity our common 


Master. e 
We rejoice to be able to say that we are not without manifest tokens 
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of the divine favor among us. Tens of thousands are added to our 
communion annually by profession of faith in Christ; and, to the 
praise of divine grace be it said, we have, from the beginning, enjoyed 
peace and unity throughout our body,to a remarkable degree. Our 
ministry is little given to vain and dangerous speculations, and our 
people are not easily moved from the faith of the gospel; and, though 
surrounded by the same forms of pretentious skepticism and arrogant 
sacerdotalism that lead so many astray in your country, we earnestly 
strive to maintain the ‘‘form of sound words’’ received through the 
ministration of the venerable Wesley, whose name is held in the highest 
reverence among us. 

We have not been unmindful of our duty to our youth and to pos- 
terity, and are exerting ourselves to. furnish our people, and as many 
outside of our pale as we can reach, the means of education under the 
fostering care of the Church and sanctions of religion. Besides 
numerous high-schools and academies, we have eleven colleges, in 
which some sixteen hundred youths and young men are pursuing a 
classical and scientific course. Of those, about one hundred and 
eighty are licensed preachers, or have the ministry in view as their 
life work. And we are just now engaged in measures for the estab- 
lishment of a university upon a broad scale, for which we have secured 
more than six hundred thousand dollars. 

The cause of Sunday-schools and the religious training of the 
young are receiving increased attention among us; a profound con- 
viction is taking hold upon the minds of our people, that we must zvainz 
the young in the way we would have them go in later life. 

And now, Christian brethren, we send you our fraternal greeting in 
the Lord. You have our earnest prayers that you may greatly increase 
in numbers, and abound in every grace that constitutes a holy people, 
and mighty in the Lord; that the beauty of the Lord your God may 
be upon you, and that he may fully establish the work of your hands. 

We shall rejoice to hear of your prosperity, and to receive messen- 
gers from you at all times. J. Hamitton, Chairman. 


C. W. Miller, from the Committee on Fraternal Greetings of the 
M. E. Church, presented and read the report of said committee. It 
is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS OF THE 
M. E. CHURCH. 


The committee to wham was referred the matter of the fraternal 
greetings, conveyed to this General Conference by delegates duly com- 
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missioned from the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, respectfully report: 

We have considered the action of the General Conference of that 
Church at its session.in Brooklyn, N. Y., in May, 1872, and which is 
partially incorporated in the certificate of the delegates in the follow- 
ing terms, to wit: 

““'To place ourselves in the truly fraternal relations toward our Southern 
brethren which the sentiments of our people demand, and to prepare 
the way for the opening of formal fraternity with them; be it hereby 

‘‘Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delegation, 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our fraternal 
greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at its ensuing session.”’ 

On Friday, May the 8th, this delegation, consisting of the Rev. Dr. 
Albert S. Hunt, the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Fowler, and Gen. Clinton 
B. Fisk, having announced their presence, were formally received, and 
their communications heard by the Conference. 

It is with pleasure that we bear testimony to the distinguished ability, 
and to the eloquent and courteous manner in which these Christian 
brethren discharged their trust. Their utterances warmed our hearts. 
Their touching allusions to the common heritage of Methodist history, 
to our oneness of ‘doctrines, polity, and usage, and their calling to 
mind the great work in which we are both engaged for the extension 
of the kingdom of their Lord and ours, stirred within us precious 
memories. 

Weare called upon, by the terms of the action of their General Con- 
ference, to consider measures necessary ‘‘to prepare the way for the 
opening of formal fraternity.’’. Every transaction and utterance of 
our past history pledges us to regard favorably, and to meet promptly, 
this initial response to. our long-expressed desire. 

We deem it proper, for the attainment of the object sought, to guard 
against all misapprehension. 

Organic union is not involved in fraternity. In. our view of the 
subject, the reasons for the separate existence of these two branches 
of Methodism are such as to make corporate union undesirable and 
impracticable.. The events and experiences of the last thirty years have 
confirmed us in the conviction that such a consummation is demanded 
by neither reason nor charity. We believe that each Church can do 
its work and fulfill its mission most effectively by maintaining an inde- 
pendent organization. ‘The causes which led to the division in 1844, 
upon a Plan of Separation mutually agreed upon, have not disappeared. 
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Some of them exist in their original form and force, and others have 
been modified, but not diminished. 

The size of the Connection, and the extent of territory covered by 
it, had produced on some thoughtful mtinds before the events of 1844 
the impression that separation would be convenient and otherwise 
advantageous. The General Conference, upon any proper basis of rep- 
resentation, was becoming too unwieldy for the ends originally designed. 
If this reason was of force then, it is more conclusive now. ‘The mem- 
bership of the M. E. Church, South, exceeds six hundred thousand ; 
our Northern brethren have more than twice that number. Our Gen- 
eral Conference is now composed of nearly three hundred ministers 
and laymen; theirs is proportionately larger. 

It will be remembered that the last formal deliverance of the South- 
ern representatives, in the united General Conference, was a protest 
against the power claimed for and exercised by that highest judicatory 
of the Church. The Northern members, who were a controlling 
majority, claimed for it prerogatives which seemed to us both danger- 
ous and unconstitutional. In their view the General Conference is 
supreme. Although restricted in the exercises of its power by a con- 
stitution, it is the judge of the restrictions, and is thus practically 
unlimited. In our view the General Conference is a body of limited 
powers. It cannot absorb the functions of other and codrdinate 
branches of the Church government, and there are methods by which 
all constitutional questions may be brought to a satisfactory issue. 

Each Church still maintains its own construction of these funda- 
mental questions. They are not theoretical merely, but very practical 
in their bearing. Were the two Methodisms organically united, it 
would lead to serious collision, and expose the minority to harassing 
legislation, if not to oppression. 

The existence of slavery in the Southern States furnished an occa- 
sion, with its connected questions, fruitful of disturbance; and to this 
the division has been mainly attributed. The position of Southern 
Methodism on that subject was scriptural. Our opinions have under- 
gone no change. We held ourselves in readiness to carry the gospel 
to the bond and to the free. Missions to the slaves constituted a large 
part of our work. Many of our ministers labored in this field, and 
much of our means was expended on it. These labors were eminently 
owned of God. At the beginning of the late war a quarter of a mil- 
lion of negroes were in the communion of our Church, and thousands 
of their children were receiving catechetical instruction. The socie- 
ties organized in the Southern States during the last ten years by our 
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‘ Northern brethren, and the members which swell their statistics, are 
made up largely of those who, in slavery, had been converted by our 
instrumentality. The colored preachers, exhorters, and: class-leaders 
by whom they have principally carried on their Southern work, and 
some of whom have been counted worthy of seats in their Annual and 
General Conferences, were Christianized and trained under our minis- 
try in other days. Following the indications of Providence we have, 
without abandoning this work, adapted our methods to the changed 
condition of the descendants of the African race in the midst of us. 
Many of them had been drawn away from us by appliances that we 
were not prepared to counteract; but a remnant remained. At their 
request we have set off our colored members into an independent 
ecclesiastical body with our own creed and polity. We have turned 
over to them the titles and possessions of the Church-property formerly 
held by us for their use and benefit, and we propose to continue to 
them such moral and material aid as we are able to give. 

This method. has met with encouraging success. We believe it to be 
the best for both races. They have now 15 Annual Conferences, 4 
Bishops, 607 traveling preachers, 518 local preachers, 74,799 members, 
535 Sunday-schools, 1,102 Sunday-school teachers, and 49,955 Sun- 
day-school scholars. They dwell in the land side: by side with us, 
and between us and them exist the kindest relations. 

Our Northen brethren have pursued a different plan, and they seem 
to be committed to it by honest and conscientious convictions, They 
have mixed Conferences, mixed congregations, and mixed schools. 
We do not ask them to adopt our plan. We could not adopt theirs. 

We refer to these things in order that our position may not be 
attributed by any to prejudice, resentment, or other motives unworthy 
of Christians. But whilst we are clear and final in our declarations 
against the union of the two Methodisms, we welcome measures look- 
ing to the removal of obstacles in the way of amity and peace. The 
existence of these obstacles is generally known, and they are frankly 
recognized in the addresses of the delegates sent to us. 

It is admissible to review briefly what has been done or attempted 
by us in this direction. Our General Conference of 1846 ‘‘ Resolved, 
by a rising and unanimous vote, That Dr. Lovick Pierce be, and is 
hereby, delegated to visit the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to be held in Pittsburgh May 1, 1848, to tender to 
that body the Christian regards and salutations of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.’’ In pursuance of 
this action, Dr. Pierce, duly commissioned, was present at the seat of 
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the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and by a 
note courteously advised them of his errand. The answer of that 
body was a unanimous vote declaring that ‘‘there are serious questions 
and difficulties existing between the twe bodies,’ and they‘did not 
consider it proper at present to enter into fraternal relations with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. . Had our delegate been received 
and allowed a hearing, a more definite understanding might have been 
obtained of those ‘‘serious questions and difficulties,’’ and the result, 
we think, would have been in the interest of peace. He closed his - 
letter to the General Conference, on receiving a copy of its action, in 
these words: ‘‘You will therefore regard this communication as final 
on the part of the Methodist’ Episcopal. Church, South. She can 
never renew the offer of fraternal relations between the two great 
bodies of Wesleyan Methodists in the United States. But the propo- 
sition can be renewed at any time, either now or hereafter, by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. And if ever made upon the basis of the 
Plan of Separation, as adopted by the General Conference of 1844, 
the Church South. will cordially entertain the proposition.’’ . He 
reported the failure of his mission to our General Conference in St. 
Louis in 1850, which thereupon adopted the following: 

‘‘Resolved, That we will steadfastly adhere to the ground taken in the 
last communication of our delegate to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh in May, 1848, to wit: That 
we cannot, under their act of rejection and refusal, renew our offer of 
fraternal relations and intercourse; but will, at all times, entertain any 
proposition coming from the Methodist Episcopal Church to. us, 
whether it be by written communication or delegation, having: for its 
object’ friendly relations, and predicated of the rights granted to us 
by the Plan of Separation adopted in New York in 1844.”’ 

Here the matter rested until May, 1869, when the Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church opened negotiations with our Bishops at 
their annual meeting in St. Louis, inviting them to ‘“‘confer’’ as to 
“the propriety, practicability, and methods of reunion.’’ Our Bish- 
ops respectfully declined to consider that’ subject, but invited their 
attention to one having precedence—the cultivation of fraternal rela- 
tions. They suggested the removal of causes of strife; and this was 
done in a manner.and spirit that met the hearty. approval of our 
Church. They reaffirmed the position in which Dr. Pierce had left 
the matter, saying, ‘‘The words of our rejected delegate have been 
ever since, and still are, our words.”’ 

One passage of this correspondence we quote.. The Northern Bish- 
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ops, in their letter, used these words: ‘‘That the great cause which 
led to the separation from us of both the Wesleyan Methodists of this 
country and of the Methodist Episcopal Church has, passed away.’’ 
To which the Southern Bishops replied: ; 

“We cannot think you mean to. offend us when you speak of our 
having separated from you, and. put us in the same category with a 
small body.of schismatics who were always an acknowledged secession. 
Allow us, in all kindness, brethren, to remind you, and to keep: the 
important fact of history prominent, that we separated from you in no 
sense in which you did not separate from us. The separation was by 
compact, and mutual; and nearer approaches to each other can be 
conducted, with hope of a successful issue, only on this basis.’’ 

A deputation visited the General Conference of 1870, at Memphis, 
proposing to treat with us in the name of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on the subject of union. They were received and heard with 
great respect. But it appeared, upon due inquiry, that they were not 
commissioned to us by their General Conference—the only body with 
which we can treat on Connectional interests. Nevertheless, the 
General Conference referred their communication to a committee, 
whose report, unanimously adopted, contained these resolutions: 

‘‘Resolved, That the action of our Bishops in their last annual meet- 
ing in St. Louis, in response. to the message of the Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, has the full indorsement of this General 
Conference, and accurately defines our position in reference to any 
overtures which may proceed from that Church, having in them an 
official and proper recognition of this body. 

‘‘Resolved, moreover, That if this distinguished Commission were 
fully clothed with authority to treat with us for union, it is the judg- 
ment of this Conference that the true interests of the Church of 
Christ require and demand the maintenance of our separate and 
distinct organization. 

“Resolved, That we tender to the Rev. Bishop E. S. Janes, and the 
Rev. W. L. Harris, D.D., the members of the Commission now with 
us, our high regards as brethren beloved in the Lord, and express our 
desire that the day may soon’ come when proper Christian sentiments 
and fraternal relations between the two. great branches of Northern 
and Southern Methodism shall be permanently established.”’ 

Thus stood the case when the distinguished delegates of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, duly authorized by their General Conference 
of 1872, brought us their fraternal greetings. We hail them with 
pleasure, and embrace the opportunity at length afforded us of entering 
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into negotiations to secure tranquillity and fellowship to our alienated 
Commissions upon a permanent basis, and alike honorable to all. 

Our brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church will, we trust, 
appreciate our uniform and frequent reference to the Plan of Separa- 
tion. No adjustment can be considered by us that ignores it. By 
that Plan we hold all our church-houses, cemeteries, school-buildings, 
and other property, acquired before the division. Under it we claimed 
and recovered our portion of the common fund in the Book Concerns 
at New York and Cincinnati. y 

When its validity was denied by our Northern brethren, and the 
share of the common property inuring to us under it was withheld by 
them, the Plan of Separation was taken for ultimate adjudication to 
the Supreme Court’ of the United States, and that highest civil 
tribunal, without a dissenting voice, affirmed its validity, and our 
rights under it. 

When the representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
asserted before that tribunal that they were the original Church, and 
that we were a secession, the court said: 

‘Tt can no more be affirmed, either in point of fact or of law, that 
they are traveling preachers in connection with the Methodist Church 
as originally constituted, since the division, than of those in connec- 
tion with the Church, South. Their organization covers but about 
half of the territory embraced within that of the former Church; 
and includes within it but a little over two-thirds of the traveling 
preachers. Their General Conference is not the General Conference 
of the old Church, nor .does it represent the interest or possess 
territorially the authority of the same; nor are they the body under 
whose care this fund was placed by its founders. It may be admitted 
that, within the restricted limits, the organization and authority are 
the same as the former Church; but the same is equally true in 
respect to the organization of the Church, South.’’ 

When the same parties attempted to set aside the Plan of Separation, 
on the ground that it was made without proper authority, the court 
said : ; ; 

““But we do not agree that this division was made without the 
proper authority. On the contrary, we entertain no doubt but that 
the General Conference of 1844 was competent to make it; and that 
each division of the Church, under the separate organization, is just 
as legitimate, and can claim as high a sanction, ecclesiastical and 
temporal, as the Methodist Episcopal Church, first founded in the 
United States. The same authority which founded that Church in 
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1784 has divided it, and established two separate and independent 
organizations, occupying the place of the old one.”’ 

However others may regard that instrument, the Plan of Separation 
is too important in its application to our s¢a¢us and security to be 
lightly esteemed by us. If it should be said that its provisions 
touching territorial limits have been violated by both parties, we have 
this to say: Weare ready to.confer with our Northern brethren on 
that point. A joint commission, having this feature of the compact 
under revision, might reach.a solution mutually satisfactory. 

Measures preparatory to formal fraternity would be defective that 
leave out of view questions in dispute between the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and ourselves. These questions relate to the course 
pursued by some of their accredited agents whilst prosecuting their 
work in the South, and to property which has been taken and held by 
them to this day against our protest and remonstrance. Although 
feeling ourselves sorely aggrieved in these things, we stand ready to 
meet our brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the spirit of 
Christian candor, and to compose all differences upon the principles 
of justice and equity. 

It is to be regretted that the honored representatives who bore 
fraternal greetings to us were not empowered also to enter upon a 
settlement of these vexed questions. We are prepared to take ad- 
vanced steps in this direction, and, waiving any considerations which 
might justify a greater reserve, we will not only appoint a delegation 
to return the greetings so gracefully conveyed to us from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, but we will also provide for a commission to meet 
a similar commission from that Church for the purpose of settling 
disturbing questions. 

Open and righteous treatment of all cases of complaint will furnish 
the only solid ground upon which we can meet. Relations of amity 
are, with special emphasis, demanded between bodies so near akin. 
We be brethren. To the realization of this the families of Methodism 
are called by the movements of the times. The attractive power of 
the cross is.working mightily. The Christian elements in the world 
are all astir in their search for each other. Christian hearts are crying 
to each other across vast spaces, and longing for fellowship. The 
heart of Southern Methodism being in full accord with these senti- 
ments, your committee submit the following resolutions for adoption: 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference has received with pleasure 
the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, conveyed 
to us by their delegates, and that our College of Bishops be, and are 
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hereby, authorized to appoint a delegation, consisting of two ministers 
and one layman, to bear our Christian salutations to their next 
ensuing General Conférence. 

Resolved, 2. Vhat, in order to remove all obstacles to formal 
fraternity between the two Churches, our College of Bishops is 
authorized to appoint a Commission, consisting of three ministers and 
two laymen, to meet a similar Commission authorized by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and to adjust all 
existing difficulties. A. W. Witson, 

L. PARKER, 
A. L. P. GREEN, 
C. W.-MILLER, 
R. ALEXANDER, 
: R. W. Jones, 
S. Bozo, 
J. L. DE YAMPERT, 
D. K.: Pitrman. 


E. E. Wiley moved the adoption of the report. 

N. Head, P. A. Peterson, and L. M. Lee, spoke adversely to it. 
Pending the remarks of L. M. Lee, the five minutes’ rule was 
suspended during the discussion of this subject. 

S. Regester offered a substitute for the report, which was read, as 
follows: 


SUBSTITUTE FOR THE REPORT OF .THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL 
GREETINGS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Whereas, after a period of thirty years of strife and estrangement 
between the two great codrdinate branches of American Methodism, 
this General Conference has, in the good providence of God, been 
favored with the presence of ‘‘ Fraternal) Messengers’’ from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and whereas, we hail this auspicious 
event as the dawn of an epoch that must happily witness the cessation 
of every difference and bitterness between those who have so much in 
common; therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the General. Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, That we are profoundly grateful to Almighty God for 
“the presence, addresses, and Christian spirit, of our brethren, Rev. 
Drs. Hunt and Fowler, and General. Fisk, the accredited. Fraternal 
Messengers of the Methodist’ Episcopal Church; and we. hereby 
assure them, and those they represent, that we most heartily recipro- 
cate their kindly greetings. 
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Resolved, 2. That it is our firm persuasion and our decided judgment 
that the godly wisdom and Christian spirit of the two Methodisms in 
question, acting under the guidance of the Spirit of God, are fully 
equal to the delicate and difficult task of satisfactorily adjusting all 
matters, of whatever sort, that are in issue between the two kindred 
bodies. : 

Resolved, 3. That, as the spiritual unity and doctrinal identity of 
our common Methodism have been preserved unbroken amidst all our 
difficulties and alienations, it would be a reproach to our Christian 
character if the gracious and brotherly spirit now actuating thousands 
of hearts in both Churches shall prove unproductive of, and fail to 
develop, some sound, and just, and mutually honorable principle and 
ground of permanent fraternal relations. ; 

Resolved, 4. That we will, as far as consistency and opportunity 
may allow and justify, promote this most desirable consummation by 
our personal dispositions and acts; and that we, furthermore, thus 
officially declare our perfect willingness to recognize any competent 
Commission that may be instituted for the final settlement of all mere 
business matters and questions, and that we will most cheerfully treat 
with such Commission. . 

Resolved, 5. That our Bishops be, and they are hereby, authorized, 
at any time that circumstanecs may require such action, to appoint 
Commissioners to coOperate with any that may be appointed on the 
part of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to act as arbitrators for the 
settlement of all ecclesiastical and business questions between us and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; and our Bishops are further author- 
ized to appoint Fraternal Messengers to the approaching General 


Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
SAMUEL REGESTER, 


N. G. Cor, 
°. NELson Heap, 
- C. I. VANDEVENTER. 

The substitute was advocated by S. Regester and E. W. Sehon. 

C. W. Miller defended the report—and he was allowed to conclude 
his remarks without regard to the fifteen minutes’ rule. 

He was followed on the same side by A. W. Wilson, chairman of 
the committee; and the time was extended for him to conclude his 
speech. Pending his remarks, on motion of J. E. Evans, the Con- 
ference resolved to meet this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


13 
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Friday Afternoon, May 22, 1874. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Marvin in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by A.*R. Winfield. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

D. K. Pittman, a lay delegate of the Missouri Conference, and C. 
P. Crawford, a lay delegate of the North Georgia Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of J. C. Granbery, the Book Agent and Book Editor 
were instructed to prepare and publish Church Registers for the use of 
our Churches. ; 

An invitation was received from the President and Directors of the 
German Protestant Asylum to visit that institution, and it was accepted. 

Bishop Marvin then addressed the Conference on the pending 
question. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. 

The question on which the Conference adjourned in the morning 
was resumed. 

A. W. Wilson concluded his remarks in defense of the report. 

J. Jackson followed in support of the substitute. 

J. A. Duncan spoke in favor of separating the response to the fra- 
ternal greetings from the proposition to adjust the differences between 
the two Connections. 

J. Hamilton favored the substitute if it could be amended. The 
Chair decided that it could not be amended: 

C. W. Miller explained some points concerning the report. J. E. 
Evans followed in its support. 

A motion of T. Branch and-A. W. Wilson, to refer the report and 
the substitute to a special committee, consisting of S. Regester, J. Jack- 
‘son, J. A. Duncan, J. Hamilton, and T. Pols was, on motion of A. 
J. Adams, laid on the table. 

W. W. Bennett moved to recommit the report, with the substitute, 
to the committee. ; 

A motion of E, E. Wiley to lay this on the table did not prevail. 

The motion of W. W. Bennett was adopted; and, on motion of T. 
Branch, S. Regester, J. Hamilton, and J. A. Duncan were added to 
the committee. 

‘The balloting for Secretary of the Board of Missions was then 
resumed. ~ There were 175 votes cast, of which J. B. McFerrin received 
106; W. H. Potter received 28; W. G. E. Cunnyngham, 24; A. G. 
Haygood, 5; T. M. Finney, 4; R. A. Young, 2; J. Si) Martin; ‘23 
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R. H. Rivers, J. E. Edwards, E. W. Sehon, arid L. S. Burkhead, 1 
each. J. B. McFerrin, having received more than a majority, was 
declared duly elected Secretary of the Board of Missions. 

B. Craven, chairman of the committee to nominate Managers for 
the Board of Missions, reported the following: J. S. Martin, of the 
Baltimore Conference; W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Holston Conference; 
J.. S. Burkhead, North Carolina Conference; W. H. Fleming, South 
Carolina Conference; A. G. Haygood, North Georgia Conference; 
R. A. Young, D. C. Kelley, and R, K. Hargrove, Tennessee Confer- 
ence; W. M. McCarthy, J. M. Sharpe, and J. S. Bransford, laymen, 
of Nashville; H. H. Montgomery, of Mississippi Conference; I. G. 
John, Texas Conference; A. R. Winfield, Little Rock Conference; 
W. M. Leftwich, St. Louis Conference; W. M. Rush, Missouri Con- 
ference; E. K. Miller, Pacific Conference. 

The nominations were confirmed by the Conference. 

J. W. Gaut was appointed in place of R. W. Jones, and J. E. 
Ryland in place of D. K. Pittman, on the Committee on Fraternal 
Relations. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 23, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by Mark S. Andrews. Special 
petitions were offered, by request, for Samuel Anthony, and other 
sick members of the Conference, and the family of the member 
deceased. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

J. C. Granbery, clerical delegate from the Virginia Conference, and 
J. D. Vincil, clerical delegate from the Missouri Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence on account of family affliction. 

R. J. Morgan, lay delegate from the Memphis Conference, asked | 
and obtained leave of absence on account of official duties as Chan- 
cellor. 

J. D. Anthony, clerical delegate from the North Alabama Confer- 
ence, asked and obtained leave of absence on account of personal 
affliction. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 

J. B. McFerrin announced the death of one of the clerical delegates 
of the Tennessee Conference, whereupon the following preamble and 
resolutions were offered and adopted: 
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RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH OF F. E. PITTS. 


Whereas, this General Conference has heard, with emotions of sor- 
row, of the death of one of its members, the Rev. Fountain E. Pitts, 
a delegate from the Tennessee Conference, which sad event took place 
at Anchorage last evening, Friday, May 22; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the members of this Conference are profoundly 
affected by the intelligence of the death of one of its members, the 
Rev. Fountain E. Pitts. 

Resolved, 2. That they rejoice to learn that the life of our deceased 
brother, which was crowded with so many and successful labors, was 
crowned with a triumphant end. 

Resolved, 3. That they will, in a body, attend the obsequies of 
Brother Pitts at the Walnut Street Church this afternoon at 3 o’clock— 
the service to be conducted under the direction of the Committee on 
Public Worship. 

Resolved, 4. That the Conference sincerely sympathizes with the 
stricken widow and other relatives and friends of our deceased ‘brother. 

Resolved, 5. That J. B. McFerrin, J. W. Hanner, R. P. Ransom, 
and A. Thomas be, and are hereby, appointed a committee to meet the 
remains at their arrival in Louisville this morning, and deposit them in 
Walnut Street Church; and that W. Burr and A. Thomas be, and are 
hereby, appointed a committee to accompany the remains to the city 
of Nashville for interment. Tuos. O. SUMMERS, 


J. M. SHarpE. 


R. Alexander, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, presented 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as 
follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. 4. 


The resolution of A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, G. A. Dannelly, and 
others, delegates from the Conferences in Arkansas, has been duly 
considered, and the committee recommend— 

That the three Annual Conferences be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized by this General Conference to so change their boundaries as to 
make two or more Conferences, as they may deem best, and by such 
dividing lines as they may agree upon. R. ALEXANDER, 

W. M. Lerrwicu, Secretary. Chairman. 


By a suspension of the rule, Report No. 1 of the Committee on 
Finance was taken up. M. Brown, chairman of the committee, urged 
its adoption. 


On motion of W. F. Cook, the report was amended by striking out 
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a clause referring to the taking up of collections by ministers; and as 
thus amended, the report was adopted. (See pp. 434, 435.) 

The report of the Special Committee, to whom was recommitted the 
report of the Committee on Fraternal Greetings, presented yesterday, 
with the substitute, was presented and read, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO WHOM WAS RECOMMITTED THE ‘‘ REPORT 
ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS WITH THE M. E. CHURCH.”’ 


Your committee find themselves confronted with two questions, one 
in respect to fraternal greetings, and another in respect to certain prac- 
tical issues now existing between the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. We recommend such redd- 
justment of the items of the original report as will place each item 
under its proper question. A. W. Witson, 

L. Parker, 

C. W. MILLER, 
R. ALEXANDER, 
Jas. A. Duncan, 
J. W.-Gaurt, 

Such readjustment is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the matter of the fraternal 
greetings, conveyed to this General Conference by delegates duly com- 
missioned from the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, respectfully report: 


We have considered the action of the General Conference of that. 


Church at its session in Brooklyn, N. Y., in May, 1872, and which is 
partially incorporated in the certificate of the delegates in the follow- 
ing terms, to wit: . 

“<¢ To place ourselves in the truly fraternal relations toward our Southern 
brethren which the sentiments of our people demand, and to prepare 
the way for the opening of formal fraternity with them; be it hereby 

‘Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delegation, 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our fraternal 
greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at its next ensuing session.”’ 

On Friday, May the 8th, this delegation, consisting of the Rev. Dr. 
Albert S. Hunt, the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Fowler, and Gen. Clinton 
B. Fisk, having announced their presence, were formally received, and 
their communications heard by the Conference. 

It is with pleasure that we bear testimony to the distinguished ability; 
and to the eloquent and courteous manner in which these Christian 
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brethren discharged their trust. Their utterances warmed our hearts. 
Their touching allusions to the common heritage of Methodist history, 
to our oneness of doctrines, polity, and usage, and their calling to 
mind the great work in which we are, both engaged for the extension 
of the kingdom of their Lord and ours, stirred within us precious 
memories. 

Weare called upon, by the terms of the action of their General Con- 
ference, to consider measures necessary ‘“‘to prepare the way for the 
opening of formal fraternity.’? Every transaction and utterance of 
our past history pledges us to regard favorably, and to meet promptly, 
this initial response to our long-expressed desire. 

It is admissible to review briefly what has been done or attempted 
by us in this direction. Our General Conference of 1846 ‘‘ Resolved, 
by a rising and unanimous vote, That Dr. Lovick Pierce be, and is 
hereby, delegated to visit the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to be held in Pittsburgh May 1, 1848, to tender to 
that body the Christian regards and salutations of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.’’ In pursuance of 
this action, Dr. Pierce, duly commissioned, was present at the seat of 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and by a 
note. courteously advised them of his errand. The answer of that 
body was a unanimous vote declaring that ‘‘ there are serious questions 
and difficulties existing between the two bodies,’’ and they did ‘‘not 
consider it proper at present to enter into fraternal relations with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South.’’ Had our delegate been received 
and allowed a hearing, a more definite understanding might have been 
obtained of those ‘‘serious questions and difficulties,’’ and the result, 
we think, would have been in the interest of peace. He closed his 
letter to the General Conference, on receiving a copy of its action, in 
these words: ‘‘You will therefore regard this communication as final 
on the part of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. She can 
never renew the offer of fraternal relations between the two great 
bodies of Wesleyan Methodists in the United States. But the propo- 
sition can be renewed at any time, either now or hereafter, by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. And if ever made upon the basis of the 
Plan of Separation, as adopted by the General Conference of 1844, 
the Church, South, will cordially entertain the proposition.’’ He 
reported the failure of his mission to our General Conference in St. 
Louis in 1850, which thereupon adopted the following :> 

‘“‘Resolved, That we will steadfastly adhere to the ground taken in the 
last communication of our delegate to the General Conference of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh in May, 1848, to wit: That 
we cannot, under their act of rejection and refusal, renew our offer of 
fraternal relations and intercourse; but will, at all times, entertain any 
proposition coming trom the Methodist Episcopal Church to us, 
whether it be by written communication or delegation, having for its 
object friendly relations, and predicated of the rights granted to, us 
by the Plan of Separation adopted in New York in 1844.” 

Here the matter rested until May, 1869, when the Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church opened negotiations with our Bishops at 
their annual meeting in St. Louis, inviting them to ‘‘confer’’ as to 
**the propriety, practicability, and methods of reunion.’’ Our Bish- 
ops respectfully declined to consider that subject, but invited their 
attention to one having precedence—the cultivation of fraternal rela- 
tions. They suggested the removal of causes of strife; and this was 
done in a manner and spirit that met the hearty approval of our 
Church. They reaffirmed the position in which Dr. Pierce had left 
the matter, saying, ‘‘The words of our rejected delegate have been 
ever since, and still are, our words.’’ 

One passage of this correspondence we quote. The Northern Bish- 
ops, in their letter, used these words: ‘‘That the great cause which 
led to the separation from us of both the Wesleyan Methodists of this 
country and of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has passed 
away.’? To which the Southern Bishops replied: 

‘‘We cannot think you mean to offend us when you speak of our 
having separated from you, and put us in the same category with a 
small body of schismatics who were always an acknowledged secession. 
Allow us, in all kindness, brethren, to remind you, and to keep the 
important fact of history prominent, that we separated from you in no 
sense in which you did not separate from us. The separation was by 
compact, and mutual; and nearer approaches to each other can be 
conducted, with hope of a successful issue, only on this basis.” 

A deputation visited our General Conference of 1870, at Memphis, 
proposing to treat with us in the name of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on the subject of union. They were received and heard with 
great respect. But it appeared, upon due inquiry, that they were not 
commissioned to us by their General Conference—the only body with 
which we can treat on Connectional interests. Nevertheless, the 
General Conference referred their communication to a committee, 
whose report; unanimously adopted, contained these resolutions: 

‘‘Resolved, That the action of our Bishops in their last annual meet- 
ing in St. Louis, in response to the message of the Bishops of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church, has the full indorsement of this General 
Conference, and accurately defines our position in reference to any 
overtures which may proceed from that Church, having in them an 
official and proper recognition of this hody. 

“‘Resolved, moreover, Vhat if this distinguished Commission were 
fully clothed with authority to treat with us for union, it is the judg- 
ment of this Conference that the true interests of the Church of 
Christ require and demand the maintenance of our separate and 


distinct organization. 


‘Resolved, That we tender to the Rev. Bishop E. S. Janes, and the 
Rev. W. L. Harris, D.D., the members of the Commission now with 
us, our high regards as brethren beloved in the Lord, and express our 
desire that the day may soon come when proper Christian sentiments 
and fraternal relatigns between the two great branches of Northern 
and Southern Methodism shall be permanently established.’’ 

Thus stood the case when the distinguished delegates of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, duly authorized by their General Conference 
of 1872, brought us their fraternal greetings. We hail them with 
pleasure, and embrace the opportunity-at length afforded us of entering 
into negotiations to secure tranquillity and fellowship to our alienated 
Communions upon a permanent basis, and alike honorable to all. 

We deem it proper, for the attainment of the object sought, to guard 
against all misapprehension. 

Organic union is not involved in fraternity. In our view of the 
subject, the reasons for the separate existence of these two branches 
of Methodism are such as to make corporate union undesirable and 
impracticable. The events and experiences of the last thirty years have 
confirmed us in the conviction that such a consummation is demanded 
by neither reason nor charity. We believe that each Church can do 
its work and fulfill its mission most effectively by maintaining an inde- 
pendent organization. The causes which led to the division in 1844, 
upon a Plan of Separation mutually agreed upon, have not disappeared. 
Some of them exist in their original form and force, and others have 


\. been modified, but not diminished. 


The size of the Connection, and the extent of territory covered by 
it, had produced on some thoughtful. minds, before the events of 1844, 
the impression that separation would be convenient and otherwise 
advantageous. The General Conference, upon any proper basis of rep- 
resentation, was becoming too unwieldy for the ends originally designed. 
If this reason was of force then, it is more conclusive now. The mem- 
bership of the M. E. Church, South, exceeds six hundred thousand; 
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our Northern brethren have more than twice that number. Our Gen- 
eral Conference is now composed of nearly three hundred ministers 
and laymen; theirs is proportionately larger 

It will be remembered that the last formal deliverance of the South- 
ern representatives, in the united General Conference, was a protest 
against the power claimed for and exercised by that highest judicatory 
of the Church. The Northern members, who were a controlling 
majority, claimed for it prerogatives which seemed to us both danger- 
ous and unconstitutional. In their view the General Conference is 
supreme. Although restricted in the exercise of its power by a con- 
stitution, it is the judge of the restrictions, and is thus practically 
unlimited. In our view the General Conference is a body of limited 
powers. It cannot absorb the functions of other and codrdinate 
branches of the Church government, and there are methods by which 
all constitutional questions may be brought to a satisfactory issue. 

Each Church still maintains its own construction of these funda- 
mental questions. They are not theoretical merely, but very practical 
in their bearing. Were the two Methodisms organically united, it 
would lead to serious collision, and expose the minority to harassing 
legislation, if not to oppression. 

The existence of slavery in the Southern States furnished an occa- 
sion, with its connected questions, fruitful of disturbance; and to this 
the division has been mainly attributed. The position of Southern 
Methodism on.that subject was scriptural. Our opinions have under- 
gone no change. We held ourselves in readiness to carry the gospel 
to the bond and to the free. Missions to the slaves constituted a large 
part of our work. Many of our ministers labored in this field, and 
much of our means was expended on it. . These labors were eminently 
owned of God. At the beginning of the late war a quarter of a mil- 
lion of negroes were in the communion of our Church, and thousands 
of their children were receiving catechetical instruction. The socie- 
ties organized in the Southern States during the last ten years by our 
Northern brethren, and the members which swell their statistics; are 
made up largely of those who, in slavery, had been converted by our 
instrumentality. The colored preachers, exhorters, and class-leaders 
by whom they have principally carried on their Southern work, and 
some of whom have been counted worthy of seats in their Annual and 
General Conferences, were Christianized and trained under our minis- 
try in other days. Following the indications of Providence, we have, 
without abandoning this work, adapted our methods to the changed 
condition of the descendants of the African race in the midst of us. 
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Many of them had been drawn away from us by appliances that we 
were not prepared to counteract; but a remnant remained. At their 
request, we have set off our colored members into an independent 
ecclesiastical body with our own creed*and polity. We have turned © 
over to them the titles and possessions of the Church-property formerly 
held by us for their use and benefit, and we propose to continue to 
them such moral and material aid as we are able to give. 

This method has met with encouraging success. We believe it to be 
the best for both races. They have now 15 Annual Conferences, 4 
Bishops, 607 traveling preachers, 518 local preachers, 74,799 members, 
535 Sunday-schools, 1,102 Sunday-school teachers, and 49,955 Sun- 
day-school scholars. They dwell in the land side by side with us, 
and between us and them exist the kindest relations. 

Our Northern brethren have pursued a different plan, and they seem 
to be committed to it by honest and conscientious convictions. They 
have mixed Conferences, mixed congregations, and mixed schools. 
We do not ask them to adopt our plan. We could not adopt theirs. 

We refer to these things in order that our position may not be 
attributed by any to prejudice, resentment, or other motives unworthy | 
of Christians. | But whilst we are clear and final in our declarations 
against the union of the two Methodisms, we welcome measures look- 
ing to the removal of obstacles in the way of amity and peace. The 
existence of these obstacles is generally known, and they are frankly 
recognized in the addresses of the delegates sent to us. . 

Our brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church will, we trust, 
appreciate our uniform and frequent reference to the Plan of Separa- 
tion. No adjustment can be considered by us that ignores it. By 
that Plan we hold all our church-houses, cemeteries, school-buildings, 
and other property, acquired before the division. Under it we claimed 
and recovered our portion of the common fund in the Book Concerns 
at New York and Cincinnati. 

When its validity was denied by our Northern brethren, and the 
share of the common property inuring to us under it was withheld by 
them, the Plan of Separation was taken for ultimate adjudication to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and that highest civil 
tribunal, without a dissenting voice, affirmed its validity, and our 
rights under it. 

When the representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
asserted before that tribunal that they were the original Church, and 
that we were a secession, the court said: 

‘“‘Tt can no more be affirmed, either in point of fact or of law, that 
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they are traveling preachers in connection with the Methodist Church 
as originally constituted, since the division, than of those in connec- 
tion with the Church, South. Their organization covers but about 
half of the territory embraced within that of the former Church; 
and includes within it but a little over two-thirds of the traveling 
preachers. Their General Conference is not the General Conference 
of the old Church, nor does it represent the interest or possess 
territorially the authority of the same; nor are they the body under 
whose care this fund was placed by its founders. It may be admitted 
that, within the restricted limits, the organization and authority are 
the same as the former Church; but the same is equally true in 
respect to the organization of the Church, South.’’ 

When the same parties attempted to set aside the Plan of Separation, 
on the ground that it was made without proper authority, the court 
said : 

‘But we do not agree that this division was made without the 
proper authority. On the contrary, we entertain no doubt but that 
the General Conference of 1844 was competent to make it; and that 
each division of the Church, under the separate organization, is just 
as legitimate, and. can claim as high a sanction, ecclesiastical and 
temporal, as the Methodist Episcopal Church, first founded in the 
United States. The same authority which founded that Church in 
1784 has divided it, and established two separate and independent 
organizations, occupying the place of the old one.’’ 

However others may regard that instrument, the Plan of Separation 
is too important in its application to our sfafws and security to be 
lightly esteemed by us. If it should be said that its provisions 
touching territorial limits have been violated by both parties, we have 
this to say: Weare ready to confer with our Northern brethren on 
that point. A joint commission, having this feature of the compact 
under revision, might reach a solution mutually satisfactory. 

Measures preparatory to formal fraternity would be defective that 
leave out of view questions in dispute between the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and ourselves. These questions relate to the course 
pursued by some of their accredited agents whilst prosecuting their 
work in the South, and to property which has been taken and held by 
them to this day against our protest and remonstrance. Although 
feeling ourselves sorely aggrieved in these things, we stand ready to 
meet our brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the spirit of 
Christian candor, and to compose all differences upon the principles 
of justice and equity. 
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It is to be regretted that the honored representatives who bore 
fraternal greetings to us were not empowered also to enter upon a 
settlement of these vexed questions. We are prepared to take ad- 
vanced steps in this direction, and, waiving any considerations which 
might justify a greater reserve, we will not only appoint a delegation 
to return the greetings so gracefully conveyed to us from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, but we will also provide for a commission to meet 
a similar commission from that Church for the purpose of settling 
disturbing questions. 

Open and righteous treatment of all cases of complaint will furnish 
the only solid ground upon which we can meet. | Relations of amity 
are, with special emphasis, demanded between bodies so near akin. 
We be brethren. To the realization of this the families of Methodism 
are called by the movements of the times. The attractive power of 
the cross is working mightily. The Christian elements in the world 
are all astir in their search for each other. Christian hearts are 
crying to each other across vast spaces, and longing for fellowship. 
The heart of Southern Methodism being in full accord with these 
sentiments, your committee submit the following resolutions for 
adoption: 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference has received with pleasure 
the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, conveyed 
tous by their delegates, and that our College of Bishops be, and are 
hereby, authorized to appoint a delegation, consisting of two ministers 
and one layman, to bear our Christian salutations to their next 
ensuing General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That, in order to remove all obstacles to formal 
fraternity between the two Churches, our College of Bishops is 
authorized to appoint a Commission, consisting of three ministers and 
two laymen, to meet a similar Commission authorized by the General 
‘Conference of the» Methodist Episcopal Church, and to adjust all 
existing difficulties. sorts 

x A. W. WItson, 

L. Parker, 

A. L. P. GREEN, 
C. W. MILLER, 

R. ALEXANDER, 
R,. W. Jongs, 

S. Bozo, 

J. L. DE Yampert, 
D. K. Pirrman, 
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J. Hamilton, S. Regester, and J. E. Ryland, from the committee, 
presented a minority report as a substitute for the report of the majority, 
which was read, and its adoption moved as a substitute for the majority 
report. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE TO WHOM THE REPORT 
ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS WAS RECOMMITTED, 


A minority of the committee to which was referred the two reports 
on fraternal greetings beg leave to offer the following as a substitute 
for the report of the majority: 

The committee to whom was referred the matter of fraternal greet- 
ings, conveyed to this General Conference by the delegates duly com- 
missioned from the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, respectfully report : 

We have considered the action of the General Conference of that 
Church at its session in Brooklyn, New York, in May, 1872, and which 
is partially incorporated in the certificate in the following terms, to wit: 

“«To place ourselves in the truly friendly relations toward our South- 
ern brethren which the sentiments of our people demand, and to prepare 
the way for the opening of formal fraternity with them, be it hereby 

‘Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delegation, 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our fraternal 
greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
‘Church, South, at its next ensuing session.”’ 

On Friday, May 8, this delegation, consisting of the Rev. Dr. Albert 
S. Hunt, the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Fowler, and General Clinton B. 
Fisk, having announced their presence, were formally received, and 
their communications heard by the Conference. 

It is with pleasure that we bear testimony to the distinguished ability 
and to the eloquent and courteous manner in which these Christian 
brethren discharged their trust. Their utterances warmed our hearts. 
Their touching allusions to the common heritage of Methodist history, 
to our oneness of doctrines, polity, and usage, and their calling to 
mind the great work in which we are both engaged for the extension 
of the kingdom of their Lord and ours, stirred within us precious 
memories. 

We are called upon, by the terms of the action of their General Con- 
ference, to consider measures necessary ‘‘to prepare the way for the 
_ opening of formal fraternity.’’ Every transaction and utterance of 
our past history pledges us to regard favorably, and to meet promptly, 
this initial response to our long-expressed desire. 
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But measures preparatory to formal fraternity would be defective that 
leave out of view questions in dispute between the M. E. Church and 
ourselves. These questions relate to the course pursued by some of 
their accredited agents.whilst prosecutitlg their work in the South, and 
to property which has been taken and held by them to this day against 
our protest and remonstrance. 

Although feeling ourselves sorely aggrieved in these things, we stand 
ready to meet our brothers of the M. E. Church in the spirit of Chris- 
tian candor, and to compose all differences upon the principles of 
justice and equity. 

It is to be regretted that the honored representatives who bore fra- 
ternal greetings to us were not empowered also to enter upon a settle- 
ment of these vexed questions. We are prepared to take advanced 
steps in this direction ; and, waiving any considerations which might 
justify a greater reserve, we will not only appoint a delegation to 
return the greeting so gracefully conveyed to us from the M. E. Church, 
but we will also provide for a commission to meet a similar commission 
from that Church forthe purpose of settling disturbing questions. 

Open and righteous treatment of all cases of complaint will furnish 
the only solid ground upon which we can meet. Relations of amity 
are with special emphasis demanded between bodies so near akin. We 
are brethren. To the realization of this the families of Methodism 
are called by the movements of the times. ©The attractive power of 
the cross is working mightily. The Christian elements in the world 
are all astir in their search foreach other. Christian hearts are crying 
to each other across vast spaces, and longing for fellowship. The 
hearts of Southern Methodism, being in full accord with those senti- 
ments, your committee submit the following resolutions for adoption : 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference has received with pleasure 
the fraternal greetings of the M. E. Church conveyed to us by their 
delegates, and that our Bishops be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
appoint a delegation, consisting of two ministers and one layman, to 
bear our Christian salutations to their next ensuing General Conference. 
_. Resolved, 2. That in order to remove all obstacles to formal fra- 
ternity between the two Churches, our College of Bishops is author- 
ized to appoint a commission, consisting of three ministers and two 
laymen, to meet a similar commission authorized by the General Con- 
ference of the M. E. Church, and to adjust all existing difficulties. 

J. Hamitton, 
SAMUEL REGESTER, 
Joun E. RyLanp. 


< 
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J. A. Duncan spoke on the question, and was allowed to continue 
his remarks without regard to the fifteen minutes’ rule. 

J. Hamilton followed in advocacy of the minority report. 

W. Milnes, jr., followed in the same line. 

J. E. Evans and Anson West spoke in favor of the ‘majority report ; 
J. B. McFerrin against it. 

S. Regester followed in favor of the minority report. 

W. H. Potter favored the majority report. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett, the time of adjournment was ex- 
tended half an hour. 

T. Polk advocated the report of the majority. 

T. M. Meriwether called for the previous question-—the call was 
sustained. 

The question was put on the adoption of the minority report, which 
was not adopted—the vote being 65 to 103. 

The question was then put oh the adoption of the report of the 
majority. It was adopted by a vote of rro to 61. 

On motion of S. Regester, Conference resolved to meet at 2% P.M. 
at the Hall, and proceed in a body to Walnut Street Church to attend 
the funeral-service of the late F. E. Pitts. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 25, 1874. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by S. W. Moore. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The Committee on Introductions brought forward the Rev. Alexander 
Clark, editor of the Methodist Recorder, the organ of the Methodist 
Church, who was introduced by. the Chair to the Conference. He 
made a fraternal address to the Conference, assuring it of the kind 
feeling of the Methodist and Methodist Protestant Churches. The 
Chair responded felicitously to Brother Clark, assuring him that the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, will be always ready to fraternize 
with the Connection which he represented, and all other bodies that 
bear the honored family name. 

Bishop Keener took the chair. 

On motion of J. T. Heard and A. R. Winfield, the Bishops were 
requested to bring forward such business as they consider of greatest 
importance. 

Report No. 9 of the Committee on Books and Periodicals was 
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called up. Article 4 was amended by inserting, after the word 
‘« publication,’’ the words ‘‘ except our Sunday-school books, which 
shall be edited by the Sunday-school Secretary.’’ The report, as 
amended, was adopted. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, NO. Qg. 


The resolution of W. W. Bennett and E. E. Wiley, instructing the 
committee to revive and revise the action of the General Conference 
of 1866 in regard to the publication of books and periodicals, has 
been carefully considered, and the committee, after making several 
minor changes, report the following regulations for adoption by the 
General Conference: 


\ I.—Publishing House. 


1. There shall be an establishment in the city of Nashville, Tennes- 
see, for the purpose of manufacturing and publishing books, to be 
called ‘‘The Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South,’’ and to be under the control of the General Book Agent, and 
a committee to be called the Book Committee, all of whom shall be 
elected by the General Conference. 

2. The object of this institution shall be to. advance the cause of 
Christianity, by disseminating religious knowledge and useful literary 
and scientific information in the form of books,.tracts, and periodicals. 


Il.—Duties of the General Book Agent. 


The General Book Agent shall have charge of the funds, stocks, 
fixtures, and real estate, and all other property of the Publishing 
House, and of the Depository, or Depositories, belonging to the 
‘General Conference; and he shall be responsible to said Conference 
for the prudent use and safe management of the same, under the 
general direction of the Conference. He shall make a yearly exhibit 
to the several Annual Conferences, and give a full account of the 
state and progress of the business to the General Conference. He 
shall publish such books‘and tracts only as are approved by the Book 
Editor, to be hereinafter provided for; and in case of difference 
between the Book Agent and the Book Editor, the matter shall be 
referred to the Book Committee. He shall supply, as far as practica- 
ble, the demand of the Church for books, tracts, and periodicals, 
availing himself of all the facilities of other establishments for their 
publication, at the cheapest rates; and in all investments for the 
manufacturing of books he shall be governed strictly by the principles 
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of economy. He shall sell the books for cash or on short credit, but 
in no case shall he grant credits. where,.in his judgment, it will 
endanger the interests of the Publishing House... He shall make no 
investments in. grounds, houses, or permanent fixtures, without the 
authority of the Book Committee. 


IIl.— Zhe Book Committee. 


There shall be a Book Committee of nine, five of whom shall be 
resident at Nashville, Tennessee. They shall, whenever consulted, 
give advice to the General Book Agent on all matters connected with 
the Publishing House. . They shall fix the*salaries of the Agent and 
Editors at Nashville; and during the intervals of the General Con- 
ference, they, and one or more of the Bishops, shall have the power 
to fill vacancies in their own body, in the agency, and in the editorial 
corps at Nashville. 


IV.— General Conference Periodicals and Editors. 


The General Book Agent shall be authorized to publish a weekly 
periodical, or newspaper, to be called the Christian Advocate, the 
Editor of which shall be elected by the General Conference. He 
shall be the Book Editor also, and as such shall edit all the books of 
our publication, except our Sunday-school books, which .shall be 
edited by the Sunday-school Secretary. -The General Book Agent 
shall be authorized to publish the Swnuday-school Magazine and Lesson 
Papers, the Sunday-school Visitor, and Our Little People, all of which 
shall be edited «by the Sunday-school Secretary, who shall be elected 
by the General Conference. It is provided that if additional editorial 
labor become necessary the Book Committee, with the General Book 
Agent and one of the Bishops, in the interval of the General Confer- 
ence, shall have authority to elect an additional editor, or editors, who 
shall come under the same rule as to salary with the General Book 
Agent and the other editors. 


V.—Proceeds of the Publishing House. 

The. proceeds of the Publishing House shall be appropriated to no ~ 

other purpose than its own legitimate business. 
VI.—Defositories. 


1. The Depository at New Orleans shall be continued under the 
superintendence of an Agent, to be appointed by the General Book: 
Agent. 


14 
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2. Any Conference, or two or more Conferences unitedly, may 
establish a Depository, or Agency, for the sale of our publications: 
provided the business with the Publishing House be conducted upon 
strictly business principles. And the General Book Agent is author- 
ized to suspend operations with any Depository, or Agency, that does 
not meet its payments promptly. 


VIl.— Conference Relations of the Agent and Editors. 


Each of the above-named officers, elected by the General Confer- 
ence, if he be a traveling preacher, shall be a member of such Annual 
Conference as he may select, with the approval of the Bishops. 


VIII.— Other Church-papers. 


The editors for such papers as have been or may be established by 
Annual Conferences, as their organs, shall be elected by the General 
Conference, whenever this is the desire of the representatives of those 
papers. 

The committee, reterring to a former report in commendation of 
the Book Agent, and to a report of the Committee on Sunday-schools 
commending the editorial as well as other services of the Sunday-school 
Secretary, beg leave to close and crown their work by offering the 
following resolution—viz. : 

Resolved, That the eminent abilities and faithful services of the Rev. 
Thomas O. Summers, D.D., Book Editor and Editor of the Christian 
Advocate, are gratefully recognized by the General Conference. _ 

; Respectfully submitted. W. C. Jounson, Chairman. 


A. H. Redford, on the nomination of W. C. Johnson, was elected 
Book Agent; Thomas O. Summers, on the nomination of J. E. Evans, 
Editor of Books and Christian Advocate; A. G. Haygood, on the 
nomination of R. A. Young, Sunday-school Secretary; A. L. P. 
Green, Thompson Anderson, W. H. Morgan, Dempsey Weaver, 
Thomas D. Fite, James 5S. Lithgow, James E. Evans, P. A. Peterson, 
John H. Linn, were, on the nomination of J. E. Edwards, elected as 
members of the Book Committee. 

‘A. Hunter nominated W. C. Johnson as editor of the Western 
Methodist; J. E. Evans nominated F. M. Kennedy as editor, and J. 
W. Burke as assistant editor of the Southern Christian Advocate. 
They were elected. 

C. I, Vandeventer nominated D: R. McAnally, and W. M. Left- 
wich nominated J. M. Boland, as editor of the S%. Louis Christian 
Advocate. 
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C. Pope moved the previous question—the call was sustained—and 
D. R. McAnally was elected. 

H. V. Philpott nominated I. G. John as editor of the Zexas 
Christian Advocate; and B. R. Johnson nominated W. B. Parsons as 
editor of the Pacific Methodist; C. G. Andrews nominated L. Parker 
as editor of the Mew Orleans Christian Advocate. They were all 
elected. 

J. B. A. Ahrens was nominated by the Committee as editor of 
German papers, and E. N. S. Blogg as assistant editor. They were 
accordingly elected; and the following were elected the Committee 
on German Publications: F. Vordenbaumen, John A. Pauly, and J. 
B. A. Ahrens. 

Reports Nos. 3 and 5 of the Committee on Books and Periodicals 
were taken up, and adopted. The words ‘‘ while we are not responsi- 
ble for its utterances’’. being substituted for ‘‘ while we cannot 
indorse,’’ in the latter. (See pages 448, 449, 470, 471.) 

Report No. 3 of the Committee on Missions was taken up, and 
amended, by striking out the words ‘‘at its next session,’’ and 
substituting the words ‘‘during the next quadriennium;’’ and the 
words ‘‘from San Francisco to China, and back to San Francisco,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘of his visit to China.’’ . The report, as thus amended, 
was adopted. (See pagé 469.) 

On motion of A. R. Winfield and W. G. E. Cunnyngham, it was 

Resolved, That we request the continuance of the Rev. John Har- 
rell as Superintendent of the Indian Mission Conference. 

Report No. 4 of the Committee on Missions was taken up, and 
adopted. (See page 469.) 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries was taken up, 
together with the minority report, deprecating the adoption of the 
first item-——transferring a portion of the Baltimore Conference to the 
Western Virginia Conference. 

J. E. Evans moved the previous question—the call was sustained. 

The vote was taken, and the minority report was adopted as a 
substitute for the first item. 

Items 2, 3, and 4 were adopted. 

Item 5 was read. On motion of A. Hunter, ‘Little Rock’’ was 
substituted for ‘‘ Trinity,’’ and the item was adopted. 

Articles 6, 7, 8, 9, and 1o were adopted. . 

Article rr was read, discussed, and not adopted. 

Pending the action on this report, the Pastoral Address of the 
Bishops was read by Bishop Doggett, as follows: 
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PASTORAL ADDRESS. 
To the Ministers and Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Greeting ; 

Derar: BRETHREN:—We have been requested. by the General Con- 
ference now in session to present to*you, in their behalf, a pastoral 
address. In compliance with this request, and in discharge of this 
duty, we salute you in the name of our common Lord, and in the 
words of the great apostle to the Gentiles: ‘‘ Grace to you, and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

We render devout thanks to Almighty God for the signal displays 
of his grace tous as a Church during the past four years in the enlarge- 
ment of our coast, in the increase of our numbers, in our material 
prosperity, and in that agreement in the faith, that unity in the Spirit, 
and in that harmony and tranquillity which have everywhere pervaded 
our Zion. ) Extensive revivals of religion have crowned the Jabors of 
our preachers, and the life-giving energy of the gospel in the conver- 
sion of sinners and in the sanctification of believers, has been seldom 
more apparent amongst us than during that period. ; 

In these facts we have abundant evidence of the continued power 
and presence of the Holy Ghost in our ministrations, and that the 
boon of Wesleyan, Methodism, as we received it from our fathers, has 
not been forfeited in our hands. Regarding it as the purest existing 
type of Christianity, and as a priceless heritage of doctrine and dis- 
cipline committed to our keeping, we rejoice to believe that we retain 
it in all its essential features. : 

In this gratifying review, however, we find nothing to flatter our 
pride, but much to foster our humility, to awaken sentiments of repent- 
ance, and to cherish purposes of amendment., Our piety, our self- 
sacrifice, our Christian enterprise, have not been equal to our growth, 
much. less. to our standards, and to our time-honored ecclesiastical 
Jandmarks. Fundamentally correct in our views of scriptural truth, 
and, in the main, commendably consistent in our. conduct, we have 
departed, in some instances, from the, simplicity of the gospel as we 
first. received it... An inordinate love of the world in the forms of 
wealth, of fashion, and of amusement, has largely diffused. itself 
amongst our people, and corrupted their, spiritual integrity. The 
peculiar institutions and usages of Methodism have been frequently 
neglected or abandoned, and a relaxation of wholesome discipline has 
diminished our strength and impaired our: testimony against. the vices 
of the age in which we live. 

To these tendencies, to which we are perpetually exposed by the 
pressure of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and to. these actual 
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departures from ‘the old paths,’’ we earnestly call your prayerful 
attention. In these respects we have encouraging reasons to believe 
that there is life enough in the Church, and a sufficiently high con- 
sciousness of the divine destiny of Methodism, to induce a return to 
its unalterable requisitions, and a'maintenance of its’ distinctive char- 
acter before the world. — 

We have been instructed by the General Conference to urge upon 
your consideration several subjects of grave importance, especially at 
the present time. Without, therefore, encumbering this address any 
farther with our own suggestions, we proceed to occupy its remaining 
portion with remarks upon those topics which have been referred to us. 

r. It cannot be disguised that family religion has been sadly neg- 
lected in many of the households of our people. Our own observa- 
tions confirm the too general complaint on this subject. The duty of 
offering the morning and evening sacrifice of prayer and praise upon 
the family altar has not only the sanction of scriptural authority, of 
the constitution of the domestic relations, and of the practice of the 
Christian Church in all ages, but it has been uniformly recognized and 
enjoined by Methodist economy, as an indispensable exponent of con- 
secration to God, and a‘rich and influential means of grace. It is hal- 
lowing in its effects upon parents, children, and servants—enduring in 
its results; and it transmits to posterity, by the agency of the family 
organization, the legacy of the faith, and the habits and associations, 
of genuine piety. It transforms the household into a Church replete 
with blessing, and capable of indefinite succession. Such was God’s 
original and unrepealed command in all the generations of Israel. 
Such is his ordained method of giving stability and currency to his 
cause in the earth, and such is the grand bequest which heads of fami- 
lies are required to‘leave to their legitimate successors in the spiritual 
Canaan. 

2. In addition to the instituted means of grace, the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, is amply supplied with those which are denomi- 
nated prudential; which, though they claim no express scriptural 
sanction, have been adopted and authorized by our Church as emi- 
nently calculated to promote a growth in grace. Amongst these are 
the class-meeting, the love-feast, and Church Conference. 

With respect to the class-meeting, we have been requested by the 
present General Conference to define the action of ‘the General Con- 
ference of 1866, which abolished that part of the then existing rule, 
which made attendance a test of membership in the Church. So far 
as it falls within our province to respond to this request, we reply that, 
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while the penalty for neglect of class-meeting was abrogated, the insti- 
tution itself was left in full force, to stand upon its merits and its his- 
tory, and is obligatory upon every member of the Church. And we 
take occasion to add that, apart from.the divinely-appointed means of 
grace, no institution amongst us is so conducive to the Christian life; 
and we exhort our members not to forsake the assembling of them- 
selves together in this capacity. 

The love-feast is so precious a peculiarity of Methodism, so inter- 
woven with its happiest memories, so full of gracious resources, and so 
generally recognized in these aspects, that we deem it unnecessary to 
enforce its observance with any special formality, except to say that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, cannot afford to dispense 
with so valuable a portion of her inheritance as the class-meeting and 
the love-feast. 

The Church Conference was, in our judgment, wisely conceived. 
Judiciously managed, it subserves a most useful purpose in our admin- 
istration, by distributing its duties amongst the membership, perfecting 
its operations by;detail, eliciting their efforts, and awakening their 
interest in Church affairs and benevolent enterprises. Properly con- 
ducted, and zealously enforced, it cannot fai] to impart compactness 
and completeness to our system, and largely to develop the social 
power of the Church for good. We therefore enjoin the regular and 
persevering observance of it upon our pastors and people. 

3. An explicit utterance was given, by order of the last General 
Conference, in our Pastoral Address, on the subject of worldly amuse- 
ments. We now repeat that utterance. We abate none of its teach- 
ings with respect either to the manifest inconsistency of such indul- 
gences with the spirit and profession of the gospel, or the peril which 
they bring to the souls of men. ‘Their multiplied and insidious forms 
are a source of perpetual temptation and damage, and are denounced 
by the word of God, and by that part of our General Rules which for- 
bids ‘‘the taking such diversions as cannot be used in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.’’ This denunciation is explicit and comprehensive. 
“<The name of the Lord Jesus,’ in this connection, is a decisive test, 
and we are content to leave the issue to its sovereign arbitrament. 
Amongst those indulgences which cannot stand this solemn test is 
the modern dance, both in its private and public exhibitions utterly 
opposed to the genius of Christianity as taught by us. When persisted 
in, it isa justifiable ground of judicial action by the Church authorities, 

4. The mild but firm administration of discipline is an integral and 
essential part of our economy. ‘The purity and integrity of the body 
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of Christ must be preserved at all hazards, so that neither heresy in 
doctrine nor corruptness in life be tolerated for a moment, lest they 
increase unto, more ungodliness. There is a growing tendency, we 
fear, in this direction, and we take the liberty of speaking a seasonable 
word on this behalf. Our legislation is sufficient on this subject. It only 
remains that its processes be faithfully followed, according to the provis- 
ions of our Discipline, by those intrusted with its execution. A solemn 
responsibility rests upon the respective authorities of the Church to 
see that its sanctity be fully maintained. But we would remark that 
our laws are not inexorable, and that no process should be served 
without taking all the preliminary measures to secure the amend- 
ment of offenders. Herein consist the safety and the force of their 
execution. The times imperatively demand that the moral effect 
of Christian discipline should vindicate itself against those loose 
ideas which merge disciplinary distinctions into a mere time-serving 
policy. : ; 

5. Congregational singing, as contrasted with what are called oper- 
atic performances, has been brought to our notice by the General Con- 
ference. - Abuses have undoubtedly been introduced into this branch 
of worship amongst us. The extraordinary, cultivation of musical 
science in our day, and its fascinating influence upon the esthetic ele- 
ments of human nature, have precipitated a crisis upon the order and 
simplicity of Christian worship in this particular, alike subversive of 
its inspiration and its edification. We are not wise enough to dictate the 
precise limitations of improvement in sacred song, but we do not hesi- 
tate to say that no music should be introduced into public worship 
that is not decidedly devotional; that no tunes should be sung to 
hymns announced by our preachers in which the congregation cannot 
participate, and that the pastors of our Churches, in virtue of their 
office, have general supervision of this, as well as of any other, 
department of public service. We give it also as our judgment that 
wherever instrumental music is practiced in our congregations, pre- 
ludes and interludes should be avoided, since they intermit the singing, 
and they consume the time allotted to the service. 

6. The last topic referred to us was the injunction of private prayer, 
fasting, and reading of the Holy Scriptures, upon our members. So 
obvious and so essential are these duties, as the conditions of experi- 
mental godliness, and coming so entirely within the sphere of pastoral 
instruction, that no specific deliverance -is demanded of us. There 
can be no healthy, no robust type of piety, without their observance, 
We remit thém, therefore, to the enlightened understanding of the 
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Church, not doubting that they commend themselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. 

And now, beloved brethren, we ‘‘ commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to bud you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified.’’ And may ‘‘ we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ; that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, | 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they-lie in: wait to deceive: but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which 
is the head, even Christ; from whom the whole body, fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, accord- 
ing to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” 

* (Signed.) Ropert Patne, 
GEORGE F. PIERCE, 
H. H. Kavanaucu, 
Witiiam M. WIGHTMAN, 
7 E. M. Marvin, 
Di S“DoOGGErT 
H. N. McTYEIrRE, 
Joun C. KEENER. 


After the reading of the Address, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference approves the utterances 
of our Bishops in their Pastoral Address. 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Editor be, and he is hereby, instructed 
to insert the Address in an Appendix to our Discipline. 

Resolved, 3. ‘That our pastors be, and are hereby, instructed to read 
the Address to their congregations. 

Bishop Marvin then came forward and read, in behalf of the 
Bishops, the following communication, referring to the liabilities of 
the Church in Washington City: 


COMMUNICATION IN REFERENCE TO THE CHURCH IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 
To the Members of the General Conference : 


DrEaAR BRETHREN :—Our attention has been called to the financial 
condition of our Church in Washington City, and from a considera- 
tion of the facts in the case, we deem the’ matter of sufficient 
importance to demand your attention at this time. 
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Our brethren’ there undertook, soon after the war, when they were 
few in number, to build a house which should meet, not their own 
needs only, but also the wants of our people who might have occasion 
to visit the national capital. For this purpose they made an outlay 
far beyond their own ability to meet, and up to this time have been 
carrying a burden of debt too grievous to be borne. While the house 
represents us respectably, yet, considered as a representative building 
at the great central point of the whole country, it is far from being 
extravagant. 

In carrying this great burden of debt our brethren have been com- 
pelled to look abroad for aid; but up to this time the response has 
been sufficient only to meet accruing interest, and reduce the debt by 
a very small amount. 

This debt is a distressing incubus upon the local Church, which 
bears the weight of it, making development and progress almost 
impossible. Indeed, it is matter of very painful solicitude with those 
immediately concerned. 

Let it be remembered that this debt was created in the interest of 
the Church at large, and that it meets a demand which all feel to be 
imperative. It supplies*our own people visiting Washington City 
with the ministry of the Church of their choice. Let it be remem- 
bered, also, that our brethren there contributed freely at the first, and 
have now patiently, for some years, borne up under this most trying 
embarrassment. 

We commend to you, and to the Church through you, any effort 
that may be made for relief in this case. 


On motion of J. E. Edwards, the communication was received and 
unanimously indorsed by the Conference. 
On motion of P. A. Peterson, the session was extended fifteen 


minutes. 
On motion of J. E. Evans, the Conference resolved to meet at 3 


o'clock this afternoon. 

Action on Report No. 2 on Boundaries was resumed. 

Items 12 and 13 were read and adopted. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted as a whole. It is as 
follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. 2. 
Your Committee on Boundaries would respectfully beg leave to 


submit their Report No. 2, as follows: 
We recommend— 
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1. That the boundaries between the Baltimore and Western Virginia 
Conferences remain as now established. 

2. That the memorial for a change of boundaries between the 
Baltimore and Holston Conferences be, granted, and that the same be 
so changed as to run a straight line from Jacksonville, in Floyd 
county, to Central Depot, in Montgomery county, so as to embrace 
the territory known as the New Hope Circuit, in the Holston Confer- 
ence. 

3. That your committee deem it inexpedient to grant the memorial 
from Elizabeth City and other Quarterly Conferences, at this time, 
asking that the Virginia Conference be divided, and Bey recommend 
that the prayer be not granted. 

4. That the Prestonburg, Big Sandy, and Piketon Costa be trans- 
ferred from the Kentucky Conference to the Western Virginia Con- 
ference. 

5. That the territory of Louisiana Conference, lying in the north- 
west corner of the State, north of Soda Lake, and west of Red River, 
be transferred and added to Little Rock Conference. 

6. That the memorial to transfer a part of Attala county, Missis- 
sippi, to the Mississippi Conference be not granted. 

7. That the memorial to change the name of the Mississippi Con- 
ference to that of the ‘‘South Mississippi’? Conference be not con- 
curred in, 

8. That the name of Trinity Conference be, and the same is hereby, 
changed to that of ‘‘ North Texas ’’ Conference. 

g. That the words ‘Island Creek’’ be substituted in the place of 
the words ‘‘ Battle Creek,’’ where the same occurs in the description 
of the boundary line between the Holston and North Alabama Con- 
ferences, so as to make ‘‘ Island Creek,’’ instead of ‘‘ Battle Creek,’’ 
the south-western boundary line of the Holston Conference. 

to. That the memorial from West Texas Conference, asking to 
have the Colorado River made the eastern boundary of said Confer- 
ence, be not granted. 

[This item was not adopted. ] 

12. That the ‘‘Catawba Circuit’’ be, and the same is hereby, 
declared to be in and form a part of the Holston Conference. 

13. The memorials from White River, Arkansas, and St. Louis 
Conferences, respectively, were, by the petitioners, withdrawn, by the 
consent of the committee, and hence.no action on them will be had. 

Fraternally submitted. R. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 

R. E. ANDERSON, Secretary. 
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Report No. 3 of the same committee was then called up. Item 1 
was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read. J. H. McLean moved to amend by inserting the 
word ‘‘not.”’ 

Pending the discussion, the hour of adjournment arrived. 

Bishop Marvin came forward and stated that he wished his name 
removed from the committee of editorial supervision of the Southern 
Review. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction by 
Bishop Kavanaugh. 


Monday Afternoon, May 25, 1874. 


Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by B. R. Johnson. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be authorized to estimate their traveling 
expenses incurred in attending the Annual Conferences of their respect- 
ive Districts, and apportion the same among the several Conferences 
of said Districts, on the basis of their claim on said, Conferences for 
salary. 

On motion of R. A. Young and J. E. Evans, 

Resolved, That all other communities pay the traveling expenses of 
the Bishops serving them. 

The following was read and laid on the table: 

Whereas, the experience of the last few years demonstrates that an 
aggregate margin of at least ten per cent. upon the apportionment of 
the Bishops’ salaries to the several Annual Conferences is necessary to 
provide against probable failure to meet the full amount allowed; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That each Annual Conference be requested to. add at least 
ten per cent. to the amount assessed to the Conference in making their 
apportionment within the Conference. J. E. Evans, 

A. H. REprorp. 


Report No. 3 of the Committee on Boundaries, on which Confer- 
ence adjourned this morning, was taken up. 

H. A. C. Walker moved to lay the motion of J. H. McLean on the 
table. This motion prevailed. 

The second item was rejected. It is as follows: 

We recommend that the memorial from the East Texas Conference, 
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concerning the boundary line between that Conference and Trinity be 
granted, so that the portion of Harrison county now included in the 
Trinity Conference, and so much of the counties of Upshur, Smith, 
Vanzandt, and Kaufman, as shall be required to make a straight line 
from the north-west corner of Harrison county to said point on the 
Trinity River be, and the same is, transferred to and made a‘part of 
the East Texas Conference. 

All the other items were severally adopted. The report, as amended, 
was adopted. [See pp. 505, 506. } 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, Report No. 1 of the Committee on 
Boundaries was taken up, and item 2, establishing a Conference in 
Montana, was reconsidered. Thé item was stricken out; and, on 
motion of W. M. Rush, the Territory of Montana was added to the 
Denver Conference.’ [See page 4oo. ] 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Finance, and the two minority 
reports, were called up and read. 

After considerable discussion, all three reports were laid on the table. 

Report No. 7 of the Committee on Episcopacy, on the death of 
Bishops Andrew and Early, was presented by J. E. Evans from that 
committee, and was read in the profound silence of the Conference, 
and adopted by a’rising vote. It is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, ‘NO. 7—ON THE DEATH 
OF BISHOPS ANDREW AND EARLY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to offer the following trib- 
ute to the memory of Bishops Andrew and Early: 

It is with feelings of heart-felt sorrow that we behold no longer the 
noble form of Bishop Andrew as one of our number in the sessions of 
the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South. He has always 
stood in the front rank of its ministers and officers from its organiza- 
tion. . Pure in character; devout and consecrated in spirit; self-sacri- 
ficing and laborious in every good work; able, prompt, kind, and 
impartial in official administration—he commended himself as an exam- 
ple worthy of all emulation. May his mantle fall on us who survive 
‘ him, He died as he lived. As an extended obituary of the Bishop 
has been already published, it is not necessary to say more here. 

Bishop John Early departed this life in Lynchburg, Va., Nov. 5, 
1873, closing a long life of active, useful ministerial service in: the 
faith of that Jesus whom he had preached to hundreds of thousands, 
and in the sure and certain hope of eternal life through the merits of 
that Christ. The elements of his strong character were very olserv- 
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able—clear common sense, masterly views, faith in God and in him- 
self, indomitable force of will, and a-tireless industry—so long as 
health and strength allowed him an active participation in the affairs 
of the Church. He was one of the links which united the present 
generation.of Methodists with the fathers. His name is historic. We 
magnify the grace of God, which sustained him so long in great labors, 
and cheered his declining years with abundant consolations. - 
| J. E. Evans, Chairman, fro tem. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted by a 
rising vote: 
RESOLUTION ON THE VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY. 


Whereas, we regard the establishment and endowment of institu- 
tions of learning, under the control of the Church, as of vital impor- 
tance to the welfare of our people; and that these objects address 
themselves to our convictions, and appeal to every principle of human- 
ity and religion, and call for the most liberal devising, and for the 
most generous and complete consecration; and whereas, the example 
of the wealthy, in the bestowal of their means for the promotion of a 
liberal culture, and for the support of educational institutions of a 
high grade, is worthy of imitation and hearty commendation; and 
whereas, we have heard with pleasure of the munificent gift of Mr. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, of New York, of over half a million of dollars 
‘to build and endow a university under the control of the M. E. Church, 
South; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we are thankful to God, from whom is every good 
gift and every perfect gift, for this instance of enlarged beneficence ; 
that we tender to Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt the expression of our 
appreciation of his noble generosity; and that we will ever pray that 
the richest blessings of heaven may rest upon him, 

Linus PARKER, 
C. G. ANDREWS. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Whereas, the forms found in our Book of Discipline, on pages 170, 
171, 172, for wills’ and bequests, or gifts and grants, to the Agent of 
the Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for 
its use, etc., to be controlled by said Agent, do not provide for a 
Trustee after the death or removal of said Agent, and in all such cases 
the Church is forced into a court of equity to divest the title and vest 
it in Trustees; therefore, 
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Resolved, That said forms be so amended as to read, item 1, ‘‘I give 
and devise the following (here follows a description of the property) 
to , Agent of the Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, axd to his successors im office, and its use to be con- 
trolled,’’ etc. And in item 2, ‘‘ Know all men, by these presents, that 
I (giving name), for and in consideration of the love I bear for the 
cause of ‘Christ, and from an earnest desire to promote his heritage on 
earth, do give and grant, and, by these presents, convey, unto ; 
Agent of the Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and to his successors in office, for the use,’’ etc. 

F, W. EARNEST, 
A. H. REDForRD, 
it? POLK: 








The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 


RESOLUTION ON THE LIFE OF BISHOP SOULE. 


Whereas, the Committee on Episcopacy, at the General Conference 
of 1870, submitted a report (No. 4, page 254 of said Journal), which 
reads as follows: ; 

‘“The committee having been instructed to nominate one of our 
Bishops, or some other competent person, to write the life of the late 
venerable Bishop Soule, and it appearing that Bishop Soule himself 
expressed a desire that, should his life be written, Bishop Wightman. 
might be selected for the work; and whereas, the committee believe 
that this desire is very general; therefore, 

“Resolved, That Bishop W. M. Wightman be nominated to the 
General Conference to’ write the life of Bishop Soule.’’ 

And whereas, it is due to Methodism in general, and to the JZ £. 
Church, South, in particular, as well as to the memory of one of our 
greatest and best men, that his life be written, to add an interesting, 
instructive, and valuable work to the literature of the M. E. Church, 
South; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference would respectfully request 
Bishop Wightman to state to this body how far he has progressed in 
the work, and what difficulties, if any, he encounters in collating 
suitable material. DanieL Morse, 

W. G. VEAL, 
I. G. JouHN. 


Bishop Wightman stated that for lack of materials, as well as from 
pressure of official engagements, he had not been able to do any thing 
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in the way of preparing amemoir. He had so notified the Committee 
on Episcopacy. He thought that the most that could now be done 
was the preparation of a monograph. 

The Conference then proceeded to vote for the place of holding the 
next session of the General Conference. W. H. Potter nominated 
Atlanta, Ga.; T. Polk nominated St. Louis, Mo.; J. E. Edwards 
nominated Richmond, Va. 

Atlanta received g1 votes. On motion of W. M. Rush, the vote 
was made ungnimous. 

On motion of W. M. Leftwich, the first Wednesday in May, 1878, 
was fixed upon as the time for opening the next session. 

A resolution of C. I. Vandeventer, and others, in reference to the 
division of the report on fraternal greetings, was offered, read, and 
laid on the table. It is as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Committee on Fra- 
ternal Relations with the Methodist Episcopal Church, adopted by this 
General Conference on Saturday, May 23, 1874, as relates to the his- 
tory and ecclesiastical position of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, be considered substantially the basis of instruction to the Com- 
mission provided for in one of the resolutions of said report, and that 
the remainder of the report be the reply of this body to the fraternal 
greetings of the delegates from the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. C. I. VANDEVENTER, 

SAMUEL REGESTER, 

M. R. Jones, 

Newtson HEAp, 

L. J. Davies, 

W. M. Rusu, 

Joun S. Martin, 
- H. <A. BourLanp, 

J. H. PritcHett, 

E. K. MILLER, 

N. ScaRrrRITT. 


A motion of A. H. Redford, to reconsider the vote by which the 
Conference resolved, when it adjourned, to adjourn to meet to-morrow 
at 8:30 A.M., did not prevail. 

W. Milnes moved that the Conference take a recess till 8:30 o’clock 
to-night. This motion was laid on the table. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology and benediction 
by the Bishop. 
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Tuesday Morning, May 26, 1874. 


Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

C. I. Vandeventer conducted religioys worship. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

A communication from the Methodist Preachers’ Meeting, in Cin- 
cinnati, kindly recognizing the courtesy shown to the delegates of the 
Methodist. Episcopal Church, who: bore fraternal greetings to the 
Conference, was presented, and read by the Secretary. , 

A communication, from Methodist and. Presbyterian ministers, of 
New Albany, gratefully recognizing the pulpit services of members 
of the General. Conference, during the session, was presented by E. 
W. Sehon, and read to the Conference. 

The following resolutions were then offered by the Secretary, read, 
and adopted, by a rising vote: 

Resolved, t. That while the Conference mourns the absence, on 
account of death, of two of the chief pastors of the Church, it is 
devoutly thankful that all:the rest have been permitted tobe present, 
and to preside at this session; the Conference duly appreciates the 
patience, kindness, and ability with which the Bishops have discharged 
their difficult and onerous duties, and fervently prays that their ** bow 
may abide in strength,’’ and that, at the next session of the General 
Conference, they may all be in their place, at the head of a prosperous 
Connection, honored and reverenced by all—ministers and people— 
whom they serve in the gospel of Christ. 

Resolved, 2. That the thanks of this Conference are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the ministers and officers of the Methodist 
Churches in Louisville, for the manifold and courteous attentions 
bestowed upon the members during the session. Their wants have 
been anticipated, and every thing has been done to meet their wishes 
and to minister to their comfort. ‘The Lord recompense their work, 
and a full reward be given them of the Lord.’’ 

Resolved, 3. That the thanks of the General Conference are due, 
and are hereby tendered, to the authorities and citizens of Louisville, 
for the elegant and bountiful hospitality extended to the members 
during their session in this beautiful city. 

Resolved, 4. That this Conference duly appreciates the» Christian 
courtesy of the pastors and Churches of Louisville, New Albany, 
Jeffersonville, etc., in placing their houses of worship at the disposal 
of its members during the session, and_ heartily prays that peace may 
be within their walls, and prosperity within their palaces. 
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Resolved, 5. That the thanks of the Conference are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the Presiding Elder of the Louisville District, the 
Rev. Dr. Sehon, and the pastors of the several charges, for the highly 
satisfactory manner in which they have apportioned the pulpit and 
. platform services of the present session, and for their great personal 
kindness and urbanity toward the members of this Conference. 

On motion of A. H. Redford and J. S. Lithgow: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to Professor Thomas O. Summers, jr., for the efficient 
manner in which he has reported the proceedings of the General 
Conference. 

The following resolutions were also adopted: 

Resolved, That we render heartiest thanks to our Father in heaven 
for his gracious presence with us, and his providential care of us, 
during the session of our Conference, and that we humbly pray the 
Divine blessing to rest abundantly on all concerned, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. H. A. C. WALKER. 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Conference are hereby tendered 
to railroad and steamboat companies for privileges extended to the 
members and visitors of the Conference, at its present session. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Conference are due, and 
are hereby tendered, to Mr. Ed. Coleman, who has so faithfully and 
patiently served us as postmaster, during our session. 

S. H. Browne, 
A. A. GILBERT, 
J. E. RyLanp, 

G. M. Winton. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this General Conference are due, and 
are hereby’ tendered, to the newspaper press of this city, for its 
numerous courtesies during our present session. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Conference are due, and 
are hereby tendered, to Messrs. Wrampelmeier & Co., wholesale 
furniture dealers and manufacturers, for the use of the beautiful 
furniture so kindly and gratuitously furnished for the use of our 
Bishops and Secretaries, during the session of this Conference. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are also due, andi are 
hereby tendered, to the Masonic Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and' Mr.. 
Daniel Bennett, for the use of the other tables and furniture which: 
they have so generously lent this Conference, and the delegations: 
composing this Conference. 


15 
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Resolved, That the thanks of the Conference are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the Secretaries for the faithful discharge of their - 
onerous duties. 


A memorial from F. M. Featherstun, of Vicksburg District, and 
others, referring to the children of the Church, was presented, read, 
and, on motion of J. B. McFerrin, was laid on the table among the 
unfinished business. It is as follows: 


MEMORIAL FROM VICKSBURG DISTRICT, MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South, now in session at Louisville, Kentucky : 

HONORED AND BELOVED FATHERS AND BRETHREN :—Your memo- 
rialists would respectfully represent that they are members in good 
standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; that they love 
the doctrines and discipline of said Church; and that their constant 
and united prayer to the Great Head of the Church is that all your 
deliberations may be so guided as to be owned and blessed to the 
great extension and building up of the Saviour’s kingdom on the 
earth. 

Your memorialists would further represent that they have been 
greatly interested in the deliberations of your Conference—in the 
subjects discussed and conclusions reached. We would, however, 
respectfully call your attention, and request your action, in some way, 
to secure with greater certainty the children of the Church—those 
born to parents now, or who were, in its pale; those that are ours, not 
only by birth, but by baptism. It is a fact, patent to all, that our 
Church suffers loss yearly in the departure of the children from the 
Church of their fathers. 

Your memorialists are of the opinion that where there are settled 
communities, or an old established society, a larger share in the 
services of the sanctuary could be accorded to the laity, old and 
young, in the congregations, greatly to the prosperity and advance- 
ment of our beloved Zion; and they would respectfully suggest that 
responsive readings of the Scriptures, especially the Psalms, with the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Ten Commandments, would, in their 
opinion, have a tendency to increase an interest in the services, where 
now is listlessness; would fill seats and pews in our Churches now 
vacant ; would attract and keep the children who now are absent; 
would .secure seriousness and attention, where now, sometimes, idle 
gossiping and whisperings, perhaps, are. indulged. In fine, would 
give something for all todo. For the lack of this, your memorialists 
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believe we, as a Church, hitherto have suffered loss—have been but 
the great supply-source to other Churches; that we have labored, 
and others have entered into our labors. 

' Your memorialists do not assume to advise, much less to Aibiate; on 
this subject, but would most respectfully request that your attention be 
directed to this subject, and that such action be taken as your 
experience and wisdom may suggest, and your petitioners would ever 
pray, etc. 

N. B.—We sign the above as expressive of our sentiments, and 
believe them to be the opinions and wishes of most, if not all, of our 
members in Vicksburg, Mississippi, and elsewhere, of whom we have 
knowledge. 

F. M. FEaTHERSTUN, P. E. of Vicksburg District, 
(Per R. D. HowE—at his request.) 

Jos1AH BANCROFT, Pastor. 

R. D. Howe, Trustee. 

J. A. PEALE, Trustee and Steward. 

SAMUEL G. WorTHINGTON, Eggs Point. 

H. SHANNON. 

A. E. ADAms. 

J. D. Mixes, Trustee and Steward. 

J. E. Gipss, Steward. 

Witiiam H. Netson, Steward. 

JosEPpH GENELLA, Trustee and Steward. 

WitLt1aM CRUTCHER, Trustee and Steward. 

J. W. Vick, Trustee: 

J. C. NEwman, 

Tuomas HACKETT, 


VICKSBURG STATION, MissIssIPPI CONFERENCE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 22, 1874. 


; 


The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted: 
Resolved, That $50 be taken from the assessment made to the 
Columbia Conference, for the Bishops’ fund, and the same added to 
the assessment to the Pacific Conference. E, K. MILLer, 
GEORGE SIM, 
B. R. JOHNSON. 


Resolved, t. That, as delegates of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, we reflect, with thanksgiving and 
hope toward God, on the increasing disposition of the more Chris- 
_tianized governments to settle national disputes by arbitration rather 
than by the sword. 
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Resolved, 2. That whatever of enactment, or administration, in 
civil governments tends to make ‘‘the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ,’’ should have the sympathy 
and manifest support of the followers of the Prince of peace. 

E. E. Witey, Holston Conference. 
Sipt H. Browne, South Carolina. 
SAMUEL ANTHONY, South Georgia. 
Joun H. Kinser, (Lay) South Carolina. 
Netson Heap, Baltimore. 

W. H. Bogsitt, North Carolina. 

C. I. VANDEVENTER, Missouri. 
GrorcE M. Jones, (Lay) West St. Louis. 
W. F. Coox, North Georgia. 

W. M. Lertwicu, St. Louis. 

J. W. Fircu, Kentucky. 

J. W. Wuitten, North Alabama. 
E. W. SEHoN, Louisville. 

JoserH B. West, Tennessee. 

A. H. Reprorp, Louisville. 

J. Hamitton, Alabama. 

A. A. Morrison, Western. 

H. F. Jounson, Mississippi. 
SAMUEL WoobBERY, Florida. 
ANDREW Hunter, Little Rock. 

L. Parker, Louisiana, 

I. G. Joun, Texas. ; 
W. G. Connor, North-west Texas. 
James G. WALKER, West Texas. 

R. C. Crark, (Lay) North Mississippi. 
Joun E. RyLanp, West St. Louis. 
Horatio V. Puitpotr, Texas. 

L. S. REED, Virginia. 

J. W. Ke ty, South Carolina, 

J. M. Bryxtey, Trinity. 

Joun ApvaAms, East Texas. 

L. V. GREER, East Texas. 

J. R. Moss, Kentucky. 

TRUSTEN PoLk, St. Louis. 

R. J. Morcan, Memphis. 

Mitton Brown, Memphis. 

Joun Moss, Memphis. - 
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A. R. WINFIELD, Little Rock Conference. 
W. P. Barron, North Mississippi. 
GEORGE SIM, Pacific. 
I. L. Burrow, Arkansas. 
J. D. AntHony, North Alabama. 
T. S. Wave, Western Virginia. 
G. M. Winton,. West St. Louis. 
M. R. Jones, Illinois. 
; B. R. Jounson, Columbia. 
FRANK E. Apams, Los Angeles. 


The following resolution, offered by Bishop Marvin, unanimously 
passed by the Board of Missions, May 25, 1874; was presented and 
read, and the request was granted: 

Resolved, That we request the General Conference, now in session, 
to authorize the Board of Missions, if they shall find it necessary, to 
elect another Secretary, and that the Board shall have authority to fix 
his salary and prescribe his duties. 

(Signed. ) Joun B. McFerrin, 
Secretary Board of Missions. 


Report No. 5 of the Committee on Sunday-schools was called up, 
read, amended by inserting the words ‘it is recommended that the,’’ 
and adopted. (See page 470.) 

Report No. 5 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up. 

Item 12, referring to the arrangement of the Discipline in numbered 
paragraphs, was stricken out, and, on motion of H. A. C. Walker, the 
Book Editor and Sunday-school Secretary were instructed to prepare 
a copy of the Discipline, if practicable,'so paragraphed, to ao ie to 
the next General Conference. 

Item 16, referring to orphans’ homes, was, on motion of P. A. 
Peterson, laid on the table. 

Item 17, recommending the insertion of a foot-note to the General 
Rule concerning improper diversions was read, and, on motion of 
P. A. Peterson, it was stricken out, and the following resolution was 
offered and adopted, as a substitute: ; 

Resolved, That the law of the Church as contained in the General 
Rules, if faithfully executed, is sufficient to correct all evils growing 
out of dancing, attending dancing-parties, circuses, and theater en- 
tertainments, and such like. 

The report, as amended, was adopted. (See pages 511-514.) 

The resolution of M. S. Andrews and others, in regard to Presiding 


< 
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Elders’ Districts, laid on the table under the rules, Monday morning, 
May 18, was taken up, read, and, on motion of C. I. Vandeventer, 
was laid on the table. 
The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted : 
Resolved, That the North-west Texas Conference shall be bounded 

as follows—viz.: Beginning on the Trinity River, at south-east corner 
of Leon county, and running thence with south line of Leon, Robert- 
son, Milam, and Williamson counties, to north-west corner of Travis 
county; thence due west to the San Antonio and‘Fort Mason road; 
thence with said road to Fort Mason; thence due north to the 
Colorado River; thence up said river with its meanderings to the Big 
Spring; thence due north to the State line; thence east with State 
line to Red River; thence down said river with its meanderings to a 
point due north of and opposite to the head of West Fork of Trinity _ 
River; thence south to the head of said fork of Trinity River; thence 
down said river with its meanderings to the place of beginning. 

J: Gy, WALKER; 

I. G. Joun, 

W. G. VEAL, 

J. M. BINKLEY. 


The following communication, from the venerable Lovick Pierce, 
was presented, read, and, on motion of the Secretary, was received 
standing, and the Secretary was instructed to spread it on the Journal: 


LovisviLLE, Kentucky, May 26, 1874. 
To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference: 

BELOVED BRETHREN:—By the good providence of God I have been 
enabled to attend this, the Fifteenth General Conference, and here 
closes my membership in this grand council of Methodism. 

My salutatory was lean of any thing but heart, and my valedictory 
T would not present if it was not all heart. Our parting feelings, in 
as far as future General Conferences are concerned, are very different. 
You see other General Conferences coming this side your grave, while 
I see my grave coming in between this and ’78. I have, however, 
endeavored to serve my generation by the will of God, and now I 
resign all to those who are to come after me. I came here hoping to 
effect some changes in our practical itinerant pastorate, and in the 
enforcement of discipline. These I intended as my memorials in the 
goth year of my life. They have all perished on the coast of a 
perilous travel. Of course, my friends believed it wiser to kill off 
these projections of mine than to adopt them. So I go home disap- 
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pointed—go with convictions deep-seated as ever. The necessity for 
these changes is only a question of time. You have overpaid me in 
loving kindnesses, and all I could ever desire is to feel that I deserve 
them—not because I have lived a long time, but because I haveabored 
a great deal—once with marked success; of late years with much less 
visible results. I was, in the best Methodist sense of it, an effective 
preacher for sixty-seven years—which Dr, Punshon, of England, said, 
in my room in Columbus, March, 1873, was the longest effective 
history among Methodist preachers. I ask you to give thanks to God 
for all his mercies bestowed on me, and pray for my safe arrival at 
home and in heaven. I am too feeble to ascend the stairs again. 
A loving farewell. L. PIERCE, 


After the reception of the communication the Conference united in 
singing : 
Together let us sweetly live— 
Together let us die, 
And each a starry crown receive, 
And reign above the sky. 


f 


Affecting remarks were made by E. W. Sehon, T. B. Sargent, and 
the presiding Bishop, whose filial expressions were very touching, and 
who tendered thanks to the Conference for its testimonials of regard to 
his venerable father. 

On motion of J. O. A. Clark, the Conference united in fervent 
prayer for him, led by the senior Bishop. 

Report No. 8 of the Committee on Itinerancy, and the report of 
the minority, were taken up and read. 

After considerable discussion, the report of the vdrathotiey was 
adopted. (See pages 503-505.) 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up, and read. 

Item 2 was amended by adding a question, to be numbered 21: 
‘‘ What is doing for the cause of education ?’’ Also the 15th question 
by inserting ‘‘ or for readmission.’’ 

Item 4, on the eligibility af laymen to the Annual Conference, was 
stricken out. 

Pending action on the report, on motion of J. E. Evans, the time 
of adjournment was indefinitely extended. 

Report No. 2, as amended, was then adopted. (See pages 423-427.) 

Report No. 6 of the Committee on Sunday-schools was taken up, 
discussed, and laid on the table. (See pages 506, 507.) 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted: 
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RESOLUTIONS ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS WITH THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Whereas, the discussions and votes of this Conference on the subject 
of fraternal relations with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and its 
cognate subjects, present the appearance of essential differences which 
do not exist; therefore, 

Resolved, That upon the subject of fraternal relations with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, upon a proper basis, this Conference is 
a unit. 

Resolved, That we are also a unit upon the propriety of appointing 
a Commission empowered to meet a like Commission from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to settle all questions of difficulty 
between us, and that such settlement is essential to complete fraternity. 

Resolved, That the only points of difference between us on this 
whole subject are the best methods of accomplishing this desired end. 

E. E. WiLey, 

S. REGESTER, 
Joun S. Martin, 
J. E. Evans, 

J. Hamitton, 

A. R. WINFIELD, 
A. W. WILSON, 
NELSON HEAD. 


Report No. 3 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up, and read. 

Item 8 was, on motion of J. E. Evans, amended by the addition 
of the following: 

‘‘And the holder shall be regarded as having withdrawn from the 
Church. A member presenting a certificate shall be held responsible, 
to the Society receiving said certificate, for his conduct from the date 
of the certificate.’ 

The report, as amended, was adopted. (See pages 438, 439.) 

Report No. 4 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up. 

Item 3, in regard to holding love-feasts with open doors, was 
stricken out. 

Item 8, favoring changes in the baptismal office, was laid on the 
table. 

Item ro, favoring the insertion of Scripture proof-texts to the 
Articles of Religion, was stricken out. 

The report, as amended, was adopted. (See pages 471-474.) 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and adopted; 
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Resolved, 1. That the Book Agent and Book Editor be, and are 
hereby, instructed to issue the new Discipline and Journal of the 
present session of the General Conference, as soon as practicable. 

Resolved, 2. ‘That the Sunday-school Secretary is requested to assist 
the Book Editor in the preparation of the Discipline for the press. 

J. M. McTEkrr, 
R. N. PRICE. 


Resolved, That our Bishops be, and they are hereby, respectfully 
requested to appoint, as far as may be consistent with the interests of 
the work, the preachers on trial as junior preachers to pastoral charges. 

C. I. VANDEVENTER, 
W. M. Rusu, 
H. A. BourLAND. 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Missionary Boards of the 
Annual Conferences be required to send reports annually to the 
Secretary of the General Board, that he may publish them in his 
annual report. C. Lone, 

, J. M. McTEerr. 


Resolved, That the College of Bishops be requested to suppty the 
vacancy in the Editorial Committee of the Southern Review, caused 
by the declinature of Bishop Marvin. 


On motion of N. Head, Conference agreed to adjourn—the next 
session to be held at Atlanta, Ga., the first Wednesday in May, 1878. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The Conference then united in singing Hymn 744: 

From all that dwell below the skies— 

and the doxology. 

The benediction was then pronounced by Bishop Paine; and thus 
closed the Seventh Session of the General Conference of the Method- 
jst Episcopal Church, South. 


RoBERT PAINE, GEORGE F. PIERCE, 
HupparD H. KavaNauGH, WittiamM M. WIGHTMAN, 
EnocH M. Marvin, Davip S. DoGGETT, 
Hotianp N. McTYEIRE, Joun .C. KEENER. 


Tuomas O. SUMMERS, Secretary. 


Articus G. Haycoop, 
F. M. KENNEDY, Assistant Secretaries. 
TAD, VINCIL, 


APPENDIX. 


[THE following Report was withdrawn from the Secretary’s table, and was not 
recovered till the Journal was stereotyped. It should have appeared on page 481.] 


MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, NO. 2. 


The undersigned, differing from the majority of the Committee on Finance with regard to 
the claims of superannuated preachers, and the widows and orphans of deceased member's 
of the Conference, upon the Chureh for support; and believing that all who serve the altar 
should live of the altar, and that every one who. devotes his entire active life to the work and 
services of the Church, should be cared for by thé Church when he is no longer able to labor; 
and fully sympathizing with the leading features of the memorials from the South Georgia 
Conference, and from the Texas Oonference, and also the paper submitted to this General 
Conference by M.S. Andrews and Wm. Shapard, all proposing plans for the equitable distri- 
bution of the superannuated fund among the different claimants, beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing minority report. In submitting this report we will take occasion to express our regret 
that the whole matter had not been given to a committee of ministers who are directly and 
personally interested in it, and who are presumed to know all the bearings of the subject, 
especially as it is not a question of raising money, but dividing that already raised, and 
among a certain class of claimants. It will be observed that the plan we propose for the dis- 
tribution of the Conference fund is based partly on the necessities of the claimants, but 
mainly on service. 

We propose the following amendment of the Discipline, page 150, Art. 3, in lieu of items 1 
and 2, which read thus; 

“1. ‘To receive all moneys Collected as Conference collections or otherwise, and distribute 
the same to the superannuated preachers, and the widows and orphans of deceased members 
of the €onference, according to their best judgment of the several necessities. 

“2. They shall estimate the amount that will probably be necessary to meet the claims of 
the superannuated preachers, and the widows and orphan children of deceased members of 
the Conference, and apportion the same to the different Presiding Elders’ Districts for col- 
lection the ensuing year.” 

Substitute the following, so that the whole will read thus: : 

1. It shall be the duty of the Joint Board to estimate the amount that will be necessary to 
meet the claims of the superannuated preachers, and the widows and the orphans (who are 
under sixteen years of age) of the deceased members of the Conference, and with the aid of 
the Presiding Elders to apportion the same to the different appointments for collection the 
ensuing year. 

2. To receive all moneys collected and donated for the Conference fund, and distribute 
them annually according to the following graduated seale: 

1. Every superannuated preacher, who has traveled ten years and upward from the time he 
was received on trial for our work, shall receive twenty dollars for each year of effective 
service; provided that the rate of increase shall cease after thirty years of active service. 
Provided, also, that an unmarried preacher, and a widower without children, shall be allowed 
one-half the above sum. { 

2. 'The widow of a deceased member of the Conference who has children shall be allowed 
her husband’s claim; provided that when there is but one child she shall have two-thirds of 
the husband’s claim, and when there are io children, one-half of that claim. 

3, ‘Three or more childven whose parents are both dead shall be allowed the claim of their 
father. For a smaller number in one family the Board shall make a proportionate allowance. 

4, If a superannuated preacher marry and continue non-effective, his widow and her chil- 
dren shall have no claim. 

5. The time a preacher may be supernumerary is not to be estimated as a part of his 
effective service. 

6. In case of reiidmission there is to be no claim for service prior to such readmission. 

7. Those coming to us from other Churches will have their claims estimated from the time 
they are received for our work; provided this is not to apply to those who have already come 
to us from other Churches—their claims are to be estimated according to the time they have 
continuously spent in the active ministry. 

8. When a deceased member of the Conference leaves a widow and two or more sets of 
children, the Board shall make a just division of the allowance to the family among the 
several members. 

9. The above plan is to apply, without discrimination, to all who receive appointments 
from the Bishop as members of the Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. H. A. SrorneENwerck. 
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Minority Report, 503-505, 587. 


Journal of General Conference, publication of, 588, 589, 
Junior preachers, resolution concerning, 589, 


Members of General Conference, 363-365, 
Methodist Church, kind feeling of, 563. 
Methodist Rrotestant General Conference, correspondence with, 395, 563. 
Missions, Board of, 535, 537, 538, 550, 551. 
Missions, Committee on, 370, 380. 
Missions, Report of Secretary of the Board of, 377. 
Missions, Reports on, to wit:— 
-No. 1, On the Constitution, 444-447, 482. 
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Minority Report, 464-467, 482. 
2. On Resolutions concerning our Missions in Mexico, 447. 
8. On Episcopal Visitations to China, 469, 567. 
No. 4. On providing for certain Cherokee and Choctaw Indians, 469, 567. 
5. On Dr. Haygood’s Essay on Missions, 469. 
No. 6. On the Constitution in Report No. 1, and the Minority Report, 514, 515, 529- 
531, 533-535, 
Missions, Resolution on an additional Secretary of, 585, 


National Disputes, Resolutions concerning their settlement, 583, 584. 
New Orleans Depository, 565. 
North-west Texas Conference Boundaries, Resolution concerning, 586, 


Officers of the General Conference, election of, 535, 5387, 538, 550, 551, 566. 
Opening of the General Conference, 367. 

Ordination of native missionaries in foreign lands, 403, 407, 429, 
Orphans’ Homes, 437, 438, 480, 585. 


Pastoral Address, 567-572. . 
Pastoral Address, Resolutions concerning, 487, 457, 572, 
Petitions and Memorials, to wit:— 
From Baltimore Conference, 395, 400, 401. 
From Virginia Conference, 393. 
From Holston Conference, 390, 393. 
From North Carolina Conference, 390, 
From South Carolina Conference, 390, 393, 419. 
From North Georgia Conference, 390, 394, 419. 
From South Georgia Conference, 390, 391, 393, 394, 401, 419, 280, 
From Florida Conference, 394, 
From Alabama Conference, 394, 405, 413, 
From North Alabama Conference, 394, 405, 
From Louisiana Conference, 391, 394, 413. 
From Mississippi Conference, 391, 401. 
From North Mississippi Conference, 391. 
From Memphis Conference, 394. 
From Tennessee Conference, 413, 
From Kentucky Conference, 391, 394. 
From Louisville Conference, 391, 405. 
From St, Louis Conference, 401, 
From West St. Louis Conference, 391, 394. 
From Missouri Conference, 391, 392, 394. 
From Western Conference, 392. 
From Arkansas Conference, 394. ‘ 
From White River Conference, 392, 394, 413, 
From Little Rock Conference, 394, 395, 401. 
From East Texas Conference, 395, 
From Texas Conference, 395, 
From West Texas Conference, 392. 
From Los Angeles Conference, 392. 
From Pacific Conference, 395. 
From Columbia Conference, 392. 
From Vicksburg District, 582, 583, 
Pieree, Lovick, 392, 398, 399, 403, 404, 407, 586, 587. 
Pitts, F. E., death of, 551, 552, 563. 
Presiding Elders’ Districts, Resolution concerning, 481, 585, 588, e 
Price of Church-papers, Committee on, 399, 
Price of Church-papers, Report on, 450. 
Protection of Missionaries in Mexico, Committee on, 526. 
Protection of Missionaries in Mexico, Report on, 582, 533, 
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Reporter for Daily Christian Advocate, 581. 
Resolutions of thanks, 580, 581, 582, 

Revisal, Committee on, 370, 381. 

Revisal, Reports on, to wit:— 

No. 1. On Records of Quarterly Conferences; the number of Trustees; local 
preachers’ certificates, etc., 411-414, 422. 

No. 2, On amounts to be raised in Districts; on business of Quarterly Confer- 
ences; on the probation for deacons’ and elders’ orders; on Trustees; on re- 
ports concerning Conference claimants, and Quarterly Conference Records, 
ete., 423-427, 587. 

No. 3. On recommendations from Quarterly Conferences; Church certificates, 
etc., 438, 439, 588. 

No. 4. On sundry papers respecting stewards, trustees, local preachers, Presid- 
ing Elders, changes in Ritual, sale of Church-property, marginal references 
to proof-texts of doctrines in the Discipline, etc., 471-474, 588. 

No. 5. On licensing preachers; local preachers’ labors; orphans’ homes; the 
place of holding District Conferences; on the Address of the Bishops, etc., 
511-514, 

Rules of Order, 372-374. 


Salary of ministers, Resolution on, 442. 
Standing Committees, 370, 374, 377, 378, 379, 380, 381, 393, 400, 401, 488, 443. 
Statistics of Annual Conferences, Committee on, 450. 
Statistics of Annual Conferences, Report on, 521, 522. 
Secretaries-of General Conference, 370, 374, 582. 
Secretary of Board of Missions, 550, 551, 585. 
Session of the General Conference, time and place of the next, 579, 589. _ 
Simpson, Bishop, 530, 531. 
Soule, Life of Bishop, Resolutions on, 578, 579. 
Sunday-schools, Committee on, 370, 378, 380. : ke 
Sunday-school Periodicals, 565. 
Sunday-school Secretary, 418, 565, 566. 
Sunday-schools, Reports on, to wit:— 
No. 1. On the success of the Sunday-school cause, 418. 
No. 2. On the appointment of superintendents, 418, 419, 462, 463, 464. 
Minority Report on, 419, 420, 421, 463, 464, 480. 
No. 3. On a uniform method of conducting schools; on the relation of the pastor 
to the school; on two volumes of Catechisms; on International Lessons, 431. 
No. 4. On the use of Catechisms, 431, 432. 
No. 5. On Sunday-school Associations and Literature, 469, 470. 
No. 6. On Uniform Lessons; on the instruction of baptized children, and ap- 
pointment of superintendents, 506, 507, 587. 
Support of the Bishops, Report of the Book Agent on the, 523-526, 


Temperance, Committee on, 377, 381, 443. 
Temperance, Report on, 440, 535, 536. 
Minority Report, No. 1, 440, 535, 536. 
Minority Report, No. 2, 440, 441, 535, 536. 
Thanks, Resolutions of, 580-582. 


Vanderbilt University, Resolution on, 577. 
Veto of the Bishops, vote of the Annual Conferences on the, 536, 537. 
Vicksburg District, Memorial from, 582, 583. 


Washington City Church, Communication in reference to the, 572, 573. 
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DELEGATES ELECT 
TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1878. 


ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: T..O. Summers, O. R. Blue, W. A. Mc- 
Carty, A. S. Andrews, H. D. Moore, J. W. Rush. Reserves: M.S. 
Andrews, S. H. Cox. Lay: 8. H. Dent, L. M. Smith, F. Law, Price 
Williams, W. E. Wailes, R. A. Hardaway. Reserves: E. Y. McMorris, 
SOT Dlgerigs. Se see Ah Nevin wees eR RRS ea ee Mere TEPER SR 

ArRKANsAs.—Clerical: S. H. Babcock, J.J. Roberts. Reserve: R.S. Hunter. 
Lay: C.¥. Harvey, H.C. Allen. Reserves: J. W. Jones, §. B. Cazort. 

Battimorn.—Clerical: S. Regester, A. W. Wilson, J.S. Martin, S. Rodgers, 
D. Thomas, R. R. S. Hough, P. H. Whisner, 8. 8. Roszell. Reserves: 
J. S. Gardner, E. F. Busey, N. Head. Lay: M. Walton, J. H. Fig- 
gat, T. J. Magruder, E. Hamil, R. B. Prettyman, J. W. Newton, G. 
Law, J. A. Carter. Reserves: J. W. Watson, J. B. Wilson, S. B. 
Wy ilirarvis Tse WV AISON ce, cue sotaynemacanSetstt hes suvceciasldececesseioearoaduataes 

CotumB1a.—Clerical: N.M.Skipworth, J. W.Compton. Reserves: C.H. 
E. Newton, J. W. Stahl, R. C. Oglesby. Lay: B. R. Baxter, L. B. 
Ison. Reserves: D. W. McCall, PT. J.’ Prices. .c..c6d.ciiesececedsacesbecdsces 

DENVER.—Clerical: David Morton, W. M. Smith. Reserves: S. W. De 
Busk, L. B. Stateler. Lay: John B, Taylor, HE. M. Beckwith. Re- 
SELUCTE SHU MONE: NEM SELICK LEP. cccssceslsisenatuenecevessesccsltesstn«dibeeet« 

East Trexas.—Clerical: Robert 8. Finley, E. L. Armstrong. Reserves: R. 
W. Thompson, J. C. A. Bridges. Lay: D. H. Connally, Jas. F. Tay- 
lor. Reserves: Thos. R. Bonner, T. S. Garrison...........ceccsceecececeeee cee 

Frioripa.—Clerical: A. A. Robinson, E. L. T. Blake, T. W. Moore. Re- 
serves: S. Woodbery, J. P. De Pass. Lay: G. W. Taylor, J. J. Davis, 
G. W. Frazier. Reserves: G. H. Hunter, W..C. Roper.........cceceeeeeees 

German Misston.—Clerical: J. B. A. Ahrens, F. Vordenbaumen. Re- 
serve: ©. A. Grote. Lay: C. Bering, J. H. Keller. Reserve: T. 
PHONG A os Shades come Hoals cose hsols cu ddaw cris iaben sais ceed elaterasble mts dh weslelgedate oud 

Hoxrston.—Clerical: Frank Richardson, W.G. E. Cunnyngham, Geo. Stew- 
art, E. E. Wiley, R. N. Price, J. S. Burnett, J. H. Brunner. Reserves: 
J. S. Kennedy, J. M. McTeer, Geo. W. Miles. Lay: Peter Gallagher, 
J. P. McMillan, John W. Paulett, T. P. Summers, P. A. Mitchell, 
Robert B. Vance, J. P. Kelly. ‘Reserves: Warren Du Pre, J. W. 
Gaut, F. W. Harmest.....ccessssecrseresssnesesscecseeecceteestencesesseetseseeseeeease 

I_iinois.— Clerical: Colin Murchison, Benj. R. Hester. Reserves: J. W. 
Westcott, J. L. Branstetter. Lay: J. W.Smith, J.B. McBryde. Re- 
OP HES A LAR WV ATMOGK SAr oA Ee BAb ATi esic cua sesevinaeesenselsedesevenuacisse se vseensson 
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4 DELEGATES ELECT, 1878. 


Iyptan Mission.--Clerical: Young Ewing, J. H. Walker. Reserve: J.¥. 
Thompson. Lay: G.B. Hester, E. H, Culberson. Reserve: R. S. Me- 
Oi shoe anged so es-ciciccg 5 AOnceso ier eno dounsecaoceguccs ak ascMticsbbastosrtiod séae each aera 

Kenrucky.—Clerical: C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, S. X. Hall, J. W. 
Fitch. Reserves: C. Taylor, Morris Eyans. Lay: A. G. Stitt, W. 
Miller, J. W. Rodman, J. 8, Gaunt. Reserves: C. Z. Dooley, John 
BE PSCC B Aare ae BE, 08 a LS OP FEE Prey or PS REDE: Fe ere eT Or or eae Laker Gh 

Littiz Roox.—Clerical: A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, E. N. Watson. Re- 
serves: W.H. Browning, Horace Jewell. Lay: W. E. Guise, W. H. 
Wheeler, S. M. McGehee. Reserves: A. A. Key, W.S. Jeter............ 

Los An@EeLxs.—Clerical: Millard J. Law, William B. Kavanaugh. Jee- 
serves; Geo. KH. Butler, John W. Craig. Lay: Frank M. Buster, L. D. 
Palmer. Reserves: Wm. A. Spurlock, BR. G. Pranklin...........cceseee ees 

Lovistana.— Clerical: Linus Parker, C. W. Carter, J: E. Cobb, J. A. Mil- 
ler. Reserves: Joel T. Daves, J. Matthews. Lay: E. J.Gay, W. H. 
N. Magruder, J. L. Scales, B.O..L. Rayne. Reserves: W. H. Foster, 
Raid. Bowman, CO. Al Prazeeiicss..iJ. ceniersaeinedonscetines/s anvaveps ndeaceseaicseege 

Loviavantns-Glarical: A. H, Redford, N. H. Lee, B M. Messick, H. C. 
Settle, G.H. Hayes. Reserves: Geo. R. Browder, T.C. Frogge. Lay. 
W.S. Johnson, A. B. Stark, W. B, Harrison, he L. Wheat, Green 
W. Beard. Reserves: J. A. Akin, A. S. Walker, T. H. Fraser, John 
Si. Golohert BAO. Wien isesgacosd. «ia cekbe iicehmede sles <vemmasteagenGsooke eles timen 

Mempuis.—Clerical: W.T. Harris, T. L. Boswell, A. 2 Thomas, R. H. 
Mahon, S..W. Moore. . Reserves: W. C. lanes, Guilford Jones. 
Lay: A. RB. Boone, A. P. Warterfield, J. R. Godwin, A. T. Fielder, D. 
G. Godwin. Reserves: S. W. Hawkins, J. T. Trion..........ceeeeeeecteeene 

MississippPi.—Clerical: 0. G, Andrews, H. F. Johnson, W. H. Watkins, R. 
Abbey, J, A. Elis. Reserves: W.L. C, Hunnicutt, W. E, M. Linfield, 
H. H. Montgomery, ©, B. Galloway. Lay: C. K. Marshall, 8. B. 
Watts, W. L. Nugent, R. Babington, T. L. Mellen. Reserves: 1. Mil- 
ler, C. R. Rencher, D. Bunch, W. M. Thorntonsacecseeeecers Bbses vnncweatatae 

Missovri.—Clerical: Wm. M. Rush, John D. Vincil,, Berry H. Spencer, 
Wm. W. Jones, Wm. A. Tarwater, Cornelius I. Vandeventer. Re- 
serves: Middleton R. Jones, Wesley W. McMurry, Eugene R. Hen- 
drix. Lay: ™ P. Ellis, J. C. Wills, J. W. Boyd, D. K. Pittman, Wm. 
A. Reid, Jas. L. Davis. Reserves: Wm. O. Gray, John F. Rucker, 
Samuel 7. te ri spohie seaea abet salekns ching yp Soh Ne gRT nen cea EE Maas ls 

Norta ALABAMA.—Clerical: Hardie Brown, ©. D, Oliver, J. G. Gurley, J 
B. Stevenson, J. M. Boland. Reserves: Anson. West, Ke A. Whcnieaen: 
Lay: Joseph H. Johnson, Wilson L. Hefilin, Jared E. Groce, Solomon 
Palmer, Geo. E, Kumpe. Reserves: R. C. Gamble, F, P. Randall, B. 


Nort Canrortwa.—Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, a S. Burkhead, W. 8. 
Black, B. Craven, J. W. North, E. A. Yates, W. H. Bobbitt. Reserves: 
H. T. Hudson, W. Closs, W..M. Roby. Lay: W. F, Kornegay, H. 
Lily, C. G. Montgomery, F. C. Robbins, O. W. Carr, T. M. Jones, W. 
T. J. Miller. Reserves: J. W. Mauney, R. F. Hacket, R. L. Aberne- 
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DELEGATES ELECT, 1878. 


Norru Gsorcta.—Clerical: A.G. Haygood, W. H. Potter, J. Boring, J. E. 
Evans, H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, Y. J. Allen, W. P. Harrison. Re- 
serves: J. W. Heidt, C. A. Evans, H. H. Parks, R. W. Bigham. Lay: 
A. H. Colquitt, G. N. Lester, J. M. Beall, J. F. Langston, E. H. Pot- 
tle, T. M. Meriwether, J. C. Johnson, J. H. Grogan. Reserves: R. M. 
McIntosh, J. H. Jones, E. M, Pendleton, W. A. Melson,..........s0sccceee 

Norru Mississrprr.—Clerical: John Barcroft, W.P. Barton, J. J. Wheat, 
James D. Cameron, Wm. Murrah. Reserves: Amos Kendall, T. Y. 
Ramsey, T. A.S. Adams, Lay: John Y. Murry, John B. Fant, H. W. 
Foote, Robert Paine, jr., J. B. Streater. Reserves: R. W. Jones, O. J. 
Moore, Geo. E. Kelsey......... esisinoucaeugls sean sa vlaweasctiny spnccte sl aagacap eels veto eek 

NortH Texas.— Clerical: J. H. Mclean i Lane, W. F. Easterling, M. H. 
Neely. Reserves: S.J. Hawkins, J.C.Smith. Lay: A. Holt, J. R. Cole, 
W.J. Swayne, R.P.McKemy. Reserves: J. C. Parks, L. M. Martin. 

NortH-weEst Trexas.—Clerical: W.G. Veal, J. D. Shaw, W.G. Connor, T. 
Stanford, J. S. McCarver. Reserves: C. E. Brown, W. Price, T. W. 
Hines. Lay: J. R. Henry, O. F. Davenport, T. H. Shugart, J. H. 
Richey, J. M. Richards. Reserves: G. J. Penn, R. W. Alexander, D. 
H. Snyder, Js. Mi. Watlis, J.C. Patten cocina ccsesstesse beestauarectcs weqaue 

Baourie.-Oteriact: J. C. Simmons, O. P, Fitzgerald. Reserves: Samuel 
Brown, H, B. Avery. Lay: W.B. Parsons, C. P. Berry. Reserves: 
Wrest Clark, MUA Uy WAMIS:scctssssecluscssoabsecescsenss wsteviebers scorer tyesceses 

SoutH CaroLina.—Clerical: A. M. Shipp, W. W. Duncan, F. M. Kennedy, 
H. A. ©. Walker, A. M. Chrietzberg, 8. B. Jones, O. A. Darby. Re- 
serves: Sidi H. Browne, J. W. Kelley, J. T. Wightman, W. C. Power. 
Lay: J. H. Carlisle, T. S. Moorman, W. C. McMillan, Wm. Stokes, F. 
A. Connor, H. Baer, G. J. Patterson. Reserves: W. K. Blake, John 
AG Bilisin si ais bc NLOOG,, Vc Elen SINTt ss c.;-cc8ccaconeneeecceton sl Br cevee clan teen te 

SourH Grorora.—Clerical: J. W. Hinton, Lovick Pierce, J. 8. Key, J. B. 
McGehee, J.O. A. Clark. Reserves: O. L. Smith, G.G. N. MacDonell, 
Samuel Anthony. Lay: I. Hardeman, R. W. Lovett, A. A. Allen, J. 
M. Matthews, H. A. Crittenden. Reserves: G. M. T. Fagin, W. A. 
Graham, F. D. Wimberly, N. W. Dozier, M. A. Evans...............cc000 

SourH-west Missouri.—Clerical: Thos. M. Cobb, M. Adkisson, 8. 8. Bry- 
ant. Reserves: C. C. Woods, W. C. Godbey. Lay: H. OC. Ewing, J. 
P. Strother, G. M. Jones. Reserves: A. T. Winsor, W. H. Pipkin..... 

Sr. Lovrs.—Clerical: J. W. Lewis, T. M. Finney. Reserves: J. E. Godbey, 
J. H. Headlee. Lay: R. A. Hatcher, John Hogan. Reserves: L. D. 
WWRMOLOM swe Ue SER OM eracgi stave choc ceavevddesners (+ svsesecepnetoustpasstscses veacts 

TENNESSEE.— Clerical: J. B, McFerrin, Wm. Burr, D. C. Kelley, R. A. 
Young, J. B. Allison, R. K. Hargrove, Jos. B. West, Wellborn Mooney. 
Reserves: John F, Hughes, R. K. Brown, R. P. Ransom. Lay: T. D. 
Fite, N. T. Lupton, Wm. H. Morrow, J. L. Parkes, E. D. Patterson, 
D. T. Reynolds, 8. A. Caldwell, C.R. Head. Reserves: W. H. Morea, 
AVinadlurst, dpe. Palmer iis! DATVCLtccocetscsceagyecmcctavecsdomsssdecess 

Texas.—Clerical: R. Alexander, H. V. Philpott, I. G. John. Reserves: 
F. A. Mood, J. W. Whipple. Lay: J. D. Giddings, J. D. Thomas, J. 
C.C. Winch. Reserves: J. H.Shappard, A. R. Kilpatrick, T, A. Foltz. 
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6 DELEGATES ELECT, 1878. 


Vireinta.— Clerical: W.W. Bennett, Leroy M. Lee, P. A. Peterson, John 
E, Edwards, John D. Blackwell, R. N. Sledd, L.S. Reed, Paul White- 
head. Reserves: J. ©. Granbery, EH. P. Wilson, A. G. Brown. Lay: 
G. M. Bain, jr., Thos. Branch, F, H. Smith, H. W. Murray, John R. 
Pace, T. B. Hamlin, T. W. Mason, R. Pollard. Reserves: T, W. Gar- 
rett, J. N. Wilkinson, Li. Cockerell, R. W. Peatross...........:.-:20000eeeeee 

WESTERN VIRGINIA.—Clerical: J. F. Medley, T. S. Wade, S. Black. Re- 
serves: §. T. Mallory, 8. K. Vaught. Lay: M. M. Carr, B.S. Bickel, 
D. D. Geiger. Reserves: W.R. Alexander, J. M. Ferguson............. 

WeEsTERN.—Clerical: T. ©. Downs, Jacob McEwen. Reserve: Joseph 
King. Lay; W.S. Chick, J. H. Bradford. Reserve: J. L. Carpenter. 

West Trexas.—Clerical: H. S. Thrall, J. S. Gillett. Reserves: J. W. De 
Vilbiss, J. @. Walker. Lay: M. N. Shive, P. C. Woods. Reserves: 
3 Me Moore Roe Kite vis5. cece vavecwecasimeacatameccnse caetcentenactenesaseeeeersce 

Waite River.— Clerical: John M. Steel, John H. Dye. Reserves: G. A. 
Dannelly, J. Anderson. Lay: O.T. Hunt, W.W.Garland. Reserves: 
J. M. Hanks, H. V. Crozier 
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MEMBERS 


OF THE. 


EIGHTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
M. E. CHURCH, SOUTH. 


ALABAMA ConFERENCE.— Clerical: T.O. Summers, O. R. Blue, W. A. Me- 
Carty, A. S. Andrews, H. D. Moore, J. W. Rush. Lay: S. H. Dent, 
L. M. Smith, F. Law, W.E. Wailes, R. A. Hardaway, E. Y. McMorris 


(reserve, In place: of Priee: Williams)... ......Jcccceovssewsesseseresececsccessvees 12 
ArxKansas.—Clerical: S.H. Babcock, J.J. Roberts. Lay: C.F. Harvey,H. | 
pei eri Sean ante WA Cream een omic ae atseadteerestnsusqceans cectesen cee aeneastcsnce 4 


BarimorE.—Clerical: S. Regester, A. W. Wilson, J.S. Martin, S. Rodgers, 
D. Thomas, R. R. S. Hough, P. H. Whisner, 8. S. Roszell. Lay: M. 
Walton, J. H. Figgat, T. J. Magruder, E. Hamil, J. W. Newton, 
J. B. Wilson (reserve, in place of G. Law), L. M. Wilson (reserve, in 


POE phe ORNL RT a att a ade Usa oca sale cfath st aveacsceasessacecece ca ceatnask tases Faas) 
CotumBta.— Clerical: J. W. Compton.........ccccceeccccsececsscccceecnssceees ences i 
Denver.—Clerical: David Morton, W. M. Smith. Lay: E. M. Beckwith, 

S. F. Jones (reserve, in place of John B. Taylor)............ccseseceseseeeeees 4 





East Trxas.—Clerical: Robert 8. Finley, R. W. Thompson (reserve, in 

place of EH. L. Armstrong). Lay: D. H. Connally, Jas. F. Taylor... 4 
Froripa.—Clerical: A. A. Robinson, HE. L. T. Blake, T. W. Moore. Lay: 

G. W. Taylor, 32 T- Davis, Go W. Frazier... ...0.cccecenecocccovsceecerseonce 6 
Grrman Misston.—Clerical: J. B. A. ANvens..........cccccceee cen sseecenee seceeeee il 
Hotston.—Clerical: Frank Richardson, W.G. E. Cunnyngham, Geo. Stew- 

art, E. E. Wiley, R. N. Price, J. S. Burnett, J. H. Brunner. Lay: 

Peter Gallagher, J. P..McMillan, John W. Paulett, T. P. Summers, 

P. A. Mitchell, J. P. Kelly, J. W. Gaut (reserve, in place of Robert 


AWA CO) seas rppge sist ann idewscarsuenlsuwasaesnnberdsultsek cecdstset davecsaais toes cxtsesose 14 
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Kentucky.—Clerical:_ C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, S. X. Hall, J. W. 
Fitch. Lay: A. G. Stitt, W. Miller, J. W. Rodman, J. 8. Gaunt....... 8 


Litrtz Rocx.—Clerical; A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, E. N. Watson. 
Lay: W. H. Wheeler, S. M. McGehee, A. A. Key (reserve, in place 
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Los ANGELES.—Clerical: Millard J. Law, William B. Kavanaugh.......... 
Lovistawa.— Clerical: Linus Parker, C. W. Carter, J. E. Cobb, J. A. Mil- 
ler, Lay: W.H.N. Magruder, B. O. L. Rayne....... paneeooaeessweeaie sors 
‘Lovisvitin.— Clerical: A. H. Redford, N. H. Lee, B. M. Messick, H. C. 
Settle, G. H. Hayes. Lay: W.S. Johnson, A. B. Stark, W. B. Har- 
rison, John Li. Wheat, Greén W..’ Beard... ic... ..iccetsssoo0s ccsseessescceceees 
Mempnuis.—Clerical: W.T. Harris, T. L. Boswell, A. H. Thomas, R. H. 
Mahon, 8S. W. Moore. Lay: A. P. Warterfield, J. R. Godwin, A. T. 
Fielder, D.G. Godwin. W. C. Johnson, clerical reserve, substituted S. 
W.. Moore’a part of Cheisessioni ttf. aJatlepsecenceel dalucaese ectedscsioteeneres 

Mississippr.—Clerical: C.G. Andrews, H. F. Johnson, W. H. Watkins, R. 
Abbey, J. A. Ellis. Way: C.K. Marshall, S. B. Watts, W. L. Nugent, 
Ra Babine ton, ple Mel On scessaccteltesesere see nams seseeenfeveneseremncesirte cent 

Missourt.—Clerical: Wm. M. Rush, John D. Vincil, Berry H. Spencer, 
Wm. W. Jones, Wm. A. Tarwater, Cornelius I. Vandeventer. Lay: 
P. P. Ellis, Wm. O. Gray (reserve, in place of J. C. Wills, deceased), 
John ¥. Rucker (reserve, in place of D. K. Pittman)............2...00008 

Norru ALABAMA.—Clerical: Hardie Brown, OC. D. Oliver, J. G. Gurley, J 
B. Stevenson, J. M. Boland. Lay: Joseph H. Johnson, Wilson L. 
Hefflin, Jared HK. Groce, Solomon Palmer, Geo. E. Kumpe. F. P. 

' Randall, lay reserve, substituted Geo. E. Kumpe, part of the session..: 

Norta Carorina.—Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, L. S. Burkhead, W. S. 
Black, B. Craven, J. W. North, E. A. Yates, W. H. Bobbitt. Lay: W. 
F. Kornegay, H. Lily, C. G. Montgomery, F. C. Robbins, O. W. Carr, 
T.. M. Jones, We Js Tap Millons n.decsg teecgesmse thes) use cesidtekave clean Aieectesans 

Norrs Gxroreta.— Clerical; A. G. Haygood, W. H. Potter, J. Botive J.E. 
Evans, H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, Y. J. Allen, W. P. Harrison. 
Lay: A. H. Colquitt, G. N. Lester, J. M. Beall, J. F. rset E. H. 
Pottle, T. M. Meriwether, J..C.. Johnson, J. H. Grogan... 

Norry Mississipp1.—Clerical: John Barcroft, W. P. Barton, ee J. Wheat, 
James D. Cameron, Wm. Murrah. Lay: John Y. Murty) John B. 
Fant, H, W. Foote, Robert Paine, jr., J. B. Streater......ceccsseeeseeeees 

Norru Trxas.— Clerical: J. H. McLean, R. ae W.F. Easterling, M.H 
Neely. Lay: A. Holt, W. J. Seana 

Norru-west Trxas.—Clerical: W.G. Veal, ae D. Shaw, W. G. Connor, T. 
Stanford, J.S. McCarver. Lay: J. R. Henry, O. F. Davenport, T. H. 
Shugant, i) WICH Ards s. 2du.s ee. opuoe Gancdubpoaen states aban eskn reeich ose iacclentoee 

Pacirio.— Clerical: J. C. Simmons, O, P. Fitzgerald. Lay: W. B. Par- 
BONG; Oy Ey, OUI sesens snensh oe sansaeod pangdamaainga tetene segensies teas SecEtte eee neneaae 

SouTH Carorina.— Clerical: A. M. Shipp, W. W. Duncan, F. M. Kennedy, 
H. A. C. Walker, A. M. Chrietzberg, S. B. Jones, O. A. Darby. 
Lay: J. H. Carlisle, T. 8. Moorman, W. C. McMillan, Wm. Stokes, F. 
A. Connor, H. Baer, John A. Elkins hia in pie of G. J. Pat- 
TODBOR:) ceils Ece ca.cleessicbuadiowacen sit onedouns ctarrebontmnuje tis. udeccc-etette puseimenmecmeecte 

SouTu Groreta.—Clerical: J. W. Hinton, Lovick Pierce, J. S. Key, J. B. 
McGehee, J. O. A. Clark. Lay: I. Haidiriahs, R. W. Lovett, J. M. 
Matthews, H. A. Crittenden, N. W. Dozier (reserve, in place of ge 
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Soutu-west Missourr.—Clerical: Thos. M. Cobb, M. Adkisson, S. S. Bry- 
ant. Lay: H, 0. Ewing, G. M. Jones, A. T. Winsor (reserve, in place 
CMH tM MME cca cain accos vcn'eve sneak es fence sosaeeoes devsmedeabecvouseearaes 6 

81, Lovurs.—Clerical: Joseph W, Lewis, Thomas M. Finney. Lay: John 
Hogan, Logan D, Dameron (reserve, in place of R. A. Hatcher).......... 4 

Tennessen.— Clerical: John B. McFerrin, William Burr, David ©. Kel- 
ley, Robert A. Young, J. B, Allison, Robert K. Hargrove, Joseph B. 
West, Wellborn Mooney. Ley: N. T. Lupton, William H. Morrow, 

J. L. Parkes, E. D. Patterson, D. T. Reynolds, C. R. Head, W. H. 


Morgan (reserve, in place of S. A. Caldwell).....see cesses senereeeeeenees 15 
TexAs.—Clerical: Robert Alexander, H. V. Philpott, Isaac G. John. 
TG SP AOI 2S) cher Oana WY INC Hin pes ciuiesboass a ccocnsdensisteseeinienaens 5 


VirGinraA.—Clerical: W.W. Bennett, Leroy M. Lee, P. A. Peterson, John 
FE. Edwards, John D. Blackwell, R. N. Sledd, L.S. Reed, Paul White- 
head, Lay: G. M. Bain, jr.) Thos. Branch, John R. Pace, T. W. 


Mee apie Perlis nk OUT oc cavocossunenasemtuneasinciee sone wens enseeiney sede eesoceus seeps 13 
Western Viroinia.—Clerical: J. F. Medley, T. S. Wade, S. Black. 
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Western.—Clerical: T. C. Downs, Jacob McEwen. Lay: William S. 
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Wesr Trexas—Clerical: Homer S. Thrall, J. S. Gillett. Lay: M. N. 

Shiva, PB. C. Wo0ds.in..ccccesccaneeeseccecneseressdigvecscsccccsecsserseeraesooesanoes 4 
Wurtz River.—Clerical: John M. Steel, John H. Dye. Lay: O. T. 

Hang, WV. W. Garlpnd......-....cecccnecnccronrecceeseseosneeindensnces snceerasessnets 4 
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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


General Conterenre 


OF THE 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH, 


MAY 1-24, 1878. 


Tur Highth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, began its session in the First Church, Atlanta, 
Ga., Wednesday, May 1, 1878, at 10 o’clock a.m. 

All the Bishops were present except Bishop Paine. 

Bishop Pierce took the ehair. 

The session was opened by the singing of Hymn 625, read by 
Bishop Wightman, 

O Thou who camest from above. 


Bishop MecTyeire then led in prayer. Bishop Pierce read 
Psalm exlv., and Bishop Kavanaugh a part of Philippians ii. 

Bishop Paine entered during the reading of the Lessons—hav- 
ing been detained on the road by the burning of a bridge. 

Bishop Doggett then gave out Hymn 904, which was sung by 
the Conference, , 


Try us, O God, and search the ground. 


C. K. Marshall then led in prayer. : } 

J. E. Evans asked and obtained leave of absence to attend a 
funeral-service. 

Bishop Pierce, being in the chair, called upon the Secretary of 
the last Conference to call the list of the Annual Conferénces; 
and vouchers for the delegates elect were furnished. 

The following delegates, being present, responded to their 
names, and took their seats accordingly, to wit: 

11 
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BALTIMORE ConFERENCE.— Clerical: 8. Regester, A. W. Wilson, 
J. 8. Martin, S. Rodgers, D. Thomas, R. R. S. Hough, P. H. Whis- 
ner, 8. S. Roszell. Lay: M. Walton, J. H. Figgart, T. J. Magru- 
der, P. Hamil. J.B. Wilson and L. M, Wilson, reserves in place 
of G. Law and J. A. Carter, 14. 

Virarnta Conrerence.— Clerical: W: W. Bennett, Leroy M. Lee, 
Pp. A. Peterson, John. E. Edwards, R. N. Sledd, L. S. Reed, 
Paul Whitehead. Lays G. My Bain, jr., Thos. Branch, T. W. 
Mason. 10. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. F. Medley, T. S. 
Wade, 8. Black. Lay: M. M. Carr. 4. 

Hotston Conrerence,—Clerical: Frank Richardson, W. G. E. 
Cunnyngham, Geo. Stewart, E. E. Wiley, R. N. Price, J. S. Bur- 
nett, J. H. Brunner. Jay: Peter Gallagher, J. P. McMillan, T. 
P. Summers, P. A. Mitchell. J. W. Gaut, reserve in place of 
Robert B. Vanece., 12. — . 

NortH CaroLina CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, L. 
S. Burkhead, W. 8. Black, B. Craven, J. W. North, E. A. Yates, 
W. H. Bobbitt, Lay: W. F. omar H. Lily, C. G. Montgom- 
ery, F. C. Robbins, O. W. Carr, T. M. Jones. 13. 

SourH CARoLInA ConrEereNncE.—Clerical: A. M. Shipp, W. W, 
Duncan, F. M. Kennedy, H. A. C. Walker, A. M. Chrietzberg, S. 
B. Jones, O. A. Darby. Lay: J. H. Carlisle, W.C. McMillan. 9. 

Nortu GrorGcia ConFERENCE,— Clerical: A. G. Haygood, W. H. 
Potter, J. Boring, J. E. Evans, H. J. Adams, W. F. Cook, Y. J. 
Allen, W. P. Harrison. Lay: T. M. Meriwether, J. C. Johnson, 
J. H. Grogan. ri. 

Sour GEORGIA CoNFERENCE. = Olerical: J. W. Hinton, Lovick 
Pierce, J. §. Key, J.B. McGehee, J. O. A. Clark. Zay: I. Harde- 
man, R: W. Lovett, J. M. Matthews, H. A. Crittenden. » 9. 

Fr, oRIDA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: A. A. Robinson, B. L. T. Blake, 
T..W. Moore. Lay: G. W. Taylor, J. J. Davis. 5. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE:— Clerical: 'T,O. Summers, O. R. Blue, 
W. A. McCarty, A. S. Andrews, H. D. Moore. Lay: 8, H, Dent, 
W. E.. Wailes, R. A. Hardaway. 8. 

. Norru ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Hardie Brown, C. D. 
Oliver, J. -G. ‘Gurley, J: B. Stevenson, J..M. Boland. Lay: 
Joseph H. Johnson, Wilson L. Hefilin, Jared E. Groce, Solomon 
Palmer, F. P. Paniall reserve in place of Geo. E, Kumpe. 10. 

Louisiana ConrEnence, —Clerical: C. W. ‘Carter, J. E. Cobb. 

Lay: W. O.N. Magruder, B, O. L. Rayne. 4, 
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Misstss1pp1 ConFERENCE.— Clerical: C. G. Andrews, H. F. John- 
son, W. H. Watkins, R. Abbey, J. A. Ellis. ay: C. K. Marshall, 
S. B. Watts, W. L. Nugent, R. Babington, T. L. Mellen. 10. 

Nort Mississtppt Conrerence.—Clerical: John Barcroft, W. 
P. Barton, J. J. Wheat, James D. Cameron, Wm. Murrah. Lay: 
John Y. Murry, John B. Fant, H, W. Foote, J. B. Streater. 9, 

Memputs Conrerence.—Clerical: W. T. Harris, T, L. Boswell, 
A. H. Thomas, R, H. Mahon, S. W. Moore. Lay: A. P. Warter- 
field, J. R. Godwin, A. T. Fielder, D. G. Godwin. 9. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—Clerical: J. B McFerrin, Wm. Burr, 
D. C. Kelley, R. A. Young, J. B. Allison, R, K. Hargrove, Jos. B. 
West, Wellborn Mooney. Lay: H. D. Patterson, D. T. Reynolds, 
C. R. Head. 11. 

Kentucky ConrerEnce.— Clerical: C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, 
8. X. Hall, J. W. Fitch. Lay: A. G. Stitt, W. Miller, J. W. Rod- 
man, J.S. Gaunt. 8. 

LovuIsvILLE CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Redford, N. H. Lee, 
B. M. Messick, H. C. Settle, G. H. Hayes. Zay: W.S. Johnson, 
W. B. Harrison. 7. 

Sr. Louis Conrerence.—Clerical: J. W. Lewis, T. M. Finney. 
Lay: John Hogan. LL, D. Dameron, reserve in place of R. A. 
Hatcher. 4. 

Soutu-west Mrssouri.—Clerical: Thos. M. Cobb, M. Adkisson, 
S.S. Bryant. Lay: G. M. Jones. A. T. Winsor, reserve in place 
of J. P: Strother. 6. 

Missournr ConFERENCE.— Clerical: Wm. M. Rush, John D. Vin- 
cil, Berry H. Spencer, Wm. W. Jones, Wm. A. Tarwater, Corne- 
lius I. Vandeventer. Lay: P. P. Ellis. Wm. 0O. Gray and John 
F. Rucker, reserves in place of J. C. Wills, deceased, and D. K. 
Pittman. 9%. 

Western Conrrerence.— Clerical: T.C. Downs, Jacob McEwen. 
Lay: W.8. Chick. 3. 

Denver ConrereNnce.—Clerical: David Morton, W. M. Smith. 
Lay: B. M. Beckwith. 3. 

Inpran Misston Conrrrence.—Clerical: Young Ewing, J. H. 
Walker. Lay: G. B. Hester. 3. 

ARKANSAS ConrErENCcE.— Clerical: S. H. Babcock, J. J. Roberts. 
Lay: C.F. Harvey, H.C. Allen. 4. 

Wuirr River Conrrrence.—Clerical: John M. Steel, John H. 
Dye. Lay: O. T. Hunt, W. W. Garland. 4. 

TirrLte Rock Conrerencr.— Clerical: A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, 
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E. N. Watson. Lay: W.H. Wheeler, A. A. Key, reserve in place 
of W. BH. Guise. 5. 

Norra Texas Conrerence.—Clerical: J. H. McLean, R. Lane, 
W. F. Easterling, M.H. Neely. Zay: Asa Holt,W.J.Swayne. 6. 

East Texas Conrerence.—Clerical: Robert 8. Finley, R. W. 
Thompson, reserve in place of BH. L. sii ious Lay: D. H. 
Connally, James F. Taylor. 4. 

Texas ConFerence.— Clerical: R. Alexander, IL. V. Philpott, I. 
G. John. Lay: J. D. Giddings, J.C. C. Winch. 5. 

Norru-west Texas ConFEeRence.—Clerical: W. G. Veal, J. D. 
Shaw, W. G. Connor, T. Stanford, J. 8. McCarver. Lay: J. R. 
Henry, O. F. Davenport, T. H. Shugart. 8. 

West Texas Conrerence.—Clerical: H. 8. Thrall, J. 8. Gillett. 
Lay: M.M. Shive, P..C. Woods. 4. 

German Mission ‘Conrerence.—Clerical: J.B. A. Ahrens. 1. 

Los ANGELES CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Millard J. Law, Williams 
B. Kavanaugh. 2. : 

Pactric ConFERENCE.— Clerical: J.C. Simmons, O. P. Fitzgerald. 
Lago OC Po. Berry. 3. 

CoLUMBIA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W.Compton. 1. 

ILLiInois CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Colin Murchison, Benjamin R. 
Hester. Lay: J. B. McBryde. 3. 

There were 246 members present, being more than a quorum. 

On motion of N. H. Lee, Thos. O. Summers, of the Alabama 
Conference, was elected Secretary, and on his motion A. G. Hay- 
good, of the North Georgia Conference, was elected Assistant 
Secretary. 

The Hon. James Jackson, Judge of the Supreme Court of Geor- 
gia—substituting the Governor, who was unavoidably absent from 
the capital—then gave the Conference a most hearty, eloquent, 
and singularly appropriate welcome to the State of Georgia. In 
a most felicitious manner he represented the Chief Executive of 
the State, the Mayor of Atlanta, every man, woman and child, in 
tendering hospitalities to the Bishops and members of Conference. 

Bishop Pierce echoed the welcome of Judge Jackson, being 
nimself a native of Georgia—assuring the. Conference that the 
people of the State most cordially welcomed the body in holding 
its session in their capital city. He then called upon Bishop Me- 
Tyeire to respond to the address of welcome, which he did in his 
happiest style—making a beautiful and pertinent allusion to 
Wesley’s work in the colony of Georgia, and contrasting “the 
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day of small and feeble things” with the wonderful extension of 
the work of God in our day, as illustrated in the body assembled 
in the Empire State of the South. 

On motion of W. F. Cook, the hour of meeting was fixed at 
9 o'clock A.m., and the hour of adjournment at 1 o’clock P.M. 

The bar of the House was fixed at the lowest end of the = 
window. 

On motion of J. Boring, the Presiding Elder of Atlanta District 
and the preachers of the city were appointed a Committee on 
Public Worship. 

The following resolutions were then offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the standing committees be composed of one 
delegate from each Annual Conference, to be nominated by the 
respective delegations, and that the said committees be as follows: 


1. On Episcopacy. 5. On Missions. 
2. On Itinerancy. 6. On Revisal. 
_3. On Publishing Interests. 7. On Sunday-schools. 
4. On Boundaries. 8. On Education. 
P. A. PETERSON. 
J. M. Bonanp. 


Resolved, That a committee of seven on Credentials be appointed’ 

by the Chair, to whom all disputed cases shall be referred. 
A. R. WINFIELD, 
: H. V. Purporr. | 

The Bishop appointed the following members on said commit- 
tee: S. Regester, Thos. Branch, Harvey F. Johnson, O. R. Blue, 
Asa Holt, Weyman H. Potter, H. W. Foote. 

On motion of E. E. Wiley, the Chair was requested to appoint 
a Committee on Introductions, to be composed of three clerical 
and three lay delegates. 

The Chair appointed the following members on said committee: 
E. E. Wiley, J. E. Evans, J. E. Edwards, C. K. Marshall, A. H. 
Colquitt, T. L. Mellen. 

The Exhibit of the Book Agent and the Reports of the Board 
of Missions were presented to the Conference. 

On motion, the chairmen of the respective delegations were 
directed to meet at 3 0’clock this afternoon to arrange their seat- 
ing in the Conference-room. 

‘On motion, it was ordered that the Conference meet this aiiee. 
noon. at 4 0’clock. — . 

The: Rules of Order of the last session were read, and on 
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motion of H. J. Adams, P. A. Peterson, H.'V. Philpott, and H. F. 
Johnson, were appointed a Committee on the Rules. 

On motion, the Rules of Order of the last Conference were 
adopted for the present. 

The Conference adjourned with the doxology, and the benedic- 
tion by Bishop Paine. 


Wednesday Afternoon, May 1, 1878. 


Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Pierce in the 
chair. , 

N. H. Lee conducted divine service by reading Psalm cxi., 
singing the hymn, 
A charge to keep I have, 


and offering prayer. 

The Minutes of the POA Oe session were read, corrected, and 
approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted, 
_by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we hereby express our deep sorrow at the intel- 
ligence which has reached us of the death of two lay delegates 
elect to this Conference, to wit, the Rey. J. ©. Wills, of the Mis- 
souri Conference, and the Rev. R. P. McKaimie, of the North 
Texas Conference. _ W. F. Coox, 

H. J. Apams. 

P, A. Peterson, chairman of the Committee on Rules of Order, 
presented the report of said committee, which was read, as’ fol- 
lows: 

REPORT ON RULES OF ORDER. 


The Committee on Rules of Order recommend the adoption of 
the Rules of Order of the last General Conference, with the fol- 
lowing amendments: 

1. Strike from Rule 19 all after the word ‘ ‘debate’. in the fifth 
line, so that the rule shall read as follows: When a member shall 
move that “the question be now put,” the vote on such motion 
shall be taken without debate; and if two-thirds of the members 
voting shall sustain the call, the President shall put the question 
then pending, and the vote shall be taken immediately, without 
debate. 


ae a 
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2. That the following rule be added, and numbered 20, viz.: 
. Whenever a change in the Discipline shall be proposed, the sec- 


tion, chapter, or paragraph, in which it occurs, and also the pro 


bones change, shall be printed in the Daily Advocate. 
a P, A. PETERSON, 
H. F. Jounson, 


ie H. V. Purirorr. 
Atlanta, Ga., May 1, 1878. 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the first item was stricken out, and 
the report as amended was alent 


RULES OF ORDER. 


1. The Conference shall meet at 9 0’clock a.m., and adjourn at 1 
p.M., but may alter the times of meeting and adjournment at 
Wes discretion. 

. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to 
Bich the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be 
opened by reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and, on 
the appearance of a quorum, shall have the journals of the pre- 
ceding day read and approved, when the business of the Confer- 
ence shall proceed in the following order, viz.: 

(1) Reports of the standing committees. 

(2) Reports of the select committees. 

_ (8) Petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to 
an appeal to the Conference; but in case of such appeal, the ques- 
tion shall be taken without debate. 

4. He shall appoint all committees, not otherwise spectatly 
erdered by the Conference; but any member may decline serving 
on more than one committee at the same time. 

5. All motions and resolutions introduced by any member shall 
be reduced to writing, if the President, Secretary, or any two 
members, request it. 

6. A member presenting any petition, memorial, or other paper 
which should go to a standing committee, shall name the commit- 
tee to which he would have it referred, and if there be no objection, 
it shall be so referred without a vote. 

7. Committees recommending changes of the Discipline shall 
recite not only the page, chapter, and section proposed to be 
amended, but also the paragraph as amended, 

8. When a motion or resolution is made and seconded, or a 
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report presented, and is read by the Secretary, or stated by the 
President, it shall be deemed in possession of the Conference: 
but any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by. the mover at 
any time before decision or amendment. 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be made until the one 
under consideration is disposed of, which may be done by adop- 
tion or rejection, unless one of the following motions shall 
intervene, which motions shall have precedence in the order in 
which they are placed, viz.: Indefinite postponement, laying on 
the table, reference to a committee, postponement to a given 
time, amendment or a substitute: provided that a motion to lay on 
the table shall be put without debate. 

10. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by 
the President, to call him to order when he departs from the 
question, or uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any 
member may call the attention of the President to the subject 
“when he deems a speaker out of order, and any member may 
explain if he thinks himself misrepresented. 

11. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, ,he shall rise from his seat and 
respectfully address himself to the President. 

12. No member shall speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of 
the Conference; nor shall any member speak more than once until 
every member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

13. When any motion or resolution shall have passed, it shall be 
in order for any member who voted in the majority to move fora 
reconsideration. 

14. No member shall absent himself from the service of the 
Conference without leave, unless he be sick or unable to 
attend. 

15. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is 
not within the bar at the time when such question is put by the 
President, except by leave of the Conference, when such member 
has been necessarily absent. 

16. Every member who shall be within the bar at the time the 
question is put shall give his vote unless the Conference, for 
special reasons, excuse him. 

17. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline 
shall be adopted until it shall have been at least one day in the 
possession of the Conference. 
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18. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 

19. Whenever a member shall move that “the question shall 
now be put,” the vote on such motion shall be taken without de- 
bate; and if two-thirds of the members voting shall sustain the 
call, the President shall put the question then pending, and the 
vote shall be taken immediately, without debate; and if the 
pending question shall be an amendment or substitute, and shall 
be rejected, the President shall then put the main question, and 
the vote shall be taken on that, without debate. 

20. Whenever a change in the Discipline shall be proposed, the 
section, chapter, or paragraph in which it occurs, and also the pro- 
posed change, shall be printed in the Daily Advocate. 

The following delegates, who were not present this morning, 
responded to their names, and took their seats accordingly: 

SourH CaRouina Conrerencr.—Lay: T. 8. Moorman and Wm. 
Stokes; also J. A. Elkins, lay reserve in place of G. J. Patter son. 

LouisvILLE ConFERENCE.—Lay: G. W. Beard. 

ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W. Rush. 

Norru Grorcia Conrerence.—Lay: J. M. Beall. 

J. J. Davis and J. G. Gurley asked and obtained leave of 
absence till to-morrow. 

The list of Conferences was called, and the members of the 
Standing Committees were announced, except those of the St. 


~ Louis Conference. 


After some discussion, farther action on the subject was post- 
poned, and, on motion of W. M. Rush, all cases of disputed mem- 
bership were referred to the Committee on Credentials. 

On motion of R. A. Young, a Committee on Finance, consisting 
of one member from each Conference, was ordered. The com- 
mittee is composed as follows: Baltimore, D. Thomas; Virginia, 
T. Branch; Western Virginia, M. M. Carr; Holston, J. W. Gaut: 
North Carolina, F. C. Robbins; South Carolina, T.S. Moorman; | 
North Georgia, T. M. Meriwether; South Georgia, M. W. Dozier; 
Florida, G. W. Taylor; Alabama, M. E. Wailes; North Alabama, 
J. E. Groce; Louisiana, B. L. O. Rayne; Mississippi, T. L. Mellen; 
North Mississippi, J. B. Fant; Memphis, A. T. Fielder; Tennessee, 
R. A. Young; Kentucky, J. S. Gaunt; Louisville, G. W. Beard; 
St. Louis, T. M. Finney; South-west Missouri, A. T. Winsor; Mis- 
souri, J. F. Rucker; Western, W.S. Chick; Denver, EH. M. Beck- 
with; Indian Mission, G. B. Hester; Arkansas, J. J. Roberts; 
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White River, O. T. Hunt; Little Rock, S. M. McGehee; North 
Texas, W. J. Swain; East Texas, D. H. Connally; Texas, J. C. C. 
Winch; North-west Texas, J. R. Henry; West Texas, M. M. Shive; 
German Mission, J. B. A. Ahrens; Los Angeles, L. D. Palmer; 
Pacific, O. P. Fitzgerald; Columbia; J. W. Compton; Illinois, J. 
W. Smith. 

On motion of H. F. Johnson, a Committee on the Bible Cause, 
consisting of five members, to be appointed by the Chair, was’ 
ordered; also a similar Committee on Temperance. 

The Chair appointed the following on the Committee on the 
Bible Cause: H. F. Johnson, A. B. Stark, R. W. Lovett, T. S. 
Moorman, J. M. Bell. 

The Committee on Temperance was also announced, as follows: 
J. H. Carlisle, J. M. Steel, O. A. Darby, W. G. Veal, P. P. Ellis, . 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and bene- 
diction by the Bishop. 


Thirsday Morning, May 2, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair. 

A. 8. Andrews conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

The following delegates, who were not present yesterday, 
responded to their names, and took their seats, to wit: 

Bautimore Conrerence.—Lay: J. W. Newton. 

DeEnvER ConrERENcre.—Lay: 8. F. Jones, reserve in place of J. 
B. Taylor. He was put on the Committee on Itinerancy in place 
of W. M. Smith, and on the Committee on Finance in place of KE. 
M. Beckwith. 

Sout CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—Lay: H. Baer. 

Norra ALABAMA ConrErReNncr.—Lay: G. E. Kumpe. He took 
his seat, which was occupied yesterday by F. P. Randle, and also 
his place on the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Norru Grorcra ConFerENCE—Lay: Jesse F. Langston, A. H. 
Colquitt. 

Paciric ConrERENCcK.—Lay: W. B. Parsons. 

J. F. Medley, clerical delegate from the Western Virginia Con- 
ference, was put on the Committee on Finance in place of M. M. 
Carr, lay delegate. : 

N. H. D. Wilson moved that the Committee on the Publishing 
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Interests shall consist of one clerical and one lay member from 
each Conference. 

The following substitute was offered, read, and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to examine 
into the condition of the Publishing House, and report to this 
Conference at the earliest day within which satisfactory investiga- 
tion can be made. T. J. Macruper, 

P. GALLAGHER. 

H. J. Adams moved a substitute that the Bishops appoint a 
committee of nine to examine the affairs of the Publishing 
House. This motion was laid on the table. 

The motion of N. H. D. Wilson prevailed, and the list of Con- 
ferences was called, and the following names were announced as 
additional members of the Committee on Publishing Interests: 

BALTIMORE ConFERENCE.—P. H. Whisner. 

_ Virernra ConFerEeNcE.—G. M. Bain. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—M. M. Carr. 

Ho.sron CoNFERENCE.—J. P. McMillin. 

Norra Carotina Conrerence.—W. F. Kornegay, who was 
substituted on the Committee on Missions by J. W. North. 

SourH CaroLinaA ConrerReNcE.—T. 8S. Moorman, who was 
changed from the Committee on Finance; H. Baer was put in his 
place. | 

Norra Grorcra Conrerence.—W. H. Potter, who was substi- 
tuted on the Committee on Episcopacy by W. F. Cook. 

SourH Grorera ConFERENCE.—Isaac Hardeman. 

Fiorma ConFERENCE.—G. W. Taylor, who was substituted on 
the Committee on Sunday-schools by J. J. Davis. 

ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—S. H. Dent. 

NortaH ALABAMA ConFERENCE.—J. M. Boland, who was substi- 
tuted on the Committee on Education by W. L. Hefllin, 

LouIsianaA CONFERENCE.—H. J. Gay. 

Mississippr CONFERENCE.—T. L. Mellen, who was substituted 
by R. Babington on the Committee on Finance. , 

Nogru Mississtppt CONFERENCE.—H. W. Foote. 

Mempuis ConFERENcE.—A. H. Thomas. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—J. L. Parkes. 

Kentucky Conrerence.—J. W. Rodman. 

LovIsviLLE ConrEerENcE.—W. B. Harrison. 

Sr. Louis ConrErence.—L. |), Dameron. 

Soutu-west Missouri Conrerence.—M. Adkisson, who was sub- 
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stituted on the Committee on Boundaries by S. S. Bryant. G. 
M. Jones, who was substituted on the Committee on Education 
by H. Clay Ewing. 

Missourt ConrErENcE.—P. P. Ellis. 

WESTERN ConrERENCE.—W. S. Chick. 

DeENVER CONFERENCE.—5S. F. Jones. 

Inpran Misston ConrEeRENCcE.—Y. Ewing. 

ARKANSAS CoNFERENCE.—S. H. Babcock. 

Wuitr River Conrerence.—J. H. Dye. 

Litre Rock ConFERENCE.—S. M. McGehee. 

Norra Texas Conrerence.—J. H. McLean. 

Bast Texas Conrerence.—J. F. Taylor. 

Texas ConrerEence.—J. D. Giddings. 

Nortu-west Texas Conrerence.—J. R. Henry, who was sub- 
stituted on the Committee on Missions by W. G. Connor. 

West Texas Conrerence.—P. C. Woods. 

GERMAN Mission ConFERENCE.—No lay delegate present. 

Los ANGELES ConFERENCE.—L. D. Palmer. 

Paciric ConFERENCE.—J. C. Simmons. 

ILuinois Conrgerence.—J. B. McBryde. 

On motion of W. F. Cook, J. Jackson, HE. E. Rawson, W. Wood, 
J. Collier, O. A. Thrower, W. S. Thompson, laymen, were added 
to the Committee on Public Worship. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Credentials, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and J. D. 
Giddings moved to adopt the first item, referring to David Morton. 

H. F. Johnson, from said committee, presented a minority 
report, which was read, and laid on the table for the present: 


MINORITY REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Credentials, 
respectfully reports that he cannot agree with a majority of the 
committee in case of Brother David Morton. According to the 
Discipline, a clerical representative must possess the following 
qualifications: Ist. He must have traveled at least four calendar 
years from the time he was received on trial. 2d. He must be in 
full connection at the time of holding the Conference. Brother 
Morton possessed these qualifications at the time of his election; 
but he was transferred to the Louisville Conference at the close 
of the session of the Denver Conference, at which he was elected, 
and is now a member of the Louisville Conference. That trans- 
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fer, in the opinion of your committeeman, disqualifies him to 
represent the Denver Conference. It will not do to say that 
subsequent action cannot disqualify; for, suppose.a delegate has 
ceased to be a member of the Church, surely he would thereby 
forfeit his seat. 

T. be elected a delegate from the Denver Conference, he had 
to be a member of the Denver Conference; to represent the 
Denver Conference, he must continue to be a member of it. The 
adoption of the following resolution is recommended: 

Resolved, That Brother David Morton, a member of the Louis- 
ville Conference, is not entitled to a seat in this body as a repre- 
sentative of the Denver Conference. H. F. Jounson. 

After some discussion, the first item was adopted. 

The second item was then taken up. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

T. M. Finney, having spoken fifteen minutes in opposition to 
the adoption of the item, was allowed, by vote, to extend his 
remarks. 

Bishop Paine resumed the chair. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and laid on 
the table: 

Resolved, That for the present the part of the report referring 
to Brother Hogan be laid on the table; and the question of law 
as to his eligibility be referred to the College of Bishops for their 
decision. W.G. VEAL, 

N. H. Lex. 

After farther discussion, Jesse Boring moved the previous ques- 
tion—the call was sustained. 

On motion of 8S. H. Dent, the vote was taken separately. 

' Pending the question, the session was prolonged. 

The vote resulted in 110 clerical for, and 34 against, the adop- 
tion of the second item; and 65 lay for, and 41 against, the adop- 
tion. 

The Chair pronounced the question carried. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the report, as a whole, was 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


The ‘Committee on Credentials organized by electing the under- 
signed chairman, and H. W. Foote, secretary. 
The committee have had several cases under consideration, but 
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have arrived at a conclusion in two only, and have instructed me 
tc make the following report as Report No. 1, to wit: 

In the case of the Rev. David Morton, the committee adopted 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Committee on Credentials, 
the Rev. David Morton is entitled to a seat in this Conference as 
2 delegate from the Denver Conference.’ 

In the case of the Rev. John Hogan, the following resolution 
was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Rev. Job Hogan is entitled to a seat as a 
delegate in this Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. SaMuEL Recester, Chairman. 

H. W. Foors, Secretary. 

Ree ‘al Conference M. E. Church, South, Atlanta, May 2, 1878. 


The Rey. Dr. J. H. Martin, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta, was introduced to the Conference. 

On motion of the Secretary, S. R. Babcock, of the Arkansas 
Conference, was elected Assistant Secretary. 

J. W. Lewis, of the St. Louis Conference, announced the names 
of the members of the Standing Committees from that Confer- 
ence. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the 
Bishop. 

Friday Morning, May 8, 1878. 

Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

W. H. Watkins conducted divine worship. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

On motion of R. K. Hargrove, the reception of the Address of 
the Bishops was made ie order of the day for 11 o'clock this 
morning. 

J. W. Paulett and James P. Kelley, lay delegates from the 
Holston Conference, appeared and took their seats. 

The list of Standing Committees was called, and several changes 
were made, 

W. B. Parsons was substituted for J. C. Simmons on the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, and J. C. Simmons was substituted for W. B. 
Parsons on the Committee on Missions, of the Pacific Conference. 

S. W. Moore, delegate from Memphis Conference, was substi- 
tuted for A. H. Thomas on the Committee on Publishing Interests. 
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The Standing Committees, 


changes, are 


as follows: 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


THE METHUDISY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 25 


comprising several subsequent 





CONFERENCES, 


Baltimore, 
Virginia, 

Western Virginia, 
Holston, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
North Georgia, 
South Georgia, 
Florida, 
Alabama, 

North Alabama, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 
North Mississippi, 
Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Louisville, 

St. Louis, 
South-west Missouri, 
Missouri, 
Western, 

Denver, 

Indian Mission, 
Arkansas, 

White River, 
Little Rock, 
North ‘l'exas, 
East Texas, 
Texas, 
North-west Texas, 
West Texas, 
German Mission, 
Los Angeles, 


EPISCOPACY, 


S. Regester, 

W. W. Bennett, 
S. Blac k, 

E. E. Wiley, 

N. H: D. Wilson, 
A. M. Shipp, 

W. F. Cook, 

J. 8. Key, 

E. L. 'T. Blake, 
O. R. Blue, 

H. Brown, 

©. W. Carter, 
W. H. Watkins, 
W. Murrah, 

T. L. Boswell, 
W. Barr, 

C. W. Miller, 

N. H. Lee, 

J. W. Lewis, \ 
S.S. Bryant, 
W.M. Rush, 

T. C. Downs, 
W. M. Smith, 
J. H. Walker, 
J.J. Roberts, 
J. M. Steel, 

A. Hunter, 

R. Lane, 

R. 8. Finley, 

R. Alexander, 
W. G. Connor, 
H.S. Thrall, 

J. B. A. Ahrens, 
W. B. Kavanaugh, 





ITINERANCY, 


J.S. Martin, 

J. E. Edwards, 
'T. S. Wade, 

F. Richardson, 
L. S. Burkhead, 
A.M. Chrietaberg, 
J. Boring, 

J. O. Az Clark, 
AA. Robinson, 
W..A. MeCarty, 
C. D. Oliver, 

L. Parker, 

C. G. Andrews, 
J. Bareroft, 

W. T. Harris, 
W. Mooney, 

A. G. Stitt, 

H. C. Settle, 

J. Hogan, 

T. M. Cobb, 

J. D. Vineil, 

T. C. Downs, 

S. F. Jones, 

J. H. Walker, 
S. H. Babcock, 
J. H. Dye, 

E. N. Watson, 
W. F. Easterling, 
R. W. Thompson, 
H. V. Philpott, 
J.S. MeCarver, 
J.S. Gillett, 

J. B. A. Ahrens, 
M. J. Law, 


BOUNDARIES, 


R. R. 8. Hough, 
L. 8. Reed, 

8. Black, 

J.S. Burnett, 
W.S. Black, 

W. C. MeMillan, 
H. J. Adams, 
H. A. Crittenden, 
J.J. Davis, 

H. D. Moore, 

J. G. Gurley, 

B. O. L. Rayne, 
S. B. Watts, 

H. W. Foote, 
R. H. Mahon, 
D. '’. Reynolds, 
S. X. Hall, 

A. H, Redford, 
L. D. Dameron, 
S. S. Bryant, 
W. A. Tarwater, 
Tl’. C. Downs, 

D. Morton, 

Y. Ewing, 

J. J. Roberts, 

J. H. Dye, 

A. Hunter, 

J. H. McLean, 
R. S. Finley, 

R. Alexander, 
T. Stanford, 

P. C. Woods, 

J¢ B. A. Ahrens, 
M. J. Law, 








Pacific, W. B. Parsons, O. P. Fitzgerald, C. P. Berry, 
Columbia, J. W. Compton, J. W. Compton, J. W. Compton, 
Tilinois, C. Murehison, B. R. Hester, J. W. Smith, 

Chairmen, S. Regester, John S. Martin, W.S. Black, 

Secretaries, S$. 8. Bryant. C. G. Andrews. 8. X, Hall. 

N) 
CONFERENCES, PUBLISHING INTERESTS. MISSIONS. 

Baltimore, P. H. Whisner, M. Walton, P. Hamil, 
Virginia, Paul Whitehead, G. M. Bain, G. M. Bain, 


Western Virginia, 
‘Holston, 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 

North Georgia, 

South Georgia, 

Florida, 

Alabama, 

North Alabama, 

Louisiana, 

Misvissipp!, 

North Mississippi, 

Memphis, 

‘Tennessee, 

Kent icky, 

Louis v ile, 

St. Louis, 

South-west Missour, 

Missouri, 

Western, 

Denver. 

JIndian Mission, 

Arkansas, 

White River, 

Little Rock, 

North Texas, 








T. S. Wade, M. M. Carr, 

R. N. Price, J. P. McMillan, 
B. Craven, WF. Kornegay, 
S. B. Jones, T. S. Moorman, 
J.C. Johnson, W. H. Potter, 


J.B. 


McGehee, I. Hardeman 


‘T. W. Moore, G. W. Taylor, 
A. 8. Andrews, S. H. Dent, 


J. H. Johnson, 


J. M. Boland, 


J. KE. Cobb, W. H. Foster, 
R. Abbey, T. L. Mellen, 


W.P. 


Barton, H. W. Foote, 


J. R. Godwin, S. W. Moore, 

J. B. MeFerrin, J. L. Parkes, 
H. P. Walker, J. W. Rodman, 
B. M. Messick, W. B. Harrison, 
T. M. Finney, L. D. Dameron, 
G. M. Jones, M. Adkisson, 

W. W. Jones, P. P. Ellis, 

J. McEwen, W. 8. Chick, 


D. Morton, S. F. 


Jones, 


GB. Hester, Young Ewing, 
C. F. Harvey, S. H. “Babeock, 
0. T. Hunt, John H. Dye, 


A. R. Winfield, S. M. MeGe 


hee, 


Asa Holt, J. H. McLean, 





M. M. Carr, 

G. Stewart, 

J. W. North, 

H. A. C. Walker, 
Y. J. Allen, 

R. W. Lovett, 

T. W. Moore, 

S. H. Dent, 

S. Palmer, 

C. W. Carter, 

W. L. Nugent, - 
J. D. Cameron, 
A. P. Warterfield, 
D. C. Kelley, 

W. Miller, 

W.S. Johnson, 
J. W. Lewis, 

T. M. Cobb, 

C. I. Vandeventer, 
W.S. Chiek, 

W. M. Smith, 

G. B. Hester, 

H. C. Allen, 

W. W. Garland, 
A. R. Winfield, 
W. F. Easterling, 


Yt sat) Oh Aa, ae 
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CONFERENCES. PUBLISHING INTERESTS. MISSIONS. 
East Texas, R. W. Thompson, J. F. Taylor, D. H. Connally, 
Texas, I. G. John, J. D. Giddings, I. G. John, 
North-west Texas, J. D. Shaw, J. M. Richards, W.G. Connor, 
West Texas, H.8. Thrall, P. C. Woods, J.S. Gillett, 
German Mission, J.B. A. Ahrens, Jd. B: A. Ahrens, 
Los Angeles, W.B. Kavanaugh, L. D. Palmer, L. D. Palmer, 
Pacific, C. P. Berry, J. C. Sea J. C. Simmons, 
Columbia, J. W. Compton, J. W. Compton, 
Illinois, B. R. Hester, J. B. McBryde, J. B. MeBryde, 
Chairmen, J. B. McFerrin, D.C. Kelley, 
Secretaries, James E. Cobb. W. 58. Johnson. 
CONFERENCES, REVISAL. SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. EDUCATION. 
Baltimore, 8. Rodgers, T. J. Magruder, J. B. Wilson, 
Virginia, P. A. Peterson, T. W. Mason, R. N. Sledd, 
Western Virginia, J. F. Medley, J. F. Medley, M. M. Carr, 
Holston, J. H. Brunner, P, Gallagher, T. P. Summers, - 
North Carolina, W. H. Bobbitt, EA. Yates, 'T. M. Jones, 
South Carolina, F. M. Kennedy, J. H. Carlisle, W. W. Duncan, 
North Georgia, J. E Evans, J. H. Grogan, W. P. Harrison, 
South Georgia, J. W. Hinton, J. M. Matthews, I. Hardeman, 
Florida, A. A. Robinson, J.J. Davis, G, W. Frazer, 
Alabama, J. W. Rush, R. A. Hardaway, L. M. Smith, 
North Alabama, Jo Bs Stevenson, G. E. Kumpe, W. 1. tre! 
Louisiana, J. A. Miller, W. H. N. Magruder, W. H. N. Magruder, 
Mississippi, H. F. Johnson, C. K. Marshall, J. A. Ellis, 
North Mississippl, J.Y. Murry, J. B. Streater, J. J. Wheat, 
Memphis, A. H. Thomas, D. G. Godwin, Ss. W. Moore, 
Tennessee, R. K. Hargrove, E. D. Patterson, N. T. Lupton, 
Kentucky, J. W. Fitch, J. 8. Gaunt, J. W. Rodman, 
Louisville, G. H. Hayes, J. L. Wheat, A. B. Stark, 
St. Louis, J. Hogan T. M. Finney, 1. ME Finney, 
South-west Missouri, | M. Adkisson, A. 'T. Winsor, H. C. Ewing, 
Missouri, B. H. Spencer, P. P. Ellis, . W. O. Gray, 
Western, J. McEwen, W.S. Chick, J. L. McEwen, 
Denver, E, M. Beckwith, E. M. Beekwith, D. Morton, 
Indian Mission, Y. Ewing, Y. Ewing, G. B. Hester, 
Arkansas, H. C. Allen, C. F. Harvey, S. H. Babcock, 
White River, J. M. Steel, W. W. Garland, oO. T. Hunt, 
Little Rock, E. N. Watson, A. A. Key, W.#H. Wheeler, 
North Texas, M. H. Neely, M. H. Neely, W. J. Swain, 
Hast Texas, R. W. ‘Thompson, D. H. Connally, J. F. Taylor, 
‘Texas, H. V. Philpott, J. D. Giddings, J.C. C. Winch, 
North-west Texas, W.G. Veal, PEIie Shugart, O. M. Davenport, 
West Texas, M.N. Shive, M.N. Shive, P. GC. Woods, 
German Mission, J. B. A. Ahrens, J. B. A. Ahrens, J. B.A. Ahrens, 
Los Angeles, M. J. Law, L. D. Palmer, M. J. Law 
Pacific, W. B. Parsons, J. C. Simmons, 0. P. Ricca: 
Columbia, J. W. Compton, J. W. Compton, J. W. Compton, 
llinois, C. Murchison, J. B. MeBryde, C. Murchison, 
Chairmen, James E. Evans, C. K. Marshall, W. P. Harrison, 
Secretaries, ¥. M. Kennedy. P. Gallagher. W. W. Dunean. 
CONFERENCES, FINANCE, _ CONFERENCES. FINANCE, 
Baltimore, D. Thomas, Missouri, J. F. Rucker, 
Virginia, T. Branch, Western, W.S. Chick, 
Western Virginia, J. F. Medley, Denver, iE. M. Beckwith, 
Holston, J, W. Gant, Indian Mission, G. B. Hester, 
North Carolina, F. C, Robbins, Arkansas, J.J. Roberts, 
South Carolina, H. Baer White River, O. T. Hunt, 


North Georgia, 
South Georgia, 
Florida, 

Alabama, 

North Alabama, 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi, 

North Mississippi, 
Memphis, 
‘Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Louisville, 

St. Louis, 
South-west Missouri, 





T. M. Meriwether, 
M. W. Dozier, 
G. W. Taylor, 
M. E. Wailes, 
J. E. Groce, 

B. O. L. Rayne, 
R. Babington, 
J. B. Fant, 

A. T. Fielder, 
R. A. Young, 
J.S. Gaunt, 

G. W. Beard, 
Vi. Finney, 
A. T. Winsor, 








Little Rock, 
North ‘Texas, 
Fast Texas, 
‘Texas, 


North-west Texas, 


West Texas, 
German Mission, 
Los Angeles, 
Pacific, 
Columbia, 
Illinois, 


Chairman, 
Secretary, 


W. H. Wheeler, 
W. J. Swain, 
D. HW. Connally, 
J.C. C. Winch, 
J. M. Richards, 
M. N. Shive, 
J. B. A. Ahrens, 
L. D. Palmer, 
OP; Fitzgerald, 
¥ W. Compton, 
ow Smith, 


R. A. Young, 
J.C. C. Winch. 
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COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE. 
H. F. Johnson, A. B. Stark, R. W. Lovett, 'T. S. Moorman, J. M. Beall. 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 
J. H. Carlisle, J. M. Steel, O. A. Darby, W. G. Veal, P. P. Ellis, J. M. Richards. 


COMMITTEE ON THE NAME OF THE CHURCH. 


O. P. Fitzgerald, W. M. Rush, R. Alexander, A. W. Wilson, Andrew Hunter, C. Murchison, 
A. S. Andrews, R. K. Hargrove, R. 8. Finley, E. E. Wiley, C. D. Oliver, H. F. Johnson, O. A. 
Darby. 
COMMITTEE ON THE HYMN-BOOK. 
C. K. Marshall, 8. 8. Roszell, F. M. Kennedy, Jos. 8S. Key, T. M. Finney, A. R. Winfield, 
A. G. Haygood, John D. Blackwell, Jos. B. West., 


COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. 


S. Rodgers, L. S. Reed, T. S. Wade, Geo. Stewart, W. S. Black, J. B. Allison, O. A. Darby, 
W. F. Cook, J. B. McGehee, T. W. Moore, W. A. McCarty, J. M. Boland, J. BE. Cobb, J. A. 
Ellis, Wm. Murrah, W. T. Harris, J. B. Wilson, J. W. Fitch, G. H. Hayes, 'T. M. Finney, M. 
Adkisson, W. W. Jones, T. C. Downs, W. W. Smith, J. H. Walker, J. J. Roberts, J. M. Steel, 
E. N. Watson, M. H. Neely, R. W. Thompson, R. Alexander, T. Stanford, J. S. Gillett, J. B. 
A. Ahrens, W. B. Kavanaugh, J.C. Simmons, J. W. Compton, B. R. Hester. 





The following resolution was then offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to arrange the Con. 
ferences in alphabetical order in the Journal of the General Con- 
ference, and in the General Minutes, : C. W. Micurr, 

A. G. HayGoop. 

The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted by a 
rising vote: 

Resolved, That we are delighted to see the venerable form of 
our honored father, the Rey. Lovick Pierce, D.D., on the platform 
at this session of our General Conference, and we are devoutly 
grateful to Almighty God for sparing his life and permitting him 
to be with us. 

Resolved, That Dr. Pierce be, and he is hereby, invited to preach 
before the Conference at any hour that may suit his convenience 
and comfort. A. R. WINFIELD, 

Joun Hoaan. 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

There were none presented. 

The Chair then called for Reports of Special Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Special Committee on Creden- 
tials, presented Report No. 2 of that committee: 


REPORT NO.2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


A majority of the Committee on Credentials have instructed 
me to report the following as their action in the case of Logan 
D. Dameron, to wit: 


28 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May 8, 


“The committee, after patient and careful consideration of the 
case of Logan D. Dameron, find from facts admitted and proved, 
that he (the said Dameron) applied for and was admitted to 
membership in Choteau Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, on the 18th day of December, 1874, And as the Disci- 
pline of our Church requires as a qualification for lay membership 
in the General Conference a membership of six successive years, 
Brother Dameron is not eligible to membership in this Confer- 
ence.” 

A minority report will be submitted. 

The committee have considered all cases referred to them, and 
made reports thereon. There being no farther business before 
them, they ask to be discharged. 

Respectfully submitted. SAMUEL ReGEsTER, Chairman. 

H. W. Foote, of that committee, presented a minority report, 
as follows: 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CREDENTIALS (NO. 2). 


Whereas, some irregularities and disagreements have occurred 
in regard to the relation of Logan D. Dameron to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, by reason of which a doubt may exist 
as to the length of time he has been a member thereof; and 
whereas, the lay members of the Annual Conference where these 
scenes all transpired, and who are presumed to understand them 
best, have chosen him as a delegate to represent them in the Gen- 
eral Conference: therefore, 

Resolved, That we recognize Logan D, Dameron as a member 
of this Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. H. W. Foor. _ 

The report of the minority was laid on the table for the present. 

The adoption of the report of the majority was moved, and S. 
Regester offered as an amendment the addition of the following 
paragraph to the report of the majority: 

‘Nevertheless, inasmuch as Brother Dameron is already 
enrolled, and there being no contestant for his seat, we recom- 
mend that he be permitted to retain his place among us.” 

J. W. Lewis spoke in opposition to the amendment—the time 
was extended, and pending his speech the order of the day 
caused the farther discussion of the subject to be suspended. 

The Address of the Bishops was then read by Bishop Doggett: 
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ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


Dear Breruren:—After the lapse of four eventful years you 
have been permitted, in the good providence of God, to convene, 
as representatives of the M. EH. Church, South, in its highest con- 
stitutional assembly, invested with “full powers,’ under certain 
specified “limitations and restrictions, to make rules and regula- 
tions,” such as in. your godly judgments will best promote its 
mission in the world. 

We greet you in the name of our common Lord. We con- 
gratulate you upon the dignity which has been conferred upon you 
by your respective Annual Conferences, in the exercise of their 
electoral rights; by whose choice you have been elevated to posi- 
tions in the only legislature and in the supreme judicatory of our 
Church. And we especially acknowledge, with grateful hearts, 
the auspicious circumstances which attend our quadrennial gath- 
ering. On no previous occasion of this kind have we enjoyed 
richer evidences of divine favor, or possessed greater elements 
of power and prosperity as a Church. 

Since the adjournment of the last General Conference strange 
and instructive events, affecting the fortunes and destiny of the 
Christian religion, have occurred in the history of the world. 
To some of these we may briefly refer, as pertinent to this occa- 
sion. They are “signs of the times,” which it is our duty, as offi- 
cers of the Church, to consider and improve. 

The providential government of God is instituted to subserve 
the behests of the kingdom of Christ. ‘He is Head over all 
things to the Church.” “All judgment is committed to the Son.” 
Every department of evangelical Christendom is an integral 
portion of the commonwealth of Israel, and the prosperity of 
each is more or less involved in all those historical stages which 
signalize the course of human affairs. Contemplated on this 
wider scale, we are better prepared to realize the relations of our 
Methodism to the universal Church, and to humanity, and to 
project plans for other places and other times than those with 
which we are more immediately occupied. The connection 
between these general facts and our present responsibilities’ is 
neither obscure nor visionary. The apprehension of it is a part 
of our wisdom. It will enlarge the circle of our horizon, and 
animate our zeal for larger conquests. 

Fhe financial collapse, for example, which commenced four 

* years ago, and which has since pervaded, perplexed, and para- 
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lyzed the commercial world, contains a lesson for the Church. 
As a matter of fact, it has reacted with corresponding force upon 
all those agencies of Christianity employing the use of money in 
their operations. Such a crisis ought not to retard, much less 
arrest, those operations. It is a radical mistake to suppose that 
the progress of Christ’s kingdom is dependent upon the laws of 
commerce, or is necessarily affected by the contraction or expan- 
sion, the scarcity or repletion, of the currency. Its abundance, 
though rarely ever dedicated to God, ought always to be subsi- 
dized and sanctified by its consecration to his cause; but the defi- 
ciency of the one ought never to hinder the advancement of the 
other. It is a pretext for avarice and inaction. The resources 
of the Christian Church, notwithstanding the fluctuations in the 
markets of the world, are equal to its demands; and the com- 
bined efforts of its real members, actuated by the constraint of 
Christ’s love, will compensate the deficiency, and even transcend 
it, by the affluence of their contributions. Riper scriptural views 
of the conditions of success, a livelier faith ina reigning Saviour, 
a more self-sacrificing response to the calls of duty, and a wiser 
economy in the use of money, will correct the ordinary calcula- 
tions of the ledger, and leave a surplus for the cause of Christ. 
The question of personal convenience will be merged into one of 
Christian obligation, and a new phase of finance will replenish 
the revenues of the Church. 

The startling diffusion of new and imposing forms of unbelief, 
within the period of which we speak, has placed the entire 
Christian Church in the presence of a formidable and self-confi- 
dent antagonism, which is forcing upon her the vital questions 
of her true foundation, her essential integrity, her legitimate 
affinities, and her best modes of successful defense. All alike 
ure obliged to accept this gage of war. We too must adjust our- 
selves to these exigences. 

At the same time, the elements of evangelical Christendom, 
whether from external pressure or from internal impulse, or 
from both, have, in a remarkable degree, manifested a tendency 
toward unity in the fundamental articles of faith, and in spiritual 
fellowship. Their approximation on these grounds is a promi- 
nent feature of the times in which we live, and deserves the 
deepest attention. It does not appear to involve a surrender, or 
even a compromise, of peculiar tenets or modes of polity, but to 
seck only the affiliation of true Christians, on the basis of 
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acknowledged essentials. Viewed in this light, the movement 
should be hailed with joy as the exponent and vindication, under 
diversified aspects, of the “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all,” which, in all ages and in all places, 
underlie the true catholic Church of Christ. The preservation 
of distinct ecclesiastical organizations and the retention of doe- 
trinal peculiarities. are perfectly consistent with its cultivation, 
and, in fact, necessary to its development. 

By an unexpected and mysterious process, in which we devoutly 
acknowledge the overruling hand of God, our country has recently 
passed into a state of marvelous tranquillity, eminently favorable 
to the expansion and energy of Christian enterprise. The con- 
trast between it and that out of which, as a Church, we emerged 
more than twelve years ago, and in the midst of which, more or 
less, our lot has since been cast, is so astonishing as to justify 
special thanksgiving to God, and to stimulate our healthiest activ- 
ity in his service. 

In the meantime, a war of terrible proportions and destructive 
severity in the Hast, whatever may be its merits, has thus far ter- 
minated in the humiliation and curtailment of the greatest anti- 
christian power upon earth. We may reasonably hope that, 
notwithstanding its horrors, it has broken, if not removed, one 
of the fiercest obstacles to the evangelization of the world, and 
that, together with the temporal disfranchisement of the papacy, 
it has opened a new theater and started a new period for 
enlightened Christian zeal, in which a massive and corrupt eccle- 
siasticism shall be substituted by the Church in its purity, and the 
crescent of the Moslem wane before the cross of Christ. 

In general, the extent to which all the nations of the earth are 
now accessible to the gospel and the manner in which prophecy 
and providence are blending in the history of the world, enhance 
the vocation of the entire Church of Christ, and indicate the rela- 
tion which we, as a denomination, sustain to the grand consum- 
mation. Thus has the Lord been preparing a highway for him- 
self, and training his militant hosts for the fulfillment of the 
apostolic commission, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” 

During the stirring period to which we refer, and amidst all its 
changes and complications, the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, has not only maintained its ground, but has continued to 
» evince the wisdom of its separate existence, and the vitality of its 
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independent organization. The original disruption, how much 
soever it was deprecated at the time by good men on both sides, 
has inured in a firmer compactness and better conservation of 
the fundamental principles which distinguish the great Wesleyan 
movement; and the aggregate results, we have reason'to believe, ) 
have counterbalanced the incidental evils of that apparently 
calamitous event. Nothing has occurred during the past thirty- 
four years to shake our conviction of the stability of Southern 
Methodism, or lessen our attachment to its institutions. A more 
homogeneous ecclesiastical community does not exist on the 
American continent. : 

. The quadrennial term now expiring has been characterized by 
almost universal peace and harmony amongst our ministry and 
membership, both in respect to doctrine and discipline, and in 
their cordial subordination to the exercise of legitimate authority. 
Nothing has been more decisive throughout our wide and varied 
domain than their unanimity in adhering to the peculiarities of 
our ecclesiastical system. 

What, however, is of unspeakably more value, and cause of 
profounder gratitude, is the blessing of God which has crowned 
the agencies of the Church, during the past four years, with 
decided success. The gospel,.as received by us, has been faith- 
fully and fearlessly preached. Revivals of religion have exten- 
sively prevailed. Thousands have been added to the Church, 
and our borders have been continually extending. Houses of 
worship, in highly improved styles of architecture, have rapidly 
multiplied, and offered their comfort and attractions to increasing 
numbers of worshipers. Parsonages have been erected with 
unusual frequeney, and with better accommodations for the fami- 
lies of our preachers; and appeals for contributions to benevolent 
objects have been met with a generous response. We rejoice to 
believe that the Church is in a generally healthy condition. Our 
statistics will show a gratifying progress in its growth and 
spirituality. 

Amidst these cheering evidences of substantial coherence and 
prosperity, it is not without regret, and even apprehension, that 
we witness certain departures from the standards and genius of 
our system, and tendencies to others, which compromise its char- 
acter and impair its efficiency. Changes of mere economy, 
adapted to the altered condition of times and places, are some- 
times absolutely necessary and eminently salutary; but those 
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which affect the constitution and consistency of the system itself 
must be guarded with jealous vigilance, lest their incipiency 
result in a gradual surrender of its vital forces. We refer to 
several admonitory symptoms which we take the liberty of urging 
upon your attention. 

We cannot omit from this category the insufficient stress, in our 
day, laid upon the ‘doctrine of “entire sanctification,” as ineul- 
cated in the Wesleyan theology, and exemplified in the first age 
of Methodism. Notwithstanding its neglect on the one hand, and 
its fanatical distortions on the other by factious leaders, it is nev- 
ertheless the clear testimony of the Holy Scriptures. Its experi- 
ence is the unquestionable privilege of believers, and its enjoy 
ment the full-blown flower and the ripe fruit of the Christian life. 
The infrequency of its proclamation from the pulpit and the 
irregularity of its experimental power in the Church have proved 
% serious detriment to the robustness of our piety, and to the 
specialty of our mission, “to spread seriptural holiness over these 
lunds.” Let us more than ever reassert this great doctrine. 

We refer in this connection also to the decline of an institu- 
tion the history of which is incorporated into that’of Methodism, 
and which more than any other human expedient contributed to 
its growth. The memory of the class-mecting is fragrant with 
blessing. Its suspension has been a calamity. Its neglect has 
not been compensated by any proposed substitute. It has not 
been abolished. It still survives by law. Its resuscitation in 
some effective form would vastly enhance our individual and cor- 
porate strength. 

Methodism has always protested, by explicit warrant of the 
word of God, against “such diversions as cannot be used in the 
name of the Lord Jesus,” especially against those which are 
designated as fashionable amusements. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, has emphatically reiterated this protest. It is 
lamentable to what an extent it remains unheeded. Many of 
our members indulge in these forbidden pleasures and bring 
reproach upon the Church. Parents do not restrain their’ chil- 
dren from participating in them, and the evil grows by at least 
constructive connivance. It should be arrested by more decisive 
action, or it will become unmanageable altogether. 

Our inquiries into the spiritual condition of the Church con- 
strain us to say that a majority of our people are chargeable with 
a grave dereliction in respect to family worship. The priest- 
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hood, the altars, and the morning and evening sacrifices of the 
household, are the forgotten or neglected duties of many of our 
Israel. The laxity of domestic piety is entailing its baneful 
fruits upon the rising generation, and our sons and daughters, 
unnurtured by its sanctions, are falling into the giddy ranks that 
throng the road to ruin. Family religion is the imperative 
adjunct to personal piety, and the unalterable condition of its 
transmission to posterity. 

Our preachers, for the most part, have been more liberally sup- 
ported during the past four years than at any former period. In 
many instances, however, their support has been utterly inad- 
equate and shamefully irregular. The deficiency in these instances 
has been unquestionably due, in the main, to the want of compe- 
tent stewards, and of rigorous fidelity on the part of the Quar- 
terly Conference, and not to the want of additional legislation. 
Our fiscal plan is, in our judgment, a model of practical skill, 
elaborated by the best minds of the Church from a long series 
of experiments and observations. All that is necessary to its 
effectiveness is the conscientious and systematic execution of its 
details. Its scriptural authority, its principle of general but vol- 
untary assessment, its boards of finance, its required reports, and 
the regular review of them by Quarterly and Annual Confer- 
ences, render it equally pervasive, uniform, and specific in its 
operations; while it leaves ample margin for the exercise of 
Christian liberality in providing for the temporal wants of those 
who ‘‘give themselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word.” As ministers of the gospel are required to devote 
themselves wholly to their work; as “the laborer is worthy of 
his hire;” as the Lord will take account of his stewards; and as 
the full measure of cheerful labor is needed by the Church, the 
adequate support of every grade of our itinerant preachers, and 
furnishing them with comfortable homes, is a sacred and para- 
mount duty, and is essentially necessary to our itinerant system. 

Our Sunday-school department has fully kept pace with the 
progress of the Church in every other direction, if it has not sur- 
passed it in allothers. Its indispensable connection with Church 
growth in the present age has been thoroughly demonstrated in 
the last four years. It has replenished our membership with its 
largest numbers and its best materials, and has assumed propor-. 
tion prophetic of yet grander results. The last General Confer- 
ence settled, by law, a principle of prime importance when it 
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defined the relation of Sunday-schools to the pastorate by con 
ferring upon it the right of nominating superintendents. 

Our Sunday-school literature has blossomed into great beauty 
and perfection, equal to the most advanced necessities of the 
cause, and ought, without exception, to be introduced into all our 
schools. Its new phase, happily inaugurated by Dr. Haygood, 
has been successfully developed and improved by Dr. Cunnyng- 
ham, both in matter and form. The adoption of uniform lessons, 
accompanied with our own interpretation, is at the same time an 
element of Protestant catholicity and denominational strength. 
The inculeation of our doctrinal views, by the’constant use of 
our catechisms, remains to complete our system of Sabbath- 
school instruction. It is’ of sufficient importance to justify a 
special enactment on the subject by the General Conference. 

The subject of general education, under the patronage of the 
Church, as a means of success and a powerful agency for good, 
evinces its importance with every advancing year of her history. 
The diffused intellectual life of our times, the rapid advancement 
of classical and scientific knowledge, and the inexorable demand 
for scholarly attainments amongst both sexes, leave no alterna- 
tive but to meet the emergency with comprehensive and ener-: 
getic measures, or surrender the well-earned renown of the past 
and the glowing hopes of the future. While our literary institu- 
tions have retained their integrity, faithfully discharged their 
duties, and manfully sustained the reputation of the Church, 
during the past four years, we grieve to say that no signal suc- 
cess has attended them. ‘They have not flourished in proportion 
to their merits or the hopes of the Church. The majority of 
them have been embarrassed by debt, feebly patronized by the 
public, and have consequently been unable to supply themselves 
with the needed complement of libraries and apparatus, and 
furnish the desired support for commanding professional talent. 
The principal cause for this depression has been the general 
financial stringency of the country, extending itself through the 
past quadriennium. It is a matter of thanksgiving that they 
have passed the ordeal so safely, ready to expand with the return 
of more auspicious times. Yet we are not blameless as a people 
in this respect. The Church, though diminished in resources, is 
not poor. She is rich enough, with proper effort, to set afloat 
and endow every recognizcd institution amongst us. The fault is 
the want of intelligent interest and well-devised plans, and not’ 
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of ability. The glare of great donations has, perhaps, dazzled 
us. We donot comprehend the combined value of smaller ones. 
It behooves the members of this body to take hold of this ques- 
tion with a firm grasp, and arouse the Church to appreciate the 
responsibility which it involves. We think that these institu- 
tions require nothing more to insure their prosperity than a 
working endowment and a generous patronage. We cannot 
afford to let them perpetuate a struggling existence, and to remit 
the education of our youth to skeptical or uncongenial institu- 
tions. 

The Vanderbilt University, the munificent donation of whose 
founder was gratefully acknowledged by the last General Confer- 
ence, and subsequently increased by him to one million dollars, has 
since gone into operation with gratifying prospects. It is fully 
endowed, entirely free from debt, comprising all the depart- 

“ments, academical and professional, of a university proper, and 
possessing all the facilities of the higher education. We trust 
that, with its superior advantages, it will add efficiency and luster 
to our educational enterprises. ; 

We regard with deep satisfaction the opportunities which many 
of our literary institutions afford candidates for the ministry, in 
preparing them for their high vocation. While the Church does 
not require attendance upon them as a sine qua non for admission 
into the traveling connection, it is her imperative duty to place 
such opportunities within their reach as will better enable them 
to enlarge the sphere of their usefulness, and occupy any posi- 
tions to which the demands of the age may summon them. The 
stern logic of events is happily meeting with a response. Our 
colleges and universities, by general culture, and our biblical 
schools, by special training, are concurring with our established 
economy, in supplying us with laborers suitable to every post of 
ministerial duty. The one should not, and cannot truthfully, say 
to the other, “I have no need of thee.”” We have need of all, of 
every grade of ability, whether of one talent or of five talents, 
to occupy until the Lord come. 

We heartily approve of the plan of district schools, reecom- 
mended by the last General Conference, They meet the wants 
of our people, in many localities, for the education of ‘their chil- 
dren. They are the only antidote to that godless feature in the 
public schools which ignores the Holy Scriptures in the training 
of youth. They are especially necessary in perfecting our educa- 





1878,] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 37 


tional system, by reaching all classes, and preparing students 
both for our male and female colleges. We are happy to say 
that many have been established since the recommendation was 
made. ' 

Our foreign missionary operations are comparatively limited. 
They do not represent either our history or capacity with respect 
to the world’s evangelization. The separation of the two princi- 
pal bodies of American Methodism, in 1844, has in effect deprived 
us of the larger part of our missionary record. Before that 
event, Southern Methodism participated proportionably in mis- 
sionary work of the Methodist Episcopal Church abroad, and eul- 
tivated almost exclusively the vast field occupied by the colored 
people in the southern part of the United States. These facts 
remain in the absence of the record. What we have done since 
is in addition to the unrecorded portion of our labors in that 
direction. Our missions in China, in Mexico, and amongst the 
Indians and Germans of our own country, are in a highly encour- 
aging condition—justify all the expenditures hitherto made in 
their behalf, and will demand larger appropriations in the future. 
The mission in Brazil is yet in its infancy. It is judiciously 
located, and is the nucleus of operations in a vast and thickly- 
populated region, destitute of the bread of life. It is full of 
promise, and deserves your fostering care. Amongst these mis- 
sions, those in China and in Mexico are unquestionably of the 
greatest prospective importance. Both of these are located in 
the midst of vast populations, perfectly open to us, with founda- 
tions of abundant success already laid. That in China has been 
recently reénforced. It has received a powerful impulse, both 
within itself and at home, by the seasonable and successful visit 
of Bishop Marvin, whose official services, and whose mature and 
comprehensive views, have placed it before the Church in a new 
and commanding attitude. The mission amongst the Mexicans is 
scarcely second to it in its probable results. It already astonishes 
us by the richness of its first-fruits. Since the last General Con- 
ference, Bishop Keener has made three visitations to the City of 
Mexico in behalf of the missions. 

Other doors in foreign lands are open to us, and the wail of their 
perishing millions resounds in the words of their ancient repre- 
sentative in Macedonia, ‘‘Come over, and help us!» We must go 
or send. The missionary spirit, though operative to the extent 
indicated, has not yet reached that degree of strength and inten- 
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sity of interest amongst us which would arouse the whole Church 
to her responsibilities with respect to the myriads who “sit in the 
region and shadow of death.” The spirit of missions is the life 
of the Church. To repress it is ultimate paralysis and death. 

A new element of success in our foréign missionary operations, 
of great promise and peculiarly adapted to the exigences of 
heathen nations, has recently been developed, by a special provi- 
dence, amongst our pious ladies. Wemean the “Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society.’ It should, by all means, be incorporated into 
our present laws on the “Support of Missions.” 

Restricting the management of Foreign Missions exclusively 
to a general Board, remitting the oversight of Domestic Missions 
to Annual Conference Boards, and separating the collections for 
each, were steps in the right direction. It was a disentanglement 
of two very different operations, both in theory and practice. 
We deplore, however, the encroachment of the claims of: Domestic 
Missions upon those of Foreign Missions. The collections for 
the former are frequently in advance of those of the latter. The 
number of the Domestic Missions is fortunately diminishing, by 
their erection or absorption into circuits. And we hope that the 
confusion of ideas arising from the use of a term common to both, 
but wholly inappropriate to places of domestic destitution, will 
pass away forever. The Secretary of our Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions will lay before you a complete and detailed account of its 
operations since the last General Conference. 

The District Conference bas demonstrated its utility in pro- 
moting the general interests of the Church, and developing its 
social elements, whenever it has been properly conducted. Being 
an annual review of its practical operations, within each Presid- 
ing Elder’s District, its efficiency depends upon confining its 
inquiries strictly to the schedule assigned it, and keeping it aloof 
from all irrelevant and irritating discussions. It should not be 
invested with any other prerogatives than those which it now 
possesses, nor complicated with any duties pertaining to Quar- 
terly Conferences; and the business pertaining to it should be 
formulated in analogy with the directions given to Annual, Quar- 
terly, and Church Conferences. . 

While Quarterly Conferences should retain their present sched- 
ule of duties, it would contribute to the completeness of their 
functions to require that their journals be submitted to the regu- 
lar review of the Annual Conferences, in order to correct admin- 
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istrative and clerical errors, and insure accuracy and uniformity 
in their records. ~ 

The Church Conference, though operative to a limited extent, 
yet as a Connectional institution, has not fully realized the object 
of its enactment. It possesses elements of great utility, and we 
trust that our preachers and people will earnestly codperate to 
make it a blessing to the Church. 

We report with unfeigned pleasure the success of the measurcs 
adopted by the last General Conference with the view of estab- 
lishing fraternal relations between the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The pro- 
ceedings inaugurating these measures need not now be repeated. 
They are familiar to all present. At that session the following 
resolutions were adopted, viz.: 

“J. That the General Conference has received with pleasure 
the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, con- 
veyed by their delegates, and that our College of Bishops be, and 
are hereby, authorized to appoint a delegation, consisting of two 
ministers and one layman, to bear our Christian salutations to 
their next ensuing General Conference. 

“2. That in order to remove all obstacles to formal fraternity 
between the two Churches, our College of Bishops is authorized 
to appoint a commission, consisting of three ministers and two 
' laymen, to meet a similar commission authorized by the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, and to adjust all existing difficulties.” 

In accordance with the first of these resolutions, the Rev. Lovick 
Pierce, the Rev. James A. Duncan, and Dr. Landon C. Garland, were 
appointed fraternal messengers. It was a matter of profound 
regret that the venerable chairman of that delegation was not 
permitted, on account of bodily infirmity, to participate in that 
memorable transaction. The previous history and the existing 
voice of the Church seemed to demand his presence. The hand 
of God denied us the privilege. Though absent, he placed his 
testimony on record, in a communication worthy of his mission 
and his fame. With what fidelity and honor the other members 
of the delegation performed their duty needs no commendation 
from us. The dignity and the responsibility of the occasion were 
fully met, and their response has been accepted as the utterance 
of the Church. It casts a shadow of darkness over these pleasant 
recolleetions that one of the actors on that occasion, and one of 
the brightest ornaments of the Church, did not long survive 
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his. greatest achievement. He was suddenly stricken down by 
death while yet in the meridian of his manhood and his uscful- 
ness. 

In accordance with the second resolution, the Rev. Edward H. 
Myers, the Rev. Thomas M. Finney, the Rev. R. K. Hargrove, 
Tion. R. B. Vance, and Hon. David Clopton, were appointed a 
commission, on our part, to meet a similar commission appointed 
by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
These two commissions met, by agreement, at Cape May, August, 
1876. After a session of several days, characterized by devout 
supplication for the divine blessing, a due appreciation of the 
pending issue, and the exercise of becoming Christian candor, 
they adopted with entire unanimity, as the basis of reconciliation, 
the true ecclesiastical status of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. This essential factor solved the problem of “formal fra- 
ternity,’’ and led to the conclusion which was hailed by the 
Church as the settlement of the questions submitted to their arbi- 
tration. The terms authorizing these commissions were fulfilled, 
and accordingly their action in the premises must be considered 
final. The transaction of those commissions, as the historical 
and official exponent of the present reciprocal relations of the 
two great branches of American Methodism, is invested with 
peculiar significance. It illustrates also before the world the 


genius of the gospel, and especially the filial affection which | 


should ever pervade and animate two families descended from 
the same parent stock. 

It is one of those inscrutable dispensations of Divine Provi- 
dence which constantly remind us of the contrast between the 
greatness of his design and the frailty of human instruments, 
and which admonishes us to “rejoice with trembling,” that one 
who performed so conspicuous a part in the formal pacification of 
Northern and Southern Methodism, and which embalms _ his 
memory, should, immediately after its consummation, have fallen 
i victim and a martyr to his pastoral fidelity. Dr. Edward H. 
Myers sleeps in an honored grave. His associates survive to 
recall his piety and his heroism, and to enjoy the approbation 
which their services deserved. The whole Church mourns his 
loss. ‘Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the 
children of God.” The report of our commissioners will be laid 
before you in due time. 

. The most impressive duty devolved upon the College of Bish- 
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ops by the last General Conference was contained in the following 
resolution, viz.: 

“ Resolved, That the Bishop who may visit the Pacific Confer- 
ence during the next quadriennium, if deemed advisable by the 
College of Bishops, also visit our Mission in China, and ordain 
any native preachers who may be recommended by our mission- 
aries in the field.” _ f 

We have discharged that duty. Bishop Marvin was selected to 
fulfill that arduous and responsible errand. Having completed 
the tour of Annual Conferences on the Pacific Coast, in company 
with his associate, the Rev. E. R. Hendrix, he embarked for 
his destination, at San Francisco, November 1, 1876. After a 
prosperous voyage he arrived at Shanghai, December 14. Ata 
Conference held for the Mission in Shanghai, December 22—the 
Bishop presiding—four native preachers were elected to deacon’s 
orders, and two of the four were elected to elder’s orders. On 
Sunday, December 24, these candidates were ordained by the 
Bishop to the respective orders to which they had been elected. 

This solemn event was a memorable epoch in the history of the 
Mission. It reminds us of apostolic times in its simple grandeur 
and spiritual power. It was the seal and benedictiom of the 
Holy Ghost upon the far-distant children of the mother Church 
through one of her General Superintendents. Bishop Marvin 
visited the several Mission-stations in China. His presence and 
counsels were of incalculable benefit to the missionaries and to 
the converts, and the information which he has imparted to the 
Church at home concerning the special field of his visitation, and 
various others, during his extended tour, has enriched the annals 
of the Church with larger conceptions and a more hallowed 
appreciation of foreign missionary enterprise. He proved him- 
self fully equal to the extraordinary embassy assigned him, and 
his name is inscribed upon its imperishable monument. 

It is eminently proper that we should refer, in this connection, 
to a trust committed to him and his associate by the College of 
Bishops and the Board of Foreign Missions, under the assumed 
warrant of the Gseneral Conference, that they should, on their 
return, attend the ensuing session of the British Wesleyan Con- 
ference, in the city of Bristol, and represent the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, in that patriarchal body. ‘They were present 
at that session, were duly recognized, and in an able and lucid 
address the Bishop set forth the claims of Southern Methodism toa 
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coordinate position amongst the Wesleyan families, and requested 
that a deputation be sent from them to the present General 
Conference. In lieu thereof, we are informed that a written com- 
munication has been sent, which in due time will be transmitted 
to you. 

With emotions too deep for utterance, it is our solemn duty, 
officially, to announce to you the death of the honored and beloved 
colleague whose missionary tour we have just reported. He is not 
here, as we fondly hoped, to recount his own labors. He has fin- 
ished his course. He has resigned his commission into the hands 
of his adorable Master. Endowed with exalted abilities, a true 
soldier of the cross, a faithful servant of the Church, he retired at 
noon from the battle-field by the command of his Captain, ‘and 
has gone to join “the general assembly and Church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven.” That so bright and shining 
a light should have been so suddenly quenched is one of those 
problems which await solution in the world to come. His death 
produced a shock throughout the entire Church, and she will not 
willingly let his memory perish. 

The interest involved in the Publishing House, the perils 
through which it has passed since the last. General Conference, 
and its continued embarrassment, have made it an object of 
general solicitude. The Bishops have shared in that solicitude, 
and have exerted their influence to sustain its reputation. Inas- 
much as its vicissitudes are well known, and as a complete state- 
ment of its affairs will be presented to you by the Agent. we will 
not anticipate his report by any details. Our remarks will be 
general. We have never ceased to attach great importance to 
the Publishing House as the most available agency for utilizing 
the power of the press for the cause of Christ, for circulating our 
unadulterated views of scriptural truth, and for strengthening 
the bond of Connectional interests amongst our widely-dispersed 
denomination. We cannot accomplish our mission, as a Church, 
in the present age, without it, or its equivalent. Its loss would be 
greater than that of property or financial credit. 

With these views, charged with the oversight of the spiritual 
and temporal interests of the Church, though not specifically 
authorized: to codperate, we complied with a special request to 
meet in consultation with the Book Committee, in the city of . 
Nashville, December, 1876, upon the pending erisis of the Pub- 
lishing House. After patient investigation, and by request of 
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the committee, we issued an appeal to the Church to raise sixty 
thousand dollars for its immediate relief. At our regular meet- 
ing in May last, in the city of Nashville, not quite half that 
amount had been realized. In the subsequent report of the Book 
Agent, and of the Book Committee, we reindorsed the former 
appeal. At the ensuing Annual Conferences we individually 
repeated our efforts in the same direction. We regret to say that 
the responses have not yet met the demand, and that the embar- 
rassment has not been removed. The condition and affairs of 
the Publishing House will constitute one of the principal sub- 
jects for your deliberation. We earnestly hope that some measure 
will be adopted to save to the Church that great institution, and 
to perpetuate the benefits of its publications on a firm basis and 
a wider scale than ever. 

We have received from a committee, authorized by the last 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a com- 
munication which cannot fail to arrest your attention and awaken 
your interest. That committee was instructed to consider the 
subject of an Ecumenical Methodist Conference. They were 
empowered to speak for and in the name of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, to correspond with the various 
Methodist bodies in the world, and endeavor to arrange for said 
Conference, to be held at such time and place as may be judged 
most advisable, in order to consider topics relating to the position, 
work, and responsibility of Methodism for the world’s evan geliza- 
tion. This communication comes to you from that General Con- 
- ference through its committee. It proposes a call for a represent- 
ative council of every Methodist organization throughout the 
world. It assigns the reason and sets forth the advantages of 
such a Pan-Methodistic Convention in forcible terms, and solicits 
your favorable response. 

We confess that we are impressed with the moral grandeur and 
the possible utility of such a movement. There are not less, the 
document assures us, than twenty-four different ecclesiastical 
organizations of Methodists, numbering upward of four millions 
of members, thirty thousand itinerant and sixty thousand local 
preachers, holding the true Arminian doctrine, and maintaining, 
more or less, the same usages. It would be an inspiring and 
profitable occasion to meet their representatives on the grand 
platform of a common Methodism, and consider the relations 
of these organizations to each other, to the universal Church, to 
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the conversion of heathen nations, and to the times in which we 
live. It would strengthen each other’s hands, cement the bond 
of denominational brotherhood, and consolidate the Methodistie 
forces for their proper position in the sacramental host of God’s 
elect. 

The communication referred to will be transmitted to you by 
the President of the College of Bishops, and we invoke a careful 
consideration of it. 

We avail ourselves of this occasion to offer you several sugges- 
tions in respect to your legislative functions. We are much more 
concerned about the recognition of a great principle of true pol- 
icy than about additional,enactments; that is, when the exist- 
ing form of government is salutary and successful, the less the 
legislation the better. 

Our economy, as a whole, is so thoroughly the result of careful 
experiment and diligent study, and, withal, so homogeneous, that 
little or nothing more is necessary than to give it consistency, to 
extend its aaaptations, and to increase its executive efficiency. 
It behooves us to guard against that reckless spirit of innovation 
so characteristic of our age, which, in conformity with captivating 
theories, invades even the sanctuary of God, and strives to upset 
established maxims and cherished convictions, as though govern- 
ment had no foundation in the authority which created it, and is 
nothing more than the aggregate opinions of those who represent: 
times ‘in which they live. Above all does it behoove a Church 
distinguished by such a history as ours to maintain its moor- 
ings in the solid stratum of its well-tried polity, and not to seek 
anchorage in the uncertain sands of some tempting hypothesis. 
The great want of modern Methodism is not new laws, but the 
new life of its original baptism retained and perpetuated. Were 
its government to reach ideal perfection without this requisition, 
it would be but the ghostly shadow of the extinct reality. To 
subserye this behest is the great object and end of all ecclesiast- 
ical legislation. 

In strict conformity with this fundamental principle of con- 
struction, we commend to your consideration the following special 
suggestions: 

1. That the law restricting the number of charges in a Pre- 
siding Elder’s District to fourteen be so changed as to admit of . 
a larger number when, in the judgment of the presiding Bishop, 
it shall be deemed expedient. In the majority of instances, the 
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present limitation is entirely sufficient. In some cases it could 
not be judiciously reached at all; in others, it could be tran- 
scended with advantage to the Church, without invalidating the 
true intent and efficiency of the Presiding Elder's office, the full 
force of which is indispensable to the vigorous operation of our 
form of government. 

2. That in the formation of new Annual Conferences, by the 
division of older ones, not only the authority to divide be granted 
by the General Conference, but the act of division be, in every 
instance, consummated by that body during its session, and be 
not left to the contingent action of Annual Conferences during 
the interval of the General Conference. The evils which arise 
from local and personal preferences would thus, in a great meas- 
ure, be prevented. It would be better to remit proposed divisions, 
of doubtful propriety, to a future General Conference than to 
commit the result to a lower tribunal, and to the hazards of inter- 
nal agitation, and an unequal distribution. ; 

3. The facility with which Annual Conferences create supernu- 
meraries is a growing evil, and ought to be abated. The relation 
of supernumeraries is unquestionably abused, by constituting it 
a mere convenience for disposing of otherwise impracticable 
cases, and even putting into it those who have not reached the 
eldership in their ministry, some of whom finally pass, without 
merit, into the legitimate class of the superannuated, who have 
“borne the burden and heat of the day.” We would recommend 
the adoption of some measure for lessening this abuse. 

4. It would, in our judgment, promote the efficiency of the eld- 
ership, in the itinerant ministry, to adopt a post-graduate course 
of reading, to follow immediately that which now ends with the 
graduation of elders, with the view of directing the inquiries of 
our young preachers, and cultivating their habits of study. It is 
a lamentable fact that many of them, after having attained the 
grade of elders, cease to study altogether, or do it at random, 
and fail to realize the promise of their earlier years. This course 
could be profitably adopted as a useful directory, without the 
exaction of examinations. 

5. The law with respect to receiving members into the Church 
is, in many cases, too loosely administered. The door is not suffi- 
ciently guarded. Inasmuch as all who are received into the 
Church enter into full status as members, the reasons for the pre- 
cautionary directions laid down in the Discipline are augmented. 
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Many of our preachers in charge are inexperienced, and others, 
in the fullness of their zeal, are too anxious to secure the fruits 
of their labors by inconsiderate and unsuitable accessions. By 
thesé and other means improper persons are sometimes taken 
into the Church, the results of which are pregnant with evil. 

6. In such changes of the Discipline as you may see fit to make, 
we would respectfully call your attention to the character of that 
portion of it which pertains to the organization of your own body. 
The introduction of lay delegation was a material reconstruction 
of the General Conference; and involving, as it was believed, 
constitutional questions, the whole measure was subjected to con- 
stitutional treatment. After receiving a majority of two-thirds 
of the General Conference of 1866; it was sent round to the 
Annual Conferences, and, receiving three-fourths of all the votes 
cast, was adopted as a complete system. This fact places the 
structure of the General Conference, by necessary implication, 
under constitutional protection and restriction. The relative 
composition of the body, and the power of its constituent parts, 
can hardly be regarded as statutory. The conditions and limita- 
tions with which lay delegation became an organic law of the 
Church may not be so easily changed as mere statutory laws are 
changed. 

7. By the blessing of God, besides attending a large number 
of District Conferences, we have been enabled to hold all the 
Annual Conferences during the last four years. If we should 
not be expected to attend so many of the District Conferences, as 
heretofore, we see no reason why, with one additional Bishop, 
the present number of Bishops would not be able to discharge all 
the duties of the General Superintendency during the next four 
years. With this statement, we leave the subject to your godly 
judgment. 

Allow us to urge upon you the propriety of abbreviating your 
session. Let us observe the apostolic maxim, “Not slothful in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” There is, as you 
are aware, a marked distinction between hurry and haste. What 
you do, do well. Let us waste no time, but redeem it, because 
the days are evil. Patiently performing your duties, the Church 
will be benefited. Delay will curtail the benefit, and deprive 
your charges of a portion of your valuable time. 

And now, dear brethren, “we commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace.” Great responsibilities rest upon you. You 
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have assembled, not as secular bodies, nor as political partisans, 
but under the solemn sanctions of Christ’s kingdom. Not the 
affairs of State, but those of the Church of God, are in a measure 
committed to your hands. The spiritual welfare of the present 
and coming generations is the subject of your deliberations. 
Heaven, earth, and hell, are spectators of your proceedings. You 
need an eye single to the glory of God, and a body full of light. 
You need the presence of Christ and the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering: 
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing from the Lord.” 
We are, dear brethren, your servants for Jesus’ sake, 
Rosert PAINE, 
' Grorce F. Pierce, 
Hussarp H, Kavanaveu, 
Wiriiam M. WicHTMAN, 
Davin S. Doaaerrt, 
Hoiianp N. MoTyerre, 
JoHN C. KEENER. 
On motion of J. E. Edwards, 
Resolved, 1. That.-so much of the Bishop’s Address as relates to 


‘our institutions of learning be referred to the Committee on 


Education. 

2. That somuch thercof as relates to Sunday-schools be referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools. | 

8. That the portion of the Address which relates to our mis- 
sionary work be referred to the Committee on Missions. 

4. That so much as relates to District and Quarterly Confer- 
ences be referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

5. That so much of the Address as refers to Fraternal Rela- 
tions be referred to a committee hereafter to be raised on Fra- 
ternal Relations; and that so much as relates to the proposed 
Ecumenical Conference be referred to the same committee. 

6. That so much of the Address as relates to the Publishing 
House at Nashville be referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 

7. That the suggestions in conclusion, as to additional legisla- 
tion, be referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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8, That so much as relates to the election of Bishops be 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

On motion of J. EK. Evans, 

Resolved, 1. That so much as refers to sinful amusements, 
family prayer, class-meetings, and kindred subjects, be referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

2. That so much as refers to the appointment of Bishop Mar- 
vin to visit our Missions in China, and the Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference in England, and to his much lamented death, be 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

On motion of A. S. Andrews, 

Resolved, That so much of the Address as refers to Conference 
boundaries be referred to the Committee on Boundaries, 

On motion of R. A. Young, the Address was ordered to be pub- 
lished in the Daily Christian Advocate, and other Church papers. 

Bishop Paine then presented a communication which he had 
received from Bishops Simpson and Ames, and others, a commit- 
tee of the M. HE. Church, favoring an Ecumenical Conference. 

The communication was read, and, on motion of W. L. Nugent 
and C. K. Marshall, it was referred to a special committee of 
five, appointed by the Chair, as follows: L. M. Lee, N. H. D. 
Wilson, R. A. Alexander, W. L. Nugent, A. G. Stitt. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That Dr. Redford be requested to deliver to the Com- 


mittee on Publishing Interests the Record of the Book Commit-- 


tee at Nashville. B. Craven, 
W. F. Kornee@ay. 

A. H. Redford presented the stereotype-plate stock account, 
and the analysis of the business of the Publishing House from 
1866 to 1877, by Mr. Dempsey Weaver, a member of the Book 
Committee, which were referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 

D.C. Kelley presented a memorial concerning the Woman’s 
Missionary Society, and Reports of the Board of Missions, and a 
picture of the Conference held by Bishop Marvin in China—all 
of which were referred to the Committee on Missions. 

J. A. Miller, a clerical delegate from the Louisiafia Conference, 
appeared and took his seat. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benedic- 
tion by the Bishop. 
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Saturday Morning, May 4, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the 
chair. 

R. A. Alexander conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. 

G. W. Frazer, lay delegate from Florida Conference; F A: 
Conner, lay delegate from South Carolina Conference; N. W. 
Dozier, lay reserve from South Georgia Conference; E. H. 
Pottle, lay delegate from North Georgia Conference; L. M. 
Smith and F. Law, lay delegates from Alabama Conference, 
appeared and took their seats. 

W. H. Wheeler took the place of S. M. McGehee on the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The Chair called for the Reports of Standing Committees. 
There were none. . 

The Reports of Special Committees were called for. , 

D. C. Kelley presented Report No.1 of the Committee on Mis- 
sions, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 

Your committee beg leave to report the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Rev. E. R. Hendrix be requested, at some time 
during the session of this General Conference, to deliver an 
address on Women in Heathendom—together with the oppor- 
tunities and duties of Christian women for their evangelization. 

Resolved, That the chairman of this committee be requested to 
arrange with the Committee on Public Worship as to time and 
place for this address, and a suitable programme for the occasion. 

D. C. Kgetiey, Chairman. 

J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing 
Interests, presented the following paper, which was read, and 
the request contained in it was granted: 

On joint motion of Drs. Potter and Finney, the chairman was 
directed to ask of the General Conference leave to present to it, 
for purpose of reference to this committee, the investigation 
made by the expert, Mr. Litton, of the books of the Publishing 
House, and the history of the Southern Methodist Publishing 
House as written by Dr. J. B. McFerrin, and other similar papers; 
and that Dr. A. H. Redford, the Book Agent, be requested to 
appear before this committee at its next meeting, with any docu- 
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ments pertaining to the matters now before the committee, in 
regard to the Publishing House, which he may deem suitable and 
necessary. J. E. Coss, Secretary. 

Committee Room, May 8, 1878. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publishing Interests be, and 
it is hereby, authorized to call for any persons or papers necessary 
to the thorough investigation of the affairs of the Book Concern. 

P. A. PETERSON, 
W. E. Wales, 
PauLt WHITEHEAD. 

The Chair called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

The Conferences were called in their order, and the following 
responded: 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—D. Thomas presented a memorial 
from Union Charge, Lewisburg District. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Vireinta ConrERENCcE.—W. W. Bennett presented a memorial 
_of the Virginia Conference, recommending—1l. Change of Disci- 
pline in regard to Presiding Elders’ Districts. 2. Change of 
Discipline on Trial of Ministers. 3. Change of Discipline on the 
Third Restrictive Rule on the basis of representation in the 
General Conference. 4. On Division of Church-property when 
charges are divided. 5. On the Powers of Appellate Courts. 6. 
Recommending the appointment of Conference Evangelists. 
The first and sixth items were referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy; and the second, third, fourth, and fifth, to aie Committee 
on Revisal. 

L. M. Lee see eh a petition from Trinity Chidechs Rich- 
mond, favoring the abolition of the Presiding Elders’ office. 
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also another from 
Trinity Church, Richmond, favoring the removal of the temporal 
restriction in regard to the pastoral term. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

Hotston Conrerence.—F. Richardson presented a memorial of 
that Conference concerning Foreign Missions. Referred to the 
Committee on Missions. Also one on the Installation of Stew- 
ards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on the 
change of the name of the Church. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. Also one on preparing a Course of Study for Local 
Preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
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G. Stewart presented a petition from Stony Creek Church, 
Sinking Creek Circuit, Baltimore Conference, asking to be trans- 
ferred to the Pearisburg Circuit, Holston Conference. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Norra Caroiina ConFERENCE.—B. Craven presented a memo- 
rial from that Conference on its division. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

SourH CaroLina ConrerENcE.—A. M. Shipp presented a memo- 
rial from that Conference, asking a change of Discipline, Chap. V., 
Sec. 5, page 122, in regard to the organization of Sunday-schools. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on licensing 
local preachers, and on preparing a course of study for them. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on the cost of 
books at the Publishing House. Referred to the Committee on 
Publishing Interests. 

Misstssipp1 CONFERENCE.—C. G. Andrews presented a memorial 
from that Conference on licensing local preachers, and preparing 
a course of study for them. Referred to the Committee on Re- 
visal. J. A. Ellis presented a memorial from Enterprise Circuit, 
favoring the abolition of District Conferences, Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Norra Mississrpp1 CONFERENCE.—H. W. Foote presented a peti- 
tion from that Conference, and petitions of citizens of Mississippi 
and Alabama, praying for a change of boundaries between the 
North Mississippi and North Alabama Conferences. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

|TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.—D. C. Kelley presented a memorial 
from W. G. Dorriss, on education of colored people. Referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

Kentucky Conrerence.—C. W. Miller presented a petition, 
signed by himself, in regard to the appointment of local preach- 
ers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also a memorial in 
regard to a change of Discipline in the order of business of a 
Quarterly Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

H. P. Walker presented a memorial from the Kentucky Con- 
ference on the appointment of Sunday-school superintendents, 
Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

LoviIsvILLE ConFERENCE.—A. H. Redford presented a memorial 
from Henderson Station, on ‘the publication, in cheap form, of 
eertain parts of the Discipline. Referred to the Committee on 
Publishing Interests. 
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Sr. Lovis Conrerrnce.—J. W. Lewis presented a memorial from 
Salem District Conference, on the constitution of District Confer- 
ences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also a memorial 
from Centenary Church, St. Louis, on extension of the pastoral 
term. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also a petition 
of St. Louis Conference, on installation of stewards. Referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

John Hogan presented a memorial from the stewards of the 
late Carondelet Station, asking if Bishops and Presiding Elders 
have the right to ignore a pastoral charge. John Hogan moved 
to refer it to the Committee on Itinerancy. This motion was lost, 
by a vote of 110 to 121. On motion of J. E. Edwards, it was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Mempuis ConFERENCE.—W. T. Harris presented a memorial on 
the course of study for local preachers. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. 

Souru-weEst Missourr Conrerence.—T. M. Cobb presented a 
memorial from Neosho District, on the duties of Presiding Eld- 
ers, Recording Stewards, and District Conferences. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. Also a memorial from Little Osage 
Circuit, in relation to a certain legacy. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Missourt ConrerEnce.—W. M. Rush presented a memorial from 
Hannibal District, on stewards. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. Also one on the support of the ministry. Referred to 
the Committee on Finance. Also one from Mexico District, on 
boundaries. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Denver ConFrerENce.—D. Morton presented a memorial from 
Denver Conference, asking for division of that Conference. 
Referred to Committee on Boundaries. Also one from Montana 
District Conference, asking for the division of the Denver Con- 
ference. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Lirtir Rock Conrrrence,—A. R. Winfield presented a memo- 
rial from Little Rock Conference, in regard to a Church Exten- 
sion Society. Referred to the Committee on Missions. Also a 
memorial from the same Conference on publishing a cheap hymn- 
book. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Texas ConrerENnce.—H. V. Philpott presented a petition from : 
a local preacher of Chappell Hill Station, on lay delegation. 
Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Paciric Conrertnce.—J. C. Simmons presented a memorial 
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from Visalia District, on the election of delegates to Annual and 
General Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

ILLinoIs ConFERENCE.—C. Murchison presented a memorial from 
Illinois Conference, on the change of the name of the Conference. 
On motion of O. P. Fitzgerald, it was referred to a special com- 
mittee of thirteen, to whom all similar subjects shall be referred. 

On motion of R. N. Price, the memorial from Holston Confer- 
ence, on the change of the name of the Church, was transferred 
to the committee of thirteen. 

C. Murchison presented a memorial on division of the Illinois 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also a memorial from Trustees of E. M. College, on Church 
education. Referred to the Committee on Education. 

W. J.T. Miller, lay delegate from North Carolina Conference, 
appeared and took his seat. 

The following resolutions were presented, read, and adopted: 

A. Hunter and others offered a resolution, asking the Commit- 
tee on Revisal to inquire into the expediency of allowing lay 
members to participate in all the business of Conferences. 

Three resolutions of T. J. Magruder and others, asking the 
Committee on Sunday-schools to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the Discipline, Chap. V., Sec. 5, Ans. 1, by inserting “or 
adult persons”—to provide for the attendance of children on 
public worship, and enlarging the Sunday School Magazine. , 

A resolution of J. E.. Edwards and Thos. Branch, asking the 
Committee on Revisal to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the Discipline, Chap. VI., Sec. 1, on the Trial of a Bishop. 

A resolution of L. M. Wilson and J. EK. Edwards, asking the 
Committee on Revisal to inquire into the propriety of amending 
Ans. 1, See. 1, Chap. IL., by inserting the words “next preceding.” 

On motion of N. H. D. Wilson and B. Craven, it was — 

Resolved, That daily, immediately after the call for memorials, 
the roll of the Conferences shall be called for resolutions which 
the members wish to submit and have referred to the Standing 
Committees, and that the call begin now. 

On motion of W. G. Veal, it was ordered that resolutions be 
referred without vote, unless objection be made. 

J.B. Edwards and Paul Whitehead offered a resolution, instruct- 
ing the Committee on Revisal to inquire into the expediency of 
so altering the Discipline, Chap. IIL, Sec. 4, Ans, 3 to Ques. 1, page 
75, as to strike out the words “and that the General Rules be 
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read at least once a year in every Congregation,” and the striking 
out of the question, ““Have the General Rules been read?’’ on 
page 59. 

P. Whitehead and P. A. Peterson offered a resolution concern- 
ing committees of investigation. sdeaphar gine to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

P. A. Peterson and A. R. Winfield offered a resolution ieee: 
cating the representation of an Annual Conference in the Gen- 
eral Conference by one not a member of the Annual Conference. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

L. S. Reed and R. N. Sledd offered a resolution on the basis of 
representation in the General Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

J. E. Edwards and L. 8. Reed offered a resolution favoring the 
reduction of the time of the probation for deacon’s orders to one 
year, Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. H. Brunner and P. Gallagher offered a resolution on the 
ratio of representation in the General Conference. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

W. H. Bobbitt and others offered a resolution on the election 
of lay delegates to the General Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

J. E. Evans and S. Rodgers offered a resolution in regard to 
“suspension” and other matters. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

C. K. Marshall and T. L. Mellen offered a resolution that a 
committee of nine be appointed to consider the propriety of hav- 
ing compiled an abridged hymnal for the use of the M. E. Church, 
South. The resolution was adopted, and the committee of nine 
was ordered to be appointed by the Bishops. 

H. P. Walker and J. W. Fitch offered resolutions in regard to 
catechumenical classes. Referred to.the Committee on Episco- 
pacy. 

P. P. Ellis and A. T. Winsor offered a resolution on a certificate 
of membership in Sunday-schools. Referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-schools. 

P. P. Ellis and T. M. Cobb offered a resolution on developing a 
missionary spirit in Sunday-schools. Referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-schools. 

C. F. Harvey and J. J. Roberts offered a resolution favoring a 
change in Ques. 8, Sec, 4, Chap. IT., of the Discipline, “ What has 
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been raised the present quarter for other objects?” Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

C. F. Harvey and J. J. Roberts offered a resolution on the 
appointment of stewards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. H. Dye, A. R. Winfield, and J. E. Evans, offered a resolution 
on dispensing with committees of investigation in certain cases. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. H. McLean and others, on change of boundaries of Little 
Rock and North Texas Conferences. Referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

I. G. John and A. W. Wilson offered a resolution favoring the 
allowing of one local preacher, at least, in the delegation to the 
General Conference from every Annual Conteneues: Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

W.G. Veal and J. D. Shaw offered a resolution on the ratio of 
representation in the General Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

R. Abbey, special agent for the prosecution of the claim of the 
Publishing House in Congress, presented his report relating to 
this subject, which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Publishing Interests. 

A communication from the Bishops of the Colored M. 8, 
Church in America was presented by Bishop MecTyeire, read, and 
referred to the Committee on the Ecumenical Conference, 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 6, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by W. M. Burnett. 

The Minutes. were read, corrected, and approved. 

The list of Conferences was called, and J. D. Blackwell, cler- 
ical, and R. Pollard, lay delegate, of the Virginia Conference; N. 
T. Lupton, J. L. Parkes, W. H. Morgan (reserve in place of S. A. 
Caldwell), lay delegates from the Tennessee Conference; A. B. 
Stark and J. L. Wheat, lay delegates from the Louisville Confer- 
ence; H. Clay Ewing, lay delegate from the South-west Missouri 
Conference; G. N. Lester, lay delegate from the North Georgia 
Conference, appeared and took their seats. 

R. A. Hardaway, lay delegate from the Alabama Conference, 
was substituted for S. H. Dent on the Committee on Missions. 
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and F. Law was substituted for R. A. Hardaway onthe Committee 
on Sunday-schools. . 

A. B. Stark, lay, of the Louisville Conference, was substituted 
for W. B. Harrison on the Committee on Education. J. J. Davis, 
lay delegate from the Florida Conference, was substituted for J. J. 
Dozier on the Committge on Sunday- schools, 

On motion of D.C. Kelley, chairman of the Committee on 
. Missions, the paper of the Holston Conference which had been 
referred to the Committee on Missions was transferred to the 
Committee on the Ecumenical Conference. 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and ndobted: as 
follows: 

REPORT NO. 1 ON REVISAL. 


‘The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report: 

That they have had under consideration a petition from the 
Salem District Conference of the St. Louis Annual Conference, 
asking that the number of laymen constituting the District Con- 
ference, and the method of their appointment, be fixed by the 
Discipline, and not left to the discretion of the Annual Confer- 
ence; and they respectfully recommend that this Conference do 
not concur, 

Also a memorial from the Quarterly Conference of Enterprise 
Circuit, Mississippi Conference, asking for the abolition of Dis- 
trict Conferences; and respectfully recommend non-concurrence. 

Also a memorial and petition, respectively, from the Holston 
and St. Louis Annual Conferences, asking for a form to be pro- 
vided in the Discipline for the public installation of stewards; 
and respectfully recommend-non-conecurrence. 

Also a memorial from the Hannibal District Conference of the 
Missouri Annual Conference, asking for the election in every 
circuit and mission of a “steward at large,” to be, ex officio, 
District Steward; and respectfully recommend that this Confer- 
ence do not concur. 

Respectfully submitted. J. KE. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

Reports of Special Committees were called for. There were 
‘none. 

The Chair then called for-petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

The list of Conferences was called. 
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BALTIMORE ConFERENCE.—J. 8. Martin presented a memorial 
from that Conference, favoring the expunction from the Disci- 
pline of the clause limiting Presiding Elders’ Districts to fourteen 
appointments. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also a 
memorial on the reidmission of expelled persons. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. Also a memorial on the transfer of 
territory from that Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Horsron ConFerRENcE.—A petition from Jefferson Circuit, dep- 
recating transfer from that Conference. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

Nortu CARoLina ConFERENCE.—A memorial from that Confer- 
ence, on adding Scripture proof to the Articles of Religion. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norru Groreia ConFERENCE.—J. Boring presented the appeal 
of David Nolan, who was expelled from that Conference. On 
motion of J, W. Hinton, the appeal was entertained. 

Mississippr CONFERENCE.—A petition from two members of the 
Conference on closing the doors of Annual Conferences during 
the examination of elders. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norra Mississtprt CoNFERENCE.—A. memorial from the Quar- 
terly Conference of Sardis Station, on the Presiding Eldership. 
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.—A memorial of that Conference on 
the election of stewards; one on the Presiding Eldership; one 
on lay delegation. All referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
Also one from the Quarterly Conference of Savannah Station, 
asking that Quarterly Conferences be required to present their 
Journals to the District Conferences for examination. Referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

LOUISVILLE CoNFERENCE.—A petition on Church trials and 
Quarterly Conference business. Referred to the Committee on 

* Revisal. 

Denver CONFERENCE.—The appeal of 8. J. Catlin for suspen- 
sion by that Conference was presented. On motion of S. W. 
Moore, it was entertained. 

East Texas ConrERENCE.—A memorial on change of boundary. 
Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

West Texas Conrrrence.—A memorial on the organization of 
a new Mexican Border Conference. Referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 
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The roll of Conferences was then called for the presentation of 
resolutions to be referred to Standing Committees. 
WesTERN VirGINIA ConFERENCE.—S. Black offered resolutions 


on the ratio of representation in the General Conference; on the 


expunction of the sixth Restrictive Rule; on the constitution of 
Annual Conferences; on the election of lay representatives in 
Quarterly Conferences; on the constitution and powers of Dis- 
trict and Quarterly Conferences, and classes; on the appoint- 
ment of leaders; on fasting before the admission of preachers 
into full connection; on the duties of preachers in charge; on 
transposing certain sections of the Discipline. All referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

NortH Caroiina ConreRENCcE.—E. A. Yates and J. D. Gid- 
dings offered resolutions on catechumenical instruction, and on a 
form for opening and closing Sunday-schools. Referred to the 
Committee on Sunday-schools. 

B. Craven offered resolutions on the licensing and trial of 
local preachers, and on reporting accessions to the Chureb. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also resolution concern- 
ing the Joint Board of Finance, and distribution of Conference 
funds. Referred to the Committee on Finance. Also on the 
Ecumenical Conference. Referred to the Committee on Ecumen- 
ical Conference. 


NortH GrorGIA ConFERENCE.—W. F. Cook and W. H. Potter 


offered a resolution on the expediency of organizing a Sunday- 
school Union. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Soutu Groreia ConrERENCcE.—J. B. McGehee and others offered 
a resolution on the organization and duties of District Confer- 
ences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on 
financial plans, opposing Church fairs, ete. Referred to the Com: 
mittee on Finance. 

J. B. McGehee and N. W. Dozier offered a resolution on a spe- 
cific rule concerning worldly amusements. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

J.O. A. Clark offered a resolution on the pastoral instruction of 
- children. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Resolutions were offered by J. W. Hunter and others, on the 
trial and appeal of preachers. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. On Domestic Missions and support of’ the ministry. 
Referred to the Committee on Missions. On the trial of local 
preachers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. On the size 
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of Presiding Elders’ Districts. Referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—J. W. Rush, S. H. Dent, and others, 
offered a resolution on ministerial relations. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

F. Law and H. D. Moore offered a resolution on the election of 
superintendents of Sunday-schools. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. . 

R.A. Hardaway and S. H. Dent offered a resolution on lay 
representation in the General Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

H. D. Moore and 8S. H. Dent offered a resolution on the pro- 
ceedings of Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

W. E. Wailes and J. W. Rush offered a resolution on the elec- 
tion of stewards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norte ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—J. H. Groce and J. B. Steven- 

“gon offered a resolution on fasting and eis Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Mississipp1 ConFERENCE.—R. Abbey aiid W. H. Watkins offered 
a resolution on the Church-membership of children. Referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

C. K. Marshall and C. D. Oliver offered a resolution fuvoring 
the publication of the History of the M. E. Church, South. 
Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

W. L. Nugent and J. A. Ellis offered three resolutions on 
the basis of representation. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

-T. L. Mellen, C. K. Marshall, and others, offered a resolution to 
secure the meeting of District Stewards in the District Confer- 
ences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Nort Mississipr1 ConreRENcE.—H. W. Foote and J, D. Cam- 
eron offered a resolution on the constitution of the General Con- 
ference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. Y. Murry, P. P. Ellis, and M. H. Neely, offered a resolution 
favoring the holding of a temperance meeting. Referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

Mempnis Conrerence.—T. L. Boswell and W. T. Harris offered 
a resolution favoring the restoration of the clause in the Disci- 
pline, “Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?” 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
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T. L. Boswell and A. H. Thomas offered a resolution on receiv- 
ing members. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—W. Mooney, J. B. Allison, and others, 
‘offered a resolution on the presidency of Quarterly Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Kentucky Conrerence.—H. P.* Walker and C. W. Miller 
offered a resolution on sending records of Quarterly Confer- 
ences to the Annual Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

H. P. Walker, J. W. Fitch, and others, offered a resolution on 
questions propounded by Annual Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

H. P. Walker and S. X. Hall offered a resolution on boundaries 
between the Kentucky and Louisville Conferences. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. , 

J. W. Fitch and S. X. Hall offered a resolution on the baptism 
of infants. Referred to the Committee on Revigal. 

Louisvitte Coynrerence.—A. H. Redford, N. H. Lee, and B. 
M. Messick, offered a resolution on the representation of local 
preachers and lay delegates in General Conference. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

W.S. Johnson and A. B. Stark offered a resolution on changing 
the General Rule in regard to drunkenness. Referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

N. H. Lee, A. H. Redford, and G. H. Hayes, offered a resolu- 
tion on the transfer of Shelbyville District from Kentucky to 
Louisville Conference. Referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

B. M. Messick and H. C. Settle offered a resolution on the 
business of Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

Souru-west Missourr Conrerence.—A. T. Winsor and P. P. 
Ellis offered a resolution on the relation of pastors to Sunday- 
schools. Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

M. Adkisson and T. M. Cobb offered a resolution on change of 
the order of business in Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Missourr ConrERENCE.—W. W. Jones and W. M. Rush offered 
a resolution on the duties of Bishops. On motion of J. E. Evans, 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

B. H. Spencer and T. M. Cobb offered a resolution on the mode 
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of publishing Episcopal decisions. On motion of H. F. Johnson, 
it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

J. D. Vincil presented a resolution of the Missouri Conference 
on revision of the Hymn-book. Referred to the Committee on 
the Hymnal. Also one on the Ecumenical Conference. Referred 
to the Committee on the Heumenical Conference. 

C. I. Vandeventer and P. P. Ellis, a resolution on the élec- 
tion of only one Bishop. Referred to the Committee on Hpis- 
copacy. 

W. O. Gray and P. P. Ellis, a resolution on representation in 
the General Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

P. P. Ellis and J. Y. Murry offered a resolution on amending 
the General Rule on buying and selling liquors. Referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

Nortu Texas ConFERENCE.—J. H. McLean, A. R. Winfield, and 
others, offered a resolution respecting the town of Texarkana. 
Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Texas CoNFERENCE.—D. H. Connally and R. W. Thompson 
offered a resolution on the duties of the Joint Board of Finance. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

West Texas Conrerence.—J. 8S. Gillett and P. C. Woods 
offered a resolution ona change of the constitution of the Board 
of Missions. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

J.S. Gillett and D. H. Connally offered a resolution on the 
reception of ministers and members from other Methodist bodies. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

H.S. Thrall and J. S. Gillett offered a resolution on readdjusting 
the boundaries between the West Texas and the North-west 
Texas Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J.S. Martin, 8. Rodgers, and A. W. Wilson, offered a resolution, 
“that after Monday, May 13, the call for memorials, petitions, and 
appeals, be discontinued for the remainder of the session of this 
General Conference.” 

A motion of E. A. Yates to lay on the table was lost, by a vote 
of 107 for, and 116 against. 

A motion of A. 8S. Andrews to amend, by adding the words 
“of the Conferences” after the word “call,” did not prevail. 

After considerable discussion, the resolution was adopted. 

A motion of J. HE. Evans to raise a special committee to whom 
certain constitutional questions may be referred, and not to the 
Committee on Revisal, did not prevail. 
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On motion of A. W. Wilson, it was ordered that they be referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

On motion of J. H. Edwards, Report No. 2 of the Committee 
on Credentials was taken up. 

The report was then read, also the amendment of S. Régester, 
which was under discussion on Friday, May 3, when it was sus- 
pended by the order of the day. 

J. W. Lewis, who had the floor at the time of the suspension, 
resumed his speech. At its close, S. Regester was allowed to 
withdraw his amendment. He offered the following substitute: 

Whereas, Logan D. Dameron, a lay delegate from the St. Louis 
Conference, is already enrolled; and whereas, the question of 
his eligibility to a seat in this General Conference is a question 
of the construction of law, in regard to which there is differ- 
ence of opinion among members equally conscientious and intel- 
ligent: 

Resolved, That the consideration of this question be indefinitely 
postponed. . 

C. R. Head moved to lay the substitute on the table. 

A motion of Thos. Branch, calling for the yeas and nays, was 
laid on the table. 

The motion to lay the substitute on the table prevailed, 163 for 
and 80 against. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the time was extended ten min- 
utes. ; 

W.L. Nugent moved'to recommit the report, with instructions. 

J. W. Hinton obtained the floor. 

The question was made the order of the day for Wednesday, May 
8, at 10 o’clock. 

The time of adjournment having ey Bishop Doggett 
announced the following committees: 

Committee on the Name of the Church: O. P. Fitzgerald, W. 
M. Rush, R. Alexander, A. W. Wilson, Andrew Hunter, C. Mur- 
chison, A. 8. Andrews, R. K. Hargrove, R. 8. Finley, E. E. Wiley, 
C. D. Oliver, H. F. Johnson, O. A. Darby. 

Committee on the Hymn-book: C. K. Marshall, S. S. Roszell, 
F. M. Kennedy, Joseph B. West, Joseph 8. Key, T. M. Finney, A. 
R. Winfield, A. G. Haygood, John D. Blackwell. 

Bishop McTyeire announced the Committee on the Appeal of 
D. Nolan—the Assistant Secretary, A. G. Haygood, to meet with 
the committee. 
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Committee on the Appeal of D. Nolan: S. Rodgers, L. S. Reed, 
T. 8S. Wade, Geo. Stewart, W. 8. Black, O. A. Darby, W. F. Cook, 
J. B. McGehee, 8S. W. Moore, W. A. McCarty, J. M. Boland, J. E. 
Cobb, J. A. Ellis, Wm. Murrah, W. T. Harris, J. B. Allison, J. W. 
Fitch, G. H. Hayes, T. M. Finney, M. Adkisson, W. W. Jones, TT. 
C. Downs, W. W. Smith, J. H. Walker, J. J. Roberts, J. M. Steel, 
E. N. Watson, M. H. Neely, R. W. Thompson, R. Alexander, T. 
Stanford, J. S. Gillett, J. B. A. Ahrens, W. B. Kavanaugh, J. C. 
Simmons, J. W. Compton, B. R. Hester. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and bene- 
diction by the Bishop. 


* 


Tuesday Morning, May 7, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 

Divine service was conducted by J. B. A. Ahrens. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

On motion of the Secretary, W. C. Johnson, reserve delegate 
from the Memphis Conference, was elected an assistant secretary, 
and also to assist the editor of the Daily Christian Advocate. 

Bishop Keener took the chair. 

He called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of J. E. Evans and N. H. D. Wilson, was adopted, as fol- 


lows: 
REPORT NO. 1 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy report: 

1. A paper containing resolutions asking for the preparation 
of a catechism for the baptized children of the Church, signed by 
H. P. Walker and J. W. Fitch, was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy, the consideration of which properly belongs to the 
Committee on Sunday-schools, and it is returned to the Confer- 
énce that it may be referred to that committee. 

2. The paper signed by W. W. Jones and W. M. Rush, asking 
for a law in the Discipline to determine how an Episcopal Dis- 
trict, being without a Superintendent, from any cause, should be 
provided for, was fully considered. The committee determined 
that no legislation was necessary. 

3. The paper signed by B. H. Spencer and T. M. Cobb, recom- 
mending change in the Discipline, so as to provide for publishing 
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Episcopal decisions as an appendix to the Discipline, was fully 
considered. The committee does not concur in the proposed 
change. S. Reeester, Chairman. 

8. S. Bryant, Secretary. 

J. S. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of J, E. Evans, acted upon item by item. 

Item 1 was taken up, read, and W. G. Veal moved its adop- 
tion. re 

W. M. Rush moved to amend by striking out “non.” 

On motion of HK. A. Yates, that motion was laid on the table. 
“A motion of J. B. McFerrin to lay the entire report on the 
table was lost. 

Item 1 was then adopted. 

Item 2 was taken up, and, on motion of J. D. Giddings, was 
adopted. : 

Item 3 was taken up, and J. E. Edwards moved to amend by 
striking out “non.’’ After some discussion, J. E. Evans moved 
the previous question—the motion prevailed—the question was 
put, on the amendment, which was lost. 

Item 3 was adopted. 

The report, as a whole, was then adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to report that they 
have carefully considered several papers referred to them with 
the following results, viz.: 

1. In the case of a petition from the Tennessee Conference, 
asking that the Discipline be so changed as “not to allow any 
preacher to exercise the office of Presiding Elder in any one Con- 
ference for more than four years consecutively,’ the committee 
respectfully recommend non-concurrence, 

2. In the case of a memorial from the Tennessee Conference, 
asking the General Conference “to declare all lay members of 
our financial boards ex officio members of their several Annual 
Conferences, with all the rights and privileges of other lay dele- 
gates,” the committee reeommend non-concurrence 

3. In the memorial from the Virginia Conference, asking “that 
the Bishops be empowered to appoint an evangelist to operate 
within the bounds of an Annual Conference, where in their judg- 
ment the necessities of the work demand such an agency, and 
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the Conference shall recommend the appointment,” your commit- 
tee recommend non-concurrence. 
Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

A motion of L. M. Lee, that no reports of Standing Commit- 
tees be acted upon till published, did not prevail. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Missions was presented by the 
chairman, D. C. Kelley, read, and laid on the table under the rule. 

J. HE. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and laid on the 
table under the rule. 

A paper signed by J. BE. Edwards and Thos. Branch, which had 
been referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools, on motion of 
J. S. Key, was transferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and, on motion 
of W. W. Garland, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON FINANCE. 


Your committee would respectfully report that they have had 
under consideration a resolution signed by D. H. Connally and 
R. W. Thompson, referred to said committee, as to the propriety 
of changing the latter portion of the first paragraph of See. 5, 
page 160, of the Discipline, on the organization of the Joint Board 
of Finance of the Annual Conferences, so that it shall read, “to 
hold their office until the expiration of four Conference-years;”’ 
and also a resolution of the North Carolina Conference upon the 
same subject, which was also referred to said committee; and 
have directed me to report that they recommend non-concurrence 
therein. Rost. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Winou, Secretary. 


The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

North Grorais Conrerence.—H. J. Adams presented a memo- 
rial from R. W. Bigham, W. T. Hamilton, and others, on Church 
papers. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Sourn Gzorera ConFeRENCcCE.—J. W. Hinton presented a peti- 
tion from the pastors and members of Methodist Churches in 
Savannah, Ga., asking for the appointment of an agent for the 
Wesley Monumental Church. 

J.O. A. Clark presented a memorial from the venerable Lovick 
Piercg, concerning said church. 


5 
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Both documents were read, referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, and ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 
A communication from the Hon. N. L. Angier, Mayor of the 
city of Atlanta, was presented by the Bishop, and read, as fol- 


lows: 
Mayor's Orricz, ATLANTA, GA., May 7, 1878. 


To the President of the General Conference M. E. Church, South. 

Rev. Sir:—Feeling our city highly honored, and especially 
fuvored, by the presence of so august an assemblage, it affords me 
‘great pleasure to transmit herewith a certified copy of a resolu- 
tion unanimously adopted by the General Council of Atlanta last 
night. Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. L. Anorer, Mayor. 
Councit CHuamBeErs, May 6, 1878. 

Resolved, by the General Council of the City of Atlanta, As there 
is now in session in this city the General Conference of the M. E. 
Church, South, one of the largest, most influential and intelligent 
bodies of men that have ever honored Atlanta with their pres- 
ence, composed as it is of ministers of the gospel, statesmen, 
lawyers, doctors, merchants, etc., that a cordial welcome and the 
freedom of the city are hereby extended to the members of said 
assembly, and that His Honor the Mayor be requested to com- 
‘municate the same to said body. 

Passed in Council. Frank T. Ryan, City Clerk. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted, 
by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we gratefully accept the freedom and hospi- 
talities of Atlanta, this day tendered by resolution communicated 
from the Mayor and General Council of the city; and that the 
Secretary of this Conference be directed to transmit to the 
Mayor and Council a copy of this resolution. 

P. A. Persrson, 
C. K. Marswatr, 

Nort ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Carrollton Circuit, deprecating the change of bound- 
ary prayed for by the North Mississippi Conference. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

A memorial signed by W. Baker, asking the restoration of the 
question, “ Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?” 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Sr. Lovrs Conrerence.—A memorial from James A. Lanins 
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and others, of St. Louis, concerning the rulings of Presiding 
Elders and Bishops, as touching and affecting the rights of indi- 
vidual membership in the M. E. Church, South. Referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

T. M. Finney presented a memorial from Iron Mountain Dis- 
trict Conference, protesting against the expunction of the tem- 
poral restriction of the ae term. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

DENVER CONFERENCE.—A petition of E. J. Stanley, Montana, 
praying for the organization of a new Conference. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A memorial of C. F. Harvey, and 
others, on paying the debt of the Publishing House. Referred 
to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Texas Conrerence.—A memorial from Texas Conference rela- 
tive to the boundary of that Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mitte on Boundaries. 

Nortu-west TExAs CoNFERENCE.—A memorial from North-west 
Texas Conference, deprecating the change of boundary prayed 
for by the Texas Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

ILuinois Conrerence.—C. Murchison presented an appeal of T. 
B. Harbin from his suspension for six months by that Confer- 
ence. The appeal was entertained. 

The Chair then called for resolutions in the order of the Con- 
ferences. 

BALTIMORE ConFERENCE.—P. H. Whisner and S. Rodgers offered 
a resolution on supernumerary and superannuated preachers. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on the examina- 
tion of candidates for admission on trial in Annual Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Vireinia ConFeRENCcE.—P. Whitehead and J. E. Edwards offered 
a resolution on the reidmission of expelled ministers and mem- 
bers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

R. N. Sledd, T. Branch, and L. 8. Reed, offered a resolution on 
the expediency of publishing a Quarterly Review. Referred to 
the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Norta Caroiina ConrerEence.—H. A. Yates and W. H. Bobbitt 
offered a resolution inquiring into the expediency of amending 
the Discipline on the tial of local preachers. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 


\ 
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B. Craven and A. W. Wilson offered a resolution favoring the 
publication of a Quarterly Review. Referred to the Committee 
on Publishing Interests. 

SourH CaRoLInA ConFERENCE.—A. M. Chrietzberg and O. A. 
Darby offered a resolution on the chairman of the Joint Board of 
Finance. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one on 
the order of business of Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

H. A.C. Walker and P. A. Peterson offered resolutions on sundry 
changes of Discipline. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norru Groreta Conrerence.—H. J. Adams and T. M. Meri- 
wether offered a resolution respecting the number of charges in 
Districts. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

H. J. Adams and J. C. Johnson offered a resolution on changes 
as to lay representation. Referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

W. F. Cook and J. W. Hinton offered a resolution favoring the 
election of two Secretaries of the Board of Missions. Referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

J.S. Key and J. Boring offered a resolution favoring the con- 
solidation of the two Boards of Missions, and the taking of but 
one collection. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

J.S. Key, J. B. McGehee, and others, offered a resolution dep- 
recating the multiplication of churches ona circuit. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

J. B. McGehee and J. A. Ellis offered a resolution on lay 
agency, for the relief of pastors from excessive table-serving. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Frortpa Conrrerence.—J. W. Taylor and G. W. Frazer offered 
a resolution inregard to District Stewards. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

A. A. Robinson and T. L. Boswell offered a resolution concern- 
ing Church trials. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

ALABAMA ConFERENCE.—W. A. McCarty and J. W. Rush offered 
resolutions respecting the trial of members. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also one on admitting preachers into 
full connection. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Mississippr ConrERENCcE.—J. A. Ellis and S. B. Watts offered a 
resolution on the distribution of Conference funds. Referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

H. F. Johnson and T. L. Mellen oftered a resolution on grant. 
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ing honorable location to preachers. Referred to the Committce 
on Revisal. 

T. L. Mellen and W. H. Watkins offered a resolution on the 
expediency of adding a question on Annual Conference business. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

,C. K. Marshall and C. G. Andrews offered a resolution urging 
a strict conformity to the directory in conducting public worship, 
and providing for the same. Referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests. 

Mempnis ConFrrence.—A. H. Thomas and T. L. Boswell offered 
a resolution on the term of the Presiding Eldership. Referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. Also one concerning District Stew- 
ards. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A. P. Warterfield and H. A. C. Walker offered a resolution con- 
cerning the collection of Presiding Elders’ salaries. Referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

D. G. Godwin and A. H. Thomas offered a resolution concern- 
ing trustees. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

S. W. Moore and W. W. Bennett offered a resolution on the 
expediency of revising the Hymn-book. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—D. C. Kelley presented a communi- 
cation from the Treasurer of the Board of Missions, concerning 
the bequest of J. T. Colvin. Referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. Also a communication from the Rev. J. W. Lambuth, 
Shanghai, China, which was ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. 

E. D. Patterson and C. R. Head offered a resolution on repre- 
sentation in the General Conference. Referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

Kentucky Conrerence. —C. W. Miller and H. P. Walker offered 
a resolution favoring the reaidjustment of Annual Conference 
questions. 

H. P. Walker and C. W. Miller offered a resolution concerning 
the trial of members. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

S. X. Hall and J. W. Fitch offered a resolution on making Pre- 
siding Elders members of Conference Mission Boards. Referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

LovisvILLE ConrerENcE.—A. H. Redford presented a statement 
of losses sustained by the Publishing House from 1858 to 1862. 
Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 
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J. Boring moved to suspend the order of business to allow him 
to move an order of the day for to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 

P. A. Peterson moved to amend by adding the words “to take 
up Report No. 2 of the Committee on Credentials.” This amend- 
ment was lost. 

A motion of W. O. Gray, to lay thé motion on the table, did not. 
prevail. 

A motion of H. J. Adams, to amend by substituting 11 o’clock, 
was laid on the table. 

The motion of J. Boring prevailed, and the Report No. 2 of 
the Committee on Credentials was made the order of the day for 
to-morrow at 10 o'clock. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, L. M. Lee, at his own request, in 
consequence of infirmity, was relieved from the Committee on the 
Ecumenical Conference, of which he was chairman, and Paul 
Whitehead was appointed in his place. 

Lovisvitte Conrerencr.—G. W. Beard and W. S. Johnson 
offered a resolution on the support of preachers. Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Littte Rock Conrerencr.—A. R. Winfield and C. D. Oliver 
offered a resolution requesting Dr. Pierce to give us his matured - 
views on Entire Sanctification in his sermon before the Confer- 
ence. 

Texas Conrerence.—H. V. Philpott, J. D. Giddings, and J. C. 
C. Winch, offered a resolution on the duties of Presiding Elders. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also one concerning lay 
representation in Annual Conferences. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—S. Rodgers and J. B. McFerrin offered 
a resolution referring to forms of Church records. Referred to 
the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

A motion of J. EH. Evans to suspend the roll-call for resolutions 
was laid on the table. 

S. F. Jones, lay delegate from Denver Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence. 

Bishop Pierce announced the substitution of H. V. Philpott for 
R. Alexander on the Committee on Appeals. 

The time was extended to allow Mr. Cupples to make a report 
of callections for the Marvin Memorial Fund. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Bishop. 
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Wednesday Morning, May 8, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by T. L. Boswell. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

W. H. Morrow, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference; 
John R. Pace, lay aelteate from the Virginia Conference, and’ 
Linus Parker, clerical delegate from the Louisiana Conference, 
appeared and took their seats. 

On motion of W. P. Harrison, the order of business was sus- 
pended to allow him to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the right of a delegate to a seat in this body 
should be determined by a majority of the whole Conference, 
and not by concurrent majorities of the clerical.and lay dele- 
gates voting separately. W. P. Harrison, 

W. F. Coox. 


W. L. Nugent called for a separate vote. 

EK. A. Yates moved the previous question. The motion pre- 

vailed. 

The call for a separate vote was sustained. 

Pending the action, the order of the day—being the consid- 
eration of the question of recommitting Report No. 2 of the 
Committee on Credentials, before the Conference at the time of 
adjournment Monday, May 6—having arrived, was taken up. 

J. W. Hinton, who had the floor, spoke against recommitment. 

He was followed by W. M. Rush, who spoke in favor of re- 
commitment. 

Pending his speech the time expired, but on motion of J. B. 
McFerrin, it was extended. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair during the speech of W. M.. 
Rush, and at its close Bishop Paine resumed it. 

J. O. A. Clark spoke for recommitment; S. H. Dent against. 
His time having expired, on motion of J. J. Davis, it was extended 
ten minutes, to allow him to close his speech. 

A. R. Winfield spoke for recommitment; P. A. Peterson 
against; J. B. McFerrin for; J. KE. Evans against. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

T. M. Meriwether moved to lay the motion to recommit on the 
table; the vote stood 106 for, 149 against, 

J. E. Evans moved the previous question—the motion was sus- 
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tained—the question was taken, and the motion to recommit 


prevailed. 

O. R. Blue, at his own request, on motion of A. R. Winfield, 
was excused from serving on the Committee on Credentials. 

Asa Holt, at his own reqnest, on account of an accident, on 
motion of J. H. McLean, was also excused from serving on said 
com mittee. 

On motion of J. D. Giddings, the Committee on Credentials was 
increased from seven to twenty-one. 

On motion of N. H. D. Wilson, the session was extended fifteen 
minutes. 

Thos. Branch, at his own request, was excused from serving on 
the Committee on Credentials. 

The following resolution offered by W. F. Cook was read, and 
on motion of 8. X. Hall, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Credentials be instructed by 
this Conference to inquire whether a court of equity can review 
the decision of a lower court where no bill of review has been 
filed for this purpose. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and on motion of 
L. M. Lee, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops be requested to commn- 
nicate their opinion upon the point whether it is competent for 
this General Conference to inquire into the facts of any Church 
trial which has taken place before any inferior tribunal, the decis- 
ion of which is not before the General Conference in the way of 
appeal. P. Wuaireneapd, 

W. W. BENNETT. 

The following resolution was then offered and read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Credentials be instructed to 


aR Pee 


consider whether the trial of L. D. Dameron was regular and in _ 


accordance with the law of the Church. 
W. M. eee. x 


B. H. SPENcER. 
Pending action on this resolution, the time expired, and Con- 
ference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, May 9, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by Linus Parker. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
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James M. Richards, lay delegate from North-west Texas Con- 
ference; Robert Paine, jr., lay delegate from North Mississippi 
Conference, and E. Y. MeMorris, lay reserve delegate in place of 
Price Williams, from Alabama Conference, appeared and took 
their seats. 

Leave of absence was granted to A. S. Andrews (to visit a sick 
member of his Church), W. J. Swain, lay delegate from North 
Texas Conference (on account of urgent business), and J. B. Mc- 
Bryde, lay delegate from Illinois Conference. 

The Chair announced the names of the members of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, as ordered yesterday, to wit: 

Committee on Credentials: 8. Regester, Chairman; W.H. Pot- 
ter, H. W. Foote, W. H. N. Magruder, H. F. Johnson, L. Parker, 
W. B. Harrison, Alpheus Wilson; P. Hamil, R. K. Hargrove, 
John Rodman, ©. W. Miller, J. H. Carlisle, J. D. Giddings, R. 
A. Hardaway, I. Hardeman, W. F. Easterling, Paul Whitehead, 
Thomas Stanford, R. Pollard, E. L. T. Blake. 
| K. L. T. Blake, at his own request, on account of sickness, was 
excused from serving on this committee, and another was to be 
appointed in his place. 

The Chair made some judicious remarks in regard to absten- 
tion from passion and the government by law and reason, which 
were well received by the members. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

A letter from the Rev. F. H. M. Henderson, Fraternal Messenger 
from the Methodist Protestant Church, was received and referred 
to the Committee on Introductions. 

The Chair then called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and on 
motion of J. D. Giddings, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy would respectfully report that a 
memorial, signed by James A. Lanius and others, of St. Louis, 
Mo., “concerning the rulings of Presiding Elders and Bishops, as 
touching and affecting the rights of individual membership in the 
M. E. Church, South,” was referred to this committee. 

Upon examination, it was found that no name of any Bishop 
was given, nor the case in which, the place where, or the time 
when, the irregularities complained of were stated to have 
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occurred; nor does the paper refer to any testimony by which its 
statements could be substantiated. 

The memorial is returned to your honorable body as being toc 
indefinite for any action thereon. S. Recrster, Chairman. 

S. S. Bryant, Secretary. 

J. S. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and on 
motion of J. B. McFerrin, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy respectfully report that they have 
had under consideration the memorial of the pastors and churches 
in Savannah, Georgia, and that of Rev. Dr. Lovick Pierce, on 
the Wesley Monumental Church, and, as the result of their delib- 
erations, respectfully ask the adoption of the following, viz. : 

Resolved, That the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, in General Conference assembled, at Atlanta, 
Georgia, May 9, 1878, indorse the Wesley Monumental Church at 
Savannah, Georgia, and commend it to Methodists the world 
over, as an enterprise eminently proper, and meeting our hearty 
approval. 

Resolved, That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, authorized, 
when they deem it expedient, to appoint an agent to represent 
this memorial church to Wesley, and solicit the aid of Methodists 
everywhere to bring it to an early completion. 

Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

W.S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and lies 
on the table under the rule. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read. 

A minority report was also presented and read. 

“On motion of J. B. McFerrin, both reports were laid on the 
table for the present. 

J. H. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read, and lies on the 
table under the rule. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
on the table for the present—as also a Minority Report. 
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R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
* motion of A. H. Thomas, was laid on the table for the present. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of W. O. Gray, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee have carefully considered a resolu- 
tion of the North Carolina Conference, and a resolution signed 
by John A. Ellis and S. B. Watts, respecting the distribution of 
the Conference fund by the Joint Board of Finance of the sev- 
eral Conferences, and have instructed me to report that they 
recommend non-concurrence therewith, as they believe the Dis- 
cipline upon the subject and the action of the several Joint 
Boards of Finance do now and can thereunder fully accomplish 
the ends desired to be attained. R. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of W. G. Veal, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 5ON FINANCE, 


Your committee have carefully considered a resolution signed 
by J. B. McGehee and John A. Ellis, instructing the Committee 
on Finance to consider the propriety “of maturing some plan 
that will utilize the lay element in lifting the collections ordered 
in our Discipline, and thereby leave the ministry to give them- 
selves wholly to the great work to which Christ has called them,” 
and are of the opinion that the lay element is tolerably well utilized 
whenever the collections ordered in our Discipline are lifted, and 
have instructed me to report that they consider no action in this 
behalf required, and that they recommend non-concurrence there- 
with. R. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J. C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read, and, on motion 
of N. T. Lupton, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON FINANCE. 
Your Finance Committee have had under consideration a reso- 
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lution signed by George W. Beard, W.S. Johnson, and John L. 
Wheat, that there be added to Item 2, Sec. 1, Chapter IX., page 
155, the following: ‘And the Board of Stewards shall, when ° 
there is a parsonage, embrace in their estimate for the support of 
the preachers the annual rent of the parsonage, which shall be 
eredited quarterly to the charge, and at the end of the year shall 
be reported to the Annual Conference; and have instructed a 
report that they recommend non-concurrence therewith. 
R. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read, and, on motion 
of J. S. Gaunt, was laid on the table for the present. Also a 
minority report, signed J.C. Gaut and J. C. C. Winch, which was 
also laid on the table for the present. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 8 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
on the table under the rule. 

A. H. Redford presented a report on the Colvin bequests to sev- 
eral interests of the Church, which was read, and the following 
resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the will of the late J. T. Colvin con- 
taining bequests to the M. E. Church, South, be referred severally 
to the Committees on Publishing Interests, Missions, Sunday- 
schools, and Itinerancy. C. I, VANDEVENTER, 

J.D. Vincrz. 

A. H. Redford presented the Exhibit of the expert concerning 
the business of the Publishing House with the Depository at 
New Orleans, which was referred to the Committee on Publish- 
ing Interests. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

Nort CaroLInA CONFERENCE.—B. Craven presented a memo- 
rial from Salisbury District, on division of the Conference. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. He also presented a 
petition from the Bremaker-Moore Paper Company, Louisville, 
on matters touching the interests of the Publishing House. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. He also pre- 
sented a resolution of the North Carolina Conference, depre- 
cating any change in the name of the Church. Referred to the 
Committee on the Name of the Church. 

NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—H. Brown presented a memo- 


@ 


1878.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. , 77 


rial from the Quarterly Conferences of Tuscaloosa Station and 
Northport Circuit, deprecating the change of boundary asked for 
by the North Mississippi Conference. Referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

LouistANA CoNFERENCE.—L. Parker presented a memorial from 
the New Orleans District Conference, touching the appointment 
of class-leaders. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norrs Mississtprt CoNFERENCE.—J. Barcroft presented a me- 
morial from the Quarterly Conference of Blackland Circuit, depre- 
cating any action abolishing the office of Presiding Elder. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The call for resolutions to be referred to committees was then 
made, and responded to as follows: 

VirGiniA CoNFERENCE.—R. Pollard and T. W. Mason offered a 
resolution in reference to Sunday-school publications. Referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

WesTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—S. Black and J. B. McFerrin 
presented resolutions, in two papers, respecting the bounds of 
Districts, changes in the Ritual, and other matters. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. Also several resolutions, in a third 
paper, respecting salaries of Presiding Elders and other matters. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

T. 8. Wade and J. 8S. McCarver offered a resolution respecting 
the employment of a missionary at large in an Annual Confer- 
ence. Referred to the- Committee on Missions. 

Hotston Conrerence.—F. Richardson, J. P. Kelley, and others, 
offered a resolution in regard to the boundary between the Ten- 
nessee and Holston Conferences. Referred to. the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

George Stewart, F. Richardson, and T. P. Summers, offered a 
resolution on the ratio of representation in the General Confer- 
ence, rights of lay members, District Conferences, and other 
matters. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. W. Paulett, C. R. Head, and J. W. Gaut, offered a resolution 
concerning the employment of a traveling agent for the Pub- 
lishing House. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests. 

Norra CaroLtiInA CONFERENCE.—S. Black, W. H. Bobbitt, and 
others, offered a resolution on the sale of District property. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Soura Grorc1a Conrerence.—J. S. Key and J. Boring offered 
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a resolution asking of the Bishops an opinion on the law of elec- 
tion of lay delegates. Referred to the Committee on Hpisco- 
pacy. 

H. A. Crittenden, J. M. Mathews, and others, offered a resolu- 
tion on the work of local preachers. Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. naa 

SoutH CaRoLina CoNFERENCE.—W. W. Duncan and O. A. Darby 
offered resolutions in relation to the eligibility of local preachers 
to deacon’s and elder’s orders. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. ‘ 

FiortmpA Conrerencre.—A. A. Robinson and T. L. Boswell 
offered a resolution on a change in the mode of Church trials. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A. A. Robinson and J. J. Davis offered a resolution proposing 
an appendix to the Discipline containing the doctrines peculiar 
to Methodism. Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Lovuistana CONFERENCE.—W. H. N. Magruder and J. L. Wheat 
offered a resolution on the duty of preachers relating to educa- 
tion. Referred to the Committee on Education. 

MississrPpp1 CoNFERENCE.—W. H. Watkins and C. G. Andrews 
offered a resolution on publishing the form of baptism and recep- 
tion of members in the Hymn-book. Referred to the Committee 
on Publishing Interests. 

W.L. Nugent and J. A. Ellis offered a resolution on collections 
for the Publishing House. Referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests. 

J. B. Streater and J. D. Cameron offered a resolution on a com- 
plete course of study for Sunday-schools. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-schools. 

Mempuis ConFERENCE.—A. H. Thomas, R. H. Mahon, and others, 
offered a resolution favoring certain changes in the office of Bap- 
tism. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.—R. K. Hargrove and W. Burr offered 
a resolution on the duties of Recording Stewards. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

R. K. Hargrove, J. B. McFerrin, and D. OC. Kelley, offered a 
~ resolution favoring alternate Lessons in the Burial Service. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENUE.—C. W. Miller and J. W. Fitch offered 
a resolution favoring certain changes in the office of Baptism. 

H. P. Walker and J. L. Wheat offered a resolution on the pub- 


1878.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 79 


lication of a digest of Bishops’ decisions. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests. 

A. B. Stark and J. H. Brunner offered a resolution on publishing 
a Review. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

W.S. Johnson and W. H. Watkins offered a resolution on the 
basis of representation. Referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. : 

Souru-west Missourr Conrrrence.—H. C. Ewing and A. T. 
Winsor offered a resolution on changing the words April or May, 
on page 34 of the Discipline, to “January or February.” Reo- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

G. M. Jones, C. K. Marshall, and T. M. Cobb, offered a resolu-: 
tion favoring one Hymn-book for all Methodis{s. Referred to the 
Committee on Ecumenical Conference. 

A. T. Winsor and J. F. Rucker offered a resolution on the trial 
of members. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

MissourI ConFERENCE.—C. I. Vandeventer, P. P. Ellis, and J. 
F. Rucker, offered a resolution on salaries of General Conference 
officers. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

C. I. Vandeventer and W. O. Gray offered a resolution on the 
support of foreign missionaries by Annual Conferences. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 

W. A. Tarwater, J. D. Vincil, and W. W. Jones, offered a reso- 
lution concerning admission into the traveling connection. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. ’ 

Litre Rock Conrerence.—A. R. Winfield and R. Lane offered 
a resolution on defining the position of our Church on temper- 
ance. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

Norru Texas Conrerence.—R. Lane, Asa Holt, and others, 
offered a resolution on a change of the southern boundary of 
said Conference. Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Nortu-west Texas CoNFERENCE.—W. G. Veal and J. 8. McCar- 
ver offered a resolution on representation in District Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Texas CoNFERENCE.—J. C. C. Winch and J.D. Giddings offered 
a resolution on pastors’ work in Sunday-schools. Referred to the 
Committee on Sunday-schools. 

The question on which Conference adjourned yesterday was 
taken up. 

W. M. Rush was permitted to withdraw the resolution then 
under consideration. 
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The following resolution was then presented and read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Credentials be instructed to 
consider and report: 

1. Whether the offense alleged against L. D. Dameron was, in 
itself, a “gross immorality.’’ 

2. Whether any person can be legally tried and expelled from 
the Church for an offense not “expressly forbidden in the word 
of God,” and not, in itself, “sufficient to exclude a person from 
the kingdom of grace and glory.” 

3. Whether, since the one specification of the first charge and 
the two specifications of the second charge involve the same 
principles, and rest on the same facts, and all of the said specifi- 
cations come within the provision of Chapter VI., Section 5, second 
answer to Question 1, page 142 of the Discipline—whether the 
disciplinary requirements for such cases of offense, “made and 
provided,” were carried out by either the accuser or the pastor 
of Logan D. Dameron. 

4, Whether the confession and protest of the said Logan D. Dam- 
eron that, in the matter of the specifications, he “did not intend 
to defame or injure the accused, that if he had done so he was 
sorry. for it, and that he was ready and willing to make any 
proper reparation,” meet all the demands of the law and the 
facts of the case, and leave him, the said Dameron, guiltless of 
the specifications, and in the quiet and undoubted possession and 
occupancy of all therights and privileges of membership in the 
M. KE. Church, South. L. M. Les, 

J. D. Gippinas. 

P. Whitehead spoke against the adoption of the resolution, 
and J. O. A. Clark for it. 

Bishop Pierce warned the Conference not to take any step 
which might contravene the constitution and law of the Church. 

On motion of H. L. T. Blake, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and, on motion of 
W. W. Duncan, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Credentials be instructed to 
inquire whether L. D. Dameron ‘is twenty-five years of age, and 
had been a member of the Church for at least six years at the 
time of holding the Conference. H. J. ApaMs, . 

J. C. Jonson. 
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H. W. Foote moved a reconsideration of yesterday’s vote of 
recommitment. 

A motion of T. N. Mason, to lay that motion on the table, did 
not prevail. 

The motion to reconsider was then adopted by a rising vote, 
150 for, 85 against. 

H. W. Foote moved to dope the Minority Report as a substi- 
tute for Report No. 2 of the Committee on Credentials. 

The previous question was called for by W. O. Gray—the call 
was sustained. 

On motion of J. C. Simmons, the time was indefinitely ex- 
tended. 

A motion of Thos. Branch, to take the vote by yeas and nays, 
did not prevail. 

The motion to adopt the substitute did not prevail, the vote 
being yeas 125, nays 127. 

C. K. Marshall moved to adjourn—the motion did not pre- 
vail—the vote being 113 for, 137 against. 

On motion of W. O. Gray, the vote was ordered to be taken by 
yeas and nays. 

After the vote was taken, and before the result was announced, 
the following resolution was offered and read: 

Resolved, That all members of the General Conference in the 
city absent by sickness, or by leave, be permitted to record their . 
votes on this question. A. R. WINFIELD, 

R. LAne. 

Paul Whitehead moved to amend by adding, ‘provided such 
votes may not change the result.”’ 

On motion of H. J. Adams, the motion and amendment were 
laid on the table. 

The vote was announced as follows: 

Ayrs—Clerical: Wilson A. W., Martin, Ballads: Whisner, Pe- 
terson, Edwards, Sledd, Reed, Whitehead, Blackwell, Yates, Shipp, 
Duncan, Kennedy, Haygood, Potter, Boring, Evans, Adams, Cook, 
Allen Y. J., Harrison W. P., Hinton, Key J.S., Blake, Summers 
T. O., Blue, McCarty, Moore H. D., Rush J. W., Brown, Gurley, 
Carter, Parker, Andrews C. G., Ellis J. A., Barcroft, Barton, 
Wheat J. J., Cameron, Harris, Boswell, Thomas A. H., Mahon, 
Moore S. W., Burr, Young, Allison, Hargrove, Mooney, Miller C. 
W., Redford, Lee N. H., Messick, Settle, Hayes, Lewis, Finney, 
Vandeventer, Roberts, Dye, McLean, Lane, Hasterling, Shaw, 
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Connor W. G., Gillett, Ahrens, Law M. J., Kavanaugh, Simmons, 
Compton. Lay: Magruder T. J., Wilson L. M., Bain, Branch, 
Mason, Pollard, Pace, Gallagher, McMillan J. P., Mitchell P. A., 
Paulett, Montgomery, Carlisle, Baer, Stokes, Johnson J. C., Meri- 
wether, Beall, Langston, Hardeman, Lovett, Matthews, Taylor, 

Davis, Dene! Wuiles, Hardaway, MeMorris, Law F., Smith, Hefflin, 

Magruder W. H. N., Watts, Murry, Fant, Streator Warterfield, 
Godwin J. R., Fielder, Godwin D. G., Patterson, Head, Morgan, 

Rodman, Gantt! Johnson W.S., Harrison W. B., Beard, Jones G. 

M., Ewing, Hunt, Holt, Connally: Shugart, Hidaaas Shive, 
Woods, Parson, Berry—131. 

Nays—Clerical: Regester, Thomas D., Hough, Roszell, Ben- 
nett, Lee L.M., Medley, Wade, Black S., Richardson, Cunnyng- 
ham, Stewart, Wiley, Price, Burnett, Brunner, Wilson N. H. D., 
Burkhead, Black W. S., Craven, North, Bobbitt, Walker H. A.C., ’ 
Chrietzberg, Jones S. B., Darby, McGehee J. B., Clark, Moore T. 
W., Robinson, Oliver, Stevenson, Boland, Cobb J. E., Miller J. A., 
Johnson H. F., Watkins, Abbey, Murrah, McFerrin, Kelley D.C: 
West, Walker H. P., Hale, Fitch, Adkisson, Bryant, Rush W. M., 
Vincil, Spencer, Jones W. W., Tarwater, Downs, McEwen, Mor- 
ton, Smith, Ewing Y., Walker J. H., Babcock, Steel, Hunter, Win- 
field, Watson, Neely M. H., Finley, Thompson, Alexander, Phil- 
pott, John, Veal, Stanford, McCarver, Thrall, Murchison, Hester 
B.R. Lay: Walton, Figgatt, Hamil, Wilson J. B., Newton, Carr 
M. M., Summers T. P,, Kelly J. P., Kornegay, Lily, Robbins, 
Carr O. W., Miller W. is T., McMillan W.C., Elkins, Connor F. 
A., Grogan, Crittenden, Dozier, Frazer, Johnson J. H., Groce, 
Palmer, Kumpe, Rayne, Marshall, Nugent, Babington, Mellen, 
Foote, Paine, Reynolds, Parkes J. L., Morrow, Lupton, Stitt, 
Wheat J. L., Stark, Hogan, Winsor, Ellis P. P., Gray, Rucker, 
Chick, Beckwith, Hester G. B., Harvey, Allen, Garland, Wheeler, 
Key, Swain H. C., Taylor J. F., Giddings, Winch, Henry, Daven- 
port, McBryde—133. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, May 10, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair, 
Religious exercises were conducted by David Morton. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair, 
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Leave of absence was granted to W. Miller, lay delegate from 
the Kentucky Conference; J. R. Henry, lay delegate from the 
North-west Texas Conference (fora time), and J. T. Richards was 
substituted for him on the Committees on Publishing Interests 
and Finance; also to A. R. Winfield, clerical delegate from Little 
Rock Conference, for Saturday; G. E. Kumpe, lay delegate from 
North Alabama Conference, on account of family affliction—F. P. 
Randle, reserve, takes his place on the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

L. D. Palmer, lay delegate from Los Angeles Conference, arrived 
and took his seat. 

S. A. Caldwell, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference, 
appeared and took his seat, and W. H. Morgan, who had filled it 
as a reserve, took the place of T. D. Fite. 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committce on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 

REPORT NO. 3 ON EPISCOPACY. 

The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report: The “memo- 
rial of Carondelet Church, in St. Louis District,” which was 
referred to us, was fully considered, and we find therein no 
charges or questions of law proper to be entertained by this 
committee. S. Recrsrer, Chairman, — 

8. 8. Bryant, Secretary. 

J. 8. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
on the table under the rule. Also Report No. 4 of said commit- 
tee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have carefully considered various 
matters referred to them, with the following results, viz.: 

1, In a memorial from the Nashville District Conference, ask- 
ing “that the representative of a charge in the Board of District 
Stewards may have a right to appeal from an oppressive assess- 
ment to his charge, and in such case the Presiding Elder shall 
take a vote requiring three-fourths majority to enforce the assess- 
ment,’”’ the committee recommend non-concurrence, 

2. In a memorial from the Nashville District Conference, and 
a resolution to the same effect, signed Wm. Doss and Wm. Witcher, 
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asking that the Discipline be so changed as to remove the elec- 
tion of stewards from the Quarterly Conference to the Church 
Conference, the committee recommend non-concurrence. 

3. In a resolution signed by T. L. Mellen, ©. K. Marshall, and 
others, and in one of similar import signed by S. Black and 7. 8. 
Wade, asking that District Stewards may be made members of 
District Conferences, the committee deem no action necessary, as 
each Annual Conference may determine what laymen shall be 
members of the District Conference, according to Ans. 2, Ques. 1, 
Sec. 3, Chap. II., page 50, Discipline. 

4, A memorial from Trinity Church, Richmond, Va., and a peti- 
tion of like effect from Centenary Church, St. Louis, both asking 
that the four years restriction be removed from the pastorate, and 
the Bishops be allowed to continue a pastor in the same charge as 
long as they may deem proper; and also a petition from the Iron 
Mountain District Conference, asking that no change in the pas- 
torate be made, have each been considered. The committee unan- 
imously recommend that no change be made in regard to the 
pastoral term. 

5. In the item in the resolutions signed by S. Black and T. S. 
Wade, asking that the sixth Restrictive Rule, Chap. IL., Sec. 1, page 
37, providing that the produce of the Publishing House shall not 
be appropriated to other purposes than those specified, be stricken 
out of the Discipline, the committee recommend non-eoncurrence. 

Joun S. Martin, Chairman, 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

O. P. Fitzgerald, chairman of the Committee on the Name of 
the Church, presented Reports Nos. 1 and 2 of said committee, 
which were read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO, 1 ON THE NAME OF THE CHURCH. 


Your Committee on the Change of the Name of the Church, to 
whom was referred a memorial from the Holston Conference, and 
other papers relating to that subject, have carefully considered 
the matter, and submit the following report: ; 

The time for such change, if it ever existed, is now past. The 
masses of our people are satisfied equally with the doctrine and 
polity of the Church and the name under which it has made a 
history of which it has no cause to be ashamed. Even on the 
border and the Pacific coast, where it was supposed the desire for 
a change of name was strongest, and the consequent benefits 
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would be greatest, our people are divided in opinion, with an 
increasing sentiment against any change. 

The passions and prejudices which formerly led to misjudgment 
concerning the spirit and purposes of our Church are happily 
subsiding. Sectionalism has had its day in Church and State. 
Sectional catch-words have lost their power. Geographical lines 
cannot be abolished; they were made by the hand of God. Their 
political significance in the Church can be abolished, and, under 
the guidance of an unerring Providence, and the inspiration of the 
Spirit of grace, we may soon hope for this happy consummation. 

Under our Church name as it stands, gratifying progress has 
been made toward the establishment of fraternal relations with 
the leading Methodist bodies of the world. If the geographical 
suffix to our name is a bar to fraternal recognition of us on the 
part of any, the fact furnishes a reason why they should pray for 
a better spirit rather than that we should write a new name on 
our banner in deference to wicked prejudice or willful ignorance. 

Under our Church name as it stands, the most signal manifesta- 
tions of the Divine favor have been accorded to us. At every 
step we have been guided and supported by the hand of God. 
The name we have borne during the vicissitudes, trials, and sor- 
rows of the last thirty-four years has not repelled the presence 
of the almighty and ever gracious Head of the Church. The 
name we have borne under fiery baptisms of suffering has been 
consecrated by continual baptisms of the Holy Ghost. In no 
spirit of boasting, but with devout and fervent gratitude, we 
make the challenge, “If God be with us, who can be against us?” 

Under our Church name as it stands, we present to the world a 
Christian Communion remarkable for its agreement in doctrine, 
the homogeneousness of its constituent elements, and the unity 
of its purposes and plans. Examples are not wanting in which 
the substance of essential unity has been sacrificed for the shadow 
of external uniformity. A new departure in Church nomenclat- 
ure on our part might lead to that which would furnish another 
warning to such as are tempted to substitue a doubtful expediency 
for unchangeable principles. 

Under our Church name as it stands, all the titles to our Chas: 
property, involving many millions of dollars, are secure and set- 
tled. These titles should not be disturbed by any thing short of 
undoubted and urgent necessity. It has already been shown that 
no such necessity exists. 
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This question has already been submitted to, and acted on by, 

the Church. The General Conference of 1866 submitted the mat- 
‘ter to the Annual Conferences. The proposition to change the 

name of the Church was then rejected. ‘In the light of subse- 
quent events, it now seems to us that this action Sia ee to be, and 
will be, final. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference, the 
question of the change of Church name was finally settled by the 
action of the Annual Conferences in the years 1866 and 1867, and 
we recommend that there be no farther agitation - this matter. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

O. P. Firzaeratp, Chairman. 


REPORT NO. 2 ON THE NAME OF THE CHURCH. 


Your Committee on the Change of the Name of the Church, 
to whom was referred the memorial of the Illinois Conference of 
the Episcopal Methodist Church, under the jurisdiction of the M. 
E. Church, South, asking permission to change the name of said 
Conference to that of “Illinois Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South,” have had the same under considera- 
tion, and unanimously recommend that the request be granted, 
and that the action requisite for the accomplishment of this 
object be taken as soon as possible by the Illinois Conference. 

: O. P. Firzerrap, Chairman, 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 5 of that committee. 

W. G. Veal, P. A. Peterson, and others, of said committee, pre- 
sented a minority report. 

Both reports were read, and laid on the table, under the 
rule, 

The Chair then called for pehitions, memorials, and appeals. 

Iuuinois ConFerence.—A petition from Gosport District Con- 
ference, praying for the organization of the Indiana Conference. 

The Chair then called for resolutions to be referred to commit- 
tees. 

BALTIMORE ConFERENCE.—L. M. Wilson and §.. S. Roszell 
offered a resolution on the form of worship. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Horston Conrrerence.—J. H. Brunner and F, Richardson 
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offered a resolution in favor of a ‘Disabled Preachers’ Society.” 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The following resolutions were then offered, read, and referred, 
as ordered, to the Committee on Public Worship: 

Whereas, our beloved brother, Rev. Young J. Allen, D.D., nine- 
teen years a missionary in China, is now with us, and a member 
of this body; and-whereas, he has been engaged in a special 
department of missionary Ope in that vast empire: there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That Brother Allen be, and is hereby, requested to 
address this Conference on the condition of our work in China, 
and his own department in particular. 

Lesolved,' That the above action be referred to the Committee 
on Public Worship. _ W. G. E. Cunnynonam, 

E. E. Winey, 

T. A. Mitchell and F. Richardson offered a resolution referring 
to the boundaries of the Holston Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Nortru Grorcia ConFERENCE.—H, J. Adams and J. H. Grogan 
offered a resolution asking the expunction of “Ans. 8 to Ques. 1, 
Sec. 1, Chap. II. of the Discipline,” referring to the voting of 
clerical and lay members in the General Conference. Referred to 
the CommitteeonItinerancy, Alsoone favoring the expunction of 
the clause “except such as involves ministerial character,” Chap. 
II., Sec. 2, Ans. 3 to Ques. 2, page 40 of the Discipline. Referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. Boring, W. F. Cook, and W. H. Potter, offered a resolution 
referring to the ordination of deacons and elders. Referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Mississrpp1 ConrereNncr.—H. F. Johnson and J. H. McLean 
offered a resolution in regard to Church trials. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Norru MississtpPI CONFERENCE.—J. J. Wheat and A. B. Stark 
offered a resolution favoring the appointment of Boards of Educa- 
tion. Referred to the Committee on Education. 

J. J. Wheat and J. D. Cameron offered a resolution on allowing 
Presiding Elders to exchange in holding District Conferences. 
Referred to the Committce on Itinerancy. 

Mempuis ConFeRENCE.—A. P. Warterfield, T. L. Boswell, and 
W. T. Harris, on mortgages and liens on Church-property. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 
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A. H. Thomas and T. L. Boswell offered a resolution on the 
support of the ministry. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.—J. L. Parkes, N. T. Lupton, and 
others, offered a resolution on Sunday-school Boards. Referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools, 

LovIsVILLE CONFERENCE.—H. ©. Settle and N. H. Lee offered 
a resolution on reception into full connection. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

J. L. Wheat and B. M. Messick offered a resolution respecting 
the registering of baptized children, and giving them certificates 
on removal. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Missourr Conrerence.—W. A. Tarwater and T. C. Downs 
offered a resolution on the payment of debts by traveling preach- 
ers. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Nortu-weEst Texas Conrerence.—W. G. Connor and C. G. 

Andrews offered a resolution on reducing the labors of Bishops. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. M. Richards, T. H. Shugart, and O. F. Davenport, offered a 
resolution on changing the Discipline, pages 75 and 76, on the 
duties of preachers. 

Mississtppr1 ConrErENCE.—C. K. Marshall and W. M. Rush 
offered a resolution on inserting a foot-note in the ordination 
service. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of W. O. Gray, T. S. Moorman, who was not present 
yesterday when the vote was taken on the adoption of the Majority 
Report No. 2 of the Committee on Credentials, was allowed to 
record his vote, which he did in the affirmative. . 

J. W. Gaut, T, M. Cobb, and T. M. Jones, asked the privilege 
of recording their votes. 

W. O. Gray moved that they be allowed to do so. An amend- 
ment was offered to the effect that their votes should not affect 
the settlement of the question. : 

The previous question was called—the call was sustained, the 
question was put, and carried. 

The decision of the Chair on the question of law was called for, 
and given as follows: 

That their votes cannot change the result of the vote on yesterday, 

H. J. Adams appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The Chair was sustained. 

T. M. Jones, J. W. Gaut, T. M. Cobb, then recorded their votes 


in the negative. 
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The report, of the Commissioners on Fraternity, appointed by 
the last General Conference, together with the official records of 
the separate sessions of the Commissioners, and the report of the 
proceedings of the Joint Commission, was presented by T. M. 
Finney, and the report was read, 

After some discussion as to the proper action to be taken, 
Bishop Paine stated that the action of the Commission was a 
finality—the Conference has nothing to do but to spread the 
report on the Journal. 

The following resolution was offer ed, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the report of our Clarwitiiowidartin’ on Formal Fra- 
ternity be spread on the Journal, and the documents presented 
therewith be deposited in the archives of the General Conference; 
and that the thanks of the Conference are due, and are hereby 
expressed, to the Commissioners, for the eminently satisfactory 
manner in which they discharged their onerous and delicate task. 

R. N. Prics, 
H. F. Jounson. 
The report is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON FRATERNITY. 
To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South. 

Dear BretHReN:—The Commissioners of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, authorized by a resolution of the General 
Conference, adopted May 24, 1874, and appointed in pursuance 
thereof by the College of Bishops at their annual meeting in 
May, 1857, “to meet asimilar commission authorized by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” ‘in order 
to remove all obstacles to formal fraternity between the two 
Churches,” “and to adjust all existing difficulties,’ have the 
honor to communicate to you official information of the result of 
their negotiations. 

We herewith deliver to your body, as our report, the journal of 
our proceedings in separate session, and also the official reeords 
of the Joint Commission, which held its session in Congress 
Hall, Cape May City, New Jersey, August 17 to 23, 1876, which 
contain the terms and details of our action. 

The Joint Commission adopted an address to the two Churches, 
whose commissions it executed, communicating to them the results 
of its sessions, as having realized harmony of views on vital 
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points, and complete unanimity touching the essential principles 
of fraternization. For the purposes of this report we extract 
from the proceedings of the Joint Commission its conclusions in 
reference to the principal matters which claimed its united con- 
sideration, adopting terms of statement contained in its official 
address: ; ; ; 

At the beginning of our consultations one great question seemed 
to overshadow all others. It concerns the relation of the two 
Churches to each other and to Episcopal Methodism. 

We adopted, without a dissentient voice, the following declara- 
tion and basis of fraternity: 


Status of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, and their coordinate relations as legitimate 
Branches of Episcopal Methodism: 

Each of said Churches is a legitimate Branch of Episcopal 
Methodism in the United States, having a common origin in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church organized in 1784; and since the 
organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church,.South, was con- 
summated in 1846, by the voluntary exercise of the right of the 
Southern Annual Conferences, ministers and members, to adhere 
to that Communion, it has been an evangelical Church, reared on 
scriptural foundations, and her ministers and members, with 
those of the Methodist Episcopal Church, have constituted one 
Methodist family, though in distinct ecclesiastical Connections. 

It was next incumbent on us to consider the questions coneern- 
ing conflicting claims to Church-property, and some special cases 
that could not conveniently be referred to the operation of a gen- 
eral rule. 

There were two principal questions to be considered with regard 
to the Church-property in dispute between local societies of the 
two Churches: 

First—As to the legal ownership of said property. 

Second—As to whether it will consist with" strict equity, or 
promote Christian harmony or the cause of religion, to dispossess 
those societies now using Church-property which was originally 
intended for their use and occupancy, and of which they have 
acquired possession, though they may have lost legal title to it by 
their transfer from the one Church to the other. 

We have considered the papers in all cases that have been 
brought to our notice. These arose in the following States: Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee, Louisiana, North 
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Carolina and South Carolina. In respect of some of these cases 
we have given particular directions; but for all other cases the 
Joint Commission unanimously adopted the following rules for 
the adjustment of adverse claims to Church-property: 

Rute I. In cases not adjudicated by the Joint Commission, any 
society of either Church, constituted according to its Discipline, 
now occupying the Church-property, shall remain in possession 
thereof; provided that where there is now, in the same place, a 
society of more members attached to the other Church, and 
which has hitherto claimed the use of the property, the latter 
shall be entitled to possession. 

Rue II. Forasmuch as we have no power to annul decisions 
respecting Church-property made by the State courts, the Joint 
Commission ordain in respect thereof: 

(1) In cases in which such a decision has been made, or in 
which there exists an agreement, the same shall be carried out in 
good faith. 

(2) In communities where there are two societies, one belong- 
ing to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the other to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South @rhich have adversely claimed 
the Church-property, it is recommended that, without delay, they 
amicably compose their differences, irrespective of the strict legal 
title, and settle the same according to Christian principles, the 
equities of the particular case, and, so far as Pereneal accord- 
ing to the principle of the foregoing Rule. 

But if such settlement cannot be speedily made, then the 
question shall be referred for equitable decision to three arbi- 
trators, one to be chosen by each claimant from their respective 
societies, and the two thus chosen shall select a third person not 
connected with either of said Churches; and the decision of any 
two of them shall be final. 

(3) In communities in which there is but one society, Rule I. 
shall be faithfully observed in the interests of peace and fra- 
ternity. 

Rue III. Whenever necessary to carry the foregoing Rules 
into effect, the legal title to the Church-property shall be accord- 
ingly transferred. 

Rute IV. These Rules shall take effect immediately. 

We also deliver to your body a copy of “Formal Fraterni- 
ty,” published by the order and under the supervision of the 
Joint Commission, and containing the proceedings concerning 
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Formal Fraternity conducted between the two Churches since 
May, 1869. 

The presentation of this report is an impressive and solemn 
reminder of the absence of the honored and lamented chairman 
of your Commission, the Rev. Edward H. Myers, D.D., whom we 
had fondly expected to be our representative in the present trans- 
action. His colleagues desire to bear testimony to the wisdom 
that selected and designated him for this important position— 
the delicate and difficult responsibilities of which he discharged 
with fidelity and distinguished ability, and in the spirit of our 
holy religion. Scarcely had he fulfilled this trust, when, hasten- 
ing to his pastoral charge for service and sacrifice, then a post of 
danger as well as duty, he was summoned by the Head of the 
Church to higher honors and to his everlasting recompense. The 
deep shadow thus cast upon the present hour, to which he looked 
with eager anticipation, is intensified by the luster both of char- 
acter and achievement which crowned the end of his days. 

The favorable reception of the work of the Commission was to 
our late chairman a source of great satisfaction, and we cannot 
withhold the expression of ofr own, that its action has received 
the approval of the Church, indicated by the voice of Church 
periodicals and the Annual Conferences, and recently in the grati- 
fying terms of the address of our chief pastors to this body. 
And we should be untrue to our profound convictions did we 
fail distinctly and formally to recognize the divine blessing, which, 
to a favorable conclusion, helped our conscious insufficiency. 

And now, praying the God of peace to give to these two recon- 
ciled branches of Episcopal Methodism, as an abiding blessing, 
“the wisdom that is from above,’ which “is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of merey and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy,” and the fullest 
realization that “the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of 
them that make peace,” we complete the duties of the high trust 
committed to us. Rozert K. Hararove, 

Tuomas M. Finney, 

Davin CLopton, 

Rosert B. Vance, 
Commissioners. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Bishop. 
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Saturday Morning, May 11, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair. 

Divine service was peformed by J. B. West. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

S. M. McGehee, lay delegate from the Little Rock Conference, 
appeared and took his seat. G. J. Patterson, lay delegate from 
South Carolina, appeared and took his seat, w Fok had been filled 
by J. A. Elkins, reserve. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. W. Newton, lay delegeee 
from the Baltimore Conference, on account of family affliction; 
also for the day to R. Babington, lay delegate from the Missis- 
sippi Conference; and to W. L. Nugent, lay delegate from the 
Mississippi Conference, for a few days, on account of important 
business. 

J. O. A. Clark rose to a question of privilege. He had said in 
his place that Dr. Leftwich, when Presiding Elder, had left out 
St. James Church, St. Louis, Mo., from the Conference appoint- 
ments. This he gathered, as he stated at the time, from the pub- 
lished record on which he wascommenting. Dr. Leftwich informs 
him that he was mistaken—that the Church was not a Conference 
appointment. J.O. A. Clark made this explanation, as he said 
he would not for the world do injustice to any one. 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy would respectfully report that a 
resolution was referred to them signed by A. A. Robinson and J. 
J. Davis, asking that the Bishops prepare, or cause to be prepared, 
a short and clear statement of our peculiar doctrines, to be inserted 
as an appendix to the Discipline. The committee recommend 
non-concurrence. S. Reaester, Chairman. 

8. S. Bryant, Secretary. 


J. S. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 
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REPORT NO. 5 ON ITINERANCY. 


_ The Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to submit their Report 
No. 5, as follows, viz.: 

1. They have considered a paper signed by G. Stewart, F. Rich- 
ardson, and T. P. Summers, asking: (1) That the Discipline be 
so amended as to strike out of. Ans. 6, Ques. 1, Sec. 3, Chap. IL, 
page 51, the words, “provided no member of the Annual Confer- 
ence shall vote in said election.” (2) To strike out of Ans. 3, 
Ques. 1, Sec. 2, Chap. II., page 41, the words, “except such as 
involves ministerial character.” In both of these changes asked 
for the committee recommend non-concurrence. 

.2. The committee have considered the request of N. H. Lee, 
A. H. Redford, and B. M. Messick, to have questions of law decided 
as to the meaning of the words “lost sight of by removal or other- 
wise,” under the directions given to Church Conferences, and also 
whether attendance upon class-meeting is still a test of Church- 
membership. The committee respectfully report that decisions 
of law do not come within their province. 


Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 
C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 


W.S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and lies 
on the tablg under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Reports Nos. 3 and 4 of that committee, which were read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 3 ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions have instructed me to report, in 
connection with the bequest of James T. Colvin, as follows: 

By the last will and testament of said Colvin, a bequest of ten 
thousand dollars was made or given to the Agent of our Publish- 
ing House, for the use and benefit of the Missionary Socicty of 
our Church, to be controlled by said Agent for this specific chari- 
table use, and applied thereto, under the direction of the General 
Conference, and as they shall judge best calculated to promote 
the object indicated. Of the said sum eighty-five hundred dollars 
has been paid by the executor of said will. Two thousand dollars 
is now in safe deposit, awaiting the action of this Conference. 
Sixty-five hundred dollars has, in advance of any direction as 
required by said will, been applied to the missionary work 
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intrusted by the Discipline to the said Missionary Society, whether 
in ignorance of the provisions of said will or not your committee 
have not deemed it necessary to inquire. As the said sum has 
been devoted in good faith to the charitable use intended by the 
testator, your committee recommend that the said application be 
approved, and that the residue of said bequest, with that on hand, 
be paid over to the Treasurer of the Board of Missions, and 
expended on account of the mission-work in China, To that end 
the accompanying resolution is submitted for adoption. 

Resolved, By the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, assembled at Atlanta, that the application of sixty- 
five hundred dollars, part of the bequest to the Agent of the Pub- 
lishing House, by James T. Colvin, of Iowa, made by the Board 
of Missions to the missionary work under its charge, in advance 
of direction by this Conference, be, and the same is hereby, 
approved, ratified, and confirmed; and that all the rest and resi- 
due of said bequest, amounting to thirty-five hundred dollars, be 
paid to the Treasurer of the Board of Missions, and applied by 
said Board to the missionary work in China. 


D, C. Kretiey, Chairman. 
W.S. Jounson, Secretary. 


REPORT NO. 4 ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions have carefully considered the reso- 
Intion in relation to the employment by the Annual Conferences 
of missionaries at large, and respectfully recommend non-concur- 
rence. D. C. Kreiury, Chairman. 

W.S. Jounnson, Secretary. 


W. P. Harrison, chairman of the Committee on Education, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of J. B. McGehee, was laid on the table for the present. 
Also Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read, and lies on 
the table under the rule. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 9 of that Committee, which was read. 

J. M. Richards and J. E. Groce, of that committee, presented a 
minority report for Report No. 9. 

On motion of W. O. Gray, the minority report was laid on the 
table, to consider the report of the majority. 

W. O. Gray moved to adopt the report of the majority. 

After discussion, J.C. C. Winch called for the previous question 
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—the call was sustained, and the report of the majority was then 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 9 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
by ©. I. Vandeventer, P. P. Ellis, and J. F. Rucker, requesting the 
Committee on Finance to take into consideration the importance 
of recommending “that the salaries of all officers appointed by 
the General Conference shall be estimated by those charged with 
the performance of that duty, not only in the spirit of Christian 
liberality, but as far as practicable with justice to all concerned, 
and with economy suited to the financial condition of the times,” 
have carefully considered the same, and inasmuch as this com- 
mittee is not charged with the fixing of any salaries, or with the 
supervision or examination of any work already performed, or to 
be performed, by any person receiving a salary, and have no 
means for such examination, and that other committees of this 
Conference are especially charged and required to examine in - 
this behalf by the law of the Church, and the reference to them 
of questions involving the amount of such compensation to be paid, 
and of fixing the amount of such compensation, have instructed 
a report that they do not deem it proper that they should make 
any recommendation on the subject, and respectfully ask to be 
relieved of any farther consideration of the subject. : 


R. A. Youne, Chairman. 
J.C. C. Wincn, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 9 ON FINANCE. 


Resolved, That the salaries now received by our Bishops and 
officers appointed by the General Conference should be reduced 
in proportion to the economy demanded by the stringency of the 


present financial condition of our country. 
J. M. Ricwarps, 


~J. E. Grocer. 


R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 10 of that committee, which was read. 

J.C. C. Winch moved its adoption. 

After considerable discussion, J. B. McGehee called for the pre- 
vious question—the call was sustained. 

The vote was taken, and the motion to adopt Report No. 10 did 
not prevail. 
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REPORT NO. 10 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
signed by J. H. Brunner, Frank Richardson, and others, request- 
ing this committee to consider the propriety of authorizing and 
requesting each Annual Conference to organize a “Disabled 
Preachers’ Relief Society,” for the relief of disabled preachers 
and their families in necessitous cases, in advance of the relief 
afforded by the Conference collection, have considered the same, 
and have instructed me to report that they recommend that the 
members composing each Annual Conference, and such other per- 
sons whom they may associate with them, at the first meeting 
hereafter of the Conference, be authorized and requested to organ- 
ize a “Disabled Preachers’ Relief Society,” upon such basis as 
they may deem proper, always provided the funds so raised shall 
not form any part of the Conference collection, nor be connected 
with or supplement the same, nor shall public doWderions be taken 
up in the churches in aid thereof. R. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J. C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 11 of that committee. 

A: H. Thomas offered a substitute for Report No. 1 of the 
Committee on Finance, which was read, and, on motion of W. L. 
Nugent, the substitute was laid on the table. . 

W. O. Gray moved’the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, and Report No. 11 was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 11 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
signed by A. H. Thomas, T. L. Boswell, and others, upon a “plan 
for the support of the ministry,” as a substitute for Chapter IX., 
Sections 1 to 2 inclusive, pages 155, 156, of the Discipline, have had 
the same under careful consideration, and have instructed me to 
report that they recommend non-concurrence therewith. 


R. A. Youne, Chairman. 
J. C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 


P. P. Ellis, from the Committee on Temperance, presented Re- 
port No.1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON TEMPERANCE, 
Your committee have had under consideration a paper signed 
by John Y. Murry, P. P. Ellis, and M. H. Neely, asking that the 
Committee on Public Worship arrange for a public temperance 


Lv 


( 


98 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May 11, 


meeting. Your committee would report that, in consultation with 

the Committee on Public Worship, the request in said paper will 

be complied with, and ample notice of time and place be given. 
P. P. Evuis, Chairman. 

The Chair then called for petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—NS. Black presented a petition 
signed by C. H. Burus, J. K. Hedges, and others, praying that 
‘certain appointments be transferred from the Baltimore to the 
Western Virginia Conference. Referred to the Committce on 
Boundaries.-. 

SourH CaRoLIna CoNFERENCE.—A memorial from that Confer- 
ence, signed KE. J. Meynardie, Secretary, on lay evangelists. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Mempuis ConrerRENcCE—T. L. Boswell prestiiod a memorial 
from that Conference to make it the duty of Presiding Elders to 
prepare from the Minutes of Quarterly Conferences a complete 
list of delegates and members, and present it at the opening of 
the District Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Litre Rock Conrrerence.—A. Hunter presented a memorial 
from J. B. Bond and others, Little Rock, Ark., praying that the 
law relating to the trial (preliminary) of traveling preachers on 
charges of immoral conduct prescribe a committee composed of 
preachers and lay members in equal number. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Nort Texas Conrerence.—J. H. McLain moved to take up 
Report No. 2 on Boundaries and recommit. 

R. Alexander moved to lay the motion on the table. This mo- 
tion did not prevail. 

The motion to take up and recommit prevailed. 

J. H. McLain then presented a memorial from Terrell, Garden 
Valley, and other circuits, through Asa Holt, deprecating the 
change of the south boundary of North Texas Conference, and 
moved its reference to the Committee on Boundaries, 

R.S. Finley moved to lay the motion on the table. This motion 
did not prevail. 

The memorial was then referred to the Committee on Boundaries, 

The Chair then called for resolutions. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Resolutions offered by i F. 
Medley, T. S. Wade, and S. Black, on the transfer of preachers. 
Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

S. Black and J. F. Medley offered a resolution on the right of An- 
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nual, District, and Church Conferences, to decide questions of mem- 
bershipaccordingtolaw. Referred tothe Committee on Itinerancy. 

S. Black and J. F. Medley offered a resolution on removing of 
traveling preachers from one charge to another. Referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

S. Black and J. F. Medley offered a resolution on defining what 
is meant by the Constitution of the Church. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Sours Grorcra Conrerence.—Lovick Pierce stated that he had 
some papers to offer to the Conference, but would postpone their 
presentation to next week. He made some judicious and charac- 
teristic remarks, which were listened to with profound attention 
by the Conference. 

ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—Thos. O. Summers and A. G. Haygood 
offered a resolution in regard to the stereotyping of Minutes of 
Annual Conferences, and the Journal of the General Conference 
for 1866. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

W. A. McCarty and R. A. Hardaway offered a resolution on 
reporting collections for the Bible cause. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Bible Cause, 

Mississtppr CoNFERENCE.—J. A. Ellisand W. H. Watkins offered 
a resolution respecting the Indians within the bounds of the 
Mississippi Conference. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

Norts Mississippi CoNFERENCE.—J. Barcroft and H. W. Foote 
offered a resolution on enlarging the powers of District Confer- 
ences. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. Y. Murry, J. B. Streater, and T. S. Wade, offered a resolution 
on temperance. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—R. K. Hargrove and O. R. Blue offered 
a resolution for perfecting Church registers. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

LouIsvILLE CONFERENCE.—W. S. Johnson and G. H. Hayes 
offered a resolution in regard to members removing without cer- 
tificates. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W.S. Johnson and G. W. Beard offered a resolution on salaries 
of Book Agent and Editors. Referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests. Also one on the salaries of officers of the Board 
of Missions. Referred to the Committee on Missions. 

Soury-west Missourr Conrrrencre.—S. 8S. Bryant and L. 8. 
Burkhead offered a resolution respecting changes of Discipline on 
pages 50 and 75. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
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S. 8. Bryant and H. Clay Ewing offered a resolution on the 
election of Bishops. Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

ARKANSAS ConFrerENCE—J. J. Robertson and H. C. Allen 
offered a resolution looking to a change of verbiage in describ- 
ing the south boundary line of that Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Texas ConrERENCE.—I. G. John, A. H. Redford, and others, 
offered a resolution respecting the price of Church papers. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

J. D. Giddings, R. Alexander, and I. G. John, offered resolu- 
tions in regard to the creation of debts on Church-property. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

J. D. Giddings, J. C. C. Winch, and I. G. John, offered a resolu- 
tion on providing a standing judiciary committee. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. p 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next, the first business of 
the Conference, after the reading and correction of the Journal, 
shall be the Reports of Standing Committees which have been laid 
on the table under the rule, in the order in which they have been 
presented. W. L. Nuveen, 

C. G, ANDREWS, 
S. B. Watts. 

On motion of W. L. Nugent, the reports were ordered to be now 
taken up, and Report No. 2 on Revisal was taken up by items. 

W. G. Veal moved to adopt item 1. | 

W. H. N. Magruder moved to amend by inserting “children or 
adults”’ in place of “persons.”’ 

W. Mooney moved to lay this amendment on the table. This 
motion prevailed. 

W. H. Potter moved to strike out the word “persons” and 
insert “children or adults, or both.” 

On motion of J. W. Rodman, this motion was laid on the table. 

J. M. Richards moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—and item 1 was then adopted. 

Item 2 was then taken up, and, after considerable discussion, 
was laid on the table for the present, 

Item 3 was then taken up. H.F. Johnson moved its adoption. 

O, R. Blue moved to amend by striking out the prefix “non.” 

J. L. Gaunt moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, and the motion to amend did not prevail. 
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Item 3 was then adopted. 

Item 4 was taken up; and, on motion of W. W. Garland, was 
adopted, 

On motion of 8. X. Hall, Conference adjourned with the dox- 
ology, and benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 18, 1878. 

Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the 
chair. , 

Divine service was conducted by E. E. Wiley. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. 

W. H. Foster, reserve lay delegate from the Louisiana Confer- 
ence, in place of J. L. Scales, and J. H. Richey, lay delegate 
from North-west Texas Conference, appeared and took their seats. 
W. H. Foster was placed on the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Leave of absence was granted to G. B. Hester, lay delegate ue 
a few days); C. R. Head, lay (on account of urgent business); T 
W. Mason, lay (for the same reason). 

The Chair called for Reports of Standing and Special Commit- 
tees—there were none. 

A memorial from Arkansas Conference, on the boundaries 
between that Conference and the White River Conference, was 
presented by C. F. Harvey, which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Resolutions on representation, which had been offered by W.S. 
Johnson, W. H. Watkins, and W.G. Veal, which had been referred 
to the Committee on Revisal, were transferred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

©. Murchison and B. R. Hester offered a resolution on a | change 
of the law referring to trustees. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

W. Mooney, W. Burr, and others, offered a resolution regarding 
the Baptismal Service; and another on the order of public wor- 
ship. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. M. Boland and H. Brown offered a resolution on a change in 
sundry items in the Discipline for perspicuity and arrangement. 
Referred to, the Committee on Revisal. 

E. E. Wiley and S. Regester offered a resolution on publishing 
the General Minutes. Referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 
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J. H. Dye, A. R. Winfield, and J. A. Ellis, offered a resolution 
on appointing investigating committees. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

T. S. Wade and 8. Black offered a resolution in reference to 
receiving preachers from other Churches. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

W.S. Johnson and H. P. Walker offered a resolution on the 
duty of the Secretary of Joint Board of Finance. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

W.S. Johnson and A. R. Winfield offered a resolution on a form 
for financial exhibit of the Conference-year. Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. j 

N. T. Lupton and S. A. Caldwell offered a resolution on lay 
representation. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Thomas O. Summers and A. G. Haygood offered a resolution 
favoring the restoration of the word “of” in the title of Article 
V.in the Twenty-five Articles. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

N. T. Lupton and B. Craven offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That after Saturday, May 18, the General Conference 
hold afternoon sessions, from 3 to 6 o'clock. 

J. B. McGehee moved to lay it on the table. 

This motion did not prevail, and the resolution was adopted. 

The order of the day was called—Report No. 2 on Revisal, 
which was presented May 7, and adopted, except the second item. 
‘This item was read and adopted. 

The report as adopted is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON REVISAL. 


Your Committee on Revisal beg leave to make the following 
report: 

1. That they have had under consideration a memorial from 
the South Carolina Conference on the subject, and they concur in 
recommending that paragraph 1, Chap. V., Sec. 5, page 122, of the 
Discipline, be so changed as to read, “Let Sunday-schools be 
formed in all our congregations where ten persons can be col- 
lected for that purpose.” 

2. A resolution by A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, and E. N. Wat- 
son, looking to participation of lay members in all the business 
of Conference, with reference to which they Pespeetiatly recom- 
mend that this Conference do not concur. 
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3. Also a resolution signed by J. W. Rush, S. H. Dent, and 
others, suggesting that ministerial “relations,” as well as “char- 
acter,” be excluded from the Conference business in which lay 
members may participate, and they respectfully recommend non- 
concurrence. 

4. Also a resolution signed by Charles F. Harvey and J. J. 
Roberts, so changing Ques. 8, Sec. 14, Chap. IL., page 58, of the 
Discipline, that it shall read, “other Church interests,” instead of 
“other objects,’ and they respectfully recommend non-concur- 
rence, J. HE. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries was called up 
and read. 

N.H. Lee moved to adopt item 1, favoring the formation of the 
* Montana Conference.” 

D. Morton spoke in favor of the item, and the time Was extended 
to allow him to finish his speech. 

A. R. Winfield spoke against the item; and, by consent, D. Mor- 
ton was allowed to reply. 

W. M. Rush spoke in favor of the item. 

R. H. Mahon moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained. 

The question was taken on item 1, and it was adopted. 

Item 2 was read and adopted. 

Item 3 was read and adopted. 

The report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1.0N BOUNDARIES. 


Your committee have considered sundry resolutions, petitions, 
and memorials, and offer the following as the result of their delib- 
erations: 

1. That the Territory of Montana be, and the same is hereby, 
created a separate Conference, by the name and style of “The — 
Montana Annual Conference.” 

2. That the part of the town of Texarkana which lies in Arkan- 
sas be transferred to the North Texas Conference. 

3. That Big Stony Creek appointment, Sinking Creek Circuit, 
Baltimore Conference, be transferred to the Holston Conference, 
so that the Baltimore Conference line will run as follows: And 
thence on a direct line to New River, at Pepper's Ferry, and by 
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that river westward to the line of Greenbrier county, West Vir- 
ginia, with the exception of Big Stony Creek appointment. 


W.S. Brack, Chairman. | 
S. X. Hatt, Secretary. 


Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries was taken up 
and read, as follows: , 


REPORT NO. 2 ON BOUNDARIES. 

1. The committee have had before them the resolution signed by 
H. P. Walker, 8. X. Hall, J. W. Fitch, and J. 8S. Gaunt, from the 
Kentucky Conference; also a resolution signed by N. H. Lee, A. 
H. Redford, and G. H. Hayes, of the Louisville Conference, con- 
cerning the boundary line between those Conferences. The com- 
mittee recommend that no change be made. 

2. That the memorial from the Texas Conference, asking to 
have transferred Leon, Robinson, Milam, and Williamson coun- 
ties, in the North-west Texas Conference, to the Texas Confer- 
ence, be not granted. 

3. That the prayer of the memorialists of the East Texas Con- 
ference be granted, so that the north boundary line of the East 
Texas Conference shall commence at the Louisiana State line in 
Caddo Lake; thence up said lake to the mouth of Little Cypress 
River; thence up said river to the line of Upshur county; thence 
with the south boundary line of said county to the Texas and 
Pacific Railroad; thence west with the line of said railroad to the 
east fork of the Trinity River; thence down said river to its con- 
fluence with the main Trinity River: provided, that all towns and 
villages which are now on said railroad, or shall hereafter be 
built, shall belong to the Hast Texas Conference. 


* —_ W.. S. Brack, Chairman. 
'§. X. Hatt, Secretary. 


Item 1 was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read. 

R. Alexander moved to amend by striking oyt the word “not.” 
He advocated the amendment, and T. Stanford opposed it. 

On motion of A. 8. Andrews, the time was extended to allow 
him to finish his speech. 

At the close, T. M. Meriwether moved the previous question— 
the call was not sustained. 

W. G. Veal spoke in opposition to the amendment; J. D. Gid- 
dings spoke in favor of it; W. G. Connor against it. 

The amendment did not prevail, 
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Item 2 was then adopted. 

The remainder of the report having been recommitted, Satur- 
day, May 11, still lies on the table. 

Report No. 3 of the Committee on Revisal, with the Minority 
Report, was taken up. 

Item 1 of the Report of the Majority was read, and a motion 
was made to adopt it. 

Pending the discussion of the question, a motion to extend the 
time did not prevail. 

H. Brown, clerical delegate, North Alabama Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the session— 
A. West, reserve delegate, takes-his place, and also on the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

Conference adjourned with the doxology, and the benediction 
by the Bishop. ; 


Tuesday Morning, May 14, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by C. W. Miller. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Leave of absence was granted to S. B. Jones, clerical delegate 
from South Carolina, and W. C. Powers takes his place on the 
Committee on Publishing Interests; W. E. Wailes, lay delegate 
from Alabama Conference, and J. H. Harris takes his place on the 
Committee on Finance; and E. Y. McMorris, lay delegate from 
the Alabama Conference. 

R. Lane, clerical delegate from North Texas Conference, takes 
the place of W. J. Swain on the Committee on Education, 

N. H. D. Wilson asked and obtained leave to withdraw the 
memorial of the North Carolina Conference on boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Bishop MeTyeire took the chair, and called for Reports of 
Standing Committees. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 5 ON EPISCOPACY. 

The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report the follow- 
ing resolution, signed by J. F. Medley, T. S. Wade, and S. Black, 
which was referred to them, was duly considered, viz.: 

“Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed thata preacher can- 
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not be transferred from one Conference to another without the 
consent of the Conference to which he is transferred.”’ 

The committee recommend non-concurrence. 

S. Reerester, Chairman. 

8. S. Bryant, Secretary. 

D. C. Kelley, chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and Jaid on the 
table under the rule. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Reports Nos. 6 and 7, which were read, and laid on the table 
under the rule. 

C. K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and 
laid on the table under the rule. Also Report No.2 of that com- 
mittee, which was read, and acted upon by items. 

Item 1 was taken up and read. 

H. P. Walker and R. Abbey spoke against it. 

Pending the action on this question, E. E. Wiley and A. R. 
Winfield offered the following resolution—a motion of R. S. Fin- 
ley to lay it on the table did not prevail, and, after considerable 
discussion, it was withdrawn: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Worship, for the accom- 
modation of the General Conference, be, and they are hereby, 
kindly requested to furnish this body, if possible, a more com- 
modious and better ventilated room in which to receive and hear 
our Fraternal Messengers; and also in which to transact the gen- 
eral business of Conference up to the close of the session, 

The discussion of item 1 of Report No.2 of the Committee on 
Sunday-schools, was resumed. 

J. B. McGehee moved to amend by inserting “in view of the 
ample provision ‘of the Discipline on the subject.” 

H. J. Adams moved as a substitute for the amendment the 
resolution of H. P. Walker and J. W. Fitch. 

On motion of N. H. D. Wilson, the substitute was laid on the 
table. 

J.J. Davis called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and the amendment was adopted. 

Report No. 2 on Sunday-schools, as adopted, is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Your committee, after the most patient and careful investiga- 
tion of numerous resolutions and proposed amendments sent to 
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them, beg leave, in view of the existing ample provisions of the 
Discipline in relation to these matters, to report their non-con- 
currence in the following: . 

1. On enrolling baptized children as members of the Church, 
etc., signed by R. Abbey and W. H. Watkins. 

2. Also one on catechisms for, and enrollment of, baptized 
children, signed by -H. P. Walker and J. W. Fitch. j 

3. On enlarging the Sunday School Magazine, signed by T. J. 
Magruder and P. P. Hllis. 

4. On power in the pastor to remove a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent, signed A. T. Winsor, P. P. Ellis. 

5. On more urgent inquiries as to the diligence of pastors in 
Sunday-school work, signed J. C. C. Winch, J. D. Giddings. 

6. On encouraging Sunday-schools to support missionaries, 
signed P. P. Ellis, T. M. Cobb. 

Respectfully submitted. C. K. Marswatt, Chairman. 

P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. 


Bishop Pierce, on behalf of the Committee on Appeals, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, as fol- 


lows: 
REPORT NO. 1 ON APPEALS. 


David Nolan, elder of the North Georgia Conference, expelled. 
Decision of the North Georgia Conference not reversed. 

G. F. Pizrceg, President. 

A. G. Hayeoop, Secretary. 

Atlanta, Ga., May 14, 1878. 

N. H. D. Wilson asked and obtained leave of absence for J. W. 
North, clerical delegate from the North Carolina Conference, and 
stated that H. Lily would take his place on the Committee on 
Missions. 

A. M. Shipp gave notice that J. R. Mood, reserve lay delegate 
from the South Carolina Conference, substitutes H. Baer, lay, in 
the Conference and Committee on Finance. 

A. 8S. Andrews, O. P. Fitzgerald, and others, offered a resolu- 
tion embracing a plan for so changing the Discipline as to allow 
the clerical and lay members to participate in all elections of the 
District and Annual Conferences. Referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

J. M. Steel and John H. Dye offered a resolution embracing a 
method of relief for the Publishing House. Referred to the 
Committee on Publishing Interests. 
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J. D. Cameron, H. W. Foote, and W. P. Barton, offered a reso- 
lution favorable to combining the forms for the baptism of adults 
and the reception and recognition of Church-members. Referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

G. J. Patterson and H. A. C. Walker offered a resolution on 
hearsay testimony in Church trials: Referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

J. P. McMillen, P. A. Mitchell, and others, offered a resolu- 
tion with reference to a change in the ratio of representation in 
the General Conference. Referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

A. T. Winsor and J. F. Rucker offered a resolution on trial of 
ministers. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

D. G. Godwin, G. M. Jones, and J. R. Godwin, offered a resolu- 
tion on changing the ratio of representation in the General 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The order of the day was then called up, being Report No. 3 on 
Revisal. 

Item 1 was under discussion. 

R. H. Mahon, who was entitled to the floor, spoke against its 
adoption. 

After considerable discussion, 8. Rodgers moved the previous 
question—the call was sustained—the question was put, and item 
1 was adopted. 

Item 2 was read and adopted. 

The report, as adopted, is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 3 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present, as Report 
No. 3: 

1, That they have considered a memorial signed by C. W. Mil- 
ler, asking that it be made the duty of the Quarterly Conference, 
at the first session after each Annual Conference session, to make 
out an accurate list of the local preachers within its bounds, and, 
with the aid of the Presiding Elder, to assign to each of them a 
definite field of ministerial labor for the year; and respectfully 
recommend non-concurrence. 

2. They have also had under careful consideration a resolution 
signed by P. A. Peterson and A. R. Winfield, asking that It may 
be provided in the Discipline that no member elect to the General 
Conference shall be admitted to a seat in that body, if at the 
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time of its session he is a member of an Annual Conference other 
than that which elected him; and respectfully recommend that 
this Conference do not concur. 
Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 
F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 3 ON REVISAL. 


The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Revisal, 
being unable to agree with the majority in regard to a resolution 
referred to said committee, declaring that no person shall be 
admitted into the General Conference as representative of an 
Annual Conference of which at the time of the meeting of the 
General Conference he is not a member, respectfully submit for 
adoption the following change of Discipline: 

On page 33, Chapter II., Section 1, after the word “Confer- 
ence” in the last line of the first paragraph, add, “but no one 
shall be admitted to a seat in the General Conference who at thz 
time of holding said Conference shall be a member of an-Annuax 
Conference other than the one by which he was elected.” 

P. A. PETERSON, 
J. Y. Murry, 
M. H. NEety, 

. H. V. Puixport, 


J. W. Compton. 
Atlanta, Ga., May 8, 1878. 


Report No. 4 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up. 

Item 1 was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read and adopted. 

Item 3 was read. 

H. P. Walker moved to amend by striking out the words ‘Dis- 
trict Conference,” andinserting the words “Annual Conference.” 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the motion to amend was laid on 
the table. 

After discussion, P. A. Peterson moved the previous question— 
the call was sustained—the question was put, and item 3 was not 
adopted—113 for, 121 against. 

Item 4 was read. 

After discussion, Thos. Branch moved the previous question— 
the call was sustained—the question was put, and the item was 
not adopted—112 for, 120 against. 

On motion of J. HE. Evans, the session was extended to allow H. 
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E. Wiley, chairman of the Committee on Introductions, to pre- 
sent a report, as follows: 


REPORT ON INTRODUCTIONS. 

Resolved, That Thursday next, 10 o’clock a.m., be fixed as the 
time for receiving and hearing the Fraternal Messengers from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the main audience-room of 
this church. C. K. MarsHALL, 

J. E. Evans, 
J. K. Epwarpbs, 
T. L. MELLEN, 
K. BE. WItey, 
Of the Committee on Introductions. 


W. W. Duncan moved to strike out the last clause. 

The motion prevailed. 

The report,.as amended, was adopted. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. Y. Murry, lay delegate from 
North Mississippi Conference, and R. Paine, jr., was put in his 
place on the Committee on Revisal; also to W. H. Morgan, lay 
delegate from Tennessee Conference, on account of illness. . 

Conference adjourned with the doxology, and benediction by 
the Bishop. 

Wednesday Morning, May 15, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 

Divine service was conducted by W. Murrah. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

Bishop Keener took the chair. 

R. Abbey rose to a question of privilege, and moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Conference resolved to receive the 
Fraternal Delegates in the Conference-room, and not in the audi- 
torium of the church. 

A motion to lay on the table did not prevail. 

The motion to reconsider did not prevail. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. H. Carlisle, lay delegate 
from South Carolina Conference—his place is to be filled by W. 
K. Blake, reserve, on the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

8. B. Jones, clerical delegate from the South Carolina Confer- 
ence, resumed his seat, which was filled yesterday by W. C. 
Powers. 

A paper referring to railroad fare was read by the Secretary, 
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and, on his motion, a committee of three was ordered to which 
that and similar papers may be referred. 

The committee is as follows: D. G. Godwin, N. H. D. Wilson, 
J. M. Reed. 

J.S. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read. 

J. EK. Edwards and J. D. Vincil offered a substitute. 

J. O. A. Clark moved that the report and substitute lie on the 
table, and be the order of the day for Friday, May 17, at 10 
o'clock. 

A motion to indefinitely postpone this motion did not prevail. 

A motion to strike out the order of the day specified prevailed, 
and the motion as amended was adopted, and the report and sub- 
stitute lie on the table. 

J.B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read 
and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 

The Committee on Publishing Interests, to whom was referred 
a resolution of S. W. Moore and W. W. Bennett, on the expedi- 
ency of revising our Hymn-book, also a resolution of W. H. 
Watkins and C. G. Andrews, to inquire into the expediency of 
publishing the form of baptism and reception of members in all 
editions of the Hymn-book, have considered the same, and ask 
herewith to return them, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Hymn-book, where they can be more appropri- 
ately considered. 

Respectfully submitted. J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 

J. E. Coss, Secretary. 

W.S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented the following report on item 3 of Report No. 2 of the 
Committee on Boundaries, which had been recommitted: 


REPORT ON ITEM 3 OF REPORT NO. 2 ON BOUNDARIES. 
Your committee have carefully considered item 3, Report No. 2, 
recommitted to them, with sundry petitions from appointments 
in the North Texas Conference, referred to them, against the 
adoption of this part of the report, and have decided to return 
the item unchanged, and recommend its adoption, 


W.S. Brack, Chairman. 
8. X. Hatt, Secretary. 
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Item 3 was read, and S. B. Watts moved its adoption. 

J. H. McLean spoke against the report. 

R. 8. Finley called for the reading of the memorial of the East 
Texas Conference—which was read. 

He advocated the adoption of the report. 

R. Lane spoke against it. . 

H. D. Moore moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, and the report on item 3 was adopted—yeas, 105; nays, 
100. 

W.S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
on the table under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read. — 

J. C. Simmons and others presented a Minority Report, which 
was also read. 

Both reports were laid on the table under the rule. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 8 of that committee, which was read, and acted on by 
items. 

Item 1 was read, as follows: 

“1. Memorials from Wm. Baker, T. L. Boswell, and Wm. F. 
Harris, asking the restoration to its former place in the Discipline 
of the question, ‘Do you expect to be made perfect in love in 
this life?’”” Non-concurrence. 

T. L. Boswell moved to strike out the prefix “non.” 

T. L. Boswell, Lovick Pierce, and others, advocated the amend- 
ment, and, after discussion, J.S. Key moved the previous question 
—the call was sustained, and the amendment was adopted. 

On motion of A. Hunter, Rule XVII. was suspended, and item 
1, as amended, was adopted. 

Item 2 was then adopted. 

On motion, the report was then laid on the.table, to allow Re- 
port No, 1 on the Bible Cause to be presented, 

H. F. Johnson, chairman of the Committee on the Bible Cause, 
presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read, and 
laid on the table under the rule. 

The Rev. A. 8. Hunt, D.D., Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, addr are the Conference in relation to 
the work of the Society. 


The Chair responded in some felicitous remarks to the admira- 
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ble and impressive address of Dr. Hunt, to which the Conference 
had listened with profound attention. 

A. H. Redford, Treasurer of the Bishops’ Hund; presented his 
account with the Bishops for the last four years, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and the benedic- 
tion by Lovick Pierce. 


Thursday Morning, May 16, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted: by W. H. Potter. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

Leave of absence was granted to M. N. Shive, lay delegate from 
West Texas Conference; R. N. Price, clerical delegate from Hol- 
ston Conference, whose place on the Committee on Publishing 
Interests is filled by J. P. Kelly; J. S. Burnett, clerical delegate 
from Holston Conference (for a few days). 

W. G. Connor, North-west Texas Conference, is substituted by 
J. H. Richey on the Committee on Missions. 

J. W. Lewis presented a petition from the official Boards of St. 
Louis Churches, praying for a union of the St. Louis and South- 
west Missouri Conferences. Referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

The order of business was suspended, to allow the following 
resolution to be offered and read: 

Resolved, That after to-morrow, Friday, the 17th instant, no 
resolution, memorial, or petition, proposing a change of the Dis- 
cipline, shall be entertained, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Conference. ' 'P, A. PErErson, 

PauL WHITEHEAD. 


W. G. Veal moved to amend by substituting Saturday. This 
motion did not prevail. 

The resolution was adopted. 

8. S. Bryant presented a remonstrance against the change of 
the boundaries of the South-west Missouri Conference. Referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

The Chair then called for Reports of Standing Committees. 

Cn motion of H. F. Johnson, they were received and laid on 
the table without reading. 
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J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Reports Nos. 9 and 10 of that committee. 

‘C.K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Reports Nos. 3 and 4 of that committee. 

Rk. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Reports Nos. 12, 13, and 14 of that ‘committee. 

P. P. Ellis, chairman of the Committee on Temperance, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee. 

Bishop Pierce presented Report No. 2 of the Committee on 
Appeals, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON APPEALS. 

Appeal of Tyree B. Harbin, elder, Ilinois Conference—sus- 
pended. 

Decision of the Illinois Conference reversed. 

G. F. Pierce, President. 

Atticus G. HayaGoop, Sec. Gen. Conf. 

Atlanta, Ga., May 16, 1878. 

8. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of J. S. Key, was made the order of the day for Friday 
next, at 10 o’clock—a motion of H. F. Johnson to strike out the 
order of the day not being adopted. 

The order of the day having arrived, A. H. Colquitt, chairman 
of the Committee on Introductions, introduced the Rev. Cyrus D. 
Foss, D.D., and the Hon. William Cumback, Fraternal Messengers 
from the General Conference of the M. E. Church, to the presiding 
Bishop, who introduced them to the College of Bishops and to the 
General Conference, which received them standing. 

The Chair then delivered to the Secretary the credentials of 
the Messengers, which were read to the Conference, as follows: 


ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE M. E, CHURCH, SOUTH. 


To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Dear Fatuers AND Brorners:—The Bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, acting under the authority of the late General 
Conference, have appointed the Rev. Cyrus D, Foss, D.D., one of 
our ministers, and the Hon. William Cumback, one of our prom- . 
inent laymen, as Fraternal Delegates to your Conference. These 
honored brethren, who occupy a prominent rank in our Church, 
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will represent to you our affairs, and will convey to you the 
expressions of our warmest regard and sympathy. 

By order and in behalf of the Board of Bishops. 

Witiiam L. Harris, Secretary. 

New York, April 12, 1878. 

Lovick Pierce then presented to the Chair the Fraternal Ad- 
dress of the British Conference, with the accompanying letter to 
Bishop Marvin. 

The Chair delivered the same to the Botndiany to read. 

The letter and Address were read, as follows: 


35 Trrniry Square, Lonvoy, 8. E., Ena., October 2, 1877. 

My Dear Bisnor Marvin:—I beg to place in your hands the 
Address of the British Conference to the next General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, United States. As I 
am ignorant of your address, I direct this to the care of Dr. 
Lovick Pierce, whose address Dr. Punshon has kindly given to 
me. Ishall be greatly obliged by a few lines from you, acknowl- 
edging the receipt of it. With kind regards, and pleasant remi- 
niscences of my intercourse with you in Bristol. I remain, my 


dear Bishop Marvin, yours very truly, H. W. Witiiams. 
To the Rev. Bishop Marvin, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, United 
States. ¢ 


ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE OF 1877 TO THE NEXT 
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, SOUTH, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

REVEREND AND Dear BRETHREN:—It has afforded us no ordi- 
nary pleasure to receive amongst us, at our Annual Conference, 
the two brethren who were accredited to us as your representa- 
tives, Bishop Marvin and the Rev. E. R. Hendrix. Our interest 
in the occasion and object of their visit to the Old World would,. 
of itself, have insured them a cordial welcome as messengers of 
the Churches; but a still deeper feeling has been awakened by 
the earnest and affectionate salutation borne by them from your 
Church to ours, and by the tidings which they have brought of 
your prosperity. Most heartily, dear brethren, do we reciprocate 
your Christian greeting, and join in your thanksgivings for the 
success that has followed your labors. 

We rejoice in the many tokens of a broad and deep Christian 
culture amongst the members of your Church, in the prosperity 
of your educational institutions, and in the earnestness of your 
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endeavors to maintain and diffuse pure and elevated literature. 
Above all, we were filled with thankfulness as we heard your 
representatives speak of the happy results of the trials through 
which your country has passed, the deepened piety of your Church 
at home, and the revival of zealous effort in missionary labors 
abroad. May He who has thus blessed the times of trouble and 
distress send far more abundant blessing in these times of peace! 

The accounts which Bishop Marvin has given us respecting 
your missionary work in Mexico, in Brazil, in China, amongst the , 
Germans in Texas, and amongst the Indions were to us full of 
interest. We look forward to great results from your labor in 
these fields, some of which are open to yourselves alone. Weare 
persuaded that with you, as with ourselves, zealous missionary 
effort abroad will ever be fraught with blessed influence on 
Churches at home. 

As to ourselves, we gratefully acknowledge that eee the past 
year the good hand of the Lord our God has been upon us. In 
many places we have been permitted to witness a remarkable 
revival of religious power. Our annual returns show that, though 
our losses by death and by emigration have been very great, the 
number of members in our societies has been increased by nine 
thousand during the year. The number of candidates offering 
themselves for the work of the ministry has been larger than in 
any former year of our history. Our theological colleges are 
filled with earnest young men preparing for home and foreign 
spheres of labor. Our Foreign Missions have been well sustained, 
though the range of our operations has not been greatly enlarged 
during the year. The working of our various educational insti- 
tutions has been successful, and in every department of Christian 
labor we have, through the Divine blessing, to record encouraging 
results. 

Many circumstances have concurred to impress us very deeply 
with a sense of our responsibility for maintaining in its purity, 
and for declaring with increased fervency and force, the “ mes- 
sage” of truth which from the beginning the Methodist Churches 
have received and proclaimed. The pretensions of an infidelity 
which claims to occupy as its own the fields of philosophy and 
of science, the organized conspiracy of Ultramontanism against 
our liberties and our faith, the ritualistic and sacerdotal spirit 
that widely prevails, and the insidious errors that are finding 
their way into many Churches of our land, fill us with solicitude, 
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and impel us to greater zeal in the diffusion of sound doctrine. 
We are satisfied, dear brethren, that in these feelings and resolves 
you are one with us, recognizing with equal fullness of conviction 
these peculiar and weighty responsibilities. You will unite with 
us in fervent prayer to the “one Lord,” that all our Churches 
may be knit together in “one faith,” 

Having this end in view, we would gladly strengthen the bonds 
of fraternal intercourse with all that “hold the Head,” and espe- 
cially with all branches of the Methodist Church. We greatly 
rejoice that in your own land the Churches of the North and the 
South are coming into closer fellowship. We shall gladly embrace 
every opportunity of proving the reality and the depth of our 
brotherly feeling. There are many difficulties which prevent us 
from acceding to your request that we should appoint a represent- 
ative to attend your Conference next year. We trust that in the 
future such an appointment may be found practicable. 

You will have our earnest prayers, dear brethren, that a special 
blessin'g may rest on your General Conference. With warm 
Christian affection and high esteem, we commend you to God and 
to the word of his grace. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference. 


Henry W. WILuiams, Secretary. 
Bristol, August 10, 1877. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of five on Fraternal Correspond- 
ence be appointed by the Chair, tc whom shall be referred all 
matters pertaining to the communications just made to this body, 
and to all kindred communications. A. M. Suipp, 

O. P. FITzGERALD. 

The Chair then presented the Rev. Dr. Foss, who made a truly 
fraternal address to the Conference, at the close of which the 
Chair presented the Hon. Will. Cumback, who followed in a simi- 
lar strain. Both addresses were received with great applause. 

Lovick Pierce responded to the fraternal greetings of the Mes- 
sengers, who had alluded to him as the patriarch of Methodism, 
being in his ninety-fourth year. 

The Chair then responded in the same happy vein on behalf 
of the Conference, and of the entire Connection, to the addresses 
of the Messengers. 

The whole scene was morally sublime, and at its close the Con- 
ference spontaneously arose and sung the doxology, 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 


-and without formal vote adjourned with the benediction by the 
Bishop. 
Friday Morning, May 17, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. 

H. A. C. Walker conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Leave of absence was granted to W. W. Garland, lay delegate 
from White River Conference; J. 8. Gaunt, lay delegate from 
Kentucky Conference; J. T. Miller, lay delegate from Nerth 
Carolina Conference; S. B. Watts, lay delegate from Mississippi 
Conference—all on account of business, and H. M. Beckwith, lay 
delegate from Denver Conference, on account of sickness. 

The Chair announced the names of the Committee on Fra- 
ternal Correspondence, to wit: A. M. Shipp, E. E. Wiley, O. P. 
Fitzgerald, A. H. Colquitt, J. D. Giddings. 

The Conference ordered to receive the Fraternal Messengers of 
the Methodist Protestant Church at 11 o’clock this morring. 

Bishop Pierce took the Chair. 

On motion of N. H. D. Wilson, the regular order of business 
was suspended for fifteen minutes, for the purpose of presenting 
and referring resolutions. 

The Conferences were called in order. 

N. H. D. Wilson and L. S. Burkhead offered a resolution in 
reference to appeals from Episcopal Decisions. Referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

H. A. C. Walker and O, A. Darby offered a resolution suggest- 
ing a question to be added to the order of business in the Quar- 
terly Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. R. Mood and G. J. Patterson offered a resolution on Quar- 
terly Conference business. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

H. J. Adams and J. H. Grogan offered a resglution on exami- 
nation of Quarterly Conference Journals. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

H. J. Adams and J. M. Beal offered a resolution on providing 
for minutes of the investigation preparatory to the trial of a 
traveling preacher. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

L. Pierce asked and, on motion, obtained leave to have read 


and laid on the table a paper for future consideration. Ordered — 


to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 


, 
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J. W. Hinton presented a memorial from South Georgia Con- 
ference, on change in Ritual. Referred to the Committee on Re- 
visal. 

J. W. Hinton presented a memorial from the South Georgia 
Conference, on licensing and examining local preachers, and their 
ordination. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

F. Law, J. G. Gurley, and H. D. Moore, offered a resolution 
proposing an additional question on passage of character in the 
Annual Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

W. H. Watkins and W. W. Bennett offered a resolution on pub- 
lishing Episcopal Decisions. Referred to the Committee on ia 
copacy. 

T. L. Mellen and H. F. Johnson offered a resolution on the 
change of Discipline in reference to duties of the Book Agent. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. A. Ellis and 8S. B. Watts offered a resolution on certificates 
from licentiates received from other Churches. Referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also one on receiving ministers from 
other Churches. Referred tothe Committee on Revisal. 

J. R. Godwin, G. M. Jones, and others, a resolution prescribing 
a plan for the future management of the Publishing House at 
Nashville. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

W. Mooney presented a memorial from the Clarksville District, 
Tennessee Conference, on election of stewards by the Church 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

N. H. Lee, A. H. Redford, and 8. X. Hall, offered a resolution 
on the traveling expenses of the Bishops. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

A memorial was presented from Cambridge Sunday-school, 
South-west Missouri Conference, on assistant Sunday-school. 
superintendents and libraries. Referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. 

P. P. Ellis and A. T. Winsor offered a resolution on Annual 
Conference Sunday-school Boards. Referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. 

J. D. Vincil and W. M. Rush offered a resolution proposing a 
change of Discipline concerning the trial of a traveling preacher. 
Referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. B. A. Ahrens presented the Report of the German Pub- 
lishing Committee. Referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 
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P. Gallagher and John W, Paulett offered a resolution respecting 
the bonding of certain officers. Referred to the Committee on 
Finance. Also a resolution on enlarging and prescribing duties, 
responsibilities, etc., of the Book Committee, Book Agent, ete. 
Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

J.S. Burnett and F. Richardson offered a resolution on pub- 
lishing a Church map, showing the boundaries of Annual Con- 
ferences. Referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

L. 8. Reed and W.S. Black offered a resolution on the boundary 
line between the Virginia and North Carolina Conferences. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

W. iH. Foster and W. H. N. Magruder offered a resolution on 
preparing a Hymn-book for social meetings. Referred to the 
Committee on the Hymn-book. 

T. S. Wade and B. Craven offered a resolution on a uniform 
method of reporting statistics at the Annual Conference. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Bishop Paine made a statement in reference to a bequest of Mrs. 
White, of Maryland, of certain property in Louisiana to the M. E. 
Chiuxels, South. Hehascommitted itintrustto R.J. Harp, as agent. 
The property has so decreased in value that it yields no profit. 

The order of the day came in. Report No. 6 on Episcopacy 
was taken up and read. 

P. A. Peterson moved as a substitute: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to strengthen the Episcopacy by 
the election of two Bishops. 

W. G. Veal called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained, by 116 yeas and 74 nays. 

The question was put, and the substitute did not prevail. 

The report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report that they 
have maturely considered that portion of the pastoral address of 
the Bishops which was referred to them, and also several papers 
signed by individual members of your body, relating to election 
of Bishops, and the committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient and unnecessary at this time te . 
increase the number of Bishops. S, Reeesrer, Chairman. 

8. 8. Bryant, Secretary. 


1878.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 121 


The Reports of Standing Committees were called for, and the 
following were presented: 

Report No. 7 on Itinerancy. Read and laid on the table under 
the rule. 

Report No. 8 on Itinerancy was read. 

Item I was adopted. 

Item 2 wasread—H. J. Adams moved tostrike out the word “non.” 

On motion of W. Mooney, the amendment was laid on the table. 

On motion of J. D. Giddings, item 2 was adopted. 

Item 3 was read. 

W.A. Tarwater moved toamend by striking out the word “non.” 

P. A. Peterson called for the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and the motion to amend did not 
prevail. 

Item 3 was adopted. 

Item 4 was read and adopted. 

The report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 8 ON ITINERANCY, 


The Committee on Itinerancy have bestowed careful thought 
upon each one of the subjects referred to them, which are named 
in this their eighth report, and do respectfully recommend non- 
concurrence in each of them, viz.: 

1. A resolution signed J.J. Wheat and J. D. Cameron, asking 
that Presiding Elders on contiguous Districts be allowed to pre- 
side at each other's District Conferences in the absence of a 
Bishop. 

2. A preamble and resolution signed by H. J. Adams and J. H. 
Grogan, asking to strike from the Discipline the provision that 
upon a call of one-fifth of the members of the General Confer- 
ence the lay and clerical members shall vote separately. 

3. A resolution signed W. A. Tarwater and T. C, Downs, pro- 
viding for the arrest of the character of a traveling preacher who 
shall fail to make satisfactory efforts to discharge debts of his 
own creation. 

4, Two resolutions signed by S. Black and J. F. Medley, asking 
that a Presiding Elder be not allowed to remove a preacher from 
one station, or appoint him to another, without the consent of 
the Quarterly Conference. Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, it was ordered that reports to be laid 
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on the table under the rule be not read, but printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. | 

W.S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 4 of that committee, which was laid on the 
table under the rule. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the ‘Committee on Revisal, pre- 
sented Report No. 11 of that committee, which was laid on the 
table under the rule. He also presented Report No, 12 of that 
committee, which was read. 

Item 1 was taken up. 

P. Whitehead moved to amend by striking out the prefix “non.”’ 

Farther action on the report was suspended, in order to the 
reception of the Fraternal Messengers of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church. 

KE. E. Wiley, chairman pro tem. of the Committee on Introduc- 
tions, presented to the Chair the Rev. Alexander Clark, D.D., the 
Rev. George R. Barr, D.D., and the Rev. F. H. M. Henderson, D.D. 

The Chair introduced the Fraternal Messengers to his col- 
leagues, and then to the Conference, which received them standing. 

The Secretary then read the credentials of the Fraternal Mes- 
sengers, as follows: 


ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH TO THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, South. 

Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN :—By the Convention of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, in session at Baltimore, Md., on this the 
twenty-third day of May, A.D. 1877, the bearers hereof, Alexan- 
der Clark, D.D., George R. Barr, D.D., F. H. M. Henderson, D.D., 
and Thos. J. Finch, have been duly appointed Fraternal Messen- 
gers to convey to you the Christian greetings of the Convention 
and of the Church it represents. We would hereby commend 
them to your Christian courtesy, and respectfully ask for them a 
hearing by your venerable body, while they may present the 
wishes and feelings of the Convention. 

Praying in all earnestness that the great Head of the Church 
may richly crown all your deliberations and acts, we remain your 
fellow-laborers in the work of the everlasting gospel. 

By order and in behalf of the Convention. 


L. W. Bares, President. 
G. B. McExroy, Secretary. 
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Dr. Clark stated that Mr. Finch was precluded by illness from 
attending. 

The Chair then presented Dr. Clark, who addressed the Con- 
ference at some length in a most eloquent and fraternal style. 
His address was received with great favor and applause. 

The Chair then presented Dr. Henderson, who followed in an 
address of some length. 

The Chair responded in Bishop Pierce’s happiest vein. 

Dr. Clark stated that Dr. Barr excused himself from speaking 
on account of indisposition. ‘ 

The Conference spontaneously rose and sung, 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 


After which the regular business was resumed—being the con- 
sideration of the motion of P. Whitehead, to amend item 1 of 
Report No. 11 on Revisal, by striking out the prefix “non.” 

J. B. McGehee moved the previous question—the call was not 
sustained. 

After discussion by A. R. Winfield, R. K. Hargrove, and D.C. 
Kelley, the hour of adjournment approaching, farther action on 
the report, with the amendment, was suspended, P. A. Peterson 
having the floor. 

Thomas O. Summers and A. G. Haygood offered resolutions 
concerning the Centennial Celebration of the M. E. Church in 
America, which were read and referred to the Committee on the 
Ecumenical Conference. 

C. K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No.5 of that committee, which was laid on the 
table. 

C. K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on the Hymn-book, 
presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was laid on the 
table. 

E. H. Pottle stated that if he had been present at the time 
when Report No. 2 of the Committee on Credentials and the 
Minority Report were acted on, he would have voted for the 
Majority and against the Minority Report. 

Conference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, May 18, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by C. D. Oliver. 
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The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Leave of absence was asked for and granted to W. H. Wheeler, 
lay delegate from Little Rock Conference (on account of urgent 
business); T. M. Jones, lay delegate from North Carolina Confer- 
ence (on account of college duties); J. H. Harris, lay delegate 
from Alabama Conference (on account of illness), H.F. Johnson 
asked and obtdined leave of absence for one day—W. L. C. Hun- 
nicutt, reserve, takes his place. 

E. H. Pottle asked for an Episcopal decision in regard to the 
seating of L. D. Dameron in the General Conference. 

The following is the decision by the Bishop: 


DECISION OF BISHOP PIERCE ON THE CASE OF L. D. DAMERON. 

The action of the Conference simply seated Brother Dameron. 
On the first day of the Conference his name was enrolled—his 
right to a seat was questioned—a committee on credentials was 
raised, to whom this and other cases were referred. The com- 
mittee reported against his eligibility. There was a minority 
report, recognizing his right. If this last report had been adopted, 
Brother Dameron would have been seated de jure; but this report 
was voted down, The report of the majority, which denied his 
eligibility, was also voted down. This result left him in his seat 
de facto. 


On motion of R.S8. Finley, the rule was suspended to allow him 
to present a substitute for item 3 in the Report No. 2 on Bound- 
aries, adopted Wednesday, May 15, 

On motion of I. G. John, item 3 of Report No. 2 on Boundaries 
was reconsidered. 

‘The substitute was read and adopted, as follows: 


SUBSTITUTE FOR ITEM 38, REPORT NO. 2 ON BOUNDARIES. C 
Resolved, That the boundary line between the East Texas Con- 
ference and the North Texas Conference, as defined in the memo- 
rial of the East Texas Conference, which Was adopted by this 
General Conference at its present session, be, and the same is 
hereby, amended, so as to include in the North Texas Conference 
the towns of Terrill and Will’s Point, and all that part of Kauf- 
man county not now embraced in the Prairieville Circuit. 
R. 8. FINtey, 
Joun H. McLean. 


The line so changed is defined as follows: Beginning at the 


1878.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 125 


Louisiana State line in Soda Lake and running up said lake to 
the mouth of Little Cypress River, and up said river to the line 
of Upshur county; thence along said line south, to the Texas 
Pacific Railroad; thence along said railroad to the east bound- 
ary of Kaufman county; thence down to the south-east corner 
of said county; thence west in a straight line to the Trinity 
River: provided, that all towns on the said railroad, as above 
defined, shall belong to the East Texas Conference, except the 
town of Will’s Point, which shall remain in the North Texas 
Conference. . 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

C. K. Marshall presented a package of drawings of churches, 
gotten up by the Church Extension Society of the M. EB. Church, 
forwarded by said society. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin and C. K. Marshall, 

Resolved, That we gratefully acknowledge the valuable pres- 
ent of the plans and reports of the Church Extension Rooms in 
Philadelphia, presented to this Conference, and we tender to 
the Rev. A. J. Kynett, D.D., Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board, our warmest thanks, for the beautiful and important 
publications. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 7 ON EPISCOPACY. 

The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report that they 
have called the names of our Bishops, one by one, and have care- 
fully reviewed the life and official administration of each for the 
past four years, and have found them blameless. 


8S. ReGestEer, Chairman. 
8. 8. Bryant, Secretary. 


He also presented Report No. 8 of that committee, which was 
read in profound stillness. 

By request, J. W. Lewis, who was present with Bishop Marvin 
in his last days, gave an account of the illness, death, and burial 
of the Bishop. He was followed by John Hogan, W. M. Rush, 
C. I. Vandeventer, Y. J. Allen (who gave an account of the Bish- 
op’s work in China), Dr. B. T. Kavanaugh (not a member of the 
Conference, who gave an account of the Bishop’s work in the 
army), and T. M. Finney. 
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After the affecting testimonies borne to the glorified Bishop, 
the Conference adopted the report standing. 


REPORT NO. 8 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy ask leave to offer the following 
tribute to the memory of the late Bishop Marvin: 

In view of the elaborate and full statements of dates and details 
of work, made in memorial-sermons and obituaries, we do not 
deem it necessary now to do more than to express the great sor- 
row that fills our hearts on account of the removal of this emi- 
nent servant of God from amongst us. For nearly twelve years 
he served the Church in the high official station of General Super- 
intendent. In this capacity he illustrated, in an eminent degree, 
the zeal, the purity of life, the self-forgetfulness, and the entire- 
ness of consecration, that characterized the apostles of our Lord, 
thus furnishing the highest possible title to be recognized as their 
successor. . 

Before he was called to this high distinction, his life was wholly 
consecrated to the work of the itinerant ministry, and in that 
capacity he was unswerving in fidelity to the duties laid upon him. 
For him no sacrifice was too great, no work was too hard, that 
proposed to enhance the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. En- 
dowed with high intellectual and spiritual gifts, he laid all upon 
the altar of the Church. Nor was the Church slow to recognize 
his worth. She ordained him to serve in her holy places, and 
intrusted to his hand a large part of her honor and interests. It 
may be said with propriety that he was never untrue to the trust 
thus confided. 

A special emphasis is given to our sorrow by the fact that the 
Church of God is not permitted to reap the full benefit of his 
wise observations in his extended Eastern tour. Commissioned 
to go to the millions who sit in the region and shadow of death 
in heathen lands, he went as a messenger of light into their 
midst, and his accurate observation, and comprehensive apprecia- 
tion of the situation, placed him in possession of a wealth of facts 
that would have been of incalculable benefit in the Church’s great 
missionary work. His holy zeal for the kingdom of Christ, kin- 
dled to an intenser flame by the sight of millions under the pall 
of pagan darkness, would have infused itself into the Church, 
and her arm would have been nerved afresh for the conquest of 
the world to the Son of God. But the Head of the Church dis- 
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missed him from a field in which it was fondly hoped he would 
achieve such grand results. We bow to the mysterious dispensa- 
tion, assured that though we know not now what He doeth, we 
shall know. 

It is matter of profound gratitude to God that the grace on 
which our now sainted Bishop leaned so confidingly was sufficient 
to preserve him blameless throughout his entire career as a min- 
ister of Jesus Christ. Wise in counsel, just in administration, 
blameless in moral and official life, he served his generation, and 
fellon sleep. Long may the example of his apostolical zeal and 
purity of life stand before his brethren who minister at the altar 
of the Church! S. Recester, Chairman. 

S. 8S. Bryant, Secretary. 


On motion of D. C. Kelley, it was resolved to release the estate 
of the late Bishop Marvin from obligation to pay the subscrip- 
tion of Bishop Marvin for the relief of the Publishing House. 

The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the whole Church shares in grateful remem- 
brance of Bishop Marvin’s great services, and the whole Church 
claims the privilege of taking part in erecting a suitable monu- 


ment to his memory, and providing a home for his family. 


O. P. FirzGERALD, 
C. D. OLIVER, 
C. P. Berry. 
J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing In- 
terests, presented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


Your Committee on Publishing Interests would respectfully 
report: 

Your committee have considered the resolution of J.S. Burnett 
and Frank Richardson, respecting the publication of a map 
marking the boundaries of our Conferences, and recommend that 
you do not concur with the said resolution. — 

J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 

J. E. Coss, Secretary. 

J.B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing In- 
terests, also presented Report No. 3 of that committee. 

T. L. Mellen, J. M. Richards, and others, presented a Minority 
Report. 
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- Both reports were read and laid on the table for farther consid. 
eration. They are as follows: 


REPORT NO. 3 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


The committee to whom was referred the past history and 
present condition of the Publishing House of the M. EH. Church, 
South, including our Sunday-school literature, and the Christian 
Advocate, beg leave to submit the following report: 

According to the statements furnished by Dr. Redford and 
others, Our Little People, from October 19, 1870, to April 1, 1878, 
has paid expenses and returned to the Publishing House a profit 
of $10,129.07. 

The Sunday School Visitor, from November 6, 1866, to April 1, 
1878, has paid all expenses and yielded a profit to the House of 
$24,946.34. . 

The Lesson Papers, from October 19, 1870, to April 1, 1878, has 
cleared expenses and returned to the House a profit of $35,490.29. 

These are most gratifying results, and they show that our 
Sunday-school literature has met the wants of the Church, and 
has returned to the Publishing House during the past twelve 
years the sum of $70,566.19. 

These facts furnish indubitable evidence of the prudence and 
ability of those who have had under their control this depart- 


ment of our work. They have left the impress of skilled hands. 


upon their labors, and they justly deserve the gratitude of the 
Church. 

The Christian Advocate, from May 24, 1866, to July 1, 1878, has 
-met expenses and returned to the Publishing House, in little less 
than twelve years, a profit of $27,220.68. Here again we are 
able to chronicle a most pleasing result, for the Advocate has 
averaged to the Church a profit of more than $2,000 per annum. 
During the period above named it has been the special organ of 
the Tennessee, Kentucky, Louisville, and Helston Conferences, 
and the general organ of the whole Church. Notwithstanding 
the success just announced, we are constrained to say that its 
circulation has been much too small, amounting now to little 
more than 9,000 subscribers. This number ought to be increased 
to at least 30,000. 

While the able, learned, and overworked editor has done much 
for the cause of truth and righteousness, has greatly aided in 
establishing Wesleyan theology in this country, and while his 
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varied wisdom, long experience, and Christian conservatism, are 
felt and seen in almost every issue, still your committee must 
concede that their conception of a great Connectional organ has 
not been yet attained, and they believe that it cannot be reached 
by any man, whatever may be his resources, unless his time and 
talents are wholly consecrated to this great enterprise. The 
wants of the Church.in this direction are numerous and pressing. 
We represent here, in the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, a mighty. and growing people, possess- 
-ing every variety of natural gifts, and in nearly all grades of 
intellectual and moral culture. Their living natures are deeply 
impressible, and in hundreds and thousands of instances they are 
hungry for the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. This vast multi- 
tude of immortal spirits can and ought to be reached by our 
great central organ, and its weekly visits should go like angels’ 
visits to their homes and hearts. It should echo in the sinners’ 
ears the thunders of the violated law, and should point the peni- 
tent believer to pardon, peace, and heaven, through Jesus Christ. 
Its rebukes of sin and corruption, wherever found, should consti- 
tute it one of the bulwarks of the Church, and its presentation 
of truth, virtue, integrity, and fuith, should add to the incentives 
which urge our people toward the standard of perfection fur- 
nished by the life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. Its 
weekly messages, as they go forth to the people in fresh, terse, 
and incisive editorials, should be, if possible, alike welcome and 
instructive to age and inexperience, to mature manhood and bud- 
ding youth. Such an organ would be a boon to our Church, and 
it would furnish a suitable exponent of the intelligence, piety, 
and power of our beloved Zion. To make such a weekly as this, 
its editor must be “aman of one work’’—must have time to 
consider the wants of the entire Church, to utilize the fixed and 
current literature of the age, and to pour forth in thrilling para- 
graphs the wisdom and strength drawn from these sources. Such 
a periodical would be the pride of Southern Methodism, and it 
would help to make a new epoch in her purity and progress. A 
weekly like this, and with such a mission before it as has just 
been shown, could afford to be generous and kind to the whole 
family of Advocates now in our bounds. Noadvantage should be 
sought, all friction should be carefully avoided, and every reason- 
able effort should be made to foster and sustain them. And your 
committee would earnestly recommend that the central organ 
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should be published at a price that would not undermine and 
destroy its less fortunate competitors in the field of Southern 
Methodism, and they believe that $2.50 per annum is the lowest 
amount at which it should be issued. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
~ J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 
J. E. Coss, Somer 


MINORITY REPORT FOR REPORT NO. 8 ON PUBLISHING 
INTERESTS. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
eopal Church, South: 

The undersigned, a minority of, the Committee on Publishing 
Interests, regret the necessity for submitting a Minority Report, 
differing from that of the majority, on the condition and arrange- 
ment of the Christian Advocate, and the Sunday-school literature, 
published at Nashville, Tennessee; but believing the Majority 
Report inaccurate and defective in several important particulars, 
we are left with no other alternative, and with déferenes present 
this report: 

1. Concerning the editorial management of the Sunday School 
Magazine, Visitor, Lesson Papers, and Our Little People, either by 
the Rev. Dr. Haygood or the Rev. Dr. Cunnyngham, we have no 
words to say but words of commendation; but as to the expenses 
of conducting the Sunday-school literature, the profits thereon, 
or the expenses or profits of the Advocate, or the amount realized 
from advertisements, we have been furnished with no itemized 
accounts, but only the general statements contained in the 
Agent’s Third Quadrennial Report, and as we have found other 
figures in his report—notably the statement of assets and liabili- 
ties—delusive, we know not what estimate to put upon the figures 
concerning the expenses and profits of either the Advocate or 
Sunday-school literature, and hence we are undble to congratulate 
the Church on the financial showing made in the Agent's report. 

2. As to the business arrangement of the Advocate: So far as 
our information extends, the business of the Advocate appears to 
have been very improperly conducted in one very important 
matter, if in no other. For the enormous amount of advertising 
of various and numerous books written and published, and (some) 
still owned by persons connected with the Advocate, not one cent 
has ever been charged, collected, or paid, thus resulting, as we believe, 
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in great loss to the publishing department of the Advocate, as 
well as trifling profit to the individuals interested. 

3. As to the editorial management of the Advocate: The editor 
we know to be able.and learned, and we believe him to be of 
unsullied purity of character. To him our Church has been, and 
still is, indebted for many valuable contributions to Wesleyan 
theology and expositions of the cardinal doctrines of Methodism. 
Still the multiplicity of his labors in other matters has more or 
less interfered with his editorial duties. Besides, no one man can 
edit a paper, such as the organ of the General Conference ought 
to be, in a manner satisfactory in any appreciable degree to the 
majority of those interested in the welfare and usefulness of the 
Advocate. If we are to have but one editor, it is essential that he 
should devote his whole time and attention to the paper. 

4. As to the circulation of the Advocate: The circulation of the 
Advocate is reported at 9,200 copies, of which not more than 3,600, 
we are reliably informed, are received by laymen at full price, 
while the residue are subscribed for by preachers at reduced rates, 
while some are furnished free of charge as exchanges, etc. The © 


- organ of the General Conference should, in our opinion, have a 


circulation of at least 50,000 copies, instead of the limited num- 
ber which is exceeded by that of some of the organs of Annual 
Conferences, while some of the Annual Conference Advocates 
have a legitimate circulation much less than the Nashville Chris- 
tian Advocate. The cause of this very limited circulation is two- 
fold: (1) Too much space has been allotted to the Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Holston Conferences, to the exclusion of matters 
of general interest to all the Conferences. In other words, the 
Advocate has been too local in its scope and contents. (2) Too 
much prominence has been given, and too many columns devoted, 
to matters in which those connected with the Christian Advocate 
have been personally and financially interested, so that the Advo- 
cate has seemed to be conducted in the behalf of a few instead of 
the many. 

In conclusion, we would say that if the Nashville Christian 
Advocate is to be continued (as we earnestly hope it may) as the 
organ of the General Conference, it should not be the special 
organ of any Annual Conference, but should represent the whole 
membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; other- 
wise, its decline, which began two years ago, and resulted in a 
toss of more than $900 during the last ten months, as shown by 
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the Agent’s report, will go on with hastening strides until its 
redemption will be impossible. 
Respectfully submitted. T. L. MEwuen, 
J. M. RicHarps, 
eter And others. 


J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing In- 
terests, presented Report No. 4 of that committee, referring to a 
Quarterly Review, which was read, and laid on the table for future 
consideration. 

On motion of J. ©. C. Winch, the rule was suspended. for the 
purpose of taking up Report No. 6 on Missions. 

The report was taken up, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions direct me to report that, in consid- 
ering the revision of the Constitution of the Missionary Board, 
they have deemed it wise and expedient to eliminate from said 
Constitution all that pertained to “Domestic Missions.” They 
recommend the insertion of a section, beginning on page 163, to 
be numbered Section 6, as follows: 


Or Home AID. 


1. Each Annual Conference shall organize a “Board of Home 
Aid,” in such manner as it may prescribe, the object of which 
shall be to aid weak charges, and to establish new ones in desti- 
tute places, and may provide rules and regulations for the raising 
of all revenue necessary for the purposes contemplated and the 
soa iene of said Board, and the disposition of the fund raised. 

. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders to bring the 
hace of “Home Aid” prominently before the Quarterly Con- 
. ferences of each circuit and station, and see to it that efficient 
and well-defined modes and plans be adopted for raising funds 
for said purpose. D. C. Keiiery, Chairman. 

W.S. Jounson, Secretary. 


The Minority Report is as follows: 


REPORT OF MINORITY ON MISSIONS NO. 6 ON HOME AID. 


We, the minority of the Committee on Missions, not being 
able to agree with the majority on the subject of Home Aid, beg 
leave to present the following, to form Sec. 6 of Chap. IX., page 
163, of the Discipline: 
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Section VI. 

_1. Each Annual Conference shall have entire control of the 
home work within its bounds; and shall organize a Board of 
Home Aid, the object of which shall be to aid weak charges, and 
to establish new ones in destitute places. 

2. The Board shall consist of a President, Vice-president, Secre- 
tary, and Treasurer, and as many Managers as the Conference 
may determine, to be elected by the Conference quadrennially. 

3. The Board shall estimate the amount necessary to meet the 
demands of the work annually, and shall apportion the same 
among the several Presiding Elders’ Districts. 

4. The revenue of the Board shall be derived from annual col- 
lections in every congregation, and from such other plans as may 
be adopted by the Church and congregation to raise the money 
for this object. 

5. The Board, the Presiding Elders, with the President of the 
Conference, shall constitute a committee for the appropriation of 
the funds. 

6. The Board, through its Secretary, shall make a full report 
of all its work to the Conference annually. 

J. C. Smumons, 
A. R. WINFIELD, 
A. P. WARTERFIELD. 

The Report of the Minority was withdrawn. 

P. A. Peterson moved to amend Report No. 6 by striking out 
the word “Aid,” and inserting “ Mission,” wherever it occurs in 
the report. ; 

J. E. Edwards moved to amend the amendment by substituting 
the word “Evangelization” for “Mission.” 

C.G. Andrews moved as a substitute the words “Church Exten- 
sion.” 

After discussion, Thos. Branch moved the previous question— 
the call was not sustained. 

On motion of R. S. Finley, the report, with the proposed 
amendments and substitute, were laid on the table, so that the 
Discipline may remain as it is. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 13 of that committee, which was laid on the table 
without reading. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. J. Davis, lay delegate from 
Florida Conference, on account of urgent business, 
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- P. Whitehead, chairman of the Committee on the Ecumenical 
Conference, presented Reports Nos. 1, 2, and 3, of that committee, 
which were read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ECUMENICAL 
CONFERENCE. 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
Bishops of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report 
that they have inquired carefully concerning the cases of Church- 
property to which allusion seems to be made, and find that the 
writers are under misapprehension respecting the facts of these 
cases and the attitude of our people in the premises. We are 
satisfied that the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church has failed 
to obtain title to disputed property only in cases in which State 
laws, as administered by the lawfully appointed judiciary, have 
refused such title, particularly in cases where the congregations 
of colored people have gone as a whole (or with few exceptions) 
into other Communiong. Where our colored brethren cannot 
establish a Society, however feeble, the transfer of title avails 
nothing; and in some States a decided majority have been able 
to carry with them the Church-property, against even a respect- 
able minority sustained by all the moral and financial aid of our 
white trustees. 

We know of no cases where property, formerly belonging to 
our colored people, has been sold, and the money diverted to 
other purposes. No funds for such sales are in our hands or in 
any way under our control. 

We recommend the passage of the following resolutions: 

1. That the “Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America”’ 
has still, as it has always heretofore had, our warmest sympathy 
and most cordial Christian affection. ; 

2. That we direct all Boards of Trustees among us still holding 
title to property erected for the use of our colored members to 
transfer the title to trustees duly appointed by the Colored Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in America, whenever this can be done 
without violation of State laws or contravention of the vested 
rights of congregations. ; 

3. That we earnestly recommend to our people everywhere to ~*~ 
give substantial aid to the efforts made by our brethren of the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church to establish institutions for 
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the improvement of their people, believing that no worthier object 
of Christian liberality appeals to them for assistance, 
Respectfully submitted. Pau WHITEHEAD, 
N. H. D. Wizson, 
A. G. St1Tt, 
H. A. C. WALKER, 
Committee. 


REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ECUMENICAL 
CONFERENCE. 


The committee to whom was referred the various papers relat- 
ing to an Ecumenical Conference of Methodists, and especially the 
communication from alarge committee of correspondence appoint- 
ed by the Methodist Episcopal Church in November, 1876, submit 
the following report: 

The Church which began with Mr. Wesley’s organization of 
the “United Societies”’ in 1739 has, in one hundred and thirty- 
nine years, spread over almost the entire globe. Some represent- 
atives of it are found in nearly every place where civilized man 
hasa home. By a natural operation of the voluntary principle 
such multitudes have formed a large number of distinct sects. 
Besides the three most,important bodies, the Wesleyans of Great 
Britain, and the Methodist Episcopal Churches, North and South, 
-in this country, there are no fewer than at least ten others in 
Great Britain and her colonies, and in this republic six white and 
three colored organizations, besides one or two in foreign coun- 
tries, such as the French Wesleyans. The magnitude and impor- 
tance of these Methodist Churches, when viewed as a whole in 
the religious world, are seldom realized. A fair estimate places 
their ministers as more than thirty thousand in number, and . 
their membership as exceeding four millions. Truly God has 
wrought a prodigious work by the hand of our fathers and their 
successors in the ministry! No such religious movement is on 
record. 

But although this vast multitude of believers hold substan- 
tially the same Arminian theology, and are distinguished by the 
same peculiar usages, and have many important interests in 
common, there has not been any recognized medium of commu- 
nication and consultation among them. Until recently there was 
no fraternal recognition of one of the largest of the bodies by 
the most numerous and powerful of the Methodist organizations. 
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Happily, that barrier to a General Council or Conference of the 
Methodism of the world is removed, as we trust, forever. 

The benefit of an Ecumenical Conference of the Methodists of 
the world would undoubtedly be great. Besides the discussion 
of a great variety of topics of surpassing interest to all the 
family of Methodism, and the reviews of the multiplied agencies 
which Methodism has brought into play for the evangelization 
of the world, a new impulse would be given to the tendency, 
already great, to harmony and unfeigned concord among Method- 
ists of different Communions. And the sight of such a great 
family reunion would fasten the eyes of the world upon us, pro- 
ducing a discussion of Methodist history and work in the peri- 
odical literature of the Christian world, “a discussion from 
which,” as the M. E. Church committee well say, “Methodism 
has every thing to gain, and nothing to lose.” 

As one of the practical results of an Hcumenical Conference, 
one of the papers referred to by us suggests the preparation of a 
hymn-book for the whole Methodist family. Your committee are 
not prepared to venture an opinion as to the feasibility of sucha 
project, being little able to conceive the actual obstacles to its suc- 
cess which might arise. They can, however, join heartily in the 
wish that such a thing might be done. If the spectacle of all the 
Sunday-schools of our land reciting on each Sabbath the same 
lesson from Scripture be truly described as sublime, among the 
results of Christian labor of our days, what should we call the 
singing of four millions of Methodists out of the same hymn-book! 
The great achievements of Christianity have, however, always 
been the unseen—the “mighty working” of a kingdom which 
“cometh without observation’—and we should look for the 
greatest and most pervasive benefits of an Ecumenical Conference 
of Methodism in its effect upon the spirit, the experience, the hopes 
and zeal, of so great a people. The dying words of our father, 
under God, “The best of allis, God is with us,’ would havea new 
meaning to those assembled in such a Conference, and “the 
fruit’’ of such a state of mind communicated to those who sent 
them, “would shake like Lebanon.” 

Your committee recommend for your adoption the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, heartily approve of the proposed Ecumenical 
Conference of Methodist Churches. 
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Resolved, That the Bishops of our Church be, and are hereby, 
authorized and directed to appoint a committee of seven, consist- 
ing of two of the Bishops, three other ministers, and two laymen, 
who shall be fully empowered to arrange for such a Conference, 
and to represent our Church in the correspondence necessary 
thereto; and to appoint delegates to represent the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, in the Ecumenical Conference, when- 
ever it may assemble, 

Respectfully submitted. PauL WHITEHEAD, 

i N. H. D. Witson, 
A. G. Stir, 
R. ALEXANDER, 
Committee. 


REPORT NO. 3 OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ECUMENICAL 
CONFERENCE. 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution of Thomas 
O, Summers and A. G. Haygood, respecting the celebration of 
the Centenary of American Methodism in 1884, having duly 
considered the same, beg leave to report, in their judgment, the 
subject is one of importance to all the families of Methodism on 
this continent; and that it is desirable that whatever step may 
be taken by our Church in the matter shall be taken at this ses- 
sion of the General Conference. 

The preamble and resolutions being an unexceptionable expres- 
sion of what should be the feeling and action of the Conference, 
we return them with the recommendation that they be adopted. 

Respectfully submitted. PauL WHITEHEAD, 

Ay, Go Srren. 

N. H. D. Witson, 

R. ALEXANDER, 
Committee. 

Whereas, the year 1884 will be the Centenary of American 
Methodism—the Methodist Episcopal Church in America having 
been organized in the city of Baltimore, December, 1784; and 
whereas, that event ought to be duly commemorated by all the 
Methodists on this continent; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, now assembled in Atlanta, Ga., deem it 
desirable that a Conference of Methodists in the United States, 
the Dominion of Canada, and other parts of the Continent of 
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America, be held in the city of Baltimore, at Christmas, in the 
year 1884, that being the centenary of the organization of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

Resolved, That the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, be requested, in behalf of this Conference, to open a cor- 
respondence on this subject with the Bishops of the Methodist 
Hpiscopal Church, the Presidents of the several Canada Confer- 
ences, and of all other Methodist bodies on this continent. 

Resolved, That the Bishops and Presidents aforesaid be, and the 
same are hereby, requested to mature a programme for the solemn 
observance of the centenary of the organization of American 
Methodism, in the city of Baltimore, Md., December 25, 1884. 

THomas O. SUMMERS, 
A. G. Hayeoop. 

E. E, Wiley, J. W. Paulett, George Stewart, A. M. Shipp, C. D. 
Oliver, J. B. McFerrin, offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, the General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church 
and of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church are now in session, 
respectively, in Knoxville and Lebanon, Tenn.; therefore, 

Resolved, That we convey to these bodies our cordial greetings 
and Christian love, wishing them an harmonious session, and 
prosperity in all their Church enterprises. 

Resolved, That our Secretary be, and he is hereby, instructed 
to transmit the same to the respective Assemblies. 

The time was extended to allow a resolution offered by J. L. 
Parkes, 8. H. Dent, and others, touching certain bequests of J. 
T. Colvin to widows and orphans, to be read. 

It was read, and after considerable discussion was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, May 20, 1878. 

Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Piline in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by J. D. Cameron. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

Leave of absence was granted to 8. M. McGehee, lay delegate 
from Little Rock Conference (after May 22); L. M. Wilson, lay 
delegate from Baltimore Conference; W. R. Black, lay delegate 
from South Carolina Conference (after to-day); J. W. Rush, 
clerical delegate from the Alabama Conferenco, on account of 
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family affliction, his place being filled by Mark 8, Andrews; H. 
Lily, lay delegate from North Carolina Conference, C. G. Mont- 
gomery takes his place on the Committee on Missions; J. H. Gro- 
gan, lay delegate from North Georgia Conference, substituted by 
E. M. Pendleton, reserve; J. R. Pace, lay delegate from Virginia 
Conference. (atter to-day). 

Geo. Fagan, lay reserve delegate from South Gooden Confer- 
ence, takes the place of M. W. Dozier. 

J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing 
Interests, presented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was 
read. 

T. M. Finney, from that committee, presented a Minority Re- 
port, which was read. ; 

The reports are as follows: 


REPORT NO. 5 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


The Committee on Publishing Interests beg leave to submit 
their Report No. 5, as follows: 

In the absence of full and. satisfactory information upon the 
subject of the New Orleans Depository and some other matters 
referred to special sub-committees, and not yet reported upon, we 
deem it advisable, in view of the advanced state. of the other 
business of: the General Conference, and the importance of giving 
ample time to the Conference for the consideration of the grave 
interests referred to us, to submit without farther delay the fol- 
lowing statements and suggestions, reserving other matters for 
subsequent reports: 

The report of A. H. Redford, Agent, as found on the first page 
of his Third Quadrennial Exhibit, shows the assets of the Pub- 
lishing House to amount to the sum of $569,091.84, and the 
liabilities to the sum of $270,508.97, leaving a balance in favor 
of the House of $298,582.87. These figures are delusive, in our 
judgment, as estimates of value, in any purpose or plan of liqui- 
dation, in the following particulars, viz.: 

1. In estimating the merchandise too high, considering its 
character and condition, as the residuum of an old stock, in large 
measure. Especially is this the case, if it is to be thrown at once 
upon the market. 

2. The accounts and bills receivable are put at par, without 
reference to losses by reason of insolvency, non-payment, cost and 
delay of collections. We fear that not more than one-half of 
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this sum will be realized, if the accounts and notes are turned 
over to other parties to collect, and yet we believe that largely 
more than this amount can be collected if they are retained and 
collected by a judicious and active agent for the Church. 

3. The real estate is put at cost, with the addition of about 
$15,000 of expense occasioned by the taking down and rebuilding 
of one of the walls of the House, and the loss sustained by the 
burning of the old building. It is conceded by all who have been 
consulted on the subject, including the Agent himself, that 
although it would be worth much more to us if we were able to 
retain it, it cannot be expected to bring more than $125,000 upon 
the market. 

4. The New Orleans Depository debt reported, we have good 
reason to believe, from all the information we have been able to 
obtain, ought not to be estimated as available assets at all, and is 
not really relied upon as such by the Agent at Nashville. 

5. The stereotype plates, upon the market, we believe could 
not be relied upon to produce more than $20,000. They are 
estimated by Litton, the expert, at the sum of $79,373.24. If 
retained and used by us, they would probably be worth his esti- 
mates. 

6. The wood-cuts and electrotypes we would reduce to one- 
half—that is, to the sum of $2,304.70. 

7, The type account and fixtures, engines and presses, and 
mailing and folding machines, and safe and furniture, estimated 
in the Exhibit at $59,360.33, we put at half—say $29,680.17. _ 

8. The lots in Nashville, estimated at $1,600, we set down at 
$1,000. ‘ 

All other items of the Exhibit may be regarded as substan- 
tially correct. 

The result of the recasting of the statement of assets will be 
as follows: 


Merchandise on hand .....cs.scccccccevececescesceveces Wile. Ae $ 17,214 19 

CAG Des. el cens nek eeies sen arramatt dendel dei teedies . StOLL aL CLS Oat 116 82 

Accounts and bills receivable.........cccceeesceecsoecueeuees 30,347 12 

Meal estatesia blake. Lomi nbn. aeRO kal Ba 125,000 00 

Stercotype plates and foundry... icc. ssessssccesscecbeaboes 20,812 12 

Wood-cuts and clectroty pes.......ccsscseessenscssnsesadebmeete 2,304 70 

Type account and fixtures, mailing and folding ma- 
chines, safe and furniture in office.............cccceee0e 29,680 17 


Copyrights. 2208 vier. don. Aa ee ee 1,367 00 
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Paper, inky and Sheet-stOcks.....,.:00- mseserssecsneeersanddai ho AOLT) 67 

Pw Guts In Nashville. jasesscxriosvoonticea diode at alice «» 1,000 00 


The difference in these estimates is as follows: 
Agent’s estimate 
Our estimate 


POC e eee eee sero ESO ETE Ee HED EO EEE H EE DOSES Eseressoesees 


PROSE HOCH EA HHH EE EEES CE eD EHEC RHO OE HET OSOTOS SECO ODES ODOR 


Difference 


Pee e Peer ores essere eeeeeesoeseores OE TESOEO HOH OE EHOOEH OD 


Litton the expert’s estimate corrected.........s.ceesseeee 
Our estimate 


Pee e ORM SDE OTE SESE DO OE EHO HHE DEE EEE SHEE EE ES Oo EE HOE 


DRET OME Oeics ne ceeactsecs ss aaccasBeen orcumeerster enc creo tes 
Balance in favor of House, per Litton’s statement cor- 
rected 


SHOPS SOTO TESST AH LASHES HES OHe HOSE ETH EE DESO OH SEES EE ESET EE EHEE ES 


(See statement filed, marked “A.’’) 


I. Statement “A.” 





$232,459 79 


$569,091 84 
232,459 79 








$336,632 05 


..$336,821 60 


232,459 79 





$104,361 81 


54,849 44 


te 


Statement of assets as made by expert, Isaac Litton, and others, 
except as to real estate, upon which he placed no valuation, and 
the New Orleans Depository, which ought to be omitted. 


Merchandise (90 per cent. of assessed value)............. $ 30,985 55 
LOC UG Bat BER ARCOM ce MERE woe See ery Sm ata Ger mene er irae 116 82 
Bills receivable and accounts (10 per cent. off).......... 54.624 82 
Heal eetate Cour valwation ee eee ee ee lsiecasmecsva sees 125,000 00 
New Oncans: Deposttoryy aii). t.. certs cscernctenesSbevest ere 000 00 
Stereotype plates....:...sas2.HUS HOGH 9. 40. pies Gua Ue 79,3873 24 
Stereotype foundry (10 per cent. off)..)....... 20s eee ee eee 4,552 11 
TV PO Ald PE PEG «Blaine wamnsownnnovduninaveness tens see 7,223 65 
Engines, presses, and fixtures.....yeccccccceseseceseveceveesee 25,817 00 
Mailing machines and fixtures, type, et¢............0608 1,147 24 
PEM CG CS, WIC EO, AIM BALO cane clus iene ves tosinnscepsgns peep eane 775 00 
WY OUG-CUtS, CLOCETOLY POS, CLC. cc ye sacssetssoccesvecavsevecsedans 4,021 50 
MOY ES eSrenge artes teeters crssc+sstenemtoaintaeean sees walnere cca 1,367 00 
Paper, ley Heet-StOCke, CVC... oc cece ncscedocseterenercevacccus 4,617 67 
Two lots: in: Nashville (our value) i... eccseesceweeverees 1,000 00 
$336,821 60 - 
LIABILITIES. 
Tee EC 8 BARD EE CoP CrEE CCP RSE RORSRRT = OOP TCR OEE, 53 Sore i $100,000 00 
RGIS GMO) <5 siis/sinbingaleh womens op deem lacy: « asic p iba Vee wwdeaileed 15,100 00 


Bills payable 


Reem H OHA HOH ERE HOSES HET OE TE TEESE HEE ETE HHH OOH EEE® 





142,533 91 
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OO BCCOUNLEs cccecussassadcaesetcesreg des sads dere ceee tee $ 20,521 25 
Interest on bonds to Ist April....... .cccseeseeseeee conceeeee 2,797 00 
RIAL FARES... va ecsycaeettnanaderoas tesanct one Mads Vee seve ena 1,000 00 








$281,972 16 
Balance in favor of Publishing*House.......... veeee 54,849 44 


We deem it unnecessary to go into the causes of these losses, 
and this depreciation, beyond a mere assignment of some of 
them, to wit: 

1, Injudicious expenditure in building. 

2. Rebuilding rendered necessary by defectiveness of one of 
the main walls of the building. 

3. Fire. ° 

4, Excessive and injudicious credit. 

5. High rates of interest and discount, and cost of exchange, 
under the,methods of business adopted and carried out by the 
Agent. 

6. High salaries. 

7. General depreciation of values in consequence of the mone- 
tary pressure since August, 1873. 


II. Lrasiirtes. 


These do not vary materially from the statement of the Agent. 
We restate the same upon the basis of the corrections made by 
Litton, the expert, as follows, to wit: 

Bonded debt secured by lien upon the real 

estate, fixtures, and other property, at 8 





WCB iinnscanss vais ae ancansnaninashesnaseasens $ 2,000 00 
PEE) 7) 6.0) | OEE eS ee psompat hide 13,100 00 
AE TD | er CONG voancancnendldins 04h hat tlbamd 100,000 00 
Total bonded debt. ciccscssssatsecactereaass $115,100 00 
Floating debt: * 
Bonds or notes bearing 6 per cent. interest.........0..08 $ 5,867 58 
Bonds or notes bearing 8 per cent. interest....... ae 33,589 34 
Bonds or notes bearing 10 per cent. interest............, . 31,070 09 


Notes not due at date of Agent’s report, but which 
' will mature wholly by close of General Confer- . 


CEG, “GAY Lat JUne.n0.ccwernueavvntes ss deneausaies 58,373 64 ; 
Note, or bond, to Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund......... 8,500 00 
Wa Reni een ican soya aod cabueue lana 


aneyanl 1,000 00 
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Interest to April Ist, time of Agent’s report............. $ 5,328 74 
Open account on ledger, as per statement No. 22 of 

GRP ON Ecc as cats oRLER as ph Mein RUMEN IAEC. DULLED MALL Ma ch Ciied 20,521 25 

$279,350 64 

Off amount of assets as ascertained by us....... <Ghwitt oer 232,459 79 

Palanco BEAINGE TLOUSE.... occeaiaspsasietasersnsessciess $ 46,890 85 


The interest on the above items has been, and is now, accumu- 
lating at the rate of $60 per day. 


TIL. Re ter. 


Is there any relief from this confessed indebtedness and embar- 
rassment? If so, what is it? This is the great absorbing ques- 
tion to be answered by this General Conference, by reason of its 
relations to the subject and to the Church, which looks with 
anxious solicitude to us for the solution of this most difficult 
problem. 

With, we trust, a becoming sense of the gravity of the ques- 
tion, and the issues involved in it, we respectfully submit that it 
is needless to review the past, except for two purposes, viz.: 

1. To-secure a settlement of the transactions of the present 
Agent, based upon the principles of equity and justice, which 
govern in all cases where the relation of principal and agent 
exists. This settlement, in our judgment, should be made by a 
committee of competent, experienced, firm, fair-minded men, who 
will devote the necessary time and attention to it, and who should 
have such clerical and other assistance as may be necessary. It 
would be utterly impracticable to make such settlement here and 
now, in view of the brevity of our stay, and the absence of 
important details of information which would be essential to its 
intelligent completion. 

2. To obtain light to guide us in the future. 

After more than two weeks of careful investigation and ear- 
nest consideration, we are prepared to recommend: 

1. The continuance of the Publishing House under an Agency 
so modified and guarded as to give it greater conservatism and a 
larger assurance of safety in its operations, and also to commend 
it to a more hearty and liberal support by the Church in all our 
borders. 

2. The sale, with reference to the liens already outstanding 
upon it, of a part or the whole of our real estate, and every other 
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species of property now belonging to the House, so far as the 
same can be spared, and the prompt application of the proceeds 
to the payment of its present outstanding debts. 

8. The issue, whenever in the judgment of the College of 
Bishops it may be deemed desirable by themselves, of an appeal 
to the Church for farther donations, to aid in extricating the 
House from its embarrassment. : 

In order to render effective the several suggestions we have 
made, we offer for adoption*by the General Conference the fol- 
lowing regulations, to be inserted in the Discipline, and in the 
Journal of this General Conference, in place of what appears in 
the Journal of the General Conference of 1874, on pages 554, 565, 
566, as regulations for the Publishing House, which regulations 
are intended to be repealed by this action. 


Exuisit “B.”—I. Pusrisurne House. 

There shall be an establishment in the city of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, for the purpose of manufacturing and publishing books, to 
be called “The Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South,” and to be under the control of the General 
Book Agent, to be called the Book Agent of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, and a committee, to be called the Book 
Committee, all of whom shall be elected by the General Confer- 
ence—the Book Committee upon the nomination of a committee 
of nine, to be appointed by the Chair. 

The object of this institution shall be to advance the cause of 
Christianity, by disseminating religious knowledge and useful 
literary and scientific information in the form of books, tracts, 
and periodicals. 

II. Durizs oF THE GENERAL Book AGENT, 

The General Book Agent shall have charge of the funds, stocks, 
fixtures, and real estate, and all other property of the Publishing 
House, and he shall be responsible to said Conference for the 
prudent use and safe management of the same, under the direc- 
tion of the Book Committee. He shall make monthly reports to 
the Book Committee, showing the exact state of his business and 
the condition of the House, and shall make an Exhibit on the 
first day of June in cach year, and publish the same in the Nash- 
ville Christian Advocate for one month, to the several Annual Con- 
ferences, and give a full account of the state and progress of the 
business to the General Conference. All his reports and exhibits 
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shall be carefully audited by the Book Committee, and certified to 
by the same. 

He shall publish such books and tracts only as are approved by 
the Book Editor, to be hereinafter provided for, and in case of dif- 
ference between the Book Agent and the Book Editor, the matter 
shall be referred to the Book Committee. He shall supply as far 
as practicable the demand of the Church for books, tracts, and 
periodicals, availing himself of all the facilities of other estab- 
lishments for their publication at the cheapest rates, and in all 
his investments for the manufacturing of books he shall be gov- 
erned strictly by the principles of economy. 

He shall sell the books for cash or its equivalent. 

He shall make no investments in grounds, houses, or permanent 
fixtures, without the authority of the Book Committee. 


III. Tae Book Committees. 


There shall be a Book Committee of nine—four clerical and five 
lay—five of which Committee shall reside in or near Nashville, 
Tennessee. ' 

They shall have full power, 

1. To prescribe rules and regulations not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this chapter for the government of the Agent elected 
by the General Conference to conduct the business of the same. 

2. To require said Agent to report to them at least once a month 
the state of the current business of the House, and the result of 
the operations of the same during that period. 

3. To settle with the present and any future Agent upon the 
principles which govern the relations between principal and 
agent, embracing his individual transactions with himself as 
Agent, and ascertain the state of the accounts between him and 
said House, when and as they may think proper, provided such 
settlement with such future Agent shall be made at least once a 
year, and the result of the same be reported to the several Annual 
Conferences, and also to the General Conference. 

4. To suspend said Agent at any time for mismanagement or 
misconduct in office, and appoint another temporarily in his stead 
for such time as they may deem necessary, during the intervals 
of the General Conference. 

5. To enter into negotiations with the creditors of the House 
for an extension of time upon, and an adjustment of, their debts. 

6. To see that said debts be paid as rapidly as practicable, out 
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of collections from the debts due the House, and out of any other 
funds that may be secured for this purpose, and according to 
some regular system. : 

7. To dispose, through the Agent, of three-fourths of the real 
estate, consisting of the Publishing House building, and the 
ground upon which the same is Tocated, and of all other real 
estate, provided such sale can be made upon fair terms; and if 
such sale of part cannot be advantageously made by reason of its 
connection with the residue of said property, then to sell the 
whole of the same, and all, or so much as they may deem best, of 
the fixtures, machinery, and furniture of every kind, if a reason- 
able price can in their judgment be obtained; therefore, such sale 
in either event to be made with the sanction and approval of the 
creditors who have liens upon the same, and the securities and 
indorsers who are liable for the other debts of the House. * In 
the event such consent cannot be obtained, said Committee is 
authorized to institute such proceedings, through the Agent, as 
may be deemed necessary to secure such sale of part or the whole, 
as may be deemed advisable, the proceeds of the same to go to 
the payment of the debts of the House, according to their several 
priorities. 

8. To fix the salaries of the Agent and Editors at Nashville, 
provided such salaries do not exceed the following sums, to wit: 
To the Agent, $2,500; to the Book Editor, $——; to the Editor of 
the Christian Advocate, $2,500; to the Editor of Sunday-school 
publications, $2,500. During the intervals of the General Con- 
ference, they, and one or more of the Bishops, shall have the 
power to fill vacancies in their own body, the Agency, or in the 
editorial corps at Nashville. 

9. To keep a faithful record of all their proceedings, and to 
make a full quadrennial report of all their acts and doings to the 
General Conference. 

IV. Deposrrortes. 

The New Orleans Depository shall be closed up as soon as may 
be practicable, and its affairs wound up by the Committee, through 
the Agent, in such manner as they may find to be most judicious: 


. V. No Orner DeEposirorizs ° 
shall be established. 


VI. GeneRAL ConFERENCE PERIODICALS AND Epitors. 
The General Book Agent shall be authorized to publish a weekly 
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periodical, or newspaper, to be called the Christian Advocate, the 
editor of which shall be elected by the General Conference. 

There shall also be a Book Editor, who shall edit all the books 
of our publication, except our Sunday-school books, which shall 
be edited by the Sunday-school Secretary. The General Book 
Agent shall be authorized to publish the Sunday School Magazine 
and Lesson Papers, the Sunday School Visitor, Our Little People, and 
such other Sunday-school publications as they may deem proper, 
all of which shall be edited by the Sunday-school Secretary, who 
shall be elected by the General Conference. It is provided, far- 
ther, that if additional editorial labor becomes necessary, the 
Book Committee, with the General Book Agent, and one of the 
Bishops, in the interval of the General Conference, shall have 
authority to elect an additional editor, or editors, who shall come 
under the same rule as to salary with the General Book Agent 
and the other editors. 


VII. Procerps oF THE PuBLisHina Hovss. 


The proceeds of the Publishing House shall be appropriated to 
no other purpose than its own legitimate business. 


VIII. Conrerence RELATIONS OF THE AGENT AND EprrTors. 

Each of the above-named officers elected by the General Con- 
ference, if he be a traveling preacher, shall be a member of such 
Annual Conference as he may select, with the approval of the 
Bishops. , 

IX. Neithersaid Agent nor Book Committee shall have the power 
to add to the debt of the Publishing House; and if they shall find, 
upon investigation, that it is impracticable (either with or with- 
out the consent of the creditors) to carry on said House for the 
purposes and under the rules hereinbefore prescribed, they are 
invested with full power and authority to put the same into liqui- 
dation, to collect and marshal all its assets, and settle as far as pos- 
sible the legal liabilities of said House, having due regard to the 
interests of the Church and the creditors. 

X. The said Book Committee shall at all times have free access 
to the books, accounts, and papers, of said House for purposes of 
examination, and shall keep a faithful record of their proceed- 
ings, and make a full quadrennial report thereof to the General 
Conference. 

It will be perceived that this scheme and these views favor the 
continuance of the “ Publishing House,” under a change of Agency 
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—under an Agency of more limited powers, subordinated in its 
general operations to a Committee, which shall have the power 
usually conferred upon a Board of Directors. 

We do not propose, however, that all the property be retained, 
or that the past and present system of business generally shall be 
continued, We think it desirable ‘that every article of property 
not essential to the conduct of the business, upon such scale as 
may be determined upon, be sold at the earliest practicable period 
consistent with the interests of the House and its creditors. We 
are advised that three-fourths of the House may be sold at a fair 
price, and still leave enough for the operations of the business. : 
The sale of this and the other property which is subject to lien 
can only be made, of course, in pursuance of the terms of the 
instruments providing for such security, unless the creditors 
secured therein shall consent to other terms, or the court shall 
sanction provisional sales of said property, made subject to their 
ratification upon a proper case made—all parties in interest being 
represented. It is reasonable to presume, however, that if the 
General Conference is judicious and fortunate in the selection of 
an Agent and Committee, and these officers shall act with such dis- 
cretion as to inspire confidence, these difficulties can be overcome 
without a resort to any species of litigation, however friendly. 

Collections of accounts and bills receivable should likewise be 
actively pressed in such modes as may be deemed most efficient. 

An appeal to the liberality of the Church may also be made 
under the new order of things, whenever the Committee, in con- 
junction with the Agent and a majority of the Bishops, shall 
deem it expedient and proper. 

It is suggested that this can only be done with hope of success in 
the event said officers of the Church shall be clearly of the opin- 
ion that the Publishing House, or what shall remain of it, can be 
extricated from its embarrassments, and that such sums as may 
be contributed will not be lost. : 

It is deemed of the utmost importance that, to the carrying out 
and perfection of these suggestions and plans, some arrangement 
should be made with the creditors of the Publishing House for 
time upon demands now due and pressing, until the means before 
referred to, and the profits flowing from the new business, can be 
obtained and utilized. - * 

We have endeavored to secure a conference with the creditors, 
with a view to such an arrangement, but, in consequence of the 
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difficulties attending such a meeting, have only succeeded in 
part. 

Those who have communicated with us have evinced the most 
liberal spirit, and seem disposed to do whatever is reasonable and 
right under the circumstances, and expressed a most earnest sym- 
pathy with us in our embarrassments, and a most ardent desire 
that we may be able to project and adopt some measure that will 
bring relief alike to them and ourselves. We cannot doubt but 
that such a spirit will be shown by all as they have opportunity 
to exhibit their good will. 

In the event, however, that nothing can be done in this direc- 
tion under the new organization and management proposed, we 
submit that the only other alternative will be to go into liquida- 
tion, a result much to be deplored, because of the losses which 
must necessarily be inflicted alike upon the Publishing House, 
the Church, and the creditors, by reason of forced sale of prop- 
erty—most valuable to us, but likely to be subjected to most ruin- 
ous sacrifices—upon a bad market. 

Your committee close with the expression of the ardent hope 
that by reason of the course outlined in this report, or some other 
that may be preferred as better, if such may be found, this most 
deplorable result—so much to be deprecated by every member of 
the great Church we are attached to, and with whose every inter- 
est we are so closely and earnestly identified—may be avoided, 
and this great institution, so useful and beneficent in its opera- 
tions in the past, may yet be relieved—in a large measure saved— 


‘and thus assure and perpetuate to the Church the blessings our 


fathers intended it to confer. J.B. McFrrrin, Chairman. 
J. E. Cons, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 5 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


The undersigned, a minority of the Committce on LAgseigee 
Interests, beg leave to report as follows: 

We have been unable to agree with the Majority Report No. 5 
of the committee in respect to one feature of its plan of relief to 
the embarrassments of the Publishing House, and for its future 
management. Our objection relates to the character and scope 
of its business—whether it can and ought to be continued, as 
heretofore, as a manufacturing and publishing establishment, or 
reduced and confined exclusively to that of publisher, thus pro- 
viding for the conversion of the assets 1nd applying the proceeds 
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tu the payment of the debt. In the matter at issue, therefore, 
there exists the underlying question, whether or not the business 
shall be put in liquidation. In the Majority Report this is unde- 
termined, and is left for decision either way, at their discretion, 
to the Book Committee. It is our opinion that the full disclosure 
of the financial condition of the House, contained in the Report 
of the Majority, will enable the Generali Conference to determine 
this question intelligently and definitely; and that the decision 
should be made by itself, rather than by the Book Committee, as a 
more timely and authoritative and satisfactory determination and 
declaration concerning the future policy of the business of the 
House. We believe that the facts in the case, disclosed and undis- 
puted, manifestly and imperatively demand a change of policy. 
We therefore recommend that the plan reported by the majority 
shall be so modified as that the Book Committee shall be required 
to put the business in a course of liquidation, subject, in their best 
judgment, to such conditions as shall preclude undue sacrifice of 
the assets. For this purpose we propose the adoption of the fol- 
lowing amendment to the Report of the Majority, namely: Insert 
at the close, and as a part of the first sentence of the first item 
of the “Plan,” the following words: ‘“ Provided, however, that as 
~ goon as practicable the business of the House shall be reduced 
and confined to that of a publisher, and not of a manufacturer.” 


T. M. Finney, S. B. Jones, 

G. M. Barn, JR., Asa Hott, 

W. H. Porter, I. G. Joun, 

Isaac HARDEMAN, J. E. Cops, 

J. B. McGEues, JouN CALVIN JOHNSON, 


4 


J. B. McBrypg, J. M. Botanp, 
Cuas. F. Harvey, O.T. Hun, 


W. S. Cuick, Joun H. Dye, 
S. M. McGeueEe, J. H. Jonnson, 
W. P. Bartom 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Report No. 5 of the Committee on Publish- 
ing Interests, and also Report No. 5 of the minority of said com- 
mittee, be laid on the table and printed, and be made the order 
of the day for to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock. 
P. A. PerErson, 
T. M. Finney. 


@- 
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D.C. Kelley, chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Report No. 7 of that committee, which was laid on the table. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, all similar reports are to be thus dis- 
posed of, without reading. 

J. BE. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 14 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 

REPORT NO. 14 ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to submit Report No. 14: 

They have had under consideration various papers, signed 
Walker Lewis, Milton Adkisson, and Thos. M. Cobb; W. W. 
Duncan and O. A. Darby; H. J. Adams and J. M. Beall; J. A. 
Ellis and 8. B. Watts; H. F. Johnson and R. H. Mahon; respect- 
ing the course of study, licensing, and eligibility to orders, of 
local preachers, and find that the subject-matter of these papers 
has already been reported on by your committee. The papers, 
therefore, are returned to the Conference. 

Also papers signed A. T. Winsor and J. F. Rucker; A. A. Rob- 
inson and T. L. Boswell; H. A. C. Walker; touching trials of 
nfembers, have been anticipated in previous reports of your com- 
mittee. The papers are herewith returned. 

A paper signed J. D. Vincil and W. M. Rush, in reference to 
the trial of itinerant ministers, is for the same reason returned te 
the Conference. 

They have also considered a paper signed J. M. Richards, T. M. 
Shugart, and O. M. Davenport, touching the duty of the preacher 
in charge concerning class-leaders, and see no necessity for the 
change proposed. 

A paper signed H. F. Johnson and T. L. Mellen is herewith 
returned, because the subject of inefficient preachers has been 
considered in another report of this committee. 

Your committee recommend non-concurrence in the paper of S. 
Black and J. B. McFerrin, conferring the right upon Annual Con- — 
ferences to fix the boundaries of Districts, and upon the District 
Conference to fix the bounds of circuits, as an encroachment 
upon the right of the Bishop to arrange the work, and make the 
appointments. f 

We also recommend non-concurrence in the paper of H. Clay 
Ewing and A. T, Winsor, proposing to change the time of the 
meeting of the General Conference from April or May to January 
or February. 
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Your committee see no necessity for the resolution proposed by 
H. A. Crittenden, J. M. Matthews, and others, touching the right 
of local preachers to receive members into the Church, as the 
Discipline we think sufficiently explicit on that subject. 

We also recommend non-concurrence in the recommendation in, 
the memorial of the Clarksville District Conference, signed A. T. 
Goodloe, Secretary, proposing to give the Church Conference the 
election of stewards. We think the Quarterly Conference the 
proper body for this election. Moreover, they now have the 
power to refuse to elect any man to office for a failure to meet his 
financial obligations to the Church, or for any other cause—no 
legislation is needed to confer this power. 

The papers signed P. H. Whisner and 8. Rodgers are herewith 
returned, with the request of the signers that they be referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The paper signed T. L. Mellen and others, on the duties of 
Book Agent, is returned, that it may be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publishing Interests. 

Respectfully submitted. J. EH. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. ; 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 15 of that committee, which was laid on the table 
under the rule. : 

Also Report No. 16 of that committee, which was read. 

W. O. Gray moved its adoption. 

W. Mooney moved to take it up by items. This motion was 
laid on the table. 

W. Mooney moved to amend item 7, by striking out the word 
“non.” This motion was laid on the table. 

H. C. Settle moved to amend item 5, by striking out the word 
“non.” This motion failed. 

R.S. Finley moved to amend item 19, by striking out the word 
PIYOR: . . 

T. L. Mellen moved to lay that motion on the table. This 
motion prevailed. 

J.S. Key moved the previous question—the call was sustained 
—the question was put, and the report, as a whole, was adopted, 
as also Report No. 17, presented therewith, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 16 ON REVISAL. 
Your committee having duly considered the resolutions and 
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other papers referred to them, respectfully submit the following 
report: 

1. A paper submitted by R. M. Lockwood, on “verbal altera- 
tions to the Ritual.” 

2. Resolution by J. M. Boland and Hardie Brown, on transfer- 
ring paragraph, page 121, on class-meetings, to page 75. 

3. By same, in relation to change in Ans. 2, page 92, whereby 
“without first being examined” shall be substituted by “before 
examination and approval.” 

4. By same, in Heer to change on page 102, by striking out 
the word “men.’ 

5. By H. C. Settle and N. H. Lee, in relation to order of busi- 
ness in the reception into full connection in the Annual Confer- 
ence. 

6. By Jas. R. Mood and Giles J. Patterson, proposing to add to 
8th question, page 58, “and how has it been applied?” 

7. By Wellborn Mooney, W. Burr, and others, proposing amend- 
ment in relation to use of Lord’s Prayer and Apostolic Benedic- 
tion in public worship. 

8. By John E. Edwards and Paul Whitehead, proposing to 
amend by striking out on page 75 the words which direct the 
reading of the General Rules. 

9. By C. K. Marshall and W. M. Rush, proposing foot-note in 
the ordination service. 

10. By H. J. Adams and J. H. Grogan, proposing new question 
in Quarterly Conference business in relation to examination of 
Quarterly Conference record by a committee. 

11. By R. K. Hargrove, J. B. McFerrin, and D. C. Kelley, pro- 
posing to indicate in the Rubric scriptures appropriate to differ- 
ent classes, which may be used at discretion instead of Psalm and 
Lesson of the Burial Service. 

12. By Giles J. Patterson and H. A. C. Walker, in relation to 
admission of “hearsay evidence.” 

13. By R. K. Hargrove and W. Burr, in relation to authentica- 
tion of Minutes of Quarterly Conference. 

14. By Leroy M. Wilson and 8.58. Roszell, on order of public 
worship. 

15. By W. G. Connor and C. G. Andrews, proposing change on 
page 71, by which Bishops shall be required “to travel during the 
year as far as practicable, in order to preach,” etc., instead of 
“through the Presiding Elders’ Districts,” etc. 
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16. By J. D. Cameron, H. W. Foote, and W. P. Barton, proposing 
to combine into one form “ministration of baptism to such as are 
of riper years” and “the reception and recognition of Church- 
members.” 

17. By A. P. Warterfield and others, to prevent the mortgaging 
of Church-property. 

18. By J. E. Groce, J. B. Stevenson, and J. M. Boland, providing 
“that eu whole Church observe the same sins del of fasting and 
prayer.” 

19. By John E, Edwards and L.S. Reed, proposing to amend 
so as to allow election and ordination at the end of one year. 

20. By F. Law and others, proposing to amend-Ans. 2 to Ques. 
7, page 45, in relation to examination of the life and official 
administration of the preachers. 

21. By John L. Wheat and B. M. Messick, in relation to “a reg- 
ister of the baptized children.” 

22. By H. F. Johnson, proposing to insert a new section, “Of 
Technicalities and Amendments,” and providing that an accused 
person shall not be acquitted on account of mere informality in . 
the charge and specifications; and that the same may be amended 
by the committee. 

23. In relation to reception of ministers from other Churches. 

24. By H. A. C. Walker and O. A. Darby, proposing to require 
of each local preacher a written report of his ministerial work 
during the year. 

25. By John A. Ellis and 8, B. Watts, proposing a form of cer- 
tificate to be furnished a licentiate when received from another 
Church. 

In all the above your committee respectfully recommend non- 
concurrence, the proposed changes being deemed unnecessary, or 
already sufficiently provided for in the Discipline. 

Respectfully submitted. J. E..Evans, Chairman. 

Fr. M, Kunnepy, Secretary. * 


REPORT NO. 17 ON REVISAL. 

Your committee report that the resolution of Jas. R. Mood and 
Giles J. Patterson, proposing a question in relation to election of 
superintendents of Sunday-schools, is returned, the same having 
been already approved. J. E. EVANS, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 


Perse 
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Report No. 18 of that committee, which was laid on the table 
under the rule. 

C. K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 6 of that committce, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Your committee, to whom was referred@ the memorial of the 
Sunday-school of Cambridge, Mo., on electing, at the time and 
in the same manner as the Sunday-school superintendent is 
elected, an assistant superintendent, have considered the request, 
and do not recommend its adoption. They deem it competent for 
a Sunday-school to elect a librarian, a secretary, and a treasurer, 
and by the same right an assistant superintendent when HERR 
They also do not regard the request of the same memorial to 
adapt Our Little People to our infant people, because the lesser 
catechisms meet the needs of those too young to study Our Little 
People lessons. 

The committee have considered the resolution signed by P. P. 
Ellis and A. T. Winsor, “on organizing Sunday-school Boards in 
the several Annual Conferences,” and are of opinion that the case 
is already provided for, and therefore do not recommend any 
change in the Discipline. C. K. Marswaut, Chairman. 

D. G. Gopwin, Secretary pro tem. 

W. P. Harrison, chairman of the Committee on Education, pre- 
sented Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of J. E. Evans, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 3 ON EDUCATION. 

The Committee on Education have carefully considered a paper 
signed by A. B. Stark and J. J. Wheat, suggesting the propriety 
of establishing a General Conference Board of Education, with 
auxiliary Boards in the Annual and Quarterly Conferences, and 
beg leave to report that they regard any action upon this subject 


at the present time as inexpedient, 
* W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


The following communication was then presented by the Chair, 


and read: 
ATLANTA, GA., May 21, 1878. 


To the General Gonference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
Dear Breturen:—As Fraternal Messengers from the General 
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Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church, we take pleasure 
in handing you herewith a copy of the revised Discipline of our 
Church, and also a copy of the Journal of the Reunion Conven- 
tion of 1877. In the latter we call your attention to the action of 
our Church on the subject of an Ecumenical Methodist Confer- 
ence (see page 46), and would add that whatever action the other 
branches may take on this question, our Church will be ready 
to affiliate in the spirit contemplated by the great movement. 

Our committees of correspondence and visitation are already 
officially appointed, and we only await the farther action of the 
larger branches of the great Methodist family. 

We shall confidently expect a fraternal deputation from your 
honored body to our next General Conference, to meet in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., in May, 1880. Yours, in the bonds of the gospel, 

ALEXANDER CLARK, Chairman, 
Grorce R. Barr, 
F. H. M. HenpErson. 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the documents were received with 
thanks, and ordered to be placed in the archives of the General 
Conference. 

The following communication was then presented by the Chair, 
and read: P 

ATLANTA, Ga., May 20, 1878. 
To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South. 

Dear FATHERS AND ee :—I beg leave to invite your 
attention to the following resolution adopted by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chur qh at Baltimore, in 
May, 1876: 

“ Resolved, That Thursday, May 6, 1880, be the day for the 
reception of Fraternal Delegations, and that the evening of that 
day, and such other evenings as the Conference may order, shall 
be set apart for listening to addresses from delegates; and that 
all bodies in correspondence with us be fully advertised in our 
letters, and by our visiting delegates, of the day ordered by this 
body for the reception of Fraternal Délegates, their letters, and 
their words of greeting.” 

- The next General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is appointed to be held in the city of Cincinnati. 

Permit me to add that I am sure the cordiality of its welcome 
of your Fraternal Delegates will emulate, though it cannot surpass, 
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your example; and will make Cincinnati as bright a spot in their 
memory as Atlanta must ever be in that of my co-delegate and 


myself. Iam very truly and fraternally yours, 
Cyrus D. Foss. 


On motion of E. E, Wiley, the communication was received, 
and ordered to be entered on-the Journal. 

Dr. Foss was then brought forward by the Chair. 

He took a most affectionate leave of the Conference. 

C. K. Marshall responded in earnest terms of affection. 

The Chair (Bishop Paine), in the name of his colleagues of the 
Episcopal College, and of the General Conference, and the Con- 
nection they represent, amid much emotion, took leave of the 
Doctor, giving him the parting hand, accompanied by most ear- 
nest assurances of fraternal regard. 

A. M. Shipp, chairman of the Committee on Fraternal Corre- 
spondence, presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

The committee to whom were referred all matters pertaining to 
the Address of the British Conference, and all similar communi- 
cations, respectfully report for adoption by the Conference the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops be authorized and request- 
ed to appoint two delegations, consisting each of one minister 
and one layman, to bear fraternal greetings of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, to the General Conferences respect- 
ively of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist 
Protestant Church, at their next sessions, in return for the warm 
expressions of regard and sympathy by which, through their 
representatives, our hearts have been moved at this session of 
our Conference. A. M. Supp, Chairman. 

Bishop Doggett took the chair 

W. P. Harrison, chairman of the Committee on Waacntion 
presented and fend Report No. 4 of that committee. 

On motion of N. H. Lee, the report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON EDUCATION. 

After the most careful inquiry that it was in their power to 
make, your committee have been unable to present a complete 
table of statistics of the institutions of learning under the care 
of our Church. We have prepared, and present herewith, as 
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complete returns of the universities, colleges and high schools, as 
our limited means of information allow. [See tabular statement. ] 

That only one of these, Vanderbilt University, located at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee; is fully endowed, furnishes a subject of painful 
reflection. The generosity of a single public-spirited citizen of 
the United States excels, in available endowment, the united con- 
tributions of three-fourths of a million of Southern Methodists. 
We do not believe that our people are indifferent to the-cause of 
education, but we cannot resist the conclusion that the wants of 
the times, the necessities of the Church, and the claims of the 
rising generation, are not fully understood and properly appreci- 
ated among us. We are aware that much progress has been 
made in the South in the direction of common school education. 
Notwithstanding our vast territories are occupied by compara- 
tively small populations, the efforts of States, societies, and indi- 
viduals, have awakened an interest akin to enthusiasm in many 
places. But we do not regard the establishment of a system of 
common school education by the State as diminishing in the 
least the responsibility of the Church of Christ. In the nature 
_ of the case, only elementary principles can be taught in public 
schools, and all positive religious instruction must, of necessity, 
be excluded. Denominational differences can only be harmon- 
ized in State institutions by a compromise which presents the 
Christian system as a bare and lifeless skeleton. To the various 
evangelical denominations in our land, the cause of a thoroughly 
Christian and sanctified learning must be committed. Whether 
our own Church is fully meeting this responsibility is, we fear, a 
question which can only be answered in the negative. 

The general characteristic of the eighteenth century was indif- 
ference to the claims of the Christian religion. The principal 
feature of the nineteenth century is a tendency to scientific skep- 
ticism. The influence of the American Revolution upon the con- 
tinent of Europe resulted in the overthrow.of dynasties, the 
destruction of time-honored institutions, and the inauguration of 
an era of change and uncertainty which still presents problems 
unsolved to the statesmen of Christendom. The alliance of 
Church and State for so many generations identified in great 
measure the truths of Christianity with the special forms of civil 
government, and when the awakened spirit of the people began " 
to question the divine rights of civil rulers, the doctrines of the 
gospel were subjected to the same rigid and unfriendly criticism. 
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Monarchical institutions which had been rendered sacred by the 
spiritual sanction of an ecclesiastical hierarchy could not perish 
without shaking the foundation of the Church which protected 
and sustained them. : 

The enlightened wisdom of our American statesmen declared 
the independence of the Church of Christ, dissolved hor union 
with the State, and decreed, in the letter of our Constitution, 
absolute liberty of conscience. Every man has the inalienable 
right to worship God according to his own convictions of the 
requirements of the Divine Word. But liberty must not degen- 
erate into license. Personal responsibility to God, illustrated and 
enforced by the moral power of religious truth, must take the 
place of civil authority in matters of faith, and the untiring zeal 
of the Christian Church must be taxed to inculcate the ennobling 
principles of evangelical Christianity. The early training at the 
domestic altar, the holy influences of the Sabbath-school, and 
the frequent exhortations of divine truth from the pulpit, are 
potent agents in the work of preserving and propagating the 
vital forms of a pure and earnest religion. But the rapid dif- 
fusion of intelligence, the wonderful increase of facilities for 
acquiring knowledge, and the natural tendency to intellectual 
pride which distinguishes our fallen race, are constant monitors, 
warning us of dangers to be averted. 

If it be true that “the undevout astronomer is mad,”’ it is none 
the less true that there are not a few such madmen at this moment 
engaged in sowing the seeds of a philosophy which would destroy 
the Christian religion and bring back again the age of bewilder- 
ing doubt and hopeless darkness which made paganism a moral 
desolation. Some of the most prominent men of the nineteenth 
century, in the world of science, are bending all the energies of 
their most exalted genius to the inculcation of theories which are 
calculated, if not designed, to destroy the credibility of the Holy 
Scriptures. The inspired record is challenged with a courage 
which can only be born of hatred, and the shallow deductions of 
superficial observers are proclaimed as triumphant refutations of 
the word of God. Discordant, self-contradictory, and mutually 
destructive, as many of these scientific dicta are, they have been, 
one and all, declared with such boldness and sublimity of confi- 
dence, and propounded in such captivating and casily intelligible 
terms for the eyes and ears of the multitude, that many have 
accepted them as unquestionable truths. The young are espe- 
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cially liable to this pernicious influence of scientific skepticism. 
Impatient of all restraints, glorying in the liberty which casts off 
the burden of self-denial, and gives the rein to every passion, 
they are taught to regard piety as superstition, and faith as the 
badge of intellectual weakness. The sage and learned quarterly, 
the sprightly and captivating monthly, and the ubiquitous daily 
newspaper, all codperate in this work of destruction. No doc- 
trine of the Bible is too sacred to escape the taunt, the jeer, or 
the prurient witticism of sensation-loving paragraphers, and the 
holiest lives of the followers of Jesus furnish no protection 
against the prying curiosity which impales private character in 
the public prints, under the pretense of a jealous guardianship 
of the morals of society. 

We are aware that the chief glory of the Church ef Christ is a 
pure and spotless walk and conversation amongmen. Without a 
thorough, all-transforming religious experience, the acquisitions 
of human learning, and the revelations of physical science, are 
mere elements of power, as competent for evil as they are capa- 
ble of good. Hence we plead with greater earnestness for that 
knowledge which is baptized with the Holy Spirit, and conse- 
crated of God to the work of moral as well as of mental regen- 
eration. We believe that the Christian ministry is ordained of 
God to lead the way by precept and example, guiding the world 
into the highest forms of truth. 

We affirm that the time has fully come for an earnest revival 
of learning among our people. The study of the Holy Scriptures. 
in the original tongues is not sufficiently esteemed by our minis- 
ters, Seeking to avoid the pedantry which displays its folly in 
the hackneyed phrases of foreign languages, we forget that the 
vital atmosphere of inspiration still lingers in the letter of the 
sacred texts. We affirm that the tongues which enshrine the 
records of Moses and the sublime visions of Isaiah, the words of 
Jesus and the doctrinal teachings of Paul, can never become dead 
languages until the trump of the archangel shall sound the knell 
of time. We affirm that the inspired word and the physical uni- 
verse are the two volumes of the one Book of God. There is no 
contradiction between them anywhere, and he who does not 
strive to understand them both, as far as he may, has wandered 
from the path of duty, and deprived himself of an exalted privi- 
ege. 

We know that distinctions are often drawn between college- 
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bred men and self-made men. We acknowledge no such distince- 
tion. All men who attain to eminence in Church or State are 
self-made men. No appliances of the college or university can 
substitute or supply the capacity for thorough education. But 
he who, by slow and painful stages, ascends the hill of science by 
his own unaided efforts can sooner mount the desired eminence 
if he have skilled and competent guides and helpers in the way. 
The noble men who have devoted their lives to the instruction of 
youth in our institutions of learning are best prepared to appre- 
ciate the importance of the ardent ambition which is foiled by no 
obstacle, and repressed by no difficulty, in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge. 

We appeal to the ministry of our Church, and exhort them, as 
leaders and teachers of our people, to rally to the support of our 
high schools, colleges, and universities. Their intelligent appre- 
ciation of the demands of the age in which we live will kindle 
the fires of enthusiasm in the Church at large, and thus adequate 
measures will be devised for the endowment of our literary insti- 
tutions. That class of men whose labors have been patiently 
given to the cause of liberal Christian education, amid the long- 
continued pressure of poverty and neglect, will find their hands 
strengthened and their hearts encouraged by a generous recogni- 
tion of their merits, and the young men of the ministry will be 


' stimulated to ceaseless industry in qualifying themselves to meet 


any and all enemies of Christianity upon their own chosen fields 
of conflict. 
Let us have no unseemly jealousies or petty rivalries among 


the friends of particular colleges and universities. There isa field 


already ripe for the harvest within the reach of all our institu- 
tions of learning. Our people are not too poor to furnish the 
money for their endowment, and the pupils for their patronage. 
Let us adopt the motto which has nerved multitudes of successful 
business men in all departments of human endeavor: Hither jind 
a way or make one. 

We recommend the following resolutions for adoption by the 
General Conference: 

Resolved, That we recognize the hand of a gracious Providence 
in the munificent gift which established and endowed Vanderbilt 
University, and rejoice to hear that it has already entered upon 
its field of extensive and rapidly increasing usefulness. 

Resolved, That we earnestly commend our literary institutions, 


i 


162 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May 20, 


male and female, as worthy of the highest confidence, most lib- 
eral patronage, and ample endowment at the hands of our people. 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

The Chair then brought forward the Rev. Drs. Clark, Barr, and 
Henderson, Fraternal Messengers of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, who made, severally, affectionate parting salutations. 
They were eloquently and cordially responded to by the Chair 
(Bishop Doggett). 

A motion of A.S, Andrews, to reconsider the vote by which 
Report No. 4 on Education was adopted, did not prevail. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, pre- 
sented Report No. 15 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 15 ON FINANCE. 


Your committee to whom was referred a resolution adopted by 
the Quarterly Conference of Little Osage Circuit, Neosho District, 
South-west Missouri Conference, March 23, 1878, respecting a 
devise by J. J. Bearden of half of his estate to the M. E. Church, 
South, have made examination of the matter mentioned in said 
resolution, and after corresponding with a party living at Nevada, 
Missouri, the locality where it is reported that said Bearden died, 
and having had the probate records examined, are unable to find 
that any such manas J. J. Bearden ever lived or died, testate or 
otherwise, and return herewith said resolution. But considering 
that there may have been a mistake of locality stated, and the 
possibility that a careful examination of the matter may reveal 
some rights belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Brother T. M. Cobb be, and is hereby, appointed 
an agent of this General Conference, to collect and receive any 
legacy which may have been devised to the M. BE. Church, South, 
by J. J. Bearden, deceased, and pay the same over to the Treas- 
urer of the Board of Missions, if collected. 

R, A. Youna, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Winon, Secretary. 

Also Report No. 16 of that committee, which was read and laid 
on the table under the rule. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. D. Giddings, lay delegate 
from Texas Conference, after to-day. 

On motion of A. H. Colquitt, chairman of the Committee on 
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Introductions, twelve o'clock to-morrow was designated as the 
time for the reception of the Fraternal Delegates from the Canada 
Methodist Church. 

Conference adjourned with the doxology, and benediction by the 
Bishop. 


Monday Afternoon, May 20, 1878. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Doggett in the 
chair. : 

Divine service was conducted by T. Stanford. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Leave of absence was granted to R. A. Hardaway, lay delegate 
from Alabama Conference, and W. B. Harrison, lay delegate from 
Louisville Conference. 

J.C. C. Winch presented a Minority Report of the Committee 
on Finance, to be laid on the table with Report No. 16 of that 
committee. 

P. Gallagher presented a copy of the will of Mrs. Ann Chris- 
tiana Kent, which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

W. S. Black, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 5 of that committee, which was received and 
laid on the table, without reading. 

Report No. 3 on Publishing Interests was taken from the table 
and recommitted—the Minority Report was withdrawn. 

Report No. 6 on Itinerancy was taken up with the substitute, 
and read, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON ITINERANCY. | 

The Committee on Itinerancy have patiently and carefully con- 
sidered all the papers referred to them in regard to changes in 
the Presiding Eldership, and respectfully present, as their delib- 
erate conclusion on the subject, the recommendation that no 
change be made in the Discipline in regard to the Presiding 
Elder question. Joun S. Martin, Chairman, 

C. G, ANDREWS, Secretary. 

Atlanta, Ga., May 15, 1878. 


SUBSTITUTE FOR REPORT NO. 6 ON ITINERANCY. 
Let the report of the committee be substituted by the follow- 


ing resolution: 
Resolved, That the proviso to Answer 8, Question 3, Section 2, 
page 70, of the Discipline, on the Duties of Bishops, be stricken 
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out, so that the answer shall read as follows: “To see that the 
Districts be formed according to his judgment.” 

- J. E. Epwaprps, 
. J. D. VInctL. 


J. EH. Edwards advocated the adoption of the substitute. 

A. R. Winfield spoke against it—J. F. Medley and W. W. Ben- 
_nett for it—J. Boring spoke against it. 

On motion of T. L. Mellen, the time was extended to allow him 
to finish his speech. 

S. Black advocated the substitute. Thos. Branch and W. L. 
Nugent followed on the same side—R. H. Mahon opposed the 
substitute. 

T. N. Meriwether moved to lay the substitute on the table— 
a motion of J. H. Edwards, to take the vote by yeas and nays, did 
not prevail. 

The substitute was laid on the table. 

A motion of J. B. McGehee to adjourn did not prevail. 

The report was then read, and P. A. Peterson moved an amend- 
ment by striking out all after the words Presiding Eldership, 
and inserting the words which close the report. 

T. N. Meriwether moved the previous question—the call was 
sustained, the amendment was adopted. 

The report as amended was adopted by a rising vote—yeas 
154, nays 68, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON ITINERANCY. 

The Committee on Itinerancy have patiently and carefully con- 
sidered all the papers referred to them in regard to changes in 
the Presiding Eldership, and recommend that the proviso to 
Answer 8, Question 3, Section 2, Chapter III., page 70, be amended 
by striking out the word “fourteen,” and inserting “twenty,” 
so that itshall read, “provided that no District shall contain more 
than twenty appointments.” Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. ; 

Atlanta, Ga., May 15, 1878. 

On motion, Conference adjourned with the doxology, and bene- 
diction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, May 21, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Doggett in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by J. H. Edwards. 
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The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

A memorial on temperance, from Mrs. M. McClellan Brown, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was presented by the Chair, and referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

A communication from C. C. Spain and others, from Kaufman, 
Texas, deprecating any change of boundaries in the Conference 
affecting their relation to the North Texas Conference, was pre- 
sented, read, and received as information. _ 

L. Palmer, lay delegate from North Alabama Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence. H. CO. Allen, lay delegate from 
Arkansas Conference, asked and obtained leave of absence after 
to-morrow. 

Bishop Doggett in leaving the chair admonished the members 
to observe due decorum, and discharge their duties with all con- 
venient dispatch. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. — 

A resolution offered by R. Paine, jr., J. B. McFerrin, and J. C. 
C. Winch, respecting the claim of the Publishing House before 
Congress, was read, and referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 

A motion of C. W. Miller, to discharge the Commissioners on 
the claim, was, on motion of J. HE. Evans, laid on the table. 

W. W. Bennett moved to suspend the order of the day to allow 
J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, to present Report No. 6 of that committee, respecting the 
New Orleans Depository, which was read and laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The order of the day having arrived, Report No.5 of the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests, was read—also the Minority Re- 
port. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett, the Report of the Majority was 
taken up by items. 

Item 1 was read. 

E. A. Yates moved to amend by striking out the words “manu- 
facturing and.”’ - 4 

J. E. Cobb spoke in favor of the amendment. At the expira- 
tion of his time, W. Mooney moved to extend the time—this 
motion did not prevail. 

A. R. Winfield, R. A. Young, and W. P. Harrison, spoke 
against it. 

The order of the day being the reception of the Rev. Dr. Doug- 
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lass, Fraternal Messenger from the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Canada, he was presented by A. H. Colquitt, 
chairman of the Committee on Introductions, to the Chair (Bishop 
Kavanaugh), and by him to his colleagues of the Episcopal Col- 
lege, and then to the Conference, by which he was received 
standing. ; 

The Address of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Church in Canada, which was read, is as follows: 


ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
CHURCH IN CANADA, TO THE BISHOPS, MINISTERS, AND 
MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH, OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Honorep FaTHERs AND BRETHREN:—“Grace be unto you, and 
peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Though 
we have been for many years acquainted with your “work of 
faith and labor of love,” yet, up to the present time, no formal 
correspondence nor intercourse has taken place between Canadian 
Methodism and that large branch of the Methodist brotherhood 
of which you are the recognized overseers. 
~ Several circumstances appear to us to indicate that the present 
is a propitious time to send you our first fraternal Christian greet- 
ings. Important changes have recently taken place in our own 
organization as a Church. We have felt, for some years, a desire 
by the expression of our interest in the work you are doing for 
the Master, to strengthen those ties of Christian affection that 
should bind in unity of spirit all the different members of the 
family of God who hold the “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

An agreeable visit from the venerable Dr, T. B. Sargent, of your 
Church, during the present meeting of our General Conference, 
has materially conduced to give this desire a practical expression. 
We have heard with sincere satisfaction his statements concern- 
ing the growth and extension of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South; and the successes which have attendedyour labors through- 
out the vast field that has been assigned to you by the Head of 
the Church, as the sphere of your operations. It is specially 
gratifying to us to know that so soon after the disastrous civil 
war, which must have been sadly inimical to every religious inter- 
est, Southern Methodism has regained its wonted vigor; and is so 
successfully prosecuting its work in every department of Christian ~*~ 
enterprise. 

Dr. Sargent did not come amongst us as a stranger. Many of 
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us cherished kindly remembrances of a former visit, fourteen 
years ago, which secured for him on the present occasion a cor- 
dial welcome to our homes and hearts. His kindly Christian 
spirit, his words of tender, godly counsel, and his impressive and 
scriptural ministrations, have left with us pleasant memories that 
shall not soon be effaced. We rejoice to inform you that prob- 
ably in no part of the world has our beloved Methodism won 
more signal victories for Christ that in the Dominion of Canada. 
Our pioneer preachers in the new-settlements of this country, 
amid toil and danger, scattered precious seeds of truth that have 
yielded rich harvests of golden grain. 

Our educational institutions are rendering noble service in pre- 
paring the youth of our country for an efficient discharge of life’s 
great duties; and, by the dissemination of a sound religious lit- 
erature, we are successfully combating the heresy and skepti- . 
cism that are so fiercely and extensively assailing the faith of the 
children of God. 

On our missions to the Indians we have witnessed many glo- 
rious evidences of the power and sufficiency of the old gospel of 
life and love to transform the rude and barbarous tribes of the 
wilderness into the “sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty,” 
while in all the chief centers of population we occupy a front 
rank in the work of supplying the religious wants of the people. 

We have also successful missions to the French Romanists of 
the Province of Quebec; to the German population of the Prov- 
ince of Ontario; to the rapidly extending communities of the 
new Province of Manitoba and the great North-west; to the 
growing settlements and aboriginal tribes of the Pacific coast; 
on the shores of Newfoundland, and among the genial isles of 
the Bermudas; and within the last two years, through God’s 
blessing, and the increased liberality of our people, we have been 
enabled to send two missionaries to lift up the standard of the 
cross among the enslaved and benighted multitudes of Japan. 

For several years past there have been signs of a growing 
desire for an organized union of the different branches of Cana- 
dian Methodism. Practical measures have been adopted for 
securing this desirable object; and, as the result of this move- 
ment, our present General Conference, which represents over one 
thousand ministers, and more than one hundred thousand Church- 
members, is the first meeting of representatives from three bodies, 
formerly known, respectively, as: the Wegleyan Methodist Church 
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in Canada, Wesleyan Methodist Church of Eastern British 
America, and the New Connection Church of Canada, and is 
composed of ministerial and lay delegates, in this respect adopt- 
ing a reform which your own Church was the first of the large 
Methodist denominations to inaugurate. And, though some of 
the minor bodies are not yet ripe for complete organic unity, still 
the spirit of uniting love is rapidly melting away the icy walls 
of separation and sectarian exclusiveness; and we trust, before 
long, the Methodism of our Dominion will present an unbroken 
front to the enemies of the cross of Christ. ; 

In these times, when an atheistic philosophy and a diluted 
Christianity prevail so extensively, it will doubtless gratify you 
to know that, though our fields of labor are widely separated, we 
are one with you in contending earnestly for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints, and in faithfully proclaiming, in 
all their divine fullness, these “glad tidings of great joy,” which 
are now, as in the days of the hero-fathers of Methodism, “the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.’’ 

We have appointed as our representatives to your next Gen- 
eral Conference, the Rev. George Douglass, LL.D., our Vice-pres- 
ident, and the Hon. Judge Wilmot, D.C. L., brethren beloved. 

Our earnest and prayerful desire for you is, that you may be 
enriched with peace and unity of spirit, and that your evangel- 
istic labors may be crowned with abundant tokens of the Divine 
approval and benediction. May the God of all grace “supply all 
your need, according to his riches of glory, by Christ Jesus!” 

Signed by order and on behalf of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Church of Canada, Toronto, Ontario, this first day 
of October, 1874. HE. Ryerson, President. 

Duncan D. Currig, Secretary. 


The Rev. Dr. Douglass then addressed the Conference in a 
speech of surpassing eloquence and power, glowing with fraternal 
affection, which was received with unbounded applause. 

The Chair (Bishop Kavanaugh) responded in a similar vein. 

The Conference arose spontaneously and sung, 


Blest be the tie that binds. 


Thus closed a most pleasing and profitable episode in Confer- 
ence business. 

The following resolutions were then offered and adopted: 

Whereas, the Committee on Public Worship have requested Dr. 
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Douglass to occupy the pulpit to-morrow night in the audience- 
room above; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference do hereby earnestly 
join in the’ request that the Doctor preach at that time before 
this bedy. E. E. Wiey, 

©. K,. MarsHatt, 
A. W. Witson, 
Tuos. BRANCH. 


Fesolved, That we do hereby fix 12 o’clock to-morrow as the 
time for the reception of the Fraternal Delegates from the African 
M. E. Church in the United States of Ameriea. 

A. H. Coreuirr, Chairman. 


J. L. Parkes, lay delegate from Tennessee Conference, asked 
leave of absence, but it was not granted. 

Conference adjourned with the doxology, and benediction by 
the Bishop. 


Tuesday Afternoon, May 21,1878. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Wightman in the 
ehair. 

B. Craven conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. : 

John Hogan, lay delegate from the St. Louis Conferenee; A. G. 
Stitt, J. W. Rodman, lay delegates from the Kentucky Confer- 
ence; and A. B. Stark, lay delegate from the Louisville Conference, 
asked and were not granted leave of absence. 

O. W. Carr, lay delegate from North Carolina Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence, on account of family affliction. 

Bishop Wightman took the chair. 

N. T. Lupton moved that the Conference adjourn sine die at 1 
o'clock p.m. Thursday next. 

J. B. McFerrin offered an amendment that we continue in ses- 
sion until we have transacted all the business of the session, 
which prevailed. 

The order of the day—Report No. 5 of the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests—was resumed. 

The amendment of E. A. Yates, to strike out the words “‘man- 
ufacturing and” from the first item of Section 1, being under con- 
sideration, J. B. McFerrin and J. O. A. Clark spoke against it. 
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C. K. Marshall moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was taken, and the amendment was lost. 

Itém 1 of Section 1 was adopted. 

Item 2 of Section 1 was read and adopted. 

Section 2 was read, and J. W. Lewis moved to amend by insert- 
ing after the word “Agent” the words “who shall be a layman.” 

On motion of J. C. C. Winch, this amendment was laid on the 
table. 

O. P. Fitzgerald moved to amend by substituting two weeks 
for one month. 

This motion was laid on the table. 

Section 2 was adopted. 

Section 3 was read. 

R. A. Young moved to amend the second item so as to require 
a trial balance sheet to be presented once a month, at least, by 
the Agent. z 

On motion of H. W. Foote, this amendment was laid on the 
table. 

W. H. Potter moved to amend item 7 of Section 3 by adding at 
the close the following words from the Minority Report: ‘“ Pro- 
vided that as soon as practicable the business of the House shall 
be reduced and confined to that of a publisher, and not of a man- 
ufacturer.” 

Bishop Paine then addressed the Conference, deprecating hasty 
action in opposition to the well-matured recommendations of a 
large and able committee. 

The Chair ruled that the amendment of W. H. Potter was out 
of order. 

M. Walton advocated the adoption of the section. 

T. L. Mellen moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and Section 3 was adopted. 

Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, were read and adopted. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the followingitem was adopted: 

“The annual meeting of the Book Committee shall be held 
on the first Wednesday in the month of May, and monthly meet- 
ings at such time as the Committee shall appoint; and a majority 
of the five members who are to live near Nashville shall be neces- 
sary at monthly meetings, and a majority of the whole Commit- 
tee necessary to an annual meeting, in order to transact business.” 

T. L. Mellen moved to-adopt the report as a whole. 

W. W. Duncan moved to amend by striking out from item 5, in 
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the statement of some of the causes of losses and depreciation, 
these words, “under the methods of business adopted and carried 
on by the Agent.” 

P. A. Peterson spoke in favor of the amendment. 

T. L. Mellen spoke against it. 

W. Mooney moved the previous question—the call was not sus- 
tained. 

W. P. Harrison made an éxplanation. 

The time was extended to allow A. H. Redford to make a state- 
ment. . 
Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 22, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Wightman in the 
chair. 

Divine service was conducted by A. P. Warterfield. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 

S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Reports Nos. 9, 10, and 11, of* that committee, which were 
read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 9 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report that they 
have duly considered the paper referred to them signed by N. H. 
D. Wilson and L. S. Burkhead, proposing a change in the Disci- 
pline, Chap. III., Sec. 3, paragraph 6, page 69, so that any minis- 
ter or member of the Church, who may be aggrieved; shall have 
the right of appeal to the College of Bishops, whose decision 
shall be final. The committee recommend non-concurrence. 


S. Recester, Chairman. 
S. S. Bryant, Secretary. 


REPORT NO. 10 ON EPISCOPAOY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report that they have 
had under consideration a paper signed by W. H. Watkins and W. 
W. Bennett, proposing to alter the provisions of the Discipline, 
page 70, in relation to the publication of Episcopal decisions, and 
recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to publish their decis- 
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-jons on questions of law in the Nashville Advocate, for popular 
use, and afterward in the Appendix to Manual for permanence. 
S. Reaester, Chairman. . 
8. S. Bryant, Secretary. 


REPORT NO. 11 ON EPISCOPACY. 

The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report that a sum- 
mary statement of receipts and disbursements of the Bishops’ 
Fund for the past four years, by the Book Agent, Dr. A. H. Red- 
ford, was referred to them, which is herewith returned to the 
Conference, with the recommendation that it be adopted. 

The committee farther recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Bishops’ Fund be required 
hereafter to submit to the General Conference an itemized state- 
ment of his receipts and disbursements for the preceding four 
years, showing clearly the amounts contributed by each Annual 
Conference. S. Rearster, Chairman. 

8. 8. Bryant, Secretary. 


S. Regester, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, pre- 
sented Report No. 12 of that committee, which was read, as fol- 


lows: 
REPORT NO. 12 ON EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report: 

The annual salaries of the Bishops, including traveling expenses, 
are fixed at $3,000 each, and the sum of $1,500 annually for the 
widow and family of Bishop E. M. Marvin, deceased. 

To meet these claims the following sums have been assessed to 
the several Annual Conferences, to wit: Baltimore, $1,200; Vir- 
ginia, $1,500; Western Virginia, $250; North Carolina, $1,400; 
South Carolina, $850; North Georgia, $1,350; South Georgia, 
$1,000; Florida, $250; Alabama, $1,000; North Alabama, $800; 
Louisiana, $800; Mississippi, $850; North Mississippi, $850; Mem- 
phis, $1,200; Tennessee, $1,500; Holston, $800; Kentucky, $800; 
Louisville, $1,200; St. Louis, $600; South-west Missouri, $600; 
Missouri, $1,000; Western, $100; Little Rock, $500; Arkansas, 
$350; White River, $300; Indian Mission, $25; Texas, $300; 
North Texas, $450; North-west Texas, $450; Hast Texas, $250; 
West Texas, $200; Columbia, $50; Pacific, $150; Los Angeles, 
$25; Illinois, $200; German Mission, $100; Denver, $50; Mon- 
tana, $25. Total, $23,825. S. Reaester, Chairman. 
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W. G. Veal moved to lay it on the table—this motion did not 
prevail. 

8. Rodgers moved to recommit. 

A. West raised the point of order that the report of the com- 
mittee on estimating Bishops’ salaries is final. He cited‘the Dis- 
cipline, Chap. TX., See. 3, on “Support of Bishops,” as follows: 
“The Bishops shall be supported according to the following plan: 
1. The allowance of the Bishops for salary and traveling expenses, 
and of the widows and orphan children of deceased Bishops, 
shall be estimated by the Committee on Episcopacy of the Gen- 
eral Conference; and they shall divide the amount between the 
several Annual Conferences, according to the ability of the Con- 
ference.” 

The Chair, for obvious reasons, declined to decide the point of 
order, preferring that the decision be made by the Conference. 

A. R. Winfield moved to sustain the point of order, and the 
motion prevailed by a rising vote—yeas, 120; nays, 104. : 

W.G. Veal gave notice that he would present a protest against 
this decision, to be spread on the Journal. 

J. 8. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 
sented Report No. 9 of that committee, which was read, and laid 
on the table under the rule. 

Also Report No. 10 of the same committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 10 ON ITINERANCY. 

The Committee on Itinerancy have considered a paper signed 
by P. H. Whisner and Samuel Rodgers, asking that the duties of 
the committee of examination of candidates for admission on trial 
be so enlarged as to include character and adaptation to the 7tin- 
erant work, as well as the course of study, and they do recommend 
non-concurrence. Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. Anprews, Secretary. 

J. B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read 
and laid on the table. 

Also Report No. 8 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 

REPORT NO. 8 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the report of the Ger- 
man Publishing Committee, to which were added two resolutions 
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adopted by the German Mission Conference during its late ses- 
sion, properly signed by the Secretary, viz.: 

1. Recommending the election of J. B. A. Ahrens, D.D., editor, 
and Rev. J. A. G. Rabe, assistant editor, of the Familienfreund and 
Kinderfreund. 

2. Recommending the election of a German Publishing Com- 
mittee, composed of the following-named persons: J.B. A. Ahrens, 
F. Vordenbaumen, J. A. Schaper, John G. Krauter, and Jacob 
Bader. ° 

Respectfully report concurrence. 


J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 
J. E. Cons, Secretary. 


J.B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 9 of that committee, which was read, 
and, after some discussion, on motion of W. Mooney, was adopted, 
as follows: 


REPORT NO. 9 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 
To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South: 
- Your Committee on Publishing Interests submit the following 
report upon the memorial in their paper of the Rev. R. Abbey, 
referred to them at an early day of the session. Your committee 
report the vot ioe facts; which have been elicited by their inves- 
tigation, viz. 

1. That on the 20th of May, 1870, the General Conference 
adopted « resolution, by which “the Rev. A. L. P. Green, of Ten- 
nessee, and Isaac L. Johnson, Esq., of Washington, D. C.,” were 
appointed a commission on behalf of the “Book Agents of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South,” with full power and author- 
ity to employ counsel to present, prosecute the claims of, and 
receive the debt due, the Publishing House of said Church, at 
Nashville, by the Government of the United States, for rents, 
damages, printing material, and other property, pressed into the 
service of said Gaveramene during the years 1862 to 1865 inclu- 
sive, and endowed with full power to do allacts and things per- 
taining to said claim. (See Journal, page 305.) 

2. That on the 11th day of July, 1872, the Book Committee of 
the “Publishing House of the M. BH. Church, South,” in regular 
meeting, of which said Rev. A. L. P. Green was President, 
appointed Dr. A. H. Redford in the place of Isaac Johnson, wha 
had failed to act on said commission, and “authorized said Green 
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and Redford to employ the Rev, R. Abbey to superintend the 
prosecution of said claim against the United States Government.” 
(See Minutes of the Book Committee.) 

3. That in pursuance of said authority, said A. H. Redford 
wrote Dr. Abbey on the 12th of July, 1872, inquiring as to the 
terms upon which he would undertake to prosecute the claim, 
employ counsel, ete. 

4. That on the 25th of July, 1872, said Redford proposed to 
pay the traveling expenses of said Abbey, and a commission upon’ 
what might be collected. 

5. That the proposition as to payment of expenses was accepted, 
but that of commission declined, on the ground that it would 
give said Abbey an interest in the claim, and thus perhaps deprive 
the Church of the benefit of his testimony, which we deemed of 
importance to the Publishing House in the prosecution of the 
claim. 

6. That the matter of compensation was agreed to be left with 
the Book Committee, with the assurance on the part of said Red- 
ford that they would do right, and that said Abbey would thus 
be relieved from any interest in the claim. (See letter of August 
2, 1872.) 

7. That by letter of said Redford, Agent of the Publishing 
House, of date August 22, 1872, said Abbey was assured that his 
employment was by request of Dr. Green, and that they wished 
him to proceed to Washington, confer with Dr. Johnson, employ 
counsel at his discretion, and have the claim pushed forward 
as early as practicable, and “exercise his discretion as to the 
manner of prosecuting and conducting said claim to its final col- 
lection, codperating with said commission—Messrs. Green and 
Johnson and himself—as General Book Agents of the M. E. Church, 
South,” ete . 

8. That on the 30th day of September, 1872, said Redford, 
Agent, executed a power of attorney to said Abbey, investing him 
with full power in the premises. 

9. That in pursuance of the authority vested in him, said Abbey 
entered fully upon his workandemployed counsel upon terms 
deemed reasonable, and not involving any liability, except con- 
tingently, and has been engaged in prosecuting said claim, so far 
as your committee is advised, with unremitting zeal and diligence 
up to this time. 

10. That in the prosecution of said claim he has incurred con- 
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»-siderable expense, a detailed statement of which has not been 
furnished us. This is estimated by Dr. Abbey at more than three 
thousand dollars over and above the amount paid him by the 
Publishing House, and has subjected him to no little inconven- 
ience. ; 

11. Your committee have received assurances that there is a 
reasonable ground to hope that the contest, which has been so 
long waged for the right in this case, will ultimate in success, but 

“when that result is likely to be reached they have no means of 
determining. It is believed that the able report of the majority 
of the Committee of the Senate, in favor of the allowance of this 
claim, will be adopted whenever it is reached in the order of 
business. 

In this state of the case, when this important matter may need 
special attention, it is not deemed advisable that the agency 
which was created under the circumstances named, and which 
received the approval and indorsement of the General Conference 
of 1874, in the resolution found on page 435 of the Journal, should 
be discontinued by any direct action of this body. 

The relief which success in the prosecution of the claim would 
give the Publishing House is a matter of the highest moment, at 
this time of greatest need, and should not be imperiled by any 
hasty, impatient, or inconsiderate action. 

Under this state of facts, your committee respectfully suggest 
that the best disposition to make of the whole matter at present 
would be: 

1. To file the communication of Dr. Abbey, with the accompa- 
nying documents, among the records of the General Conference, 
for future reference. 

2. To refer the whole matter of settlement of account for 
expenses incurred and compensation, and the continuance or dis- 
continuance of the agency, to the Agent of the Publishing House 
and the Book Committee, which may be elected at this session, 
for adjustment. 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions, viz.: 

1. That the communication of Dr. Abbey and the accompany- 
ing documents be filed among the records of the General Confer- 
ence. : 

2. That all matters connected with his account for expenses 
and compensation be referred to the Agent of the Publishing 
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House of the M. E. Church, South, and the Book Committee, 
which may be elected at this session of the General Conference, 
for settlement and adjustment. 

3. That all matters relating to the continuance or discontinu- 
ance of the agency be referred, in like manner, to said Agent and 
Committee. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


J. B. MoFrErrin, Chairman. 
Davin Morton, Secretary pro tem. 


Also Report No. 10 of that committee, which was read, and, on 
motion of C. K. Marshall, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 10 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


Your committee, to whom was referred a resolution signed. by 
Robert Paine, jr., J. B. McFerrin, and J. C. C. Winch, respecting 
the expediency of memorializing the Congress of the United 
States upon the subject of the claim in favor of our Publishing 
House, have considered the same, and have prepared the accompa- 
nying memorial, which they have instructed me to report to this 
General Conference for their adoption, after which the Secretary 
of this Conference shall furnish duly certified copies for each of 
the Honorable Senate ‘and the House of Representatives in Con- 
gress assembled. J. B. McFrrrin, Chairman. 

Davip Morton, Secretary pro tem. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, in Congress assembled: 

The General Conference of the Methodist Bpiscopal Church, 
South, consisting of three hundred delegates, ministers and ee 
men, holding a quadrennial session of said Conference at Atlanta, 
Georgia, which commenced May 1, 1878, most respectfully memo- 
rialize your honorable body, and represent: 

That the United States is justly indebted to the ‘“ Book Agents 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,” a corporation located 
and having its principal office in the city of Nashville, Tennessee, 
which is the property of the Church represented by this General 
Conference, and under its direction, in a large sum of money for 
valuable means and facilities used by the army of the United 
States in 1862 to 1865, which said claim has long since been pros- 
ecuted for adjustment and payment, and is now pending before 
Congress. 

Your honorable bodies have already been informed that the 
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claimant is a religious Publishing House, a public charity, and 
is one of the largest and most promising in the United States. 
Its object is to supply the millions, more particularly in the South 
and West, of all classes and races, with a wholesome religious 
literature, adapted more especially to the wants of the young and 
the less-informed masses of the people. 

Weare assured that Congress is fully advised that the non-pay- 
ment of this debt has largely contributed to the present serious 
embarrassment of the Publishing House, which at this time, we. 
regret to say, amounts to almost financial ruin. 

Your honorable bodies are likewise informed of the extraordi- 
nary number of petitions now before your committee, praying 
for the settlement and payment of this claim. We have been 
advised that these petitions form, as a whole, the most weighty 
memorial ever presented to the American Congress for private 
relief. 

We are assured that all useful legal, moral, and equitable con- 
siderations in support of this claim have already been brought by 
counsel before Congress, and, we doubt not, have been duly con- 
sidered; and when this body, as we now do, respectfully but most 
earnestly, request Congress to make a settlement and payment 
of this claim at the earliest convenience of the Government, we 
utter only the unanimous sentiments of millions of American 
citizens composing our Church societies and congregations, and 
masses of the people who look mainly to our Publishing House 
for their current supply of moral and religious literature. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the General Conference, at 
Atlanta, Ga., May 22, 1878. H. N. McTyrernrg, President. 

T. O. Summers, Secretary. 


J.B. McFerrin, chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 11 of that committee, which was read 
and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 11 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 

Your committee have examined with care the forms for a 
Church Register, a Quarterly Conference Record, and a class- 
book, prepared by the Rev. Presley B. Smith, and referred to us, 
and respectfully report that we regard them as very meritorious 
works of their kind, and well suited to the purposes for which 
they were designed—the preservation in neat, compact form of a 
clear, concise and connected history of the charges which use 
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them. We would be glad to see them generally adopted through- 
out the Connection. . J. B. MoFrrrin, Chairman. 

Davip Morron, Secretary pro tem. 

By common consent, on motion of D. C. Kelley, Report No. 5 
of the Committee on Missions, laid on the table Tuesday, May 14, 
was taken up. 

The report was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 5 ON MISSIONS. 

Your committee having carefully considered the memorials 
referred to them in regard to Woman’s Missionary Organizations, 
beg leave to submit the following report, to be inserted as Sec- 
tion II. in the present chapter on support of missions in the Disci- 
pline. To give freest scope to these spontaneous offerings of our 
women, the constitution has been made to embrace the fewest 
possible provisions, leaving to the Executive Association pro- 
vided therein all the details of the work: 


Section IJ. Woman’s Missionary Sociery, 


In view of the fact that in most heathen countries women are — 
only accessible to teachers of their own sex, the women of the 
M. E. Church, South, are hereby authorized to, organize special 
missionary agencies under the following constitution: 

ArticLE I. This Society shall be called “The Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” 

Art. II. The object of this Society shall be to enlist and unite 
the efforts of women in the work of sending the gospel to women 
in heathen lands, through the agency of female missionaries, 
teachers, and Bible-readers. 

Art. III. The operations of this Society shall be conducted in 
connection with the Board of Missions, and subject to its advice 
and approval. All appropriations shall be made through the 
Treasurer of the Board to missions under the charge of the 
Board, for the support of female missionaries, teachers, and 
Bible-readers, employed under their sanction; nor shall any of 


_ the funds be devoted to other purposes without the consent of the 


Executive Association hereinafter provided for. 

Art. IV. This Society shall be organized by the appointment 
of a General Executive Association and Conference Societies— 
said General Executive Association to be constituted by appoint- 
ment of the Bishops and Missionary Secretaries, in the first 
instance, and thereafter as by-laws and regulations to be adopted 
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by the Association shall provide; and Conference Societies tu be 
constituted in accordance with provisions of such by-laws and 
regulations. 

Art. V. The funds of the Society shall in all cases be derived 
from private efforts, and in no case ane public collections during 
regular Church-service. 

D. C. Kelley gave notice that a meeting of women, visitors and 
residents, will be held in the First Church, Atlanta, to-morrow at 
10 o’clock, to organize under the constitution. 

J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 19 of that committee, which was read. 

W. G. Veal moved the following substitute for the third item: 

Amend the Discipline in regard to Financial Board, item 1, 
Chapter IX., Section 5, page 160. Be changed by striking out 
“close of annual session,” and inserting “second day of the 
annual session.” 

- This substitute did not prevail. 

The report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 19 ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal submit Report No. 19: 

1. They have fhad under consideration a paper signed J. H, 
Dye and A. R. Winfield, and report that the subject-matter of 
this paper has been already reported on by your committee, and 
it needs no farther notice. ; 

2. We recommend non-concurrence in the memorial of the 
Memphis Conference, requiring the Presiding Elder to furnish a 
list of the members of the District Conference. 

3. Your committee recommend that you do not concur in a 
paper signed A. M. Chrietzberg and O. A. Darby, recommending a 
change in the Discipline touching the Joint Board of Finance. 

4, They also recommend non-concurrence in the paper of W. 
S. Johnson and H. P. Walker, touching the record of the Joint 
Board of Finance. : 

5. No action is necessary on the paper of C, F, Harvey and J. J. 
Roberts, as the subject-matter has already been reported on by 
your committee. 

6. Werecommend non-concurrence in the paper of T. S. Wade 
and S. Black, which proposes to strike out Ans. 3, Ques. 1, Sec. 
12, Chap. III., page 98, of the Discipline. 

Respectfully submitted. ’ J. E. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. , 
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J. EK. Evans, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, pre- 
sented Report No. 20 of that committee, which was read and laid 
on the table, to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, as fol- 
lows: 


REPORT NO. 20 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to submit Report No. 20: 

They have had under consideration the subject of uniform sta- 
tistics referred to them, and submit for your adoption the follow- 
ing table of statistics: : 

1. Number of local preachers; 2. Number of members; 3. 
Number of infants baptized; 4. Number of adults baptized; 5. 
Number of deaths; 6. Number of Sunday-schools; 7. Number 
of officers and teachers; 8. Number*of scholars; 9. Number of 
volumes in library; 10. Number of church-edifices; 11. Value of 
church-edifices; 12. Number of parsonages; 13. Value of par- 
sonages; 14. Value of other Church-property; 15. Money expend- 
ed for salaries of ministers; 16. Money expended for Sunday- 
schools; 17. Money expended on churches and parsonages; 18. 
Amount raised in Sunday-schools for missions; 19. Amount raised 
‘in churches for missions; 20. Amount raised for Conference claim- 
ants; 21. Amount raised for Bishops; 22. Amount raised for 
other benevolent objects; 23. Amount raised for American Bible 
Society. 

Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kewnepy, Secretary. 

C. K. Marshall, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, 
presented Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 7 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


The Sunday-school Committee beg leave to report that they 
have carefully considered the resolution signed by J. B. Streater 
and J. D. Cameron, “on the propriety of adopting a complete 
course of study for the pupils of our Sunday-schools,” and, in 
view of the ample provision for every age and class, which is 
deemed sufficient for the present, do not recommend its adoption. 

They have also considered the resolution signed by R. Pollard 
and T. W. Mason, on appropriating more or less of the proceeds 
of sales of Sunday-school books and papers, for cheapening and 
rendering them more efficient. Cannot at present recommend the 
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adoption of the same, but regard it as a matter for careful inves- 
tigation at a future and more propitious period. 
Respectfully submitted. C. K. MarsHatt, Chairman. 
P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. 


Also Report No. 8 of that committee, which was received and 
laid on the table, without reading, to be printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 8 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


The committee to whom were referred the memorials and other 
papers on the Sunday-school interests beg leave to report that 
they have carefully considered the matters submitted to them, 
and, after prayerful and sefious deliberation, have agreed upon 
and returned to your body several important changes, the adop- 
tion of which we have recommended, while others laid before us 
were deemed to have been amply provided for in the Discipline, 
and have so reported to your body. 

In closing our labors, we feel that it is due to the Sunday-school 
interests, and to the Church at large, that in our final report we 
should offer some views on matters of general moment to the. 
cause. 

Devoutly grateful to the great Head of the Church for the 
remarkable success hitherto attending our Sunday-school depart- 
ment of Christian instruction, we feel that we cannot pause for. 
one hour in the blessed work so eminently owned and honored by 
him. . 

Respecting the true value and growing importance of the insti- 
tution, we cannot better express our views than in the following 
eloquent and forcible language employed by our beloved Bishops 
in their address before this body. They said: 

“Our Sunday-school department has fully kept pace with the 
progress of the Church in every other direction, if it has not sur- 
passed it in all others. Its indispensable “connection with the 
Church growth in the present age hag been thoroughly demon- 
strated in the past four years. It has replenished our member- 
ship with its largest numbers and its best materials, and has 
assumed proportion prophetic of yet grander results. 

“The last General Conference settled, by law, a principle of 
prime importance when it defined the relation of Sunday-schools to 
the pastorate, by conferring upon it the right of nominating super- 
intendents, P 
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“Our Sunday-school literature has blossomed into great beauty 
and perfection, equal to the most advanced necessities of the 
cause, and ought, without exception, to be introduced into all our 
schools. Its new phase, happily inaugurated by Dr. Haygood, 
has been successfully developed and improved by Dr, Cunnyng- 
ham, both in matter and form. The adoption of uniform lessons, 
accompanied with our own interpretations, is at the same time 
an element of Protestant catholicity and denominational strength. 
The inculeation of our doctrinal views, by the constant use of' 
our catechisms, remains to complete our system of Sabbuth-school 
instruction. 

“Tt is of sufficient importance to justify a special enactment on 
the subject by the General Conference.” : 

Fully concurring with those views concerning the excellence 
of catechetical instruction from our own standard works, we 
respectfully urge the universal adoption and constant use of our 
own serial catechisms as the best extant. And while we fully 
approve of the use of the Uniform Lessons, we repeat the words 
of the Episcopal Address, that they should be accompanied with 
our own interpretations in all cases. 

Such has been the rapid and encouraging improvement in our 
Sabbath-school literature and standards of doctrinal exposition 
that we most heartily congratulate this General Conference, and 
the Sabbath-school workers at large, on the complete and 
unequaled appliances and facilities we now possess. The monthly 
Magazine has now attained an eminence that leaves nothing to be 
desired, save that, as Sunday-schools grow by the progress of 
scriptural knowledge and religious culture, the necessities and 
tastes of the current age may find its instructive columns still 
enriched with the freshest contributions of the consecrated minds 
and hearts of the friends of the young. 

And what we say of the Magazine may, to a considerable extent, 
be said of the other monthly publications. While we feel satis- 
fied that the able and efficient editor will not permit any of them 
to fall behind other and kindred papers, if they may not really 
excel them all, and if superseded in his editorial task, an event we 
should deplore, we trust that these publications—now so essen- 
tial to our Sunday-school interests—may continue to rise in the 
esteem and attachment of our Sunday-schools, and shed their 
refining and life-breathing influences over the hearts of their 
unborn successors for ages to come. 
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Such books, magazines, and papers, as now teem from the press, 
must lay the safe foundation for a solid and symmetrical growth of 
education and Christian improvement. The Sabbath-school does 
not aim at a scientific or commercial education, but the taste and 
desire of learning are cherished there, and the young man who 
attentively inquires into the import of the words, “The just shall 
live by faith,” will lose no opportunity of fanning the dust out 
of the problems of scientific and secular knowledge. 

For the study of God and his holy word possesses an inspiring 
and quickening power over the intellect unrivaled by any other 
motive. 

“The entrance of thy word giveth light,’”’ was uttered to reveal 
the illuminating power of divine truth over the affections, over 
the-conscience, over the understanding, over the will, over the 
fullness and completeness of the entire man. Hence, to the 
youth’s perplexed and solicitous inquiry, ““ Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way,” the answer comes, “ By taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.” It cleanses his way by 
cleansing his heart. It cleanses his intellect by expelling low and 
vulgar estimates of man, and woman, and life. It cleanses his 
way by sweeping from his path the dust, the smoke, the clouds, 
that must otherwise hold the true way in deep eclipse. It cleanses 
his way by giving power to surmount obstacles, and triumph in 
the hour of disaster, through the divine strength of the great 
Redeemer. 

In the light of God’s word we find a value set upon the indi- 


vidual child—the solitary Sunday-school pupil—for which the 


universe has neither a currency to match nor a power of enu- 
meration to state; and because of this, Christendom has awakened 
to the hitherto little appreciated magnitude of this institution, 
und its best men, like the wise men of the East, have seen its 
star, and are flocking to the lowly bed of its mighty attraction 
with gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, profoundly penetrated 
with the belief that the triumphs of the millennium are rocked in 
the cradle of the Sunday-school. Nor can the significance and 
blessedness of this Christ-teaching school be fully estimated or 
conceived. In moral grandeur it stands alone. In its power to 
command the tender care, loving sympathy, and Christian affection 
of the gentle, the wise, and the good, it has no competitor. 
Happily we may say it has well-nigh girdled the world. Itis 
the right-arm of our foreign missionaries. And through all the 
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gloomy dens of idolatry, superstition, and sin, the voice of Jesus 
is heard through the Sunday-school, calling the little children, as 
of old, to come unto him. 

Your returned messengers and missionaries from “around the 
world” have told you here that only in Christian lands are 
children honored, prized, and loved, especially female children. 
They have seen the infants of dark heathen countries sacrificed 
to the crocodiles, or given as a proy to the birds of the air. But 
in those heathen lands the teachings of the Sunday-schools are 
changing the whole type of civilization and religion, while the 
spectral horrors of pagan rites and superstitions are fleeing rap- 
idly before the rising star of the “Babe of Bethlehem.” 

Nor can we doubt that in coming years the divine Book and the 
divine Man, each being a counterpart of the other, and either 
inexplicable without the other, will more and more command the 
attention, daily solicitude, investigation, and study of the world. 
For the Holy Book can no more be exhausted than the fountains 
that feed the fires of the sun, and the Sunday-school pupil stands 
on the same plane. The least one of them, in his little frock, 
with his first lesson, is now, and ever will be, an unsolved mys- 
tery—a deep, unfathomed by the sounding-line of any created 
being. Nay, the loftiest conception of the imagination, in its 
efforts to measure the Supreme One, has not risen high enough to 
reach the majestic stature of that tiny soul. How blest and 
Christ-like the task of those who engage in the work of the sal- 
vation of such a rising generation! 

The work already accomplished is the glad and sure prophecy 
of future success. The great majority of Sunday-school pupils 
now stand in scriptural knowledge where parents and teachers 
of the last generation stood, and soon will attain to the place 
where their teachers now stand. Then the institution will unite 
adults with children, and parents, teachers, and pupils, studying 
together in the college of the Church, willrealizethe consummation 
of the labors and prayers of its countless friends. In order to 
succeed, we must make the children of the Church realize the 
fact that their welfare and salvation are the principal consideration 
with the followers of Christ. From their ranks the Church is to 
reap her grandest harvests, and consequently the ablest and most 
efficient instrumentality should be utilized in their Christian 
training. t 

But let parents take heed lest they commit the error of allow- 


186 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF —§ [May 22, 


ing the Sunday-school to take the place of home love, home care, 
and home culture. Nothing on earth is equal to the love of a true 
mother. Her influence must ever be held supreme. She can 
form the heart,and mold the character, as noone else can, And it 
will be a sad day for a mother when her precious children pass 
her by, and seek in preference the teaching, example, and prayers 
of strangers. ‘ 

Better have no Sunday-school than that parents should neglect 
the solemn obligations to train up their own children in the nurt- 
ure and admonition of the Lord. And yet there are many parents 
without spiritual solicitude, religious motives, or faith in God, 
and for their offspring we must care, and watch, and pray, and 
lead them to Christ. 

The Sunday-school aims to lay the foundation of a natural and 
rational development of the entire capabilities of the pupil. In 
no other way can the character be formed and maintained. The 
mind and heart must rise and grow and move together, like the 
normal movement of a locomotive along its normal twin rails. 
Enlighten the understanding, but refine and elevate the affections. 
Let intellect and sensibilities go hand in hand. God hath joined 
the psyche and the pneuma together, and the union should never 
be disregarded. Just now the enemies of the Church aim at the 
dissolution of this union. They are trying to adjust the powers 
of our dual natures so as to run, if possible, on our rail. Here, it 
may be, one class accepts the mere intelleet alone, while there 
another relies on the emotional functions alone. 

Men given to moral extravagances are deemed fanatics. But 
are they not as truly fanatics whose sole endeavor is to ignore 
the moral functions of our natures, and run the ear of manhood 
upon the single rail of rationalism? 

' Hence a vast portion of the clamor about education is purely 
fanatical. It simply means to store the memory, stimulate the 
mathematical faculties, and fill the mental grasp with appropriate 
wealth for the enrichment of the intellect alone. 

In the end the moral and spiritual functions, having been neg- 
lected, depressed, and despised, your half-educated pupil rises on 
the horizon of society—an intellectual Comanche, with a breech- 
loading endless repeater on his shoulder, regarding men as mere 
animals of godless origin, irresponsible life, and brutish destiny. 

The early impressions of truth, and the converting power of 
divine grace, have thus far proved a bulwark of defense to thou- 
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sands of our people, who learned to love the gospel in the Sunday- 
school, and who otherwise might have been ruined by such ill- 
directed efforts to cultivate the mind. 

This institution is a monument of divine beneficence. It has 
accomplished a work the most fervid imagination could not have 
anticipated. Indeed, it may be safely said that no improvement 
in the arts, no progress in the sciences, no discovery in the vast 
field of adventure, no invention in the realms of mechanism and 
philosophy, have been so remarkable, or have wrought half so 
great a change in the tone and tendencies of our age, the triumphs 
of truth, the elevation of the social relations, and the preserva- 
tion and improvement of the rising generation, as has the Sunday- 
school. 

It has brought childhood to the front. Childhood, that for ages 
seems to have been regarded as an impracticable and valueless 
thing, except for the mere errands and drudgeries, or the “scape- 
goat” of parental passion, on the one hand, or, on the other, as a 
rare and beautiful toy, to amuse or divert young parents, was in 
no signal manner regarded as possessing any great innate dignity 
or worth. Young children were in the way. Opulent. parents 
relegated them to the watchful care of teachers and nurses, often 
little superior to those fabled of Romulus ahd Remus, while the 
poorer classes sent their little ones to the streets and slums of 
idleness and mischief, or occasionally to some extemporized 
school-master, to whom the profound mystery of the “three sug- 
gestive R’s” had never been fully disclosed. 

But the idea that the child was to be taught the love of God, 
and grow up from tender years a Christian, and be a useful mem- 
ber of the Church, would have shocked the sense of propriety in 
all Christendom. 

The very clergy of the past, with rare exceptions, took but lit-’ 
tle notice of children. Cold, formal catechetical lessons were 
sometimes attended to,.but in the same spirit, and with no aim 
at higher results, as a rule, than when the multiplication-table and 
the history of the country were subjects of study. The heart 
of the modern Church has been renovated, and childhood has 
been taken into its embrace, its sympathies, and yearning love. 

While the old stilted style of preaching to those of ripe and 
advanced years alone has yielded, in some degree, to the demands 
of the “lambs of the flock” for their share of pulpit instructions, 
is not something more due to the children from the pulpit? Can 
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sermons be more profitably addressed to the old and compara- 
tively indifferent hearers of a large congregation? Must ninety 
per cent. of all pulpit teachings be such that the young can take 
little or no interest in them? We think Mr. Spurgeon eminently 
happy in a recent hint on the “star-high style” of many minis- 
ters when he said that “from a want of fitness in the food and 
the high places in which it was deposited, it would naturally be 
inferred that the preacher supposed when the Saviour said, ‘Feed 
my lambs,’ he meant ‘Feed my camelopards.’”” An evil of fearful 
significance. 

Hence sermons are too often regarded as fugitive songs, to be 
heard and forgotten, whose amen, at one and the same time, puts 


them under the lethean sod, and crystallized into a head-stone 


and an obituary. 

In this connection we congratulate our people on the inerease 
in the character and zeal of the great body of our Sunday-school 
teachers. This is a very marked feature of the times. We real- 
ize the purport of the prophecy that “kings shall become nursing 
fathers, and their queens nursing mothers,” in Zion. 

Men and women of the highest positions, social and official, as 
well as the thousands of our excellent young people, are con- 
stantly engaged in this great work, and regarded as the noblest 
in which they so engage. 

And yet it matters little who teaches, or what proficiency is 
made in the love of the Scriptures, if the primary object of teach- 
ing be lost sight of. 

The great aim is not mere catechetical instruction, however 
well in itself, but to lead childhood to Jesus—to fill their young 
hearts with the love of the Crucified One—to plant in their ten- 
der bosoms the seeds of God’s word, that may grow up to eternal 
‘life. It isa matter of small importance that a child should know 
who was the first man—who the oldest man—who was cradled on 
the wavelets of the Nile; but it may prove a matter of eternal 
moment to him for a teacher, without book or lesson, to pour into 
his tender and receptive soul the fragrance of the flower that 
sprung up at the foot of the bleeding cross. Let the Sunday- 
school unite with the pastors in lovingly leading the children, 
“the lambs of the flock,” to Jesus the great Shepherd, and the 
world will soon realize the change, as when the sun bursts from 
the dark and frozen sepulcher of December, and drags in its train 
the clustering bounties that give life to the world. 
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Your committee have been gratified that measures have been 
adopted for the increase of the efficiency of our Sunday-school 
system, by the arrangement for a committee to assist and sustain 
the editor of our Sunday-school literature, and to inaugurate 
measures for its wider dissemination. 

You have also suggested the importance of organizing mission- 
ary societies in all our schools, a measure fraught with the most 
excellent results, not merely, or perhaps chiefly, to the missions, 
but also to the formation of the character of the pupil, who will be 
early taught that it is more blessed to give than to receive, to do 
good than to receive good. Besides, you have urged upon parents 
and teachers the indispensableness of the attention of their chil- 
dren upon the services of the sanctuary. and the preaching of 
God’s word. Better that a child do not go to Sunday-school after 
he is ten years old than that he should, through the Sunday- 
school, be led to the neglect of the public services and worship of 
God. 

May this General Conference date a new departure in the 
onward movement of this precious institution! Let the Sunday- 
school workers, parents and pupils, take fresh courage, and resolve 
upon still greater achievements. The world is before them. 
Millions of children remain to be gathered into Sunday-schools, 
and taught the unknown wonders of the Redeemer’s cross. 


Foreign lands, 
Where every prospect pleases, 


And only man is vile, 
call with Macedonian persuasiveness to the young children of 
our Church to help them; and the call will be responded to, and 
pagan, heathen, and Mohammedan empires be made glad for the 
coming of the Sunday-school evangel. 

Then the music of the Sabbath-bells, on all the hills and plains, » 
through all the hamlets and cities, over all the rivers and seas of 
distant lands, shall chime melodiously with the music of millions 
of pattering little feet hurrying joyfully to the meeting of the 
Sunday-school, and thus help in pushing the victories of the cross 


around the world, 
Till all our ransomed nature, 
The Lamb for sinners slain, 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 
In bliss returns to reign. 


C. K. MarsHattz, Chairman. 
P. GaLLacuER, Secretary. 
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R, A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented 
Report No. 17 of that committee, which was read, and laid on 
the table to be printed. 

Bishop Pierce presented Report No. 3 of the Committee on 
Appeals, which was read, as follows: ‘ 


REPORT NO. 3 ON APPEALS. 
ATLANTA, Ga., May 21, 1878. 
Appeal of Samuel J. Catlin, elder, Denver Conference, sus- 
pended. Decision of the Denver Conference reversed. 
G. F. Prerce, President. 
A. G. Hayeoop, Secretary. 


A. M. Shipp, chairman of the Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
respondence, presented Reports Nos. 2 and 3 of that committee, 
which were read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence beg leave to report 
the following letter in response to the Address of the British 
Conference, viz.: 

To the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of Great Britain, 

-Dear Fatuers AND BretTHREN:—Your Address to the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has given 
us great satisfaction. We rejoice in the knowledge of the con- 
stantly growing numbers in both the ministry and membership 
of your Societies; of your enlarged views and liberal plans for the 
education of your people, and the training of an earnest and 
enlightened ministry for home and foreign spheres of lahor; of 
your continued zeal and activity in the great cause of missions, 
and in all enterprises for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom in 
the world; and particularly of the good success that has followed 
all your labors. Thanks be unto God, who maketh manifest the 
savor of his knowledge by you in every place! For this cause do 
we joy and rejoice with you. i 

The Christian courtesy and kindness shown by you to the late 
Bishop Marvin and the Rev. EH. R. Hendrix, our aceredited repre- 
sentatives to your Conference, deeply affected their own minds, 
and find grateful recognition by our General Conference, which 
represents a total membership of about seven hundred and sev- . 
enty-five thousand souls. Of our own affairs, we need not now 
write particularly, since our representatives were so recently 
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enabled to give you full and detailed information. We hold with 
you the same standards of doctrinal truths; we are engaged with 
you in the like efforts to bring our fellow-men into saving contact 
with the truth as it is in Jesus; and we share with you the same 
solicitude of mind to guard our people against the insidious 
approaches of a cunning infidelity and a dangerous sacerdotal- 
ism. We have diligently studied all your plans of operation, and 
caught inspiration from your examples, especially in the import- 
ant departments of educational and missionary enterprise. Our 
schools, and colleges, and universities, are well distributed through 
our entire territory, and are meeting in good degree the wants of' 
our people. The subject of higher education is at this time 
receiving special attention at our hands, and institutions modeled 
after yours, for securing and perpetuating to our Church an 
enlightened and earnest ministry, are coming into successful use 
among us. Already from such institutions have gone forth the 
young and zealous missionary to toil in the distant field of China, 
in Brazil, in Mexico, among the Germans in Texas, and the native 
Indians of the West. A delegate from China represents in this 
General Conference the interests of that far-off land. - 

Our General Conference, at its present session, has taken the 
necessary steps tg a due celebration of the centennial of the 
organization of our Church in America, in December, 1884, and 
has also adopted preliminayy measures to secure the assembling 
of an Ecumenical Council of Methodism, in which, it is hoped, all 
branches of the great Methodist family will seek representation, 
and from which it is confidently expected that the greatest good 
will result to every part of the general Connection. 

We most cordially reciprocate the fraternal greetings of your 
Address, and hereby express the great satisfaction and joy it will 
always give us, at future sessions of our General Conference, to 
interchange communications with you, by representatives or 
otherwise, as may be most convenient for you. We can never for- 
get the almost dying-words of Mr. Wesley, longing for such fra- 
ternal interchanges, and enforcing the perpetual spiritual unity 

of Methodism. “We want some of you,” said he to Hzckiel 
Cooper, February 1, 1791, “to give us a connected relation of 
what our Lord has been doing in America from the time that 
Richard Boardman accepted the invitation and left his country to 
nerve you. Sce that you never give place to one thought of 
separating from your brethren in Europe. Lose no opportunity 
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of declaring to all men that the Methodists are one people in all 
. the world, and that it is their full determination so to continue, 


Though mountains rise and oceans roll 
To sever us in vain.” E 


Now, may the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for- 
ever. Amen! A. M. Surpr, Chairman. 


REPORT NO. 3 ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


The committee recommended for adoption by the Conference 
the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops be authorized and request- 
ed to appoint a delegation, consisting of one minister and one 
layman, to bear the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, to the Methodist Church of Canada. 

: A. M. Suipp, Chairman. 


P. Whitehead, chairman of the Committee on the Ecumenical 
Conference, stated that the committee had acgomplished all its 
duties, and asked to be discharged. The request was granted. 

A. G. Stitt, lay delegate from Kentucky Conference, asked and 
obtained leave of absence on account of official duties. 

The unfinished business of yesterday—being the action on Re- 
port No. 5 on Publishing Interests, including the motion of W. 
W. Duncan, to amend by striking out the last clause of item 5, 
respecting some of the causes of losses and depreciation of the 
Publishing House—was resumed. 

W. W. Duncan was allowed to withdraw his amendment. 

The question being on the adoption of the report as a whole, A. 
H. Redford addressed the Chair. b 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, A. H. Redford was allowed to 
speak without regard to the rule of limitation as to time. 

Pending his speech, the order of the day arrived, being the 
reception of Fraternal Messengers from the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

A. H. Colquitt, chairman of the Committee on Introductions, 
presented the Rev. W. J. Gaines and the Rev. W. D. Johnson to 
the Chair (Bishop McTyeire), who introduced them to his col- 
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leagues of the Episcopal College, and then to the Conference, 
which received the Fraternal Messengers standing. 
The following telegraphic message from Bishop Campbell was 


presented and read, viz.: 
“PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 15, 1878. 


“To Rev. W. J. Gaines, 14 Collins street: 

“Youand W. D. Johnson are appointed by the Bishops to attend 
the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South, in session at 
Atlanta. Inform Johnson. Will send letter of instructions. 

J. P. CAMPBELL.” 

The Chair then presented the Rev. W. J. Gaines, who delivered 
an cloquent address, and was followed by his colleague, the Rev. W. 
D. Johnson, in a similar vein of enthusiastic fraternal sentiment. 
The speeches were frequently interrupted by hearty responses. 

The Conference then arose spontaneously, and sung, 


When that illustrious day shall rise, ete. 


The Chair (Bishop McTyeire) then addressed the Fraternal 
Messengers in his happiest style, expressing the heartiest con- 
gratulations on the kindly relations: subsisting between the two 
Connections. The Bishop made a pleasant allusion to the Col- 
ored M. E. Church in America, and expressed an earnest desire 
for the unification of all the colored Methodist organizations. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and bene- 
diction by the Bishop, to meet this afternoon at 3:30 o’clock. 


Wednesday Afternoon, May 22, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the chair. 

E. A. Yates conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Bishop Keener took the chair. 

The Chair called up the question on which the Conference 
adjourned this morning. 

A. H. Redford, having the floor, spoke at length on his relation 
to the Publishing House. 

J. B. McFerrin followed in some explanatory remarks. 

W. H. Potter moved to amend the third item in the section on 
relief by adding after the first sentence these words: “After the 
settlement with the Agent of the Publishing House by the Book 
Committee, herein provided for, has been made, and after the 
sale of all the property of the Publishing House, except the copy- 

13 
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rights and stereotype-plates, has been effected, and the proceeds 
paid to the creditors, as herein provided for, and the remainder 
of the debt of the Publishing House definitely ascertained, and 
not before, and then the appeal be continually made until the 
whole debt is paid.” 

On motion of W. L. Nugent, the amendment was laid onthe table. 

D. G. Godwin called for the previous question—the call was 
sustained—the question was put, and Report No. 5 of the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests was adopted. 

The time was extended to allow J. B. McFerrin to make an 
explanation, and the Secretary to present the following commu- 
nication from the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly, in session at Knoxville: 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY. ? 
KnoxvitiE4, May 21, 1878. 


To the Secretary of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in session at Atlanta: 
It becomes my pleasing duty to transmit, through you, to the 

Conference of which you are an officer, the following resolution, 

which was unanimously adopted by the General Assembly: 
“Resolved, That this General Assembly acknowledge the recep- 

tion of the Christian salutations of the General Conference of the 

M. E. Church, South, now in session at Atlanta, Ga., and, through 

our Stated Clerk, send to them the greeting, Love, and good 

wishes for harmony in their sessions, and prosperity in all their 

Church enterprises.” 

Attest: Josrpa R. WILson, 
Stated Clerk of Gen. Assembly of Presbyterian Ohurch in U. S. 


[We insert the following response of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Assembly, though it was not received by the Secretary till 
after the General Conference had closed its session :] 

Lypanon, May 23, 1878. 
Rev. Thos. O. Summers, D.D., Secretary General Conference, ete., Atlanta, Ga. 

Dear Sir anv BroruER:—The General Assembly of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church, in session at this place, to-day 
adopted unanimously the report of the Committee on Correspond- 
ence, of which the following is an extract, viz.: 


“To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South, now in session in . 
Atlanta, Ga., greeting: 


“The General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 


Se 
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in session at Lebanon, Tenn., hereby acknowledges the receipt of 
your fraternal salutation; and we heartily reciprocate your expres- 
sions of Christian love, praying that the Divine Spirit may ren- 
der effective what you have already done, in the name of our 
common Master, and that henceforth he may guide you in all 
your work,” ‘ 

A true copy: Joun Frizzeu, Stated Clerk. 


Conference adjourned with the doxology, and benediction by 
the Bishop. : 
Thursday Morning, May 23, 1878. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

B. H. Spencer conducted divine service. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

W. W. Jones and others moved that 10 o’élock this morning be 
the order of the day to elect General Conference officers. This 
motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of J. C. GC. Winch, the election of General Confer- 
ence officers was made the order of the day for this afternoon at 
3:30 o’clock. 

J. H. Brunner was granted leave of absence, he having been 
ealled to perform the obsequies of the late Rey. C. Long, who died 
at Athens, Tenn., May 22. 

Leave of absence was granted to P. A. Mitchell, on account of 
the illness of his wife. 

On motion of John Hogan, speeches hereafter are to be limited 
to five minutes, unless the time be extended by a vote of the Con- 
ference. 

Report No. 3 on Boundaries was taken up. 

N. H. Lee moved to amend the first item by adding the words, 
“except the town of Jeffersonville.” 

On motion of F. M. Kennedy, the item and amendment were 
laid on the table. 

The item is as follows: 

Your committee, to whom was referred the memorial from the 
Illinois Annual Conference, and the memorial from the Gosport 
District Conference, Illinois Annual Conference, have had them 
under careful consideration, and recommend the formation of an 
Indiana Annual Conference, which shall embrace the State of 
Indiana. 
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The report, as amended, is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 3 ON BOUNDARIES. 


We recommend that Otter Creek appointment, in the Blue Sul- 
phur Circuit, Baltimore Conference, be transferred to the Western 
Virginia Conference, and that the following be inserted in the 
Discipline on page 308, after Lewisburg District: “except Otter 
Creek appointinent.”’ 

The resolution signed by P. A. Mitchell and Frank Richardson, 
concerning the boundary line of the Holston Conference, has 
been considered, and we recommend the striking out of the Dis- 
cipline, on page 310, “thence north with said State line to Island 
Creek, and with said Creek and the Tennessee River to the State 
line of Tennessee,” and inserting, “thence with said State line to 
where the Alabama State line crosses the Tennessee River.” 


W.S. Bruacx, Chairman. 
S. X. Haut, Secretary. 


The following resolution was then presented, read, and adopted: 

Whereas, That portion of the Illinois Conference now included 
in the State of Indiana has greatly prospered, and is constantly 
enlarging, having increased in four years from 280 to 1,260 mem- 
bers; therefore, 

Readtied: That the iNinois Conference be, and they are hereby, 
authorized by a vote of the majority of the members, and with 
the consent of the Bishop presiding, to divide within the next 
four years, so as to form that portion now in Indiana into a sepa- 
rate Conference, to be called the Indiana Conference of the M. E. 
Church, South. CoLin Murcuison, 

B. R. Hester. 

Report No. 2 on Missions was called up, read, and adopted, as 
follows: 

REPORT NO. 2 ON MISSIONS. 

The Committee on Missions direct me to.report favorably on 
the memorial from the West Texas Conference, in relation to 
erecting the Mexican Border Mission District into a separate 
Annual Conference, and to submit for your consideration and 
action the accompanying resolution, touching the subject-matter 
referred to in.said memorial: 

Resolved, by the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South, 
assembled at Atlanta, That the Bishops, in conjunction with the 
Board of Foreign Missions, be, and they are hereby, authorized 
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and empowered to organize and erect the Mexican Border Dis- 
trict, now belonging to the West Texas Conference, into a sepa- 
rate Annual Conference, to be called the Rio Grande Mexican 
Mission Conference, when, in their discretion, the same can be 
done with advantage to the Church and the parties immediately 
to be affected. D. C. Kenuey, Chairman. 

Atlanta, May 7, 1878. 

Report No. 2 on Finance, with the Minority Report, was called 
up. ; 

A motion was made to adopt the Majority Report. 

T.M. Finney moved as a substitute the Minority Report, which 
was adopted. 

The reports are as follows: 


REPORT NO. 2 ON FINANCE. 

Your committee have had under consideration the resolution 
of Hannibal District Conference, within the bounds of the Mis- 
souri Conference, and other memorials and resolutions on the 
same subject, asking the passage of a law that shall be uniform 
in its action throughout all the Churches, and that shall impose 
an obligation upon each member of every particular charge to 
contribute to the support of the ministry, and thereby settle the 
‘method of raising funds for the support of the preachers in the 
itinerancy, and have directed me to report that, by a large major- 
ity, the committee recommend non-concurrence in the matter of 
said resolutions, ete., as they are of the opinion that Chap. IX., 
Sec. 1, items 1, 2, 3, and 4, on pages 155, 156, of the Discipline, “on 
the support of preachers on circuits and stations,” if properly 
carried into effect, contains all the disciplinary provisions on the 
subject which are necessary or judicious. 

Rosert A. Youne, Chairman. 
J.C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 2 ON FINANCE. 


On the memorial of the Hannibal District Conference, referred 
to the Committce on Finance, requesting that a method of raising 
money for the support of the preachers on circuits and stations 
shall be more clearly defined and settled, and which shall be made 
uniform throughout all the Churches, the undersigned, a minor- 
ity of the committee, repert concurrence with the memorial, and 
recommend changes in the Discipline in order thereto, as follows: 

In Chap. IV., Sec. 1, item 3, page 155, second line from the bot- 
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tom of page, substitute “may” for “shall,” and add to the whole 
item the following words: “Unless otherwise ordered by the 
Church Conference, the stewards shall adopt the plan of assess- 
ment with consent, as provided in item next following,” so that 
the whole item shall read as follows: “3. The stewards shall 
report to each Church-meeting the whole amount to be raised, 
and that part of it which each congregation is expected to pay. 
The Church Conference may adopt its own method of raising the 
money. Unless otherwise ordered by the Church Conference, the 
stewards shall adopt the plan of assessment with consent, as pro 
vided in item next following.” 


T. M. Finney, Tu. BRANCH, 
J. F. Mrepuzy, Joun B. Fant, 
J. W. Gavt, T. M. MERIWETHER, 
Rogpert Basineton, D. THomas, 
J. J. Roperrs. 


Report No. 3 on Finance was taken up and read. 

A. P. Warterfield and H. A. C. Walker mores the following 
amendment, which was not adopted: 

Item 2. The apportionment for the salary of the Presiding 
Elder shall in all cases be collected by the circuit or station stew- 
ards, separately from that of the pastor, and in no case shall he 
divide with the pastor. 

The report was adopted, as follows: 

REPORT NO. 38 ON FINANCE. 

Your Committee on Finance have considered a resolution signed 
by A. P. Warterfield and H. A. C. Walker, referred to them by 
this Conference, on “support of Presiding Elders,’ and “on mode 
of collecting Presiding Elders’ salaries,’ proposing to amend 
Chap. IX., See: 2; item 2, of the Discipline, and have unanimously 
recommended a report of non-concurrence in said resolution. 


R. A, Youne; Chairman. 
J.C. C. Winon, Secretary. 


Sam Hawkins, reserve lay delegate from Memphis Conference, 
takes the place of A. R. Boone. 
Report No. 7 on Finance, with the Minority Report, was taken 
up—both reports were read, as follows: 
REPORT NO. 7 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee have considered a resolution signed 
by J. B. MeGehee, T. M. Meriwether, J. M. Matthews, and R. W 
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Lovitt, respecting the too prevalent practice of raising money for 
Church purposes by fairs, festivals, excursions, suppers, theatrical 
performances, etc., and have directed a report that the subject- 
matter of said resolution has been fully met by the Pastoral 
Address of the Bishops, and by the Discipline, and they there- 
fore respectfully ask that they be discharged from farther con- 
sideration of the same. _ R.A. Youne, Chairman. 
J.C. CO. Wincu, Secretary. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 7 ON FINANCE. 


A minority of your Committee on Finance, being unable to 
agree with the Report of the Majority of said committee, as regards 
the matters contained in said report, beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing: 

1. No one can appreciate more highly than we do the salutary 
recommendations contained inthe Pastoral Addressof our revered 
Bishops, but we submit that the matters therein contained are in 
no wise, and can in no wise become, the law of the Church, except 
by legislative action thereon by this General Conference. 

2. We are not aware of any part of our Discipline which speaks 
either deprecatingly or approvingly, with authority, on these sub- 
jects, or on kindred evils now affecting those important questions 
in the Churches. 

And in view of these facts, we respectfully recommend the 
passage by the Conference of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference, it is 
inexpedient and impolitic that money for Church purposes should 
be raised by fairs, festivals, excursions, suppers, theatrical per- 
formances, drawings, lotteries, or by chance, in any manner what- » 
soever. Joun S. GAUNT, 

J.C. C. Wincu. 

J. CaC. Winch moved to substitute the Minority Report. 

E. Hamil moved to lay the substitute on the table—this motion 
did not prevail—yeas 93, nays 93. 

On motion of J. 8S. Martin, the substitute was indefinitely ae 
poned. 

The adoption of the Majority Report was moved. 

P. A. Peterson moved the following substitute for the report— 
a motion to lay it on the table did not prevail: 

Resolved, That our pastors are expected and directed to use 
their influence and authority to discourage all doubtful methods 
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of receiving money for Church purposes, and that we exhort our 
people to abstain from all practices in this connection which can- 
not be pursued in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

T. M. Meriwether called for the previous question—the call was 
sustained—the question was put and the substitute of P. A. 
Peterson was adopted. 

Report No. 8 on Finance was taken up, read, and adopted, as 


follows: 
REPORT NO. 8 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
of D. H. Conally and R. W. Thompson, making a change in Chap- 
ter [X., Section 5, paragraph 2,-page 161, of the Discipline, fourth 
line from top of page, by inserting after the word chairman the 
word “treasurer,” so that it shall hereafter read, “they shall 
elect their own chairman, treasurer, and secretary,’ etc., having 
duly considered the same, have directed me to report that they 
recommend that this Conference do concur therewith. 

R. A. Youna, Chairman. 

J. C. C. Wincu, Secretary. 

Report No. 2 on Education was taken up, read, and adopted, as 
follows: 

REPORT NO. 2 ON EDUCATION. 

Your committee, to whom was referred a paper signed by W. 
H. N. Magruder and J. J. Wheat, in regard to certain duties of 
preachers in charge of circuits, stations, and missions, recom- 
mend the insertion of the following paragraph in the Discipline, 
as Answer 16, Section 4, page 78: 

16. To urge upon parents the importance of educating their 
children, advising them to patronize, as far as practicable, those 
institutions of learning under the care of our Church. 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

Report No. 1 on Education was taken up and read. ® 

BH. H. Wiley moved to recommit the report—a motion to lay 
that motion on the table did not prevail. 

The report was recommitted, on motion of W. Murrah, with 
instructions to the committee to cancel every thing in the report 
of a political character, and to report at their earliest conveni- 
ence. 

Report No. 4 on Revisal, laid on the table May 9, acted on in 
part May 14, was taken up and adopted as a whole—except items 
3, 4, which were not adopted. (See pages 271-273.) 
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Report No. 6 on Revisal was taken up. 

Item 1 was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read. 

Paul Whitehead moved an amendment, which was adopted, as 
follows: 

“That Chapter VI., Section 5, Answer to Question 1, page 141, 
be amended by striking out all after ‘defense,’ and inserting, 
‘and in case of trial before a committee, he shall be allowed a 
peremptory challenge of two in a committee of five, and in like 
ratio for any other number, besides unlimited right of challenge 
for cause, of the validity of which cause the presiding officer in 
the trial shall be the judge.’ ” 

Item 3 was read and adopted.  ~ 

Item 4 was read. 

N. H. Lee moved to amend by substituting “take with him” 
for “appoint’”—the amendment prevailed. The item was 
adopted. 

Items 5, 6, 7, 8, were read and adopted. 

The report as a whole was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 6 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present as their report 
No. 6, that they have patiently and thoughtfully examined sundry 
papers on the subject of Church-trials, referred to them, and with- 
out specifically mentioning their concurrence or non-concur- 
rence with the suggestions of the several memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions, had under consideration, they respectfully recom- 
mend, as the result of their deliberations, the following changes 
in the book of Discipline, to wit: 

1. Strike out all of Answer 1, Question 2, Section 4, Chapter 
VL, pages 135, 136, of the Discipline, and insert in place thereof 
the following: 

“When a local preacher is under report of immorality, in the 
absence of a bill of charges, signed by a member of our Church, 
the preacher in charge shall appoint a4 committee of three mem- 
bers of the Church—local preachers if they can be had—to inves- 
tigate the report; and if they judge a trial necessary, they shall 
see that a bill of charges and specifications be drawn in proper 
form, and shall select a member of the Church to prosecute the 
case before the ensuing Quarterly Conference: provided, a copy of 
the charges and specifications be delivered to the accused a suffi- 
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cient length of time before the trial, to enable him to make all 
necessary preparations for his defense.” 

2. On page 140 of Discipline, so change second paragraph of. 
Answer 1, Question 1, Section 5, Chapter VL., that it shall read: 

“When a member of the Church is under report of immorality, 
in the absence of a bill of charges, signed by a member of our 
Church, the preacher in charge shall appoint a committee of three 
discreet members, who shall investigate the report; and if they 
judge a trial necessary, they shall prepare a bill of charges and 
specifications, and appoint a member of the Church to prosecute 
the case.” 

3. Substitute last paragraph of Answer 1 of same question, on 
page 142, with the following: 

“Tf, after sufficient notice, the accused evade trial by absenting 
himself, let the trial proceed as though he were present. Wit- 
nesses from without shall not be rejected.” 

4, Amend Answer 2 to Question 1, Seetion 5, Chapter VI., page 
143, by striking out the words “proper humiliation,’ and insert- 
ing “promise of amendment,” so that the sentence shall read, 
“and if there be an acknowledgment of the fault and promise of 
amendment, the person may be borne with.” Then, strike out all 
of the same answer, from the words “borne with,” and insert the 
following: “Otherwise, the preacher shall take with him two or 
three faithful friends, who shall labor to bring the offender to 
proper repentance; but if he will not hear them, and there be no 
sign of amendment, the offender must be dealt with as in case of 
immorality.” 

5. On page 143, from last clause of third answer, strike out the 
words “expelled from the Church,” and insert in their place, 
“dealt with as in case of immorality,’ so that it shall read, “and 
if he persist in such pernicious practices, he shall be dealt with as 
in case of immorality.” 

6. On page 145, from last clause of Answer-2, Question 2, same 
chapter, strike out “excluded from the Church,” and insert 
instead, “dealt with as in case of immorality,” so that the clause 
shall read, “and any person refusing to abide by such judgment 
shall be dealt with as in case of immorality.’ 

7. From the eighth line of Answer 3, Question 2, same chap- 
ter, page 145, strike out the word “expelled,” and insert instead, 
“dealt with as in case of immorality,’ so that the clause shall 
read, “he shall be dealt with as in case of immorality, unless the 
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case be of such a nature as to Yequire and justify a process at 
law.” 

From first part of next paragraph of same answer, on same 
page, strike out all to the word “signify,” and insert the follow- 
ing: “In all cases of suspension or expulsion, the aceused shall 
have the right of appeal to the ensuing Quarterly Conference,” 
so that it shall read thus: “In all cases of suspension or expul- 
sion, the accused shall have the right of appeal to the ensuing 
Quasteriy Conference: provided, he signify to the pastor his inten- 
tion to appeal at the time of his condemnation, or at any time 
thereafter when officially informed thereof.” 

Respectfully submitted. J. KE. Evans, Chairman, 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Report No. 1 on Education, which was recommitted this morn- 
ing, as amended by the committee, was presented by W. W. Dun- 
can, of the Committee on Education, and was read and adopted, 
as follows: 

REPORT NO. 1 ON EDUCATION. 

Your committee, to whom was referred a paper relating to the 
education of the colored people, have duly considered the same, 
and respectfully submit the following report: 

The education of the colored people we recognize as a great 
religious duty, therefore we rejoice in the fact that considerable 
progress has been made in providing the means of education for 
the colored race in the Southern States. We recommend our 
people everywhere to encourage, by all means in their power, 
the mental and moral culture of the millions of colored persons 
in their midst. 

The guiding hand and transforming spirit of the Church must 
be felt in the work of education. From the date of its organiza- 


tion to the present hour, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 


has been thoroughly alive to the moral and religious welfare of 
the African race. It is not claiming too much when we affirm 
that for whatever is praiseworthy in their conduct during the 
trying ordeal through which they have passed, for whatever is 
gratifying in their present condition, and for whatever is hopeful 
in the prospect of their future, the colored people of the Southern 
States are more indebted to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, than to any other agency. The changes of the past have 
wrought no change in the heart of the Church; it is still ready 
to work for the salvation of this people to the full measure of its 
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ability and opportunity. We therefore deem it proper to give 
this expression of our interest in their behalf, and respectfully 
submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the education of the colored people of the South 
is demanded alike by Christian duty and enlightened benevo- 
lence. ; 

Resolved, That in all efforts that may be made by the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America to establish educational 
institutions for the moral and religious training of the colored 
race, we bespeak the cordial sympathy and practical aid of our 
people. 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 


A. M. Shipp, chairman of the Committee on Fraternal Corre- 
spondence, presented Reports Nos. 4 and 5 of that committee, 
which were read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence beg leave to report 
for adoption the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops be authorized to appoint 
a delegation of two to convey, in person or by letter, the frater- 
nal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, and to the Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal Church, at the next sessions of their 
General Conferences. A. M. Surrp, Chairman. 


REPORT NO. 5 ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence beg leave to report 
for adoption the following resolution, viz.: 
' Resolved, That the second Wednesday of the session of the 
General Conference, to be held in the city of , in May, 
1882, is suggested as the day for the reception of Fraternal 
Delegations, and that the evening of that day, and such other 
evenings as the Conference may order, shall be set apart for list- 
ening to addresses from delegations; and that all bodies in corre- 
spondence with us be fully advertised, in our letters and by our 
visiting delegates, of the day ordered by this body for the recep- 
tion of Fraternal Delegates, their letters, and their words of 
greeting. A. M. Supp, Chairman. 


Report No. 7 on Revisal was taken up and read, as follows: 
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REPORT NO. 7 ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have 
had under consideration that clause of the Bishops’ Address relat- 
ing to popular amusements, signed by J. B. McGehee and N. W. 
Dozier, asking that a prominent place in our book of Discipline 
be given to the specific rule on dancing, theater-going, ete., and 
a resolution on the same subject, signed by A. T. Winsor and J. 
F. Rucker, with the subject-matter of which they recommend 
concurrence, by amending Ans. 2, Sec. 5, Chap. VI., page 142, 
of the Discipline, so as to read: “But in case of neglect of duties 
of any kind, improper conduct, such as dancing, attending or 
encouraging dancing-parties or dancing-schools, attending thea- 
ters, circuses, and horse-races, card-playing, or any other amuse- 
ment which cannot be used in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

Respectfully submitted. - J. EH. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Sccretary. 

S. Rodgers moved to amend by inserting the word “non” before 
the word “concurrence.” 

After considerable discussion, J. S. Martin called for the previ- 
ous question—the call was sustained—the question was put, and 
the amendment was adopted—yeas, 137; nays, 81. 

Leave of absence was granted to J. D. Shaw, clerical delegate 
from North-west Texas Conference, and C. E. Brown, reserve, 
takes his place. : 

On motion of E. E. Wiley, the time was extended to give the 
Fraternal Messengers the opportunity to take leave of the Con- 
ference. 

The Rev. Dr. Douglass, Fraternal Messenger from the Canada 
Connection, was brought forward, and made an affecting parting 
address to the Conference, closing with the expression of ‘a request 
that two Fraternal Messengers may be sent by the Conference to 
the next session of the Canada General Conference, which is to 
meet in Montreal next September. He pleasantly intimated that 
Bishop Pierce and Governor Colquitt would receive a most cor- 
dial welcome. 

The Fraternal Messengers of the African M. E. Church followed 
in earnest words of parting salutation. 

Dr. Douglass then arose and extended a cordial invitation to all 
the members of the Conference to visit the Canada General Con- 
ference, and in particular the Secretary of this body. 

The occasion was one of great interest. 
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The Chair then announced the following as the Committee of 
Nine on Nomination of the Book Committee: N. H. Lee, J. RB. 
Goodwin, John A. Ellis, W. B. Parsons, J. P. Kelly, J. M. Steel, 
Geo. M. Baine, Wm. Burr, W. P. Barton. 

An invitation to the local preachers of the M. E. Church, South, 
to attend the Annual Convention of the National Association of 
Methodist Local Preachers, to be held in Louisville, Ky., begin- 
ning October 19, 1878, was received, read, and ordered to be 
printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop, 
to meet this afternoon at 3:15 o’clock. 


Thursday Afternoon, May 23, 1878. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Paine in the 
chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by C. W. Carter. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

W.C. Johnson, clerical reserve delegate from the Memphis Con- 
ference, took the place of 8. W. Moore, who had left. 

The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the General Conference authorize the patron- 
izing Conferences to elect the editors of their respective Church 
papers, and report the editors thus elected to this General Confer- 
ence. 

Resolved, That the above does not apply to the Nashville Chris- 
tian Advocate, whose editor shall be elected by the direct vote of 
the General Conference. 

J, QO. A, CLARK, Joun Hogan, 
J.S. Key, ‘$. ReeEsteEr, 
N.H. D. Witson, 8. S. Roszeut. 


The following item, presented as an addition to the regulations 
adopted for the government of the Publishing House, asa part of 
Report No. 5 on Publishing Interests, was adopted—a motion to 
lay it. on the table not provailing: 

“The said Agent, by and with the consent of the Book Com- 
mittee, may employ a Publisher and Business Manager, whose 
duty it shall be to superintend and manage the Publishing and . 
Business Department of said Publishing House, under the con- 
trol and direction of said Agent and Committee.” 
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The Conference then proceeded to ballot for a Book Agent. 

J. 8. Martin, J. W. Heidt, 8S. S. Bryant, and W. L. OC. Hunni- 
cutt, were appointed tellers. 

The first balloting resulted as follows: A. H. Redford 23, J. W. 
Burke 27, L. D. Dameron 26, H. F. Johnson 9, R. W. Blew 5, J. 
Hardeman 2, J. B. McFerrin 82, L. D. Palmer 11, N. H. D. Wil- 
son 2, T. M. Finney 3, R. A. Young 12, J. B. Wilson 5, T. O. Sum- 
mers, J. W. Rush, L. 8. Burkhead, G. M. Bain, O. R. Blue, J. W. 
Gaut, Blank, D. Morton, A. G. Haygood, H. J. Adams, J. C. Mar- 
tin, R. K. Hargrove, C. G. Montgomery, W. M. Rush, W. F. Korne- 
gay, Thos. Branch, R. J. Harp, T. G. Whitten, one each. The 
whole number of votes cast was 226. No election. 

At the close of the vote, R. A. Young arose and said: “Iam not 
a merchant—I am not a publisher—I am not a capitalist; and, 
therefore, I hope no more votes will be cast for me on the next 
ballot. I should decline if elected.” 

A. H. Redford, L. D. Dameron, and several others, who had 
been voted for, begged that their names might be withdrawn. 

The second ballot resulted as follows: J. B. McFerrin 140, H. 
Ff. Johnson 18, L. D. Dameron 8, A. G. Haygood 3, R. W. Blew 2, 
8. Black 3, I. G. John 2, J. S. McCarver 2, L. D. Palmer 15, M. G. 
Veal 2, J. B. Wilson 3, J. W. Burke 2, W. C. MeMillan, T. J. 
Magruder, T. F. Vanmeter, J. W. Gaut, J. Leach, A. M. Shipp, A. 
H. Redford, Johnson, Black, H. S. Johnson, Branch, Rodgers, 
D. Morton, Hargrove, one each. There were 214 votes cast. J. 
B. McFerrin, having received a majority, was declared Book 
Agent. 

Conference then proceeded to vote for Editor of the Nashville 
Christian Advocate. 

The Chair stated that as some spoke of voting for Thomas O. 
Summers, the present editor, the Chair was authorized to say that 
he could not accept the office, and votes ought not to be thrown 
away on his name. 

The ballot resulted as follows: There were 222 votes cast, of 
which J. W. Hinton received 26, T.O. Summers 11, O. P. Fitz- 
gerald 61, L. Parker 30, H. A. M. Henderson 3, R. K. Hargrove 9, 
OC. W. Miller 31, A.G. Haygood 14, A. W. Wilson 13, D. R. Me- 
Anally 6, J. M. Boland 2, W. C. Johnson 5, J. J. Lafferty, T. M. 
Finney, A. R. Winfield, W. H. Potter, W. G. Connor, R. N. Price, 
J. D. Barbee, I. G. John, F. M. Kennedy, one each. No elec- 
tion. : 
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The names of D. R. McAnally, H. A. M. Henderson, and L. 
Parker, were withdrawn. 

The second ballot resulted as follows: There were 220 votes 
cast, of which O. P. Fitzgerald received 115, R. K. Hargrove 6, 
W.L. GC. Hunnicutt 2, L. Parker 9, C. W. Miller 43, A. W. Wilson 6, 
J. W. Hinton 31, T. A. S. Adams 2, T. O. Summers 2, A. G. Hay- 
good 8, A. R. Winfield, W. F. Cook, 8. Black, J. Bareroft, A. H. 
Redford, one each. 

O. P. Fitzgerald, having received a majority of the votes cast, 
was pronounced duly elected Editor of the Nashville Christian Ad- 
vocate. f 

On motion of D. C. Kelley, Thomas O. Summers was elected 
Kditor of Books by acclamation. 

On motion of T. J. Magruder, W. G. E. Cunnyngham was 
elected Sunday-school Editor by acclamation. — 

The order of the day was suspended to take up Report No. 7 
on Missions, as follows: 


i REPORT NO. 7 ON MISSIONS. 


The Committee on Missions having carefully considered the sub- 
ject of revision of the Constitution of the Board of Missions, 
respectfully report the following amended Constitution: 

Articie 1. There shall be a Board of Missions, which shall have 
charge of the Foreign Missions, and of all others not provided for 
by the Annual Conferences. 

Arr. 2. Said Board shall consist of a President, Vice-president, 
Secretary and Treasurer, and seventeen Managers, to be elected 
quadrennially by the General Conference, and to continue in office 
until their successors are appointed. The Bishops shall be ex 
officio members of the Board. 

Art. 38. The Board shall have authority to regulate its own 
proceedings, to appropriate money to defray incidental expenses, 
to provide for the support of superannuated missionaries, and 
widows and orphans of missionaries who may not be provided for 
by any Annual Conference; to print books for the Indian, Ger- 
man, Mexican, and other Foreign Missions; to build houses for 
worship, for schools, and for missionaries, and to defray the neces- 
sary expenses of the work under its care. It shall also publish 
annually a statement of its transactions, naming the missions 
supported by it, and the amount appropriated and paid to each, 
and lay before the General Conferenve a report of its operations. 
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Arr. 4. The Board shall meet annually, to determine what fields 
shall be occupied as missions, the number of persons to be employed 
in each, and to estimate the amount that may be necessary for the 
support of the missions under its charge, and to divide the same 
among the several Annual Conferences—having reference in said 
division to the extent and importance of the home work in eavh 
Conferente, and to the ability and disposition of the people to give. 

Arr. 5. The Board shall employ only effective men for its work, 
and shall require each one to make a quarterly report to the See- 
retary of his operations, and of the state and prospects of the work 
in his charge. 

Art. 6. The revenue of the Board shall be derived from annual 
collections in every congregation, and from such other plans as 
may be adopted by the Church and congregation to raise money 
for this object, and from special collections by the Secretary and 
the Bishops, and from donations and legacies. 

Art, 7. The Secretary shall be a minister of the gospel, and 
may be a member of any Annual Conference, but shall reside 
where the Board is located. He shall be ex officio Treasurer of 
the Board, and shall, before entering upon his duties as Secretary 
and Treasurer, give good and sufficient security for all moneys 
that may come into his hands. He shall be allowed clerical assist- 
ance not to exceed five hundred dollars per annum. 

It shall be his duty to keep a permanent record of the proceed- 
ings of the Board, and to publish an abstract of them in the 
Church papers; to conduct its correspondence; to attend to all its 
legal business; to prepareitsannual report; and to publish monthly 
(either in a missionary paper or in the Church papers, as the 
Board shall direct) statements of the condition, needs, and pros- 
pects of the various missions. 

He shall receive and receipt for all moneys, countersign all 
drafts, hold the funds of the Board in safe deposit, which deposit 
shall be made by him as Secretary and Treasurer, subject to the 
draft of the President of the Board, countersigned by the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer; but in no case shall such funds be invested 
in his or any other business. He shall furnish an annual report 
for publication. His salary shall be fixed by the Board, and all 
his necessary traveling expenses shall be allowed. 

Art. 8, The Board shall fill all vacancies that may occur. 

Art. 9. Nine members shall constitute a quorum at an annual 
meeting of the Board, and seven at a called meeting. 

14 
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Arr. 10. This Board shall be located in the city of Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Art. 11. Each Annual Conference shall select a Missionary 
Secretary, who shall hold his office for one year, or until his suc- 
vessor is appointed. His duties shall be to receive and receipt for 
all moneys collected in said Conference, and make a report of 
said collections to the Conference before its adjournment, forward 
said collections to the Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of 
Missions, and give all due attention to the interests of the Board 
of Missions of the M. KE. Church, South, in that Conference, and 
make due report to the Board: provided, that any person, Sun- 
day-school, Church, or Missionary Society or Conference, may 
assume, in whole or in part, the support of a mission or mission- 
school established by the Board of Missions, and send their con- 
tributions to the Secretary and Treasurer of the Board, by whom 
they shall be applied strictly to the purpose for which they were 
contributed, and notice of transmission furnished to the donors: 
provided, farther, that the Conference in whose territory said 
moneys may be given shall have credit for the same in settling 
the apportionment of the Board of Missions. . 

Art, 12. The apportionment to a Conference for missions shall 
be divided by the Conference Board among the Districts, and the 
preachers in charge shall take up a collection in every congrega- 
tion to meet the same. 

ArT. 13. The collections for missions shall not be taken with 
any other collection. 

Art. 14. Any one of the Bishops, on the recommendation of 
the Board, shall appoint missionaries to the foreign field. 

Art. 15. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to bring 
the subject of missions prominently before the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of each circuit and station, and see to it that efficient and 
well-defined modes and plans be adopted for raising missionary 
funds. D. C. Ketuny, Chairman. 

W.S. Jonson, Secretary. 

Art. 1 of the Constitution was adopted. 

P. Whitehead moved to strike out the word “and” in Art. 2 
of the Constitution, between the words Secretary and Treasurer, 
This motion prevailed, and Art. 2 was adopted. 

Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, were read, and adopted. 

On motion of J. H. Edwards, the remainder of the Constitution 
was substituted by the remaining Articles in the old Constitution. 
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The time was extended to go into the election of the Secretary 
and Board of Missions. 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the Chair was requested to appoint 
a committee of five to nominate the officers and members of the 
Board of Missions. ; 

The Chair announced the following as the committee: A. R. 
Winfield, J. 8. Key, H. P. Walker, S. Rodgers, P. A. Peterson. 

The ballot for Secretary resulted as follows: There were 215 
votes cast, of which D. C. Kelley received 52, W. H. Potter 28, A. 
W. Wilson 38, A. G. Haygood 7, E. R. Hendrix 9, P. A. Peterson 
25, R. K. Hargrove 11, 8. X. Hall 4, W.S. Harris 8, W. G. Connor 
11, E. N. Watson 2, A. R. Winfield 7, A. S. Andrews 3, J. S. Mar- 
tin, Sledd, Finney, Thomas, 8. Rodgers, one each. No election. 

On motion of G. M. Jones, when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
to-morrow morning at 8:30. 

The names of Hendrix, Peterson, Haygood, Winfield, and some 


-others, were withdrawn. 


The second ballot resulted as follows: There were 207 votes 
cast, of which D. C. Kelley received 69 votes, A. W. Wilson 108, 
W. H. Potter 22, A. G. Haygood 2, Hendrix, Winfield, Peterson, 
and 8. X. Hall, one each. A. W. Wilson was declared duly 
elected Secretary of the Board of Missions. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, Report No. 7 of the Committee 
on Itinerancy was made the order of the day for to-morrow 
morning, after reading the Minutes, 

A. R. Winfield, chairman of the committee to nominate the officers 
and members of the Board of Missions, announced the following: 

T. O. Summers, President; N. H. Lee, Vice-president; James 
W. Manier, Treasurer. Managers—J. S. Martin, Baltimore Con- 
ference; W.G. E. Cunnyngham, Holston Conference; L. 8. Burk- 
head, North Carolina Conference; H. A.C. Walker, South Carolina 
Conference; W. H. Potter, North Georgia Conference; R. A. 
Young, Tennessee Conference; P. A. Peterson, Virginia Confer- 
ence; D. C. Kelley, Tennessee Conference; A. H. Redford, Louis- 
ville Conference; I. G. John, Texas Conference; A. R. Winfield, 
Little Rock Conference; J. W. Lewis, St. Louis Conference; W. 
F. Johnson (Lexington), Missouri Conference; J. C. Simmons, 
Pacific Conference; O. P. Fitzgerald, Pacifie Conference; J. D. 
Hamilton, Tennessee Conference; C. B. Gallaway, Mississippi Con- 
ference. These nominations were confirmed. 

Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 
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Friday Morning, May 24, 1878. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Pierce in the 
chair. 

Divine service was conducted by John Hogan. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The order of the day was suspended to allow J. S. Martin, 
chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, to present Report Ne. 
- 11 of that committee, which was received. The resolutions were 
read and adopted. The report was ordered to be printed in the 
Daily Christian Advocate and spread on the Journal. 


REPORT NO. 11 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have given much time and care 
to the examination of the Journals of the several Annual Confer- 
ences. The Conference-sessions held since the General Confer- 
ence of 1874 have thus passed under review, both as to matters 
of administration and faithfulness of record. Too much consid- 
eration has not been thus given, in view of the stringent order 
of the General Conference of 1866—that “Secretaries of the sev- 
eral Annual Conferences record all the acts of the Conference of 
every kind whatever in the consecutive order of their occurrence 
in an appendix;” also the request that the Bishops should super- 
vise the Conference Journals, and direct the Secretary to the 
requirements of the General Conference as to the manner of 
keeping their Journals. This*request to the Bishops was repeated 
at the session of the General Conference of 1870, and also at that 
of 1874, with special directions as to the order to be observed for 
keeping a full and minute record of every act, report, and resolu- 
tion of an Annual Conference. The corrections called for in this 
report on the Journals of the Conferences, hereinafter named, 
come under the rules which this body at previous session has 
enacted, and by which alone a judgment could be formed. In 
view of the requests thus made to the Bishops at previous Gen- 
eral Conferences to supervise the Conference Journals, and the 
directions to Secretaries thus particularized, the committee pre- 
sent the following report of their examination of the several 
Annual Conference Journals: 

Baltimore Conference-—This Journal is above all criticism. 

Virginia Oonference.—This is the most consistently inaccurate 
Journal we have examined, as its omissions run alike through 
each year of the quadriennium. 
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1874. The Secretary failed to write the minute questions. ‘They 
are called by number, as “Conference took up minute question 
20.” (See page 25.) The failure to record questions, instead of 
numbering them, occurs so frequently that we cannot mention 
them in their order. 

Another omission of such frequent occurrence as to almost 
defy enumeration is the passing of character of superannuated 
preachers, assigning brethren to supernumerary relations, and 
granting locations, without calling.or recording the questions 
under which such minutes should be made. (Sce page 26.) 

Page 26. No mention of question 6, though three brethren 
were received by transfer. This kind of minute is repeated more 
than once. 

Under question 1. Parties were received on trial, but nothing 
said of an approval examination by the Conference. This occurs 
on pages 27, 67, 69, 79, 82, 91, 92. 

Question 2. “Who remain on trial?”’ A number continued, but 
no mention made of any examination on the course of study. 
This class of omissions is frequent, and marks each of the four 
years. (See pages 27, 46, 99, etc.) 

Question 4. No approved examination mentioned on course of 
study, though many were admitted into full connection. (See 
page 28, and others too numerous to mention.) 

Page 30. Question 12, no examination reported by Committee 
on Course of Study, though several were elected to elder’s orders. 
This occurs repeatedly. 

Page 51. Ordinations recorded, but questions 9, 11, 13, and 15, 
not asked. This often occurs. ~ 

Page 46. The following occurs: “Question 4, Who are admitted 
into full connection? and question 9, What traveling preachers 
were elected deacons?’ were taken up. Brethren passed “in 
examination of character, and were severally elected to deacon’s 
orders.”’ No mention of examination by the Committee on Course 
of Study. : 

Page 46. Question 7, no examination on course of study reported, 
though three were passed and advanced to the class of the year. 

Under all questions requiring approved examinations on the 
course of study, preparatory to advancement, there is a sad want 
of compliance with rules. Local deacons were elected to elder’s 
orders without any statement, written or oral, as to belief in the 
doctrine and discipline of our Church. 


214 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF —=§ [May 24, 


Page 46. Nov. 19, seven were elected (under question 8) to dea- 
con’s orders. On page 51, three days after, the Bishop announced 
that he had ordained the seven brethren as deacons. Page 52, 
three days after their election, and one day after their ordination, 
they were severally admitted into full connection. In the above 
case no report is mentioned of examination by the Committee on 
Course of Study. 

Page 94. Members were granted leave of absence. Before leav- 
ing they were allowed to cast their votes for delegates to General 
Conference some days in advance of the election. The brethren 
deposited their ballots in sealed envelopes. 

Western Virginia Conference.—Session of 1874. Page 288, min- 
utes of the previous session not read and approved. 

Page 290. Certain persons are admitted into full connection and 
elected to deacon’s orders, without any record of questions 8 and 
9, or of their formal reception as provided for by the Discipline. 
A similar omission page 330, session of 1875. 

Page 331, session of 1875. Certain persons are “recognized’’ by 
their Quarterly Conferences, and on this recognition are elected 
deacons. 

Page 332. Question 14, written “ordained” instead of “elected.” 

Page 333. J. F. G. is received from the Baptist Church, he pre- 
senting his credentials for recognition, accompanied by the proper 
recommendation; but nothing is said of his agreement with us in 
doctrine and discipline. 

Session of 1876. Page 15 (new Journal), certain persons are 
elected to elder’s orders, there being no note of their agreement 
with us in doctrine or discipline. 

Session of 1877. Page 58—under question 12, “elders elected” 
without any minute of their having passed an examination on 
the course of study. 

Page 59. Question 12 was called. It is answered that F. M. Y. 
was called, his character was passed, andshe asked a location. 
He was afterward granted a supernumerary relation (page 66), 
so that the question and answer do not correspond. 

The sessions of 1876 and 1877 show a marked improvement in 
its clerical execution, and in other respects. 

Holston Conference.—The Journal uniformly throughout the four 
years omits to show that under-graduates, who were advanced to 
higher classes, stood an approved examination before the proper 
committees, 
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In the session of 1874 question 17 is not called or recorded. 

Page 422. Parties are admitted into full connection under the 
call of question 14, 

This Journal is well kept, and the work neatly doae. 

North Carolina Conference—The Journal of this Conference pre- 
sents great neatness, taste, and artistic beauty; also good arrange- 
ment of all its business. Yet the following are noted as defects: 

Session 1874. Page 1, the roll was called, but no names recorded. 
It is stated by the Bparetany, “Nearly all answered to their names, 
but few being absent.” 

No laymen, as representatives, are mentioned as present ° this 
session. 

Page 4. Under question 14, a brother was elected elder without 
any statement of his belief in the doctrine and discipline of our 
Church. 

Page 6. The roll was called—nothing else said. 

Page 12. Under question 20, no names of elders are recorded. 
The Journal says, ‘The elders in four Districts passed the exam- 
ination of character.” 

Page 15. Question 8, three local preachers were elected dea- 
cons, but no recommendations of Quarterly Conferences men- 
tioned. 

Page 16. Under question 16, two are located, but it is not said 
their characters passed. The same omission also occurs under 
questions 17 and 18, on page 17, and on page 18 seven brethren 
are named as continued superannuated, but no reference is made 
to passage of their character. 

Page 58. The Journal is not signed by the Bishop. 

1875. Page 72, several are continued as superannuated and 
supernumerary, but no passage of their character is mentioned. 

1876. “The credentials”’ of a brother were “recognized accord- 
ing to Discipline ’’—nothing else is said. 

1876. Page 22, election of General Conference delegates—there 
is no statement of the aggregate strength of the Conference, or 
how many delegates should be elected. 

South Carolina Conference.—Page 287, under question 1, it is 
stated that T. C. V. was left to be employed by the P. E.—no 
mention is made of his having becn rejected; page 258, question 
10, J. C., C. B., and others, were elected to deacon’s orders—no 
mention of examination; page 258, persons admitted on trial—no 
mention made of examination or recommendation; page 264, W. 
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S. in the chair; same page, W. H. F. in the chair—not stated by 
what authority they get there; page 288, local preachers elected 
to deacon’s orders—no mention of their recommendation. 

This Journal is well kept. 

North Georgia Conference-—Journal. Penmanship good; minutes 
neatly kept, and in some respects to be commended, but the follow- 
ing defects appear: 

1874. Page 266, under question 20, changes of rokaibit without 
reference to appropriate questions. Same errors occur on pages 
268, 325, 318, 319, 401. 

Page 271. Under question 7, advancement to class of fourth 
year, without report of examining committee; reports of exam- 
ining committee omitted under question 3, page 315, also 312, 316, 
325. 

Page 306. Statistics only give the number of local preachers, 
white and colored members. A preacher discontinued, and imme- 
diately announced as a transfer from the Arkansas Conference. 

Page 316. Under question 14 there was no note furnished of 
“agreement in doctrine with our Church ;” again repeated on pages 
355, 403. 

Page 318. Question 14, a transfer is announced from the Balti- 
more Conference as elected to elder’s orders, and an elder trans- 
ferred from the South Georgia Conference as having stood an 
examination before committee of fourth year, and placed among 
deacons of one year. 

Page 325. Distribution of money for Conference claimants not 
stated in Journal or Appendix. 

1876. Page 352, under question 1 preachers admitted on trial 
without recommendation or favorable report of examining com- 
mittee. This error again repeated on page 353. Under question 
4 the disciplinary examination and examination of committee pre- 
cede examinationof character. Query: Which should appear first? 

Minutes of last day of session not read and approved. 
South Georgia Conference.—1874. Page 221, under question 4 two 

preachers were passed and continued on trial; page 232 statis- 
tical report read and adopted. Referred to in dp poutnne page 252, 
but full statistics not given, only the aggregate answer to each 
question; page 259, transfer of J. Anthony, but not placed under 
question 6; page 260, under question 18, the character of an 
effective preacher examined and passed—it should have been 
under question 20; page 262, question 3, “the following past;” 
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“past,” page 300, question 17; “past,” page 801, question 18; 
question 3, page 303; question 7; repeated question 16, page 263; 
page 272, details of statistics not given. 

1876. Page 340, statistics not in detail; page 340, election of 
General Conference delegates. Lay delegates were permitted to 
retire to hold their election. Query: Is this “in Conference 
assembled?” 

Florida Conference.—Session of January, 1877. Page 83, “S. K., 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, was recognized with (in) 
elder’s orders, the Quarterly Conference recommending.” It is 
not stated that he certified his agreement with us in doctrine and 
discipline. 

Session of November, 1877. Page 104, a committee of investi- 
gation is appointed in the case of W. M. M.; the said committee 
state a trial to be necessary. The report is received, but the 
minutes do not state whether such a trial was ever had. 

This Journal is well kept, and worthy of commendation. 

Alabama Conference.—1874. Parchments of a local elder returned 
to the Conference. No cause given. (Page 21.) 

1875. Deacons of one year. No record of having passed the 
committee. (Page 102.) Traveling preachers elected elders. 
No record of having passed the committee. (Page 102.) John 
S. Moses, deacon of one year, asked for farther time to go before 
the committee. Norecord of what was donc. (Page 102.) But 
on page 107, J. S. Moses was passed to deacon of one year—no 
record being made that he had gone before the committee. Are 
the preachers blameless? etc. (Page 109.) The recordis: “The 
roll was called, and one by one the characters of the preachers 
examined, and all were passed.’’ No names given. 

1876. Certain preachers admitted into full connection who 
passed an approved examination, but no mention of having satis- 
factorily answered the disciplinary questions. (Page 184.) Same 
of deacons of one year. (Page 187.) Same of those who remain 
on trial. (Page 187.) This Journal does nct give the number of 
the members of the Annual Conference, so as to show what num- 
ber of delegates to the General Conference they were entitled to. 
In some respects especial praise is due this Journal. 

North Alabama Conference.—1874. Page 5, no mention of the 
passage of characters of supernumerary preachers; page 6, ques- 
tion 8, no examination by committee reported; the same is true 
of question 12 on the sume page, and of question 4 on page 7; 
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page 10, question; no examination reported by committee. The 
same is true respecting deacons of one year (question 7), and on 
page 11 the same applies to those who are admitted on trial; 
questions 17 and 18 show no examination or passage of character. 

1875. Page 44, no examination or passage of character men- 
tioned under question 17; page 49} no examination reported by 
committee of candidates for admission on trial; page 15, mem- 
bers located and superannuated mentioned, without record of 
passage of character, 

1876. Page 102, no examination mentioned on question 7; page 
103, question 12, no examination recorded;-page 105, question 2, 
no examination of committee reported; the same is true of those 
under questions 17 and 18, on page 107. 

This Journal is neatly kept; excepting the class of omissions 
noted, the work would need no correction; these omissions run 
through the entire four years. 

Louisiana Conference-—1874. Page 16, question 21, the word 
“local” omitted. 

1875. Question written incorrectly, pages 72, 73, 82, 91,100. A 
local preacher is elected elder, but it is not stated that he sent a 
note certifying his belief in the doctrines of our Church. The 
following questions are not given by number, viz.: 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 
12, 18, 15, 16, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,29, 30. Itis notstated 
whether the minutes of the last two sessions were read and 
approved. ’ 

1877. Thirty-second session, page 121, “John Pipes, President; J. 
S. F., Seeretary pro tem. ;” roll'not called; afternoon session, no 
mention of the President; page 122, it is said the roll was com- 
pleted, but no names of members present; minutes not read; page 
138, question 11, it is not stated that persons named were elected 
deacons, though the fact might be inferred. 

Mississippi Conference.—This is a well-kept and generally cor- 
rect Journal; but few corrections are found to be necessary ; 
attention is called to the following: page 134, question 5 is asked, 
“Who are admitted?” the only answer is “John Lusk, in elder’s 
orders;” page 148, session of 1876, the Journal was not signed by 
the Bishop; page 154, questions 4 and 10 both asked together; 
if two questions could be called and answered together, ques- 
tion 10 is not the proper one, but question 8 should have been 
called. 


North Mississippi Conference.-—1874. Page 133, question 6, three 
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transfers received, but no Conference named from which they 
were transferred. 

1876, Page 195, second day, “A large number of clerical and 
lay members having arrived, took their seats;”’ no roll-call men- 
tioned, or of new arrivals. 

1877. The record does not show the aggregate voting strength 
or constituency of the Conference, at the election of delegates vw 
the General Conference. 

The Journal of this Conference is fine, and, except the above, 
without a defect, 

Memphis Conference.—Page 541. The cpap on memoirs was 
read and recorded; no mention made of adoption. With this 
exception, the Foden is beyond criticism. 

Tennessee Conference.—Page 104. The character of A. A. A. was 
examined and passed; it is not stated to what class he belonged. 

In the sessions of 1874 and 1875, no record is made of the vote 
to sit with open doors during the regular examination of charac- 
ter; page 104, this item occurs: “The character of 5. H. was 
examined and passed, and he belongs to the fourth year’s class.” 
How and when didhe get there? Page 184, W. H. R. was granted 
a supernumerary relation, without reference to the question; 
pages 185, 188, two sessions report Dr. J. B. McFerrin in the 
chair, without mention of the authority by which he got there. 
In many places the questiong, Who are supernumerary? Who 
are superannuated? are asked, and answered by the simple record 
of names, without reference to passage of character (see pages 
151, 169, 193); pages 201, 202, 205, certain persons are admit- 
ted on trial, without mention of their examination before the 
committee, and on page 154 certain persons are admitted on trial 
without mention of their recommendation by their Quarterly Con- 
ferences; page 205, certain persons are received into full con- 
nection, no mention made of answering the disciplinary ques- 
tions; page 216, persons elected to deacon’s orders without record 
of the question; page 238, C. W. W. is admitted on trial, no men- 
tion made of his recommendation by Quarterly Conference, or 
examination before a committee; page 231, J. B. McFerrin in the 
chair, no reference to his authority for being there; at the 
adjournment the Bishop pronounced the benediction, no notice | 
being made of the Bishop’s taking the chair; page 252, W. R. L. 
admitted into full connection, nothing said about examination 
before the committee, or of answering the disciplinary questions; 
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page 277, the orders of B. T.J., late a teaching elder in the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church, were recognized—nothing said of 
his subscription to doctrine and discipline, or of taking our ordi- 
nation vows; page 287, Who remain on trial? “The characters of 
KH. A. C. and others were continued on trial’”’—nothing said about 
examination before the committee; ‘page 180, no mention made of 
the voting strength of the Conference, when going into the elec- 
tion of delegates to the General Conference. 

The clerical execution of thisJournal is very creditable. 

Kentucky Conference.—This Journal has much in its praise, but 
we note the following defects: 

1874. Who remain on trial? no record of having been recom- 
mended by the committee, page 326; deacon of one year, no rec- 
ord of having been recommended by the committee, page 320; 
report of Joint Board of Finance, printed and pasted in the 
Journal, page 348. 

1875. Orders of R. B., deacon from Protestant Episcopal Church, 
recognized “according to our laws in such cases.” Had been 
received as local preacher by two Conferences, had been recom- 
mended by two committees, but is not said he took our ordina- 
tion vows or sent a “certified subscription to our doctrines,” ete. 

1876. B. A. had been suspended for six months; during that 
time he had preached; committee of investigation was appointed; 
committee reported facts true. On motion, his character passed, 
and he was located for contumacy. 

Louisville Conference.—Page 302. Transfers announced ania dias 
the question; page 304, question 20 was called up, the words of 
the question not recorded; page 305, “H. N. H. granted a super- 
numerary,” without the record of the question; similar omission 
in the location of R. B. McC., page 305; also, in the discontinu- 
ance of William J. F., page 307; also, in the location of L. H., 
page 307; also, in the granting of J. R. S. a superannuated rela- 
tion, page 312; also, in the discontinuance of A. R. C., page 318; 
and also, in the location, superannuation, and grant of supernu- 
merary relations to various parties, page 355. Page 306, J.S. W. 
was tried by a committee of nine—no mention made of a com- 
mittee of investigation; page 31l—after question 1, certain per- 
sons were received on trial; then follows the minute, “On motion, 
the Presiding Elders were permitted to employ Jesse B. and te 
Isaac F.”—no mention is made of their having been rejected; 
page 822 and page 344, the last sessions of 1874 and 1875 were 
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closed without reading and approving the minutes of those ses- 
sions; page 478, Conference was called to order by J. P. G.— 
authority by which he did so not stated; page 494—sixth day— 
Conference met, David M. in the iden gee what authority he 
came there not stated. 

St. Louis Conference—Twenty-seventh session, 1874. Page 138, 
the names of local preachers and ordained eee are recorded, 
but not under the appropriate question, 11; the name of a travel- 
ing preacher, ordained elder, appears on the same page, but the 
appropriate question, 13, is not recorded or referred to; pages 
138, 143, the names of preachers who located are rand but 
the appropriate question, 16, does not appear; page 144, the names 
of ministers received by transfer from other Conferences are 
given, but the proper question, 6, is neither called nor recorded; 
page 148, the minutes of this session are not signed by the Secre- 
tary. 

Twenty-eighth session, 1875. Page 182, a location is recorded, 
but there is no mention made of the question, 16; pages 176, 191, 
preachers are discontinued, but the appropriate question, 3, is 
neither asked nor indicated; pages 182, 183, it is said that certain 
traveling preachers were elected elders, but question 12 is not 
called nor referred to; page 184, it is stated that a preacher was 
granted a superannuated relation, but there is no mention of 
the appropriate question, 48; page 188, the names of preachers 
ordained deacons are given, but itis not stated whether they are 
traveling preachers or local, or both—the appropriate questions, 
9, 11, do not occur; page 189, the names of preachers ordained 
elders are recorded, but whether traveling preachers or local, or 
both, is not stated—the appropriate question, 17, is neither asked 
nor referred to; page 191, the Journal shows that a certain 
preacher was made supernumerary, but the proper question, 17, 
is neither called nor recorded. 

Twenty-ninth session, 1876. Page 234, the minutes of second 
day do not state who was in the chair, neither do they show that 
the Journal of the preceding session was read and approved; 
page 238, two preachers are discontinued, but the appropriate 
question, 3, is not called nor recorded; page 241, a preacher is 
granted a superannuated relation, but the appropriate question is 
neither asked nor indicated; page 244, R. F. C. was made super- 
numerary, but the proper question is not recorded nor referred 
to; pages 244, 245, a preacher from “Baptist Church was recog. 
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nized as a local elder,” but it is not stated that he was recom- 
mended by a Quarterly Conference, or that. he subscribed to our 
doctrines and discipline, or that he took upon him our ordination 
vows. 

Thirtieth session, 1877. Page 288, the name of a transfer from 
another Conference is recorded, but the appropriate question, 6, 
is not called nor referred to} page 290, several ministers were 
superannuated, or, as the Secretary says, “continued” in that 
relation, but the appropriate question, 18, is not called nor indi- 
cated; page 290, a preacher was made supernumerary, but the 
proper question, 17, is not asked nor referred to; the same error 
on page 298; page 294, question 14, it is feces that certain 
loeal preachers were elected elders, but it is not stated that they 
certified their belief in the doctrine and discipline of our Chureh; 
page 299, it is recorded that the Bishop reported that certain per- 
sons were ordained deacons, and that certain other persons were 
ordained elders, but it is not stated whether these persons were 
traveling preachers or local, or both, and there is no reference to 
the appropriate question. The “running heading,” required by 
the General Conference of 1874, is frequently omitted. 

With the exception of the omissions, etc., indicated above, this 
Journal has been well kept, and is in good style. 

Missouri Conference.—Session of 1875. Page 382, it is said, 
“Bishop K., being appointed Superintendent for this Confer- 
ence, took the chair.” Query: Are Bishops appointed, and by 
whom? Page 385, question 7, certain persons, “deacons, not 
having been examined, are continued in second year’s elass;”’ 
same page, four questions are written, and answers are in the 
same paragraph; page 398, answer to two questions in one para- 
graph, and the questions are not recorded; pages 435, 439, 449, 
question 16 is not recorded, and yet the minutes show at least. five 
locations during the session; page 489, under question 20, J. P. . 
was placed on “the see tenieigattod list, and. three others were 
located; same page, under question 14, W. M. G. is elected an 
elder, and yet it is not stated that he certified his agreementi with 
us in doctrine and discipline; page 494 shows a distribution of 
the money in the hands of the Joint. Board of Finance, but their 
report is not adopted till the next day. 

Except the above, this Journal has in all respects a high degree 
of merit. 

South-west Missouri Conference-—The following defects appear: 
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1874. Page 82, question 6, called “Who are received by trans- 
fer?” The names of four preachers were announced and sever- 
ally introdueed—nothing more. Page 83, under question 4, no 
disciplinary examinations by the Bishop before the Conference; 
the candidates are only said to have been examined and passed. 
Under the same question it is said, L, W. H. was “called, passed, 
and discontinued;’’ also, “a deacon passed examination of third 
year;’’ also, three preachers named as “not present, and continued 
on trial’’—actions of Conference which should have been classed 
under questions 2,3, 4,7. On the same page three preachers are 
said to have been called before the Conference, and examined 
according to Discipline, and yet nothing is said as to examination 
by committee. Question 7, nothing said of examination by com- 
mittee. Under question 12, a preacher was elected elder, yet it 
is not. said he passed examination before committee; on page 86 
the same omission. Question 20—under this a preacher was 
located. Page 86, under question 1, preachers were admitted on 
trial, yet there was no examination on the course of study. 
Question 14 was called, and two preachers from the Methodist 
Protestant Church are recorded to have been recognized in orders; 
nothing is said of recommendation, or of a certificate of their 
agreement in our doctrine, or of the assumption of our ordination 
vows. On page 92 it is said the following memoir was read, but 
no memoir is found. Page 103, under question 1, preachers are 
admitted on trial, but there was no examination before a commit- 
tee stated; under question 4, it is said a preacher was discon- 
tinued; under question 7, no examination by committee of the 
preachers there named; under question 12, no examination before 
committee on election of elders. On page 106, question 4, it is 
said a preacher “was discontinued;”’ under question 12, no exam- 
ination before committee of those elected elders. Page 111, on 
motion, the character of J. A. M. was adopted. Page 112, preach- 
ers admitted on trial, but no examination before a committee; 
case of a superannuated preacher disposed of under question 2; 
Secretary presented answers to questions 21, 22, 23, but not stated 
what the answers were, and no statistics found, as in the two pre- 
ceding sessions. _ 

1877. Page 161, no examination of preacher on course of study 
under questions 2, 6,7, respectively. Page 162, no examination of 
preachers on the course of study, or by the Bishop under question 
4; under question 14, local elder elected, but no certificate of 
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agreement with our doctrines. Page 166, in election of delegates 
the aggregate number of members of Conference, and the number 
of delegates to be elected, not named. As in the three preceding 
sessions, the statistics are not recorded, nor questions relating to 
them asked. 

Western Conference.—This Journal is not paged. 

1874—-Fifth session. First day, character of two members 
arrested—no statement of complaint, or committee appointed to 
investigate said complaint; afterward committees reported a trial 
necessary in both cases, and the brethren were put upon their - 
trial. Fourth question called; C.C. A. admitted into full connec- 
tion, and elected to deacon’s orders—no statement that he was 

“ever brought before the Conference to answer the usual disciplin- 
ary questions. 

1875. A brother was superannuated, but question 18 neither 
called nor recorded. The Secretary of this Conference signed 
the minutes of each day’s session. His minutes are brief, but 
well written and creditable. 

Indian Mission Conference—Page 344, L. P. W. was continued 
supernumerary without the question; page 345, N. E. P. was 
continued on trial—no mention made of examination before com- 
mittee; page 344, under question 20, certain persons were passed 
and continued in superannuated relation—no reference to ques- 
tion 18; page 345, this record occurs, “Wm. J.S., an elder from . 
Moravian Church, stated that he agreed with our Church in doe- 
trine and discipline’’—nothing else stated; page 352, in reporting 
ordination of deacons, no distinction is made between local and 
traveling; page 353, this item, “The Conference adjourned to 
read the appointments,” after winioli this item occurs, ‘The Con- 
ference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop;” page 
362, H. P. C. was discontinued- under question 2—no reference 
made to question 8; page 362, “R.N. F. was received from ‘Chris- 
tian Union’ in elder’s orders as a traveling preacher,” under 
question 6, “Who are received by transfer from other Confer- 
ences?” 

The calling of the roll is dispensed with both in 1874 and 1875 
without a vote. 

In the closing exercises of 1875 and 1876 the minutes of the 
last session were not read or approved. . 

Page 378, under question 20, W. M. K. was continued on trial, 
and 'T. C. P. was granted a location; page 404, this item, “The 
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following members were present who were not present at a 
former session’’—no names are given; page 411, ordinations 
announced, but no distinction between traveling and local. The 
statistical report was made, but no mention of its adoption, and 
there is no record of either in body of Journal or Appendix. 

Arkansas Conference.—Handwriting good, well spaced, and mar- 
ginal references satisfactory. Defective as follows: 

Page 435, in calling roll it is said four members and others 
answered—no other names given; page 237, question 2, “resumed,” | 
then four names follow, one “laid over,’’ three “continued on 
trial,” one “elected to deacon’s orders;’’ names appear under 
question 2 which should be under question 4; page 439, under 
question 12, one preacher was elected to elder’s orders, two 
granted supernumerary relations; under question 14, the name 
of the Quarterly Conference is omitted—same error on page 496; 
page 441, preachers “discontinued” “reidmitted,” also on pages 
441 and 512, without call of questions; page 476, “Reading of the 
minutes dispensed with for the remainder of the session,” yet on 
page 477, ‘Minutes read and adopted;” page 478, under question 
2, two preachers advanced to class of third year, one to class of 
fourth year, and then the three were “received into full connec- 
tion;’”’ page 479, under question 14, two names were written— 
nothing more; page 475, question 2, no report of ‘Committee of 
Examination.” : 

Second day. “Roll called,” “two clerical and three lay breth- 
ren answered to their names, and Conference proceeded to busi- 
ness ;” page 496, “question 4,” preachers’ characters passed, and 
elected to deacon’s orders, and under same question it is stated 
one “was continued on trial;’” page 496, under question 14, no 
“note” required by Discipline “certifying belief in doctrines;” 
page 500, “reading of minutes omitted;” page 501, signature of 
Secretary does not appear; preachers superannuated, located, and 
made supernumerary, under “question 20;” error repeated on 
page 515; an elder of the United Baptist Church was recognized 
in orders in the local ranks upon a certificate of his reception into 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Statistical reports are handsomely recorded. 

White River Conference—The record of this Conference is very 
creditable, and but few corrections are required. We notice the 
following: 

1874. Page 152, question 4, of a class of four preachers it is 
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recorded that “having passed a satisfactory examination, and 
nothing appearing against them, they were received into full 
connection’’—no reference is made to their examination by a 
committee, or their response to the disciplinary questions from 
the Bishop before the Conference; the same omission appears in 
1875, page 159; page 240, under question 17, it is said of two 
preachers, their “characters passed, and left on effective list;” 
page 244, under question 7, it is said of one, “character passed, 
and located at his own request;” also, on page 280, under ques- 
tion 7, there is a like misstatement of the number of the questions 
—relations of the preachers that should have been classed sepa- 
rately under questions 4, 7, and 10, are here under question 7; 
page 288, in the election of General Conference delegates, there 
is no statement of the number of voters, or of the delegates to 
which the Conference was entitled. 

Little Rock Conference-—Session of 1874. Page 8, under question 
8, C. B.’s name is called, and it is stated that “he had located ’— 
it is not said how or by whom located; pages 16 and 22, “Andrew 
Hunter in the chair’’—it is not stated by what authority he occu- 
pied it; page 19, no note here or afterward of the reading of the 
minutes of the previous session. 

Session of 1875. Page 68, under question 10, it is said simply, 
Wm. Shelton was elected, without any note of recommendation 
by his Quarterly Conference; page 74, nothing is said of the 
reading of the minutes of the previous or present session, it being 
the closing session of the Conference. 

Session of 1876. Page — under question 2, it is answered, 
“J. M. B. was discontinued;” page 102, under question 7, it is 
answered, “W. W. iocated ;” same page, same question, “J. M. M. 
passed an approved examination, and was elected to elder’s 
orders;”” page 102, under question 1, it is “R. M. T.,” nothing 
being said of examination by the committee, or recommendation 
by the Quarterly Conference; same page, under question 10, it is 
said “CO. R. T. was elected,” without reference to recommenda- 
tion; page 103, under question 20, it is said, “A. M. was elected to 
elder’s orders;”’ page 106, question 1, it is said, “LL. M. K. was 
received”’—it is not said whether he was recommended by a 
Quarterly Conference or examined on the prescribed studies ; 
pages 105 and 112, nothing is said of the reading of the minutes 
of the previous session. 

Session of 1877. Page 148, under question 4, certain persons 
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‘“‘were called up, and examined by the Bishop before the Confer- 
ence as the Discipline directs,” but nothing is said of examination 
on the studies prescribed, or passage of character; page 154, two 
questions are written as one—so, also, pages 156, 158; pages 166, 
167, it is said, “A. R. W. was called to the chair’’—he “called ©. 
C. G. to the chair,” but it is not said how the first-named was 
called to the chair, or by what authority he called the last-named 
to the chair; page 166, it is said, “Bishop K. asked and obtained 
leave of absence for himself and cabinet.” 

' The errors in this Journal are numerous. Little regard is paid 
to the pertinency of the answers to the several questions of busi- 
ness, 

Texas Conference——Page 33. The Bishop appointed the Joint 
Board of Finance on the first day of the session, instead of the 
last day of former session, as the Discipline directs; pages 34, 52, 
73, 81, 99, transfers are announced without any reference to the 
question; pages 49, 53, 56, 58, 73, 74, 77, persons are located, and 
superannuated, and placed in the supernumerary relation, with- 
out the record of the proper questions; page 35, F. M. M. read- 
mitted, nothing said about recommendation by Quarterly Confer- 
ence; page 35, on the first day’s session no mention is made of 
adjournment, the Secretary calls the names of persons who are 
yet on trial on the roll of the Conference (see pages 35, 36, 37); 
page 37, certain persons admitted into full connection without 
mention of their answering the disciplinary questions; page 37, 
it is recorded in the minutes of the third day’s session that the 
minutes of the first day’s session were read and approved at the 
opening of the second day’s session; pages 40, 41, under question 
8, What traveling preachers are elected deacons? C. C. was 
elected, although on page 36 it is stated that he was received on 
trial; if he wasa missionary there is no mention made of it; page 
43, question 5, M. H. P. was readmitted—no recommendation 
from Quarterly Conference; page 54, T. R. C. and others were 
continued on trial—no mention made of the passage of character; 
page 55, R. T. N. and others received into full connection with- 
out answering disciplinary questions; page 56, under question 7; 
Who are the deacons of one year? M. C. F. was elected to elder’s 
orders; there is also no mention of passage of his character; 
page 57, certain local preachers were elected deacons—no recom- 
mendation from Quarterly Conference mentioned; page 58, the 
Statistical Secretary made report—no mention made of its record. 
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page 77, persons admitted into full connection—no mention made 
of answering disciplinary questions; page 92, minutes of last 
session not read and approved; page 99, a court of trial was 
ordered in the case of T. B. B., and on page 100 the case was 
reconsidered, and a committee of investigation was ordered; page 
102, under question 7, Who are the deacons of one year? D. M. 
and S. H. B. are elected to elder’s orders; page 103, in the elec- 
tion of delegates to the General Conference the voting strength 
of the Conference is not given; the laymen are dismissed to the 
Bible-class room to hold their election, instead of holding their 
election before Conference; page 116, Conference adjourned sine 
die by singing and benediction, yet afterward questions 9, 11, 13, 
15, are asked and answered; page 116, the minutes of the last 
day’s session not read and approved. 

East Texas Conference.—Pages 4, 26, 28, certain persons received 
on trial—no mention made of their examination; page 7, G. T. C. 
recognized as a deacon from the Methodist Protestant Church— 
no record of doctrine and discipline certified to, or vows; pages 
14, 21, omission of names in report of Bishop, as to ordination of 
elders, and made as a part of the record of page 21 at the end of 
the session; no record of reports in the session of 1874; pages 
26, 28, local preachers elected to orders without record of recom- 
mendation from Quarterly Conference; page 28, J. M. continued 
in class of second year—no reason why given; persons elected to 
deacon’s orders, and admitted into full connection—no mention 
of examination by the committee; pages 28, 78, local preachers 
elected elders—no notice of recommendation or of subscription 
‘to doctrine and discipline; missionary appropriations omitted in 
the record of session 1876; page 82, reports made—no reference 
to place of record. 

West Texas Conference.—1874. Page 4, second day, no person 
named as occupying the chair; page 11, third day, no person 
named as occupying the chair; page 11, question 17 called, Who 
are supernumerary? J. W. C., T. 'T. S.—it is not said their char- 
acters passed, and their relations were fixed by Conference; page 
14, fifth day, it is not stated that any person occupied the ehienins 
page 14, question 3, placed for question 30. 

1875. Pages 45, 46, question 4, no examination of the class by 
the Bishop before the Conference; page 46, no vote of Conference 
ordering doors to be open in examination of character; page 55, 
question 14, What local preachers are elected elders? Henry M. 
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was recommended; it is not stated that a certificate had been 
received of his belief in the doctrines of the Church. 

1876. Page 90, no vote to examine character with open doors; 
page 96, complaint against W. L. R—committee of investigation 
appointed; reported a trial necessary; charges and specifications 
stated in Appendix; first specification admitted, second denied; 
letter of Mrs. A. to prove it; no cross-examination recorded; he 
was pronounced guilty; report of committee was rendered declar- 
ing him guilty; verdict deposing him from the ministry, and 
exclusion from the Church. Should minutes of trial thus occupy 
the space in the Journal, or verdict only? 

North Texas Conference-—This Journal is defective. 1874, page 
159, question 6 is not recorded, though transfers were received; 
page 161, under question 2, names of persons are given, but their 
continuance on trial is only a matter of inference; nothing is 
said of their examination by committee, or passage of character 
by Conference. Elders are elected under question 12, but it is not 
stated they were before the Committee of Hxamination; page 
164, under question 4, nine preachers are named, yet there is no 
report of their examination on the course of study, no passage 
of character, no examination by the Bishop before the Confer- 
ence, no response to the disciplinary question. The same error is 
repeated at the session of 1875, on page 175; page 167, sundry 
resolutions and reports adopted and referred to in Appendix, but 
no Appendix to the Journal; Journal of 1874 not signed by the 
Secretary. 

1875, question 1. Six preachers admitted on trial, but no state- 
ment of recommendation by Quarterly Conference, or examina- 
tion by committee, or where they came from; questions 2, 7, 8, 
12, called—names of preachers only given—passage of character 
and reports of examining committees are not mentioned; under | 
question 10, local preachers elected deacons, yet no recommenda- 
tions stated—locations, supernumerary and superannuated rela- 
tions granted, but no questions called, no character passed, so far 
as the record shows; under question 4, preachers are “elected 
and ordained deacons,” but it is not said their characters passed, 
or that they were examined by a committee, or by the Bishops 
before the Conference—pages 167, 175, 176. : 

In 1876~7, the Journal shows the same omissions—pages 187, 
192, 193, 195, 199, 206, 209, 214. On page 177, a report is adopted 
in relation to a brother, and referred to in “Appendix,” but no 
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Appendix is found. This defect again appears, pages 195, 196. 
Page 198, it is said that J. T., of the Baptist Church, made appli- 
cation to be recognized. What? Page 203, the record shows no 
closing service; minutes of the last day not read; the Secretary 
did not sign the Journal. The same defect is seen at the close of © 
the session of 1877. On page 209, ‘preacher i is referred to a com- 
mittee; no cause of action is stated. It is afterward said the com- 
mittee of ten tried the case and made report. What the report 
was: is not stated, and though there is reference to an Appendix, 
no Appendix can be found. In election of General Conference 
‘delegates, the voting strength of the Conference is not mentiened, 
nor the number of delegates to which it is entitled. The minutes 
of the last day not read and approved. Closing service not men- 
tioned. The Secretary did not sign the Journal.” 

The marginal notes and headings are in good taste; the execu- 
tion of the work is simply elegant, but the omissions and inac- 
curacies are so numerous as to bring the Journal below a credit- 
able standard. 

North-west Texas Conference—1874. Pages 239, 240, conflict of 
minutes; on page 239 KE. A. B. is advanced to class of fourth 
year; on page 240 it is stated he was continued in class of fourth 
year; page 255, under question 5, is an answer to question 17; on 
fifth day it is stated Thomas Stanford was in the chair when Con- 
ference opened, but it is not said the chair was taken by the 
Bishop, though we infer it from his “closing the session by the 
benediction.” The statistical and financial reports are recorded 
between the fourth and fifth days of the session, making no part 
of either. Minutes of last meeting not read and approved. 

Los Angeles Conference—1874. Sixteenth question called by 

number, but not recorded; reports not recorded in wi kabees or 
elsewhere. 

1875. Page 87, question 1, one person received, but no state- 
ment recorded of any recommendation from a Quarterly Confer- 
ence, or examination of the proper committee; page 88, two par- 
ties continued in given relations, but no passage of character 
mentioned; page 90, a brother elected local elder, but no mention 
of Quarterly Conference recommendation, or certificate of belief 
in our doctrine and discipline. 

1876. Page 105, question 2, a brother continued on trial with- 
out examination by the committee or passage of character, so fur 
as the record shows. The Secretary says, page 105, questions 3 
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4,5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15, all answered in the negative, but makes no 
record of the questions. Let the questions all be written out in 
full in their respective numbers, and the answers recorded. 

1877. There is nothing to correct this year. The minutes are 
brief and fair. An improvement is manifest each year. 

Columbia Conference-—The Journal shows the following defects: 

Sessions of 1874—-5-7, all closed without minutes being read at 
last meeting; page 13, question 6, Who are received by transfer? 
“John N. R. B. was received from———.,,” no name of Confer- 
ence given; pages 16 and 17, B. J. D. was charged with falsehood, 
with five specifications; the verdict is, “The general charge is sus- 
tained,” without reference to specifications; page 30, question 11, 
What local preachers are ordained deacons? and no answer given; 
page 27, question 16, Who are located this year? and no answer 
given; page 59, question 27, What amount is necessary for super- 
annuated preachers? asked, but not answered. 

Pacific Conference.—Pages 146, 147, 148, ,persons received on 
trial—no mention made of recommendation or examination; 
pages 152, 187, 185, local preachers elected to orders, without ref: 
erence to recommendation or examination; page 182, local deacon 
received from the M. H. Church, nothing said of recognition of 
doctrine and discipline, or taking vows; pages 183, 225, 226, 265, 
persons are advanced to higher classes without notice of their 
examination; in the twenty-sixth session there is no record of 
reports of committees, or of statistics; page 266, under question 
20, a preacher of the second year called and placed in the fourth 
year; page 267, bill of charges presented against R. P., but there 
is no record of his trial, yet on page 282 he is suspended till rep- 
rimanded by the Bishop in open Conference. There is no finan- 
cial report recorded. 

This Journal is fair. 

Lilinois Conference.—LHighth session. Page 190, question 4, A. W. 
S., it is recorded, was elected elder, but there is no statement to 
the effect that he was then a deacon; same thing on page 191 in 
regard to J. F. R.; page 195, Conference met at 3 o’clock P.m., but 
the minutes of the preceding session do not show that the Con- 
ference agreed to have an afternoon session, 

In the Appendix the Secretary furnishes a summary of the 
“disciplinary questions and their respective answers in their 
numerical order.” This is deemed wise, and worthy of all com- 
mendation, 
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Ninth session. On page 224 this item occurs, “The following 
brethren were called, and their characters approved, viz.” —here 
follow the names of traveling elders, but there is no mention 
of question 20. 

Tenth session. Page 242, report of ordination does not show 
whether the ministers ordained weré traveling preachers or local, 
or both. 

Eleventh session. Page 305, in copying the report of a com- 
mittee of trial, the Secretary, through mistake, puts the word 
“expelled” in place of “suspended” (see Appendix, page 337); 
page 3806, question 14, a local preacher was elected elder—the 
margin says “he was present,” but the minutes do not say that 
he certified his belief in the doctrine and discipline of our 
Church, either by “note” or otherwise. ; 

Quite a good Journal, but the minutes are a little crowded—in 
this respect there might be improvement. 

Denver Conference—Pages 9, 11, 12, 78, certain persons are 
advanced to higher classes, and no mention of examination before 
the committee; page 13, no record made of religious service; page 
45, the trial of J. P. Carter is referred to, but there is no previous 
record of a committee to investigate or to try; blank space is left 
for statistics, but there is no record; page 78, under question 20, 
no mention is made of the examination of character; page 85, by 
consent the minutes of the last session were not read; page 120, 
local preachers elected to orders; no mention made of recom- 
mendation or examination; page 121, recognition of orders in one 
coming from another Church—no record of subscription to doe- 
trine and discipline or ordination vow. 

The Journal, on the whole, is fair. 

German Mission Conference—Journal not before the committee. 

In order that we secure exactness and agreement in our Annual 
Conference Journals, and recognizing the importance of this to 
the faithful record of the history of the Church, her protection 
against wrong-doing, as well as security to individual rights, we 
recommend that this General Conference hereby direct the atten- 
tion of the Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences, and of 
the Annual Conferences themselves, under the supervision of the 
Bishops, to the strict observance of the rules heretofore enacted 
by the General Conference, and which we hereby adopt as a part 
of this report, as follows: 

Resolved, 1. That the Secretaries of the several Annual Confer- 
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ences be, and they are hereby, instructed to record in their Con- 
ference Journals respectively all the acts of the Conference of 
every kind whatever, in the consecutive order of their occur- 
rence, or in an appendix, especially of all complaints, charges, and 
specifications, with the decisions in all such cases; and also of all 
resolutions, reports of committees, statistics, memoirs of deceased 
ministers, and the appointments of preachers, and whatever else 
enters into and constitutes a complete historical record of each 
annual session. 

2. That the several Annual Conferences be, and they hereby 
are, instructed to require their Secretaries to conform their Jour- 
nals to the plan indicated in the preceding resolution. 

3. That the Bishops be, and they hereby are, instructed to 
supervise the Conference Journals; to direct the Secretaries to 
the requirements of the General Conference as to the manner of 
keeping their Journals; to supply the Secretaries with copies of 
their decisions on all questions of law submitted to them in an 
Annual Conference; and to affix their signatures, in all cases, to 
the minutes of the Conferences over which they preside. 

4, That the Secretaries be requested to keep up a running head 
from page to page of the Journals, stating the date of the Con- 

ference-session. 

5. That it is necessary and proper, for the completeness of the 
Conference record, that the Secretary, in all cases where an 
approved examination is required by the law of the Discipline on 
the course of study prescribed by the Bishops as a condition 
precedent to reception on trial, continuance on trial, clection to 
deacon’s and elder’s orders, etc., that a statement of the fact of 
such examination, us also of the recommendation of a Quarterly 
Conference, where required by law, should form a part of the 
record. 

6. That in the event of the failure of a Bishop of an Annual 
Conference, in reporting his ordinations to the Conference, to 
mention who are traveling and who are local preachers, it is the 
duty of the Secretary to make such a discrimination in his record. 

7. That it is the duty of the Seeretary to record all the disci- 
plinary questions (stating their numerical notation) under which 
the business of the Conference is to be transacted, and to record 
the business under the appropriate questions, and not at random, 
and without the question duly recorded. 

8. That the fact that the application of a local deacon for elder’s 
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orders is duly accompanied by “a note certifying his belief in the 
doctrine and discipline of our Church,” should be recorded by 
the Secretary. 

9. That in all future elections of General Conference delegates 
there will be a full statement of the aggregate number of clerical 
and lay votes, as well as the number of delegates to which the 
Conference is entitled, the number of ballots cast, the number 
requisite for election, the number of votes given for each respect- 
ively, the declaration of election before the Conference by the 
President of the Conference, with any other fact accompanying 
—whether the election, in accordance with the Discipline, was by 
the same body, “in Conference assembled,” under the President 
of the Conference, or in rooms apart of clerical and lay votes 
respectively, in violation of the Discipline. 

10. That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, earnestly requested 
to call attention of the Secretaries, when reading the minutes of 
daily sessions for approval of the Conference, to any omissions 
of names, questions, or facts, or to the insertion of any thing 
upon the record in violation of the requirements of the Disci- 
pline, or in conflict with any resolutions adopted by the General . 
Conference respecting the duties of Secretaries in keeping the 
Journal of an Annual Conference. 

11. That the General Book Agent at Nashville, with the assist- 
ance of the Secretary of the General Conference, be instructed 
to print, on a convenient slip of paper, all of the foregoing reso- 
lutions, to be furnished to the Secretaries of Annual Conferences, 
to be pasted in their Journals for constant reference. 

Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. Anprews, Secretary. 

The Conference ordered the General Mistittes of 1876 and 1877. 
to be stereotyped and published as soon as convenient. 

It was stated that the venerable Lovick Pierce was unable to 
preach before the Conference last night, according to appoint- 
ment, and that he was too feeble to be present this morning. A 
communication from him was presented, read, received, and 
ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

The order of the day was taken up, being Report No. 7 on 
Itinerancy, which was read. 

H. V. Philpott moved to amend by striking out the last clause 


of the report, and substitute the language now in the Disci- 
pline. 
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Frank Richardson moved, as a substitute, to strike out 36 and 
insert 56, in clause 1, Answer 1. 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, this substitute was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the amendment was laid on the 
table. 

E. E. Wiley moved to amend by reducing the ratio of repre- 
sentation one-half, and that no Conference shall be deprived the 
privilege of two delegates. 

This amendment, on motion of S..X. Hall, was laid on the table. 

A. T, Fielder moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and the vote stood, yeas 140, 
nays 25. 

The report was adopted by a vote of 157 yeas, 23 nays. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Secretary was instructed to 
send this report to each Annual Conference at its next session, 
and to furnish each of the Bishops with a copy of the same, for 
their action. 

REPORT NO. 7 ON ITINERANCY, 

The Committee on Itinerancy have had under very careful con- 
sideration the many papers from various sources, in regard to the 
composition and basis of representation of a General Conference, 
and report the following as the result of their deliberations: 

1. They recommend that Answers 1 and 2 to Question 1, Sec- 
tion 1, Chapter II., pages 32 and 33, of the Discipline, be so 
amended as to read as follows, viz.: 

Ans. 1, The General Conference shall be composed of one cler- 
ical member for every thirty-six members of each Annual Confer- 
ence, and an equal number of lay members. Of the lay members 
from an Annual Conference, one may be a local preacher. 

The clerical representatives shall be elected by the clerical 
members of the Annual Conference: provided, that such represent- 
atives shall have been traveling preachers at least four calendar 
years next preceding their election, and are in full connection © 
with an Annual Conference when elected, and also at the time of 
holding the General Conference. The lay representatives shall 
be elected by the lay members of the Annual Conference: pro- 
vided, that such representatives be twenty-five years of age, and 
shall have been members of our Church for at least six calendar 
years next preceding the time of their election, and also at the 
time of holding the General Conference, 
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2. An Annual Conference, entitled under the second Restrictive 
Rule to one ministerial delegate, shall not be denied the privilege 
of one lay delegate, and he may be a local preacher. 

The committee also recommend that the second Restrictive 
Rule in the Discipline, page 36, be so amended as to read as fol- 
lows, viz.: : ; 

2. They shall not allow of more than one representative for 
every eighteen members of the Annual Conference, nor allow of 
a less number than one for every sixty: provided, nevertheless, that 
when there shall be in any Annual Conference a fraction of two- 
thirds the number which shall be fixed for the ratio of represen- 
tation, such Annual Conference shall be entitled to an additional 
delegate for such fraction: and provided, also, that no Conference 
shall be denied -the privilege of two delegates, one clerical and 
one lay. Joun 8. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

Report No. 1 on Sunday-Schools was taken up, and adopted by 
items. 

L. 8S. Burkhead moved to reconsider item 5. This motion failed. 

The report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 1 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Your committee have considered several memorials and resolu- 
tions submitted for their examination, and report their concur- 
rence in, and recommend the adoption of the following: 

1. The memorial from the Kentucky Conference on the annual 
election of Sunday-school superintendents by the Quarterly Con- 
ference, signed by H. P. Walker and S. X. Hall, to add after the 
word Sunday-schools, on page 54, Chapter IL., Section 4, first line 
at the top of the page, the following words: “ At the fourth Quar- 
terly Conference of each year.” The entire answer, No. 2 to 
Question 4, will then read thus: “To superintend the interests of 
Sunday-schools and the instruction of children, and to elect 
superintendents of Sunday-schools at the fourth Quarterly Con- 
ference of each year, on nomination of the preacher in charge.” 

2. Also the following resolution, signed by BE. A. Yates and W. 
H. N. Magruder: 

Resolved, That our Sunday-school Editor be, and he is hereby, . 
instructed to embrace in the present system, known as the “In- 
ternational Lessons,” so much of our catechisms as will, in his judg- 
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ment, furnish proper instruction upon the distinctive doctrines and 
discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

3. Also the resolution of J. O. A. Clark and J. W. Hinton, pro- 
posing an addition to the caption of Chapter IV., Section 2, page 
113, so that the entire caption shall read thus: “Of the children 
of the Church. Things especially to be noticed in the written 
report of the preacher in charge, to the Quarterly Conference, on 
the pastoral instruction of ubilaven’ nt 

4. Also the resolution signed by P. P. Ellis and T. M. Cobb, on 
developing a greater missionary spirit among the Sunday-school 
pupils, and that the following words be inserted on page 122, as 
the sixth answer to the first. question of Chapter V., Section 5, 
which will then so read: “6. Let every Sunday-school, so far as 
practicable, be organized into a missionary society, auxiliary to 
the Annual Conference Missionary Board.” 

Respectfully submitted. C. K. Marswauu, Chairman. 

P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. 

Report No. 1 on the Bible Cause was taken up and adopted, as 


follows: 
REPORT NO. 1 ON THE BIBLE CAUSE. 


Your committee has had under consideration the resolution of 
W. A. McCarty and R. A. Hardaway, on reporting collections for 
the American Bible Society, and respectfully recommend concur- 
rence, and the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Answer 14, Section 4, Chapter III, page 78, of 
‘ the Discipline, be amended by adding to it the following: “Also 
the amount of contributions received by him for the American 
Bible Society,” so that the clause, as amended, will read as fol- 
lows: “And to report to the Conference the amount raised during 
the year within the bounds of his charge for these several inter- 
ests; also the amount of contributions received by him for the 
American Bible Society.” 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Book Editor to pub- 
lish the contributions to the American Bible Society, thus report- 
ed, in a column of the tabulated statistics in the General Minutes. 

H. F. Jounson, Chairman. 


a B. McFerrin called for the announcement of the Book Com- 


mittee. 

The Committee on Nominations read their report. 

On motion of W. L. Nugent, the action was reconsidered by 
which the number nine was fixed, and the number was settled at 
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thirteen—nine of whom shall be laymen, and four ministers—of 

this number nine are to reside in or near Nashville, and the See- 

retary was instructed to conform the constitution to these changes. 
The Book Committee is constituted as follows: 


NAMES OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 


Dempsey Weaver, James Whitworth, T. D. Fite, Nathaniel 
Baxter, jr., Dr. William Morrow, Judge E. H. East, Dr. William 
H. Morgan, Rev. R. K. Hargrove, Rev. R. A. Young, Nashville, 
Tenn.; John A. Carter, Louisville, Ky.; 5. H. Dunscomb, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; Rev. A. G. Haygood, Oxford, Ga.; Rev. A. S. An- 
drews, Montgomery, Ala. 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the report of the committee on 
nomination of members of the Board of Missions: was reconsid- 
ered. 

J. C. Simmons resigned as a member, and J. B. McFerrin was 
put in his place. R. F. Johnson was substituted by E. R. Hen- 
drix. ‘ 

On motion of J. Hogan, the Conference proceeded to vote for 
the place of holding the next session of the General Conference. 

Waco; Texas, St. Louis, Mo., and Nashville, Tenn., were put in 
nomination. 

Waco received 48 votes, St. Louis 21. 

On motion, Nashville was chosen by a unanimous vote. 

The following resolution was then presented, read, and adopted: 

Whereas, the financial embarrassment of the Southern Method- 
ist Church in Washington City has not been relieved since the 
session of the General Conference in 1874; and whereas, the 
necessity for a well-sustained and truly representative Church at 
the capital of the United States is more imperative now than ever 
before; therefore, 

Resolved, That we renew the recommendation, and reindorse 
the appeal made by the Bishops in 1874, in behalf of the South- 
ern Methodist Church in Washington City. 

W. P. Harrison, 
J. B. Witson. 

On motion of D. C. Kelley, the first article of the Constitution 
of the Board of Missions was amended so as to change seventeen 
to nineteen—the rule was suspended to allow of immediate 
action—a motion to lay on the table not prevailing. 

J. C. Simmons, of the Pacific Conference, and R. K. Hargrove, 
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of the Tennessee Conference, were duly elected members of the 
Board. 

The following elections of editors of Conference papers were 
announced : 

D. R. McAnally, editor of St. Louis Christian Advocate; W. C. 
Johnson, editor of Western Methodist; 1. G. John, editor of Texas 
Christian Advocate; Linus Parker, editor of New Orleans Christian 
Advocate; F.M. Kennedy, editor of Southern Christian Advocate; W. 
B. Parsons, editor of Pacific Methodist, San Francisco, Cal.; Z. 
Meek, editor of Central Methodist; A. G. Haygood, editor of Wes- 
leyan Christian Advocate; J. W. Burke, assistant; R. N. Price and 
J. A. Lyons, editors of Holston Methodist; J. J. Lafferty, editor 
of Richmond Christian Advocate. 

Report No. 8 on Revisal was taken up, to complete action. 

The first item was amended by striking out “non,” and with 
the second item, adopted May 15. The remainder was taken by 
items, and adopted. The report as a whole is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 8 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present, as Report No. 
8, the result of their deliberations with reference to the following 
papers submitted to their consideration, viz.: 

1. Memorials from Wm. Baker, T. L. Boswell, and Wm. F. Har- 
ris, asking the restoration to its former place in the Discipline of 
the question, “Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this 
life?” Concurrence. 

2. Resolution signed by H. P. Walker, J. W. Fitch, and C. W. 
Miller, suggesting additional questions in business of the Annual 
Sonference in relation to the number and condition of the schools 
and colleges under our care, and the committees of examination 
on the course of study. Non-concurrence. 

3. Resolution of T. L. Mellen and W. H. Watkins, suggesting 
insertion of a question in Annual Conference business in relation 
to support and traveling expenses of the Bishops. Your commit- 
tee respectfully recommend non-concurrence, the same being, in 
their judgment, sufficiently provided for in Chapter IX., Section 
3, pages 158, 159, of the book of Discipline. 

4, A series of papers proposing sundry changes in the Disci- 
pline, and signed by S. Black and T. S. Wade, have been considered, 
with the following result: They recommend non-concurrence it 
the proposed change of Answer 7 to Question 4, Section 4, Chap 
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ter V., page 55 of the Discipline, in reference to the election of 
delegates to Annual Conference, and Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. Non-concurrence in proposed change of Section 14, 
Chapter VIII., pages 102, 103, in reference to class-meetings. 
Non-concurrence in the proposed transposition of Section 1, 
Chapter IV., page 111, to Section 4>Chapter III., page 75 of the 
Discipline. Non-concurrence in proposed transposition of Sec- 
tions 2, 3, 4, Chapter XIII., pages 201-220, to page 114. 
Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 
F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Report No. 4 on Boundaries was taken up and read, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON BOUNDARIES. 


1. Your committee have carefully considered the petition of J- 
W. Compton, on behalf of the Walla-Walla District, Columbia 
Conference, praying for a division of the Columbia Conference. 
The committee recommend that the Conference be allowed to 
divide during the next quadrennial, if in their godly judgment 
they think it best. 

2. A petition from the Official Boards of the M. E. Church, 
South, in the city of St. Louis, asking for the reuniting of the 
St. Louis and South-west Missouri Conferences. Also a petition 
from the delegation of the South-west Missouri Conference, oppos- 
ing the union. The committee recommend that they be allowed 
to reunite, provided it can be effected by mutual codperation of 
the Conferences, ad interim. 

3. The memorial of, the Arkansas Conference, praying for a 
certain boundary line between the Arkansas and White River 
Conferences, has been before the committee, and they recommend 
non-concurrence. 

4. A resolution signed by J. J. Roberts and H. C. Allen, con- 
cerning the boundary between the Arkansas and White River 
Conferences, has been considered. The committee recommend 
that all after “Little Red River,” in the Discipline, on page 315, 
paragraph 25, be stricken out, and the following be inserted: 
“Thence to the mouth of Palarm Creek, on the Arkansas River, 
s0 as to include all the present boundary lines of Quitman and 
Mt. Vernon Circuits; thence to the south-east corner of Perry 
county; thence west by the south boundary lines of Perry, Yell, . 
and Scott counties, to the State line; thence with the State line to 
the beginning,” 
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5. A resolution signed by Frank Richardson, James P. Kelly, 
and others, requesting a change in the boundary line between tho 
Tennessee and Holston Conferences, has been considered by your 
committee, and they recommend that no change be made. 

W.S. Buack, Chairman. 

8. X. Hatz, Secretary. 


Item 1 was read, and not adopted—the remainder of the report 
was adopted. 

Report No. 5 on Boundaries was taken up. 

Item 1 was read. 

J. D. Cameron moved to strike out the last line of first para- 
graph, viz., “that no change be made,” and insert the following 
at the conclusion of first paragraph on page 313 of the Discipline: 
“And that portion of Pickens county, Alabama, lying west of the 
Tombigbee River.” 

A motion of 8. X. Hall, to lay the amendment on the table, did 
not prevail. 

A. R. Winfield moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was. put—the amendment was adopted— 
yeas 97, nays 59. . 

Item 2 was read and adopted. 

Item 3 was read and adopted. 

The report, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 5 ON BOUNDARIES. 


1. A memorial from the North Mississippi Conference, and a peti- 
tion from citizens of said Conference; also, a memorial from the 
Quarterly Conference of Tuscaloosa Station and North Port Cir- 
cuit, and a memorial from the Quarterly Conference of Carrollton 
Circuit, North Alabama Conference, concerning the boundary 
line between the North Mississippi and North Alabama Confer- 
ences, have been carefully considered by the committee, and we 
respectfully recommend that the following be inserted at. the 
conclusion of the first paragraph on page 313 of the Discipline: 
“And that portion of Pickens county, Alabama, lying west of the 
Tombigbee River.” 

2. A resolution signed by H.S. Thrall and J.S. Gillett, request- 
ing the reddjustment of the boundary between the West Texas 
and the North-west Texas Conferences, has been considered by 
the committee, and they recommend that these words in the Dis- 
cipline, on page 318, paragraph 31, “thence due west to the San 
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Antonio and Fort Mason road; thence with said road to Fort 
Mason; thence due north to the Colorado River; thence up said 
river with its meanderings to the Big Spring;” be stricken out, 
and the following be inserted: “Thence south to the south-east 
corner of Burnett county; thence west with the line of said 
county to the south-west corner of Llano; thence north to the 
south-west corner of San Saba; thence with the western line of 
said county to the Colorado River; thence along the Colorado 
River to the line between Tom Green and Mitchell counties; 
thence along the south line of Mitchell, Howard, Martin, and 
Andrews counties to New Mexico.” 

3. Your committee have considered a resolution signed by L. 8. 
Reed and W. 8S. Black, concerning Dare Circuit, now supplied by 
preachers from the Virginia Conference. They have examined 
the map and the boundary between the Virginia and North Caro- 
Jina Conferences, and have decided that said circuit is a part of 
the North Carolina Conference, and should be so regarded by both 
Conferences, W. 8S. Buiack, Chairman. 

8. X. HAL, Secretary. 


Report No. 2 on Temperance was taken up, as follows: 


REPORT .NO. 2 ON TEMPERANCE. 

1. Your committee on the subject of temperance would respect- 
fully report that we have carefully examined the papers referred 
to us by your body, viz., one signed by P. P. Ellis and John Y. 
Murry, also one signed by J. S. Johnson, A. B, Stark, and G. W. 
Beard. Each of these papers proposes a change in our General 
Rules on this subject, and as the General Conference of 1874 sub- 
mitted this question to the several Annual Conferences, resulting 
in no change being made, and by reason of other papers in our 
hands, which fully explain our position as a Church, your com- 
mittee would recommend non-concurrence in these two papers. 

2. Your committee have also carefully considered the papers, 
one signed by A. R. Winfield and R. Lane, the other signed by J. 
Y. Murry, J. B. Streater, and T. S. Wade, each in the form of 
preamble and resolutions, and substantially the same, viz.: 

“Whereas, The subject of temperance is at this time specially 
agitated throughout the length and breadth of our common coun- 
try; and whereas, its acceptance and practice by the people 
everywhere is an end devoutly to be prayed for, as the fruits 
thereof are ‘on earth peace, good-will toward men;’ and whereas, 
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temperance is a virtue embodied in the character and life of 
Christianity, and the Church having the right and privilege to 
give out ‘certain sounds’ on this, as on other virtues; therefore, 
be it 

“Resolved, by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, That to make, buy, sell, or use intoxicating liquors, 
as a beverage, is a violation of the professed Christian’s obliga- 
tion, and any one thus falling into error, should be duly admon- 
ished, warned, and dealt with, as directed by ‘the Bible and our 
book of Discipline. 

“Resolved, That this preamble and resolution be published in 
all our Church papers.” 

Your committee recommend concurrence in this preamble and 
resolutions. 

In closing this report, your committee desire to say a few 
words. The Church of God is the true and perfect temperance 
society. The various special temperance organizations may be 
used by Christian men as a workshop for the Church. The 
Church is the light of the world, and this light can never shine 
successfully in the person of a Church-member acting as a buyer 
or seller of intoxicating liquors, to be used as a beverage, whether 
it be in the wholesale store, the drug-store, or the dram-shop. 

The truth remains that ‘wine is a mocker’’—see Prov. xx. 1. 
“Look not thou upon the wine,” for “at the last it biteth like a 
serpent and stingeth like an adder’—Prov. xxiii. 31, 32. “Pure 
religion”’ is not only to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
afflictions, but to keep ourselves “unspotted from the world’— 
James i. 27. “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, 
nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 
is made weak’’—Rom. xiv. 21. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

P. P. Exmis, Chairman. 

Item 1 was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read. 

A motion to lay it on the table did not prevail—yeas 78, 
nays 98. 

R. K. Hargrove moved non-concurrence—this motion was laid 
on the table. 

A. G. Haygood moved to recommit the report. 

A motion by A. R. Winfield to lay this on the table did not 
prevail. 
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On motion of W. W. Jones, the subject was indefinitely post- 
poned—yeas 117, nays 70. 

A beautiful episode then took place. Bishop Pierce delivered 
an affecting address (with a copy of the Bible presented by the 
Conference to each) to the six little boys who acted as diligent 
and courteous pages during the session of the General Conference. 

A. R. Winfield, on behalf of the pages, made a suitable ‘* 
response. 

Bishop Wightman announced that Mrs. Governor Colquitt will 
give a reception to the General Conference at the Executive Man- 
sion, at 8 o’clock this evening. 

Report No. 3 on Sunday-schools was taken up and adopted, as 


follows: 
REPORT NO. 3 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. * 


The committee have considered the resolution signed by T. J. 
Magruder and Samuel Rodgers, in relation to encouraging Sun- 
day-school children to attend upon public worship, and recom- 
mend the following: In Chap. V., Sec. 5, “On Sunday-schools,” 
page 122, after the words “to visit the Sunday-schools as often as 
practicable,” in the third line from the bottom, add “to secure, as 
far as possible, with the aid of officers and teachers and parents, 
the regular attendance of the scholars upon divine service.” 

Respectfully submitted. C. K. Marswa.t, Chairman. 

P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. 


Report No. 4 on Sunday-schools was taken up and adopted, as 


follows: 
REPORT NO. 4 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


1. Your sub-committee, to whom was referred the resolution of 
W. F. Cook and W. H. Potter, suggesting the formation of .a Con- 
nectional Sunday -school Union, together with the resolution 
signed J. L. Parkes, N. T. Lupton, J. B. West, and W. Burr, 
requesting the Committee on Sunday schools to inquire into the 
“expediency of constituting a Sunday-school Board,” beg to rec- 
ommend the following, to wit: That Ans. 4 in Sec. 5, Chap. V., 
page 124, of the Discipline, be altered by striking out the word 
“Secretary,” in the fifth line of answer 4, and inserting the word 
“Kditor” in lieu thereof, so that the answer shall read as fole 
lows: “4. Hach Annual Conference shall elect a Corresponding 
Secretary, to represent the Sunday-school interests of that Con-  * 
ference to the Sunday-school Editor, elected by the General Con- 
ference.” 
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2. That after paragraph 4 of same chapter and section another 
paragraph be inserted, to be’ numbered 5, to read as follows: 
“5. The General Conference shall elect a committec of five, of 
which the Sunday-school Editor shall be chairman, who, with the 
Book Agent, shall provide for the publication of Sunday-school 
books and periodicals, and have the general supervision of our 
Sunday-school interests, with power to appoint a Secretary if it 
is deemed necessary.” 

Respectfully submitted. C. K. essgagd Chairman. 

P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. ; 

The Chair appointed the following to nominate the committee 
called for in item 1 of the foregoing report, to wit: W. Burr, of 
Tennessee Conference; S. Rodgers, of Baltimore Conference; M. 
5. Andrews, of Alabama Conference; R. H. Mahon, of Memphis 
Conference; and A. M. Chrietzberg, of South Carolina Conference. 

Report No. 5 on Sunday-schools was taken up and adopted, as 
follows: 

REPORT NO. 5 ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS., 

Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution inquiring 
into the expediency of preparing “a form of service” for the 
opening of the Sabbath-schools, beg leave to report that, after a 
most exhaustive investigation and discussion, they recommend 
non-concurrence therein, deeming the provisions already existing 
in forms or usages ample for the ends in view. 

Respectfully submitted. C. K. MarsHatu, Chairman. 

P. GALLAGHER, Secretary. 


Report No. 8 on Itinerancy was taken up and adopted, as fol- 


lows: 
REPORT NO. 8 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have considered a resolution 
signed by W. A. Tarwater, J..D. Vincil, and W. W. Jones, pro- 
viding for the insertion in the Discipline of the question, “Are 
you in debt so as to embarrass you?” and do concur with the 
resolution; and respectfully recommend that the question, ‘Are 
you in debt so as to embarrass you?’’ be inserted immediately 
after the question, “Will you recommend fasting or abstinence 
both by precept and example?” which occurs in the answer to 
question 2, “ What method do we use in admitting a preacher into 
full connection at Conference?” Sec. 6, Chap. III., page 83, Dis- 
cipline. Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. AnpREws, Secretary. 
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Report No. 12 on Finance was taken up and adopted, as fol- 

lows: | 
REPORT NO. 12 ON FINANCE. , 

Your Committee on Finance have considered a resolution signed 
by J. D. Giddings, R. Alexander, and I. G. John, “in regard to 
the contraction of debts and oreating liens upon the property 
of the Church, in connection with any of our churches, parsonages, 
institutions of learning, etc., and whether it is advisable and 
practicable to establish a permanent rule or law prohibiting the 
trustees of Church-property from contracting debts and creating 
liens upon such property,” and instructed me to report: 

1. Your committee recommend that in the Discipline, Chapter 
XI., Section 1, Answer 2, next to last line in answer, the words 
“or subscribed” be stricken out, and that the latter part of said 
section, after semicolon, shall read, “and three-fourths of the 
money, according to such estimate, shall be secured before any 
such building shall be commenced.” 

2. Your committee have instructed me farther to report that 
they recommended that a new section, to be numbered “Section 5, 
on creating liens upon Church-property,”’ be added to Chapter 
XI. of the Discipline, at the end of the chapter, as follows: “Sec- 
tion 5, on creating liens upon Church-property. No person or 
persons, or Board of Trustees, shall have authority to make or 
create any mortgage or other contract lien upon Church-prop- 
erty.” R. A. Young, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Wincon, Secretary. 

Report No. 9 on Revisal was taken up. 

Item 1 was adopted. 

Item 2 was read, and adopted, yeas 83, nays 51. 

Item 3 was read, the words “or subscribed” were stricken out, 
and the item was adopted. 

Report No. 9 was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 9 ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present as their report 
No. 9: 

1. That they have considered a resolution signed by C. G. An- 
drews and H. F. Johnson, proposing to amend Answer 1 to Ques- 
tion 7, Section 2, Chapter IL., page 45, of the Discipline, so that = s 
Annual Conferences shall sit with open doors without a vote 
ordering it, and recommend concurrence, and that said answer be 
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stricken out and the following inserted in its place: “Ans. 1, 
The Conference shall proceed with open doors, unless by voto it 
orders otherwise.” 

2. With reference to a memorial from the New Orleans District 
Conference in regard to appointment of class-leaders, your com- 
mittee recommend that Answer 2, Section 4, Chapter IIL, page 75, 
of the Discipline, be amended by inserting “annually” after the 
word “leaders,” so that it will read: “Ans, 2. To appoint all the 
leaders annually, and change them when he sves it necessary.”’ 

3. Respecting a resolution signed J. S. Key, J. B. McGehee, and 
others, asking provision against undue multiplication of churches, 
your committee recommend concurrence, and that the follow- 
ing proviso be added to the Discipline, Chapter XI., Section 1, 
Question 1, Answer 2, pages 172,178: “provided, however, that no 
house of worship shall be built unless the authority of the Quar- 
terly Conference shall first have been obtained ;” so that the answer 
shall read: “In order more effectually to prevent our people from 
contracting debts which they are not able to discharge, it shall be 
the duty of the Quarterly Conference of every circuit and sta- 
tion, where it is contemplated to build a house or houses of wor- 
ship, to secure the ground on which such house or houses are to 
be built, according to our deed of settlement, which deed must 
be legally executed; and also, said Quarterly Conference shall 
appoint a judicious committee of at least three members of our 
Church, who shall form an estimate of the amount necessary to 
build; and three-fourths of the money according to such estimate 
shall be secured before any such building shall be commenced: 
provided, however, that no house of worship shall be built unless 
the authority of the Quarterly Conference shall first have been 
obtained.” 

Respectfully submitted. J. EH, Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

The namesof the Committee on Sunday-schools were announced, 
as follows: N. T. Lupton, J. P. McFerrin, W. A. McCarthy, 
Nashville, Tenn.; J. H. Carlisle, Spartanburg, 8. C.; T. J. Ma- 
gruder, Baltimore, Md. They were elected. 

Report No. 10 on Revisal was taken up and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 10 ON REVISAL, 


Having carefully considered sundry papers referred to them, 
your committee report as follows: 
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1. With the paper signed by W. S. Johnson and G. W. Hayes, and 
asking that Answer 8, Section 5, page 61 of the Discipline, be 
amended by adding after the words “twelve months,” “and a list 
of such names shall be kept, but not registered as members,” we 
respectfully recommend non-concurrence. 

2. With the paper signed by Thomas O. Summers and A. G. Hay- 
good, asking that the word “of” be restored in the heading of 
Article V. of the Twenty-five Articles, we recommend concur- 
rence, so that the heading shall read, “Of the sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures for salvation.” 

3. With the paper signed by R. K. Hargrove and O. R. Blue, ask- 
ing an addition to Answer 2, Section 5, Chapter II., page 61, we 
concur. The whole of Answer 2 will then read thus: “A Secre- 
tary shall be elected annually, at the first meeting after the ses- 
sion of the Annual Conference. He shall make a record of the 
proceedings, and shall keep in a book, and return to the Quarterly 
Conference, ail the statistics which the Discipline requires to be 
reported to an Annual Conference. He shall enter in chrono- 
logical order, in a permanent register, the full names of all who 
shall join the Church, with the time and manner of the reception 
and disposal of each, distinguishing between local elders, deacons, 
and preachers, white persons, colored persons, and Indians; and 
shall make a permanent record of all the baptisms and marriages 
within the congregation; and shall furnish the pastor with an 
alphabetical roll of the Church.” 

4. With the paper signed by John Barcroft and H. W. Foote, ask- 
ing that sundry items of business be transferred from the Quar- 
terly to the District Conference, we respectfully recommend non- 
concurrence, in conformity to a report already made by us, and 
adopted by the Conference. 

5. With the paper signed by Colin Murchison and B. R. Hester, in 
reference to Trustees, we recommend concurrence. As amended, 
Answer 1, Question 2, Section 16, Chapter III., page 109, will read 
thus; “Trustees of our parsonages or churches must be at least 
twenty-one years of age, and must all be members of our Church, 
where proper persons can be had, otherwise one-third of each 
board may be elected from without.” And answer to Question 
1, Section 4, Chapter II., page 52, will read’: “All the traveling 
and local preachers, including superannuated preachers residing . 
within the circuit or station (whether without or within the limits 
of the Annual Conferences to which they belong), with the exhort- 
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ers, stewards, trustees, who are members of the Church, and 
class-leaders, of the respective circuits, stations, missions, together 
with the superintendents of Sunday-schools, who are members 
of the Church, and secretaries of Church Conferences, and none 
others.”’ 

6. With the memorial from the North Carolina Conference, ask- 
ing “to revise and enlarge the Discipline by appending to each 
of the Twenty-five Articles the Scripture proof, the same either 
in full quotations, or by marginal references to the books, chap- 
ters, and verses,”’ we respectfully recommend non-concurrenee. 

7. In reference to the paper signed by 8. Black and J. S. Medley, 
asking that “this General Conference define in unmistakable lan- 
guage what is to be understood by the Constitution of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, South,” your committee think no action 
necessary. 

Respectfully submitted. J. H. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

A motion to meet at 2:30 p.m. was voted down. 

Bishop Pierce announced that the Rev. J. O. A. Clark was 
appointed Agent of the Wesley Monumental Church in Savannah. 

Conference then adjourned with the doxology, and benediction 
by the Secretary. 


Friday Afternoon, May 24, 1878. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Wightman in the 
chair. 

C. K. Marshall conducted divine service. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

W. FI’. Cook, clerical delegate, North Georgia Conference, asked 
and obtained leave of absence, and H. H. Parks, reserve, took his 
place. : 

A motion to suspend the order to allow of reconsideration of 


Report No. 3 on Boundaries did not prevail. 
» Report No. 11 on Revisal was taken up and read, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 11 ON REVISAL, 

The Committee on Revisal, to whom was referred sundry reso- 
lutions, asking for a change of the Ritual for the baptism of 
infants and adults, signed by C. W. Miller, J. W. Fitch, A. H. 
Thomas, S. Black, and others, have had the same under serious 
consideration, and asthe result of their deliberations, beg leave 
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to report that, inasmuch as they all substantially ask for the same 
changes, we report concurrence in the following items: 

1. Strike out on page 201, See. 2, Chap. XIII., the following: 
“all men are conceived and born in sin, and that our Saviour 
Christ saith, Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” and insert, ‘our Sav- 
iour hath taught us that little children are the subjects of his 
kingdom; and forasmuch as all are in need of the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, of which Christian baptism is the 
emblem, and also the sign of covenant relation; and forasmuch 
as our Lord and Master hath commanded his ministers to go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ Also, on same 
page, strike out the word “mercy” and insert the word “grace,” 
and strike out the words “he may be” and insert “being,” so 
that the whole will read: “ Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Sav- 
iour hath taught us that little children are the subjects of his 
kingdom; and forasmuch as all are in need of the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, of which Christian baptism is the 
emblem, and also the sign of covenant relation; and forasmuch 
as our Lord and Master hath commanded his ministers to go and 
disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, I beseech you to eall upon 
God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his boun- 
_teous grace he will grant to this ehild that which by nature he 
cannot have: that being baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, 
and received into Christ’s holy Church, he may be made a lively 
member of the same.” 

2. In the prayer for infants on page 202, Sec. 2, Chap. XIIT., we 
recommend to strike out the words “ wash himand sanctify him with 
the Holy Ghost; that he being delivered from thy wrath may be 
received into the ark of Christ’s Church,” and insert the following: 
“and sanctify him with thy Holy Spirit, that he being received 
into thy Church,” so that it shall read as follows: “Almighty and 
everlasting God, we beseech thee for thine infinite mercies, that’ 
thou wilt look upon this child, and sanctify him with thy Holy 
Spirit, that he being received into thy Church, and being stead- 
fast in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in love, may so pass 
the waves of this troublesome world that finally he may come to 
the land of everlasting life, there to reign with thee, world with- 
out end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
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3. In the prayer on page 204, Sec. 2, Chap. XIIL., strike out the 
words, “out of his most precious side both water and blood,” and 
substitute the words “his most precious blood,” so that it shall 
read as follows: “Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly- 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed 
his most precious blood, and gave commandment to his disciples, 
that they should go teach all nations, and baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
regard, we beseech thee, the supplications of thy congrega- 
tion; and grant that this child, now to be baptized, may receive ~ 
the fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the number of 
thy faithful and elect children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

4. In the office of adult baptism, pages 207, 208, Sec. 3, Chap. 
XIII., strike out the whole of the exhortation, and substitute 
the following in its place: “Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God, and need the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, of which Christian bap- 
tism is the emblem, and that our Saviour Christ saith, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God: I 
beseech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that of his bounteous goodness he will grant to this person 
that which by nature he cannot have: that being baptized with 
water and the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church, 
he may be made a lively member of the same.” 

5. On page 214, Sec. 3, Chap. XIII., in the last prayer, strike 
out the words, ‘did shed out of his most precious side both water 
and blood,” and substitute the words “did shed his precious 
blood,” so that the whole shall read as follows: “Almighty, ever- 
living God, whose most dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of our sins, did shed his most precious blood; and 
gave commandment to his disciples, that they go teach all nations, 
and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: regard, we beseech thee, the supplications of 
this congregation; and grant that this person, now to be baptized, 
may receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the 
number of thy faithful and elect children, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” : 

6. A resolution signed by W. Mooney, and others, asking 
changes of the Discipline, on page 202, Sec, 2, Chap. XIIL, just 
such as we have recommended for your adoption in the foregoing 
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portion of this report, is returned to the Conference, and we ask 
to be released from its farther consideration. 
All of which is respectfully submitted for your adoption. 
J. EH. Evans, Chairman. 
F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Item 1, on motion of A. G. Haygood, was indefinitely post- 


poned. 

Item 2, on motion of A. R. Winfield, was indefinitely post- 
poned. c 

The farther consideration of the report was indefinitely post- 
poned. 


Report No. 12 on Revisal was taken up. 

Items 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, were read and adopted. 

On motion of D.C. Kelley, the remainder was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

REPORT NO. 12 ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal respectfully offer the following as 
Report No. 12: 

1. In regard to the memorial of the Baltimore Conference, ask- 
ing a revision of Discipline, with a view of a more stringent rule 
in the readmission of members who have been expelled, the com- 
mittee recommend non-concurrence. 

2. A resolution signed Paul Whitehead and J. E. Edwards, 
requesting the addition of certain words to Chap. VIL., Sec. 1, 
paragraph 5, and also the same change in Chap. VILI., Sec. 3, para- 
graph 5, in regard to the reception into the Church of expelled 
ministers and members, is disapproved, and for the reason that 
no farther legislation is deemed necessary, the law at present 
being sufficiently precise and comprehensive. 

3. The committee having considered a resolution signed H. V. 
Philpott and J. D. Giddings, asking a change in Discipline in 
regard to duties of Presiding Elders, the resolution proposing to 
insert the words “to be present, if practicable, at two of the Quar- 
terly Conferences during the year,” recommend non-concurrence, 

4. The resolution of 8.8. Bryant and L. 8. Burkhead, proposing 
to have the General Rules read in Church Conference instead of 
in each congregation, is not approved, and the committee recom- 
mend non-concurrence. 

5. A second resolution from the same (in same paper), proposing 
a change of Discipline, page 50, Ques. 1, Ans. 3, with a view of 
making the Presiding Elder, instead of the Bishop, the President 
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of the District Conference, is disapproved, and non-concurrence 
is recommended. 

6. The committee recommend non-concurrence in regard to the 
resolution of the North Carolina Conference, requiring pastors to 
report to the Annual Conference the number of accessions during 
the year. 

7. The paper signed J. W. Rush and W. A. McCarty, asking 
the restoration of the question, “Are you in debt?” to its proper 
place in Discipline, to be put in the examination of preachers 
applying for membership in full connection, is not approved, and 
the committee advise non-concurrence. 

8. The resolution of J. 8. Gillett and D. H. Connally, proposing 
to make a law for the reception of members from the M. HE. 
Church on a presentation of a certificate, is returned, with the 
recommendation that no additional legislation is necessary. : 

9. A resolution from J. D. Giddings and J. C. C. Winch, asking 
the General Conference to establish a judiciary committee of fif- 
teen, ete., is not approved—non-concurrence is recommended. 

10. A resolution signed A. H. Thomas and T. L. Boswell, seek- 
ing a change in Discipline which shall restrict the term of service 
of Presiding Elders, is disapproved, and non-concurrence recom- 
mended. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


J. E. Evans, Chairman. 
F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Report No. 13 on Finance was taken up and adopted, as fol- 


lows: 
REPORT NO. 138 ON FINANCE. 


Your Finance Committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
signed by W. 8S. Johnson and A. R. Winfield, requesting your 
committee to consider the expediency of providing for a financial 
report to cover the time between the fourth Quarterly Confer- 
ence and the session of the Annual Conference, have duly consid- 
ered the same, and have instructed me to report that they do not 
consider that there is any legislation required on the subject. 

R. A. Youne, Chairman. 

J.C. C. Winou, Secretary. 

A motion to suspend the order of business to allow certain 
reports to be taken up did not prevail. 

Report on the Hymn-book was taken up, and indefinitely post 
poned. Itisas follows: — 
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REPORT ON THE HYMN-BOOK. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the subject of 4 new 
and abridged Hymn-book, after mature reflection, have come to 
the following conclusions, and herewith report: 

That our publishing interests at the present time do not justify 
the undertaking of such an enterprise, however desirable. Be- 
sides, measures have been taken with a view to the assembling, 
at an early period, of an Ecumenical Council, to be composed of 
representatives of all the families of Methodism in the world. 
Steps have also been initiated by which the subject of a Hymn- 
book adapted for universal use in all branches of the Church will 
be brought prominently before that General Council. Looking 
hopefully for the accomplishment of so desirable an object, we 
deem it more economical and discreet to defer any action on the 
matter for the present. But, in view of the fact that a demand 
exists for a small Hymn-book, for social, prayer, and minor meet- 
ings, your committee recommend the compilation and publication, 
at the earliest day practicable, of such a book, and that a com- 
mittee of nine be appointed by the Bishops to compile and pre- 
pare such a volume, in a cheap form, for publication. -We think 
these views cover all the essential features of the resolutions sub- 
mitted to us from the Missouri Conference, and signed by John 
D. Vincil; also one signed by C. K. Marshall and T. L. Mellen; 
also one signed by S. W. Moore and W. W. Bennett; also one 
signed by W. H. Foster and W. H. N. Magruder. 

We have also carefully examined the resolution signed by W. 
H. Watkins and C. G. Andrews, inquiring into the propriety of 
publishing our existing forms of baptism and the reception of 
members into the Church in all the editions of our Hymn-book 
hereafter, and recommend the adoption of the plan, and that the 
Book Editor be so instructed, and the committee discharged. 

C. K. Marsan, Chairman. 


° 


Jos. S. Kry, Secretary. 


Report No. 14 on Finance was taken up, and indefinitely post- 
poned. It is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 14 ON FINANCE. 


Your committee, to whom were referred a resolution signed by 
O. A. Darby and H. A. C. Walker, on financial and statistical 
blanks, have considered the same, and have examined the accom- 
panying samples of blanks, and because a very superior form of 
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blanks for this purpose has been stereotyped by our Publishing 
House, and their practicability has sustained the test of experi- 
ence, have instructed me to report that they do not feel called 
upon to recommend the blanks furnished. 

R. A. Youne, Chairman. 
J.C, C. Wincn, Secretary. ; 


Report No. 13 on Revisal was taken up, as follows: 


REPORT NO, 138 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal have carefully considered the sev- 
eral papers referred from J. W. Hinton, J. 8S. Key, J. B. McGehee, 
J. E. Evans, and others, relating to the trial and appeal of trav- 
eling preachers, and beg leave to report: 

The subject was presented, and has been considered in all 
its aspects, with a view of harmonizing the Constitution and the 
law, the design of the committee being to have a coherent system 
of trial and appeals adapted to all the ends of justice, mercy, and 
truth, in our Church polity. 

The committee call attention to the fifth Restrictive Article as 
the basis and beginning of such a system. This Article says: 
“They shall not do away the privilege of our ministers or preach- 
ers of trial by a committee, and of appeal.” [Fifth Restrictive 
Article, page 37 Discipline.] This is constitutional law, and cannot 
be subverted, directly or indirectly, by any statutory provisions in 
conflict with its letter and spirit. First, it guarantees the right 
of trial by a committee, in contradistinction to trial before a whole 
Conference. The existing law of trial conforms to this constitu- 
tional requisition, but it needs some extension to more fully meet 
the demands of a wise administration. Secondly, the right of 
appeal is not denied in terms of existing law, but it is only 
allowed to be exercised in a way to defeat practically its proper 
design, and, therefore, is in conflict with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, which is to give a condemned minister a speedy remedy 
for the wrong inflicted upon him, if his condemnation was unjust. 
He can (as the law now stands) only appeal to the General Con- 
ference, which mects quadrennially, and his appeal cannot be 
heard and decided, often, until years have passed. Your commit- 
tee think that an appeal which may be delayed for four years is 
virtually denied, and all its ends defeated. The appellant must 
often linger in suspense, and under degradation, ruined finan- 
cially by the loss of employment, blasted in reputation beyond 
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recovery, and moreover he is liable to die covered with the odium 
of crimes and penalties which a speedy appeal might avert. Such 
delay is not in accord with the right of appeal as exercised by 
local preachers and lay members of the Church, these classes of 
our people having a speedy redress of their wrongs in appellate 
courts. Why should this large and prominent class—itinerant 
preachers—be subjected to such unnecessary delay? 


Again, the distance and expense incidental to an appeal to the _ 


General Conference greatly add to the difficulties in the applica- 
tion of the law of appeal, as it now exists. A poor preacher, a 
thousand miles from the session of the General Conference, is sub- 
jected to a cruel hardship if he is compelled to attend to prosecute 
his appeal. In the meantime, agitation and strife may do much 
damage to the section in which the accused may reside, which 
might be allayed by a quicker termination. For these and other 
reasons which might be assigned, the committee recommend the 
following system of trial and appeal for traveling preachers, ask- 
ing that Sections 2 and 8, pages 127, 134, and Section 1, page 
146, of Discipline, be removed, except so far as they may agree 
with the offered sections, and the committee recommend the 
adoption of these sections in their stead: 


Srcrion II., Pacr 127. 


Ques. 1. To whom is a traveling preacher amenable for his con- 
duct? 

Ans. To the Annual Conference, which shall have power to try, 
acquit, suspend, or expel him, as herein provided. 

Ques. 2. What shall be done when a traveling preacher is accused 
of immorality? 

Ans. If in the interval of the Conference, let the Presiding 
Elder, in the absence of the Bishop, call as many traveling preach- 
ers as he may think proper—at least three—and if possible bring 
the accused and accuser face to face. This committee shall be one 
of inquiry, and shall report whether there is sufficient ground for 
atrial. If a trial is necessary, the Presiding Elder shall summon 
a committee of not less than five nor more than thirteen, who 
shall, under his presidency, constitute a court for the trial of the 
case. 

The committee shall meet, if practicable, in the section of the 
alleged offense, to give the best opportunity for the arraying of 
testimony for and against the accused; but if the Presiding Elder 
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judges it expedient, and the accused consent, the trial may be had 
elsewhere than in the bounds of the pastoral charge. 

If the alleged offense is said to have been committed beyond the 
bounds of the preacher’s own Conference, and within the limits 
of another Annual Conference, any Presiding Elder may take 
jurisdiction of the case in whose District the offense may have 
been committed, and shall have authority to proceed as above in 

the trial of the ease. He shall make an official report of the trial 
to the next session of the Annual Conference to which the accused 
preacher belongs. , 

If the accused be a Presiding Elder, any three traveling elders 
or deacons of his District may inquire into the case, and, if they 
judge it necessary, report to the Bishop. If with this report 
there are also furnished written charges and specifications, signed 
by these three traveling elders or deacons, or by a member of our 
Church, then the Bishop shall call together a committee of at 
least five elders or deacons, one of whom shall be appointed presi- 
dent by the Bishop, and they shall try the case. Should no writ- 
ten charges and specifications be furnished the Bishop, he shall 
appoint a committee of three elders or deacons to investigate the 
reports and accusations, and to make out a bill of charges and 
specifications, a copy of which shall be furnished the accused a 
sufficient time before the trial to allow preparation for a defense. 

Right of challenge for cause shall be unlimited, the objection to 
be decided by the president of the trial committee. 

If the accused be condemned by a majority of the committee, 
the president of the court shall pronounce him expelled, or sus- 
pended, as the court may determine when they render the ver- 
dict; and this shall be the law in all trials of traveling preachers. 

Counsel shall be allowed, if desired, who shall be of our Church; 
and the accused may appeal to the next session of the Annual 
Conference, if he give notice at the time of his trial of his inten- 
tion to appeal, or as soon as he is officially informed of its result. 

When accusations are made at the session of the Annual Con- 
ference, the same proceedings shall be observed as in the trial of 
other elders or deacons. 

Ques. 3. What shall be done in case of improper tempers, words, 
or actions? 

Ans. The preacher offending shall be reprehended by his senior 
in office. Should a second offense take place, one, two, or three 
witnesses are to be taken: if he be not then cured, accusations 

17 
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shall be preferred, and he shall be dealt with as in cases of immor- 
ality—the trial to be conducted as before cited, and the several 
rights and duties to be allowed and performed. 

Ques. 4. What shall be done with those ministers or preachers 
who holdand disseminate, publicly and privately, doctrines which 
are contrary to our Articles of Religion? 

Ans. Let the same process be observed as in cases of immorality; 
but if the minister or preacher so offending does solemnly engage 
not to disseminate such erroneous doctrines in public or in pri- 
vate, he shall be borne with until his case can be laid before the 
Annual Conference. If he does not give satisfaction to the Con- 
ference by a statement and defense of his views on doctrines, he 
shall be dealt with as in cases of immorality: provided he does not 
voluntarily retire from the Conference and the Church. 


Sxcrion III., Pace 134. 


Ques. What shall be done with a preacher on trial who is 
accused of immorality? 

Ans. He shall be dealt with according to the law for the trial 
of local preachers, not only as to immorality, but in all other 
cases; and a preacher on trial shall be responsible to the Quar- 
terly Conference of the pastoral charge that he may be serving at 
the time: provided, if the offense was committed beyond the bounds 
of his circuit or station, his case shall be tried by the Quarterly 
Conference where the offense was committed. 

Ques. 5. When accusations or charges are not made until the 
session of the Annual Conference, what steps shall be taken in all 
the above-mentioned cases? 

Ans. Let a committee of three ministers be appointed to inves- 
tigate the accusations, and report to the Conference whether a 
trial is necessary; if atrial is called for, the President of the Con- 
ference shall appoint a committee of not less than five elders or 
deacons, to try the case, and one of the Canference secretaries 
shall attend, to record the proceedings of the trial. The charges 
and specifications, if not furnished by the accuser, shall be made 
out by the investigating committee. The President of the Con- 
ference shall appoint a prosecutor to represent the Church in the 
trial. Counsel shall be allowed the accused if desired, in all cases 
of trial and appeal, who shall be of our Church. 

If the accused be condemned by the vote of a majority of the 
trial committee, the president of the court shall pronounce such 
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penalty of expulsion or suspension as the court may adjudge 
proper in the case. The proceedings in the trial shall be reported 
to Conference, and the judgment made matter of record. Right 
of appeal shall be allowed from this court to the appellate court 
at the same session, or to the next session, or as soon as the court 
can be assembled to try the appeal. 


CuartTer VII, Section I., Pace 146. 


1, Each Annual Conference shall.organize a court of appeals, 
to hold their authority for a term of four years, if deemed proper 
by the Conference, otherwise to be appointed annually. The 
President of the Conference shall appoint a committee of not less 
than five clerical members of the Conference, to be called the 
Appeal Committee, who shall be presided over by the President 
of the Conference, or some one appointed by him to preside. The 
appellate court shall have authority to reverse the verdict of 
the court below, or to remand for a new trial. 

2. A traveling preacher, tried and condemned in the interval 
of an Annual Conference, shall have the right of appeal to this 
court of his own Conference, or, if preferred, to the appellate 
court of an adjacent Conference. He shall have access to all the 
proceedings of the court which tried his case, and the proceedings 
of such court shall be the matter to be investigated on appeal— 
the proceedings of the trial committee shall be presented ‘to the 
Conference by the president of the trial, or secretary, duly 
signed by these officers. Appellant must give notice of his inten- 
tion to appeal at the time of his condemnation, or as soon as he 
is officially informed of the result of the trial. 

The appellate court shall have jurisdiction in the trial of all 
appeals of local preachers, and shall have authority to reverse the 
verdict of 2 Quarterly Conference, and to remand for a new trial. 

In the case of traveling preachers, the General Conference shall 
review the decisions of questions of law contained in the written 
records and documents transmitted to it from the appellate court, 
and where serious error, prejudicial to the interests of the accused, 
shall be discovered, shall take such action as justice may require. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
x J. H. Hvans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

A motion of A. R. Winfield, to lay the report on the table as 
unfinished business, was not adopted. 
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A motion was made to act on it by items—a motion to lay it on 
the table did not prevail. 

On motion of M. S. Andrews, the subject was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Report No. 17 on Finance was taken up, amended, and adopted, 


as follows: 
REPORT NO. 17 ON FINANCE. 


Extract from the will of Mrs. Ann Christian Kent, deccased: 
“19, I give to A. H. Redford, Agent of the Publishing House of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, or his successor in office, 
the sum of three thousand dollars, to be controlled by said Agent, 
for the use of said Church, in spreading and disseminating the 
gospel among mankind; to be thus applied by said Agent under 
the direction of the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, making any such disposition of said property 
as the General Conference shall judge best calculated to promote 
the object of this trust, as herein stated.” _ 

Resolved, That this General Conference directs that this sum of 
three thousand dollars be placed in the hands of A. H. Redford, 
Agent of the Publishing House, or his successor in office, and the 
interest thereof be paid annually to the Treasurer of the Board 
of Missions. Rk, A. Youne, Chairman. 

R. A. Young, chairman of the Committee on Finance, read a 
verbal report that a bequest of ten thousand dollars was made by 
J. T. Colvin, to the widows and orphans of the traveling preach- 
ers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; whereupon, on 
motion of D. C. Kelley, it was 

Resolved, That the Agent be, and is hereby, authorized and 
instructed to pay out to the several Annual Conferences the 
interest accruing upon this fund, pro rata upon the basis of the 
- amount assigned by the Joint Board of Finance for the benefit 
of the widows and orphans of the Annual Conferences. 

J.O. A, Clark moved to advise the Agent that the money be 
invested. in United States bonds. This motion was laid on the 
table. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Report No. 7 on Publishing Interests was taken up. 

Item 1 was adopted. 

Item 2 was read, and W. Mooney moved to amend by striking > 
out “$2 50,” and inserting “$2.” This motion did not prevail, 
and the item was adopted. 


peat a 
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Item 3 was read, amended, and adopted. 
The report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 7 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


1. Your Committee on Publishing Interests beg leave to report 
that they have considered the resolutions referred to them of Drs. 
Marshall and Oliver, asking attention to “the practicability of 
preparing or obtaining material for the history of our Church, 
with a view to early publication,” and that they fully appreciate 
the importance of such a movement. The passing opportunities 
for collecting and preparing such materials should not be lost— 
the history must be written—will be written. We recommend 
the following resolutions for the adoption of the General Confer- 
ence: 
Resolved, That a faithful history of the M. E. Church, South, is 


an important chapter in the annals of the Church of Jesus Christ 


in the nineteenth century, and it should be preserved and put to 
record. 

Resolved, That the Book Editor of the M. E. Church, South, be 
instructed to collect such materials as may be essential in prepar- 
ing said history, and that our brethren everywhere be requested 
to reclaim such items of interest as may have been forgotten, and 
to collect all interesting facts in their power, and report to the 
Book Editor, to be carefully preserved by him. 

2. Your committee has also considered the relations of the 
Christian Advocate published at Nashville to the other weekly 
newspapers published in the interest of our Church, and respect- 
fully report for the adoption of the Conference the following res- 
olution: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Nashville Christian Advocate should be pub- 
lished at a price that would not. undermine and destroy its less 
fortunate competitors in the field of Sduthern Methodist journal- 
ism, and we believe that $2 50 per annum is the lowest price at 
which it should be issued. 

3. The committee has also considered the paper signed by T. 
L. Mellen and others, respecting the publication by the Book 
Agent of books, etc., in which he has a personal interest, and 
recommend the adoption of the following, to be inserted among 
the regulations of the Publishing House: “The Agent of the 
Publishing House shall devote his entire time and attention ta 
the business of the Publishing Honse, and during the continu 
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ance of his agency he shall not publish at the Publishing House 
any book, tract, pamphlet, or paper, in which he is personally 
and pecuniarily interested, either directly or indirectly, as author 
or otherwise, except upon a written contract with the Book Com- 
mittee.” 
Respectfully submitted. J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 
Davip Morton, Secretary pro tem. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted: 
Resolved, That when the Book Committee shall have ascertained 
definitely the amount of legitimate indebtedness of the Southern 
Methodist Publishing House, and, after exhausting all other 
resources committed to them for the payment thereof, it should 
be discovered that there are still debts which remain unprovided 
for, and cannot otherwise be paid, we regard these debts as debts 
of the Church, contracted by its authorized agencies, which honor 
and Christian integrity alike require us to pay. 
W. L. Nugent, 
R. K. Hararove, 
D. C. Keiuey. 


Report No. 9 of the Committee on Itinerancy was taken up. . 
Item 1 was read and adopted. 

Item 2 was read and adopted. 

The report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 9 ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have had under consideration a 
communication signed by J. Boring, W. F. Cook, and W. H. Pot- 
ter, asking that certain changes be made in the Discipline relat- 
ing to the ordination of deacons and elders. In answer to said 
request, the committee recommend, . 

1. That Chapter III., Section 11, page 92, of the Discipline, be 
amended by adding to the answer to question 2 these words: 
“Provided, that if he has been a local preacher three years suc- 
cessively, and on trial in the traveling ministry for one year next 
following, he shall be eligible to the office of a deacon on obtain- 
ing the approbation of the Annual Conference.” 

2. That Chapter III., Section 11, pages 93, 94, of the Disci- 
pline, be amended by adding to the answer to question 3 these 


words: “Provided, that if he has been a local deacon for three — 


years successively, and on trial in the traveling ministry one year 


1878.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 263 


next following, he shall be eligible to the office of an elder on 
obtaining the approbation of the Annual Conference.” 
Joun S. Martin, Chairman. 

C. G. ANDREWS, Secretary. 

Report No. 4 on Publishing Interests was taken up. 

At his own request, the name of E. EH. Wiley was removed, and 
the name of C. G. Andrews was put in his place. 

The report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 4 ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


Your committee have had before them resolutions signed by B. 
Craven, A. W. Wilson, N. T. Lupton, E. E. Wiley; also a resolu- 

tion signed by R. N. Sledd, Thomas Branch, L. 8S. Reed; and a 
“series of resolutions, signed by A. B. Stark, J. H. Brunner—all 
desiring the establishment of a Review in some appropriate form. 

After extensive consultation with members of the General Con- 
ference, and mature consideration of various propositions and 
plans, the committee is of opinion that such a publication is nec- 
essary for the Church—that we must have under our control a 
periodical in which to state and discuss the higher problems of _ 
religious, literary, and scientific thought, and maintain our rightful 
position in the advancing culture of the age. 

From investigations made, we belicve a Review can be published 
without any financial responsibility assumed by the General Con- 
ference, and we do not believe that our past experience is conclu- 
sive proof against the success of plans now within ourreach. In 
order, therefore, to secure the publication of a Review, properly 
guarded, and by what appears to be the best available means, and 
in order to provide, as far as possible, against such publications 
by parties unauthorized, irresponsible, and subject to no super- 
vision of the Church, we recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That B. Craven, of North Carolina Conference; T. M. 
Finney, St. Louis; J. W. Hinton, South Georgia; N. T. Lupton, 
Tennessee; C. W. Miller, Kentucky; F. A. Mood, Texas; A. B. 
Stark, Louisville; A. W. Wilson, Baltimore; C.G. Andrews, North 
Mississippi; R. A. Young, Tennessee; be appointed a committee, 
to whom shall be committed the whole subject of a Review; and 
the said committee is authorized to publish a Review, under the 
auspices of the General Conference, at such time and place and in 
such manner as they may find expedient, providing for the edi- 
torial department and all other matters touching said Review, but 
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without any pecuniary liability by the Publishing House, the Gen- 
eral Conference, or the Church. J. B. McFerrin, Chairman. 

J. E. Coss, Secretary. 

Report No. 20 on Revisal was taken up and read, and, on motion 
of A. G. Haygood, was indefinitely postponed. 

Report No. 15 on Revisal was taken up and read. 

A. R. Winfield moved that it be indefinitely postponed. 

L. M. Lee offered an amendment. 

S. Rodgers moved to lay it on the table. This motion did not 
prevail. 

A motion to reconsider a former action, by which the Confer- 
ence refused to strike out the words “the pastoral instruction of 
children,” prevailed. : 

The words “the pastoral instruction of children” were stricken 
out. 

C. G. Andrews moved to strike out item 5, and M. H. Neely 
moved to lay that motion on the table—this motion prevailed. 

D. G. Godwin moved the previous question—the call was sus- 
tained—the question was put, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT NO. 15 ON REVISAL. 
‘The Committee on Revisal beg leave to submit Report No. 15, 
as follows: 

They have had under consideration papers referred on the order 
of the Quarterly Conference business, and recommend the fol- 
lowing arrangement of the questions prescribing the order of 
Quarterly Conference business: 

1. Are there any appeals? 

2. Are there any complaints? 

3. Is there a written report from the preacher in charge, of the 
number and state of the Sunday-schools? 

4. Is there a written report from the preacher in charge, on the 
general state of the Church? [Let this report embrace the 
names of those baptized, or in any other way received into the 
Church, and of those who have died, removed, withdrawn, or 
have been expelled during the quarter. ] 

5. What were the estimated claims, and what the final settle- 
ment of the same, in the charge the past year? 

6. What amount has been estimated by the Board of Stewards 
for the support of the preacher in charge (and his assistant) for 
the present year? [1 or 2.] 
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7. What amounts have been apportioned to this aie by the 
‘District Stewards? [1 or 2.] 

(1.) For the Presiding Elder? 

(2.) For the Bishops? 

(3.) For the Conference claimants? 

8. What amount has been raised the present quarter for the 
support of the ministry, and how has it been applied? [Let the 
answer to this question embrace only the sum raised and paid on 
the claims of the Presiding Elder and the preachers. ] 

9. What has been raised the present quarter for other objects? 

10. Are there any applications for license to preach or exhort? 

11. Who are elected to fill vacancies in the Boards of Trus- 
tees? 

12. What.is doing for the cause of missions? 

13. What is doing for the cause of education? [2.] 

14, Have the General Rules been read? [3.] 

15. Is there a Church-register belonging to this charge, and has 
it been faithfully kept? [3.] 

16. Have the local preachers and exhorters passed an exam- 
ination of character, and have their licenses been renewed? 
[3 or 4.] 

17. Are there any applications for recommendation to the An- 
nual Conference to be admitted on trial into the traveling con- 
nection, or for readmission? [4.] 

18. What local preachers are recommended to the Annual Con- 
ference for ordination? [4.] 

19. Who are elected Stewards for the ensuing Conference 
year? [4.] 

20. Who is elected Recording Steward? [4.] 

21. Who are elected District Stewards? .[4.] 

22. Who are elected Sunday-school superintendents? [4.] 

23. Are there any reports from the Trustees of Church-prop- 
erty? [4.] 

24. What are the statistics to be reported to the Annual Con- 
ference? [4.] 

25. Is there any miscellancous business? 

26. Where shall the next Quarterly Conference be held? 

[Norz.—The questions followed by figures are to be asked only 
at the Quarterly Conferences indicated by the numbers. ] 

Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. i 
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John S. Martin, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, pre- 


sented report Sias 12 of that committee, which was read and - 


adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. 12 ON ITINERANCY. 
The Committee on Itinerancy have considered a paper signed 


by P. H. Whisner and Samuel Rodgers, asking that the Discipline 


be so changed as to provide for the appointment of a committee 
to whom shall be referred all applications for the supernumerary 
and superannuated relation, and do recommend non-concurrence. 
Joun 8. Martin, Chairman. 
C. G. ANDREWs, Secretary. 3 


Report No. 18 on Revisal was taken up, and indefinitely post- 
poned. It is as follows: 


REPORT NO. 18 ON REVISAL. 


Resolutions of W. S. Black, W. H. Bobbitt, and others, pro- 
posing to insert after paragraph 3, Chapter XI., Section 4, pages 
180, 181, a new paragraph, to be numbered “4,” respectfully 
recommend that the following be inserted as above indicated: 

“4, The trustees of District property, with the advice of the Pre- 
siding Elder and the District Conference, shall have power to sell 
a District parsonage, or any District property which has gone out 
of use, or should be removed to another place, the proceeds of 
which shall be invested in other District property, under the 
direction of the Presiding Elder and the District Conference.” 

Respectfully submitted. J. H. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

On motion of A. R. Winfield, the Bishops were requested to 
appoint annually a week of prayer. 

D. C. Kelley moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
Montana Conference was organized. 

This was indefinitely postponed, on motion of D. Morton. 

A motion to reconsider the action fixing the boundary line 
between North Alabama and North Mississippi Conferences did 
not prevail. 

On motion of W. G. Veal, the Course of Study for traveling 
and local preachers is to be printed in the Appendix to the Disci- 
pline. 

The following resolution was offered, read, and adopted—the 
rules being suspended for immediate action: 
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Resolved, That Chapter III., Section 2, Answer 9, of the Disci- 
pline, be amended by striking out all of the first clause down to 
the word “to” in the fourth line, page 71, so that the answer 
shall read, “to divide a circuit, station, or mission, into two or 
more, when he judges it necessary.”’ 

Joun 8. Martin, A. W. WItson, 

C. G. AnpRrews, R. H. Manon, 

J. HE. Evans, C. W. MILLER, 

R. A. Youne, JESSE BoRING, 
P."A. PETERSON. 


The following resolutions were offered, read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the action of this Conference, in refusing to 
adopt Report No. 7 on Revisal, touching daneing and other sin- 
ful amusements, is not to be understood as giving encouragement 
to the practices therein condemned, but simply as a declaration 
of the judgment of the Conference, that the General Rule which 
forbids the “taking such diversions as cannot be used in the 
name of the Lord Jesus,” asexplained and applied in the Addresses 
of the Bishops in 1870 and 1874, which were adopted by the Gen- 
eral Conference, is the law of the Church on these subjects, and 
is sufficient, if faithfully enforced, to correct the evils complained 
of in said report. J. HE. Evans, J.S. Marvin, 

A.S. ANDREWs, SamurL RopGeErs, 
J. B. McFrrrin. 


Resolved, That the Sunday-school Editor be requested to assist 
the Book Editor in preparing the new Discipline for the press. 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be, and he is hereby, instructed 
to publish, as soon as possible, the Journal of this session of the 
' General Conference, and the new Discipline. 

Resolved, That while we recognize the great good that has 
resulted from the visits of our Bishops to the District Confer- 
ences, still, in view of the arduous work before them in attending 
the sessions of the Annual Conferences, the General Conference 


leaves this matter entirely to their option and convenience. 
A. R. WINFIELD, 
A. Hunter. 


Resolved, That this General Conference is greatly indebted to 
Dr. Thomas O. Summers and his able assistant secretarics 
(including the efficient stenographer and reporter), for their 
faithfulness in reporting the proceedings of this session of the 
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Conference, and for the correctness with which the Minutes have 
been kept. J. W. Pauuert, P. GALLAGHER, 
Txos. P. SUMMERS, 


Resolved, That we, the members of this General Conference, 
hereby tender to the authorities and citizens, the Churches and 
pastors of Atlanta, our hearty thanks for the kind, generous, and 
delightful manner in which they have received and entertained 
us in their hospitable homes and churches. 

Resolved, That our thanks are due to the various railroad offi- 
cials for reduced fare; to the reporters of the Daily Constitution 
(Atlanta), and the Morning News (Savannah), as well as to the 
Daily Christian Advocate, for faithful reports and kindly notices, 
and to Mr. Stewart and assistants for constant attentions. 

D.C. Krtiry, W. H. Morrow, 
W. Mooney, W. Burr. 


Resolved, That the next General Conference shall meet at 9 
A.M., on the first Wednesday in May, 1882. C. G. ANDREWS, 
A. R. WINFIELD. 


Resolved, That the Book Agent, with the approval of the Book 
Editor, the Book Committee, and one of the Bishops, be allowed 
to publish at pleasure, in the interest of the General Conference, 
a small hymn or song book suited to revival, prayer, and social 
meetings. C. K. MarsHALL, 

; |W. H. Foster. 

The Minutes were read and confirmed. 

The time of adjournment having arrived, the Chair called on 
the venerable senior Bishop to lead in prayer—which he didin a 
most impressive manner—the doxology was sung—the benedic- 
tion was pronounced by Bishop Wightman, and thus closed the 
eighth session of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South; the next session to be in Nashville, Tenn., 


the first Wednesday in May, 1882. . 
Rozsert Paine, GroreR F, Prerce, 
Husparp H. Kavanaveu, WitiraM M. Wicurman, 
Davin 8. Doacert, Houianp N. McT verre, 


Joun ©. Kerner. 
Tuomas O. Summers, Secretary. 
Artious G. Hayaoon, 
S. H. Bascock, \ asian Secretaries. . 
W. C. Jounson, 


APPENDIX. 


REPORT NO. 5 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present as Report No. 5, that they 
have had under patient consideration a number of papers, with reference to 
which they recommend as set forth in the following itemized statement, to 
wit: 

1. A memorial from the North Carolina Conference, asking that local preach- 
ers be tried by the District Conference, and tried only by local preachers. The 
first point has been previously reported upon, and we recommend non-concur- 
rence in the latter. : 

2. A resolution signed by John EH. Edwards and Thomas Branch, touching 
the lodging of complaint against a Bishop. Non-concurrence. 

8. Resolution signed J. B. McGehee, Young Ewing, and J. M. Matthews, 
referring to Constitution and business of District Conference. Non-concur- 
rence, except at such point as have already favorably reported upon. 

4. A resolution signed by Wellborn Mooney, J. B. Allison, D. C. Kelley, and 
others, authorizing the Presiding Elder to appoint a traveling elder to preside 
over the Quarterly Conference in his absence. Non-concurrence. 

5. A resolution signed D. G. Godwin, A. H. Thomas, and W. T. Harris, on 
the subject of stewards; non-concurrence. But your committee recommend 
that Article 5, Section 16, Chapter III., page 110, be stricken from the Disci- 
pline, and that Answer 2, Question 1, Section 16, Chapter III., page 108, of the 
Discipline, be amended by substituting “shall” for “may,” in the third line 
from the bottom of the page, so that the paragraph will read: “Trustees for Dis- 
trict property shall be appointed by the Quarterly Conference,” etc. 

6. A memorial signed by A. M. Chrietzberg and O. A. Darby, asking for addi- 
tional questions in the order of Quarterly Conference business. Non-concur- 
rence, so far as to recommend that “ What was the estimated claims, and what 
the final settlement of the same in this charge the past year?” be inserted 
between Answers 4 and 5, Section 4, Chapter II., page 57, of the Discipline, and 
the numbering of the answers made to conform to this change. 

7. Resolution signed by H. D. Moore and S. H. Dent, relating to report by 
preacher in charge to the Quarterly Conference of persons received. Non-con- 
currence. 

8. Resolution signed by B. M. Messick and H. O. Settle, striking out “pastoral 
instruction of children” from Answer 8, Question 5, page 56, of Discipline. 
Non-concurrence. 

9. Memorial from Quarterly Conference Savannah Station, Tennessee Con- 
ference, asking for inspection of Journals by District Conference, is herewith 
returned, the subject-matter having already been favorably reported upon. 

10. A resolution signed by H. P. Walker and C. W. Miller, requiring record- 
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ing stewards to send the records of their respective Quarterly Conferences to the 
Annual Conference. Non-concurrence, the committee approving the present 
order, except in the specific changes already recommended. 

11. A resolution of A.C. Thomas and T. L. Boswell, which proposes to strike 
from the requirement that Quarterly Conference records be carried to the Quar- 
terly Conference. Non-concurrence. : 

12. Memorial signed OC. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, relative to rearrangement 
of questions for Annual Conference business. Non-concurrence. 

Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 

F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 


Presented, and laid on the table under the rule, Friday, May 10, 1878. 


MINORITY REPORT NO. 5 ON REVISAL. 


Offered as a substitute for item 5: 

Resolved, That Answer 5, Question 2, Section 16, page 110, of the Discipline, 
be amended so as to read as follows: “When a pastoral charge (having a general 
Board of Trustees) is united with another pastoral charge, the general board 
shall be dissolved by the Quarterly Conference of the united charge, and, if need 
be, require another board to be elected, provided local boards for holding specific 
property shall not be molested by this action.” 

W. G. VEAL, 

P. A. PETERSON, 
H. V. PHILport, 
E. N. Watson. 


Presented, and laid on the table under the rule, Friday, May 10, 1878. 


REPORT NO. 16 ON FINANCKE. 


Your committee, to whom was referred a resolution signed by P. Gallagher 
and others, instructing your committee to inquire into the expediency of enact- 
ing a law so that bond, with approved security, shall be required of all our 
General Conference officers, and others who may be placed in charge of funds 
belonging to the Church, have considered thereof, and have instructed me to 
report that they recommend the enactment of a new and separate chapter in the 
Discipline, as follows: 

“Chapter , on securities to be given by officers in charge of funds 
belonging to the Church. Section 1. Officers of this General Conference having 
funds in charge, shall be required to give bond, with approved securities, for tho 
faithful performance of their duties, in the several sums, and payable in case of 
default, to the several parties, named, as follows: The Treasurer of the Board of 
Missions, to the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
in the sum of dollars; the Treasurer of the Bishop’s Fund, to the Book 
Committee of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in the sum of 
dollars; the Agent of the Publishing House, to the Book Committee of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in the sum of dollars.” 

R. A. Youne, Chairman. 














J.C. C. Wincu, Secretary, 
Presented, and laid on the table, Monday morning, May 20, 1878, 
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MINORITY REPORT NO. 16 ON FINANCE. 

A minority of your committee, being unable to agree with a majority in 
recommending a new and separate section to be enacted and inserted in the Dis- 
cipline, requiring the Treasurer of the Board of Missions and the Treasurer of 
the Bishop’s Fund each to give bond, with approved security, for the Lhe 
performance of his duties, asks leave to report: 

That in the opinion of the minority such action will be unwise and injudi- 
cious, for several reasons. 

1. No salary or other compensation is allowed to either of said Treasurers for 
their services. 

2. No person is likely to be found to perform the duties, gratuitously, and 
give a bond, with good security, for the privilege. 
8. It is believed to be inexpedient at this time to allow a compensation to 
either of said officers, as men of unquestioned financial integrity can be found 
who for the love they bear the Church will perform the duty without compen- 

sation. 

The minority of said committee does not disagree with the conclusion of the 
majority that a bond and security should be required of the Agent of the Pub- 
lishing House, should the Conference decide to keep that institution in operation, 
but a minority of your committee is of the opinion that it is not advisable to 
enact a separate chapter of the Discipline in this behalf, but that if any action 
is taken it should be incorporated with whatever legislation may be enacted 
respecting the conduct of the Publishing House, as it is apparent that some legis- 
lation will be necessary. J. C: C. Winou, Minority. 

Presented, and laid on the table, Monday afternoon, May 20, 1878. 


REPORT NO. 4 ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present as Report No. 4: 

1. That they have had under consideration amemorial from the Neosho District 
Conference, South-west Missouri Annual Conference, with reference to item 1, 
of which they respectfully recommend that Section 3, Chapter IIL., page 51, of 
the Discipline, be amended by inserting after item 4 the following: “5. As to 
the manner in which the records of the Quarterly Conferences have been kept.” 

2. With reference to item 2 of the same paper, making examination of. 
Quarterly Conference Journals part of the Presiding Hlder’s duty, they respect- 
fully recommend non-concurrence. 

8. Touching item 8 of said paper, they recommend the amendment of the 
answer to Question 5, Section 15, Chapter III., page 107, of the Discipline, by 
inserting, as a second answer, “2. To send the records of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence to the District Conference for examination, by the first day of the ses- 
sion.” 

4. Your committee have also considered a series of resolutions from the Mis- 
sissippi Annual Conference relating to local preachers, with the following results: 
They recommend concurrence with the first resolution, and that Answer 2 to 
Question 1, Section 2, Chapter III., page 92, of the Discipline, be amended by 
striking out all between the word “belongs,” fifth line from the top, and the 
word “the,” eighth line from the top, and insert the following: “Same course 
of study as that prescribed for candidates for admission on trial in the traveling 
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connection,” so that the whole paragraph shall read as follows: “No person 
shall be licensed to preach without the recommendation of the Church of which 
he is a member, or of the leaders’ meeting of the charge to which he belongs. 
Nor shall any one be licensed to preach without first being examined in the 
Quarterly Conference on the same course of study as that prescribed for candi- 
dates for admission on trial into the traveling connection; nor shall any license be 
valid unless signed by the President and Secretary of the Conference.” 

5. With reference to the second resolution, proposing the transfer of licens- 
ing und recommending preachers to the traveling connection, and the recom- 
mendation of local preachers for deacon’s and elder’s orders, from the Quarterly 
to the District Conference, we respectfully recommend non-concurrence. 

6. With reference to the third resolution embodied in the same paper your 
committee agree, in the main, and recommend that the answer to Question 2, 
Section 11,.Chapter IIT., page 938, of the Discipline, be amended by inserting 
after the word “examination,” in the second line from top of page, the words, 
“on a course of study to be prescribed by the Bishops as a preparation for 
deacon’s orders,” so that the whole paragraph shall read: “A local preacher 
shall be eligible to the office of a deacon after he has preached four years from 
the time he received a regular license, and has obtained a recommendation from 
the Quarterly Conference on a proper examination on a course of study to be 
prescribed by the Bishops as a preparation for deacon’s orders, signed by the 
President and the Secretary, and after his character has passed in examination 
before, and he has obtained the approbation of, the Annual Conference,” 

7. Your committee also recommend that the answer to Question 3, Section 11, 
Chapter IIL., page 93, of the Discipline, be amended by striking out all from the 
word “examination,” seventh line from bottom, to and inclusive of the word 
“Secretary,” fourth line from bottom, and inserting, “on a course of study to be 
prescribed by the Bishops as a preparation for elder’s orders, and the fact of 
passing an approved examination on this course shall be stated in the recom- 
mendation, which shall be signed by the President and the Secretary of the Con- 
ference,” so that the entire paragraph shall read: “A local deacon shall be eligible 
to the office of an elder after he has preached four years from the time he was 
ordained a deacon, and has obtained a recommendation from the Quarterly 
Conference on a proper examination on acourse of study to be prescribed by the 
Bishops as a preparation for elder’s orders; and the fact of passing an approved 
examination on this course shall be stated in the recommendation, which shall be 
signed by the President and the Secretary of the Conference. He shall present 
to the Annual Conference such recommendation, with a note certifying his belief 
in the doctrine and Discipline of our Church—the whole being examined by the 
Annual Conference; and, if approved, he may be ordained.” We recommend 
that to conform the Discipline, Chapter II., Section 4, to this action, it be 
amended by striking out all that part of the proviso on page 55 which follows 
the word “first,” in the fifth line from the top of the page, and inserting these 
words, “passing in the Quarterly Conference an approved examination on the 
course of study prescribed by the Bishops for such candidates,” so that the para- 
gtaph, as amended, shail read: “'To recommend suitable candidates to the An- 
nual Conference for deacon’s or elder’s orders in the local connection, and for 
admission on trial or reddmission into the traveling connection: provided, that 
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no person shall be recommended to the Annual Conference for admission on 
trial or for ordination, without first passing in the Quarterly Conference an 
approved. examination on the course of study prescribed by the Bishops for 
such candidates.” 

8. Your committee has considered a memorial from the Holston Conference 
embodying resolutions of like tenor with those from the Mississippi Confer- 
ence, and recommend concurrence so far as they state the same propositions, and 
no farther. ; 

9. They have also considered a memorial from the South Carolina Confer- 
ence, and recommend non-concurrence in all points not covered by the action 
already recommended in this report. . 

10. They have also considered a memorial from the Memphis Annual Confer- 
ence, and recommend concurrence so far as it advises the action contemplated in 
this report upon similar papers from the Mississippi, Holston, and South Caro- 
lina Conferences. 

Respectfully submitted. J. HE. Evans, Chairman. 

¥F. M. Kennepy, Secretary. 

Adopted—except items 3 and 4—Thursday morning, May 28, 1878, 
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Diversions, improper, Report and Resolution concerning, 106, 205, 267. 
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Douglass, Rev. Dr., Fraternal Messenger from General Conference of Methodist Church in 
Canada, 165-169, 205. r 
Drawings of Churches, Resolution on, 126. 


Ecumenical Conference, Committee on, 47, 48, 192. 
Ecumenical Conference, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On Colored M. E. Church in America, 134, 135. 
No. 2. On the proposed Ecumenical Conference, 135-137. 
No. 3. On the Centenary of American Methodism, 137, 188. 
Editors of Conference papers, 206, 239. 
Editors of the Publishing House, 145-147, 207, 208. 
Education, Committee on, 15, 26, 47, 56, 105. 
Edueation, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On Education of Colored People, 95, 200, 203, 204. 
No. 2. On patronizing our own institutions of learning, 95, 200. 
No. 3. On a General Conference Board of Education, 155. 
No. 4. On our institutions of learning, 157-162. 
Episcopacy, Committee on, 15, 24, 25, 48, 105. 
Episcopacy, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On a catechism for baptized children, etc., 63, 64. 
No. 2. On rulings of Presiding Elders and Bishops, 73, 74. 
No. 3. On Memorial of Carondelet Church, 83. 
No, 4. On the Bishops’ preparing a statement of doctrines, 98. 
No. 5. On transfer of preachers, 105, 106. 
No. 6. On increase of the number of Bishops, 114, 120. 
No. 7. On character of the Bishops, 125. 
No. 8. On the death of Bishop Marvin, 125-127, | 
No. 9. On appeals to the College of Bishops, 171. 
No. 10. On publishing Episcopal Decisions, 171, 172. 
No. 11. On the Bishops’ Fund, 172. 
No. 12. On salaries of the Bishops, 172, 173, 
Episcopal Decisions, Report on, 171, 172. 
Evangelists, Report concerning, 64, 65. 
Exhibits of Publishing House, 15, 76. 


Finance, Committee on, 19, 20, 26, 49, 83. 
Finance, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On organization of Joint Board of Finance, 65. 
No. 2. On support of the ministry, 74, 197. 
Minority Report, 74, 197, 198. 
No. 8. On support of Presiding Elders, 75, 198. 
No. 4. On the distribution of Conference Fund, 75, 
No. 5. On utilizing the lay element in taking collections, 75. 
No. 6. On the rent of parsonages, 75, 76. 
No. 7. On Church fairs, ete., 76, 198-200, 
Minority Report, 76, 198-200. 
No, 8. On inserting “‘ treasurer” on page 161 of Discipline, 76, 200, 
No. 9. On salaries of General Conference officers, 95, 96. 
Minority Report, 95, 96, 5 
No. 10. On a Disabled Preachers’ Relief Society, 96, 97. 
No. 11. On support of the ministry, 97. 
No. 12. On debts and liens on Chureh-property, 114, 246. 
No. 13, On a financial report, 114, 258, 
No. 14. On financial and statistical blanks, 114, 254, 255. 
No. 15. On devise of J. J. Bearden, 162. 
No. 16, On Bonds of General Conference Officers, 162, 270. 
Minority Report, 163, 271. 
No. 17. On the will of Mrs. A, ©. Kent, 190, 260. 
Foss, Rev. Dr. C. D., Fraternal Messenger from the M. E. Church, 114, 117, 156, 157. 
Fraternal Correspondence, Committee on, 47, 117, 118, ! 
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Fraternal Correspondence, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On delegations to the Methodist Episcopal and Methodist Protestant General 
Conferences, 157. 
No. 2. On Address to the British Conference, 190-192. 
No. 3. On delegation to the Methodist Chureh of Canada, 190, 192. 
No. 4, On delegations to the Colored and African M. E. Churches, 204. 
No. 5. On the day for the reception of Fraternal Delegations, 204. 
Fraternal Messengers, 114-118, 122, 123, 155-157, 162, 163, 165-169, 192, 193, 205. 
Fraternity, Report of Commissioners on, 89-92. 
Freedom of the city of Atlanta granted to the Conference, 66. 


Gaines, Rev. W. J., Fraternal Messenger from the African M. E. Church, 192, 193. 

General Assemblies of Presbyterian and Cumberland Presbyterian Churches, Correspondence 
with, 138, 194, 195. 

General Conference basis of representation, Report on, 121, 235, 236. 

German Publishing Committee’s Report, 119, 173, 174. 


. 


Harbin, Appeal of T. B., 67, 114. 

Henderson, Rev. F. H. M., Fraternal Meneongpr from Methodist Protestant Church, 78, 122, 
123, 155, 156, 162. 

Hunt, Rev. Dr. A. 5., Secretary of American Bible Society, 112, 113. 

Hymn-book, Committee on, 27, 54, 62. 

Hymn-book, Reports on, 111, 123, 253, 254. 

Hymn-book, Resolution on, 268. 


Indiana Conference, Provision for an, 196. 
Introductions, Committee on, 15. 
Introductions, Report on, 110. 
Itinerancy, Committee on, 15. 
Itinerancy, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On the term of Presiding Elder’s ye appointment of evangelists, etc., 
64, 65. 
No. 2. On Wesley Monumental Church, 774. 
No. 3. On inserting in page 88 of the Discipline, ‘‘Are you in debt?”’ ete., 83, 245. 
No, 4. On assessment by District Stewards, appointment of stewards, pastoral term, 
etc., 83, 84. 
No. 5. On lay representatives, Church Conferences, and elass-mectings, 94. 
No. 6. On the Presiding Eldership, 111, 163, 164. 
Substitute for No. 6, 111, 163, 164. 
No. 7. On basis of representation of a General Conference, 121, 234, 235, 236. 
No. 8. On presiding in District Conferences, voting in General Conferences, etc., 121. 
No. 9. On probation of preachers for orders, 175, 262, 263. 
No. 10. On examination of candidates for the itinerant ministry, 178. 
No. 11. On Conference Journals, 212-234, 
No. 12. On a Committee on Supernumerary and Superannuated Relations, 266. 


Johnson, Rev. W. D., Fraternal Messenger from African M. E. Church, 192, 193. 
Journal of General Conference and Minutes of Annual Conferences, stereotyping and publi- 
eation of, 99, 101, 267. 


Kent, Will of Mrs. A. C., 163. 
Local Preachers’ National Association, Invitation of, 206. 


Marvin Memorial Fund, 70, 127. 

Marvin, Report on the death of Bishop, 125-127. 

McKamie, Rev. R. P., Resolution on death of, 16. 

Members of General Conference, 7-14, 19, 20, 24, 48, 49, 55, 71, 73, 83, 93, 101, 105, 107, 124, 139, 
205, 206. 

Methodist Protestant Fraternal Messengers, 118, 122, 123, 158, 156. 

Missionaries at large, 95. 
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Missions, Board of, 211, 238, 239. 
Missions, Committee on, 15, 24, 25, 26, 47, 48, &5. 
Missions, Report of Board of, 15, 48. 
Missions, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On an Address by the Rey. E. R. Hendrix, 49. 


No. 2. On a Rio Grande Mexican Mission Conference, 65, 196, 197. 
No. 3. On Bequest of J. T. Colvin, 94, 95. 

No, 4. On Missionaries at large, 95. ’ 

No. 5. On Woman’s Missionary Society, 106, 179, 180. 

No. 6. On Home Aid, 132, 133. 


Minority Report, 132, 133. 
No. 7. On Constitution of Board of Missions, 151, 208-210, 238. 
Missions, Secretary of Board of, 211. 
Montana Conference, 74, 103, 104, 266. 
Morton, David, Credentials of, 22, 23, 24. 


Name of the Church, Committee on, 27, 62. 
Name of the Church, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On Holston Conference Memorial, etc., 84-86. 
No. 2. On Illinois Conference Memorial, 86. 
Nashville Christian Advocate, Editor of, 207, 208, 
Nashville, Tenn., place of the next session of the General Conference, 238. 
New Orleans Depository, 139. See Reports Nos. 5, 6, on Publishing Interesta. 
Next session of General Conference, Time and place of, 268, 
Nolan, D., Appeal of, 62, 63, 107. 
Nomination of Board of Missions, Committee and report on, 211. 
Nomination of Book Committee, Committee on, 206. 
Nomination of Book Committee, Report on, 237, 238. 
Nomination of Sunday-school Committee, Committee on, 245. 
Nomination of Sunday-school Committee, Report on, 247. 


Officers of General Conference, election of, 207-211. 
Opening of the General Conference, 11. 


Pages of the General Conference, ‘Testimonials to, 244, 
Petitions and Memorials, to wit: 

From Alabama Conference, 59. 

From Arkansas Conference, 67. 

From Baltimore Conference, 50, 57. 

From Denver Conference, 52, 57, 67. 

From East Texas Conference, 57. 

From Holston Conference, 50, 51, 57. 

From I)}linois Conference, 53, 

From Kentucky Conference, 51, 59. 

From Little Rock Conference, 52, 98. 

From Louisiana Conference, 77. 

From Louisville Conference, 51, 57, 59. 

From Memphis Conference, 52, 59, 98. 

From Mississippi Conference, 51, 57, 59. 

From Missouri Conference, 52, 59. 

From North Alabama Conference, 59, 66, 76, 77. 

From North Carolina Conference, 51, 57, 58, 76. 

From North Georgia Conference, 57, 58, 65. 

From North Mississippi Conference, 51, 57, 59, 77. 

From North Texas Conference, 59, 98, 165, 

From North-west Texas Conterence, 67. 

From Pacific Conference, 52, 53. - 

From South Carolina Conference, 51, 98. 

From South Georgia Conference, 65, 119. 

From South-west Missouri Conference, 52, 59, 119. 
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Petitions and Memorials, to wit: 
From St. Louis Conference, 52, 66, 67, 113. 
From Tennessee Conference, 51, 57, 59, 119. 
From Texas Conference, 52, 59, 67. 
From Virginia Conference, 50. 
From Western Virginia Conference, 58, 98. 
From West Texas Conference, 57, 59. 
Pierce, Lovick, 27, 65, 70, 99, 117, 118. 
Popular Amusements, Report on, 106, 205, 267, 
Proceeds of the Publishing House, 147. 
Publie Worship, Committee on, 15, 22. 
Publisher and Business Manager of Publishing House, 206. -e 
Publishing House, Business of, 48, 49, 50, 199-150. 
Publishing House claim in Congress, 55. 
Publishing House debts to be paid, 262. 
Publishing Interests, Committee on, 15, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 47, 49, 50, 83, 101. 
Publishing Interests, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1, On Revising the Hymn-book, ete, 111. 
No, 2. On a Map of Annual Conference Boundaries, 127. 
No. 3. On Periodicals, 127-130, 163. 
Minority Report, 130-132, 163. 
No. 4. On a Quarterly Review, 132, 263, 264. 
No. 5. On the Publishing House, 139-150, 165, 169-171, 192, 193, 194, 206. 
Minority Report, 149, 150, 165, 170. 
No. 6. On New Orleans Depository, 165. 
No, 7. Ona History of the M. E. Church, South, price of Nashville Christian Advo- 
eate, and the publication of books for the Agent, 173, 261, 262. 
No. 8. On Report of the German Publishing Committee, 173, 174. 
No. 9. On Memorial of the Rev. R. Abbey, 174-176. 
No. 10. On memorializing Congress respecting the Publishing House claim, 177. 
No. 11. On Smith’s forms for Registers, ete., 178, 179. 


Reporter for Daily Christian Advocate, 268. 
Reports of Board of Missions, 15. 
Resolutions of thanks, 267, 268. 
Revisal, Committee on, 15, 26, 48, 110. 
Revisal, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On Distriet Conferences, installation of stewards, etc., 56. 
No. 2. On the organization of Sunday-sehools, duties of lay representatives, ete., 
65, 100, 101, 102. 103. 
No. 3. On local preachers’ labors, and members of the General Conference, 74, 108, 
109. 


Minority Report, 74, 109. 
No. 4. On Records of Quarterly Conferences, course of study for preachers, ete, 74, 
109, 271-273. 
No. 5. On trial of local preachers, ete., 86, 269, 270. 
Minority Report, 86, 270. 
No. 6. On Church trials, 106, 201-203. 
No. 7. On popular amusements, 106, 205, 267. 
No. 8. On restoring the question, ‘‘ Do you expect to be made perfect in lov@in this 
life?” ete., 112, 239, 240. 
No. 9. On holding Conference with open doors, appointment of class-leaders, ana 
_ building churches, 114, 246, 247. 
No. 10. On restoring the word ‘‘ of”’ in the title of Article V. of the Confession, etc., 
114, 247-249. 
No. 11. On changes of Ritual, 122, 128, 249-262. 
No. 12. On a rule for refidmission of expelled members, etc., 122, 252, 253. 
No. 13. On trial of preachers, 133, 255-260. 
No. 14. On Course of Study for local preachers, trial of juemibers, ete., 151. 
No. 15. On order of Quarterly Conference business, 152, 263-265. 








280° INDEX TO THE JOURNAL OF 1878. if Te 


Revisal, Reports on, to wit: Wis 
No. 16. On alterations in the Ritual, and 24 other ideas, 162-154. 
No. 17. On eiection of Sunday-school superintendents, 154 
No. 18. On District property, 154, 165, 266. , 
No. 19. On Joint Board of Finance, etc., 180. 
No. 20. On statistics, 181, 264, 265. 
Rules of Order, 16-19. 


» 
Salaries of Bishops and General Conference officers, 95, 96, 99. 
“Secretaries of General Conference, 14, 24, 63, 267, 268. 
Standing Committees, 15, 24, 25, 26,27. See Committees. 
St. Louis Conference delegates, 19, 24, 23, 24, 27, 28, 
Sunday-school Committee of Supervision, 244, 245, 247. 
Sunday-school Editor, 208. 
Sunday-schools, Committee on, 15, 26, 47, 56, 83. 
Sunday-schools, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. Qu election of superintendents, use of our catechisms, Sunday-school, Mis- 
sionary Societies, ete., 106, 236, 237. 
No. 2. On enrolling baptized children as members of the Church, etc., 106, 107. 
3. On scholars attending divine service, 114, 244. 
4. On Sunday-school Secretaries and Committee of Supervision, 114, 244, 245. 
No. 5. On a Form of Service for Sunday-schools, 128, 245. 
No. 6, On election of assistant superintendents, Sunday-school Boards, ete., 155. 
No. 7. On a Course of Study for Sunday-schools, and cheapening Sunday-school 
publications, 181, 182. 
No. 8, On the Sunday-school cause, 182-189, 
Support of the ministry, 97. 


Temperance, Committee on, 20. 

Tomperance, Reports on, to wit: . 1 
No. 1. On a temperance-meeting, 97, 98. 
No. 2. On the General Rule, and a resolution on temperance, ae 242, 243, 244, 

Thanks, Resolutions of, 267, 268. 

Trials, Church, Report on, 201-203, 


Union of pastoral charges, Resolutions concerning, 266, 267. 


Washington City, Southern Methodist Church in, 288. a 
Week of Prayer, Appointment ‘of, 266. 

Welcome to the General Conference, 14, 15. 

Wesley Monumental Church, Savannah, 65, 66, +9 249. 

White, Mrs., Bequest of, 120. 

Wills, Rev. J. C., Resolution on death of, 16. 

Woman’s Missionary Society, 48, 106, 179, 180, 
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DELEGATES ELECT 
TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 41882. 


ALABAMA CONFuRENCE.—Clerical: T. O. Summers, R. B. Crawford, O. R. 
Blue, W. A. McCarty, T. F. Mangum. Alternates—M. S. Andrews, A. 
H. Mitchell. Lay: P.G. Wood, 8. H. Dent, J. W. Portis, J. T. Harris, 
F. Law. Alternates—R. H. Powell, William Otis..........c.scccssesssescnees 
ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Benjamin H. Greathouse, 8. H. Bab- 
cock. Alternate—T. J. Smith. Lay: Frank Parke, J. W. Jones. A1- 
ternate—H. C. Allen........... fsdpiegaatannd aobaecemaelns ka naneene cme Inacneavebet 
BALTIMORE COoNFERENCE.—Clerical: Alpheus W. Wilson, Rumsey Smith- 
son, Samuel Rodgers, John 8. Martin, James S. Gardner, William P. 
Harrison. Alternates—John C. Dice, William H. D. Harper, Peter H. 
Whisner, Thomas E. Carson. Lay: Jesse B. Wilson, Rev. E. Barrett 
Prettyman, Thomas J. Magruder, James H. H. Figgatt, John G. Cox, 
Joseph P. Houck. Alternates—W. W. Ballard, J. B. Bond, P. Hamill, 


DENVER CONFERENCE. — Clerical: A. FH. Quillian. Alternate—J. W. 
Carnes. Lay: Isaac Brinker. -Alternate—J. W. Widerfield.....:......... 
East Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: S. W. Turner, John Adams. Alter- 
nates—R. W. Thompson, W. A. Sampey. Lay: T. R. Bonner, W. W. 
Davis. Alternates—Huston Twomey, W. M. Shumatte ....-..0..ssceecseens 
FLoripA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: C. 1. Dowman, I’. Pasco. Alternates— 
E. L. T. Blake, J. P. De Pass. Lay: J. W. Tucker, T. Turnbull. A1J- 


ertiates.—— Gree Ray LOM RVWVigUN.« SIREADS 2-11. vane ctamentirilie on eusnit sn ueseos onienice 
GERMAN Misston ConFERENCE.—Clerical: J. B. A. Ahrens. Alternate— 
F. Vordenbaumen. Lay: A. Bering. Alternate—E. Zinke............... 


Houston ConFrERENCE.—Clerical: F. Richardson, J. S. Kennedy, W.G. E. 
Cunnyngham, J. M. MecTeer, E. E. Wiley, E. W. Moore. Alternates— 
E. E. Hoss, W. W. Bays. Lay: J. B. Hoyle, W. W. Stringfield, W. B. 
Aston, J. W.Gaut, T. P. Summers, Peter Gallagher. Alternates—J. W. 
eo auae tt eles iteino ane ceevcneriah sone epitvings lcs sb olga fopar'cetn seaisgncir agcwarmee nap eaes 
Iuuinois CoNFERENCE.—Clerical: C. C. Mayhew. Alternate—B. R. Hes- 
ter. Lay: Samuel Carpenter. Alternate—J. B. McBryde.............+260 
Iyprana ConrerEnce.—Clerical: Jacob Ditzler. Afternate—E. H. Mom- 
sen. Lay: John W.Smith. Alternate—W. P. Taggart...........-.-eceee 
Tnpian Mission Conrprency.—Clerical: Young Ewing. Alternate—J. IH. 
Walker. Say: G. B. Hester. Alternate—B. H. Leflore..........5...ss0 


/ 
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‘Kentucky ConFrerENcE.—Clerical: C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, R. Hiner, 
J. W. Fitch. Alternates—J. Rand, S. X. Hall. Lay: J. W. Proctor, 

T. L. Given, J. C. Cooper, J. C. Woodward. Alternates—W. H. Winn, 
SPUN GWA AIM waskioo ew slacbim aieiseweane ssclswageleelene ce dsenresteetam Sriseioasdes ee rieese see 
Lirtir Rock ConrERENCE.—Clerical: W..H. Browning, E. N. Watson, 
Horace Jewell. Alternates—H. D. McKinnon, Andrew Hunter. Lay: 

C. A. Gantt, W. S. Jeter, A. R. Hazen. Alternates—J. Custer, W. C.. 
Ratcliteucccscedssaase reuse: sa srs Pee occu op rotten ee Gee 
Los ANGELES CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: T. R. Curtis. Lay: Albert Oglesby. 
Lovistana CONFERENCE. — Clerical: Linus Parker, C. W. Carter, B. F. 
Alexander. Alternates—J. A. Parker, Christian Keener, John Pipes. 
Lay: W. Hi. Foster, A. S. Helmick, A. C. Mitchell. Alternates—A. E. 
Read, W. T. Blacksheer, John L, Seales.........cssenrss id ia rhe Sect eis 
LoviIsviLLe ConFERENCE.— Clerical: B. M. Messick, G. H. Hayes, H. C. 
Morrison, H.C. Settle, G. R. Browder. Alternates—H. M. Ford, A. H. 

* Redford. Lay: John A. Carter, 8. W. Brents, W. E. Parish, A. -B. 
Stark, W.S. Johnson. Alternates—J. 8S. Lithgow, T. L. Bacon, R. T. 


Mempuis CoNFERENCE.—Clerical: Guilford Jones, R. H. Mahon, W. T. 
Harris, A. R. Wilson, T. L. Boswell. Alternates—W. C. Johnson, N. 
P. Ramsey, J. H. Evans; J. H. Heard. Lay: L. D. Mullins, A. D. 
Bright, A. G. Hawkins, W. T. Irion, W. A. Tanner. Alternates—S. W. 
Godwin, George Johnson, I. T. Bell, W. I. MeFarland...t...........02sse0ee 
Mississipr1 CoNFERENCE.—COlerical: C. G. Andrews, H. F. Johnson, W. L. 
C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway. Alternates—J. A. Ellis, R. 8S. Wood- 
ward, R. J. Jones. Lay: W. L. Nugent, Irvin Miller, S. B. Watts, C. 
8. Stewart. Alternates—J. D. Carter, F. D. Wimberly.....-..-.....02seeees 
Missourrt CoNFERENCE.—Olerical: W.M. Rush, E. R. Hendrix, E. K. Mil- 
ler, C. I. Vandeventer, B. H. Spencer. Alternates—Joseph H. Pritch- 
ett, J. P. Nolan. Lay: John D. Vincil, T. D. Woodson, P. P. Ellis, 
P. H. Perkins, Thomas Shackelford. Alternates—Rufus E. Anderson, 
MENTOR COCHOT ae coe ee tbe caved ane teense eae oe ght CeCe Ea UR eater Sa ER EON ee ae RR 
Montana ConFERENCE.—Clerical: L. B. Stateler. Alternate—E. J. Stan- 
ley. Lay: E.G. Brooke. Alternate—John B. Taylor..........ccessceee ees 
NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Anson West, John B. Steven- 
son, L. M. Wilson, John A. Thompson. Alternates—John W. New- 
man, Robert A. Timmons. Lay: KE. A. Powell, W. B. Wood, J: H. 
Harris, M. ©. Baldridge. Alternates—John D. Brandon, Hiram G. 


Nortu Carona ConrERENCE.— Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, B. Craven, 
W.S. Black, L. 8. Burkhead, H. T. Hudson, E. A. Yates. Alternates— 
J. E. Mann, 8. D. Adams, J. W. North. Lay: R.T. Gray, T. M. Jones, 
J.8. Carr, W. C. Doub, W. M. Robbins, N. W. Lawrence. Alternates— 
Dr ebilys Wie Mi Parker, Jes WB yeAtd ams nc acitee alomarcs onus cataattienilyetictin st -Naices 
NortH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: W. H. Potter, A. G. Haygood, 
Jesse Boring, H. H. Parks, W. F. Cook, James E. Evans, H. J. Adams. 
Alternates—J. W. Heidt, D. J. Myrick, C. A. Evans, S. P. Richardson. 
Lay: C. D. McCutchen, James Jackson, W. M. Sessions, W. A. Turner, 
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C. P. Crawford, R. M. McIntosh, Wier Boyd. Alternates—Y. L. G. 
Harris, J.B. Hunnicutt, J. S. Stewart, J. A. Winn .....sccesscccesseeseens ove 14 
Norrn Mississtpp1 CONFERENCE.—Clerical: T. C. Wier, S. A. Steel, T. W. 
Dye, T. A. S. Adams, Amos Kendall. Alternates—W. P. Barton, J. D. - 
Cameron, J. H. Brooks. Lay: H. W. Foote, J. M. Wells, R. W. Jones, 
E. H. Moore, G. D. Shands. Alternates—R. C. Clark, J. B. Streater, J. 
Cea rin) Eis wes naciore sseetetn se tae clone nas eit dels whoa a ceseamuwsbaladcess choneauares seas 10 
Norra Texas ConrerENCE— Clerical: J. H. McLean, M. H. Neely, J. M. 
Binkley, W. H. Hughes. Alternates—W. F. Easterling, H. A. Bour- 
land, L. B. Ellis, R. Lane. Lay: Asa“Holt, W. A. Allen, W. A. Ken- 
dall, Young Burgher. Alternates—J. W. Fulton, L. M. McCorkle, J. 
Rie Biggs ss et Welchevsce.cos0ssssee.40e Bea - dasae transient St cateceabileetes ranos Hato: 8 
Norru-west Texas CoNFERENCE.—Clerical: J. D. Shaw, William Price, 
Horace Bishop, C. E. Brown, A. Davis. Alternates—G. W. Graves, W. 
R. D. Stockton. Lay: B. A. Philpott, J. R. Henry, W. W. Treadwell, 
D. H. Snyder, J.T. Yeargin. Alternates—W. D. Jackson, T. W. Hol- 
Varnes worthy pdt At GAY Stipe. +«aais~--2snnwnneap2-de--0incetarenncbaen siencaemnsales tenon 10 
Paciric CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: O. P. Fitzgerald, T. H. B. Anderson. 
Alternates—W. F. Compton, George Sim. Lay: W. F. Goad, W. B. 
Brown. Alternates—J. M. Preston, T. A. Smyder........cccccoescsseeee cree 4 
SoutH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. M. Shipp, S. B. Jones, W. W. F 
Duncan, O. A. Darby, W. P. Mouzon. Alternates—S. H. Brown, 8S. A. 
Weber, J. M. Carlisle. Lay: James H. Carlisle, F. A. Conner, W. T. 
D. Cousar, William Stokes, H. H. Newton. Alternates—W. K. Blake, 
R. Y. McLeod, W. S. Morrison, J. F. Carraway, T. W. StanMand ......... 10 
SoutH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: J. W. Hinton, J. S. Key, J. B. 
McGhee, T. T. Christian. Alternates—G. G. N. MacDonell, J: O. 
Branch. Lay: EK. M. Butt, I. Hardeman, G. R. Glenn, W. I. Green. 
Alternates—Reuben Jones, J. W. Ghathar adds case uaa teusewelsentenites esmartage 8 
SoutH-weEst Missouri ConFERENCE:—Clerical: M. M. Pugh, C. C. Woods, 
W.C. Godbey. Alternates—T. M. Cobb, W. M. Prottsman. Lay: J. 
R. Willis, N. Scarritt, G. M. Jones. Alternates—I. F. Garner, H. Clay 
Ewing......-.- Seaicsesiae lO: 
Sr. Louis eo, Vie 2m D: ee Medcaliye W. <e Telos, Tallon: 
nates—J.S. Frasier, T. M. Finney. Lay: Samuel Cupples, J.C. Moore. 
Alternates—J. R. Dodd, AV PPEIESIMQOne ec scate cs cansencrecconastcos oneeeepeetenncees 4 
TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—Clerical: J. B. McFerrin, R. A. Young, William 
Burr, James D. Barbee, D. C. Kelley, Joseph B. West, John W. Han- 
ner, sr. Alternates—R. K. Hargrove, J. A. Orman, John F. Hughes, 
R. K. Brown. Lay: Jordan Stokes, George G. Dibrell, James Whit- 
worth, N. T. Lupton, R. H. Pickering, C. J. Moody, Thomas B. Holt. 
Alternates—J. B. Palmer, J. L. Parks, William Hust......ssessssrsoe cesses 14 
Texas ConFERENCE.—Clerical: E. 8. Smith, H. V. Philpott. Alternates— 
I. G. John, C. H. Brooks. Lay: T. J. Swearingen, B. D. Orgain. Al- 
termates—"T. Hl. Bowman, J. FA=-StOMe wissen scssssecensssceesnecoaagevcenwnaragess 4 
VirGintA ConFERENCE.—Clerical: W. W. Bennett, R. N. Sledd, J. E. Ed- 
wards, J. C. Granbery, J. D. Blackwell, P. A. Peterson. Alternates— 
E. P. Wilson, Paul Whitehead, A. G. Brown. Lay: W. W. Walker, 


6 DELEGATES ELEOT. 


George M. Bain, R. Pollard, F. H. Smith, Richard Irby, L. L. Marks. 


Alternates—T. B. Hamlin, M. H. Garland, Thomas Branch................ 
Western ConFERENCE.— Clerical: H. D. Hogan. Alternate—A. C. Towns. 
* Lay: W. H. H. Adams. Alternate—A. G. Campbell ....-.--+ssssccsesseeees 


WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: F. B. Carroll, T. S. Wade. 
Alternates—W. T. Bolling, 8. T. Mallory. Lay: John McIntosh, W. 
C. Ireland. Alternates—R, S. Bickle, J. E. Stewart .....-.ceccceeesseeeeeees 
West Texas CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Sutherland, W. J. Joyce. 
Alternates—J.G. Walker, B. Harris. Lay: W.G.L. Fly, M. N. Shive. 
Udtermates=—J. wei Combs, Wi. Wu. Dhomapsoniaessae: loeeacateyasms selene veuiseme. 
Wuitrt River ConrerENCcE.— Clerical: Josephus Anderson, John H. Dye. 
Alternate—G. A. Dannelly. Lay: -George Thornburg, D. B. Warren. 
Nlternate— ais LM aeletsa. cesses et seceedes om sumed seceeustee tpn sede states eae 
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ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: T. O. Summers, R. B. Crawford, O. R. 
Blue, W. A. McCarty, T. F. Mangum, M. 8. Andrews (alternate, in 
place of T, O. Summers, deceased). Lay: P..G. Wood, S. H. Dent, J. 
W. Portis, J. T. Harris, F. Law, R. H. Powell, (alternate in place of 
P. G. Wood a few days, and in place of J. T. Harris the remainder of 


NOR SESOIOM Rewer raw Pane aoe Aneln arstostide ceaberesiacem acbiaa ted siaae leet emtiocact eaum aneehan Meneane 
ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Benjamin H. Greathouse, S. H. Bab- 
cock. Taye Pranks Parker Wis) J OMS: sends ems vier range vanhanh art ncle woes ant 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Alpheus W. Wilson, Rumsey Smith- 
son, Samuel Rodgers, John S. Martin, James S. Gardner, William P. 
Harrison, John C. Dice (alternate, in place of A. W. Wilson, elected 
Bishop). Lay: Jesse B. Wilson, E. B. Prettyman, Thomas J. Magru- 
der Jamessbortehiscatiedomn Ge COmstecwtencaitusctar .eckaes cecetesdastere 

CoLUMBIA ConFERENCE.— Clerical: J. BR. N. Bellivs..ccccscsensveneCeaseseneeencees 

Denver ConrERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Quillian, J. W. Carnes (alternate, 
a part of the session in place of A. H. Quillian). Lay: Isaac Brinker.. 

East Texas ConrerEencre.—Clerical: S. W. Turner, John Adams, R. W. 
Thompson (alternate, in place of John Adams, a part of the session). } 
Lay: W.W. Davis, Huston Twomey (alternate, in place of T. R. Bonner) 

Fioripa CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: C. E. Dowman, F. Paseo. Lay: J. W. 
IMGs MDa Ullissocncocepone dodo dA ccc aconpecsannpiORCee orc oacc Gen se teeegen 

GERMAN MissIon ConFERENCE.—Clerical: J. B. A. Ahrens......-s.eceeeeeenees : 

Houston CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: F. Richardson, J. $. Kennedy, W.G. E: 
Cunnyngham, J. M. McTeer, KE. E. Wiley, E. W. Moore, E. E. Hoss 
(alternate, a few days, in place of E. W. Moore). Lay: J.B. Hoyle, W. 
W. Stringfield, W. B. Aston, J. W. Gaut, T. P. Summers, P. Gallagher, 
J. W. Paulett (alternate, part of the time, in place of J. B. Hoyle, and 
in place of P. Gallagher a part of the session),.......2+ss:s.+eseeeeeeeseeees one 

Txuuinois ConFERENCE.—Clerical: C.C. Mayhew. Lay: Samuel Carpenter 

Inprana ConFERENCE.— Clerical: Jacob Ditzler. Lay: John W. Smith... 

InprAn Mission CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Young Ewing. Lay: G. B. Hes- 


12 


12 


14 
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Kentucky ConFERENCE.—Clerical: C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, R. Hiner, 


J.W. Fitch. Lay: J. W. Proctor, T. L. Given, J.C. Cooper, J.C. Wood-_ 


ward, E..M. Newman (alternate, part of the session, in place of T. L. 


Given)....s:d0eseesesceecnaccassccee saneseceeosescenencsescsseeceeeee reese tensncnee ceccence 
Littte Rock ConFERENCE.—Clerical: W.,H. Browning, E. N. Watson, 
Horace Jewell. Lay: C. A. Gantt, W.S. Jeter, A. R. Hazen............. 


Los ANGELES CONFERENCE.— Clerical: T. R. Curtis. Lay: Albert Oglesby. 
Lovistana CoNFERENCE. — Clerical: Linus Parker, C. W. Carter, B. F. 
Alexander, J. A. Parker (alternate, in place of Linus Parker, elected 
Bishop). Lay: W. H. Foster, A. S. Helmick, A. C. Mitchell............. 
LovIsviLLE ConFrERENCE.— Clerical: B. M. Messick, G. H. Hayes, H. C. 
Morrison, H. C. Settle, G. R. Browder. Lay: John A. Carter, S. W. 
Brents, W. E. Parish, A. B. Stark, W. 8. Johnson, R. T. Haley (alter- 
nate, part of the session, in place of W. EE, Parrish)........:.sseceeeseeeceees 
Mempuis ConFERENCE.—Clerical: Guilford Jones, R. H. Mahon, W. T. 
Harris, A. R. Wilson, T. L. Boswell, W. C. Johnson (alternate, part of 

the session, in place of A. R. Wilson). Lay: L. D. Mullins, A. D. 
Bright, A. G. Hawkins, W. T. Irion, W. A. Tanner... ..........cssseeeesesees 
Mississ1ppr CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: C. G. Andrews, H. F. Johnson, W. L. 
C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway. Lay: Irvin Miller, 8. B. Watts, C. S. 
Stewart: ssestosst ads cue iaaahoniena estas yabessausinessceuGaeaasen buss Panebaeaetmaves tone weceaes 
MissouRI CoNFERENCE.—Clerical: W.M. Rush, E. R. Hendrix, E. K. Mil- 
ler, C. I. Vandeventer, B. H. Spencer. Lay: John D. Vincil, T. D. 
Woodson, P. P. Ellis, P. H. Perkins, Thomas Shackelford...............2+ 
MonTANA CoNFERENCE.—Clerical: L. B. Stateler............csccessscceeseceeeseees 
NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: Anson West, John B. Steven- 
son, L. M. Wilson, John A. Thompson. Lay: E. A. Powell, W. B. 
Woodd in. Harris. -MiiC. Bald tid eens cee: sccssecmercracs oes uctcen tneee cee 
NortH CAaroninaA CONFERENCE Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, B. Craven, 
W.S. Black, L. 8. Burkhead, H. T. Hudson, E. A. Yates. Lay: R. T. 
Gray, T. M. Jones, W. C. Doub, N. W. Lawrence, E. J. Lilly (alternate, 

in place of W. M. Robbins), Henry B. Adams (alternate, in place of J. 

SUSI ate etatecwes ciscacu se sones as Soeur te eee TE dod des ADEE Oe 
Norra Grorera Conrerency.—Clerical: W. H. Potter, A. G. Haygood, 
Jesse Boring, H. H. Parks, W. ¥, Cook, James E. Evans, H. J. Adams. 
Lay: C.D, McCutchen, James Jackson, W. M. Sessions, W. A. Turner, 

5: PD Crawford, R. M. McIntosh, Wier Boyd, J. 8. Stewart (alternate, 
part of the session, in place of James Jackson, and the remainder in 
mace sOL Cesk. Crawiord)) exes sia .ap ance senranneaunstenees sees vores omatene Cea ete 
Norru Mississippi CONFERENCE.—Clerical: T. C. Wier, 8. A. Steel, T. W. 
Dye, T. A. 8. Adams, Amos Kendall, W. P. Barton (alternate, part of 

the session, in place of T. A. S. Adams), Lay: H. W. Foote, J. M. 
Wells, RW. Jones, HE. Moore, G. D.jShandss..scscvescccersvveweenpuetunse 
NortH Texas Conrerence.— Clerical: J. H. McLean, M. H. Neely, J. M. 
3inkley, W. Hl. Hughes. Lay: W. A. Allen, Young Burgher, J. W. 
Fulton (alternate, in place of Asa Holt), F. H. Welch (alternate, in 
place of W. A. Kendall).......... Poa Seed ahlaea bee ear Oe eee CEES oe eee eee 
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Norru-west Texas ConFERENCE.—Clerical: J. D. Shaw, William Price, 
Horace Bishop, C. E. Brown, A. Davis. Lay: B. A. Philpott, J. RB. 


EemmpysW WV sel read well Ol Siiyid Or ics veesccetseve ce fescaseitwassenadeveeencale 9 
Paciric CONFERENCE. — Clerical: O. P. Fitzgerald, T. H. B. Anderson. 
ENV ae bres BEG Wu Mises sens oes we et cals tines sees is tiess sin, estos seeaerieteee secthes 3 


‘SoutTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: A. M. Shipp, 8. B. Jones, W. W. 
Dunean, O. A. Darby, W. P. Mouzon. Lay: James H. Carlisle, F. A. 
Conner. Web Ds Cousar bl sid. ING wtOMnscectasesascs0cdsesissavcowsnesseatcoeecney 9 

SoutH GrorGiA CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W. Hinton, J. S. Key, J. B. 
McGehee, T. T. Christian. Lay: E. M. Butt, I. Hardeman, G. R. Glenn, 
Wired (Grreem, fe suse cenat crsatsan ae econo vatesuccings Mr omn sce vmate vasmatebekc sbecenanes 8 

‘SouruH-wEst Missourrl ConFERENCE.—Clerical: M. M. Pugh, C. C. Woods, 

W. C. Godbey, W. M. Prottsman (alternate, part of the session, in place 
of C. C. Woods), T. M. Cobb (alternate, part of the session, in place of 


W. C. Godbey). mae INS Scarvitt, Gre M re) OMGS sir ocrde a sincdeess ears soaps oe es 7 
Sr. Louis ConFERENCE.—Clerical: D. R. McAnally, W. V. Tudor. Lay: 
Samuel Cupples, J. C. Moore. .s.ssscseesesseees teeeteeeaseensces seceseees senseenes 4 


“TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—Clerical: J. B. McFerrin; R. A. Young, William 
Burr, James D. Barbee, D. C. Kelley, Joseph B. West, John W. Han- 
ner, sr. Lay: Jordan Stokes, George G. Dibrell, James Whitworth, 

N. T. Lupton, R. H. Pickering, C. J. Moody, Thomas B. Holt, W. 
Hust (alternate, part of the session, in place of C. J. Moody), J. B. 
Palmer (alternate, part of the session, in place of George G. Dibrell), 
J. L. Parks (alternate, part of the session, in place of G. G. Dibrell)..... 17 

“Texas CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: E. S. Smith, H. V. Philpott, I. G. John 
(alternate, part of the session, in place of KH. 8. Smith). Lay: T. J. 
Siwearmeen,, Bs Di Orragt, cm. vsee.veneseocesecowasgt Woeparsie sesestinanca¥ernnsereees 5 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Clerical: W. W. Bennett, R. N.Sledd, J. E. Ed- 
wards, J. C. Granbery, J. D. Blackwell, P. A. Peterson, E. P. Wilson 
(alternate, in place of J. C. Granbery, elected Bishop). Lay: W. W. 
Walker, George M. Bain, R. Pollard, Richard Irby, L. L. Marks, T 


B. Hamlin (alternate, in place of F. H. Smith)........0..ceececececeee consenee 13 
WESTERN CONFERENCE.—Clerical: H. D. Hogan. Lay: W. H.H. Adams. ~2 
“Western VirGINIA CoNFERENCE—Clerical: #. B. Carroll, T. S. Wade. 
Lay: John McIntosh, W. C. Ireland, J. E. Stewart (alternate, part of 
the session, in place of John McIntosh).............0esseceesseeeenseceseceeeeoee 5 
West Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Sutherland, W. J. Joyce. 
Diaig: M. IN. Shive.....scccecreesseecerseensssaceccossee vercscneeses cesses norton uraceeees 3 
‘Wuitre River ConrEeRENCcE.—Clerical: Josephus Anderson, John H. Dye. 
Lay: George Thornburg, D. B. Warren... ..s.esecesseerseteeeceeteneeceeees 4 





aes as 


te +. Ps 





JOURNAL 


OF THE 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 


OF THE 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH, 
WAC oe) ore 





HE Ninth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, began its session in McKendree Church, Nashville, Tenn., 
Wednesday, May 3, 1882, at 9 o’clock a.m. 
All the Bishops were present. 
The senior Bishop, Paine, though quite feeble, took the chair, and: 
directed the opening service. 
Bishop Kavanaugh read, and the Conference sung, Hymn 259, 


Draw near, O Son of God, draw near. 


After the singing of this hymn, Bishop Kavanaugh led in prayer. 
Bishop Pierce then read Isaiah 1xi1., and Bishop Keener Ephesians 
iii. Bishop McTyeire read Hymn 887, 


I love thy kingdom, Lord. 


After the singing of which, J. E. Evans led in prayer. 

The presiding Bishop declared the Conference ready to proceed with: 
the calling of the roll, and requested T. O. Summers, Secretary of the 
last General Conference, to call the roll of members elect. Vouchers. 
for the delegates elect having been furnished, at the request of the 
former Secretary the roll of Conferences was called by W. M. Left- 
wich, assisted by J. D. Vincil. Two hundred and eighteen members 
answered to their names, as follows: 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: T.O. Summers, R. B. Crawford,. 
O.°*R. Blue, W. A. McCarty, T. F. Mangum. Lay: 8. H. Dent, J. 

Sah 
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W. Portis, J. T. Harris, F. Law, and R. H. Powell, alternate for P. 
G. Wood. 10. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Benj. H. Greathouse, S. H. 
Babcock. Lay: Frank Parke. 3. 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. W. Wilson, R. Sroitheons 
S. Rogers, J. S. Martin, J. S. Gardner, W. P. Harrison. Lay: J. B. 
Wilson, E. B. Prettyman, T. J. Magruder, J. H. H. Figgatt, J. G. 
ors iz 

CoLUMBIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. R.-N. Bell. 1. 

DENVER CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Qaillian. Lay: Isaac 
Brinker. 2. 

East Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: S. W. Turner, John Adams. 
Lay: W. W. Davis, and H. Twomey, alternate for T. R. Bonner. 4. 

FLoripa ConFERENCE.— Clerical: C. E. Dowman, F. Paseo. Lay: 
J. W. Tucker, T. Turnbull. 4. 

GERMAN Misston CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J. B. A. Ahrens. 1. 

Houston ConreRENCE.— Clerical: F. Richardson, J. 8. Kennedy, 
W. G. E. Cunnyngham, J. M. McTeer, E. E. Wiley, and E. E. Hoss, 
alternate for E. W. Moore. Lay: W. B. Aston, J. W. Gaut, T. 
P. Summers, P. Gallagher, and J. W. Paulett, alternate for J. B. 
Hoyle. 11. 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE.— Clerical: C.C. Mayhew. Lay: Samuel 
Carpenter, 2. ; 

Inprana ConFERENCE.— Clerical: J. Ditzler. 1. 

Inpran Misston Conrerence.—Lay: G. B. Hester. 1. 

Kentucky CONFERENCE.— Clerical: C. W. Miller, H. P. Walker, 
R. Hiner, J. W. Fitch. Lay: J. W. Proctor, J. C. Woodward. 6. 

Lirrte Rock CaNPaBan cae Ranta: W. H. Browning, E. N. 
Watson, Horace Jewell. Lay: C. A. Gantt. 4. 

Los ANGELES CONFERENCE.— Clerical: T. R. Curtis. Zay: Al- 
bert Oglesby. 2. 

Louisiana CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Linus Rarker, C, W, Carter, 
B. F. Alexander. Lay: W. H. Foster, A. C. Mitchell. 5. 

LoursvILLE ConrERENCE.— Clerical: B. M. Messick, G. H. Hayes, 
H. C. Morrison, H. C. Settle, G. R. Browder. Lay: J. A. Carter, S. 
W. Brents, W. E. Parrish, A. B. Stark, W.S. Johnson. 10. 

Mempuis CONFERENCE.— Clerical: Guilford Jones, R. H. Mahon, 
W. T. Harris, A. R. Wilson, T. L. Boswell. Zay: L. D. Mullins, A. 
D. Bright, A. G. Hawkins, J. T. Irion, W. A. Tanner. 10. 

MissIssiPpPI CONFERENCE.— Clerical: C.G. Andrews, H. F. Johnson, 
“W-L.C. Hunnicutt. Lay: I. Miller, & B. Watts, C. S. Stewart. 6. 
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Missourt ConrERENCE.— Clerical: W. M. Rush, E. R. Hendrix, 
E. K. Miller, B. H. Spencer, C. I. Vandeventer. Lay: John D. Vin- 
cil, P. P. Ellis, P. H. Perkins, Thomas Shackelford. 9. 

Montana CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: L. B. Stateler. 1. 

NortaH ALABAMA CONFERENCE. — Clerical: Anson West, J. B. 
Stevenson, L. M. Wilson, J. A. Thompson. Lay: W. B. Wood, J. 
H. Harris. 6. 

Norra CaroLiya CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: N. H. D. Wilson, B. 
Craven, W. 8. Black, L. S. Burkhead, H. T. Hudson, E. A. Yates. 
Lay: BR. T. Gray, T. M. Jones, W. C. Doub, N. W. Lawrence, and E. 
J. Lilly, alternate for W. M. Robbins. 11. 

Norra GrorGiA ConrERENCE.— Clerical: W. H. Potter, A. G. 
Haygood, J. Boring, H. H. Parks, W. F. Cook, J. E. Evans, H. J. 
Adams. Lay: C. D. McCutchen, W. M. Sessions, W. A. Turner, C. 
P. Crawford, R. M. McIntosh, Wier Boyd. 13. 

Norrn Mississrpre1 CoNFERENCE. — Clerical: T. C. Wier, T. W. 
Dye, T. A. S. Adams, Amos Kendall. Lay: H. W. Foote, J. M. 
Wells, R. W. Jones, E. H. Moore, G. D. Shands. 9. 

Norta Texas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: J. H. McLean, M. H. 
Neely, J. M. Binkley, W. H. Hughes. Lay: W: Allen, Young 
Burgher, J. W. Fulton, alternate for A. Holt, and F. H. Welsh, alter- 
nate for W. A. Kendall. 8. 

Norrsu-west TExAs CONFERENCE. — Clerical: J. D. Shaw, W. 
Price, Horace Bishop, C. E. Brown. Lay: J. R. Henry, W. W. 
Treadwell. 6. 

Pactric ConFERENCE.— Clerical: O. P. Fitzgerald, T. H. B. An- 


~ derson. Lay: W. B. Brown. 3. 


SoutH CaRoLiInA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: A. M. Shipp, 8S. B. 
Jones, W. W. Duncan, W. P. Mouzon. Lay: J. H. Carlisle, F. A. 
Connor, W. T. D. Couzar, H. H. Newton. 8. 

SourH GEORGIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: J. W. Hinton, J.S. Key, 
J. B. McGhee, T. T. Christian. Lay: I. Hardeman, W. I. Green. 6. 

SourH-weEst Missourl CONFERENCE.— Clerical: M. M. Pugh, W. 
C. Godbey, and W. M. Prottsman, alternate for C. C. Woods. Lay: 
N. Searritt, G. M. Jones. 5. 

Sr. Louis ConrErRENCcE.— Clerical: D. R.-McAnally, W. V. Tu- 
Gory) 2. 

TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: J.B. McFerrin, R. A. Young, 
W. Burr, J. D. Barbee, D. C. Kelley, J. B. West, J. W. Hanner, sr. 


' Lay: J. Stokes, J. Whitworth, N. T. Lupton, R. H. Pickering, T. B 


Holt. 12. 
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TrExAs CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: E. 8. Smith, H. V. Philpott. Lay: 
_J. T. Swearingen, B. D. Orgain. 4. * 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: W. W. Bennett, R. N. Sledd, 
J. E. Edwards, J. C. Granbery, J. D. Blackwell, P. A. Peterson. 
Lay: W. W. Walker, G. M. Bain, R. Irby, L. L. Marks, and T. B. 
Hanlin, alternate for F. H. Smith. 11. 

WeEsTERN CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: H. D. Hogan. | 1. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: F. B. Carroll, T. 8 
Wade. Lay: John Melntosh. 3. 

West Texas ConrERENCE.— Clerical: A. H. Sutherland, W. J. 
Joyce. Lay: M. N. Shive. 3. 

’ Waurre RIveR CONFERENCE. — Clerical: J. H. Dye. Lay: G 
Thornburg, D. B. Warren. 3. 

A quorum being present, on motion of D. R. McAnally, T. O. Sum 
mers was unanimously elected Secretary by a rising vote. For this 
mark of personal esteem he returned thanks to the Conference, and 
requested that J. D. Vincil and W. M. Leftwich should be elected 
Assistant Secretaries, which was done accordingly. 

The presiding Bishop announced that the General Conference was 
organized and ready to proceed to business. 

R. A. Young, on behalf of the Committee on Entertainment, deliv 
ered a brief but appropriate address of welcome to the homes and 
hospitality of Nashville. 

On motion of J. B. West, the Conference agreed to meet at 9 A.M., 
and adjourn at 12:50 P.M. 

The following resolution was then offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the standing committees be composed of one dele- 
gate from each Annual Conference, to be nominated by the respective 
delegations, and that the following be the committees: 


1. On Episcopacy. 5. On Missions. 
2. On Itineraney. 6. On Boundaries. 
3. On Revisal. 7. On Education. 


4, On Sunday-schools. 8. On Publishing Interests. 
J. E. Evans, 
J. H. McLean. 
On motion of J. E. Evans, the Conference agreed that the delegates 
should meet at 3 o’clock p.m., to nominate the members of the stand- 
ing committees, and report to the Conference at its next session. 
On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Presiding Elder of the Nashville 
District and the pastors of the city Churches were appointed a Com- 
mittee on Public Worship. 


‘ 


1882.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 15 
Bishop McTyeire then read the Episcopal Address, as follows: 


5 ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 

BELOVED BRETHREN:—We join you in rendering’ thanks to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for his good hand upon us in bringing us to meet 
again in his name. ~ 

Twenty-four years ago the General Conference met here. Many and 
great changes have occurred in the outward world; but the Church is 
seen, in the midst of them, the same in spirit and purpose, with suitable 
adaptations in methods and plans to the times and circumstances— 
thus showing her identity and vitality. 

You who were members of that body will hardly fail to note how 
large a proportion of those who sat by your side, and took counsel 
with you then, have been called to give account of their stewardship. 
Let us, with a due sense of responsibility, address ourselves to what is 
before us, conferring together on things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God. And we cannot have a better rule for securing personal edifi- 
cation and safety in counsel than the old one which the fathers printed 
in the Discipline, for the General and Yearly Conferences: “It is 
desired that all things be considered, on these occasions, as in the 
immediate presence of God.” “Let us have an especial care to set 
God always before us.” 

A review of the progress of the Church for the four years just past, 
and a statement of its present condition and prospects, afford cause 
for humility and gratitude. We have enjoyed great opportunities. 
Our land has had peace and health. There has been neither adver- 
sary nor evil occurrent. Open doors have invited us on every side. 
By preaching the gospel with more fidelity, and pressing its truths 
upon the consciences of men; by.a more tender pastoral care and 
faithful administration of discipline; by works of mercy according to 
our ability, and by being liberal, as God has prospered us, in sup- 
porting his cause; by an habitual invocation and codperation with 
the grace of his Spirit, and a consecration of the blessings of his 
providence—we might this day have seen the kingdom of our Master 
more thoroughly established and widely diffused in the earth thay it is. 

But God has been. pleased to accept the service of imperfect agents. 
To an extent calling for our grateful acknowledgment he makes his 
pleasure to prosper in our hands. 

The force of itinerant ministers under appointment to active labor- 
in our thirty-nine Annual Conferences and our Mission-fields is 3,704 
—being an increase in the last quadrennium of 247, We have never 
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known fewer failures on the part of preachers to go to appointments— 
many of them involving special hardships, covering as they do new 
ground, where no line of things has been made ready to hand. The 
people receive them heartily, and are improving in the provision made 
for their support. Our itinerant system is effective. 2 

The membership has increased from 798,862 to 860,687. Thirteen 
thousand of these were added to the Communion of the Church last 
year. The amount of Church-property and accommodation for con- 
gregations has increased in proportion. Houses of worship have been 
built or renovated on better style of architecture, and there has been, 
in a marked degree, a general clearing out of old debts. 

The condition of our Mission-work, at home — abroad, may be 
outlined in the following statements: 

The amount raised for Foreign Missions, from May, 1874, to June, 
1878, was $242,933.98; from June, 1878, to April, 1882, $354,371.99 
—an increase in the last four years of $111,438.01. 

In the same years were contributed to Domestic Missions within the 
bounds of the Annual Conferences the sums respectively of $216,916.67 
and $226,850, the amount in the last quadrenniwm being in excess of 
the former by $9,934.31. 

In the prosecution of our Western work, especially through Colo- 
rado and New Mexico toward Arizona and Southern California, we 
have made an appreciable addition to the itinerant force of the Den- 
ver Conference, which includes that territory—as large an addition as 
the funds appropriated for their support by the Board of Missions 
would allow. Very much more requires to be done in that direction. 
At least as large an expenditure should be made upon the western 
extremity of the line, in connection with the Los Angeles Conference 
and coming eastward through Arizona. A vigorous policy is called 
for if we would do the duty that lies next to us. We have special 
adaptation and responsibilities for occupying this territory, newly 
opened and rapidly filling up with an enterprising population. In the 
neglect or tardy performance of this duty we shall suffer much loss, 
and be cut off from our own proper lines of operation. 

A-considerable Mission-field in connection with the North-west Texas 
Conference has been taken under the care of the Board, a field requir- 
ing men and means beyond our present supply, but giving promise 
of early and large returns. 

The German work, lying principally in. Texas and Louisiana, is 
making progress—not rapid, but sure. Its opportunities are great and. 
increasing, but its means comparatively limited. 
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In the Indian Territory, on our Western frontier, is a field of Church- 
labor possessing peculiar interest. The Indian Mission has steadily 
grown. We have now in that Conference over five thousand members 
—Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles, besides 
several hundred white people and negroes, who have obtained citizen- 
ship or right of residence among the natives. The gospel and the ordi- 
nances of the Church are dispensed to them by more than thirty trav- 
eling preachers—most of them Indians—and one hundred‘ and twenty 
local preachers. There is improvement in the direction of self-support 
in this Mission. In Church-schools and building houses of worship 
more is being done by the Indians than heretofore. z 

The Mexican Border Mission, on our Southern frontier, has extended 
its territorial limits. The number of members is near one thousand ; 
native preachers, seventeen; churches have been built, and more are 
projected. The wants of all that region, on both sides of the Rio 
Grande, demand our attention, and will repay our toil. 

The Central Mexican Mission has been strengthened by the addition 
of two missionaries, The enlargement of the field required this, and, 
if it continues in the same ratio, more missionaries will be néeded 
within the next four years, not to do the work of native preachers, 
but to supervise districts extending beyond the present boundaries of 
the Mission. ‘The way is open, and there is nothing to hinder exten- 
sion but lack of supplies. 

In China, three additions have been made to the laborers yaae care 
of the Board of Missions, and anothér is about to sail by way of 
Europe in company with an older missionary, who has been using his 
enforced visit and stay in this country to fit himself for a wider range 
of employment. The arrival of these two brethren will give our 
Board eight active and efficient American laborers in that field. The 
addition of stations and preaching-places, however, has been such — 
that this number is inadequate to the exactions of the situation, espe- 
cially in view of the success attending the opening of the educational 
work lately projected by the Superintendent, Dr. Allen. There is 
immediate need there of six additional missionaries to teach, as well 
as to preach. The difficulty, as stated by Dr. Allen, in the conduct 
of his high schools, is not the want of pupils, but the scarcity of 
teachers to take charge of the Chinese youth who seek instruction at 
his hands. -One lady, also, has been added as a teacher in the schools 
under the direction of the Board. The new missionaries sent out to 
this and other fields have given proof of the possession of the qualities 
necessary for their high calling. 

2 
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Two missionaries have been added to the Brazil Mission. There is 
just now need of two or three more; and a sufficient expenditure 
~ should be made to put our enterprise in that Empire upon a footing 

that will cause the people to recognize its permaneney. 

It is becoming here to make mention of a name withheld from pub- 
lication during his life-time because of the modesty of its bearer. We 
are indebted to the late J. H. Buffington, of Covington, Kentucky, 
for benefactions which have materially advanced our cause, and 
furnish -an example worthy of all honor and imitation. He might 
have retired from the anxieties and toils of business with ample pro- 

vision for himself and family in his declining years; but, as he him- 

self said, he would continue in business that he might give the proceeds 
to the Lord. His first gift was $6,000, in September, 1879, to build 
a church and boarding-school in Suchow, China; and this memorial 
of him, lately dedicated, stands in the midst of that populous and 
literary city, an attestation of his love and faith. To this sum he 
from time to time added other gifts for various mission uses in Mexico 
and China, until his donations, when his lamented death occurred in 
June, 1881, amounted to more than $16,000. Yet he was not a man 
of great wealth. There are many in our Communion who, with equa! 
- consecration, would be able to furnish larger material aid for the 
world’s conversion. 

A donation made in 1879, by a brother in Georgia, still living, 
secured the building of Trinity Church in Shanghai, which greatly 
strengthened our Mission, and has been a blessing from the auspicious 
day .of its dedication. 

The mission-offerings of these two persons have given character to 
the hopeful operations of the last four years. We may be permitted 
also to notice the fact that the first school-house occupied by us: in 
" China—the Clopton—for planting the leaven of Christian education 
among heathen children, was the gift of a Christian woman of Ten- 
nessee—the proceeds of the sale of her personal+jewelry, laid on the 
altar of Foreign Missions—six years ago. 

Instances of this kind ought not to be isolated. While abating 
nothing of concerted effort, and gathering systematically and using 
economically smaller gifts, let it be borne in mind that not a few of 
our people have opportunities for well-doing that are exceptional. 
Urgent calls are upon us. Men moved by the Holy Ghost are pre- 
paring themselves in our schools and colleges to respond. Who will 
send them? Who will provide them with the material outfit and 
appliances necessary for holding forth the word of God as a light in 
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the dark places of the earth, and claiming the uttermost parts of the 
world for the Saviour’s possession 7 

In yiew of these pressing wants and the possibilities of sanctified 
wealth, let us fulfill the apostolic injunction: “Charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; 
that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, 


~— willing to communicate; laying up for themselves a good foundation. 


against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

We suggest that the General Conference take measures, if practica- 
ble, to anticipate the wants of our enlarging Missions. The present 
arrangement, which throws the assessment and collection of funds 
through the Annual Conferences several months behind the appropri- 
ation and expenditure, puts the Board under the necessity of procur- 
ing advances through the Treasurer. This is inevitable,until by some 
means the collections and the expenditure shall be made to proceed 
simultaneously, or the income precedes the outlay. 

The evangelization of heathen lands must be, under God, carried 
m mainly by converted and trained natives. America cannot send 
snough laborers to China, now or hereafter, for that harvest; but, by. 
such schools as. have lately been inaugurated there, we see promise of 
the possible occupation of that field at no great distance of time. A 
Providential preparation seems to have been completed, and our 
Church is about to see fruit where faith has waited long. Let us be 
equal to the full measure of the opportunity and the undertaking. It 
would be well, in view of the native helpers already engaged and pre- 
paring, and the encouraging outlook, for you to make provision for 
organizing the Shanghai Annual Conference, within the four years 
next following. The same provision might safely be made for the 
_ Central Mexican. Mission, where we now have eleven hundred and fifty 
members, thirty-two native preachers, and twenty-three day-schools, 
besides Sunday-schools. 

A new chapter is to be written in this connection. That timely 
auxiliary, the Woman’s Missionary Society, correlated by the Gen- 
eral Conference four years ago, has done well, and justified the recog- 
—nition then made. So far as results have appeared, its affairs have 
been managed efficiently, economically, and judiciously. The man- 
agement has adhered to the line of collection and disbursement pre- 
scribed by law, and instead of lessening the amount flowing by ordi- 
nary channels into the treasury of the Missionary Board, it is our 
opinion that the money reported by the Woman’s Missionary Society 
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is a clear gain. By their excellent monthly paper useful information 
has been circulated, and by their personal efforts the zeal for Missions: 
has been generally quickened. The Society has sent out five well- 
chosen missionaries—two to China, one to Brazil, and two to the Mex- 
ican Border Mission—who codperate with the Board of Missions har- 
moniously in their respective fields as teachers. The Society is also 
building at Laredo, an important station on the Rio Grande, a board- 
ing-school for girls, and its agents are occupying two such school-build- 
ings, erected by its own funds, in China. Ground has been secured, and 
plans made for a girls’ boarding-school in Piracicaba, Brazil. Money 
raised to date, $64,910. Their Missionary Advocate has paid its own 
expenses, and brought $1,000 into the Society’s treasury. We are 
advised that a memorial will be sent up requesting cértain readjust- 
ments of the Society to the Board of Missions, and to its own recog- 
nized field of operations. It is needless that we recommend it to your 
most cordial and prompt consideration. 

An organization without complex machinery, simple but efficient, 
and of Connectional extent, by which the strong could help the weak 
in the work of Church extension, would meet a want that has found 
a general expression among our people. The Missionary Board can- 
not conveniently aid feeble societies in new settlements in securing 
suitable houses of worship, and thus occupying new stations. This is 
aside from its main purpose, and, in the opinion of some, trenches 
upon its constitutional powers. 

It is with pleasure we notice the increase of parsonages, both in 
number and quality. A home for the itinerant’s family is essential to 
the thorough maintenance of the itinerant system. We advise, in 
order to promote this interest, and to avoid misunderstanding, that 
you provide a method by which a common property in the parsonage 
may be equitably divided when it becomes necessary to divide the 
pastoral charge. 

The Sunday-school Department has made progress during the past 
four years. The increase in the number of schools is over 2,000, and, 
of pupils 71,000. There are now 9,310 schools, 62,442 teachers, 462,- 
321 pupils—increase last year 21,707. 

The Sunday-school Literature has been improved in quality, reduced 
in price, and increased in circulation. In 1878 the aggregate circula- 
tion was 250,000 monthly issues; it is now over 400,000. Several new 
books and catechisms have been published, adding to the general Sun- 
day-school catalogue. The Sunday School Magazine has been increased 
from thirty-two pages to forty-eight pages, and reduced in price from 
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one dollar to fifty cents. As the financial condition of the Publishing 
House improves, plans should be matured for enlarging the operations 
of this department. No part of our Church-work is more prosperous 
and promising. The Church and the Sunday-school are drawing 
closer together. Pastors and Quarterly Conferences are coming into 
their true relations to it. Greater attention is being given to doctrinal 
teaching. Juvenile missionary societies have increased in numbers 
and efficiency. And, best of all, revivals of religion frequently begin 
in the Sunday-school, which reach to the Church and community. 
The increase in Church-membership from this source has been note- 
worthy. 

Last May, in pursuance of a request made by the Sunday-school 
Editor, about twenty Conference Sunday-school Secretaries met in 
Nashville, and continued in session for three days. These representa- 
tive men, from as many Annual Conferences, consulted on matters 
pertaining to the conduct and development of the Sunday-school; and 
their suggestions will be submitted to your consideration. 

Not a few of our Sunday-schools are afflicted with an irresponsible 
literature, teaching erroneous and strange doctrines, or no doctrines 
at all, imposed upon them by various devices, This ought not so! to 
be. The General Conference would do a timely service for catechet- 
ical instruction in the. family, the Sunday-school, and the Church at 
large, by creating a commission. to revise the Catechisms in use among 
us, and to prepare a graded system, suited to all, from the Infant to 


the Bible Class, to be published under suitable regulations. We be- | 


lieve that we hold the truth, and duty and safety require us to teach 
it, and to teach it to all. A thorough inculcation of our doctrines 
and polity would promote stability and robustness of spiritual life, 
alike in the young and the old. 


j The condition of our Publishing House has been materially changed, 


and for the better, since the General Conference last had its affairs 
under consideration. The wisdom of clothing the Book Committee with 


powers adequate to the emergency has been vindicated. The Church . 


is greatly indebted to that Committee—composed mostly of laymen— 
for the eminent patience, and skill, and fidelity with which they have 
served in connection with the Book Agent and the Business Manager. 
Their statements, in detail, will be before you; from, which it will 
appear that four years ago the claims against the Publishing House 
amounted to over $300,000, drawing interest at the rate of $60 a day, 
and the liabilities exceeded the assets by more than $100,000. The 
reports now show assets above liabilities by more than $50,000, and 
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the remaining indebtedness in a manageable shape, being almost 

wholly in four per cent. bonds on long time. Also, that the manufact-- 
uring facilities of the House have been increased, and its business. 

put on a cash basis. 

These facts point to a gratifying increase in the business of the 
House, including the circulation of its periodicals and the manufact- 
ure and sale of religious books. The bond scheme devised by the 
Book Committee was responded to by the Church and its friends, busi- 
ness revived, confidence was restored, and the disaster which threat- 
ened us four years ago has been happily averted. 

While the ministers who have been employed, both in the Agency 
and in the Committee, have done their duty well, as has been their 
custom whenever the Church called for their services, let us not forget 
how much we are indebted to lay agency for the redemption of the 
Publishing House. Lay delegates, in the committee-room at Atlanta, 
brought their business training and capacity to the difficult problem 
and put it in the way of solution, and laymen in the Book-room at 
Nashville gave their financial skill to working it out—and so, by the 
blessing of God, we have the result. This may teach us what the 
Church has gained, in the various enterprises which admit of it, by 
calling into her councils the codperation of her laity. 

A publishing house conducted by the Church ‘is not a mercantile, 
but chiefly a moral, scheme. It must be conducted on business prin- 
ciples, but for religious ends. We trust the day is not far distant 
when the ideal shall be realized of a Christian literature, published 
under the guarantee of a competent supervision, cheap, and widely 
diffused. The issues of our press must supplant those of infidelity and 
vice by their cheapness as well as their value—by their accessibility 

_as well as their purity, To this consummation let us tend constantly 
and as rapidly as our recuperating Publishing House can bear it. The 
Church, to be justified in engaging in a work havi: g so many secular 
aspects, must keep the religious function steadily and prominently in 
view. Printed truth, like preached truth, must reach the people—the 
poor as well as the rich. It is printed to be read, and it is read to do 
good—to enlarge the heart, to enlighten the mind, to quicken the con- 
science, and to sanctify the soul. Cheapness, in order to its circula- 
tion, is a prime quality. The Connection has a monopoly of valuable 
publications, and also, within a certain sphere, of an extensive book 
and periodical trade. This advantage, created by it and justly belong- 


ing to it, should inure to the benefit of its literature, and be so used as — 


to bring down the price within reach of all. And while local inter- 
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ests and private enterprises not having the same facilities must be 
allowed their full liberty and mission, we submit that no protective 
legislation in their behalf should be allowed to defeat the Church in 
one of the principal objects contemplated in publishing religious books 
and periodicals. : 

Our educational institutions have had an unequal prosperity. Some 
have enjoyed munificent gifts from abroad, and others have languished 
for the support at home to which they were entitled. High schools, 
under the care of District Conferences, were brought to your attention 
in our last Address; and their success in portions of the Connection is 
not only a gratifying fact, but a suggestion of enlargement in this diree- 
tion.- No doubt, colleges and universities have been undertaken too 
often among us without counting the cost of their erection, equipment, 
and maintenance. The consequences have been such as are not pleas- 
ant to contemplate—harassing debts, ill-paid Faculties, and sometimes 
a lowered curriculum, followed by a lingering death. It would, we 
think, be in the interest of higher Christian education if a sentiment 
should grow up among us discouraging new enterprises of this sort 
until those we have are endowed sufficiently at least to insure their 
stability. The provision made by civil and municipal governments 
for lessening the illiteracy of the masses does not interfere with the 
work the Church proposes to do. Methodism cannot remit the higher 
education of her children to other Churches, or to the State. Without 
entering into the question of the moral right of taxation in order to 
earry free education for all to this point, the Methodist Church has 
found her safety and her spiritual profit in cherishing academies and 
colleges for our youth of both sexes. It is possible we have been too 
sensitive to the appearance or the charge of sectarianism in this mat- 
ter. Not negative but positive results are sought, and these alone can 
justify the Church in entering this field. Moral unity in our teaching 
and governing forces, and a pronounced religious influence exerted 


upon pupils, would be consistent with detailing so many of our able 


ministers every year to this department, and with the amount of money 
collected, and the large attention bestowed in our ecclesiastical assem- 
blies on this cause. 

As authorized and directed by the last General Conference, we took 
measures to have our branch of Methodism represented in the Eeu- 
menical Conference, which met in City Road Chapel, London, Septem- 
ber 7-20, 1881. Thirty-eight of the four-hundred delegates constituting 
that body were allotted to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
there were present thirty-six. Of the proceedings of that delegated 
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Conference of the Methodist branch of the Catholic Church, embrac- 
ing about five million members, we need not speak particularly, since 
they have been published in a’volume, and widely circulated. The 
hospitality and liberal provision of our English brethren were equal to 
the demands of the occasion. They left. nothing undone for the com- 
fort of their guests or the success of the Conference. It was an epochal 
event. In that historic place, the various families of Wesleyan Meth- 
odism throughout the world realized their substantial unity, reasserted 
their cardinal principles, took account of their forces, surveyed the 
fields to be occupied and the work to be done, and exchanged views 
as to the best method of doing it; and, after two weeks of harmonious 
deliberation and edifying fellowship, they repaired to their various 
climes and countries to carry on the work of God. 

Before another session of this body, the first hundred years since 
Methodism in America was formally organized will be completed. Its 
proper celebration would be a means of grace. The last General Con- 
ference took tentative action on this subject, but it remains for you to 
act more definitely. It might be well for this body not only to take 
advanced steps for concerted action in this direction with our brethren 
of other Churches, but to designate the objects upon which the liber- 
ality of the people may be directed, on that centenary occasion, in 
their thank-offerings. The centenary of the organization of American 
“Methodism is an event too rich in suggestion, and too important in its 
bearings on the religion and civilization of our land, to pass without 
suitable celebration. 

We have before called your attention to the undue facility with 
which supernumeraries and superannuates are made. This evil has 
been partially checked in the Annual Conferences by their using more 
than formerly the law for locating inefticient, unacceptable, or secular 
preachers. These relations, however, are too often loosely, if not abu- 
sively, employed to keep men nominally in the itinerant ranks who 
have rendered little service there, and who in time share a stipend 
with aged and worn-out ministers who have borne the burden and 
heat of the day. The sympathiesof brethren sometimes so overcome 
their judgments as to put on the superannuated list men who have not 
graduated to elder’s orders. This practice, in our opinion, reacts dam- 
agingly upon the collections for this worthy class of claimants, works 
injustice to those who really have claims upon this fund, and discour- 
ages active laborers from continuing in the regular work until they are 
worn out. Ifa remedy for these evils, capable of general application, 
could be devised, it would be a timely service. 
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The journals of all the Annual Conferences will: be submitted to 


your supervision. As Executive Officers of the Church, charged with 


seeing that the laws are carried out, it is a gratification to us to know 
that in this authentic way our administration, in every part, is to be 
brought to the notice of its highest judicatory, and thus any errors 


- may be corrected. 


Our observation is that the business conduct and the journals of the 
Annual Conferences have been improved by this periodical scrutiny of 
their official records on the part of a superior body. A like improve- 
ment, and one much needed, would be realized to the Quarterly Con- 
ferences if the law were more specific which gives the District Confer- 
ence authority to supervise their records. It would take a few steps 
more, and be according to the genius of our system, to complete the 


‘plan of supervision by having the records of the Church Conferences, 


and the manner of keeping registries, supervised-annually by the Quar- 
terly Conference, and the records of the District Conferences super- 
vised by the Annual Conference. 

The negro population of the South and South-west, upon which our 


‘Church in time past bestowed much labor, but which for several years 


has been turned away from us, is again becoming accessible to our influ- 
ence. Opportunities to preach to their congregations should be dili- 
gently improved. The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in Amer- 
ica, organized by us a decade ago at the request of the remnant of 
our colored membership, has maintained its integrity, and made some 
progress. They are in great need of facilities for providing themselves 
with suitable pastors and teachers of their own race. Whatever assist- 
ance we can render them, in this respect especially, will be well be- 
stowed; and we invite to this subject your favorable consideration. 
We have little legislation to recommend. The great body of the 
ministry and membership are thoroughly in accord with the doctrines, 
usages, and polity of our Church; and our relations with other ecclesi- 
astical organizations were never more satisfactory. Not statute law, 
but life, and life more abundantly, is the want of our day. A low 
spiritual experience is the greatest danger of Methodism. Whatever 
you can do to promote personal, family, and social religion will prove 
our best defense against the enemies that war against the soul. Let 
our existing laws be judiciously and faithfully administered, and it 


will be found that persons who live in the violation of their baptismal 


eoyenant cannot live within the Church. 
We have been able to preside at all the sessions of the Annual Con- 
ferences except five. The number of effective Superintendents, the 
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extent of territory, and the general preference for fall sessions, which 
we endeavored to gratify, have not afforded the best conditions for our 
visitations. Spring sessions are not without advantage for an Annual 
Conference, and we observe with pleasure a growing sentiment that 

will enable us to make a distribution of sessions through a longer time, 
without violent change. You see our lessened number, and how time 
has dealt with some that remain. Two of our beloved colleagues are 
not, for God has taken them. Bishop Doggett died in Richmond, 
October 29, 1880; Bishop Wightman died in Charleston, February 15, 
1882. They were the sons of Methodism, born at her altars. As her 
servants, they filled every office and post where labor is required or honor 
bestowed. Their characters illustrated the doctrines they preached. 
They rest from their labors, and their works do follow them. You 
anticipate us in the recommendation of an addition to the College of 
Bishops: it cannot be longer postponed. Our judgment is that with 
the addition of three men, such as you will elect, the Episcopal work 
of the Church can be done for the next four years. 

“ Now, the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
)asting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
_ working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
(Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

\ R. PAIng, 
G. F. Prerce, 
H. H. Kavanaven, 
H. N. McTyerre, 
J. C. KEENER. 

Bishop Pierce took the Chair. 

The venerable senior Bishop Paine then read to the Conference the 
following paper: be 
To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, South: ° 

Drar BretHren:—While joining heartily with my colleagues in 
the address you have heard, I beg your indulgence to make a few 
remarks of a personal character. 

During nearly sixty-five years I have had the honor of being an 
itinerant Methodist preacher, and for thirty-six years a Bishop. In 
the General Conference of 1824 I was a delegate, and, as Bishop or 
delegate, have attended every session since then. For the confidence 
in my reliability, indicated by these facts, I wish now to return my 
most earnest gratitude. To my much-respected colleagues in the 
Episcopacy, between whom and myself the utmost cordial feelings 
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have been unvaryingly maintained, I tender my thanks: They have 
generously supplied my lack of service by doing double duty. 

And now, beloved brethren, worn down with age and infirmities, I 
ask to be permitted to retire from future active seryice. Permit me, 
in conclusion, to congratulate you upon the auspicious circumstances 
under which you have met, and to remind you of your high responsi- 
bility to God and his Church. 

Should it be allowed me, in making this, probably my Inst commu- 
nication to a General Conference, to express the results of my experi- 
ence and observations as to the doctrines and policy of our beloved 
Methodism, I would say, after devoting a life-time to the study of its 
doctrines, my conviction as to their scripturalness has strengthened, 
and my estimation of the importance of maintaining the essential feat- 
ures of its polity has increased. 

I do most devoutly thank God that in early life I became a Meth- 
odist itmmerant preacher, and have continued such. But above all, I 
rejoice in the religious experience which Methodism presents as the 
privilege of its members, “the joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

To enjoy this, is the crowning glory of the Christian life. I rejoice 
in a thorough conversion, consciously attested by the witnessing Spirit, 
a pure and consecrated daily life, and its end—if it can be properly 
said ever to end—the crown of glory that fadeth not away. For this 
culmination I shall beg calmly and with humble cdnfidence to wait 
until the pains and infirmities of this life shall pass away. There 
may we meet again. 

At the conclusion of this affecting address, the Conference sung a 
few verses of the familiar hymn, 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. 

After a few feeling remarks, J. B. McFerrin moved to refer the 
address of Bishop Paine to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Bishop Pierce said, in response to Bishop Paine: 

BELovED BrotrHER:—Your colleagues and brethren rejoice to see 
you among them. We consider your presence a benediction. It seems 
to me to be a beautiful providence that you should have commenced 
your itinerant career sixty-five years ago at this very point, and that 
after concluding that circle of labors you are here in the presence of 
your brethren, asking of them retirement from active service. Bless 
God that he has given to us your service so long, that he has spared 
you to attend this Conference. But, while you cannot go forth in the 
Master’s work, we may profit by your counsel, and rejoice in Christian 
fellowship with you. We do bless God that now, in the sunset of your 
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life, you are among us, and we ask him to help and sanctify you, and 

that. when your sun shall go down you will pass into that heaven 

made glorious by the memories of the past and the joys of the future. 
God bless you. 

_ The following resolutions were thea offered and adopted: 

Resolved, 1. That the quadrennial Address of the Bishops be re- 
ceived, and that the various matters treated of be referred to the appro- 
priate standing committees. 

2. That the communication of Bishop Paine be referred to the Com- 
palace on Episcopacy. J. 8. Key, 

J. W. Hixon. 

On motion of W. M. Rush, the Rules of Order in force at the last 
General Conference were adopted for the present. 


“RULES OF ORDER. 


1. The Conference shall meet at 9 o’clock A.m., and adjourn at 1 
e.M., but may alter the times of meeting and adjournment at their 
discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to which 
the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be opened by 
yeading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and, on the appearance 
of a quorum, shall have the journals of the preceding day read and 
approved, when ‘the business of the Conference shall proceed in the 
following order—viz. : 

(1) Reports of the standing committees. 

(2) Reports of the select committees. 

(3) Petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
uppeal,to the Conference; but in case of such appeal, the question 
shall be taken without debate. 

4. He shall appoint all committees, not otherwise specially ordered 

by the Conference; but any member may degline serving on more 
oe one committee at the same time. 
. All motions and resolutions introduced by any member shall "i 


. 


Fciiced to writing, if the President, Secretary, or any two members — 


request it. 

6. A member presenting any petition, memorial, or other paper 
which should go to a standing committee, shall name the committee 
to which he would have it referred, and if there be no objection, it shall 
be so referred without a vote; and all such petitions, memorials, and 
papers shall be presented in duplicate. 
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7. Committees recommending changes of the Discipline shall recite 
not only the page, chapter, and section ~proposed to be amended, but 
also the paragraph as amended. 

8. When a motion or resolution is made and seconded, or a report 
presented, and is read by the Secretary, or stated by the President, it 
shall be deemed in possession of the Conference; but any motion or 
resolution may be withdrawn by the mover at any time before decision 
or amendment. 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be made until the one under 
consideration is disposed of, which may be done by adoption or rejec- 
tion, unless one of the following motions shall intervene, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order in which they are placed—viz.: 
Indefinite postponement, laying on the table, reference to a committee, . 
postponement to a given time, amendment or a substitute: provided, 
that a motion to lay on the table shall be put without debate. 

10. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by the 
President, to call him to order when he departs from the question, or 
uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may 
call the attention of the President to the subject when he deems a 
speaker out of order, and any member may explain if he thinks him: 
self misrepresented. e 

_ 11. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, he shall rise from his seat and respect~ 
fully address himself to the President. 

12. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question 
nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the Confer 
ence; nor shall any member speak more than once until every mem: 
ber choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

13. When any motion or resolution shall have passed, it shall be in 
order for any member who voted in the majority to move for a recon- 
sideration. 

14; No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he be sick or unable to attend. ; 

15. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is not 
within the bar at the time when such question is put by the President, 
except by leave of the Conference, when such member has been nee- 
essarily absent. 

16. Every member who shall be within the bar at the time the ques- 
tion is put shall give his vote, unless the Conference, for special reasons, 
excuse him. 

17. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline shall 
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be adopted until it shall have been at least one day in the possession 
of the Conference. 

- 18, A motion to-adjourn shall always be. in order, aia shall be 

decided without debate. 

19. Whenever a member shall méve that “the question shall now 
be put,” the vote on such motion shall be taken without debate; and 
if two-thirds of the members voting shall sustain the call, the Presi- 
dent shall put the question then pending, and the vote shall be taken 
immediately, without debate; and if the pending question shall be an 
amendment or substitute, and shall be rejected, the President shall 
then put the main question, and the vote shall be taken on that, with- 
out debate. 

20. Whenever a change in the Discipline shall be proposed, the sec- 
tion, chapter, or paragraph in which it occurs, and also the proposed 
change, shall be printed in the Daily Advocate. 

On motion of W. M. Rush, the Conference agreed that the selection 
of sittings should be made at the meeting of the delegations this after- 
noon at 3 o'clock. : 

The following resolutions were offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That a Committee on Introductions be appointed by the 
Chair, to consist of three clerical and three lay delegates: . 

J. E. Evans, 
N. T. Lurron, 

Resolved, That the following select committees be ordered by the Con- 
ference, to consist of five delegates each, to be appointed by the Col- 
lege of Bishops: 

1. On Bible Cause. 

2. On Temperance. 

3. On Fraternal Correspondence. 

4. On Centenary of American Methodism. 


A.M. Supp. 
< N. T. Lupron. 

On motion of E. R. Hendrix, so much of the Episcopal Address as 
relates to the Centenary of American Methodism was referred to the 
special committee upon that subject. 

On motion of D. R. McAnally, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of one member 
from each Annual Conference, to be called the Committee on Church 
Extension, 


On motion of J. E. Evans, the Conference adjourned, to, meet at 4 
o'clock P.M. 
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After the doxology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 


Bishop Pierce. 


Wednesda Afternoon, May a 1882, 


Conference met at 4 o’clock, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 


Hymn 502, “Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb,” was sung, and prayer 
offered by D. Ri McAnally. 


The Minutes of the morning session were read, corrected, and ap- 


proved. 


Bishop McTyeire announced the following committees: 
On Centenary of American Methodism.—E. R. Hendrix, J. 8. Key, 
J.C. Granbery, E. B. Prettyman, R. W. Jones. 


On Introductions. 





Dent, W. H. Foster, John A. Carter. 
* On Bible Cause—H. F. Johnson, A. B. Stark, J. R. N. Bell, 8. W. ; 
Brents, H. V. Philpott. 
On Fraternal Correspondence—A. M. Shipp, W. C. Doub, W. H. 
Potter, Guilford Jones, J. W. Tucker. 
On Temperance—W. M. Rush, J. H. Carlisle, H. Jewell, T. L, 
Boswell, M. N. Shive. 
The following standing committees were nominated by their re: 


spective delegations, and confirmed by the Conference: 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


J. E. Evans, W. V. Tudor, 8.H. > 





CONFERENCES, 


Alabama, 
Arkansas, 
Baltimore, 
Columbia, 
Denver. 

East Texas, 
Florida, 

German Mission, 
Holston, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Indian Mission, 
Kentucky, 

Little Rock, 

Los Angeles, 
Louisiana, 
Louisville, 
Memphis, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 

North Alabama, 
North Carolina, 
North Georgia, 
North Mississippi, 
North Texas, 
North-west Texas, 
Pacific; 

‘South Carolina, 
South Georgia, 
South-west Missouri, 
St. Louis, 
Tennessee, 





EPISCOPACY. 


O. R. Blue, 

S. H. Babeock, 
A. W. Wilson, 
J.R.N. Bell, 

A. H. Quillian, 
John Adams, 

C. E. Dowman, 
J. B. A. Ahrens, 
E. BE. Wiley, 

C. C. Mayhew, 
J. Ditzler, 
Young Ewing 

C. W. Miller; 

H. Jewell, 

PR. Curtis, 

C. W. Cartér, 

B. M.. Messick, 
Guilford Jones, 
H. F. Johnson, 
W. M. Rush, 

L. B. Stateler, 
Anson West, 

N. H. D. Wilson, 
W. 4H. Potter, 
Amos Kendall, 
John H. McLean, 
William Price, 
O. P. Fitzgerald, 
A. M. Shipp. 

J. W. Hinton, 
M. M. Pugh, 

D R. MeAnally, 
J. B, MeFerin. 





ITINERANCY. 


. McCarty, 
Babeoek, 
gers, 

.N. Bell, 

. Quillian, 
Adams, 

. Pasco, 

J. B. A. Ahrens, 
F. Richardson, 
8. Carpenter, 
J. Ditzler, 

G. B. Hester, 
H. P. Walker, 
E. N. Watson, 
T. R. Curtis, 

L. Parker, 
H.€. Morrison, 
R. A. Mahon, 
C. G. Andrews, 
J. Di Vineil, 

L. B. Stateler, 
J. A. Thompson, 
B. Craven, 
Wier Boyd, 

E. H. Moore, 
F. H. Welch, 

C. E. Brown, 
T. H. B. Anderson, 
W.P. Mouzon, 
J. B. MeGehee, 
W. M. Prottsman, 
W. V. Tudor, 
J. W. Hanner, 


er maa 
ye nueee 





REVISAL, 


R. H. Powell, 

J. W. Jones, 

R. Smithson, 

J. R. N. Bell, 

A. H. Quillian, 
Ss. W. Turner, / 
F. Paseo, ; 
J. B. A. Ahrens, 
W. B. Aston, 

8. Carpenter, 

J. Ditaler, 

Young Ewing, 
es “Walker, 
W. H. Browning, 
Albert Oglesby, 
B. F. Alexander, 
H. C. Settle, 

T. L. Boswell, 
W.L.C. Hunnicutt, 
B. H. Spencer, 
L. B. Stateler, 

J. A. Thompson, 
H. D Hudson, 
J. EK. Evans, 

T. W. Dye, 

W. H.. Hughes, 
A. Davis, 

W. B. Brown, 

QO. A. Darby, 

T. T. Christian, 
N. Searritt, 

D. R. MeAnally, 
J. D. Barbee, 
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CONFERENCES, 


Texas, 

Virginia, 

Western, 

Western Virginia, 
~ West Texas, 

White River, 


EPISCOPACY. 


IG. John, 

W. W. Bennett, 

H. D. Hogan, 

F. B. Carroll, 

M. N. Shive, 
Josephus Anderson, 








Chairmen, W. W. Bennett, 
Secretaries, J. W. Hinton. 
CONFERENCES. SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Alabama, F. Law, 
Arkansas, J. W. Jones, 
Baltimore, T. J. Magruder, 
Columbia, J. R. N. Bell, 
Denver, I. Brinker, 
East Texas, H. Twomey, 
Florida, T. Turnbull, 
German Mission, J. B.A. Ahrens, 
Holston, W.G. E. Cunnyngham, 
Illinois, S. Carpenter, 
Indiana, J. W. Smith, 
Indian Mission, G. B. Hester, 
Kentucky, T. L. Given, 


Little Rock, 
Los Angeles, 
Louisiana, 
Louisville, 
Memphis, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 
North Alabama, 
North Carolina, 
North Georgia, 
North Mississippi, 
North Texas, 
North-west Texas, 
Pacific, 
South Carolina, 
South Georgia, 
South-west Missouri, 
St. Louis, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Virginia, 
Western, 
Western Virginia, 
West Texas, 
White River, 
‘Chairmen, 
Secretaries, 


CONFERENCES, 


Alabama, 
Arkansas, 
Baltimore, 
Columbia, 
Denver, 

» East Texas, 
Florida, 
German Mission, 
‘Holston, 
Illinois, 
Indiana, 
Indian Mission, 
Kentucky, 
Little Roek, 
Los Angeles, 
Louisiana, 
Louisville, 
Memphis, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 





W.S. Jeter, 

T. R. Curtis, 

W. Hz. Foster, 

S. W. Brents, 

A. G. Hawkins, 
C. S. Stewart, 

P. P. Ellis, 

L. B. Stateler, 

J. H. Harris; 

T. M. Jones, 

R. M. MeIntosh, 
R. W. Jones, 
Young Burgher, 
W. W. Treadwell, 
O. P. Fitzgerald, 
Jachie Carlisle, 
Isaac Hardeman, 
T. M. Cobb, 
Samuel Cupples, 
C. J. Moody, 

B. D. Orgain, 

L. L. Marks, 

W. H. H. Adams, 
John MeIntosh, 
M. N. Shive, 
George Thornburg, 
J. H. Carlisle, 

R. W. Jones. 


EDUCATION. 
Jd. Ty Barris; 
J. W. Jones, 
W. P. Harrison, 
J. R.N. Bell, 
Isaac Brinker, 
W. Turner, 
E. Dowman, 
B. A. Ahrens, 
8. Kennedy, 
Cc. Mayhew, 
W. Smith, 
B. Hester, 
C. Cooper, 
N. Watson, 
Oglesby, 
W. Carter, 
B. Stark, 
W. A. Tanner, 
Cc. G. Andrews, 
E. R. Hendrix, 
L. B. Stateler, 


SOP REaHOUsaD 





ITINERANCY. 


| H. V. Philpott, 

J. E. Edwards, 
H. D. Hogan, 
TS. Wade, 

A. H. Sutherland, 
Jj. H.Dye, 

J. 8. Martin, 

J. A. Thompson. 


MISSIONS. 


. Crawford, 
. Babeock, 


Cc. C. Mayhew, 
J. Ditzler, 

G. B. Hester, 
J. W. Fitch, 
Horace Jewell, 


W.S. Johnson, 
R. Wilson, 

. B. Galloway, 
D. Woodson, 
. B. Stateler, 

. A. Powell, 

. T. Hudson, 
G. Haygood, 
. A. S.-Adams, 
J. M. Binkley, 
Horace Bishop, 
T. H. B. Anderson, 


J. 8. Key, 

N. Searritt, 

W. V. Tudor, 

D. C. Kelley, 

B. D. Orgain, 
George M. Bain, 
H. D. Hogan, 

J. MeIntosh, 

A. H. Sutherland, 
Josephus Anderson, 
D.C. Kelley. 

J. W. Tucker. 


SP breo> 


PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


S. H. Dent, 
Frank Parke, 
Jesse B. Wilsoy, 
J. R.N. Bell, 
Isaac Brinker, 
W. W. Davis, 
J. W. Tucker, 
J. B. A. Ahrens, 
J. W. Gaut, 
S. Carpenter, 
J. W. Smith, 
G. B. Hester, 
J. W. Proctor, 
- R. Hazen, 
Oglesby, 
WH Foster, 
W.E. Parrish, 
Js Seon 
8. B. Watts, 
E. K. Miller, . 
I, B. Stateler, 





REVISAL. 


H. V. Philpott, 
P. A. Peterson, 


15 
. A. Peterson, 
+ Ve ees Due 





BOUNDARIES. 


. G. Wood, 

. H. Greathouse, 
‘ag Gardner, 
. R. N. Bell, 
. Brinker, 

. W. Turner, 
. Turnbull, 
Rel eye Ahrens, 
. W. Paulett, 
iar Mayhew, 
. W. Smith, 
B35 Hester, 


HQGONURAD Ay 


A.C. “Mitchell, 
GoR. Browder, 
W. T. Harris, 
Irvin Miller, 

T. Shackelford, 
L. B. Stateler, 
L. M. Wilson, 
L. S. Burkhead, 
W. M. Sessions, 
H. W. Foote, 
W. H. Hughes, 
J. D. Shaw, 

W. B. Brown, 
W. T. D. Cousar, 
W. I. Green, 
N¢Searritt, 
J.C. Moore, 

G. G. Dibrell, 

B. D. Orgain, 

J. D. Blackwell, 
H. D. Hogan, 
T. S. Wade, 

A. H. Sutherland, 
D. B. Warren, 
G. R. Browder, 
Irvin Miller. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


J. W. Portis, 
Frank Parke, 

E. B. Prettyman, 
J. R. N. Bell, 

A. H. Quillian, 
John Adams, 

J. W. Tucker, 
J.B. A. Ahrens, 
T. P. Summers, 
Cc. C. Mayhew, 

J. Ditzler, 

G. B. Hester, 

R. Hiner, 

W. H. Browning, 
T. R. Curtis, 

B. F. Alexander, 
J. A. Carter, 

L. D. Mullins, 

H. F. Johnson, 
P. H. Perkins, 
L. B Stateler, 
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North Alabama, M. C. Baldridge, W. B. Wood, Anson West, 

North Carolina, R. T. Gray, _ W.S. Black, W.C. Doub, 

North Georgia, W. F. Cook, H. H. Parks, H. J. Adams, 

North Mississippi, G. D. Shands, J. M. Wells, S. A. Steele, 

North Texas, W. A. Allen, J. M. Binkley, J. W. Fulton, 

North-west Texas, B. A. Philpott, D. H. Snyder, J. R. Henry, 

Pacific, ‘. H. B. Anderson, O. P. Fitzgerald, W. F. Goad, 

South Carolina, W. W. Duncan, S. B. Jones, F. A. Connor, 

South Georgia, G. R. Glenn, E. M. Butt, J.S. Key, 

South-west Missouri, | W. C. Godbey, G. M. Jones, W.M. Prottsman, 

St. Louis, | J. C. Moore, Samuel Cupples, D. R. McAnally, 

Tennessee, N. T. Lupton, Jordan Stokes, . William Burr,, 

Texas, H. V. Philpott, J. Ts Swearingen, pda by Swearingen, 

Virginia, “ R.N. Sledd, W. W. Walker, f R. Irby, 

Western, W.H. HH. Adams, W.H. H. Adams, HD: Hogan, 

Western Virginia, W. OC. Ireland, W.C. Ireland, F. B. Carroll, 

West Texas, 2 W.J Joyce, M. N. Shive, W. J. Joyce, 

White River, D. B. Warren, George Thornburg, Josephus Anderson, 
Chairmen, W. P. Harrison, W. W. Walker, D.R MeAnally, 
Secretaries, | W. F. Cook. S. H. Dent. : L. D. Mullins. 














On motion of M. M. Pugh, the Conference adjourned. Benediction 
by Bishop Pierce. 
Thursday Morning, May 4, 1882. 
Conference met at 9 o’clock, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by H. H. Parks. 
” The Minutes of yesterday afternoon’s session were read, corrected, 
and approved. 
The following delegates, absent on yesterday, were reported present, 
and took their seats: 
KeEntucky ConFERENCE.— Lay: J. C. Cooper. 
LovulstaNa ConFERENCE.—Lay: A. S. Helmick. 
Nortu-west Trxas ConFERENCE.— Clerical: A. Davis; Lay: D. 
H. Snyder. 
TENNESSEE CONFERENUVE. —Lay y: William Hust, alternate for C. J. 
Moody. 
Wuirtrt River ConFEeRENCcE.— Clerical: Josephus Anderson. 
Bishop Kavanaugh, took the chair, and called for petitions, memo- 
rials, and appeals. 
ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—R. B. Crawford Speeaaried the appeal of 
A. J. Briggs from the action of the Alabama Conference, suspending 
him from the ministry. The Conference entertained the appeal; and, 
on motion, it was resolved that the Chair appoint a Committee on 
Appeals. 
ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A ected on the subject of bounda- 
ries, presented, and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
eferred to the 
Committee on Revisal; also one concerning Church extension, referred 
to the Committee on Church Extension. 
3 
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INDIANA CONFERENCE.—A memorial relating to missions, referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

‘Kentucky Conrerence.—A memorial concerning District ous 
ees, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

LovuistanaA CONFERENCE.—A. memorial on Church extension, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

Mississtpp1 CoNFERENCE.—The appeal of Louis Kendall from the 
action of the Mississippi Conference, expelling him, was entertained 
by the General Conference. 

Norra ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on boundaries, re 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries; and one on changes in the ~ 
Discipline, referred to the Committee on Reyisal. 

Nortu GrorGia CoNFERENCE.—A memorial proposing a change 
in the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Nort Misstsstpp1 CONFERENCE.—The appeal of J.C. Parish from 
the action of the Conference, suspending him, was entertained. 

Nortu-west TrxAs CoNFERENCE.—A memorial relating to episco- 
pacy, referred to the Committee on Episcopacy, 

West Trxas ConFERENCE.—A memorial on boundaries, referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries; and one on Church extension, referred 
to the Committee on Church Extension. ‘ 

Wuitr River ConFERENCE.—A memorial on temperance, referred 
to the Committee on Temperance; and one on boundaries, referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. » 

P. A. Peterson presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That daily, immediately after the call for memorials, the 
roll of Conferences, shall be called for resolutions and other papers 
which the members wish to submit and have referred to the standing 
committees, and that the call begin now. 

J. B. McFerrin, Book Agent of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, presented his Report, together with the Reports of the Book 
Committee and the Business Manager of the Pyblishing House. Dur- 


ing the reading of these Reports, the hour of adjournment -arrived. 


The time of the session was extended, on motion, and the reading con- 
cluded. : , 

The Reports were referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 
_ The following telegram was read: 

Wasuineton, D. C., May 4, 1882. 

Bishop Mc Tyetre, General Conference, Nashville, Tenn. :—The Colored 
Methodist Episcopal General Conference, in session here, authorize me 
to bear official greetings. SAMUEL K. Cox. 
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The Conference directed the Secretaries to send a suitable reply, - 
which was as follows: 

' The General Conference of the M. E. Church, ae received, with 
much pleasure, the fraternal greetings of the Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal General Conference. We are authorized to send reciprocal 
expressions of greeting. THos. O. SuMMERs, 

Joun D. Vincrt, 
Ws. M. Lerrwica, 
- Secretaries. 

The Conference adjourned, with the an by Bishop US 


: Friday Morning, May 5, 1882. 


Conference met at 9 A.m., Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious service by John E. Edwards. 
The Minutes of yesterday’s session were read, corrected, and approved. 
Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 
The following delegates appeared and took their seats: 
Inpran Misston CoNFERENCE.— Clerical: Young Ewing. 
Mississ1pP1 CONFERENCE.— Clerical: C. B. Galloway. 
Missouri ConFERENCE.—Lay: T. D. Woodson. 
Norru-west Texas: ConrERENCE.—Lay: B. A. Philpott. 
Soura CAROLINA CONFERENCE.— Clerical: O. A. Darby. 
~ Sour Groreia CoNFERENCE.—Lay: G. R. Glenn. 
SourH-west Missourrl CoNFERENCE.—Lay: J. R. Willis. 
WESTERN CONFERENCE.—Lay: W. H. H. Adams. 
The following changes were made in the standing committees: 
Iyp1An Misston ConrERENCE.—Young Ewing takes the place of 


G. B. Hester on Episcopacy, Revisal, and Appeals. 


LouIsvVILLE CONFERENCE.—G. H. Hayes takes the, place of G. R. 
Browder on Appeals. 

Mempuis CoNFERENCE.—A. D. Bright takes the place of A. R. 
Wilson on Appeals. 

A communication was received from Dr. Eben S. Stearns, Chan- 
cellor of the State Normal College, inviting the officers and members 
of the Conference to attend the dedication of the new chapel of the 
college, at 3 o’clock this afternoon. 

On motion of W. W. Bennett, the invitation was accepted. 

J. B. McFerrin, Book Agent, presented a paper relating to the he- 
quest of Mrs. Kent, which was referred to the Committee on Missions; 
also, a paper relating to the bequest of J. T. Colvin, which was referred 


-to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 





‘ 
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J. B. McFerrin presented a report, stating that in the Exhibit of 
the Publishing House an item of “suspended assets” appeared, which 
amount—$266.17 (two hundred and sixty-six dollars and seventeen. 
cents)—had been paid to him, as Book Agent, by John Whiteman, of 
Philadelphia, it being a balance due the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, under the action of the General Conference of 1844, dividing 
the property of the Methodist Episcopal Church. This amount re- 
mained uncollected for many years, under the head of “suspended 
assets” belonging to the “Chartered Fund.” 

The report was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The standing committees announced their chairmen, as follows: 

Episcopacy.—W. W. Bennett. 

Ttinerancy.—J. 8. Martin. 

Boundaries.—G. R. Browder. 

Sunday-schools.—J. H. Carlisle. 

Publishing Interests ; 





W. W. Walker. 

Missions.—D. C. Kelley. 

Revisal.—P. A. Peterson. 

Education.—W. P. Harrison. 

Church Extension—D. R. McAnally. 

B. Craven and J. J. Tigert were elected Assistant Secretaries. 

The Committee on Appeals, having been announced by Bishop Me- 
Tyeire, is here given as it stood after the foregoing changes had been 
made; and, for convenience of reference, the Committee on Finance 
appointed during this day’s session : ~ 


? 








CONFERENCES, APPEALS. FINANCE. 
Alabama, W. A. McCarty, T. F. Mangum, 
Arkansas, B. H. Greathouse, B. H. Greathouse, 
Baltimore, J.8. Gardner, John G. Cox, 
Columbia, J. R. N. Bell, J. R.N. Bell, 
Denver, A. H. Quillian, J. Brinker, 

East Texas, John Adams, W. W. Davis, 
Florida, C. E. Dowman, T. O. Tarnbull, 
German Mission, J. B. A. Ahrens, J. B. A. Ahrens,. 
Holston, W. B. Aston, P. Gallagher, 
Tlinois, C. C. Mayhew, S. Carpenter, 
Indiana, J. Ditzler, J. Ditzler, 
Indian Mission, Young Ewing, G. B. Hester, : 
Kentucky, R. Hiner, J. W. Proetor,. 
Litlle Roek, E. N. Watson, C. A. Gantt, 


Los Angeles, 
Louisiana, 
Louisville, 
Memphis, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 

North Alabama, 
North Carolina, 
North Georgia, 
North Mississippi, 
North Texas, 
North-west ‘l'exas, 
Pacific, 





T. R. Cartis, 

B. F. Alexander, 
G. H. Hayes, 

A. D. Bright, 

W. 1. C. Hunnicutt, 
C. I. Vandeventer, 
L. B: Stateler, 

J. B. Stevenson, 
E. A. Yates, 

J. Boring, 

T. C. Wier, 

M. H. Neely, 
Horace Bishop, 

T. H. B Anderson, 


A. Oglesby, 

A. S. Helmick, 

J. A. Carter, 

A. D. Bright, e 
I. Miller, 

PRs Eons, 

L. B. Stateler, 

L. M. Wilson, 

E. J. Lilly, 

C. D. McCutchen,. 
H. W. Foote, 

J. W. Fulton, 

B. A. Philpott, 
W. B. Brown, 


Loa] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 37 








CONFERENCES. APPEALS. FINANCE. 

South Carolina, W. W. Duncan, William Stokes, 
South Georgia, T. T. Christian, J. W. Hinton, 
South-west Missouri, M. M. Pugh, J. R. Willis, 
St. Louis, wW.v. T udor, Sse Cupples, 
Tennessee, W. Burr, J. B. West, 
Texas, E. S. Smith, Oe iL. Swearingen, 
Virginia, J. D. Blackwell, T. B. Hamlin, 
Western, H. D. Hogan, W.H.H. Adams, 
Western Virginia, F. B. Carroll, 
West Texas, W. J. Joyce, M. N. Shive, 
White River, J. H. Dye, G. Thornburg. 

Chairmen, Bishop Keener, 

Secretaries, B. Craven. 








W.G. E. Cunnyngham, Sunday-school Editor, presented a memorial 
from the Convention of Conference Sunday-school Secretaries, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Upon the call of the Conferences for petitions, memorials, and ap- 
peals, the following were presented: 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—A memorial asking a Aree in the law 
regarding supernumerary preachers: referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. Also, a memorial asking an enlargement in the duties of 
examining committees: referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also, 
a memorial concerning a change of boundaries: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. Also, a memorial from Moorefield District on 
the Presiding Eldership: referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

GERMAN Missron CoONFERENCE.—A memorial asking the reélection 
of J. B. A. Ahrens as editor, and J. A. G. Rabe as assistant editor of 
German periodicals: referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests.. 

Missourr CONFERENCE.—A memorial asking permission to divide 
the Conference: referred to the Committee on Boundaries. Also, a 
memorial from Fayette District Conference in regard to changes in the 
Ritual: referred to the Committee on Revisal.. Also, a memorial 
from Mexico District Conference on Church extension: referred to 
the Committee on Church Extension. 

Norra Carotina ConrErencse.— A memorial from the Local 
Preachers’ Conference concerning the trial of local preachers: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also, a memorial on the sub- 
ject of missions: referred to the Committee on Missions. 

Norra GrorGciA ConrERENCE.— A memorial -from Gainesville 
Station in relation to changes in the Discipline: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

Norru Mississipp! CONFERENCE 
the ritual for baptism: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Aso, 
a memorial on Church extension: referred to the Committee on 


Chureh Extension. 





38 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May 5, 


Norra Texas CoNnFERENCE.—Several memorials on boundaries, 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Norru-west TExAs CoNFERENCE.—A memorial on boundaries, 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Sourn Carorina CoNFERENCE.—A memorial relating to changes 
in the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. - - 

The appeal of G. W. Whitman from the decision of the South _ 
Carolina Conference was entertained. 

' Sourn GrorcrA CoNFERENCE.—A memorial on the subject of 
boundaries, referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Souru-west Missourt Conrerence.—A memorial relating to Sun- 
day-schools: referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. Also, a 
memorial from the Lexington District Conference on Church exten- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Church Extension. Also, a me- 
morial from the same District Conference relating to Recording Stew- 
ards: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—A memorial on changes in the Disci- 
pline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Texas CoNFERENCE.—A memorial relating to boundaries, referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—A memorial relating to changes in the 
Discipline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a memorial 
concerning boundaries: referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

The action of the Conference, by which the paper concerning the 
Colvin bequest was referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests, 
was reconsidered, and the paper withdrawn. : 

Wier Boyd was appointed on the Committee on Itinerancy instead 
of J. Boring. 

Upon the call of Conferences, the following resolutions were pre- 
sented : ; 

Easr’Texas CoNFERENCE.—Resolutions concerning certain changes 
in the Discipline, referred to the Committee ons Reyisal. 

Fiortpa ConFERENCE.— Resolutions concerning changes in the 
Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Houston ConFERENCE.—Resolutions concerning missions: referred 
to the Committee on Missions. Also, resolutions concerning changes in 
the Discipline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, resolu- 
tions relating to boundaries: referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
Also, resolutions relating to the Presiding Eldership: referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. Also, resolutions concerning missionaries 
and native preachers in foreign lands where there is no Annual Con- 
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ference: referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also, resolutions 
relating to the number of Bishops: referred to the Committee on 
Episeopacy. | 

Krntucky CoNFERENCE.—Resolutions asking certain changes in 
the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

LovuisvinLe CoNFERENCE.—Resolution asking certain changes in 
the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Mempuis ConFrERENCE.—Resolution asking changes in the Disci- 
pline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Misstssippr CONFERENCE.— Resolution asking changes in the Epis- 
copal Districts, referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Missourl CoNFERENCE.—Resolutions asking for action on the sub- 
ject of temperance, referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

Norrn Carorina ConrERENCE.—Resolution on Church exten- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Church Extension. Also, res- 
olution relating to changes in the Discipline, in regard to the de- 
cision of questions of law in the Annual and Quarterly Conferences: 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. ~ Also, a resolution relating 
to the plan of reporting statistics: referred to the Committee on Re- 
visal. 

Nortao GrEorGIA CONFERENCE.—Resolutions in regard to certain 
changes in the Discipline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
Also, a resolution concerning the Hymn-book: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests. 

Nort Mississipp1 CONFERENCE.—Resolutions concerning Presid- 
ing Elders and Presiding Elders’ Districts, referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

Norra Texas ConFERENCE.—Resolutions proposing changes in the 
Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Nortu-west Texas CoNFERENCE.—Resolutions asking changes in 
the Discipline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, resolu- 
tions in regard to Episcopal Districts: referred to the Committee on 
Episcopaey. 

SoutH GrorctA CoNFERENCE.—Resolution aoe an increase in 
the number of Bishops: referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 
Also, a resolution asking certain changes in the Discipline: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

Soutu-west Missourt CoNrFERENCE.—Resolutions asking changes 
in the Discipline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Sr. Louis ConrERENCE.—Resolution on Church extension, referred 
to the Committee on Church Extension. 
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TENNESSEE CoNFERENCE.—A resolution on boundaries, ratemred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Resolutions on the examination of char- 
acter in the Annual Conferences, and also a resolution on the efficiency 
of Episcopal oversight and superviston: referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy. Also, sundry resolutions asking changes in the Dis- 
cipline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

The following resolutions were offered and adopted: 

Resolved, That a standing Committee on Finance be appointed, con- 
sisting of one member from each delegation, to be nominated by the 
chairman of the delegation. W. W. BENNETT, 

A. D. Bricur. 

Resolved, That Rule of Order number six be amended by adding 
thereto the following, viz., “and all such petitions, memorials, and 
papers shall be presented in duplicate.” E. B. PRETTYMAN, © 

. RuMsEY SMITHSON, 
- J. G. Cox. 
Resolved, That so much of the Bishops’ Address as relates to the 
revising and preparing the graduated catechism for the Church be 
referred to a special committee of five, to be appointed by the Bishops. 
D. R. McANALLY, 
W. V. Tupor, 
E. R. Henprrx. 

The following paper was ee by the Louisville Conference 
delegation: ~ 

In view of the fact that frequent reference is dds to Dr, A. H. Red- 
ford in the Report of the Book Committee, and that he feels that in- 
justice is done him in said Report, and though an alternate, he is not 
a member of this Conference, we, the representatives of his Confer- 
ence, ask respectfully that he be allowed the privilege.of an explana- 
tion in writing, and that his explanation be read to this Conference, 
and referred with the Report of the Book Committee. 


\ 


B. M. Messick, Gro. H. Hayes, 
Gro. R. Browprr, H. C. Morrison, 
W. E. Parisu, A. B. STarkx, 
S. W. BRrents, H. C. Serrie. 


After considerable discussion, on motion of 8. H. Dent, the request 
was granted. 

The following resolution was offered and referred to the Committee 
on Revisal: 

Resolved, That the Book Editor be requested to number the para- 


¢ 
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graphs in future editions of the Discipline, consecutively through the 
entire book, regardless of the divisions into chapters and sections; 
and also give in the index references the number of the paragraphs 
instead of the pages. P. A. PETERSON, 
W. W. WaLkKer, 

A communication from James Stacy, Chairman of the Sabbath 
Committee of the Southern Presbyterian Church, was presented, read, 
and referred to the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence. 

J. H. H. Figgatt was placed on the Committee on Boundaries, in- 
stead of J. S. Gardner. 

The Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Mc- 
Tyeire. 


Saturday Morning, May 6, 1882. 


Conference assembled at the stated hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 

Divine service conducted by R. Hiner. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop McTyeire stated that before the Conference entered upon any 
business, he thought it proper that he should discharge the sad, pain- 
ful duty of announcing to the Conference the death of the Secretary, 
Dr. Summers, which occurred exactly at six o’clock this morning, at 
his house at the University. There were present at his death-bed, the 
wife and son of Dr. Summers;’ Drs. Fitzgerald and Kelley, who had 
passed the night with him; the wife and daughter of the Chancellor; 
Chancellor Garland, Judge Wood, ‘Dr. Eve, and the Bishop. The 
Bishop stated that the death of our honored brother was very quiet, 
and, as it seemed to him, painless. 

“Tf the Lord orders, as we are told, not only the death of -his serv- 
ants, but the circumstances thereof, the dispensation of this provi- 
dence seems merciful and loving, in permitting the wish of our brother 
to die, as he had often sung, 


My body with my charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live. 

“Only day before yesterday he was in his place as a member and 
officer of this body. No man has risen up in the Church more uni- _ 
versally known, honored, and beloved than Dr. Summers. It was 
meet that such a man’s end should come’at a time and place where 
the representatives of the whole Church are present. 

“A member is present on the floor of this Conference who went with 
our deceased brother to his first circuit, in Augusta county, Virginia; | 


} ” 
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: ; i 
_a delegation is here from the Baltimore Conference, to which he first 


belonged; from the Texas Conference, which he helped to organize; 
and from the Alabama Conference, of which he was a member at. 
his death. Here are representatives from the Publishing House, with 
which he had been connected from its beginning; and here are his col- 
leagues of the University, of which he was Dean of the Theological 
Faculty, and Professor of Systematic Theology. If greatness be 
measured by the standard of our Lord and Master, who said, ‘ He is 
greatest of all who is the servant of all, Dr. Summers has attained 
unto true greatness in the Church of God.” ~ 

Bishop Keener took the chair, and said: 

“The Conference will pardon me if on this mournful occasion I make 
an allusion to myself in connection with the dear deceased. He was 
present when I was converted at the altar in the city of Baltimore. 
My eldest child was baptized by him, and we have been personal 
friends for forty years. But it is in respect to his official connection 
with our Chureh that I would more particularly speak. It was a good 
providence of God that gave us a man so thoroughly imbued as he 
was with Wesleyan theology, and with the hymns of Charles and John 
Wesley, and of Dr. Watts, to supervise our publications and the issue 
of works from our Church press at its beginning, and up to the present 
time—so that no taint of heresy might attach to our authorized Church 
literature. How fully he was penetrated with the lyric poetry of 
the Wesleys and Dr. Watts may be seen in the fact that the last words 
he uttered aloud in the Conference-room on day before yesterday were, 
‘As Dr. Watts has said—;’ and here his strength failed him, so that 
he could not repeat the quotation. 

“Dr. Summers came down to the conclusion of life not only with 
labors abundant, but with suffering. He illustrated that mysterious 
alchemy by which the Holy Spirit transmutes the groanings and ago- 
nies of life into the rich graces of the Christian. God perfected him 
in these sorrows, and when refined by them, took him to himself, to 
the immediate presence of the Master. May our last end be like his! ” 

Dr. Kelley said he had been with him since noon yesterday. “On 
the first day of the Conference he was helped to his carriage in a pros- 
trate condition, from which he did not recover until he reached his 
residence. The first words he spoke after arriving were expressive of 
a longing to go home. From nine o’clock yesterday he had been un- 
conscious. Last night, during a moment of returning consciousness, 
there came wafted through the open window the singing of ‘his boys’ 


at Wesley Hall. Like the dying war-horse at the sound of the bugle- 
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call, raising his head, there came over our brother’s face a light which 
plainly indicated the response of his heart to the singing. He made 
a motion as if he woulda speak, when we put our ears close to his lips, 
and heard ‘the faith,’ repeated three times, low, but distinct. Those 
who knew him well know how to interpret these words. After that 
he was totally unconscious until his death at six o’clock this morning.” 
The Conference joined in singing, 
Nearer, my God, to thee. 


R. B. Crawford announced the illness of T. F. Mangum, of the 
Alabama delegation. He was granted leave of absence to wait on his 
afflicted brother. 

O. R. Blue moved that a committee be appointed to arrange for the 
funeral of Dr. Summers, to be composed of one member from the 
Alabama delegation,.one from the Publishing House, one from the 
Faculty of Vanderbilt University, and one from the Board of Missions. 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. Lupton announced that the Faculty of Vanderbilt University 
had appointed a committee to meet a joint committee from the Con- 
ference to arrange a programme for the funeral exercises. 

“ The Conference committee, as announced by the Chair, was as fol- 
lows: Alabama Conference, O. R. Blue; Board of Missions, D. C. 
Kelley; Publishing House, J. B. McFerrin. As Vanderbilt Univer-. 
sity was already represented by a special committee, J. S. Martin, of 
the Baltimore Conference, was added to the Conference committee. 

Arrivals were announced as follows: 

Hoiston ConrERENCE.—Lay: W. W. Stringfield. 

NortH ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Lay: E. A. Powell. 

Norra Mississrppr CONFERENCE.— Clerical: 5. A. Steel. 

SourH-west Mrssourr ConrEreNncE.—Lay: C. C. Woods. 

W. B. Aston was changed from Committee on Appeals to Committee 
on Revisal in place of J. M. MecTeer, who represents the Holston Con- 
ference in the Committee on Appeals. 

On motion of J. Boring, the Conference agreed to meet at 3 0’clock 
this afternoon, and adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Kava- 
naugh. 

Saturday Afternoon, May 6, 1882. 


Conference met at 3 o’clock, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by Guilford Jones. 

The Minutes of the morning session not being ready, the Secretary 
was allowed until Monday morning to complete the record. 


) 
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The Rules of Order were suspended, and N. T. Lupton, from the 


special committee on the arrangements for the funeral of Dr. Summers, 
reported as follows: 

The joint committee appointed by the General Conference and 
Vanderbilt University have made the ‘following arrangements for the 
funeral services of T. O. Summers, D.D.: 

The exercises will take place in the Chapel of Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity on Sunday, May 7, at 3:30 p.m., and at the grave on the Vander- 
bilt grounds. 

1. Bishop McTyeire will receive the corpse- 

2. Dr. A. M. Shipp will read the Psalm. 

3. Dr. O. R. Blue, of Alabama, will read the Epistle. 

4. Dr. J. S. Martin, of the Baltimore Conference, will read the 
‘678th hymn. 

5. Bishop Kavanaugh will read the prayer. 

6. Bishop Keener will deliver a Memorial Address. 

7. Bishop Pierce will read the 716th hymn. 

8. Dr. J. B. McFerrin and Dr. D. C. Kelley will read the Burial 
Service at the grave. 

Pall-bearers.—Dr. .L. C. Garland, of Vanderbilt University; H. A. 
‘C. Walker, of the South Carolina Conference; J. E. Evans, of the 
North Georgia Conference; I. G. John, of the Texas Conference; 8. 
1. Dent, of the Alabama Conference; W. B. Wood, of the North 
Alabama Conference; J. E. Edwards, of the Virginia Conference; A. 
W. Wilson, of the Baltimore Conference; O. P. Fitzgerald, of the 
Pacific Conference; and twelve theological students of Vanderbilt 
University. 

The action of the committee was approved by the Conference, which 
then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Keener. 


Monday Morning, May 8, 1882. 


Conference met at 9 o’clock A.m., Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Religious service conducted by L. Parker. 

_ The Minutes of Saturday morning and of Saturday afternoon were 
read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

The following arrivals were announced: : 

SourH GroreiA CoNFERENCE.— Lay: Edgar M. Butt. 

Sr. Louis Conrrerence.—Lay: J. C. Moore. 

WesTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Lay: W. C. Ireland. 


On motion of H. J. Adams, seconded by D, R. McAnally, John 8. > 
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Martin, of the Baltimore Conference, was elected Secretary, and the 
Assistant Secretaries were continued as heretofore. 

E. W. Moore was substituted for E. E. Hoss on the Committee on. 
Missions. 

The report of the Book Agent on the Colvin bequest was perped 
to the Committee on Finance. 

B. Craven presented the report of the committee appointed by the 
last General Conference on the Quarterly Review. It was referred to: 
the Committee on Publishing Interests. | 

Under the call for memorials, petitions, and appeals, the following 
were presented : 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—A memorial on the method of apportion- 
ing Conference funds, referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Quarterly Con- 
ference of the Russellville Charge on the bequest of Mary A. Tobey, 
reterred to the Committee on Finance. i 

East Texas ConFERENCE.—A memorial from the five Texas An- 
nual Conferences in relation to Episcopal supervision, referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

Hoiston ConFERENCE.—A memorial in relation to the boundary’ 
between the Holston and.Tennessee Conferences, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Kentucky CoNFERENCE.— A memorial from West Liberty Dis- 
trict Conference asking for a new Conference in Eastern Kentucky: 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. Also, a memorial from 
Shelbyville District Conference asking that local preachers be made 
amenable to the District instead of the Quarterly Conferenee: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a memorial asking the 
appointment of evangelists: referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

LittLe Rock omreeanes: —A petition asking a change in the 
Discipline so as to authorize the appointment of women as superin- 
tendents of Sunday-schools, when necessary: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. Also, a memorial from Lehi Circuit asking a 
change of procedure in Quarterly Conferences: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. Also, the petition of W. W. Graham in relation 
to the procurement of testimony in given cases; also, another petition 
from the same to have Recording Stewards’ books at District Confer- 


-ences: both petitions were referred to the Committee on Revisal. 


Also, a petition from members of the Little Rock Conference asking 
that the licensing of preachers and exhorters be transferred from the 


¥ ‘ , ~ 
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Quarterly to the District Conference: referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

Missourt Conrerence.—A petition fot the Rev. William Bar- 
nett asking for payment.of old claims on the Missionary Society, 
referred to the Committee on Missions » 

Norra Mississtpp1 CoNrFERENCE.—A petition relating to the cele- 
bration of the rites of matrimony between divorced persons, referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norte Texas ConreRENCcE.—A petition from the Quarterly Con- 
ference of Wills Point Station asking for a change in the name of the 
Church, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norru-west TExAs CoNFpERENCE.—A memorial from a Church 


Conference relating to boundaries, referred to the Committee on_ 


Boundaries. y 

Sourn-wrest Missourt ConrERENcE.—A memorial from the Con- 
ference Board of Missions asking that the General Board of Missions 
~ consist of one member from each Annual Conference: referred to 
the Committee on Missions. Also, a memorial from the Annual Con- 
ference asking that no change be made in the boundaries of that Con- 
ference: referred to the Committee on Boundaries. Also, seven me- 
morials from various places in the South-west Missouri Conference ask- 
ing that the word “South” be stricken out of the name of the Church, 
and that the name be changed to “Episcopal Methodist Church:” 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Under the call for resolutions and papers to be referred to standing 
committees, the following were presented : 

‘AvaBAMA Conrerence.—J. T. Harris and B. Philpott offered a 
resolution in regard to the penalty of suspension: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed by F. Law and J. 
T. Harris in regard to the distribution of the Colvin bequest among 
the Annual Conferences: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—Resolutions relating to class-meetings, 
the election of stewards, and the appointment of class-leaders: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. , 

BauriMoRE CoNFERENCE.—A resolution signed by J. H. H. Fig- 
gatt. and J.S. Gardner, proposing to make Recording Stewards ex 
officio Secretaries of Quarterly Conferences: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed by R. Smithson, A. W. Wil- 
son, and 8. Rodgers, proposing a change of the Discipline in regard 
to appellants in cases of appeal: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

East Texas Conrrrence.—aA resolution signed by J. Adams 
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and S. W. Turner to change the Discipline so that members may be 
dropped who fail to attend Church-meetings, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

Fiortwa ConFrEReNnce.—C. E. Dowman and F, Pasco offered a 
resolution relating to a Post-graduate Course of ns referred te 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Horston ConrrerENcE.—J. S. Kennedy and T. P. Bini offered 
a resolution proposing a change in the Discipline, so that clerical and 
lay members of an Annual Conferencé shall vote together for dele- 
gates to the General Conference: referred to the Committee on Re- 
visal. Also, to remove the restriction as to local preachers in the 
election of lay delegates to the Annual Conference; also, to remove 
the restriction as to local preachers in the lay delegation to the Gen- 
eral Conference: both referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

LovistaNA CoNFERENCE.—B. F. Alexander and P. P. Ellis offered 
a resolution relating to certain words in the service of ordination to 
deacon’s orders: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a res- 
olution signed by B. F. Alexander, P. P. Ellis, and C. W. Carter, in 
relation to the appointment of preachers to seminaries of learning not 
under. our control: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, by 
the same, a resolution in regard to the duties of Presiding Elders: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, by the same, a resolu- 
tion relating to the duties of Recording Stewards: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also, by the same, a resolution in relation to 
questions called in the Quarterly Conference: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. Also, by the same, a resolution relating to receiv- 
ing traveling preachers: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

LovisVILLE CoNFERENCE.—A communication from A. H. Redford 
asking to be relieved from the charge of the Cromey debt and inter- 
est thereon, charged against his account by the Book Committee, 
referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Mempuis ConFERENCE.—L. D. Mullins, A. G. Hawkins, A. D. 
Bright, J. T. Irion, and W. A. Turner, offered a.resolution relating to 
the publication of Sunday-school papers, referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-schools. 

Mississrepp1 Conrnrence.—W. L. C. Hunnicutt and 8. B. Watts 
offered a resolution relating to a change of proceeding in the Quar- 
terly Conference, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Missourt CoNFERENCE.—Resolution offered by T. Shackelford and 
T. D. Woodson in regard to acts of incorporation to control donations 
to Conference funds, referred to the Committee on Finance. 
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Norra ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—Anson West, S. H. Dent, and 


J. A. Thompson offered a resolution relating to the Minutes of the 
Annual Conferences, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norru Caroiina ConrERENCE.—N. H. D. Wilson and R. T. Gray 
offered a resolution in regard to editors of religious newspapers: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. Also, a resolution 
signed by L. S. Burkhead, W. B. Brown, N. M. Lawrence, and E. J. 
Lilly, in relation to Episcopal decisions: referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. - Also, a resolution signed by E. A. Yates and T. M. Jones, in 
relation to the Sunday-school Lesson system: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Sunday-schools. Also, a resolution signed by B. Craven, relat- 
ing to the division of Church-property: referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Norra Grore@iaA CoNFERENCE.—H.:J. Adams and W. A. Turner 
presented a resolution in regard to the length of the sessions of the An- 
nual Conference: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a reso- 
lution, from the same, on the supernumerary relation: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution, from the same, in relation 
to the superannuated relation: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
Also, a resolution, from the same, in relation to Conference claimants: 


referred to the Committee on Revisal. W. F. Cook, C. W. Carter, and 


A. B. Stark, offered a resolution in reference to the organization of a 
General Conference Board of Education: referred to the Committee 
on Education. Also, a resolution signed by W. F. Cook and C. D. 
McCutchen, in relation to supernumerary preachers: referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. Also, W. H. Potter and J. H. MeLean 
offered a resolution to promote codperation in the support of train- 
ing-schools for Foreign Missions: referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. 
Norra Texas Conrerence.—W. Allen and J. M. Binkley offered 
a resolution to change the punctuation in the First Article of Religion: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a regolution signed by W. 
_ Allen and W. H. Hughes, in regard to the binding of the Discipline: 
referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. Also, a resolution 
signed by Wm. Allen, to add reference texts to the Articles of Relig- 
ion: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed 
by J. H. McLean and J. D. Shaw, in relation to an Episcopal residence 
beyond the Mississippi River: referred to the Committee on Episco- 
-pacy. Also, a resolution signed by J. D. Shaw and D. H. Snyder, in 
regard to Church-schools: referred to the Committee on Education. 
Sourn Grorcra CoNFERENCE.— Isaac Hardeman and J. W. Hin- 
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ton presented a resolution in regard to the privileges of appellants in 
cases of appeal: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—P. A. Peterson and W. S. Black ‘pre- 


sented a resolution in relation to the basis of representation in the Gen- 


eral Conference: referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

West Texas ConrerENcE.—A resolution from A. H. Sutherland, 
W. J. Joyce, and M. N. Shive, in relation to the organization of an- 
Annual Conference in the territory of the Mexican Border Missions: 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Warre River Conrerence.—J. H. Dye, R. H.-Mahon, T. S. Bos- 
well, T. W. Dye, and D. B. Warren offered a resolution on the subject 
of temperance: referred te the Committee on Temperance. Also, a 
resolution signed by G. Thornburg and D. B. Warren, on the subject 
of Sunday-schools: referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

R. H. Mahon presented to the Conference specimen copies of the 
publications of the Central Mexican Mission: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publishing Interests. 

J. A. Thompson was substituted on the Committee on Revisal for J. 
B. Stevenson. 

J.S. Martin presented aad read the following Minute in relation to 
the Rev. T. O. Summers, D.D., LL.D., the late Secretary of the Gen- 
eral Conference: 

~ The Committee appointed to make arrangements in view of ah death | 
and funeral of the Rey. Dr. Thomas O. Summers, late Secretary of 
the General Conference, respectfully present the following Minute for 
insertion in the Journal: 

A great bereavement has come upon the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, while in session in this city, in the 
death of the venerable Secretary, the Rev. Thomas O. Summers, D.D., 
LL.D. He “died in the Lord,” in great peace, May 6, at 6 o’clock a.m. 

Dr. Summers was born in Swanage, near Corfe Castle, Dorsetshire, 
England. He early experienced the power of regenerating grace— 
the witness of the Spirit—and early identiffed himself with Wesleyan 
Methodism, whose principles, thus early imbibed, ever after controlled 
his life. In March, 1835, he was admitted on trial by the Baltimore 
Annual Conference, at its session in Winchester, Va. In 1837 he was 
ordained deacon by Bishop Hedding, in the Monument Street Church, 
Baltimore. In 1839 he was ordained elder by Bishop Andrew, in the 


‘Light Street Church, Baltimore. The first circuit to which he was 


appointed was Augusta, in the Rockingham District, of which Norval 
Wilson was Presiding Elder. To this circuit he was returned the 
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second year. In 1837 he was appointed “junior preacher” to the 
Baltimore City Station—then embracing five churches, each requiring 
three sermons on the Sabbath, besides a still greater number of week- 
night services. This station was then served by four traveling preach- 
ers, aided by a number of local preachers, whose names were regularly 
printed on the “Plan of Appointments” for the year. Thus young 
Summers found in this station much the same plan as recognized 
among the Wesleyans, and with which he had been familiar before 
leaving England. The work was congenial to him; and years after- 
ward he often referred to his experience in the “Old City Station,” 
especially its class-meetings, the preacher’s quarterly visitation of the 
classes as led by the leaders, the pastoral visitation from house to 
house by the preachers in their respective districts in that station, and 


_ the systematic weekly collections from each member through the class- 


leaders. The next appointment to which he was assigned was West 
River. It was at this time (1839) he was transferred to the Texas 
Conference, where he aided heartily the noble men of that young 
Conference in planting Methodism in that vast and opening country. 
From Texas he was subsequently transferred to the Alabama Confer- 
ence, in which his labors were freely given as pastor until called tn 
oceupy other positions, especially in relation to the literary depart- 
ment of the Church. He continued in the Alabama Conference, and 


¢ 


. from that body he was sent to every General Conference since the 


organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
At every session of this body, Dr. Summers has been elected Secre- 
tary, except the first, when he was Assistant. His services have been 


invaluable in this office, s6 important in its relation to the quadrennial 


Conference of the Church. Members of this and other sessions of the 
General Conference have borne witness to the fidelity and rare zeal he 
exhibited in the execution of this secretarial work. 

The rigid attention he gaye the duties of the office, his patient toil, 
his refusal at any time during Conference sessions to lighten his burden 
by needful recreation, his exactness in minuting the proceedings, h’s 
precision in the order of business, his fidelity in directing the records— 
all entitle him to be called “the faithful Secretary of the Church.” 
In this respect the General Conference and the whole Church will ever 
acknowle Ige the'r indebtedness to Dr. Summers; and he, in charac- 
teristic tone of the true Methodist preacher of all work, prized the ap- 
proval of his brethren as a far greater reward for the discharge of 
the duties of this office than any emolument which could have been 
awarded, as is sometimes done for those in similar relation to other 


‘ 
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bodies. Thus worked, yet rejoiced in labor, our noble Secretary, till 
literally were fulfilled the favorite words he often sung: 


O that without a lingering groan 
I may the welcome word receive! 
My body with my charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live! 


As Editor of Books—an office to which he had been assigned by the 
last General Conference—he still continued, until the close of his 
career, to display the same ripe scholarship, rich experience, and 
fidelity to all the duties required in the exposition of the great princi- 
* ples of Methodism, and in which he was jealous of the maintenance 
of the honor and polity of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

: J. S. Martin, 
O. R. Buus, 
Committee. 

On motion, the foregoing Minute was ordered to be inserted in the 
Journal of the General Conference. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be, and they are here- 
by, earnestly requested, if practicable, to report by Thursday, the 11th 
instant, their recommendation in regard to the number of Bishops which 
this General Conference should elect. JoHN E. Epwarps, 

P. A. Prerrerson. 

Samuel Rodgers was substituted for John S. Martin on the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

J. D. Shaw was substituted for Horace Bishop on the Committee on 
Missions. 

Leave of absence was granted W. S. Jeter, of Little Rock Confer- 
ence, 

The Conference then adjourned, Bishop Paine pronouncing the ben- 
ediction. ; : 
. Tuesday Morning, May 9, 1882. 

Conference met at 9 o’clock, Bishop Keener in the chair. Divine 
service conducted by 8S. Rodgers. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair, and called for reports from standing 
committees. 

D. C.-Kelley, Chairman, presented report No. 1 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read, and laid on the table, under the rule. 

W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented report No. 1 of the Commit- 
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tee on Episcopacy, which was read, afterward amended, and adopted, 
as follows: 
COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 1. 

The Committee on Episcopacy, having considered that portion of 
the Address of the General Superintendents which refers to the great. 
loss the Church has met in the death of two of their colleagues since the 
meeting of the last General Conference, beg leave to present the follow- 
ing, to be entered on the Journal, if the Conference shall see proper: 

Bishop David Seth Doggett was borri January 23, 1810, in Lan- 
caster county, Virginia, of Methodist parents. His father was a local 
preacher whose house was the home, and often the preaching-place, of 
the fathers of the Church in Virginia. He was favored with valuable 
academic training in his youth, for awhile taught school, and after 
his entrance upon the ministry, while Chaplain at the University of 
Virginia, pursued his studies with ardor and success. He was con- 
verted in his seventeenth year, and soon after felt the divine call to 
the work of the Christian ministry. 3 

At the Virginia Conference of 1829 he was received on trial, and 
sent as “helper” to the Roanoke Circuit, in North Carolina. The 
following year’ he was sent to the Mattamuskeet Circuit, in the ex- - 
treme lowlands of the same State. Here he had great success in 
winning souls to Christ. His next appointment was to Petersburg, 
Va., and from this time his work was done in the most laborious and 

‘responsible fields. In all the larger cities of the Virginia Conference 
he worked with marked, and in some of them with wonderful, success. 
He was for four years Professor in Randolph-Macon College, and for 
eight years the Editor of the Southern Methodist Quarterly Review, and 
for nearly the whole of this latter period was the pastor of large 
churches. In 1866, at the General Conference at New Orleans, he was. 
elected General Superintendent of the Church, and filled the office with 
great efficiency and success. 

The character of Bishop Doggett, his devotiorf to the doctrines and 
usages of Methodism, and -his preéminent ability as a preacher, are 
well known throughout the Church. The pulpit was his throne of 
power. Few men have reached a higher degree of perfection in ef- 
fective and pure Christian preaching. He filled, with honor to him- 
self and with blessing to the Church, every position in which he was 
placed, and, after long and severe suffering, ended his earthly life 
on the 27th of October, 1880, in peace, and entered into heavenly 
rest. 

Bishop William May Wightman was born in Charleston, S. C., Jan- 
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uary 8, 1808, and died in the city of his birth, February 15, 1882. 
He was converted under a sermon preached by Rev. James O. Andrew 
(afterward Bishop), and made a public profession of Christ at the 
age of sixteen. He was graduated at the Charleston College in 1827, 
and in 1828 was received on trial into the South Carolina Conference, 
and immediately sprung into position and popularity. He labored 
successfully on the Pee Dee, Orangeburg, Sumter, and Abbeville Cir- 
cuits, and in Charleston and Camden Stations, and Cokesbury District. 
In 1834 he was appointed Agent of Randolph-Macon College, and 
after three years’ service in that capacity, was called to the Chair of 
English Literature, which he filled two years in that institution of 
learning. He was elected Editor of the Southern Christian Advocate 
in 1840, and continued until 1854, when he was chosen President of 
Wofford College. In 1859 he changed to the Chancellorship of the 
Southern University, and in 1866 was elected to the office of Bishop. 
In all these relations he performed his duties faithfully and well. 
He wrote much, and with great facility. As an educator, he was 
painstaking and successful. As a preacher, he was in great requisi- 
tion. The pulpit was his throne of thunders, especially at camp-meet- 
ings and on great occasions. Traditions of his power in the early 
‘days of his ministry still linger in South Carolina, and through his in- 
strumentality many were brought into a saving contact with the truth. 
As a Bishop, he was loved and welcomed by the Conferences, and was 
abundant in labors—too much for his strength, which indeed was not 
small. He was capable’of great service, and was a willing and cheer- 
ful worker. His witness is in heaven, and his record is on high. 
Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bennett, Chairman. 


Report No. 2 of the Committee on Episcopacy was presented by 
the Chairman, W. W. Bennett, read, and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 2. 


The Committee on Episcopacy, to whom was referred the commu- 
nication of the senior Bishop, Robert Paine, D.D., asking to be per- 
mitted to retire from future active service, have had, the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to recommend that his request be granted. 
This necessary step, because of age and infirmity, is more painful to 
his brethren than it is to our reverend and beloved brother and father 
in the gospel himself. For him the whole Church cherishes the most 
profound respect and unabated Christian affection. For nearly sixty- 
five years he has been actively engaged in the work of the ministry. 
Whether on the cireuit, on frontier missionary fields, in the city, on 
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the Presiding Elder’s District, at the head of an important .iterary 
institution, or in the delicate and responsible position of Bishop, he 
has ever maintained purity of character and a spotless reputation, 
and has always displayed apostolic zeal in the cause of the Master. 
His duties have been performed with fidelity and marked ability. 
Brought up in the times of McKendree, Roberts, and Soule, he re- 
ceived the impress of those distinguished fathers, and has maintained 
without variation the doctrines and polity of the Church of his early 
choice. 

In retiring from the active duties of his office, as one of our General 
Superintendents, he carries with him the-love and high Christian re- 
gards of the whole Church, ministers and laymen. He has cause to 
rejoice that, by grace, he has the consolation of knowing that his life 
and labors have been blessed in building up the cause of Christ, and in 
enlarging the borders of his beloved Methodism, and that he is going 
down to his grave with the esteem and confidence of his colleagues 
and his brethren everywhere. He was one of the first two Bishops 
elected by the-Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and has borne our 
flag for thirty-six years, and has never faltered in any conflict. And 
now that he retires from the front of the battle, it is the prayer of the 
whole Church that he may have peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, ° 
and that his sun may finally go down in a cloudless sky. 

The committee recommend for adoption the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the request of Bishop Paine, to retire from the 
active service of the Church, be granted, and that his wishes be heart- 
ily approved, and that in future he be released from all official duty 
except such as it may suit his convenience to perform. 

2. That the Church, of which he has been so long one of the chief 
and honored ministers, highly appreciates his valuable services, and 
gives thanks to God for the grace vouchsafed to him in his long and 
useful life. 

3. That we will earnestly pray that our beloved Bishop may be sus- 
tained in all afflictions and bodily infirmities, and ‘that his last days 
may be full of comfort in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bewyert, Chairman. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table, 
under the rule. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on 
the table, under the rule. 
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W. P. Harrison, Chairman of the Committee on Education, pre- 

sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was laid on the table, 
on motion of W. W. Bennett, in order to present, in connection with 
the report, a plan for the organization of a General Conference Board 
of Education. 

Samuel Rodgers—elected Chairman of the Committee on Itineraney, 
in place of J. S. Martin, elected Secretary of the Conference—pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 1. 

The Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to report that they have 
carefully considered the several Journals herein named, with the fol- 
lowing results, viz.: 

Virginia Conference Journal—On page 408 questions 4, 5, 8, are 
united— Who are admitted into full connection? and What traveling 
preachers are elected deacons? On page 412, vote in relation to 
change in Discipline, the number voting is left blank. On page 481 
questions 20 and 18 are said to be taken up together, and question 18 
alone is stated at the end of the answer, to wit, Who are superannuated ? 
Under question 1, Who are admitted on trial? there is no mention 
that the persons admitted had passed an approved examination on the 
Course of Study. (See page 405.) Under question 4, Who are admit- 
ted into full connection? there is no mention that the persons admitted 
had passed an approved examination on the Course of Study. (See ~ 
page 408.) Under question 12, What traveling preachers are elected 
elders? the statement that the persons had passed an approved exam- 
ination is omitted. (See page 488.) Under question 14, What local 
preachers are elected elders? there is no mention that the persons elect- 
ed presented notes certifying their belief in the doctrines and disci- 
pline of our Church. With the above exceptions, which are found in 
the minutes of 1878, 1879, and 1880, the Journal is a model of neat- 
ness and accuracy. The minutes of the session of 1881 are free from 
the faults mentioned, and are complete, and to be commended without. 
reserve other than this, that the marginal index is not complete. 

Indian Mission Conference Journal.—In this Journal the date at the 
top of the page and the marginal notes are gerierally omitted. Pen- 
manship and grammar faulty; otherwise the Journal is well kept. 

Holston Conference Journal.—F or 1878 and 1879 the marginal notes 
are generally omitted. The questions are not always written out, as 
on page 580, where only the number 17 is given. On page 585 the ap- 
pointments are given without mention of the question under which they 
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come. In some instances under-graduates are passed with no reference 
to approved examination by committees. There are some interline- 
ations, words. omitted, and blots. The penmanship is generally plain 
and neat, and on the whole the Journal is faithfully kept. 

Tittle Rock Conference Journal—The pages of this Journal show 
some interlineations and erasures. The penmanship is sometimes bad. 
The Journal is complete in form and generally well kept. The mar- 
ginal index is unusually full and accurate. 

Alabama Conference Journal.—In several instances the number of 
question is given as resumed but not written out in full. The minutes 
of the forty-eighth session are not signed by the presiding Bishop nor 
by the Secretary. (See page 155.) Minutes of forty-ninth session 
are not signed by the Bishop. (See page 202.) With these exceptions, 
this Journal is nearly faultless—a model of HAEEEY: neatness, and ex- 
cellence generally. } 

Denver Conference Journal.—The session of 1878 presents the fol- 
lowing noticeable errors: 

An absence of all running-heads on pages 148, 149, and 150. All 
the questions are written in consecutive order without any reference to 
the business transacted. 

On page 150 question 31 is answered thus: “See conclusion of these 
minutes.” The Secretary says on page 150, “ Most of the strictly min- 
ute business of this session appears under questions regularly recorded 
under first day’s proceedings,” whereas the General Conference requires 
that the business shall be recorded in the order in which it is trans- 
acted. 

1879. The same omission of all running heads occurs in this session 
as the one before it. Frequent report of speeches of visitors. (See 
page 166.) 

In answer to question 20, it is written, “They were all examined one 
by one.” No names are recorded, and no statement that their charac- 
ters passed. s 

1880. No running heads of this session. 

The same class of errors appears in the Journal of 1881. In all ° 
respects this Journal is very defective. The clerical execution is very 
inferior. 

Holston * Conference Journal.—1880-81. Under question 4, Who 
are received into full connection? it is not stated that the persons re- 
ceived passed an approved examination on the Course of Study. (See 
pages 11 and 12 of Journal.) 


The Journal of these two sessions is well kept and every way to be 
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commended, teith the above exceptions, and tint the minutes of 1880 
and 1881 are not signed by the aie Bishop. 


S. RopGrrs, Chairman. 
Joun A. THompson, Secretary. 


J. H. Carlisle, Chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, pre- 


sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 


as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS, REPORT NO: 1. 

In accordance with the suggestion in the Bishops’ Quadrennial Ad- 
dress, “That the General Conference would do a timely service for cat- 
echetical instruction in the family, the Sunday-school, and the Church 
at large, by creating a commission to revise the catechisms in use among 
us, and to prepare a graded system, suited to all, from the infant to the 
Bible class, to be published under suitable regulations: ” 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops appoint a commission of 
such members as they see proper to prepare a graded system of stand- 


ard catechisms, suited to all, from the infant class to the Bible class, 


to be published under the supervision of the Sunday-school Editor. 
Respectfully submitted. ~ Jas. H. Caruisix, Chairman. 
R. W. Jones, Secretary. 
W. W. Walker, Chairman of the Committee on Publishing Interests, : 
presented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 


_as follows: ° 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 1. 

Your committee to whom was referred the memorial of the German 
Mission Conference of Texas and Louisiana, M. E. Church, South, 
“asking that J. B. A. Ahrens, D.D., be reélected editor, and Rev. J. 
A.G. Rabe assistant editor, of the Familienfreund and the Kindcr- 
freund; also, to elect a Publishing Committee to superintend our Ger- 
man publications, to be composed of the following persons, to wit, J. B. 
A. Ahrens, D.D., F. Vordenbaumen, JA Schaper, Jacob Bader, J. A. 
G. Rabe,” do recommend that the prayer of said memorial be granted. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Waker, Chairman. 

S. H. Dent, Secretary. 

B. Craven, Secretary of the Committee on Appeals, presented Re- 
port No. 1 of that committee, which was read, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON APPEALS, REPORT NO. 1. 
G. W. Whitman, elder of the South Carolina Conference, deposed 
from the, ministry on the charge of immorality. The case is remanded 
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to the South Carolina Conference for a new trial, on the ground of in- 
consistency in the decision, in that it deposed him from the ministry 
on the charge of immorality, and retained him in the Church. » 
. J. C. Keener, President. 

B. CRAVEN, Secretary. : 

The following delegates were announced as present, and took their 
seats in the Conference: ; 

J. W. Proctor, lay delegate from the Kentucky Conference. 

M.S. Andrews, alternate, in place of T. O. Summers, deceased, Ala- 
bama Conference. 

P. G. Wood, lay delegate from the Alabama Conference. 

The Chair called for reports from special committees. 

E. E. Wiley, Chairman of the Committee on Introduetions, presented 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON INTRODUCTIONS, REPORT NO. 1, 


In ae eaanes with the action of the General Conference at Atlanta,. 
in May, 1878, “'That the second Wednesday of the session of the Gen- 
eral Conference to be held in May, 1882, is suggested as the day for 
the reception of fraternal delegations, and that the evening of that 
‘lay, and such other evenings as the Conference may order, shall be 
ret apart for listening to addresses from delegations,’ your committee 
veg leave to report for adoption the following: 

That Wednesday next, May 10, 8 o’clock p.m., be the time, and 
the audience-room of McKendree Church (the Committee on Public 
Worship concurring), be the place, for the reception and hearing of 
vur brethren beloved, bringing to us fraternal messages. 

E. E. Wivey, Chairman. 

Bishop Pierce presented a communication from a number of per- 
sons belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the subject of 
the Centenary of Methodism, which was read, and, on motion of J. E. 
Edwards, referred to the Committee on the Centenary of Methodism. 

Samuel Rodgers, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, returned 
certain papers, and asked that they be referred to the Committee on 
Revisal, which was so ordered by the Conference. 

The Chair called for memorials, petitions, and appeals, and the Con- 
ferences, being called in alphabetical order, responded as follows: 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A petition from Frank Parke, asking 
that no person under thirty years of age be received into the traveling 
connection who habitually uses tobacco, referred to the Committee on. 
Temperance. 
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Lirrte Rock ConrrrEencr.—A petition from the Quarterly Con- 
ference of Bartholomew Circuit, asking certain changes in the Disci- 
pline, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Mempuis CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Curators of Me- 
Tyeire Institute, McKenzie, Tenn., was referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

Norra ALaBama Conrerpycr.—A memorial in relation to the - 
boundary of the Conference: referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries. Also, a memorial relating to the ‘boundary of the North Ala- 
bama and Alabama Conferences: referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

Norte Caroirya ConrEeRENCE.—A petition from the Quarterly 
Conference of Washington Station, in relation to the support of the 
ministry, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Pacrric CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Pacific Conference, 
in relation to an Episcopal residence on the Pacific Coast, referred to. 
the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Sourn-west Missourt ConrERENCE.—A petition from nine Quar- 
terly Conferences in the Springfield District in regard to changing the 
name of the Church, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A. W. Wilson, Missionary Secretary, presented papers relating to 
changes in the Constitution of the Woman’s Missionary Society, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 

The call was then made for resolutions and papers to be referred to 
standing committees, which resulted as follows: 

Bautimore ConrerEence.—A. W. Wilson, Samuel Rodgers, and ’ 
R. Smithson presented a resolution in relation to the graduation of 
the claims of superannuated preachers: referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. Also, J.S. Gardner and E. B. Prettyman presented a 
resolution asking a change in question 15 of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence business: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolu- 
tion signed by J. S. Gardner, J. H. H. Figgatt, and R. Smithson, on 
the propriety of uniformity in the baptismal service: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal.. 

CoLUMBIA ‘CONFERENCE.—J. R. N. Bell and T. H. B. Anderson 
presented a resolution in relation to the boundaries of Columbia, Pa- 
cific, and Montana Conferences: referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

FioripA CoNFERENCE.—C. E. Dowman and F. Pasco presented a 
resolution to inquire into the expediency of amending the third re- 
strictive rule by providing for the assignment of Bishops to mission- 
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ary districts, and limiting their episcopal jurisdiction to the same: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 

Ho.tston CoNFERENCE.—A resolution presented ee J. S. Kennedy 
and J. 8. Gardner relating to the trial of appeals of traveling preach- 
ers, referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Inutrnois ConrrreNcE.—A resolution signed by C. C. Mayhew and 
S. Carpenter relating to missionary aid for Illinois Conference, referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

InpIANA ConFERENCE.—J. Ditzler and C. C. Mayhew offered a 
resolution in regard to the change of the name of the Church: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

LovISVILLE CONFERENCE.—A_ resolution from H. C. Settle and 
G. H. Hayes in regard to the trial of preachers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reyisal. 

Mississippl CONFERENCE.—W. L. C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway, 
‘and C. 8. Stewart offered a resolution respecting a change of the law 
relating to appeals: referred to the Committee on Reyvisal. Also, a 
resolution signed by C. B. Galloway and I. Miller proposing the elec- 
tion of two editors of Sunday-school publications: referred to the 
‘Committee on Sunday-schools. ; a tee 

Norra CaroLina CONFERENCE.—W. C. Doub and T. Turnbull 
presented a paper relating to the subject of education: referred to the 
‘Committee on Education. 

Norra Grorcra CoNFERENCE.—H. H. Parks, P. Gallagher, H. 
J. Adams, and B. M. Messick, offered a resolution asking the restora- 
tion of certain paragraphs in the Bishops’ Address, eliminated in 1866: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed by W. 
F. Cook, W. H. Potter, and A. G. Haygood, relating to the collec- 
tion of educational statistics: referred to the Committee on Education, 

Norra Mississrpp1 CONFERENCE.—T. C. Wier and others pre- 
sented a resolution proposing to change the Discipline in relation to 
the functions of a president-elect of an Annual Conference: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution from R. W. Jones 
and 'T. J. Magruder in relation to Sunday-school curriculum :' referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schrols. ; 

‘Norta Trxas Conrerence.—W. Allen and Young Burgher 
offered a resolution in relation to the election of lay delegates to the 
Annual and General Conferences: referred to the Committee on Re- 
visal. Also, C. E. Brown, H. Bishop, A. Davis, and W. Price offered 
a resolution for the election of a board or commission to be called the 
Board of Assessments: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, 
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J. D. Shaw, W. Price, and H. Bishop offered a resolution sit for 
changes in the Discipline, in Chapter XIII, Sections IJ. and IIL: 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Sourn Caroina ConFERENCE.—W. W. Duncan, S. B. Jones, and 
O. A. Darby offered a resolution proposing that applicants for license 
to preach and exhort shall be recommended by District Conferences: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Sour Grorera Conrerence.—T. T. Christian and W. F. Cook 
offered a resolution relating to changes in the Presiding Eldership: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution from J. B. 
McGehee and W. I. Green relating to the election of delegates to the 
District and Annual Conferences: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—J. B. McFerrin offered a resolution 
asking that the Bishops be relieved from presiding in the District Con- 
ferences: referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. Also, a resolu- 
tion from D. C. Kelley, T. B. Holt, G. G. Dibrell, and R. H. Picker- 
ing, relating to the Joint Board of Finance: referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed by J. D. Barbee, asking that 
the Presiding Elder shall be authorized to nominate the District Stew- 
ard: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution from 
J. W. Manier, Treasurer, and D.C. Kelley, Assistant Treasurer, of 


-the Board of Missions, asking that some plan be devised to prevent 


missionary drafts from being hawked about in the market: referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

Swearin- 
gen, and H. V. Philpott offered a resolution asking a change in the 
law relating to deacons and elders ceasing to travel: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—J. E. iwardy. and W. W. Walker of- 
fered a resolution relating to the work of the Bishops in the interval 
of the Annual Conferences: referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 
Also, a resolution from P. A. Peterson and R. Irby relating to annual 
sermons on the subject of Missions: referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. Also, a resolution signed by P. A. Peterson and R. Irby relat- 
ing to colportage: referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

West VirGINtIA CoNFERENCE.—T. 8. Wade, J. W. Fitch, and W. 
C. Ireland offered a resolution proposing a change in the law relating 
to the support of the ministry: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Wuire River Conrrrencr.—J. H. Dye and P. A. Peterson 
offered a resolution that after Thursday, May 11, the call of Confer- 
ences for petitions, memorials, appeals, and resolutions shall he discon- 
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tinued; and after Monday, May 15, no memorial, petition, or resolu- 
tion proposing a change of the Discipline shall be entertained, except 
by a two-thirds vote of the Conference. This resolution was adopted. 
D. R. McAnally announced the arrival of Samuel Cupples, a lay 
delegate from the St. Louis Conference. 
Whereupon O. R. Blue read the following paper: 


General Conference Room, Nashville, May 9, 1882. 
The undersigned beg leave at this time to present to the General 
_ Conference the following preamble and resolution: 
Whereas the rumor has reached us, in our places as delegates to 
_this General Conference, that Samuel Cupples, lay delegate to this 
General Conference from the St. Louis Annual Conference, since his 
election to this General Conference, has openly and before the world 
violated the spirit of the General Rules of the Church, by permitting 
dancing in his house; and whereas such violation of the law of the 
Church, by one occupying the honored and trusted position of a legis- 
lator in the Church of God, is scandalous, and fraught with immense 
mischief to the good order and discipline of the same: therefore, be it 
fesolved, by this General Conference, That a committee, consisting 
of one from each Annual Conference, be appointed by this General 
Conference, whose duty it shall be to examine into the truthfulness of 
said rumor, and report such resolutions in reference to the seating of 
the said Samuel Cupples as they may deem necessary: 


O. R. Buus, W. A. McCarry, 
Anson WEsT, JoHn A: THOMPSON, 
Joun T. Harris, B. Craven, 
F. Law, L. M. Witson, 

T. C. WIER. 


The resolution was adopted, and, upon call of the Conferences, the 
committee was named by the chairmen of the various delegations, as 
follows: ¢ 

Alabama, W. A. McCarty; Arkansas, B. H. Greathouse; Baltimore, 
W. P. Harrison; Columbia, J. R. N. Bell; Denver, Isaac Brinker; East 
Texas, Huston Twomey; Florida, F. Pasco; German Mission, J. B. A. 
Ahrens; Holston, W. W. Stringfield; Illinois, C. C. Mayhew; Indi- 
ana, Jacob Ditzler; Indian Mission, G. B. Hester ;*Kentucky, J. W. 
Fitch; Little Rock, Horace Jewell; Los Angeles, T. R. Curtis; Lou- 
isiana, L. Parker; Louisville, John A. Carter; Memphis, W. T. Har- 
vis; Mississippi, C. B. Galloway; Missouri, C. I. Vandeventer; Mon- 
‘ana, L. B. Stateler; North Alabama, Anson West; North Carolina, 
N. W. Lawrence; North Georgia, C. P. Crawford; North Mississippi. 
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J. M. Wells; North Texas, J. H. McLean; North-west Texas, D. H. 
Snyder; Pacific, W. B. Brown; South Carolina, 8. B. Jones; South 
Georgia, J. B. McGehee; South-west Missouri, W. C. Godbey; St. 
Louis, J. C. Moore; Teaméesoa! R. H. Pickering; Texas, E.S. Smith; 
Virginia, J. D. Blackwell; Western, W. H. H. Adams; Western Vir- 
ginia, W. C. Ireland; West Texas, M. N. Shive; White River, Jose- 
phus Anderson. 

A. H. Redford appeared before the Conference, and began his reply 
to the Reports of the Book Agent and the Book Committee. 

On motion of A. B. Stark, the Conference resolved to meet at 8 
o'clock P.M. 

C. 8S. Stewart, of the Mississippi Conference, was substituted on the 
Committee on Finance for I. Miller. 

The Conference then adjourned. 


Tuesday Evening, May 9, 1882. 


The Conference met at 8 o’clock p.m., Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service conducted by J. H. McLean. 

The reading of the Minutes of the morning session was postponed - 
until to-morrow, 

A. H. Redford continued his reply to the Book Agent and Book 
Committee, at the conclusion of which, at 10 o’clock p.m., the Confer- 
ence adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Kavanaugh. 


Wi ednesday Morning, May 10, 1882. 


The Conference met at 9 o’clock A.m., Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service conducted by D. R. McAnally. 

The Minutes of yesterday morning and last night were read, cor- 
rected, and approved. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

Richard Pollard, lay delegate from the Virginia Conference, and 
E. M. Newman, alternate in the place of T. L. Given, from the Ken- 
tucky Conference, took their seats. 

R. Pollard was placed on the Committee on Bitndavion instead of 
J. D. Blackwell. 

P. G. Wood was placed on the Committee on Boundaries, instead 
of R. H. Powell. 

W. F. Cook and H. J. Adams presented the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That in the call for the reports of the standing com- 
mittees, they shall be called in the order in which the committees 
appear in the Journal. 
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2. That when the previous question is called, on the adoption of a. 
report from a standing committee, and the call is sustained, the chair- 
man of the committee, or some member whom he may designate, shall 
be allowed ten’ minutes in which to advocate the report. 

The first resolution was adopted. ~ , ’ 

J. H. H. Figgatt moved to amend the last resolution by allowing 
the opposition ten minutes. 

E. A. Yates moved to lay the amendment and the resolution on the 
table, which motion prevailed—ayes, 99 ; noes,-85. 

N. T. Lupton, from the Committee on Sunday-schools, appointed at 
the last General Conference, presented a report, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


- 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 2. 


Your Committee on Itinerancy have carefully examined the follow- 
ing Journals, and submit their Report No. 2: 

Kentucky Conference Journal.—The minutes of the four annual ses- 
- slons are remarkably accurate, precise, and, in fact, almost faultless. 

Bishop’s signature duly attached, marginal index large and com- 
plete, the running-head, from. page to page, giving date and place of 
- meeting regularly. ; 

Where a disciplinary question is asked the second time, the ques- 
tion is not written, but with the word “resumed.” 

South Carolina Conference Jowrnal.—The Journal is a model of ac- 
curacy and neatness. . 

It is a singular fact in these minutes that upon roll-call at the open- 
ing of the Conference sessions, the names of members present are in 
no instance given. The paragraph. bearing on this point invariably 
reads, “The Secretary of the last Conference called the roll and 
clerical and 





lay members answered to theiw names.” It is im- 
possible by these minutes to find out who was present and who not 
present; in fact, impossible to find out who is, and who is not, a mem- 
ber, unless by referring to list of appointments. 

Arkansas Conference Jowrnal—The Journal of the Arkansas Con- 
ference has been neatly and tastefully kept, and the minutes are full 
and accurate. 

On page 539 a preacher was received into full connection under the. 
call of question 2, Who remain on trial? 

Pages 548, 568, 589, 610, 612, preachers were placed on the super-- 
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numerary and superannuated lists, and located, under the call of ques- 
tion 20, Are all the eee blameless in their life and official ad- 
ministration ? 

Page 563, a preacher was abetadd deacon under the call of motes 
2, Who remain on trial? ' 

Page 565, a preacher was received, and another continued on trial, 
without the call of any question. 

Page 589, the name of David C. Summers was called, and pending 
the consideration Conference adjourned, and the case was not again 
taken up during the session. 

Page 611, a preacher was elected deacon, and another continued on 
trial, under the call of question 4, Who are admitted into full con- 
nection ? 

During the thet second session, the questions laid down in ‘the 
Discipline are not all called. Evidently the Secretary is not respon- 
sible for any of these errors or omissions, but the presiding Bishop. 

Louisiana Conference Jowrnal.—The Journal of this Conference has ° 
been for the most part well kept, and is a faithful record of the work 
of the Conference. We note, however, the following errors and omis- 
sions: 

The names of the members attending the thirty-third session are 
not recorded. : 

There are no marginal notes in the minutes of the thirty-fifth and 
thirty-sixth sessions. 

On page 95, the minutes say a committee was appointed on the case - 
of W. J. Picot, but do not say on what account; and on page 100 a 
similar record is made in the case of R. M. Crowsin. — 

In most cases the minutes do not show who presided after the first 
day of the session. 

On pages 7, 10, 11, 98, 99, and 101, preachers were placed on the 
list of superannuates and supernumeraries, continued on trial, discon- 
tinued, admitted into full connection, and elected to deacon’s and 
elder’s orders, under the call of question 20, Are all the preachers 
blameless in their life and official administration ? 

Page 96, a preacher was elected to elder’s orders under the call of 
question 7, Who are the deacons of one year? 

For some of these errors the Secretary is responsible, and for others 
the presiding Bishop. 

Texas Conference Journal.—Local preachers are elected to elder’s 
orders with no statement that they presented note certifying their be- 
lief in our doctrines and Discipline. (See page 148.) 
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On page 157, it is said that question 31 was called, but the queiey 
is not stated. 

With the above exceptions, the Journal is satisfactorily kept, and 
deserves high commendation. SamuEL Ropers, Chairman. 

Joun A. THompson, Secretary. * 


S. Rodgers, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No.3 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY,. REPORT NO. 3. 


Your Committee on Itinerancy have considered a resolution signed 
by P. A. Peterson, W. S. Black, and A. M. Shipp, asking that the 
second restrictive rule of the Discipline, referring to representation 
in the General Conference, be changed. We respectfully recommend 
non-concurrence. 

Also, a memorial signed by the following members of the Kentucky 
Conference, viz.: B. F. Bristoe, W. B. Godby, C. J. Nugent, John 
Jay Dickey, Geo. F. Gould, J..C. C. Newton, D. B. Cooper, Alex. 
Redd, B. F. Sedwick, and G. C. Kelly, asking the appointment of 
evangelists. We recommend non-concurrence. 

SamuEL Ropeers, Chairman. 

Joun A. THompson, Secretary. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table, 
under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Report No. 2 of that committee. 

This report having recommended non-concurrence in the proposi- 
tion to enlarge the Board of Missions so that-it would be comprised of 
one member from-each Annual Conference, J. E. Evans moved to 
amend the report by striking out “non,” so as-to make it, read “con- 
_ cur.” This motion brought the report under the rule, and it was laid 
on the table. ‘ 


P. P. Ellis, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented Re- 


port No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, REPORT NO. 1. 


Your committee to whom was referred the paper from Dr. J. B. 
McFerrin, Book Agent, asking disposition of the $266.17 now in his 
hands, paid him by the Methodist Episcopal Church from the sus- 
pended assets in the division of Church-property in 1844, would 
respectfully offer the following resolution for your adoption, viz. :. 
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Raced That the.$266.17 arising fro om the suspended assets in the 
division of Chureh-property in 1844, and now in: the hands of Dr. J. 
B. McFerrin, Book Agent, be paid over to the Publishing House of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to become a part of the capi- 
tal in the business of. said institution. P, P. Exuts, Chairman. 

J. W. Futron, Secretary. 

The Chair called for reports from special committees. 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman of the Committee on Fraternal Correspond- 
ence, presented Report No. 1 of that committee, embracing a letter 
to the Rey. James Stacy, Chairman of the Sabbath Committee of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 

On motion of J. W. Tucker, the report was laid on ‘the table for 
further consideration. 

W. W. Duncan presented a paper from the Woman’s Christian 

_ Temperance Union, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
‘Temperance. : 

J. B. McFerrin and James Whitworth were permitted to make 
statements in reply to Dr. A. H. Redford, and the time of the session 
was extended to enable the Chairman of the Book Committee to finish 
nis statement. i (ee 

The Conference resolved to meet at 8 o'clock pP.M., to receive the 
Fraternal Delegates, and adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
‘Keener. ° 
Wednesday Evening, May 10, 1882. 

The Conference assembled at 8 o’clock P.M., in the auditorium of 
McKendree Church, Bishop McTyeire in the ae 

Religious exercises were conducted by James 8. Gardner. 

At the request of the Secretary, the reading of the Minutes of the 
morning session was postponed until to-morrow. i 

Bishop McTyeire announced the purpose of the evening session to 

-be the formal reception of fraternal delegates from other branches of 
the Methodist Church—those holding like faith with ourselves—and 
to hear words of greeting from them. 

The Rev. Howard Sprague, A.M., of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Canada, and the Rey. Henry Bascom Ridgaway, 
D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, were then presented by 
Bishop McTyeire to the General Conference. Ne 

The credentials were read as follows: 

To the Bishops and other Members of the General Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, Sonth: 

Dear Faruers AND BrerHren:—This letter will be presented to 
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you by the Rev. Howard Sprague, Master of Arts, who was duly ap- 


pointed at the last session of the General Conference of the Methodist . 


Church of Canada, held at Montreal, to convey to you their fraternai 


greetings, and to give expression to their warm Christian love and - 


admiration of your earnest and successful labors for the common. 
Master. 

He is a brother held in high esteem among us, and is cordially com- 
mended to your confidence and sympathy. He will be able to give 
you some account of our work and prospects, and we trust that his 
communications will tend to strengthen the bond of Christian affection 
already happily existing between us and you. 

By order and on behalf of the General Conference. 

A. SUTHERLAND, Secretary. 


Dated at Toronto, this 27th day of March, 1882. 
To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South: 

Dear BRETHREN :—The Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
acting under authority given them by the last General Conference, 
have appointed the Rev. Henry Bascom Ridgaway, D.D., a fraternal 
delegate to your body. | 

He is one of the foremost ministers of our denomination, and he 
bears to you the most sincere and cordial Christian salutations of the 
Church he represents. 

By order and on behalf of the Board of Bishops. 


Witiram L. Harris, Secretary. 
New York, November 8, 1881. 


Mr. Sprague first addressed the body in an able and instructive 
manner, and was briefly replied to by Bishop McTyeire. 

One of the Wesleyan hymns, “O for a thousand tongues to sing,” 
was announced, and sung with much spirit. 

The Rev. Dr. Ridgaway then delivered an eloquent. address, to 
which a proper response was made by the presiding Bishop. 

The “Old Ship of Zion” was sung, followed by the doxology. 

Bishop Kavanaugh pronounced the benediction, and the Conference 
adjourned. 

Thursday Morning, May 11, 1882. 
The Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 


chair. ; . 
Religious service was conducted by the Rev. A. R. Winfield, of the 


Arkansas Conference. 
The Minutes of yesterday morning and last night were read and 


approved. 
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The following lay delegates arrived, and took their seats: 

J. W. Jones, from the Arkansas Conference, assigned to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal in place of B. H. Greathouse. 

J. W. Proctor, from the Kentucky Conference, assigned to the Com- 
mittee on Publishing I: terests in place of J. C. estan: 

C. J. Moody, from the Tennessee Conference. 

J. B. McGehee, chairman of the committee appointed in the case 
of Samuel Cupples, lay delegate from the St. Louis Conference, pre- 
sented a report, which was read and adopted, as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred a paper signed by O. R. Blue 
and others, relative to a rumor that Samuel Cupples, a lay delegate 
from the St. Louis Conference, since his election to the General Con- 


ference, had openly and before the world violated the General Rules - 


of the Church by permitting dancing in his house, have duly consid- 
ered the matter, and submit the following report: 

After a free, fair, and full investigation of all the facts, we are of 
the opinion that the law of the Church against dancing has been fully 
vindicated by his pastor and Church, and that no further action is 
necessary. 

Respectfully submitted. J. B. McGrnes, Chairman. 

C. P. CRAWFORD, Secretary. 

~ Reports of standing committees being called for, W. W. Bennett, 

Chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, presented Report No. 3 
of that committee, in which the election of six Bishops was recom- 
mended. 

It was moved that the report be adopted, and O. R. Blue moved to 
amend the report by striking out “six” and inserting “three.” 

After’ some discussion, it was ordered that consideration of the 
report be postponed until 11:15 o’clock this day. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and adopted, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 4. 

Your committee, in pursuance of their duties, have examined the 
following Journals, and report: 

Mississippi Conference Journal—The Journal of this Conference, so 
far as the mechanical work is concerned, will compare favorably. The 
headings and marginal notes are in harmony with existing require- 
ments. The Minutes for 1878 are above criticism. In the Journal 
for 1879, pages 260 and 283, candidates for advancement were passed 


. , apes al 
and advanced without having completed the full Course of Study. | 


* 
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The entry says that “the candidate be required to be examined on this 
book next year.” This is not the fault of the Secretary, but of the 
President of the Conference. In 1880, pages 325 and 527, the same” 
occurs with reference to other parties, and several books were men- 
tioned. One brother was required to bring up his studies at the next 
session on Discipline and Ralston’s Elements. On page 328, session 
1880, question 1, Who are admitted on trial? is answered simply by 
giving the names of the parties admitted; no recommendations from 
the Quarterly Conference are mentioned; and no report of a commit- 
tee of examination is furnished. On page 330, a preacher was elected 
to deacon’s orders without any recommendation from a Quarterly Con- 
ference so far as the Journal shows. It is due the regular Secrefary 
of this Conference, Dr. C. G. Andrews, to state that he was not in 
charge of the office during the session of 1880, having been elected to 
preside over the Conference in the absence of the Bishop. Journal of 
1881, being under the supervision of the old Secretary, Dr. C. G. An- =: 
drews, shows an exemption from errors and inaccuracies to be com- 
mended. A. J. Peeble, page 377, was passed to a higher grade, but 
required to bring up some unfinished studies at the next session. This: 
overlooking the rules is an official act of the presiding Bishop. 

The questions in the Journal are all properly numbered and written 
in full. The number appearing in the margin is thus easily seen. 

Western Conference Jouwrnal.—This Journal is not perfect by any 
means, yet there are extenuating circumstances to be offered, as this 
is a young and constantly changing Conference. With these changes 
there is an irregularity almost unavoidable in the work necessary to 
be done. This is seen in the fact that during the recent quadrennium 
there were three Secretaries. The first defect in the above-named 
Journal is that it is not paged. Hence the difficulty in locating the 
errors and inaccuracies. The headings and marginal notes through- 
out the four years are fair. The mechanical execution is fair. The 
Journal of each session was signed by the presiding Bishop, and the 
general make-up of the Minutes is creditable. There is observable a 
gratifying improvement each year. The most glaring error, and which 
occurred frequently in 1878, was the transaction of nearly all the 
Minute business without calling the questions, or numbering them. 

Parties were elected to deacon’s and elder’s orders, admitted into 
full connection, ordained, located, Secretary of the next session chésen, . 
preachers appointed, with no questions asked. These omissions recur 
in 1879-80. ‘Transfers were announced under no particular head; 
and no question as to members in Society, baptisms, Sunday-schools, 
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missionary money, or any head furnishing statistical data. Question 
20 was called, but no statement made as to what the question was. 
Some of these defects are found in 1881, but the diminution is encour- 
aging, as the last Secretary shows a good order of talent for a new 
beginner. - 


South Georgia Conference.—The Minutes are oe well kept, 


and are almost faultless as to matter strictly clerical. We note, how- 


ever, the following irregularities: 

On page 369, the Minutes say, under question 20, “the Bishop called 
question 18;” and, in fact, the business properly belonging under ques- 
tion 18 was then transacted. 

There is no business recorded anywhere in the Minutes under ques- 
tions 20 to 30, and no note referring to the Appendix where these 
questions are answered. 

At the opening of the Conference of 1879, the Rev. J. W. Hinton 
is set down to haye received a majority of the votes cast for Chairman, 
in the absence of a Bishop, but was not declared elected. 

Page 484, again under question 20, it is stated that question 18 was 
taken up, and the record shows that the business belonging under _ 
question 18 was transacted. 

On page 492, Conference was opened and business transacted with- 
out the usual religious services. 

In the year 1879, the Appointments were read without asking ques- 
tion 31. 

Page 532, question 20 is margined, but not asked in the Minutes, 
though the examination of the character of the preachers took place, 
as the record shows. 

Page 533. There is no mention of the numbers of the members in 
Conference and of the number of delegates the Conference was entitled 
to under the ratio of representation. The Secretary announced that 
they were entitled to but four clerical and four lay delegates, and the 
ballot proceeded; no mention of tellers, and no mention of the whole 
vote cast, and none of the number received by any member voted for, 
but that on the first ballot A and others were elected. 

The Minutes of 1881 lacked the signature of the presiding Bishop. 

North Alabama Conference Journal we find to have been kept with 
great care and neatness. On page 177, only four of the lay delegates 
are mentioned, and no mention is made of the district from which 
they came. 

Page 180. Several’ members are said to be present who had not 
appeared before, but their names not given. 
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Page 225. The Minutes.show that the credentials of a local preach- 
er were presented and filed with the Conference, but do not state his 
order in the ministry, or whether he had been expelled or simply with- 
drawn. 

Page 262. A preamble and resolution were offered and laid on the 
table, but the resolution itself is not given, nor any remark by which 
the character of it can be determined. But for these slight errors, this 
Journal would need no correction. 

The Journal of the North Georgia Conference has been admirably 
kept. It is a complete record of Conference proceedings. It records 
the Appointments of three sessions successively without question 31. 
In a number of instances the question is resumed under its numerical 
title without being written out. ‘ 

Pacific Conference Journal has no marginal notes or headings. In 
other regards it is very well kept through all the sessions. Motions 
pertaining to resolutions, and legitimate work under other questions, 
were entertained:and acted upon under question 20, and the Appoint- 
ments of the twenty-eighth, thirtieth, and thirty-first sessions are re- 
corded without any questions. SAMUEL RopGers, Chairman. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented Re- 
port No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and followed by a mi- 
nority report from the same committee, presented by J. E. Edwards. 
The minority report, if adopted, changes the Discipline in regard to 
the term of office of Presiding Elders, and therefore both reports lie 
ever, under the rule. 

W. W. Walker, Chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 2. 


Your committee having duly considered the report of the Commit- 
tee on the Quarterly Review, are of the opinion that the Review has 
been well and ably conducted; that it supplies an important need 
in our Church literature, and furnishes a channel through which 
those minds interested in great questions, concerning the relations of 
scriptural truth to other truth, can be most easily i effectively 
reached. 

The business management of the Review appears to have been skill- 
fully and successfully conducted, and the result thus far justifies 
the hope that the enterprise will in the future continue to be pros- 
perous. 
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The following resolutions are proposed for adoption: 
Resolved, 1. That the Quarterly Review is recommended to the min- 
isters and members of the M. E. Church, South, as worthy of their 


confidence and patronage. 


2. That the Review ought to be continued .on the same basis, and 
under the same management, as at present, and that E. R. Hendricks, 
J. W. Hinton, N. T. Lupton, C. W. Miller, F. A. Wood, A. B. Stark, 
A. W. Wilson, C. G. Andrews, R. A. Young, and B. Craven be ap- 
pointed to have control and direction of all matters pertaining to the 
Review. W. W. Waker, Chairman. 

Report No. 3 from the same committee, relating to the publication 


of an abridged hymn-book, was read and laid on the table for future | 
consideration. 


W. W. Walker, Chairman of the Committee on Publishing Inter- 
ests, presented Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 4. 


The Committee on Publishing Interests beg leave to report that 
the ‘committee have had under consideration a resolution signed by 
William Allen and William H. Hughes, in reference to printing a 
Discipline with paper back for those who are unable or unwilling to 
buy the present costly one, and recommend non-concurrence. 

Respectfully submitted. iro. Maes Chairman. 

E. M. Burt, Assistant Secretary. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman. of the Committee on Boundaries, pre- 
sented Report No. 2 of that committee. 

A minority report from the same committee was presented by H. 
W. Foote, and both reports lie on the table, under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented 
Report No. 8 of that committee, which was read, and lies on the table, 
under the rule. 

. P. A. Peterson, Chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and lies on the table, 
under the rule. 

P. P. Ellis, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented Re- 
port No. 2 of that committee, which was read. 

A minority report from the same committee was presented by B. H. 


‘Greathouse. Both reports were laid on the table. 


P. P. Ellis, Chairman, presented Report No. 3 of the Committee on 


Finance, which was read and adopted, as follows: 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, REPORT NO. 3. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the paper signed by Thomas 
Shackelford and T. D. Woodson, of the Missouri Conference, suggest- 
ing, and advising the several.Annual Conferences to create and have 
duly incorporated, “ Boards of Trust,”*for the special purpose of re- 
ceiving and safely investing donations and bequests, the proceeds of 
which shall be for the benefit of the superannuated preachers, and the 
widows and orphans of such preachers as haye died in the regular 


work, would report that this valued paper has had due consideration, . _ 


and we respectfully offer the following resolution for your adoption, 


, W1Z.: 


Resolved, That the suggestions and advice to Annual Conferences, 
contained in the paper of Thomas Shackelford and T. D. Wood- 
son, of the Missouri Conference, be approved, and that the paper 
and this report be published in the Journal of the General Confer- 
ence. P. P. Evuis, Chairman. 

The paper alluded to in the above report will be found in the Ap- 
pendix, page 186. 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 2 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read, and adopted unani- 
mously, to wit: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 2. 


The Committee present the following resolution for adoption by the 
Conference: 

Resolved, That this General Conference has heard with great satis- 
faction the Christian salutation of the Methodist Church of Canada 
through their fraternal messenger, the Rev. Howard Sprague, A.M., 
and of the Methodist Episcopal Church through the Rev. Henry Bas- 
com Ridgaway, D.D., and heartily reciprocate their expression of Chris- 
tian love to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, praying that the 
Divine Spirit may render effective their joint labogs with ours in spread- 
ing scriptural holiness through the earth. - 

Respectfully submitted. A. M. Suipp, Chairman. 


The following letter, addressed to the Conference by the Rey. James - 


Stacy, Chairman of the Sabbath Committee of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, having been received, and referred to the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, A. M. Shipp, chairman of that com- 


mittee, presented Report No. 1, which was adopted as amended by the 


chairman. 
The letter to the Conference is as follows: 
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To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Kpis- 
copal Church, South, at Nashville, Tenn.: 


DeEAR BrRetHreN:—I address you as Chairman of the Sabbath 
Committee of the Southern Presbyterian Church. At the last meet- 
ing of our General Assembly, our committee was instructed to corre- 
spond with the Evangelical Churches, with a view of securing their 
cooperation in the matter of petitioning the civil authorities. The 
tf llowing is the action to which reference is had: 

Resolved, That the committee be instructed to institute such corre- 
spondence with other Evangelical Churches as will secure their codp- 
eration in ‘bringing the “Sabbath question” to the attention of the 
civil authorities of alk the States. The Assembly would not recom- 
mend any overture, either as citizens or as ecclesiastics, to the Congress 
of the United States, until the codperation of the great bulk of the ~ 
Evangelical Churches of the whole country may be obtained. 

' In obedience, therefore, to the above instructions, I address you 
and I need not remind you that the Sabbath is the great bulwark of < 
our religion, which must be maintained at all hazards if we would 
hope to subjugate the world to our Lord and King—nor yet how that 
bulwark is seriously threatened, especially in the Northern portions 
of our country, by the constant influx of a foreign element, with 
views so entirely opposed to what we conceive to be the Scripture teach- 
ings on the subject. 

If it will suit your convenience to do so, we would be glad to have 
you consider the matter, and cordially give us your views as to the 
propriety of petitioning Congress upon the subject, especially with 
reference to Sunday mail, and running of trains on the Lord’s-day; and 
also as to your willingness to unite in any thing like a general effort 
to abate, if not entirely suspend, these public evils. 

Yours in Christian bonds, JAMES STACY, 


Chairman General Assembly Sabbath Committee. 
Newnan, Ga., May 3, 1882, 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 1. 


To Rey. James Stacy, Chairman of the Sabbath Committee of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church: 


Dear Broruer:—The undersigned Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
respondence of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, by direction of said Conference, beg leave to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your letter, of the 5th of May last, in relation to 
the cooperation of the several Evangelical Churches in a common and 
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united -effort to protect, by proper legal measures, the sanctity of the 
Sabbath. 

We cordially approve the great objects in view, and as citizens we 
‘shall most gladly aid, as we best can, in securing the proper recog- 
nition by Government, State and national, of the sacredness of the 
Lord’s-day. 

We are prepared to join you in a respectful and earnest appeal to 
Congress to discontinue and prohibit the making up, delivery, and 
transportation of mail-matter on Sunday. This point gained, a great 
step in advance, we can turn our attention to the police regulations 
of States and municipal corporations, to correct such abuses as may 
be reached by proper authority. 

With high Christian regard, A. M. Surpp, Chairman. 

E. R. Hendrix, Chairman, presented Report No. 1 of the Commit- 
tee on the Centenary of American Methodism, which was read and 
laid on the table. — 

The hour appointed for the consideration of Report No. 3 of the 
‘Committee on Episcopacy having arrived, the report was taken up 
-and discussed until the hour of adjournment. Pending the discussion, 
E. R. Hendrix moved to extend the time of the session to allow W. 
H. Potter to finish his speech. 

The motion prevailed. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
McTyeire. 

Friday Morning, May 12, 1882. 

The Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 

Religious service was conducted by E. A. Yates. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Keener took the chair, and called for reports of standing 
committees. 

W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report-No. 4 of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 3 of the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, which was read. 

W. H. Browning and others of the committee presented a minority 
report, and both reports lie on the table, under the rule. 
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P. P. Ellis, Chatrned, presented Hegort No. 4 of the Committee on 
Finance, which was read. 

O. R. Blue moved to strike out the word “non” in the report, so 
that the report would recommend concurrence in the proposition to 
strike out the words, “ But in no case shall they allow any preacher 
to have a claim on the Church he has served as of debt, after his pas- 
toral connection has ceased.” (Discipline, Chapter LX., Section V., 
page 178.) 

The report was laid on the table, under the rule. 

W. M. Rush, Chairman, presented Report No. 1 of the Committee 
on Temperance, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE, REPORT NO. 1. 

Your committee to whom was referred a paper touching the use of 
tobacco, would respectfully report that while we recognize the fact that 
much evil grows out of the intemperate use of tobacco, yet we would 
- recommend no special legislation on the subject. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

W. M. Rush, Chairman, presented Report No. 2 of the Committee 
on Temperance, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE, REPORT NO. 2. 

Your committee to whom was referred a paper asking that this Gen- 
eral Conference take such action as will prevent the use of fermented 
wines in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, have carefully consid- 
ered the same, and would report non-concurrence, but would at the 
same time recommend to our people everywhere that they be careful 
to procure the purest wines for this holy sacrament. 

Respectfully submitted. '  W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

B. Craven, Secretary, presented Report No. 2 of the Committee on 
Appeals, which was read, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON APPEALS, REPORT NO. 2. 

A. J. Briggs, elder, of the Alabama Conference, suspended. Decis- 
ion of the Alabama Conference reversed. 

J. C. KEENER, president, 

B. Craven, Secretary. 

Bishop Pierce presented a telegram from the Rev. J. H. Campbell, 
of Columbus, Ga., expressing sympathy with the Conference on ac- 
count of the death of Dr. Summers. 

An invitation from the President, Dr. Braden, to visit Central Ten- 
nessee College, was, on motion of J. E. Evans, accepted. 
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T. M. Cobb, clerical alternate from South-west Missouri Conference, 
took the place of W. C. Godbey, who had been called home. 

A. W. Wilson presented a memorial from the Board of Missions, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

D. R. McAnally, Chairman, presented Report No. 1 of the Commit- 
tee on Church Extension, which was read, and lies on the table, under 
the rule. 

The Chair called for memorials, petitions, and appeals, and the 
Conferences being called in alphabetical order, the following re- 
sponded: 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—A. memorial relating to the insertion of 
a Chapter on Temperance in the Discipline, referred to the Commit- 
- tee on Temperance. 

LovuIsvILLE CONFERENCE.—B. M. Messick, representing the Louis- 
ville Conference delegation, asked that Dr. Redford be permitted to 
reply to the speeches of J. B. McFerrin and James Whitworth, which 
were rejoinders to the former speech of Dr. Redford. 

On motion of W. W. Walker, the request was refused.” 

MississipP! CONFERENCE.—A paper from J. W. Adkisson was pre- 
sented, and referred to the Committee on Education. 

Sourn-western Missourr Conrerencre.—M. M. Pugh and T. M. 
Cobb presented a memorial in relation to the membership of District 
Conferences: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

West Texas CoNFERENCE.—A memorial from A. H. Sutherland, 
W. J. Joyce, and M.N. Shive, relating to the organization of a sepa- 
rate Conference in the Mexican Border Mission: referred_to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. Also, a paper from W. J. Joyce, relating to the 
adoption of a plan for missions to the colored people: referred to the 
Committee on Missions. , 

P. A. Peterson moved that the call for memorials, petitions, and 
appeals cease after to-day. 2 

M.S. Andrews moved to amend by inserting “to-morrow” instead 
of “tb-day,” and the motion, so amended, prevailed. 

The call of the Conferences for resolutions and papers for ref: 
erence to standing committees was then made, and the following 
responded : : 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Resolutions presented by M.S. Andrews, 
O. BR. Blue, T, F. Mangum, W. A. McCarty, and R..B. Crawford, 
relating to the distribution of Conferénce funds: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

FLORIDA CONFERENCE.—Resolutions signed by C. E. Dowman, J. 
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W. Proctor, H. P. Walker, and T. Turnbull, relating to a catalogue 
of books fur Sunday-school libraries: referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-schools. 

-Hoxrsron ConFrERENCE.—A resolution signed by J. W. Gaut, J. W. 
Paulett, J. S. Kennedy, E. W. Moore, E. E. Wiley, W. B. Aston, P. 
Gallagher, T. P. Summers, and W. G. E. Cunnyngham, in relation to 
Presiding Elders’ Districts, and recommending that the Annual Con- 
ferences be authorized to determine the number: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

Lirrte Rock Conrrrence.—A resolution from E. N. Watson, H. 
Jewell, W. H. Browning, C. A. Gantt, and A. Hazen, relating to a 
change of boundary between the Little Rock, and Louisiana Confer- 
ences: referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

LoviIsvILLE CONFERENCE.—Resolutions from G. R. Browder Bs 
M. Messick, and H. C. Morrison, in regard to a change in the Beets 
pline: referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed 
by H.C. Morrison, G. R. Browder, W. 8. Johnson, J. A. Carter, B. 
M. Messick, S. W. Brents, and H. C. Settle, in regard to changes in 
the General Rules: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

MemrPuis CoNFERENCE.—A resolution signed by Guilford Jones, 
L. D. Mullins, and R. H. Mahon, relating to the reduction of the price 
of Sunday-school publications: referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

MIssIssIPPr ee cance —W.L. ©. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway, 
[. Miller, and S. B. Watts presented a resolution relating to the form 
of the Stewards’ Report to the Quarterly Conference: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Norra ALABAMA CoNFERENCE.—L. M. Wilson, H. J. Adams, and 
J. B. Stevenson offered a resolution relating to the assessment plan: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. Also, a paper from L. M. 
Wilson and W. A. McCarty, relating to the preparation of statistical . 
reports of contributions to the Woman’s Missionary Society: referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

Norrn Caroitina ConrEerRENCE.—N. H. D. Wilson, T. M. Jones, 
E. J. Lilly, and T. P. Summers presented a resolution relating to a 
change in the law for the trial of local preachers: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution from N. H. D. Wilson, 
relating to a change in the law for the trial of a member of the Church: 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. Also, resolutions from N. H. 
D. Wilson and H. T. Hudson, in relation to statistics: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 
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Norte Texas Conrerence.—W. H. Hughes, J. W. Fulton, J. 
M. Binkley, and Young Burgher offered a resolution relating to read- 
mission of expelled members: referred to the Committee on Revisal. 
Also, a resolution signed by J. H. McLean and R. Smithson, on the 
membership of Quarterly and District Conferences: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

VircinrA CoNFERENCE.— W. W. Bennett and J. S. Kennedy 
presented a resolution on colportage: referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. : 

P. A. Peterson and J. B. McFerrin offered the following resolutions, 
which were read and adopted: 

Resolved, 1. That after to-morrow, May 13, the call of Conferences 
for resolutions be discontinued. 

2. That after Tuesday next, May 16, no memorial, Sottions or reso- 


lution proposing a change in the Discipline shall be received, except. - 


by a two-thirds vote of the Conference. 

H. T. Hudson was substituted on the Committee on Revisal for E. 
A. Yates. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions are hereby instructed to 
nominate a Mission Board for the next quadrennium, and report to the 
Conference., W. M. Rusa, 

E. K. Miuzer. 


J. H. McLean was substituted on the Committee on Revisal for M. 
H. Neely. 


W. H. Hughes was placed on the Committee on Revisal instead of 


J. M. Binkley. 

T. M. Cobb was placed on the Committee on Sunday-schools instead 
of M. M. Pugh. 

John S, Martin, Secretary of the Conference, requested that John 
A. Thompson be elected Assistant Secretary, which was done by the 
Conference. > 


On motion of J. E. Evans, consideration of Report No. 8 of the: 


Committee on Episcopacy was resumed. 

J. B. McFerrin moved to amend the report by recommending the 
election of four Bishops. 

Samuel Cupples addressed the Conference, and on the expiration 
of his time, on motion of J. Boring, it was extended. 

After the conclusion of his speech, the Conference adjourned, with 
the benediction by Bishop Kavanaugh. 
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Saturday Morning, May 13, 1882. 

Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by N. H. D. Wilson. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and confirmed. 

On motion of R. H. Powell, the regular order was suspended, and 
consideration of Report No. 3 of the Committee on Episcopacy was 
resumed. 

On motion of H. J. ddtthe, this vote was reconsidered, and the 
regular order prevailed. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair, and ealled for reports from standing 
committees. 

W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE*ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 5. ~ 

The committee having considered some of the papers referred by 
the Conference, present results: 

1. A paper signed J. B. McGehee, P. A. Peterson, and W.S. Black, 
asking legislation as to the special location in which the Bishops shall 
live, so as to distribute them equally, as far as practicable, through 
the work. The committee is of opinion that no action beyond what 
was suggested in Report No. 4, presented yesterday, is necessary. 

2. A paper signed H. F. Johnson and C. B. Galloway, asking for ~ 
an amendment to the Discipline, Section II., Chapter IIL., in reference 
to Episcopal Districts, and a suitable division of our whole territory 
into more compact districts, ete. The committee is of opinion that no 
change or amendment of said Section is necessary. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bewyett, Chairman. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Com- 
mittee on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

On motion, the action of the Conference, by which the paper on the 
Colvin bequest was referred to the Committee on Finance was recon- 
sidered, and the paper was referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 

W. P. Harrison, Chairman, presented Report No. 2 of the Commit- 
tee on Education, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

P. P. Ellis, Chairman, reported back a resolution from the Commit- 
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tee on Finance, and requested that it be referred to the Committee on 
Publishing Interests, which was so ordered. 

W.-M. Rush, Chairman, presented Report No. 3 of the Committee 
on Temperance, which was adopted, as follows: : 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE, REPORT NO. 3. 

Your committee to whom were referred divers papers asking for a 
restoration of Mr. Wesley’s General Rule forbidding “drunkenness, 
buying or selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases 
of extreme necessity,” have had the same under most careful consid: 
eration, and would recommend non-concurrence. 

Respectfully submitted. _ W.M. Rusu, Chairman. 


W. M. Rush, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Committee 
on Temperance, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

Upon the call of Conferences for memorials, petitions, and appeals, 
the following responded: 

East Texas ConrERENCE.—A memorial was presented by John 
Adams in regard to Quarterly Conference business: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

LovisviILLE ConrERENCE.—B. M. Messick presented a memorial 
in relation to changes in the Discipline, Chapter III., Section IL., 
question 3, page 72: referred to the Committee on Itineraney. 

The Conferences were then called in order for resolutions and papers 
to be referred to the standing committees, and the following responded: 

ALABAMA CONFERENCE.—Resolution presented by O. R. Blue and 
J. B. McFerrin, in relation to the clause “and relations,” Chapter L., 
Section II., question 1, answer 3, of the Discipline: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. Also, a resolution signed by J. W. Portis and 
L. M. Wilson proposing an amendment to the General Rules: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. — A. W. Wilson, J. Stokes, and. D. C. 
Kelley presented a resolution in reference to the establishment of a 
Chair of Missions in our collegiate institutions: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. . 

FrLormpA ConreRENCcE.—A resolution from F. Pasco and ©. E. 
Dowman in regard to the forms for statistical reports to the Annual 
Conferences: referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Mississtppr_ CONFERENCE.—Resolutions signed by C. B. Galloway 
and H. F. Johnson proposing changes in the ritual for infant bap- 
tism: referred to the Committee on Revisal- Also, a resolution from 
S. B. Watts and I. Miller proposing a change in the Discipline in 
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relation to the proceedings of Quarterly Conferences: referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Norra CaroLina ConFrErence.— Resolutions signed by E. A. 
Yates and L. 8. Burkhead, in relation to Stewards’ meetings: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

Norra Grorcta Conrrrence.—H. J. Adams and H. H. Parks 
presented resolutions proposing addition to Chapter III., Section IL., 
answer 10, “Of duties of Bishops,” page 75 of the Discipline: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. no . 

Norra Texas Conrerence.—M. H. Neely and W. H. Hughes 
offered a resolution in regard to the order of Public Worship: referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—J. D. Barbee presented a resolution 
amending the Discipline in regard to sinful amusements: referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. Also,a resolution from Jordan Stokes, in 
regard to Episcopal visitation of Foreign Missions: referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE.—Resolution offered by J. E. Edwards and 
Richard Irby, calling for reports from the Committee on Episcopacy 
in relation to the Bishops’ Fund: referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy.~ . 

P. P. Ellis, B. F. Alexander, A. D. Bright, W. W. Walker, and P. 
Gallagher offered a resolution to print the Pastoral Address of the 
Bishops in thenext edition of the Discipline: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy. 

A paper was presented by W. Price, H. Bishop, and W. W. Tread- 
well, calling for a special committee whose duty it shall be to prepare 
a chapter for insertion in the Discipline, to be entitled “The Bishops’ 
Council;” also, a proposed chapter upon’ the subject to be referred to 
the committee. 

A motion to lay these papers on the table did not prevail, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

The following resolution was offered by H. F. Johnson, and caeee 
by the Conference: 

Resolved, That when the vote shall be taken on the proposed increase 
of the number of Bishops, it be taken on the numbers six, five, four, 
and three, successively, until a number shall be agreed upon. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, Report No. 3 of the Committee on Epis- 


copacy was taken up, and discussed at) the expiration of the morn- 


ing session. 
Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Pierce. 
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= Monday Morning, May 15, 1882. 


Conference met at 9 o’clock A.m., Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by W.S. Black. 

The Minutes of Saturday were read,and confirmed. 

The following arrivals were announced : 

J. D. Hoyle, lay delegate from the Holston Conference. 

J. S. Stewart, alternate in place of James Jackson, lay delegate from 
North Georgia Conference. 

M. C. Baldridge, lay delegate from North Alabama Conference. 

Henry B. Adams, alternate lay delegate from North Carolina Con- 
ference. 

J. L. Parks, second alternate, in the place of G. G. Dibrell, lay del- 
egate from Tennessee Conference. 

Bishop McTyeire presented a fraternal letter ftom Bishop Hood, of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

The letter was read, and, on motion of P. A. Peterson, was referred. 
to the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence. 

Bishop McTyeire presented a fraternal letter from the General Con- 
ference of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, which 
was read, and, on motion of A. W. Wilson, that part of the-commu- 
nication relating to education was referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation, and so much of the paper as related to Missions was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

Bishop McTyeire presented a letter of condolence on the death of | 
Dr:Summers, from the General Conference of the Colored Methodist 
~ Episcopal Church in America. 

On motion of J. D. Vincil, the paper was referred to the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence. 

Reports from standing committees were called for. 

J. H. Carlisle, Chairman, presented Report No. 2 of the Committee 
on Sunday-schools, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. ‘ 

H. Jewell, from the Committee on Temperance, presented a minority 
report to accompany Report No. 4 of the Committee on Temperance. 
Both reports lie on the table, under the rule. 

A minority report from T. W. Dye and others, of the Committee on 
Revisal, was presented, to accompany Report No. 4 of that committee. 
Both reports lie on the table, under the rule. 

G. S. Savage, of Kentucky, presented a memorial on the Bible: 
cause: referred to the Committee on the Bible Cause. 
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Bishop McTyeire presented the following telegram, just received: 
Shanghai, May 15, 1882. 

McTyerree, Nashville, Tenn.: 
Harmony—Progress—Psalm xlvii. ALLEN. 


Bishop Kavanaugh read Psalm xlvii., and the Conference sung the 
doxology, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 

The reception, in the Conference-room this morning, of a message 
from our missionaries in China, on the other side of the globe, was an 

event of thrilling interest. 

J. E. Eyans moved: to: take up Report No. 3 of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, and the motion prevailed. 

W. W. Bennett, chairman of the committee, addressed the Confer- 
ence, after which W. H. Browning moved that the main question be 
now taken, and it was so ordered—ayes, 153; noes, 71. : 

The vote was then taken by ayes and noes, the first proposition 
being to elect six new Bishops; it did not prevail—ayes, 88; noes, 151. 

On motion the session was prolonged. 

The second proposition being to elect five new Bishops, the vote was 
taken by ayes and noes, and it was decided in the affirmative—ayes, 
130; noes, 106. 

On motion of H. F. J ohnson, the Conference resolved to praceed to 
the election of five Bishops to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop’ 
Keener. 

Tuesday Morning, May 16, 1882. 
- Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair. 
_Divine service by G. H. Hayes. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 

J. B. Palmer, as first alternate, appeared and took his seat, in place 
of G. G. Dibrell, lay delegate from the Tennessee Conference. 

The Chair called for reports from standing committees. 

W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Committee 
on Episcopacy, which was read and lies on the table, under the rule. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Committee on 
Itinerancy which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 6. 
Your Committee, in the further examination of Conference Jour- 
nals, would report: 
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South-west Missouri Conference Journal.—Fhis Journal is complete 
except one class of omissions, which is large. The Secretary failed in 
numerous instances to record the question under which business was. 
transacted. Frequently the questions are numbered on the margin, 
but not written. 

A common error, for which Conference Secretaries are not reponsi- 
ble, appears in this Journal, viz.: Question 20 is called (Are all the 
preachers blameless in their life and official administration?). Under 
said question brethren are placed on the supernumerary and superan- 
nuated lists, and deceased members are reported, without calling the 
question appropriate to such business. There is no remedy for such 
errors, or protection for Sécretaries, unless the Presidents of Confer- 
ences conform strictly to the law, and see that every question is called 
where any item of business requires it. 

The Journal under consideration was not signed by the President 
of the Conference at its session in 1878. This Journal is character- 
ized by neatness, taste, proper headings, and full marginal notes, and 
evidences much care and painstaking labor on the part of the Secre- 
tary. 

Tennessee Conference Jowrnal.—This Journal is a complete record 
of Conference work. Marginal notes full, headings complete, signa- 
tures of presiding officers affixed, execution almost faultless. 

In the Journal of 1881, page 61, question 12, What traveling preach- 
ers are elected elders? Under this question, E. 8. Jones is superannu- 
ated, F. L. Carpenter is located at his own request, E. Dickens and J. 
Gibson .are continued deacons of one year, and 8. W. Parks and J. N. 
Handlin’s characters are examined and passed, and nothing more said. 
of them. 

In the Journal of 1880-1881, question 16, S. I. Martin is located 
without stating whether it was or was not at his own request. 

Journal of 1879, page 356, question 4, Who are admitted into full 
connection? W. R. Sebastian is discontinued. + 

Page 360, question 12, What traveling preachers are elected elders? 
Under this question, S. M. Griffin is granted a supernumerary relation. 

Missouri Conference Journal—This Journal is a model which the 
average Secretary would do well to study; and when there are objec- 
tions to be found, they are generally of a minor character, or attribut- 
able to other causes than want of skill on the part of the Secretary. 

The marginal index is generally lacking, and also, for the most 
part, the running-head. These, especially the former, contribute in 
no small degree to the completeness and finish of a Journal. 
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The questions are generally recorded and numbered properly; but 
the numbers are generally in the body of the Journal, so that they 
cannot be easily found—especially as the Secretary writes very com- 
pactly, and frequently introduces a new subject on the same line with 
the close of another. It would be better if every paragraph were 
spaced as well as punctuated. 

On pages 602 and 603, local deacons and elders are elected with 
no statement that they were properly recommended. 

On page 606, session of 1878, ordinations are reported without any 
question, either written or numbered. Page 613 shows the reading of 
the appointments of preachers without any question, written or num- 
bered. The same occurs in other cases. (See pages 612, 674, 676.) 

On page 685, concerning election of delegates, the Journal states 
only that the Conference is entitled to five clerical delegates and five 


-lay, but does not give the number of members of the Conference, 


clerical and lay, which is a deficiency. 

From the Journal of the session of 1878, pages 541, 547, and 551, 
it appeared: Maladministration in the case of a preacher, and a 
committee was appointed who reported that a trial was necessary, but 
reported no charge or specifications, nor any one to prosecute. The 
Secretary adds: “The Bishop said it was not necessary.” The com- 
mittee of nine was then appointed, and they reported charges, specifi- 
cations, and finding, at one and the same time. 

In the Journal of 1881, page 677, a committee is appointed to in- 
vestigate; reported a trial necessary, but report no charges or specifi- 
cations. Afterward the committee of nine was appointed, and they 
reported their finding by number—that is, mentioning such and such 
specifications as sustained, but neither here nor in the appendix are 
the charges and specifications given, and it is impossible for the future 
historian of the Church to decide whether the unfortunate brother 
committed murder, or became role in some other complication, 
and so suffered excision. 

The Journal of the White River Conference has many excellent qual- 
ities, among which its clear chirography, the running-heads, and the 
marginal index must be approved. But there are objections of too 
grave a character to be passed over in silence. In many cases, as on 
pages 315, 317, 318, and 319, men are disposed of without the state- 
ment of the appropriate question, and sometimes business belonging to 
one question is transacted under another.. 

In the appendix to the session of 1878, instead of the report of a 
Committee on Appeals, the Secretary certifies that the report did not 
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come into his hands. Also, in the appendix to session of 1879, a 
number of reports are omitted with no explanation. Also, in the ap- 
pendix to session of 1880, the Secretary certifies that a number of ‘re- 
ports are lost, and not recorded for that reason. In the session of 1880, 
page 437, the Journal states that various persons, under question 10, 
were elected to the order of deacon, but does not give the name of the cir- 
cuit, nor state that they were recommended by Quarterly Conferences. 

On page 438, under question 14, that John F. Phillips was elected 
elder, but no recommendation from a Quarterly Conference is stated. 
Page 440 states that Bishop Pierce was granted leave of absence for 
the rest of the session. 

On page 465 same, it is stated that the Bishop, being required to leave 
Conference, placed Rev. John M. Steel in the chair, and it appears 
that he, on the appointment of the Bishop, occupied the chair until 
the close of the session. This is contrary to the Discipline of the 
Church, which provides that in the absence of the Bishop the Confer- 


“ence shall elect a President by ballot. (Page 44, question 5.) 


On page 487, under question 4, it is stated that one is received into 
full connection from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. It does not 
state that he comes regularly from a Quarterly Conference, and, in a 
word, it is manifest that the record is incorrect, or the action was illegal. 

Touching the election of delegates to the General Conference, the 
Journal only states that the election was held and resulted as follows 
—leaving out the number of members, clerical and lay, the number of 
delegates to which the Conference’ is entitled, the number of ballots 
and votes cast on each ballot, all of which is necessary to a perfect 
Journal. Page 495 states that R. H. Payne, coming from the Free- 
will Baptist Church, was recognized as a local elder. This under 
question 14. It should state that he was recommended by a Quar- 
terly Conference and certified to his belief in doctrine and discipline. 

The worst deficiency, however, to be noticed, is that in the session — 
of 1879. No statistics are reported. ~ 

Memphis Conference Journal.—In some instances -the disciplinary 
questions are not recorded through the items of business, or correctly 
stated. The marginal references are deficient. : 

Persons are elected to deacon’s and elder’s orders, but the fact that 
they had stood an approved examination is not mentioned. 

Occasionally the answers to some of the questions are not sufficiently 
full and explicit. But in the main this Journal has been well kept. 

SamuEL Ropcers, Chairman. 

Joun A. THompson, Secretary. 
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S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Committee on 
Itinerancy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 7. 


Your committee, since their last Report, have examined the following 
Journals, and report: 

North-west Texas Conference Journal—Penmanship good, headings 
proper, marginal notes full except several days of one session. 

The principal defect of this Journal, and it constantly appears, is 
the recording of the various transactions of the Conference without 
numbering or writing the questions. Indeed, many questions are never 
asked. 

In a number of instances question 20 is made the prolific source of 
more business than the law allows. Locations and deaths are report- 
ed under that head. Parties are granted supernumerary and super- 
annuated relations under the same head. 

Another class of omissions is notable: In each year’s minutes ordi- 
nations of deacons and elders, traveling and local, are reported, but no 
‘questions are asked, numbered, or written. 

Page 21, under question 20, we find this entry: “M. L. Martin and 
W. E. Weaver were granted a super-do-nothing.” 

Page 96, we find this-statement: “The action of the last Annual 
‘Conference locating A. D. Shook was reconsidered, thus placing him 
on the effective list.” 

Page 112, under question 20, is found this entry: “The list of super- 
annuated members was called, and their characters passed.” 

We find repeatedly that transfers were announced, discontinuances 
allowed, candidates from first to second year, deacons elected, and ap- 

-pointments announced, without any questions being asked. _ 

There is a continuous habit of recording the statistical table in the 
Journal in the midst of the proceedings. In one instance question 20 
was under consideration, and several names of elders were called, where 
the statistical table was recorded. At the conclusion of the table the 
names of elders appear, and business continued under question 20. 
The introduction of the table at such places of the Journal produces 
confusion. The table should be placed in the appendix. 

On page 7 is this: The committee appointed to investigate the case 
of J. A. W., reported as follows: “Your committee judge a trial nec- 
essary.” No charge is recorded, no specification given, and no one ap- 
pointed to prosecute. . 

Western Virginia Oonference Journal.—In raising a question which 
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has been previously called occasionally the number is given but the 
question is not written. 

In reporting and recording the nanies of lay delegates at the open- 
ing of the twenty-fifth session, page 100, twenty-sixth session, page 161,. 
and twenty-seventh session, page 218, the districts from which they” 
came are not given. 

The sessions of 1880 and 1881 are not signed by the President. The- 
running-headings complete; marginal notes full; penmanship fair. 
The Journal is commendably free from blots, interlineations, and 
erasures. 

St. Louis Conference Journal.—At the opening of the thirty-first ses- 
sion the roll of clerical members is called, but no roll of lay members, 
and there is nothing to show that any lay members weré present at the 
opening, or at any time during the session. (See page 332 of Journal.) 
On pages 341 and 342, a committee of examination reports a trial to 
be necessary, and the committee of trial is appointed, but there is no 
record in this connection of the charges and specifications, or of any 
thing to indicate the nature of the offense. 

On page 343, this committee of trial report that they have found the 
accused guilty of crime expressly forbidden in the word of God, and 
have expelled him from the ministry and membership of the Meth- 
odist Church, but the charges and specifications are not given. On 
page 347, it is stated that the Conference voted on change of Discipline 
recommended by the General Conference, but it is not stated how the 
Conference voted, nor is the number of votes mentioned. 

On page 349, the distribution of Conference funds is given, but ques- 
tions 27 and 28 are not called, and the answer to question 27 is not 
given, except in appendix, or summary. ‘This appendix, or summary, 
however, gives all the regular minute questions and answers. 

On page 387, a local preacher is elected deacon, but it is not stated . 
that he was recommended by any Quarterly Conference. On same 
page, several traveling preachers are elected elders, but it is not stated: 
that they passed an approved examination on the Course of Study. 

On page 390, it is stated that the Conference met and proceeded to: 
finish the business of the session. Appended to this are the signatures 
of the President and Secretary, while the business referred to is record-- 
ed afterward in another place. ; 

Minutes of session of 1880 are not signed by the presiding Bishop. 
In the election of delegates to the General Conference, pages 9 and 10: 
of new Journal, there is no declaration of the number of members of 
the Conference, but the ballots are recorded accurately. The minutes- 
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of the session of 1881 (see page 18 of new Journal) are not signed by 
the presiding Bishop. Besides the above, we find many irregularities: 
and errors. ' desi 

German Mission Conference Jouwrnal.—This Journal has no running- 
heading and no marginal index. The frequent omission to raise the ques- 
tions, prescribed in the.order of business for an Annual Conference, is: 
a defect. (See pages 36 and 37.) 

Tn the election of persons to deacon’s and elder’s orders and admission 
into traveling connection, the omissions to state that they have passed 
‘the usual examinations are too frequent. On page 39 no mention is 
made of who was in the chair and who opened the session. In the 
session of 1879 questions 21, 22, 23, 27, and 29, are neither asked nor: 
answered during the session. 

The names of the members of the Joint Board of Finance for 1879 
are nowhere given, though their report is recorded and signed by the 
chairman. 

Indiana Conference Journal—No running-headings. No marginal in- 
~ dex, page 30. The roll is said to have been called, but no names: 
given. 

Page 31, several persons are said to have been admitted on trial, but 
the Quarterly Conferences that recommendeéd them are not given. 

In a few instances the questions are not raised, though the answers: 
are stated. SAMUEL RopGeErs, Chairman. 

Joun A. Toompson, Secretary. 


Samuel Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Commit-. 
tee on Itinerancy, which was read, and lies on the table, under. the 
rule. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Comwmit- 
tee on Boundaries, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 4. 


Your committee have carefully considered a memorial to change 
the boundary between the Little Rock and Louisiana Conferences,. 
asking the transfer of certain territory in Little Rock to Louisiana 
Conference, and we recommend the following change in said boundary, 
viz.: Leave the Mississippi River above Lakeport on the township 
line between township Sixteen and Seventeen in Chicot county, Ar- 
kansas, run thence due west on said line to Boeuf River, thence south 
to the Louisiana State line; this to be the boundary line between said 
Conferences in said territory. 

Respectfully submitted. G. R. Browper, Chairman. 
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D. C. Kelley, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the’table, under the rule. 

The hour appointed for the election of Bishops having arrived, the 

presiding Bishop, McTyeire, appointed the STORE tellers: 
' EF. Pasco, of the Florida Conference. 

C. B. Galloway, of the Mississippi Conference. 

George Thornburg, of the White River Conference. ” 

J. W. Fulton, of the North Texas Conference. 

On motion of H. J. Adams, it was ordered that the chairman of 
each delegation collect the ballots of his delegation, and deposit them 
when the name of his Conference is called. 

The report of the Committee on Episcopacy was read and adopted, 

as amended, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 3. 


The Committee on Episcopacy having carefully and patiently con- 
sidered that portion of the Episcopal Address which refers to the 
strengthening of our General Superintendency, and also a resolution 
and sundry papers referred by the Conference, bearing on the same 
question, beg leave to present the following for the consideration and 
action of the General Conference: 

Whereas, under the blessings of God, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, is growing rapidly in numbers, extent of territory, in 
the scope and promise of her missionary operations at home and 
abroad, and in awakened zeal in behalf of the great work of religious 
education; and whereas this growth of the Churgh imperatively de- 
mands a large amount of Episcopal supervision in the Pacific Confer- 
ences, in Texas, New Mexico, Mexico, and the border States and Ter- 
ritories, in China and Brazil, as well as Episcopal encouragement to 
our great educational institutions for both sexes, in the older Confer- 
ences; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Conference elect five traveling elders to 
the office of Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Beyyert, Chairman. 

The Chair gave out the lines of hymn 624, “Teach me, my God and 
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King,” and the Conference sung the hymn, after which T. L. Boswell 
led in prayer. 

The first ballot for Bishops was then taken, and the Secretaries re- 
ported that 241 votes had been cast, of which number 121 were nec- 
essary to a choice. 

Alpheus W. Wilson reieteod 122 votes; A. G. Haygood, 119; Linus 
Parker, 96; John C. Granbery, 94; R. K. Hargrove, 68; N. H. D. 
Waleon, 49. R. A. Young, 42; E. R. Hendrix, 38; O. P. ‘Pietra 
35; W. M. Rush, 34; P. A. Peterson, 32; Young J. Allen, 32; B. 
M. Messick, 28; J. S. Key, 26; W. T. Harris, 25; C.G. Andrews, 25; 
Josephus Anderson, 22; E. E. Wiley, 20; W. V. Tudor, 18; J. B. 
McFerrin, 15; J. D. Shaw, 14; C. W. Miller, 13; J. W. Hinton, 18; 
H. C. Morrison, 12; B. Craven, 11; W. W. Duncan, 11; W. W. Ben- 
nett, 11; E. M. Bounds, 10. 

A large number of votes were cast for persons who received less ~ 
than 10 each, the whole number of scattering votes amounting to 171. 

Alpheus W. Wilson having received 122 votes, a majority of all 
the votes cast, was declared duly elected a Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 

On motion of D. R. McAnally, the Gavereues adjourned, to meet 
at 4 o’clock p.m. The benediction was pronounced by Bishop Pierce. 


Tuesday A (fternoon, May 16, 1882. 


The Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. 
- Religious service was conducted by J. M. Binkley. 

The Minutes of the morning session were read and confirmed. 

Bishop MecTyeire presented a paper from the American Colonization | 
Society, which was read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

The election of four Bishops being the order of the day, the Con- 
ference proceeded to the second ballot. 

There were 239 votes cast, of which 120 were necessary to a choice. 

Linus Parker received 146 votes; Atticus G. Haygood, 144: John 
C. Granbery, 140; R. K. Hargrove, 118; N. H. D. Wilson, 48; E. R. 
Hendrix, 33; O. P. Fitzgerald, 30; W. M. Rush, 29; Young J. Allen, 
27; W. T. Harris, 21; C. G. Andrews, 21; B. M. Messick) 20; P..A. 
Peterson, 15; J. D. Shaw, 10. 

Scattering votes, less than 10 votes for each person, 83. 

The Chair announced that Linus Parker, having received 146 votes, 
Atticus G. Haygood, 144 votes, and John C. Granbery, 140 votes, were 
duly elected Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
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The third ballot was then taken. Whole number of votes cast 237, 
of which 119 were necessary to a choice. 

Robert K. Hargrove received 173 votes; R. A. Young, 18; N. H. 
D. Wilson, 17; E. R. Hendrix, 10. Scattering, 19. 

The Chair announced that Robert K. Hargrove, having received 
173 votes, a majority of all the votes cast, was duly elected a Bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

The Conference, on motion of B. Craven, then adjourned. 


Wednesday Morning, May 17, 1882. 


Conference met at 9 o’clock A.m., Bishop McTyeire in the chair, 

Divine service was conducted by J. B. A. Ahrens. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

Bishop Keener took the chair. 

J. W. Paulett, alternate, took the place of P. Gallagher, lay dele- 
gate from the Holston Conference. 

R. H. Powell, alternate, took the place of J. T. Harris, lay delegate 
frem the Alabama Conference. 

Reports of standing committees being called for, 

R. Smithson, from the Committee on Revisal, presented a minority 
report to accompany Report No. 5 of that committee. The minority 
report lies on the table, under the rule. 

R. W. Jones, from the Committee on Sunday- cena presented Re- 
port No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and lies on the table, 
under the rule. 

R. W. Jones, from the Committee on Sunday-schools, presented 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as 
follows: 


COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, REPORT NO. 4. 

The Committee on Sunday-schools, appointed by the General Con- 
ference of 1878, and composed of N. T. Lupton, James H. Carlisle, T. 
J. Magruder, William M. McCarthy, and John P. McFerrin, submitted 
a report to this General Conference which was referred to your com- 
mittee, who, having considered it and heartily indorsing it, respectfully 
recommend its publication by our Sunday-school Department, and 
distribution among our people. 

James H. Caruisie, Chairman. 

R. W. Jones, Secretary. 

W. W. Walker, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests, which was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 5. 


Your committee to whom was referred so much of the report of the 
Agent of the Publishing House as refers to the Colvin bequest forthe 
benefit of the widows and orphans, would respectfully report: That 
James T. Colvin, who died in Hamburg, Iowa, in 1874, bequeathed to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the use and benefit of the’ 
widows and orphans of the traveling preachers of the said Church, 
who died in the traveling connection, the sum of $10,000, and in addi- 
tion to this sum “all the rest, residue, and remainder” of his personal 
estate and money, after paying his debts, expenses, and other bequests 
named in the will. The amount so bequeathed was, by the provision 
of the will of said Colvin, to be a permanent fund for the object 
named, and “invested in the most advantageous manner, and the in- 
terest and proceeds to be appropriated for the use and benefit of said 
widows and orphans, under the direction of the General Conference.” 

There has been received from the executor of the will of said de- 

ceased the following sums, to wit: On the 10th “day of July, 1877, 
eight thousand dollars; and on the 24th day of July, 1877, one thou- 
sand dollars; on “aliiol amount interest was calculated at 4 per cent. 
to July 1, 1880, and the principal and interest, aggregating ten thou- 
sand two hundred and twenty-five dollars, was funded in 4 per cent. 
Publishing House bonds. There was also received from said bequest 
_the following sums, to wit: On the Ist day of April, 1879, eight hun- 
dred dollars, and on the 24th day of September, 1880, the sum of five 
hundred and nine dollars and fifty-four cents. Part of these sums 
was loaned to Settle & Kinnaird, and the remainder invested in county 
warrants. 

The Agent of the Publishing House reports that he has now on 
hand, for the objects and purposes above named, the following amounts 
and funds, to wit: 








Four per cent. Publishing House bonds...............+5 $10,225 00 
Coupons due thereon, January, 1882............:.0..000 613 50 
Note on Settle & Kinnaird, due on demand............ 800. 00 
Interest due on same to. May, 1882...............4. Neate 76 80 
@aliby Warrantseal PAL. 7.3... W-secrecesseessecsseseveceos 638 78 
Aterued interest on same to May, 1882 SE ee 10 95 
Cash...... PER mine sens hep toes e tates egos ie ath essa 

ie cule eee eer oy ee te temo haniis Shc bene nae $12,388 75 


As will be observed, of the above sum $10,309.54 is principal, and 
$2,079.21 is interest. 


ss, 
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We find that, for reasons stated to us by the Business Manager, no 
appropriation of the interest on said fund has ever been made to the 
purpose named by the testator. : 

We find that the amount invested in bonds was for bonds at face 
value, when in fact they are only worth not more than sixty-six and 
two-third cents to the dollar. 

As will be seen from the above statement) this fund is only drawing 
four per cent. interest. We do not think that this rate of interest fully 
meets the provision of the will of the testator, wherein he requires the 
principal to be “invested to the best advantage,” as money ought to 
be, and is, in our opinion, worth six per cent. 

Taking the above statement as a basis of calculation, and without 

_ compounding the interest, we find that there is due from the Publish- 
ing House to said fund the following amounts, viz.: 


Sounount palds duly. 1,0 Sica, wasccctanclemes feast ae oa. $8,000 00: 
Six per cent. interest on this to May 1, 1882........... 2,306 66 
Amount paid Jaly 24, 1877 21.2 sccuses wiarssocence.steaees 1,000 00 
Six per cent. interest on this to May TSO loa, Oceses 286 00 
mimount paid April 1 T87OT...s cnidssowneds eee anor ae vaae 800 00 
Six per cent: interest to May-1, 168255... c.0tes cence 148 00 
Amount paid September 24, 1880 ............000-cceseeee _ 809 54 
Six per cent. interest to May 1, 1882 ..............csc000 48 90 

Total due this’ fund: 1.2...:.cagvecmtons ee op 5 $13,099 10: 


Of this sum, $10,309.54 is principal, and $2,789.56 is. interest. 


Tn view of the fact that this fund was created by a bequest for the: 


benefit of the widows and orphans of itinerant preachers who have 
died in the itinerancy; that the Book Agent, who is an officer of the 
General Conference, is made the trustee of the fund; that the Confer- 


ence itself is charged by the testator with the responsibility of caring — 


for it, and seeing that it is invested securely, so that the interest for 
all time to come may be applied to the purpose for which the bequest 
was made, we are of the opinion that our duty, alike to the dead testa- 
tor and the living beneficiaries, is to see to it that this charity is faith- 
fully administered; and to give assurance to any who may be inclined 
to make similar bequest that their wishes will be held as sacred, and 
their gifts guarded with scrupulous fidelity. While, therefore, we be- 
lieve the bonds of the Publishing House are as well secured as its 
creditors can reasonably desire, and as likely to be paid as those of 
almost any other corporation, we are of the opinion that the Colvin 
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fund ought, if possible, to be placed beyond all the contingencies and 
vicissitudes to which all business enterprises are liable, and made as 
nearly as can be absolutely secure; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That in view of all the circumstances, we approve 
the action of the Book Agent and Book Committee in investing in the 
bonds of the Publishing House that portion of the Colvin fund which 
had, in our judgment, been unwisely put into the business of the House 
before their administration commenced; but that it ought now to be 
restored to its full amount, and securely invested in first mortgages on 
unincumbered real estate, at not less than six per cent. interest, and that 
the real estate on which it may be loaned ought to be twice the value 
of the sum loaned on it. 

2. That the Agent be directed to dispose of the bonds for the best 
price he can obtain; that the Book Committee of the Publishing 
House shall ascertain the sum that had been invested in the business 
of the Publishing House, and the full interest thereon at six per cent. 
per annum, and whatever may be the deficit—i. ¢., the difference be- 
tween the principal and interest and the sum realized from the sale of 
the bonds—shall be directed by the Book Committee to be paid out of 
the business of the Publishing House from time to time as the condi- 
tion of the House will allow, with interest at six per cent. per annum, 
until paid; or the Book Committee may take up and retire said bonds 
by paying them at par value and with interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum. Thesame to be done by either mode before July 1, 
1883. The statement of the amount so vested in the business of the 
Publishing House, with the interest, is believed to be correctly stated 
in this report, and, if found to be so, may be adopted by the Book 
Agent and Book Committee. 

3. That on the first day of July, 1882, and annually thereafter, the 
Book Agent shall apportion to the several Annual Conferences the 
interest on said fund on the basis of the number of the widows and 
orphans of deceased traveling preachers, to be ascertained by certified 
returns from the Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences, which 
sum so apportioned shall be placed in the hands of the Chairman of 
the Board of Finance of the Annual Conferences, who shall receipt 
for the same, and a certificate of the amount thereof shall also be sent 
by the Book Agent to the Secretary of each Annual Conference. The 
amouats so apportioned shall be by the Boards of Finance aforesaid 
divided among the beneficiaries. The first apportionment shall include 


all arrears of interest to the date of it. 
W. W. WALKER, Chairman. 
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-  P. P. Ellis, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Committee on 
Finance, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, REPORT NO, 5, 


Your committee, to whom was referred the paper signed by L. M. 
Wilson, H. J. Adams, and J. B. Stevenson, asking that this body take 
into consideration the propriety of so amending the “assessment plan” 
of collecting the salary of preachers as to make the same mandatory 
upon the Stewards, would respectfully report that the paper has had 
due consideration, and your committee are of opinion that a due en- 
forcement of the present law by those in authority will accomplish the 
object desired, and therefore recommend that no further action be 
taken by the Conference. : P. P. Evxis, Chairman. 

J. W. Futon, Secretary. F 

A.M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No.3 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 3. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence present for adoption by 
the Conference, the following resolution, viz.: 

Fesolved, That the College of Bishops be authorized and requested 
to appoint a delegation, consisting of one minister and one layman, to 
bear the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Church, to convene at 
Philadelphia in May, 1884; that they select one of their own number 
to perform the like office at the session of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Church of Canada in September next, at Kingston, 
and that they convey by letter or representative, at discretion, to all 
other Churches in fraternal relations with us, assurances of our Chris- 
tian sympathy and love. A. M. Surep, Chairman. 

W. M. Rush, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Cranmittee 
on Temperance, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

R. B. Crawford presented a memorial from Eufaula, Ala., which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

P. A. Peterson, by consent of two-thirds of the Conference, presented 
a resolution to amend Chapter III., Section IL, of the Discipline: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Bishop McTyeire presented the following letter, which was read : 


Church of the Strangers, 4 Winthrop Place, New York, May 11, 1882. 


Rev. Bisnop McTyrrre—My Dear Friend: If you think it proper, 
do me the favor to convey to the General Conference the expression 


Feo ca ye Ot 


‘ 
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of my sincere sympathy with the keen sense of bereavement felt by. 
the Conference and the whole Church at the departure of Rev. Dr. 
Summers. For him I should have nothing but congratulations. In 
all history I knew no Christian who in his dying had his ideal so 
realized as Thomas O. Summers. 

And if this communication be made to the Conference, they may 
also know that I pray that humility, concord, and wisdom may shape — 
all the actions of the session; that the Lord keep you, and bless you; 
that the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; that the Lord lift his countenance upon yoy, and give you 
peace. 

. Affectionately and faithfully yours, CHARLES F. DrEms. 

On motion of D. R. McAnally, the report of the Committee on 
Church Extension was taken up. 

Article I. of the Constitution of the Church Extension Society was 
discussed and adopted. 

Article IT., on motion of W. C. Ireland, was amended by inserting 
the words “to’hold their offices until their successors are elected, and 
accept their offices,” and the Article, so amended, was adopted. 

O. P. Fitzgerald moved to reconsider the vote by which Article I. 
was adopted, and the motion prevailed. 

S. Rodgers moved to make the report the order of the day for 10 
o’clock to-morrow. The motion prevailed. 

~The following communication was presented, and read to the Con- 
ference: 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis-\ 
copal Church, South. 


My Dear And Honorep Breruren:—I am deeply moved by your 
action yesterday, in electing me a Bishop of our beloved Church. 
Though I might well fear the responsibility of the office, 1 do not 
shrink from its labors. Yet, with a clear conviction and a deep sense 
of my duty to God and to my fellow-men, I respectfully and humbly 
decline to accept the position to which you have called me. 

I cannot, with a good conscience, lay down the work which I have 
now in hand. 

With perfect respect and abiding level I am truly your brother, 


Arricus G. HayGoop. 
Nashville, Tenn., May 17, 1882. 


H. J. Adams moved that the declination of A. G. Haygood be 
accepted. 

J. Boring moved, as a substitute, that the pom iiesenn of the paper 
be postponed until to-morrow, 12 o’clock. The substitute prevailed. 
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The following resolution was introduced, read, and referred to the 
Committee on Missions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be, and are hereby, in- 
structed to ascertain, and report to this Conference, an itemized state- 
ment showing the amount of money expended upon the various mis- 
sions of the Church, during the last four years; and also the present 
deficit of the Missionary Treasury, and during what period this def- 
icit has been created; and also the sum this deficit is likely to reach 
by the time the sessions of the Annual Conferences begin. 

W. W. Bennett, W. W. Duncan, 
W.W. Waker,  F. B. Carrot, 


A. D. Briacur, R. N. SLEpp, 
N. H. D. Witson, W.S. Buack, 
W. C. Dovus. 


On motion of H. W. Foote, it was ordered that the reports of com- 
mittees shall be considered in the order of precedence eer them. 
on the Journal. 

Report No. 1 of ‘the Committee on Radenuon was taken up, and, on 
motion of W. W. Bennett, it was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, REPORT NO. e, 


Your committee have had under consideration that “part of the 
Bishops’ Address which relates to the claims of the negro population 
in the South and South-west so far as their educational wants are con- 
cerned, and beg leave to submit the following report: 

1. We note with pleasure the statement, coming from so competent 
a source, that this people upon whom our Church has in times past 

-bestowed much labor, but who more recently, in their changed relations,. 
have for the most part been turned away from us, are again. becom- 
ing accessible to our ministry; and we heartily concur in the recom- 
mendation that the opportunity thus afforded to preach to their con- 
eregations be diligently improved. : 

2. To the claims of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America, which sustains a peculiar and providential relation to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the Address invites especial at- 
tention; chiefly for the purpose of determining what may be done. 
by us to assist them in obtaining facilities for providing themselves. 
with suitable pastors and teachers of their own race. They have no 
institution under their management for the education of those who 
are to occupy their pulpits and preside in their schools. Their preach- 
ers and teachers, if educated at all, must for the most part be edu- 
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cated by those who are not in sympathy with their organization. If ’ 
they are to make any progress, or even to maintain their existence, 
they must provide.for the education of those who are to take charge 
of their schools and religious congregations. Of themselves they are 
not able to do this. They have neither the money to establish schools 
nor the men competent to-conduct them; and they look to us for aid. 
As what we have done for them in setting them up for themselves 
ereates the necessity of doing more for them, so this fact justifies the 
expectation on their part that we will do all that we can. But what 
can we do that we have not already done, or are now doing? Our 
people in the South have cheerfully borne their share in providing, by 
general and special legislation, for the educational wants of the col- 
ored race. We have endeavored to encourage in every way the pro- 
motion of common-school education among them. But in secular 
schools their preachers and missionaries cannot get the training essen- 
tial to their work. The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
looks especially to us for encouragement and aid, is in pressing need 
‘at this point; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That our Bishops be authorized and a Oe to appoint, 
in consultation with the Bishops of the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
‘Church in America, a preacher or layman of our Church, properly 
qualified for the work, who shall be a Commissioner of Education in 
aid of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, whose 
duty it shall be to solicit subscriptions, contributions, donations, and 
bequests from whatever source he may find accessible, for the purpose 
of creating an Educational Fund for the benefit of said Colored Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in America. ; 

2. That our Bishops be also authorized and requested to appoint 
three members of our Church, who, together with the Commissioner 
of Education and three members of the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America, to be appointed by their Bishops, shall constitute 
a Board of Trustees for the custody and control of this Educational 
Fund when it shall have been raised. | 

3. That the Commissioner of Education herein provided for be ap- 
pointed a committee of one to see that the said Board of Trustees be 
completed in legal form by securing proper acts of incorporation. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. . 

W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

On motion, W. Price, of North-west Texas Conference, was granted 
leave of absence for five days. 

Leave of absence was granted to the following: T. J. Swearingen, 
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Texas Conference; O. A. Gantt, Little Rock Ganfereniie: J. R. Willis, 
South-west Missouri Conference; John McIntosh, lay delegate from 
Western Virginia Conference, his place being supplied by J. V. Stew- 
art, alternate. — 

N. Scarritt téok the place of J. Ry Willison the Committee on 
Missions. 

©. I. Vandeventer moved that when the Conference adjourn it ad- 
journ to meet at 8 o’clock p.m. The motion did not prevail. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Education was taken up, and. 
after some discussion, item 1 was adopted. 

Pending «the consideration of item 2 the hour of adjournment 
arrived. 

Bishop Pierce announced that the Bishops elect will be ordained 
to-morrow, at 4 P.M., in the audience-room of McKendree Church. 

Conference Zdjoutited: with the benediction by Bishop Pierce. 


Thursday Morning, May 18, 1882. 


The Conference met at 9 o’clock, Bishop Keener in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by W. A. McCarty. 
The Minutes of yesterday morning were read, corrected, and ap- 
_ proved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 7. 


The committee have considered a paper signed Jordan Stokes, in ref- 
erence to Episcopal visitation of our mission-fields, and think that no 
action on this subject is necessary. 

Also, a paper signed J. EK. Edwards and W. W. Walker, in refer- 
ence to Episcopal visitation to the Presiding Elders’ Districts, and 
requiring such visitation to be made previous to, the sessions of the 
Annual Conferences over which the Bishops are to preside, instead of 
afterward. The committee are of opinion that no action is necessary. 

The question of conducting Annual Conferences was considered 
upon a paper presented to the committee by John B. McFerrin, and, 
after full discussion, the committee adopted the following, which is 
presented and recommended for adoption by the Conference: 

Resolved, 1. That in the judgment of this committee sufficient time 
should be given at all the Annual Conferences for full opportunity of 
deliberately transacting the business of the Conference, and that suffi- 
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cient time should be taken to deliberate carefully the stationing of the 
preachers. 

2. That the adjournment of the Annual Conferences on Sunday 
night is inexpedient, and makes a bad impression on the public mind, 
and should be avoided, unless in cases of extreme necessity. 

3. That the Bishops be earnestly requested to so arrange the dates 
of the meeting of the Annual Conferences as to giye themselves full 
time to conduct the business of the Conferences. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bewnert, Chairman. 


T. H. B. Anderson obtained leave to present a memorial on Missians, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

- P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Committee 
on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 9 of the Committee 
on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

P. A. Peterson reported back a paper relating to the publication of 
Minutes, and it was referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 
Also, a paper, which was referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

W. P. Harrison, Chairman, presented Report No. 3 of the Commit- 
tee on Education, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

The Committee on Appeals presented Report No. 3, which was read, 
as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS, REPORT NO. 3. 


Louis Kendall, elder, of the Mississippi Conference, expelled. Re- 
manded to the Mississippi Conference for a new trial. 
J. C. Kerner, President. 
B. Craven, Secretary. 
A.M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 4. 

The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence present for adoption 
the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That this Conference has heard with deep emotion the 
expressions of sympathy in the resolutions adopted by the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America, on the death of the Rev. 
Thomas O. Summers, D.D., LL.D., and hereby record on the Journal 
the profound sense of loss which said Church feels in view of the rela- 
tion of the deceased to Christian literature, to Methodism everywhere, 
and in particular to themselves as a father and friend in the best sense 
of the word. A. M. Surpp, Chairman. 


% 
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_. The Rev. Dr. Hunt, Secretary of the American Bible Society, was 
introduced to the Conference. 

By consent, A. H. Sutherland and M. N. Shive, of West Texas Goi 
ference, presented a memorial in regard to the Spanish version of the 
Scriptures, which was referred to the Committee on the Bible Cause. 

W. C. Ireland presented the following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, viz.: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair to 
wait upon Mrs. James K. Polk, and ascertain at what time it will suit 
her pleasure and convenience to receive a call from the General Con: 
ference in a body, it being the desire of the Conference to manifest 
their respect and regard for her in this manner. 

W. C. IRELAND, E. R. HenpRrx, 
W. W. Waker,  Joun D. Vincit, 
JAMES WHITWORTH. 
~ Ten o'clock having arrived, the order of the day—the report of the 
Committee on Church Extension—was taken up. 

R. Hiner offered the following as a substitute for Article L.: 

Resolved, That said Church Extension shall be under the control 
and direction of the several Annual Conferences, through their Boards 
of Missions, in all respects as the funds raised for Domestic Missions 

are now assessed, apportioned, and distributed. 


R. Hiner, J. W. Proctor, 
C. W. MILuEr, H. P. Waker, 
J. W. Fircn. 


Pending the discussion of the subject, leave of absence was granted 
to the following delegates: W. I. Green, South Georgia Conference; 
F. H. Welch, North Texas Conference; Irwin Miller, Mississippi Con- 
ference; W. E. Parrish and W. S. Johnson, Louisville Conference. 

The consideration of the report on Church Extension was resumed. 

R. Smithson moved that the vote be now taken on the substitute of 
R. Hiner, which motion was adopted; and the vote being taken, the 
substitute did not prevail. 

Article I. of the report was then adopted. 

Article II. was adopted. 

The hour of 12 having arrived, to which time the consideration of 
the letter of A. G. Haygood had been postponed, 

G. Thornburg offered the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas this General Conference has fully performed its resolution 
to elect five Bishops; therefore, 

Resolved, That we take no further action in the matter. 
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F, Law and E. R. Hendrix offered the following as a substitute for 
the paper offered by G. Thornburg: 

Whereas this General Conference did resolve to elect five Bishops, 
and in accordance with said resolution elected that number; and 
whereas one of those, so elected, has declined to be consecrated to said 
office; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this General Conference elect no other Bishop. 

The vote was taken on the substitute, and it was adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Church Extension was resumed. 

Article III. was adopted. 

Article IV. was read, and N. Scarritt offered an amendment, whieh 
was adopted; and the Article, as amended, was adopted. 

Article V. was read, and C. I. Vandeventer offered to amend by 
providing that one-half of the amount raised within the Conference 


shall be under control of the Conference Board. 


Pending the discussion, a motion to meet at 8 o’clock this evening- 


-was made, but did not prevail. 


J. E. Edwards moved that hereafter the Conference meet at 8:30 


.o’clock A.M., and the motion prevailed. 


The following Committee of Arrangements for the visit to Mrs. 
Polk was announced, viz.: W. C. Ireland, D. R. McAnally, and James 
Whitworth. 

Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by the Rev. Dr. 


Hunt, Secretary of the American Bible Society. 


‘ 
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ORDINATION 


OF 


BISHOPS WILSON, PARKER, GRANBERY, AND 
- HARGROVE. 


The ordination of ALPHEUS WatTERS Wixson, Linus PARKER, 
JOHN CowPER GRANBERY, and Ropert KENNON HARGROVE, as 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, took place in Me- 
Kendree Church, Nashville, on Thursday afternoon, May 18, 1882, at 
four o’clock. 

The choir sung the hymn, “Am I a soldier of the cross.” The first 
prayer and lesson were read by Bishop McTyeire. 

Bishop Kavanaugh preached the sermon—a plain, practical dis- 
course from Titus i. 7-9, on the duties of a Bishop. The consecra- 
tion services were conducted by Bishops-Paine, Pierce, McTyeire, and _ 
Keener. 

The presence of Bishop Paine, in his extreme feebleness, gave an 
increased solemnity to this interesting occasion. . 

Alpheus W. Wilson was presented by John 8. Martin and Samuel 
Rodgers; Linus Parker by C. W. Carter and B. F. Alexander; John ~ 
C. Granbery by W. W. Bennett and J. E. Edwards; and Robert K. 
Hargrove by J. B. McFerrin and M. 8, Andrews. 


~ 
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Friday Morning, May 19, 1882. 

Conference met at the appointed hour, 8:30 a.m., Bishop Kavanaugh 
in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by I. G. John. 

The Minutes of yesterday morning were read and approved. 

E. P. Wilson, alternate clerical delegate from the Virginia Confer- 
ence, appeared, and took his seat in the place of J. C. Granbery, 
elected and ordained Bishop. 

J. A. Parker, alternate clerical delegate from the Louisiana Con- 
ference, appeared, and took his seat in the place of Linus Parker, 
elected and ordained Bishop. 

John C. Dice, alternate clerical delegate from the Baltimore Con- 
ference, appeared, and took his seat in the place of Alpheus W. Wil- 
son, elected and ordained Bishop. 

James Jackson, lay delegate from the North Georgia Conference, 
appeared, and took his seat. 

Leave of absence was granted, as follows: D. B. Warren, of the 
White River Conference; T. A. 8. Adams, of the North Mississippi 
Conference; Wier Boyd, of the North Georgia Conference; A. H. 
Quillian, of the Denver Conference; C. P. Crawford, of the North 
Georgia Conference, whose place was taken by J. S. Stewart, lay 
alternate. 

Reports of standing committees were called for. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 10 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

The following resolution was adopted, viz.: 

Resolved, That this General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal’ 
Church, South, hereby expresses it as the sense of this representative: 
body that the American Bible Society ought not to make dispropor- 
tionately large and liberal grants of Bibles to Churches and denomi- 
national associations, for distribution on their own account, that do 
not codperate with and contribute to the funds of the Society, to aid 
it in printing and circulating the Holy Scriptures, “without note or 
comment,” in accordance with the commonly received version. 

JoHN E. Epwarps, 
R. N. Suepp.- 

D. C. Kelley presented the following paper, which was sete and 
adopted: 

Whereas a previous General Conference requested Bishop Wight- 
man to prepare a suitable biography of Bishop Soule; whereas the 
death of Bishop Wightman has suspended that work, we deem it de- 
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sirable that this,General Conference commit the completion of this 
work to other competent hands; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That it is the sense of this Conference, that Bishop H. 
N. McTyeire, by many tokens, as well as by the desire of the surviv- 
ing members of Bishop Soule’s family, is the proper person to com- 
plete this work. 

2. That should Bishop MeTyeire find that the material to be ob- 
tained at this late day is not sufficient for a book such as he would 
deem worthy of the character of Bishop Soule, we request him to 
give the Church, through the Quarterly Review, such digest of the 
materials as he may judge best. D. C. KELLEY, 

R. A. Youne, 
“i J. B. McFErRRIN. 

The following resolution was presented and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be directed to print in a cheap and 
: convenient form, for the use of candidates for Church-membership, 
the questions and answers contained in the baptismal service for adults, 
and in the service for the reception and recognition of Church-mem- 
bers. P. A. PETERSON, 

Joun E. Epwarps. 

Rey. Dr. Hunt, Secretary of the American Bible Society, addressed 
the Conference in reference to the work of the Society. 

At the close of his remarks, the following resolution was offered, 
and adopted by a rising vote, viz.: 

Resolved, That this General Conference has heard with profound 
satisfaction the statement of the work of the American Bible Society 
by Rev. Dr. A. S. Hunt, its efficient Secretary; that we rejoice to see 
Dr. Hunt in our Conference, and pray that the God of the Bible will 
cause all grace to abound unto him personally, and to: the Society 
which he so ably represents. _ W.H.-Porrrr, 

4 A. G. Haycoon. 

By consent, a paper relating to the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, and signed by O. P. Fitzgerald, N. T. Lupton, J. A. Carter, and B. 
M. Messick, was presented, and referred to the Committee on Frater- 
nal Correspondence. 

The committee appointed to make arrangements for the visit. to 
Mrs. Polk, made their report, which was adopted; and after the ad- 
journment of the morning session on Saturday, the members of the 
Conference called upon Mrs. Polk at her residence. 

By consent, J. D. Shaw presented a memorial on boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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On motion of W. M. Rush, the Conference resumed consideration 

of the report of the Committee on Church Extension. 

The amendment of C. I. Vandeventer to Article V. was withdrawn, 
and Article V. was adopted. 

Article VI. was read, and N. Scarritt offered an amendment, viz.: 
That Article VI. shall read as follows: “The Board shall have author- 
ity to regulate its own proceedings; to determine what amount each 
Annual Conference shall be asked to raise by collections for the use 
of the Board during the ensuing year; to appropriate money to pay 
incidental expenses; to determine what amount may be donated or 
loaned each applicant; and to do such other business as may be legit- 
imate and proper for them to do. Provided, however, that no money 
shall be appropriated in the general work of the Society for other 
purposes than the purchasing or securing of church-lots, and the 
erection or securing of church-buildings; and provided further, that 
the Board shall not involve itself in debt.” 

Pending the discussion of this amendment, Rev. Dr. H. B. Ridg- 
away, fraternal delegate from the Methodist Episcopal Church, took 
leave of the Conference in words expressive of his great pleasure in 
our proceedings, and of strong sympathy and love. 

A suitable response was made by Bishop Kavanaugh, and the Confer- 
ence resumed consideration of the amendment to Article VI., Consti- 
tution of the Church Extension Society. The amendment was adopted. 

On motion, the Article, as amended, was adopted. 

Article VII. was read, and on: motion of H. F. Johnson amended, 
and as amended, adopted. 

Article VIII. was adopted. 

Article LX. was amended, on motion of F. Richardson, and as thus 
amended, adopted. 

J. S. Gardner was placed on the Committee on Episcopacy, instead 
of A. W. Wilson, elected and ordained Bishop; and John C. Dice was 
placed on the Committee on Missions, instead of Samuel Rodgers. 

The Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Pierce. 


} 


Saturday Morning, May 20, 1882. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, 8:30 A.M., Bishop Kavanaugh 
in'the chair. Divine service was conducted by H. J. Adams. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

W. H. Foster presented an invitation from the Trustees of the Sea- 
shore Camp-ground, to the Peet and members of the General Con- 
ference, to attend the meeting of 1882. 
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Reports of standing committees were called for. 
W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, which was read and adopted, viz.: ¢ 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 8. 


The Committee on Episcopacy has examined into the official char- 
acter and administration of the following General Superintendents of 
the Church, to wit: Robert Paine, George. F. Pierce, Holland N. Me- 
Tyeire, Hubbard H. Kavanaugh, and John C. Keener, and report 
approved. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bennert, Chairman. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 9 of the Committee on 
Itinerancy, which was read. ~ ] 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, the item referring to the roll-call in 
the East Texas Conference Journal was stricken out. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, the item relating to the case of J. E. W. 
was stricken out. 3 

The report, thus amended, was adopted, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT, NO. 9. r 


East Texas, Conference Journal.—Page 4, G. C. S. was passed and 
discontinued, but there is no record of the question. 

J. W. O. located under question 17. _ 

Under question 4, parties are elected to deacon’s orders, without 
record of the question. : 

The Journal announces in many places,. “Conference adjourned, 
with the benediction ”—does not say by whom. 

Page 8. A location was granted to B. A. T., under question 20. 

Page 13. Conference met, R. 8. F. in the chair, but it is not stated 
by what authority he is there. 

Report vf Committee on Memoirs adopted, but question 19 not an- 
swered. \ . 

Pages 29 and 31. The signature of the Bishop to the Minutes of ses- 
sion, 1878, is placed at the bottom of the Journal, two pages before 
the adjournment and from the place where the Secretary signs. 

Page 36. H.C. H. was discontinued without record of the question. 

Parties are elected deacons under question 4. 

Page 38. J. B. H. was examined and continued in class of fourth 
year, under question 20; also, H. B. H. granted a supernumerary re- 
lation. 

Page 40. This item occurs: “The Bishop called before the Conference 
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the class to be admitted into full connection, and, after examination, 
they were admitted,” but no names are given. Same error on page 83. 

The statistics of this Conference, in-each of the four years, are 
placed right in the midst of the Conference proceedings—sometimes 
in the middle of a question. 

Page 42. Questions 27 and 28 not written out. 

Page 64. T. H.S. elected deacon under question 2; others under’ 
question 4. So on page 102. 

Page 80. Question 20 is resumed; not written out. 

Page 82. Under question 20, supernumerary and superannuated 
relations granted to several parties. So on pages 115 and 118. 

Page 101. Transfers announced, but no question recorded. 

Page 114. In the election of delegates to the General Conference 
no record of the number of members of Conference, nor of the votes 
that each delegate received. 

Page 120. A epee ee relation granted " D. M.; no record 
of question. 

North Texas Conference Jowrnal—tThis Journal is marred by blots, 
and the record made is so crowded that it is often difficult to deter- 
mine where one item of business begins and another ends. We note 
the following as among the most serious errors and omissions: 

In nearly every case the Secretary has failed to mention the fact of 
an approved examination before the committee. This omission is more 
frequent in sessions of 1879-80. 

Under question 14, local preachers are elected to elder’s orders with 
out presenting certificate. (See pages 229.) On the same page, J. 
J. M., of the M. E. Church, recognized as a deacon without taking 
our ordination vows. 

Page 230. Question 10 not written out. 

Under question 14, the election and ordination of local elders is 
recorded. ; 

Question 8 is answered by reference to question 9. 

Minutes of 1878 not signed by the Secretary. 

Minutes of 1879, page 254, question 27 not written out. 

Page 255. “Statistical report read and adopted.” No further ref- 
erence is made to it, and nowhere in the Journal is a report of any 
kind recorded.’ Frequent reference is made to an appendix, but it ap- 
pears nowhere in the Journal, and the only hint of its whereabouts is 
found on page 234, in this entry: “See appendix, too large to record, 
filed —252.” 

Minutes of this session signed bythe Bishop with lead pencil. 


i 
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Minutes of 1880. J. H. MclL. appointed to bear our Christian salu- 
tations to the Austin Conference. No record made of what Church. 

Minutes of 1881—page 284. Under question 8, parties elected dea- 
cons, and admitted into full connection. Page 286. In recording 
election of delegates to General Conference, the instructions of the: 
last General. Conference’ to Secretaries not carried out; but as these in-- 
‘structions were not generally circulated among the Secretaries, this 
Secretary cannot be held responsible for the omission, unless it can be 
shown that he received such instructions. . 

Pages 291, 293, 294, 302. Questions 20, 9, 11, 18, 15, 31, not writ- 
ten out. 

There are several minor errors not mentioned, to which the atten- 
tion of the Secretary is called, that they may be avoided hereafter, 
such as mistakes in spelling, omission of words, obscurity of style, and 
the record of items that do not properly belong to the business of an, 
Annual Conference, thus cumbering the Journal unnecessarily. 

From an examination of this Journal, we find that the frequent. 
change of Secretaries operates against an accurate record of the pro- 
ceedings, and urge the continuance of the same Secretary wherever 
practicable. SamurEL Ropeers, Chairman. 

Bishop Wilson took the chair, and presented a telegram from the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, now in session at 
Springfield, Illinois, viz.: 

To tre General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Nashville,. 
enn, 

BRETHREN :—We hail you with Christian joy, and bid you God- 
speed. In behalf of the General Assembly, sitting at Springfield, Ill. 


HERRICK JOHNSON. 
Springfield, Ill., May 19, 1882. 


On motion, the telegram was referred to the Committee on Fraternal. 
Correspondence. 

R. W. Jones, of the Mississippi Conference, was granted leave ot 
absence. % ‘ 

R. T. Haley, alternate lay delegate from the Louisville Conference 
took his seat in the place of W. E. Parrish. 

The call for reports of standing committees was resumed. 

W. W. Walker, Chairman, presented Report.No. 6 of the Committee 
on Publishing Interests, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 6. 


With respect to the Spanish publications submitted to us from Dr. 
W. M. Patterson, Superintendent.of the Mexican Mission, not being: 
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able to read them, we can only say that it is eminently proper that the 
effort should be made to reach the people of Mexico through the press, 
and, for aught-that we know, the books and papers submitted to us 
have been wisely and well prepared, and are likely to help the mission- 
ary work in that field. We certainly hope and, from the best infor- 
mation we can obtain and the representations of Dr. Patterson, vent- 
ure to believe so. ; 
Respectfully submitted. W. W. Waker, Chairman. 
W. W. Walker, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Commit- 
tee on Publishing Interests, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


- COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT NO. 7. 
Having considered the petition of A. H. Redford, asking the Gen- 
eral Conference to relieve him from the payment of certain items in- 
cluded in the amount found to be due by him to the Publishing House, 
we report, that it appearing to us from the facts that the settlement 
_ with Dr. Redford is the result of a compromise of controverted claims, 
and that we should be under the necessity of redpening the matters in 
dispute in order to be able thoroughly to investigate the whole subject, 
we are of the opinion that the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be 
eranted, and so recommend. W. W. WALKER, Chairman. 
W. W. Walker, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the.Commit- 
tee on Publishing Interests, which was read. 
On motion of 8. B. Watts, the item in the report proposing to strike 
-out paragraph 3, Section III., page 351 of the Discipline, was stricken 
out, and the report, so amended, was adopted, viz. : 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, REPORT No. 8. 


With the view of ascertaining with absolute certainty, if possible, 
the exact condition of all the departments of the Publishing House, 
the general committee appointed five sub-committees, and imposed 
upon them the task of investigating the business of the Christian 
Advocate, of the Sunday-school publications, of the manufacturing, 
departments, of the sales department, the method of keeping the 
books, and the value of the assets. These various committees per- 
formed their work faithfully, and as well as it could be done under 
the circumstances. Their examination has resulted in establishing the 
fact that the Report of the Book Agent and Book Committee is sub- 
stantially correct. Possibly the real estate of the Publishing House, 
while worth, for the purposes for which it is used, the sum of $125,000, 
would not bring, if exposed to sale, more than $100,000, and the esti- 
mate of assets should probably be abated to that extent. 
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_ The committee desired to ascertain and report the exact condition 

of each separate department; but that could not be done, as the books 
haye not been kept so as to show the expenses and profits of the sev- 
eral branches of the House. We have, however, satisfied ourselves 
that the Advocate, the Sunday-school publications, the manufacturing 
and sales departments, are each sources of profit, and, as before stated, 
the general result, as ascertained by us, is substantially the same as 
that reported by the Book Agent and Book Committee. In this con- 
nection we recommend that the Agent be instructed to separate, as far 
as practicable, the transactions in the different. departments, so as to 
present hereafter a clear exhibit of the profit or loss in each. 

We feel justified in saying that if the wise and prudent manage- 
- ment of the past four years is continued the House will, in all proba- 
bility, soon be relieved of all financial embarrassment, and become, as 
was contemplated in its organization, a powerful auxiliary in the dis- 
semination of sound doctrines, and in the spread of scriptural holiness 
“over all these lands. 
We hope the report of the Book Agent and Book Committee will 

be read and considered, and that our people, now assured that the 
Publishing House will stand as one of our Church institutions, will 
rally to its support, and sustain it by a liberal patronage. In this 
connection we report that we approve the settlement made by our pres- 
ent Book'Agent and Book Committee with the former Book Agent, 
and are satisfied with the results attained. We also approve of the 
action of the Book Agent and Book Committee in reducing the price 
of the subscription to the Christian. Advocate; but, while deferring 
greatly to the views of our Book Committee and Agent, we advise 
against any further reduction at the present time. The Advocate and 
_ the Sunday-school publications—in fact, all the various departments 

of our publishing interests, are conducted with profit; but, with a mem- 
bership of eight hundred thousand, it seems to us that the subscription- 
lists of our Advocate and of our Sunday-school publications should be 
four or five times their present numbers. Cannot this increase be had? 
Every one will admit how desirable it is that our publications should 
be placed in the reach of all, that they should be put in every home 
in the Southern Methodist Church to exert their proper influence in 
forming character and giving shape and tone to the thoughts and opin- 
ions of our people. We therefore recommend to the several Annual 
Conferences of our Church the advisability of adopting some system 
of colportage by which this desirable object may be attained; pro- . 
vided, however, that no expense or liability shall be incurred by the 
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Publishing House. With respect to the House and its management, 
we submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That we gratefully recognize the guiding hand of Prov- 
idence in the action of the last General Conference, and in the wise 
and prudent management which has resulted in relieving the embar- 
rassment of the Publishing House, and in placing it in a condition 
which justifies the hope that, with a few years of like administration, 
it will be relieved from debt and realize the expectation of the Church. 

2. That we approve the action and conduct of the Book Agent, the 
Book Committee, and the Business Manager; in the adjustment and 
management of the business affairs and business operations of the 
House since they acquired possession and control of the same, and 
tender to them the sincere and profound thanks of this body and of 
the Church at large for the faithfulness, wisdom, and efficiency with. 
which they have discharged the delicate, responsible, and onerous 
trusts and duties imposed upon them by the action of the General Con- 
ference at its last session. : 

3. That we heartily recommend the books, periodicals, and other 
publications of the House, to the most favorable consideration of the 
entire membership, clerical and lay, of our beloved Church, and urge 
them to unite with the Agent, Committee, and Manager of the House, 
in doing all that can be done to sustain and enlarge the useful and 
effective operations of the establishment in all the fields of our labor 
and work. . 

With respect to the Christian Advocate, we submit the following res- 
olution for the,approval of the General Conference : 

Resolved, That we heartily indorse the able and faithful manage- 
ment of the paper, as conducted by Dr. O. P. Fitzgerald, and com- 
mend it as eminently worthy of the confidence and patronage of our 
people. 

In examining the rules adopted at the last General Conference for 
the management of the Publishing House, as printed in the appendix 
to the Discipline, we find that the changed condition of the House 
makes it proper.that there should be certain changes in those rules. 
We therefore recommend the following changes: 

1. Strike out paragraph 5 of Article III. 

2. Amend paragraph 6, page 352, same Article, so as to read as fol- 
lows: “To provide for the retirement or extension of the bonds of the 
House, as may be necessary and practicable, and to settle the remain- 
ing indebtedness, if any, as they may deem just and equitable.” 

8. Strike out paragraph 7, pages 352, 353, of same Article. 
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4. In paragraph 10, page 354, of same Article, strike out “first 
Wednesday in May,” and insert “first Wednesday in April.” 

5. Strike out the whole of Article IV., page 354, entitled “ Depos- 
itory.” 

6. Strike out in Article V., page 354, the word “other,” and change 
“ Depositories” to “ Depository.” . 

7. Amend Article VI., page 355, commencing with the ninth line 
from the bottom, so as to make it read as follows: “It is provided that 
if, in the judgment of the Book Committee and the General Agent, 
assistance is necessary -to the Editors elected by the General Confer- 
ence, they, said Book Committee and General Agent, in the interval 
of the General Conference, shall have authority to provide and pay 
for such assistance, having due regard to economy and the ability of 


_ the House to sustain the increased expense.” 


8. Amend Article [X.—entitled “ Liabilities’”—by striking out all 
after the words “ Publishing House,” in the third line. 

We recommend that these rules, so amended, shall be the rules for 
the government of the House. 

We do not consider the matter of the Sunday-school publications 
properly before our committee, but, supposing that the Sunday-school 
Committee will give due attention to them, we make no recommenda- 
tion concerning them in our report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. W. WALKER, Chairman. 

S. H. Dent, Secretary. ; 

’G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Committee 
on Boundaries, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 

L. M. Wilson presented a minority report to accompany the report 
of: the committee, which also lies on the table, under the rule. S 

G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 6. 

Your Committee on Boundaries have conslddved the resolution re- 
ferred to them signed by J. M. MeTeer and T. P. Summers, in refer- 
ence to change of boundary between the Baltimore and Holston Con- 
ferences, and recommend the following changes in said boundary line, 
to wit: In the description of the Holston Conference line, insert the 
words, “Auburn, in Montgomery county, Va.,” for the words “the ter- 
ritory known as the New Hope Circuit;” and in order to conform the 
Baltimore Conference line to that of Holston, recommend the follow- 
ing reading in said boundary, to wit: “From the top of said mountain 
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~ with the Holston line to Central Depot on New River, instead of Pep- 


per’s Ferry, as now stated,” G. R. Browper, Chairman. 

On motion of D. C. Kelley, the rules were suspended, and Report 
No. 5. of the Committee 6n Missions was taken up. 

Items 1 and 2 were read and adopted. 

Item 3 was read, and, after some remarks by Bishop Keener, 

W. M. Rush moved to amerfd by adding the words “with the advice 
and consent of the Bishops and Superintendent of the Mission-field.” 

P. A. Peterson moved to lay the Article on the table, which motion 
did not prevail. . 

J. B. McGehee moved to strike out item 3 of the report, and the 
motion prevailed. 

Item 4 was adopted. 

James E. Evans moved that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
at 3 o'clock p.m. The motion did not prevail. 

Report No. 5 of the Committee on Missions was resumed, and item 
5 was adopted. 

Items 6, 7, and 8 were adopted. 

Item 9 was laid on the table. 

On motion of H. F. Johnson, the time of the session was prolonged 
indefinitely. 

The report, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 5. : 

Your committee have had under careful consideration the paper 
signed C. KE. Dowman and F. Pasco, “providing for the assignment of 
a Bishop or Bishops to Missionary Districts, and limiting their Episco- 
pal jurisdiction to the same.” We recommend non-concurrence. 

Two papers, one a memorial from the Board of Missions, the other 
a resolution signed W. H. Potter, asking certain changes in the Disci- 
pline with regard to the Board, have been patiently considered, and 
we unanimously recommend the following changes: 

Page 180, Article III. After the word “care,” insert “to aid in the 
establishment and support of training-schools for native converts and 
preachers, and to codperate with other Methodist bodies in the estab- _ 
lishment and support of such schools wherever it may be practicable 
in foreign fields.” 

Page 201. Strike out the words “missionary work,” and insert at 
the end of the Section the words, “All bequests or devises made to our 
missionary work of the Church should be made to the Board of Mis- 
sions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South—a corporation duly 
incorporated under the laws of the State of Tennessee.” 
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Page 180, Article III. After the words “to build houses for wor: 
ship,” insert the words “for hospitals.” 

Page 182, Article VI- After the words “ be the Church and con- 
gregation,” insert “by the Sunday-school, and by such Societies as may 
be formed by the women of the Church.” 

Page 182, Article VIII. Add at close of Article, “and such other 
labor as the Board shall direct. The salary of the Treasurer shall be 
fixed by the Board.” 

Page 184, Article XIII. After the words “Conference Board,” 
insert “shall arrange for holding anniversary-meetings within the sev- 
eral Presiding Elders’ Districts of the Conference in the interest of 
Foreign Missions, and by such other means as it may choose,” so that 
Article XIII. will read: “The Conference Board shall. arrange for 
holding anniversary -meetings within the several Presiding Elders’ 


Districts of the Conference in the interests of Foreign Missions, and - 


by such other means as it may choose; shall disseminate missionary 
intelligence among the people; hold an anniversary-meeting at each 
session of the Conference, the proceeds of which shall be equally. di- 
vided between the General Board and the Annual Conference Board,” 
ete. D. C. Keuury, Chairman. 

J. E. Edwards moved that the election of General Conference offi- 
cers be made the order for 3 o'clock p.m. on Monday next. 


W.M: Rush moved to substitute Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock a.m.,. 


which motion did not prevail. 
The motion of J. E. Edwards was then adopted. 
J. H. H. Figgatt was granted leave of absence. 
A communication was received from the President of the Fisk Uni- 


versity, inviting the Conference to visit that institution during the- 


Commencement Exercises. The invitation was accepted. 

Bishop McTyeire presented, in behalf of the College of Bishops, a 
recommendation that the Indiana Conference be united with the Louis- 
ville Conference. fe 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, the rules were suspended, and the 
paper referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop Keener. 


Monday Morning, May 22, 1882. 


The Conference met at 8:30 a.m., Bishop Keener in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by E. R. Hendrix. 
The Minutes of Saturday were read and approved. 


W. P. Barton, alternate, appeared, and took his seat in the place 


et. - 
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of T. A. S. Adams, clerical delegate from North Mississippi Confer- 
ence. : 

J. L. Parks, alternate, took the place of G. G. Dibrell, lay delegate 
from the Tennessee Conference. 

Bishop Parker took the chair. 

Reports of standing committees being in order, P. A. Peterson 


‘moved that the call be continued from the point where it was left off 


in Saturday’s session, and the motion prevailed. 
P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 11 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, which was read, and lies on the table, under the rule. 
P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Report No. 12 of the Commit- 


_tee on Revisal, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 12. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report as follows: 

They have duly considered a communication addressed by the Sec- 
retary of the American Colonization Society to Bishop McTyeire, but 
designed for this body, in which is expressed the desire that this Gen- 
eral Conference will invest the Bishops with authority to appoint our 
traveling preachers to agencies for the Society. 

Your committee believe that there are in our Church others than 
effective traveling preachers, well qualified for such a work, and whose 
services may be secured, and therefore respectfully decline to recom- 
mend that our Bishops be empowered to make such appointments 
from the ranks of the traveling ministry. 

P. A. Prrrrson, Chairman. 

H. V. Purvport, Secretary. 

P. A. Peterson, Chairman, presented Reports Nos. 13 and 14 of the 
Committee on Revisal, which were read, and both reports lie on the 
table, under the rule. 

W. P. Harrison, Chairman, presented Report No. 4 of the Commit- 
tee on Education, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, REPORT NO. 4. 


The committee have not been able to obtain full reports from our 
institutions of learning. The absence of a clearly defined method of 
procuring and transmitting these statistics is the cause of our failure 
in this regard. Hereafter, we trust, there will be no ground for this 
complaint, as the action of this body has introduced the question re- 
lating to educational statistics into the Minute business of the Annual 
Conference. The data furnished to us will be found in the tabular 
statement annexed to this report. (See tabular statement.) 


\ 
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With profound interest and sympathy we have heard the appeal of 
the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America. Earnestly 
desiring to render them any service in our power, by helping them to 
establish training-schools for pastors and teachers of their own race, 
we have recommended, and the General Conference has adopted, a 
measure which we believe will accomplish, to some extent at least, the 
desired end. A needy people, who deserve at our hands the kindest 
consideration, will not make their appeal in vain. We commend their 
cause to those stewards of the Lord’s bounty who have in trust the 
earthly riches, devoutly praying the divine woe upon those who 
give, and upon those who receive. 

The experiment of establishing high schools under the control of the 
District Conferences has been a partial success. Wherever these schools 
_ have confined themselves to their legitimate sphere of secondary or 
intermediate education, they have been useful in a large degree. There 
are, however, in some of these schools, tendencies which have greatly 
interfered with their permanent prosperity. By attempting to do the 
work of the college, the high school has entered into competition with 
institutions of higher grade. In order to self-protection, the college 
has been compelled to maintain the preparatory school. Thus a rival- 
ry is engendered, and evil, if not fatal, results attend the unnatural 
strife. Everywhere our colleges complain of the lack of preparation 
on the part of students applying for admission into college classes. 
This lack of preparation subjects both the student and the teacher to 
difficulties that are seldom overcome. It is impossible for the college 
professor to do efficient work in the advancement of a pupil in whose 
mind a broad and ample foundation has not been laid by the prepara- 
tory school. There should be absolute harmony in the work of, the 
high school and the college, for each creates the necessity for the other. 
We are persuaded that the highest interests of these institutions de- 
mand a faithful adherence to the natural order which makes them 
co-workers in the cause of human progress. ‘e 
, We are confident that the Church, if she abandon to the State the 
work of higher education, can never be true to herself. A system of 
primary schools has been generally adopted throughout the country, 
and maintained by a tax upon the property of all classes of citizens. 
With this system we have neither the power nor the disposition to 
interfere. There is, however, imminent danger that these schools, 
whilst endeavoring to avoid the semblance of sectarianism, may pass 
to the other extreme, and recognize no ‘code of morals founded upon, 
religious principle. The last resort that remains to the friends of 
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‘Christian education is the work of the high school, the college, and 
the university. From these we cannot consent to eliminate the posi- 
tive influences of the Christian religion. The Bible must not be ex- 
--cluded, nor must it be denied a place as a text-book in the school that 
‘is forming the moral as well as the intellectual habits of the youth of 
our land. We emphasize the demand that the instructors of our 
youth should themselves furnish examples of genuine piety. 

In this connection we desire to call attention to an evil that we fear 
is increasing among us. We know not how the impression has become 
prevalent, but we are persuaded that many of our people believe that 
Roman Catholic schools are superior to Protestant schools of the same 
grade. For this reason, we suppose, some Methodist parents have sent 
‘their daughters to Roman Catholic schools. The result, in almost all 
-eases, has been that these daughters have abandoned the Church of 
their fathers. A barrier has been erected between parent and child, 
and a life-time of sorrow has been the consequence of a grievous error 
of judgment. We speak the truth when we affirm that Roman Cath- 
olic schools are in no particular better than our own. That the child 
of a Protestant will be the subject of abundant courtesy and singular 
kindness in a Romanist school is very true, and the reason lies upon 
the surface. With consummate skill the methods of proselytism are 
concealed from both parent and child. This is one of the cases in 
which it is “the highest art to conceal the art.” Profound respect for 
the young Protestant’s religion is exhibited, whilst no word or sign 
indicates a desire to shake the foundation of her faith.- With gentle- 
ness and love, with untiring care and devotion, the young pupil is fol- 
lowed to the day of her departure, and never knows how strong the 
silken cords have been woven until she enters once more the atmosphere 
of home. ‘There, or elsewhere in society, whenever she meets an un- 
favorable criticism upon Romanism, her sense of gratitude rallies to 
the defense of a religion whose exponents have scrupulously respected 
and honored her conscience and her faith. The end will come, and 
the heart that has been won in the convent will bow, erelong, in the 
-confessional. ‘ 

The growing importance of Foreign Missions, and the desire-for the 
largest success in conducting them, suggest the propriety of adopting 
some method by which persons who may be inclined to missionary 
labor may be duly qualified for that arduous and difficult task. In 
furtherance of this design, it is recommended that our institutions of 
learning establish, whenever practicable, a lectureship of Christian 
Missions. 
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Whilst some of our institutions have been struggling for existence, 


and many teachers have had their patience and self-denial taxed to 
the utmost, it affords us great pleasure to record a signal instance of 
liberal donations to the cause of education in the South. Next to the 
munificent gifts which founded Vanderbilt University, we place the 
generous donation of more than $225,000 by Mr. George I. Seney, of 
New York, to literary institutions in the State of Georgia. Already 
the seed has been sown in fruitful ground: it is springing up, and prom- 
ises a harvest that will gladden the hearts of all who love the cause 
of Christian education. 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

W. F. Cook, Secretary. 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 5 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 5. 
The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence recommend that the 
following telegram be sent in response to the one received, and signed. 
Herrick Johnson, viz.: . 
To the Presbyterian General Assembly in session at Springfield, Il. 
BretTuren:—The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, reciprocate in joy and love your Christian salutations. 
Heb. xiii. 20, 21. A. M. Surpp, Chairman. 
A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 6 of the Committee on 
Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 6. 
The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence, to whom was referred 


the communication in behalf of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 


tion, offer for adoption the following resolution, viz. : 
Fesolved, 'That this Conference recognizes the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association as an organization worthy of cordial sympathy and 


hearty encouragement, and, in the special work it*has undertaken of 
watching over and protecting the large number of young men in our 


towns and cities exposed to the peculiar temptations and dangers of 
this age, will ever pray that the blessing of God may rest on said or- 
ganization, and give it good success. A. M. Surpp, Chairman. 

H. F. Johnson, Chairman, presented Report No. 1 of the Commit- 
tee on Bible Cause, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE, REPORT NO. 1. 


Your committee has had under eoensideration the resolution signe 
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by A. H. Sutherland and M. N. Shive, in reference to the headings 
of the chapters in the Spanish version of the Scriptures as published 
by the American Bible Society. Brother Sutherland appeared before 
the committee, and after a free conversation on the subject, it was - 
agreed that the best course would be for Brother Sutherland to corre- 
spond with the Committee on Versions of the Bible Society, which he 
said he would do. 

Your committee recommend that no further action be taken. 

Respectfully submitted. H. F. Jouyson, Chairman. 

H. F. Johnson, Chairman, presented Report No. 2 of the Commit- 
tee on Bible Cause, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

B. Craven, Secretary, presented Report No. 4 of the Committee on 
Appeals, which was read, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON APPEALS, REPORT NO. 4. 
T. C. Parrish, elder, of the North Mississippi Conference, suspended. 
Decision of the North Mississippi Conference reversed. 


J. C. Kerner, President. 
B. Craven, Secretary. 


W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 9 of the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 9. 


The committee has considered a paper signed by John E. Edwards. 
aud Richard Irby, and referred by the Conference, and report in an- 
swer to the special questions asked therein— . 

1. The amount of money assessed during the four years past, for: 
the support of Bishops, is $95,300. 

2. In answer to the second question, “ What amount has been paid 
on assessments by the Annual Conferences respectively?” we report 
that special pains were taken to ascertain the fact, and for this pur- 
pose the committee made inquiry of Mr. L. D. Palmer, who, by re- 
quest of the Bishops, held the receipts, and annually equalized the 
settlement of this fund between the claimants, though in no wise the 
treasurer of it; and as the best answer we can give, incorporate in: 
this report the following extract from his answer to the committee: 

“Referring to the request of the Committee on Episcopacy for an 
itemized statement showing amounts paid by each Annual Conference: 
to Bishops’ Fund, I beg respectfully to say that on examination of the 
papers which have come into my hands I find it impossible to make 
up any statement which would be accurate or satisfactory. I have all 
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the papers on hand which have been sent me, and they are at your 
disposal. From most of the Conferences the reports have been full, 
but from several of them no settlements have been received. Owing 
to this’ cause, and to the absence of several of the Bishops from the 
annual meetings, and the death of two of them, the detailed state- 
ments are incomplete. You will permit me to say there is no way to 
keep this account accurately or fully unless the Bishops and others in- 
terested in the Episcopal fund will send duplicate receipts to Nashville 
of every payment received by them, giving the name of the Confer- 
ence, or otherwise constitute a treasurer to whom all payments shall 
be made. I have prepared and furnished each Bishop with a dupli- 
eate receipt-book, which, if eye used, will furnish complete -~ 
accurate reports of this account.” ~’ 

The committee is of the opinion that a strict conaphi gies by all the 
Boards of Finance of the Annual Conferences with the requirements 
of the Discipline, page 172, Section III., paragraph 3, that the chairman 
of said Boards shall pay the amounts collected on the Bishops’ Fund 
to the Bishops presiding at the Conferences respectively, and take their 
receipts and forward the same, or a copy thereof, to the Book Agent; 
- and that a like compliance on the part of the Bishops with the require- 
mentson page 173, Section IIL, paragraph 4, that each of them shall 
report to the Book Agent at the annual meeting of the Bishops the 
amount paid him by the several Annual Conferences, will in the fut- 
ure obviate all difficulty as to the adjustment of the-accounts of this 
fund. 


3. In answer to question 3, as to the aggregate amount received and 


placed to the credit of the Bishops’ Fund, the Committee report as fol- 
lows: 
Total collections reported May, 1879........ $21,589 88 


Total collections reported May, 1880........ 22,179 Olea 
Lotal collections reported May, 1881........ 21,707 60 
Total collections reported May, 1882........ 25,295 01 
Total collections Gisdssstcsnc tues eerded —$88,772 46 
Full salary Bishop Paine 4 years............ $12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop Pierce 4 years............ 12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop Kavanaugh 4 years...... 12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop MeTyeire 4 years........ 12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop Keener 4 years........... 12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop Wightman 4 years...... 12,000 00 
Full salary Bishop Doggett 23 years......... 7,500 00 


Full salary Mrs. Doggett-43 years........... 2,250 00 
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Full salary Mrs. Marvin 4 years....... tye $6,000 00 

Poteb paid oo esl ieeciws Beer dew eee ape! —$87,750 00: 
Balance to credit of Bishops’ Fund after 

full settlement for 4 years...............055 $1,022 46 
This balance is understood to be in the hands of the Bishops. 
Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bewyert, Chairman. 


S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 10 of the Committee 
on Itinerancy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 10. 


Baltimore Conference Journal—We notice the following inaccura- 
cies and errors: 

On page 258 this record occurs, “The questio of fixing the relation 
of E. R. 8. was called.” 

Page 530. An investigating committee report a trial necessary in 
the case of W. R. MeN., on the charge of immorality. A trial com- 
mittee is appointed, and on page 339 the committee report that they 
find him guilty as charged, and expel him from the Church. Nowhere: 
does it appear what the immorality is, nor are any specifications given. 

On page 375 this item occurs: “In accordance with the consent of 
_ Conference, the examination of character was conducted with open 
doors.” The Discipline provides that the doors shall be open, unless: 
closed by a vote of Conference. ~ : 

Page 382. In the report of ordinations, the proper questions are 
asked only in the margin, and question 15, relating to ordination of 
local elders, not asked at all. Precisely the same thing occurs in the 
Journal of the succeeding session of Conference, on page 430. 

Florida Conference Journal.—This Journal is very neatly kept, and 
in the main is very free from errors. We notice the following matters 
that may be remedied in future, viz.: Page 197, C. A. 8. was elected to 
deacon’s orders under question 7.. Page 195, H. L. P. was elected to eld- - 
er’s orders, with the proviso that he pass an examination in Mosheim’s 
Church History next year. Page 195, O. W. R. was placed in the 
list of supernumeraries—no question asked. Page 252, under question. 
20, persons are granted supernumerary relations and are located. 
Page 256, W. G. R. made supernumerary without asking the ques- 
tion. Page 259, L. A. C. located under question 20. Page 261, ques- 
tions 27 and 28 entered numerically in the margin, but the words of 
the questions are not recorded. Page 261, W. L. A. discontinued—no 
question asked. Page 308, question 17, Who are supernumerary? 
Under it one was granted a location, another announced as having 
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_died, and another left on the effective list. Page 310, class received 


into full connection, no record of question. Page 312, election of del: 
egates to the General Conference—Journal does not give the number 
of members, but only says, “ By the announcement of the Bishop that 
the Conference was entitled to two‘ clerical and two lay members.” 


Page 320, the ordinations are reported, but no record of question. 


Page 319, fifth day’s proceedings contain no mention of the approval 
of the Minutes of the preceding session. 


It is the usage in this Journal after a question has been called once,: 


and it is resumed, not to record it, even though several days may have 
intervened. 

The margin is only used for the regular disciplinary questions, and 
not as index to all the proceedings. *e 

Louisville Conference Journal.—After a careful examination of this 
Journal, we regret to report much to criticise. The marginal refer- 
ences are often not sufficiently explicit, and illegibly written. The 
number of the session is not written at the top of the page through the 
index, nor is there any thing in these headings to indicate the date. 
There are occasional misspelled words, and the construction and ar- 
rangement of sentences are frequently defective. Pages 524 and 525 
are entirely blank, though the record of the proceedings of the thirty- 
third session begins on page 523. On this page also R. F. Hayes and 


J. D. Sigler are received by transfer without raising question 6. A 


similar error occurs on page 533. Reference is frequently made by 


“the Secretary, “see appendix,” without giving the page. On page 


540 John M. Crow and others were admitted on trial without any 
mention as from whence they came. On page 546 the report on sta- 
tistics was received and adopted, but-no mention as to where it could 
be found. On page 584 was continued in a supernumerary rela- 
tion without calling question 17. On page 587 A. H. Redford and 
others were continued in a supernumerary relation, Wm. Alexander 
was granted asuperannuated relation, and W. RB. Crichlow-was located, 
all under question 20. On page 590 W. C. Slate was continued in su- 
pernumerary relation without raising question 17, On page 659 a su- 
perannuated relation was granted without raising question 18.. On same 
page Wm. H. Archer was admitted on trial, but no mention as from 
whence he came. On page 704 the Conference proceeded to the elec- 
tion of delegates to the Gencral Conference, without reconsidering the 
vote by which they had determined to elect them on Monday following. 

Much of the matter of the appendix of the thirty-sixth session, and 
a part of the thirty-fifth, is printed and pasted in. 
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The omission of words which sometimes seriously affect the sense, 
erasures and re-insertions, interlineations, blots and blurs, which mar 
the beauty and cleanliness of the Journal, are so very frequent—one 
or more of these defects occurring on almost every page—that your 
committee has not thought it necessary to mention the particular pages. 

Los Angeles Conference Journal.—There is so much to commend in 
this Journal that we are not disposed to dwell upon minor errors." 
Some points, however, should be noted, that the Journal in the future 
may be still better than it now is. - 

It would be better if the name of the Conference appeared in the 
running-head, as well as the number and day of the session. And it 
would be also an improvement if the number of the questions called 
were in the margin instead of in the body of the page. 

Frequently the questions are not asked at all or not written, but a 
preacher is located or superannuated with only the relation or nature 
of action written in margin. Sometimes the word “reswmed” is used 
in connection with a number, but the question so indicated is not writ- 
ten. The roll is called, but the names of those present never given. 
Once all were present except C. W. Harris. Once seventeen members 
were present—no names given. The roll of lay delegates is called, 
but no statement whether any were present or not. Once twenty-one 
were present—no names given. Once all present except three clerical 
and six lay delegates. In the appendix, however, the Secretary gives 
the roll at the close of Conference session. ~ 

Page 152 states the adjournment sine die of the Conference, and 
afterward the Secretary states various questions by numbers, and tells 
how they were answered—they not appearing in the Journal. This 
in a foot-note. In one case, in the absence of the Bishop, a brother is 
“authorized” to take the chair—no statement as to whether he was 
appointed by the Bishop or “authorized” by election. Page 210 states 
that under question 12 a brother is called, and complaints are alleged, 
when, after some discussion, a motion is made to locate him, on the 
ground of “unacceptability,” which the Bishop decides to be illegal. 
Page 215 states that certain brethren were elected as delegates and 
alternates to General Conference; the number of members, number 
of delegates to which the Conference was entitled, the number of 
votes cast, number necessary to a choice, number of ballots—all of 
these items are omitted; nor were the delegates declared elected, ex- 
cept by the Secretary. Page 217 states that a previous action of Con- 
ference is “changed.” This would not be done without a reconsidera- 
tion, which is not stated. 


\ 
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In many cases motions are made and withdrawn, and various actions - 
proposed, which amount to nothing, and with which it seems to us: 
unnecessary to cumber the record. A Journal should show all the 
“doings” of a Conference, but not necessarily all that is proposed. 

SamurL RopeGers, Chairman. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, which was read, and lies on the table, under the 
rule. 

G. R. Browder, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Commit-. 
tee on Boundaries, which was read and adopted, as follows: : 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 8. 


Your Committee on Boundaries would respectfully represent that 
they have considered the resolution from the College of Bishops, rec- 
ommending that Indiana Conference be united with the Louisville 
Conference, and concur in the same, and recommend that the bound- 
aries of the Louisville Conference be enlarged, so that, in addition to 
its present boundaries, there shall be included all that part of the 
State of Indiana not now embraced in the Louisville Conference. 

G. R. Browper, Chairman. 

B. D. OrGAIN, Secretary. 

L. M. Wilson, from the Committee on Boundaries, presented a mi- 
nority report to accompany Report No. 5 of the Committee on Bound- 
aries. The minority report lies on the table, under the rule. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 8. 


Your committee beg leave to report that having considered the pa- 
per signed James S. Kennedy and J. W. Paulett, having reference to. 
“incorporation into the Discipline, in the Chapter on Missions, of a 
Section clearly emis the relations of the Superintendents of For- 
eign Mission stations,” we are of the opinion that such legislation is not 
practicable at the present. 

On the paper signed James Whitworth and Jordan Stokes, referring 
to Episcopal visitation of our Foreign Mission fields, we would report 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we recommend that some one of our Picneod do visit, 
as often as they may find practicable, our Foreign Mission fields dur- 
ing the next quadrennium. D. C. Keniry, Chairman. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman, aha: Report No. 9 of the Committe 
on Missions, which was read, and laid on the table. 
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“ishop MeTyeire announced the following Nominating Committee, 
wo are to nominate the members of the Book Committee, viz.: W. 
W. Walker, S. H. Dent, W. B. Wood, H. H. Parks, 8. B. Jones, Jor- 
dan Stokes, J. W. Gaut, George Thornburg, W. C. Ireland. 

The Secretary read an invitation to the Conference from the author- 
ities of Vanderbilt University to visit that institution. 

_W. W. Walker, Chairman, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the Cor iference had adopted Report No. 8 of the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests. The motion prevailed. 


SCE alaetmimarnteu.amend thacsipors ep leacinc paren 


10, page 354, as it was, and, on page 349, line 10 from the top, insert 
“April” instead of “June,” and strike out “one month following.” 

The report was amended accordingly, and adopted. 

Leave of absence was granted to M. C. Baldridge, of the North 
Alabama Conference. 

The report of the Committee on Church Extension was taken up. 

N. Scarritt moved to reconsider the vote by which Article LX. was 
adopted, and the motion did not prevail. 

Article X. was read and adopted. 

On motion of W, M. Rush, the Conference proceeded to fill the blank 
in Article 1V., locating the Society. The following places were nominat- 

ed: Little Rock: Kansas City, Louisville, St. Joseph, Memphis, Nash- 
ville, Sacramento, Dallas, Springfield, Ill., Atlanta, Richmond, St. Louis. 

The vote resulted as follows: Little Rock, 15; Kansas City, 24; 
Louisville, 46; St. Joseph, 2; aye 7; Nashville, 8; Sacramento, 
3; Dallas,7; Springfield, Ill., 2; Atlanta, 27; Richmond 3; St. Louis, 
24. total, 168. 

No place having received a majority, the vote was taken the second 
time, and resulted as follows: Little Rock, 11; Kansas City, 26; Lou- 
isville, 89—other places withdrawn. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the vote for Louisville was made 
unanimous. 

The blank in Article II. was filled with the word “ Kentucky,” and 
the time of meeting was left to the decision of the Board. 

J. B. McGehee offered the following, as a substitute for the whole 
report: 

Whereas it is the sense of this Conference that Church Extension 
Societies should be established throughout the Connection ; and where- 
as it is believed that an enterprise so important and untried should 
receive thoughtful consideration and proper trial before it is allowed 
to assume any elaborate and permanent organization ; therefore, 
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Resolved, 1. That our Church editors, pastors, and Presiding Elders, 
are hereby required to bring the matter before their respective au- 
diences. ; 

2. That our Bishops are respectfully instructed to present the same 
to each Annual Conference, use their influence to have the various 
Conferences organize a Society, on the basis of allowing the respective 
Conferences to retain fifty per cent. of the amounts collected, for build- 
ing churches in their own bounds. The balance to be forwarded te 
the Secretary and Board of Missions, and applied to the aid of such 
communities as in their judgment are in greatest need of help. 

8. That the question of a Central Board is hereby referred to the 
General Conference of 1886. 

3B: Macheea, H. W. Foore, 


J. W. Frrou, Tuo. TURNBULL, 
T. L. BosweEtt, T. T. CHRISTIAN, 
Anson West, H. J. ADAms. 

The substitute of J. B. McGehee was laid on the table—ayes, 123; 


noes, 44. 

E. A. Powell moved to lay the whole report. on the table, which 
motion did not prevail. 

The report, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON CHURCH EXTENSION, REPORT NO. 1. 

The work of Church extension shall hereafter be conducted under 
the following provisions and regulations: 

Articie I. There shall be a Board of Church Extension, consist- 
ing of a President, Vice-president, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, 
and thirteen Managers, to be elected quadrennially by the General 
Conference, and to continue in office until their successors are elected 
and accept. The Bishops shall be, ea officio, members of the Board. 
The Board shall fill all vacancies that may occur during the intervals 
of the General Conference. 

Art. II. The officers elected by this General Conference shall, as 
soon as practicable, procure, under general or special law of the State 
of Kentucky, an incorporation, whereby they and their successors in 
office, in perpetual succession, shall be made a body corporate under 
the name of “Board of Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South,” with powers of contracting and being contracted with, 
suing and being sued, and all other powers deemed necessary for the 
successful prosecution of the work, not inconsistent with these Articles 

Arr. III. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the corre- 
spondence of the Board, under its direction, anid shall be subject to 


+ 


“59882. THH METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. pe et 


the authority and control of the Board, by whom his salary shall be 
fixed and paid. He may be a member of any Annual Conference, 
but shall reside where the Board is located. 

Art. IV. The Board shall be located in the city of Louisville, 
Kentucky, and shall meet at least annually, at the time the Board 
shall determine, and at such other times as the President and the Cor- 
responding Secretary may appoint. Nine shall constitute a quorum 
at an annual meeting, and seven at a called meeting. 

Arr. V. The revenues of the Board shall be derived from annual 
collections in every congregation, from special collections by the Cor- 
responding Secretary and the Bishops, and from gifts, devises, and 
bequests. : 

Art. VI. The Board shall have authority to regulate its own pro- 
ceedings; to determine what amount each Annual Conference shall be 
asked: to raise by collections for the use of the Board during the ensu- 
ing year; to appropriate money to pay incidental expenses; to deter- 
mine what amount may be donated or loaned: to each applicant; and 
to do such other business as may be legitimate and proper for them to 
do. Provided, however, that no money shall be appropriated in the 
general work for other purposes than the purchase’ or securing of 
church-lots and the erection or securing of church- buildings; and 
provided, further, that the Board shall not involve itself in debt. 

Arr. VII. The Board shall have authority to raise and administer 
a Loan Fund, which shall be held separate from funds. raised for gen- 
eral distribution, and which shall be ‘used only in loans on adequate 
security, to be determined by the Board; to receive and hold in trust 
for the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, any real or personal prop- 
erty, and to sell and convey the same for the uses and objects herein 
declared. 

Art. VIII. All applications for aid shall set forth— 

1. A description of the building for which aid is asked. 

‘2. The estimated and probable cost when completed. 

3. The amount of cash and reliable subscriptions now on hand. 

4. The nature of the title, its validity, whether held in trust for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

5. The names of the Board of Trustees. 

6. The number of Church-members, Sunday-school children, and 
population of the place, if within a town or city. 

7. Any additional facts that may be required by the Board, or that 
may be deemed necessary or useful to the Board in making a decision. 

Arr. IX. Each Annual Conference shall organize a Conference 
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Board of Church Extension, which shall be auxiliary to the Parent 
Board, and shall have charge of all the interests and work of the 
Church extension within the Conference. The preachers shall take 
up a collection in every congregation annually for Church extension ; 
and of the funds thus collected, or im any other way coming into the 
-hands of the Annual Conference Boards, fifty per cent. shall be turned 
over to the General Board to be expended under its direction, but 
devisors may give special directions to their contributions. 

Art. X. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders to bring the 
subject of Church extension prominently before the District and Quar- 
terly Conferences, and see to it that the most efficient plans are adopted 
for raising the amounts apportioned to the charge; and the Bishops 
shall call for a report of the Annual Conference Board in the regular 
order of the Conference proceedings, and direct attention to the sub- 
ject. \ 

Respectfully submitted. D. R. McAnatiy, Chairman. 

W. M. Rush offered the following: 

Resolved, That the delegates of the patronizing Conferences of such 
papers as desire recognition by this General Conference are hereby 
authorized to nominate editors for their papers, respectively, for con- 
firmation by the General Conference. . 

W. M. Rusa, H. V. Purzport, 
Joun E. Epwarps, SamurL RopaGers, 
N. H. D. Witson, ~ J. S. Key, 

T. H.:B. Anprerson, R. Hiner, 

L.S. Burkhead moved to amend by inserting, “and all those papers 
published in the interest of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” 

Ff. Richardson moved to lay the whole matter on the table, and the 
motion prevailed—ayes, 85; noes, 84. 

R. W. Thompson, alternate, appeared, and took his seat in the place 
of John Adams, clerical delegate from East Texas Conference. 

J. E. Evans and J. 8. Key offered the following resolution, which 
was not adopted: 

Resolved, That the Rule of Order No. 12 be so amended that dur- 
ing the remainder of the session of this General Conference no mem- 
ber shall speak more than twice on the same subject, nor more than 
five minutes at one time without leave of the Conference; nor shall 
any member speak more than once until every member chbectiea to 
speak shall have spoken. 

The following paper was presented by D. R. McAnally, which was 
read and adopted, viz.: 


\ 
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Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair to 
nominate a Board of Managers for the Church Extension Society, and 
they are directed to report to-morrow at 11 a.m., and that the election 
be made the special order for that hour. 

D.R. McANALLY, T:S. Wang, 
W. C. IRELAND, N. T. Lupron. 

The credentials of Bishop Holsey, as fraternal messenger from the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, to the General Con-’ 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, were presented by 
E. E. Wiley, and read by the Secretary, viz. : 


To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, now in 
session at Nashville, Tenn.: 


This is to certify that Bishop D. H. Holsey is duly elected fo bear 
the fraternal greetings of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America to your honorable body now in session. 

Also, by an act of our General’ Conference, now in session at Wash- 
ington, D. C., Bishop Holsey is empowered to confer with you on any 
subject, soliciting your aid to help build up our institutions of learn- 
ing, and our missionary work; it having been agreed that any ar- 
rangement arrived at and agreed upon by your honorable body and_ 
said Bishop Holsey will be generally commended by the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

Signed in behalf of said General Conference. 

J. A. BEEBE, 
W. H. Danie s, Secretary. 


Washington, D. C., May 14, 1882. . 
Bishop Holsey was introduced, and addressed the Conference. 

’ E. E. Wiley moved that the papers presented by Bishop Holsey be 
referred to the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence, which was so 
ordered. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
Parker. ; 

Monday Afternoon, May 22, 1882. 

Conference met at 3 o’clock p.m., Bishop Parker in the chair, 

Divine service was conducted by W. S. Turner. 

The Minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

Leave of absence was granted to E. 8. Smith, of the Texas Confer- 
ence, and I. G. John, alternate clerical delegate, took his place. 

H. F. Johnson, asked and obtained leave to withdraw Report No. 2 
of the Committee on Bible Cause from the papers now lying on the 
table. 
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Leave of absence was granted 8. Cupples after to-morrow. : 

I. G. John was assigned to the Committee on Episcopacy, in place 
of E. S. Smith. 

Bishop Granbery took the chair. 

W. W. Walker, chairman of the cammittee appointed to nominate 
- the members of the Book Committee, reported the following names, 
which were confirmed by the Conference as the Book Committee for 
the next qurdrennium, NUliage 

James Whitworth, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

Thomas D. Fite, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

N. Baxter, jr., lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

William Morrow, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

E. H. East, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

S. J. Keith, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

William H. Evans, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

William H. Morgan, lay, Nashville, Tenn. 

John A. Carter, lay, Louisville, Ky. 

R. A. Young, clerical, Tennessee Conference. 

M.S. Andrews, clerical, Alabama Conference. 

T. S. Wade, clerical, Western Virginia Conference. 

Joseph 8. Key, clerical, South Georgia Conference. 

J. E. Evans moved that the Conference proceed to elect a Book 
Agent. 

A substitute was offered that the Conference proceed to elect a 
Book Agent, and that the same method of election shall be employed 
as in the ballot for Bishops. 

A motion to lay the substitute on the table did not prevail—ayes, 
89; noes, 89—and the substitute was then adopted. 

The following were appointed tellers: H. J. Adams, North Georgia 
Conference; H..V. Philpott, Texas Conference; M. S. Andrews, Ala- 
bama Conference; F. Richardson, Holston Conference. 

The ballots were collected by the tellers, and, on motion, they were 
permitted to retire with one of the Secretaries, in order to count the 
votes. 

The committee appointed to nominate a Board of Missions presented 
the following names, which, on motion of J. B. McFerrin, were con- 
firmed, viz.: 

L. C. Garland, LL.D., President. 

A. G. Haygood, D.D., Vice-president. 

MANAGERS. 
_ Rev. Charles Taylor, Kentucky Conference. 
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Rev. John §. Martin, Baltimore Conference. 

Rey. P. A. Peterson, Virginia Conferrence. 

Rey. W. G. E. Cunnyngham, Holston Conference. 
Rey. L. 8. Burkhead, North Carolina Conference. 
“Rey. W. W. Duncan, South Carolina Conference. 

Rev. W. H. Potter, North Georgia Conference. 

Rev. J. B. West, Tennessee Conference. 

Rey. D. ©. Kelley, Tennessee Conference. 

Rev. J. B. McFerrin, Tennessee Conference. 

Col. E. W. Cole, Nashville, Tenn. 

J. D. Hamilton, Nashville, Tenn. 

Rey. R. B. Crawford, Alabama Conference. 

Rey. C. B. Galloway, Mississippi Conference. 

Rey. I. G. John, Texas Conference. 

Rev. S. H. Babeock, Arkansas Conference. 

Rev. H. ©. Morrison, Louisville Conference. 

Rey. E. R. Hendrix, Missouri Conference. 

Rev. J. D. Shaw, North-west Texas Conference. 

Rey. O. P. Fitzgerald, Pacific Conference. s 
J.B. McFerrin moved that the Conference proceed to elect a Treas- 

urer of the Mission Board. 
BR. Hiner moved, as a substitute, that we proceed to elect a Mission- 
ary Secretary; and the substitute prevailed. 

The following were appointed tellers: J. H. Dye, White River Con- 
ference; O. R. Blue, Alabama Conference; N. Scarritt, South-west 
Missouri Conference; A. H. Sutherland, West Texas Conference. 
~ The ballots were collected, and the Secretary announced that 189 
votes had been cast, of which 95 were necessary to a choice. 

R. A. Young received 78 votes; J. S. Key, 51; D.C. Kelley, 16; 
scattering, less than 10 each, 44. No election. 

The Secretary and tellers having returned from counting the votes 
cast for Book Agent, announced the result, as follows: 

J. B. McFerrin received 152 votes; L. D. Palmer, 15; R.A. Young, 
10; scattering 12. Total, 189; necessary to a choice, 95. 

J. B. McFerrin, having received a majority of the votes cast, was 
announced by the Chair-as duly elected Book Agent of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 

The Conference then proceeded to take a second ballot for Mission- 
ary Secretary, which resulted as follows: 

Robert A. Young received 100 votes; Joseph S. Key, 89; scattering, — 
5. Total, 194; necessary to a choice, 98. 
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Robert A. Young, having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Secretary of the Board of Missions. 

The Conference proceeded to ballot for a Treasurer of the Board 
of Missions, and the tellers and a ReCreDary were instructed to retire 
and count the votes. : 

Bishop Parker announced the committee appointed to nominate the 
Board of Managers of the Church Extension Society, as follows: 
C. W. Miller, B. M. Messick, W. Burr, G. R. Browder, and A. B. 
Stark. 

The Conference then proceeded to ballot for the Secretary of the 
Church Extension Society, the tellers and a Be retiring to count 
the votes. 2 

The tellers and Secretary, having returned from making the count 
of votes for Treasurer of the Board of Missions, reported as follows: 

D. C. Kelley received 132 votes; J. S. Key, 36; 8. Noland, 13. 
Total, 181; necessary to a choice, 92. 

D. C. Kelley, having received a majority of all the votes cast, was 
declared duly elected Treasurer of the Board of Missions. 

On motion of N. T. Lupton, W. G. E. Cunnyngham was elected, 
viva voce, Editor of Sunday-school Publications. 

On motion, O. P. Fitzgerald was elected, viva voce, Editor of the 
Nashville Christian Advocate. / 

The tellers and Secretary, having returned from making the count 
of votes cast for Secretary of the Church Extension Society, reported 
the result, as follows: 

David Morton received 117 votes; A. R. Winfield, 31; scattering, 
26. Total, 174; necessary to a choice, 88. 

David Morton, having received a majority of the votes cast, was 
announced as duly elected Secretary of the Church Extension So- 


ciety. 
The Conference proceeded to ballot for Book Editor, with the fol- 
lowing result: ~ 


W. P. Harrison received 58 votes; A. M. Shipp, 45; B. Craven, 17; 
R. H. Rivers, 11; R. W. Bigham, 11; J. M. Wright, 11; J. W. Hin- 
ton, 10; pcatterians 19. Total 182; necessary to a eolee 92. No 
aloe: 

M. M. Pugh moved to adjourn, but the motion did not prevail. 

The second ballot for Book Editor was taken, and resulted as fol- 


lows: 


W. P. Harrison received 92 votes; A. M. Shipp, 72; scattering, 12. 
Total, 176; net ey: to a choice, 89. 
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W. P. Harrison, having received a majority of the votes cast, was 
declared duly elected Book Editor. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by A. G. Hay- 
good. 


Tuesday Morning, May 23, 1882. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by T. T. Christian. 

Bishop Granbery took the chair. 

The Minutes of yesterday afternoon were read and approved. 

Bishop Hargrove took the chair. 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 7 of the Committee 
‘on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 7. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence recommend for adop- 
tion the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the General Conference has heard with pleasure the 
fraternal greetings conveyed in the address of Bishop Holsey, of the 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, and in the letter of 
Bishop Hood, of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; and 
heartily reciprocating the kindly feelings of said Churches, as ex- 
pressed in the aforementioned address and letter, we pray that the 
God of all grace may continue to keep and prosper them in every 
good work. A. M. Suipp, Chairman. 


A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 8 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, viz.: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 8. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolution, viz.: z 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to send the fraternal salu- 
tations of this General Conference to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, now in session at Atlanta, 
Ga.; and also to transmit the following to Bishop Foss, our late fra- 
ternal messenger from the Methodist Episcopal Church, viz.: The 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, learns 
with pain of the dangerous illness of Bishop Foss, and sends him 
Christian greeting and sympathy. _ A.M. Surpp, Chairman. 


W. W. Bennett, Chairman, presented Report No. 10 of the Commit- 
tee on Ey.scopacy, which was read. 
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After discussion by J. E. Edwards, J. E. Evans, Guilford Jones, T.. 
F; Mangum, and W. W. Bennett, item 1 of the report was, on motion. 
of C. I. Vandeventer, so amended as to order the republication of the 
Pastoral Address of 1874 in the Discipline. 

Item 2, not requiring action by the Conference, was read for infor- 
mation, and the rules were suspended in order to act upon item 4, as 
it made a change in the Discipline. 

The report, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO: 10. 


The committee have had under consideration a paper signed by P. 
P. Ellis and others, and-referred by the Conference, asking that the 
Pastoral Address of the Bishops, issued in 1874, and inserted in the 
appendix of the present edition of the Discipline, be inserted in the 
next revised edition of the Discipline. The committee recommend 
concurrence. : 

The committee have considered the question of the support of the 
General Superintendents for the next four years, and report as follows: 

The allowance of each General Superintendent shall be $3,000, in- 
cluding traveling expenses: The whole amount necessary for their 
support, and for Mrs. Wightman, is ascertained to be, for the next four 
years, $111,960, and is distributed among the Annual Conferences as 
follows: 


Baltimore Conference: sal. sit se seek ae ease ure ees $1,200 
Pare orntd  COMferen GG. ..5. ta one aw a ceesisis dad Seinteavc sntsewabrdsaee 1,800 
North: Carolina: Conferenee.casosetno. = finch Gan a rene nee 1,750 
South: Carolina’. Conference. 0c. scl ai ieee eas 1,100: 
Notth Georgia. Conference. dian. x3 seams tally ee odeneg ieee 1,750 
South Georgia Conference. ..0.siieg ects seegess oounsasncecdest 1,200 
Florida Conference.............c.ceeeee ee uksnedy Ac eRe 300 
A labanva@on ference v0.2 dunn cdetcuan len eee Reed eens 1,300 
North Alabama Conference.............:cs0000e: Bees 1,000 
ouisiane: Confer an Get: ae dal. cemehepgis meee 800: 
Misxcissippr Conference x iccutity actus. an..aet 950 
North Mississippi Conference......... she dee LS. eBags 1,020 
Metaphis: Con fer emee:scccat dental Saves See raters 1,440 
Tennessee Conferenee:«,.issnei.cctae usher aude edna tiga 1,800 
Holston Conference ..ii5i:tih dete fee eee Pade 1,000: 
Kentucky: Conference, : 00; ...-sn00f Geet gee 960: 
Lousyille Conference. .:i1isctigneabed. adenine dined Agee 1,440 
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South-west Missouri Conference.........s.sscseeseeeueeseees $ 720 
ET se Cla Fe renGGuc ss 25-0 he aac c sow eosaae 8 Tid een se he cecbivee 1,000 
DW eatery Onierani etc. icon Scr Seer Re ic hoon saebens@ans 120 
Weittle Rocke Comteren Ge v.sc ie. sen ose ccc sta paok olen eed ees, 600 
Wrkarisas Conterence.;.. -. 0s.dscs, Mas otbicteh eset 500 
White’ River Conference... Ao i chosen he 500 
Indian Mission Conferenice.. ........00-cs0evscceeccatecteeses 50 
Meas Crom iwbencess ss 2aens hak eo eeds anual hidiovs haw hak at (O80 
North Texas Conference............. RESO AE Re anh 540 
North-west Texas Conference..........cececcserscesevecseves 57d 
Bast ALORA OM TEP EMCO at sass oad ski busn cw dasieneoedeacoecs 825 
West Dexas Conference ayiesisciipense di weoheess riektere ee 240 
Cookman bia, Con teremeeiicsk. i 55 ciie sds oe sak N's ndicanp Seeds aedens 60 
revere MU NII ENCOSA eee Jai Fonh ind occ cease wwhdE AoE 180 
Pps Anigshes Oonlerene a4 ss ssasehinse ss nspnn oth sai Teens 30 
Pilar on enone eh ion, Boo Pls cua Polson vas ots keto d tens 200 
German Mission Conference. .s.ccicsess iscecsccsenuuacesescs 100 
Menwweri@onikeren Ges, ce pean sere somal os ea 60 
Montana Conference.........sccse0ce0e BE eat ae 30 

, - Western. Virginia Conference.......00....sssscseceerreeeene 300 

Petal Catal Gan, 0 hove tect cee enue ibe aac ee geaees $27,990 


The committee recommend the following for adoption by the Con-- 
ference: 

Whereas the Discipline requires the Board of Finance of Annual 
Conferences shall send to the Book Agent their receipts for payments 
on Bishops’ Fund; and whereas the Discipline also requires of the 
Bishops to report to the Book Agent the amount received by them of 
the several Annual Conferences; therefore, 

resolved, 1. That the Book Agent, as Treasurer of the Bishops’ 
Fund, is hereby instructed to make an annual settlement with the 
Bishops, and to report the same to the General Conference. 

2. That the balance of $1,022.46, now in the hands of the Bishops 
as a balance; shall be charged up to them as part payment of their 
salaries for the ensuing year. In case of the death of a Bishop dur- 
ing the year, his widow shall be allowed his full salary to the end of the 
‘year, and after that the allowance of his widow shall be $1000 a year. 

Respectfully submitted. W. W. Bennett, Chairman. 

J. W. Hinton, Secretary. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 11 of the Committee. 
on Itinerancy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 
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COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 11. 

Your committee notes with pleasure the improvement in Journals 

of the Annual Conferences. There is a more complete record of pro- 

ceedings, greater uniformity of method, and such marginal notes as 

facilitate reference. It is believed that these results are largely due 

to the action of the General Conferences of 1866-1878. . 

That all Journals may be correctly kept, your committee begs leave 
to submit the following Rules, which, with some modifications now 
made, have heretofore been enacted by the General Conference: 

1. The Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences are hereby 
instructed to record in their Conference Journals respectively all the 
acts of the Conference of every kind whatever, in the order of their 
occurrence, or in an appendix ; especially all complaints, charges, and 
specifications, with the decisions in all such cases; and also all resolu- 
tions, reports of committees, statistics, memoirs of deceased ministers, 
and the appointments of preachers, and whatever else enters into and 
constitutes a complete historical record of each annual session. 

2. The several Annual Conferences are hereby instructed to require 
their Secretaries to conform their Journals to the plan indicated in 
Rule 1. BS 

3. Reports of standing committees and statistics may be recorded 
in the appendix, but other matter should, when practicable, be record- 
ed in the body of the Journal. 

4. The Bishops are hereby instructed to supervise the Conference 
Journals; to direct the Secretaries to the requirements of the General 
Conference as to the manner of keeping their Journals; to supply the 
Secretaries with copies of their decisions on all questions of law sub- 
mitted to them in an Annual Conference ; and to affix their signatures 
in all cases to the Minutes of the Conferences over which they pre- 
side. 

5. The Secretaries are hereby directed to keep up a running-head- 
ing from page to page of the Journals, stating the date of the Confer- 
ence session; also, to make such marginal notes of the matter in the 
body of the Journal as will facilitate reference thereto. 

6. In all cases where an approved examination is required upon the 
Course of Study, prescribed by the Bishops as a condition precedent 
to reception on trial, continuance on trial, election to deacon’s and 
elder’s orders, etc., the Secretary is hereby directed to record the fact 
of such examination; and also of the recommendation of a Quarterly 
Conference, where such recommendation is required by law. 

7. In the event of the failure of a Bishop, in reporting ordinations 
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to the Annual Conference, to mention who are traveling and who are 
local preachers, it is hereby made the duty of the Secretary to make 
such discrimination in his record. 

8. It is the duty of the Secretary to record all the disciplinary ques- 
tions, under which the business of the Conference is to be transacted, 
in full, and with their appropriate numerical notation; and it is spe- 
cially directed that business appropriate under one question shall nei- 
ther be transacted nor recorded under another. 

The attention of Bishops and Secretaries is directed particularly to 
this rule. 

9. The fact that the application of a local deacon for elder’s orders 
is duly accompanied by “a note certifying his belief in the doctrine 
and discipline of our Church” is to be recorded: by the Secretary. 

10. It is directed that in all elections of delegates to the General 
Conference there shall be made a full record of the aggregate number 
of clerical and lay members, as well as the number of delegates to 
which the Conference is entitled, the number of ballots cast, the num- 
ber requisite for election, the number of votes given for each respect- 
ively, the declaration of election before the Conference by the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, with any other facts accompanying, as, for 
example, whether the election, in accordance with the Discipline, was 
by the same body, “in Conference assembled,” under the President of 
the Conference, or in rooms apart of clerical and lay votes respectively, 
in violation of the Discipline. 

11. The Secretaries of the Annual Conferences are requested to use 
such books for their records as will conveniently comprise the regu- 
lar proceedings of the four annual sessions, coming between the ses-— 
sions of the General Conference, with the appendix for reports, ete., 
so that only one book of medium size shall be necessary to be for- 
warded to the General Conference for the use of the Committee on 
Itinerancy. ‘ 

12. The Bishops are directed to require Secretaries of Annual Con- 
ferences to read these rules in their several Conferences immediately 
after the organization thereof. 

13. After a Journal has been submitted for examination no cor- 
rection or addition shall be made to it. The report must show the 
condition of the Journal as it was placed in the hands of the com- 
mittee. 

14. The Bishops are blerabiy requested to call attention of the Sec- 
retaries, when reading the Minutes of daily sessions for approval of 
the Conference, to any omissions of names, questions, or facts, or to 
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the insertion of any thing in the record in violation of the require- 
ments.of the Discipline, or in conflict with any resolutions, adopted by 
the General Conference, respecting the duties of Secretaries in keep- 
ing the Journal of an Annual Conference. 

15. The General Book Agent at Nashville is hereby instructed to 
print on convenient slips of paper these rules and directions, which 
shall by him be furnished to the Bishops, and also to the Secretaries 
of the several Annual Conferences, who shall paste the same in their 
Journals for constant reference. SamuEL Ropaesrs, Chairman. 

D. C. Kelley, Chairman, presented-Report No. 10 of the Committee 
on Missions, which was read, and lies on the ee under the rule. 

_ The following paper was read: 

To the Fathers and Brethren in General Conference assembled. 

The following action was taken by the General Executive Associa- 
tion of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and ordered to be presented to the General Conference 
for immediate action: 

Resolved, That we are willing to work under our present Constitu- 
tion the ensuing four years, unless the General Conference decide to 
the contrary. Mrs. JuniAna Hayes, President. 

Mrs. F. A. Burier, Recording Secretary. 

Miss M. L.,Greson, Assistant Secretary. 

T. M. Cobb, agent, presented a report in relation to the bequest of 
J.J. Bearden, of Batesville, Mo. 

On motion of J. Stokes, T. M. Cobb was continued the agent, with 
plenary powers in the case. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Missions was taken up and adopt- 
ed, as follows: 


\ 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 1. 


Vor committee having carefully considered the recommendations 


“and suggestions contained in the Episcopal Address, touching the for-. 


mation of Annual Conferences in the interests of our missionary work 
in China and Mexico, beg leave to report the following resolution; 
Lesolved, That the College of Bishops be authorized—the Board of 
Missions concurring—to organize Annual Conferences in China and 
Central Mexico during the next quadrennium; that it is advisable to 
organize the Conference in China as soon as it may be practicable. 
D. C. Ketiny, Chairman. 
Report No. 1 of the Committee on Revisal was taken up and adopt- 
ed, as follows: 


aS, 
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COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 1. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have con- 
sidered that portion-of the Bishops’ Address in which attention is 
called to the “undue facility with which supernumeraries and super- 
annuates are made,” and the evils flowing therefrom, and would re- 
spectfully recommend that the Discipline be amended as follows: 1. 
As answer 2 to the question, “ What is a supernumerary preacher?” 


- Section [X., Chapter IIL., page 96, insert the following: “A supernu- 


merary relation shall not be granted by an Annual Conference, except 
on the recommendation of a committee on Conference relations, to be 
appointed by the Conference, consisting of not less than seven mem- 
bers, to whom such application shall have been referred. Nor shall 


said committee, in making up their decision, take into consideration 


any thing else than the personal disability of the applicant: provided, 
however, that in case said committee report adversely, the Conference 
may by a vote of not less than three-fourths of the members present 
grant said application.” The present question 2 in the foregoing sec- 
tion to be numbered 3. 2. As-answer 2 to question, “ What is a su- 
perannuated preacher?” Section X., Chapter III., page 97, insert the 
following: “A superannuated relation shall not be granted by an An- 
nual Conference, except on the recommendation of a committee on 
Conference relations, to be appointed by the Conference, consisting 0: 


‘not less than seven members, to whom such application shall hav» 


been referred. Nor shall said committee, in making up their decision, 


take into consideration any thing else than this question, viz., Is th» 


applicant really worn out in the itinerant service? Provided, however, 
that in case said committee report adversely, the- Conference may, by 
a vote of not less than three-fourths of the members present, grant 
said application.” ‘The present question 2 in the foregoing section to 
be numbered 3. : 

The committee have also considered a resolution offered by E. E. 
‘Hoss and E. E. Wiley, asking that the Discipline be amended so that 


“none shall be entitled to the supernumerary or superannuated rela- 


tion who have not completed the full Course of Study prescribed for 


under-graduates,” and recommend that this Conference do not concur. 


P. A. Prererson, Chairman. 
Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries was taken from the table. 
Pending the discussion on item 1 of the report, the order of the 


day, the election of a Board of Managers for the Church Extension 


Society, was considered, and the committee to nominate a Board made 
their report. 


2 


* 


; 
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The report was recommitted with instructions to report the names 
of the three officers necessary to the organization of the Board. 
H.C. Morrison was placed-on the Committee of Nomination instead 
of A. B. Stark, absent. | 
Consideration of Report No. 1 of the Committee on Boundaries was. 
_ resumed, and the report was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 1. 


G. R. Browder, Chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, made 
the following report. 

Your committee have considered the following papers, viz. : 

1. Memorial from Girard Church, Columbus District, South Georgia 
Conference, asking that the State line between Alabama and Georgia 
at that point be made the boundary line between the South Georgia 
and Alabama Conferences, : 

2. Memorial from Missouri Conference, asking permission to divide 
itself into two Conferences, if deemed desirable. 

3. Petition froni North Alabama Conference, asking the transfer . 
‘of certain territory to them belonging to the North Mississippi Con- 
ference, embracing the city of Columbus, Miss. 

4. Petition from Prairie Circuit, East Texas Conference, asking to 
be transferred to North Texas Conference. 

We recommend concurrence in the first and second, and non-con- 
currence in the third and fourth. G. R. Browprer, Chairman, 

Irvin’ Mruter, Secretary. 


On motion of J. E. Edwards, the Conference resolved’ to hold an 
afternoon session, beginning at 3 o’clock. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Revisal was taken from the table. 
and considered. 

J. H. Edwards moved to disagree to the recommendation of the 
committee requiring Secretaries of the Church Conferences to present 
the Church Register and Records of Church Conferences to the Third 
Quarterly Conference for inspection. 

The motion did not prevail—ayes 88, noes 91. 

Item 1 was then adopted, ayes 90, noes 88. 

Item 2 was adopted, ayes 101, noes 93. 

The committee appointed to nominate a Board of Managers for the: 
Church Extension Society reported the following names, which were 
ecxfirmed by the Conference, viz. : 

President, James S. Lithgow, Louisville, Ky. 

Vice-president, Presley Meguiar, Louisville, Ky. 
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Treasurer, John W. Proctor, Danville, Ky. 
epotelaey: David Morton, Louisville, Ky. 
MANAGERS. 

James G. Carter, Louisville, Ky. 

Charles B. Seymour, Louisville, Ky. 

J. C. Woodward, Lexington, Ky. 

F. B. Carroll, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

G. D. Shands, Senatobia, Miss. r 

C. I. Vandeventer, St. Joseph, Mo. 

C.-E. Brown, North-west Texas. 

J. C. Morris, Louisville, Ky. 

H. C. Settle, Louisville, Ky. 

W. T. Harris, Brownsville, Tenn. 

W. F. Compton, Ukiak, Cal. 

Joseph Emory, Corvalis, Oregon. 

James H, Carlisle, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Consideration of Report No. 2 of the Committee on Revisal was 
resumed. 

Item 3 was adopted. 

Pending the farther consideration of the report, the hour of ad- 
journment arrived, and the Conference adjourned, with the benedic- 
tion by Bishop Hargrove. - 


Tuesday Afternoon, May 23, 1882. 
Conference met at 3 o’clock p.m., Bishop MeTyeire in the chair. 
Divine service was conducted by J. D. Shaw. 
The Minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 
“Bishop McTyeire announced the safe arrival at his home of the 
venerable Bishop Paine, whose extreme feebleness would not permit a 
farther attendance upon the sessions of the Conference. 
The following resolution was presented and adopted : 
Whereas we have heard of the death of the wife of the Rev. John 
A. Thompson, a member of this Conference: therefore, 
Resolved, That we tender to him the sympathies of this body in his 
sad bereavement. Anson West, J. B. STEVENSON, 
L. M. Witson, -E. A. PowExt. 
E. H. Moore was granted leave of absence on account of the death 
of his sister. 
The consideration of Report No. 2 of the Committee on Revisal was 
resumed. 
Item 4 was adopted, ayes 90, noes 63. 
10 


/ 
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Items 5 and 6 were adopted. 

M. S. Andrews moved to substitute for item 7 the following: Amend 
Section V. by adding, “except as provided in Section IV., paragraph 
8, on page 198.” This motion was adopted. 

Items 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, were read and adopted. 

W. H. Potter moved to postpone the whole report indefinitely. The 
motion did not prevail. 

Anson West moved to lay the report on the table. The motion did 
not prevail. 

On motion, the report as amended was adopted, ayes 123, noes 52. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 2. 


The Committee on Revisal would respectfully report that they have 
duly considered the suggestions contained in the Bishops’ Address in 
regard to the supervision of the records of the Church, Quarterly, 
and District Conferences, and recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing regulations : 

On page 67 of the Discipline add as item 7 in the order of the 
Church Conference business, the following: “It shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Church Conference to present his Church Regis- 
_ter and the records of Church Conferences to the Third Quarterly 
Conference for inspection.” 

On page 62 of the Discipline, in the order of Qharany Conference 
business, change question 15 so that it shall read: “Is there a Church 
Register and a record of Church Conferences, and have they been 
faithfully kept?” [The Conference shall cause these records to be 
examined. | 

On page 116 of the Discipline, add to the answer to question 5 
these words, “and-at the District Conference for examination,” so that 
the answer shall read thus: “To present the records of the Quarterly 
Conference, and to report to the Joint Board of Finance of the An- 
nual Conference a full account of the acts of his Board of Stewards 
the preceding year, and to have the same at the Quarterly Confer- 
ence and at the District Conference for examination.” 

On page 51 of the Discipline insert as answer 8 to question 8, in 
the order of business in the Annual Conferences, the following : “ Let 
every Annual Conference examine the records of District Confer- 
ences,” the present answers 3, 4, and 5, to be numbered 4, 5, and 6. 

On page 78 of the Discipline, at the close of answer 9 to question 
1, concerning the duties of Presiding Elder, add these words, “and 
have the records of his District Conference at the Annual Conference 


j 
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for examination,” 


so that the answer shall read: “To procure at the 
Fourth Quarterly Conference full statistics from every charge, to be 
reported at the Annual Conference in case the preacher in charge fail 
to make his report; and have the records of his District Conference ° 
at the Annual Conference for examination.” - 

We have considered a paper signed by B. F. Alexander, P. P. Ellis, 
and C. W. Carter, and one by J. H. H. Figgatt, proposing a change 
of Discipline, page 59, Section IV., Chapter IL., answer 8 to question 
4,in the order of Quarterly Conference business, so as to make the 
Recording Steward the recorder of the proceedings of the Quarterly 
Conference, and recommend that the said answer 8 be so amended as 
to read thus: “To see that all its proceedings are faithfully kept by 
the Secretary of the Conference, and properly signed by the President 
and Seeretary, to be recorded by the Recording Steward in a book 
kept by him for that purpose.” 

We recommend that Section V. be amended as follows: “except 
as provided in Section IV., paragraph 3, page 198.” x 

We recommend the adoption by this Conference of the resolution of — 
P. A. Peterson and W. W. Walker, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Book Editor be requested to number the para- 
graphs in future editions of the Discipline, consecutively through the 
entire book, regardless of the divisions into chapters and sections; and za 
also to give in the index-references the number of the paragraph in- 
stead of the pages. 

The committee disapprove the resolution of J. 8. Kennedy propos- 

ing an amendment of the Discipline requiring that a collection be 
taken in each pastoral charge to defray expenses of the delegates to 
the General Conference, deeming it best to leave this matter with the 
several Annual Conferences, and therefore recommend non-concur- 
rence. - 
The committe recommend non-concurrence in the resolution offered 
by J. S. Kennedy and T. P. Summers, proposing to change answer 1 
to question 1, Section II., Chapter II., page 42 of the Discipline, by 
striking out the words “one of whom may be a local preacher.” 

The committee also recommend non-concurrence in the resolution 
signed by the same, proposing a change in answer 1, question I, Sec- 
tion I., page 34 of the Disp ne, by striking out the clause “one 
may te a local preacher.” 

We recommend non-concurrence in the paper of William Allen and 
J. M. Binkley, proposing a change of punctuation in Articles of Re- 
ligion I. and XVII., as follows: “Omitting the comma which follows 
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the word things, in Article I., and the comma which follows the word 
regeneration, in Article XVIL es : 

John Adams and §. W. Turner ask that Church Conferences be em- 
powered to strike from the Church-rolls those who habitually neglect 
public worship and the social meetings of the Church. We recom- 
mend non-concurrence. 

B. F. Alexander and C. W. Carter ask that, in connection with the 
order of business in Quarterly Conferences, a note be placed at the 
bottom of page 63, to read as follows: “The questions followed by fig- 
ures are to be asked at the Quarterly Conferences, indicated by the 
numbers, at the discretion of the President.” We recommend non- 
concurrence. 

A resolution signed by the same asks that answer 6 to question 1, 
Section III.,-Chapter III., page 77 of the Discipline, be amended by 
striking out the words “and the publication at our own press of tracts 
and Sunday-school books.” We recommend non-concurrence. 

A resolution (without a signature) was sent to the committee asking 
that the General Conference legalize the appointment of women as 
Sunday-school superintendents. Believing that uo legislation is called 
for on this subject, we recommend non-conéurrence. 

No action is deemed necessary on the papers of H. J. Adams and 
W. A. Turner in relation to supernumeraries and superannuates, as 
the subject has already been reported upon by your committee. 

The resolution of William Allen asking that reference or proof texts 
be added to our Articles of Religion is not approved, and we therefore 
recommend non-concurrence. 

_P. A. Perersoy, Chairman. 

R. H. Powell was granted leave of absence. 

P. A. Peterson moved to reconsider Report No. 1 of the Committee 
on Reyvisal, and the motion prevailed. 

The following amendment to the report was then offered: Strike out 
“no application for,” and insert “a supernumerary, relation shall not.” 
The amendment was adopted. 

~The report, as amended, was adopted. 

Report No. 10 of the Committee on Missions was taken from the 
table. 

Articles I., IL., III, and IV. were adopted. 

Article V. was amended by inserting “five” instead of “three,” and 
then the Article was adopted. 

Article VI. was adopted. 

On motion of N. Scarritt, Article VII. was amended by adding the 


- 
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words “from devises and bequests” after the word “fees,” and the 
Article, so amended, was adopted. 
N. Scarritt moved to amend Article VIII. by inserting, after the 
word “Treasurer,” the words “and supervise the general work of the 
Society.” 

Pending the consideration of Article VIII. a motion to adjourn pre- 
vailed, and the Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
McTyeire. a 

‘Wednesday Morning, May 24, 1882, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, 8:30 A.m., Bishop Pierce in 
the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by W. H. Browning. ay 

The Minutes of yesterday afternoon were read and approved. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, and consideration of Report 
No. 10 of the Committee on Missions was resumed. 

The question pending was the amendment of N. Scarritt to Article 
VIIL. , 

J. E. Evans moved to lay the amendment on the table, and the mo- 
tion prevailed. ‘ 

On motion, Article VIII. was adopted. 

Articles [X., X., and XI. were adopted. 

The following substitute for Article XIJ. was adopted: “An Auditor 
‘shall be elected to audit the accounts of the Society.” 

Article XIII. was read, amended, and adopted, as follows: “When 
vacancies occur in the interval of the annual meetings, the Board shall 
fill such vacancies till the annual meeting.” 

Article XIV. was amended and adopted. 

Report No. 10 of the Committee on Missions was then adopted as a 
whole, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 10. 

In view of the fact that the women in most heathen countries are 
accessible only to teachers of their own sex, the women of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, are hereby authorized to organize spe- 
cial missionary agencies under the following Constitution : 

Articin I. This Society shall be called “The Woman’s Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” 

Art. Ii. The objects of this Society shall be to enlist and unite the 
efforts of women and. children in sending the gospel to women and 
children in heathen lands, through the agency of female missionaries, 
teachers, physicians, and Bible-readers. 


+ 
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Art. III. The work shall be accomplished by organizing Societies 
in each charge, and Conference Societies in, each Conference, and shall 
be controlled by an executive body to be known as “The Woman’s 
Board of Missions ;” all these to be constituted as directed hereafter. 

Arr. IV. The operations of this Woman’s Board shall be conducted 
in connection with the Parent Board of Missions, and subject to its 
advice and approval. When appropriations are made, the funds shall 
be sent through the Treasurer of the Parent Board to missions under 
its charge, to be used for no other purposesthan those designated by 
the Woman’s Board. 

Art. V. The Board shall consist of a President, a Vice-president, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and five 
Managers (to be elected quadrennially), and the Corresponding Secre- 
taries, or alternates, of the Conference Societies. The Secretary of 
the Board of Missions shall be an honorary member of the Woman’s 
Board. 

Art. VI. The Woman’s Board shall meet annually to determine 
what fields shall be occupied, the number of persons to be employed 
in each, and to estimate and appropriate the amount necessary for the 


support of the missions under its charge. A majority shall constitute 


a quorum to transact business at the annual meetings; five shall be a 


quorum for monthly or called meetings. The transactions of the 


monthly or called meetings shall be subject to the approval or disap- 
proval of the ensuing annual meeting. 

Art. VII. The funds of this Board shall be derived from private 
efforts; from membership, life and honorary membership fees; from 


devises and bequests, and from public collections only at meetings 


appointed in behalf of the Society. 


Art. VIII. The President shall preside at all meetings, and coun-. 


tersign all drafts on the treasury. In her absence the Vice-president 
shall preside, and in the absence of both a chairman shall be appoint- 
ed pro tem. « 


Art. [X. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the corre- 


spondence, attend to all legal business, prepare the annual report, and 


publish quarterly a statement of the condition of the work. The- 


Corresponding Secretary shall reside where the Board of Missions is 
located. 


Art. X. The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the Board in safe 
deposit, which deposit shall be made by her as Treasurer, subject to 
authenticated drafts. She shall furnish annual and quarterly reports,. 


to be published with those of the Corresponding Secretary. 
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Art. XI. The Recording Secretary shall keep the Minutes of all 
meetings in a permanent record, and obtain the signature of the Pres- 
ident as approved. 

Art. XII. An Auditor shall be elected to audit the accounts of the 
Society. 

Arr. XIE. When - vacancies occur in the interval of the annual 
meetings, the Board shall fill said vacancies until the next annual 
meeting. 

Art. XIV. Two of the five Managers shall be members of any one 
of the Auxiliary Societies at the place where the Board of Missions is 
located, and the remaining three shall represent severally the Eastern, 
the Southern, and the Western sections of the home field. 

D. C. Ketury, Chairman. 


‘The Chair called for reports of standing committees. 
S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 12 of the Committee 
on Itinerancy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 12. 


Your committee respectfully submit the following report: 

The North Carolina Conference Journal has been kept with mucli 
eare, the Secretary sparing no pains that he might have a perfect 
Journal. There are but few errors, and these of a minor character. 
Headings, marginal notes, and appendix, conform to the rules for the 
guidance of Secretaries. ” 

Pages 496-509. Greater explicitness would have Etied the admin- 
istration in a clearer light; but even in this case the record does not 
seem to call for any formal criticism. 

North Mississippi Conference Journal.—This Journal is above the 
average for neatness and correctness. Running-headings are wanting 
throughout. Marginal notes are not so full as desired in order to ready 
reference. 

Excepting the Minutes for 1881, the penmanship is elegant, and 
the work free from blots, erasures, or interlineations. 

For the most part the questions are all fully written, and the Min- 
ute business transacted under the proper heads. 

In one instance question 16 (Who are located?) is answered by giv- 
ing the name of a brother, without any statement as to whether it was 
by his request, or by order of the Conference. 

In 1879, visiting committees to institutions of learning are not re- 
corded, but are reported lost. 

In 1881, the roll was called at the opening of the session, and sub- 
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sequently, but the names of members do not appear in the Minutes, 
They are found elsewhere in the Journal. 

Page 355, election of lay delegates apart from the Conference- -room, 
at the same time that clerical delegates were elected. The election 
was presided over by Judge H. W. Foote. ‘ 

In cases where complaints were preferred, and investigating commit- 
tees reported trials necessary, no one was appointed to prosecute. 

In many instances, reports of committees are declared adopted, but 
nothing is said as to where they are. No mention is made of said re- 
ports being recorded in an appendix. 

Reports for 1881 not found anywhere. 

SAMUEL RopceErs, Chairman. 

H. F. Johnson, Chairman, presented Report No. 3 of the Committee 
on the Bible Cause, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE, REPORT NO. 3 


The Bible is the foundation of our holy religion. It is the base of 
operations in all Christian enterprises at home and abroad—the sine 
qua non in every Church-work, and in personal and family religion as 

well. It is the great source of the principles of civil law and civil 
- government, and is the first factor in the advance of Christian civil- 
ization over the world. 

. The multiplication and distribution of the Bible until it shall be 
red in every spoken language and dialect, and a copy placed in 
every family throughout the world, is an undertaking superlatively 
grand in its conception, and worthy of the united prayers and labors 
of all Churches, the full accomplishment of which would thrill earth 
and heaven with joy. 

The American Bible Society has this work in hand. It may be 
truly called the greatest of all missionary movements, foreign and 
domestic, in our land. We rejoice in its past history, and pray iat 
God may bless its future a thousand-fold more. 

In reference to the paper of Dr. Savage, suggesting a more definite 
plan for collections for the Society, we recommend ie adoption of the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That we most cordially commend to all our congrega- 
tions the American Bible Society as well deserving the support of all 
Christian people. 

2. That we recommend to our pastors to give to their congregations. 
so far as practicable, the privilege of contributing to the Bible cause. ~ 

3. That we have greatly enjoyed the visit of Dr. A. S. Hunt, one 
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-of the Corresponding Secretaries of the Society, and will always wel- 
come him in our midst, and that a copy of this report be furnished 
him to be presented to the Board of Managers. 

Respectfully submitted. -H. F. Jounson, Chairman. 


The following resolution was adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That this General Conference authorize the een Con- 
‘ferences owning and publishing Church-papers to report to this Con- 
ference, through their delegations, the editors chosen for their respect- 
ive papers. J. D. Saaw, 

Jo B/CEY, 

W. W. Bennett moved to suspend the rules in order to take from 
the table Report No. 3 of the Committee on Education. The motion 
‘did not prevail. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee en Missions was taken from the 
table, read, and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 2. 


The Committee on Missions beg leave to report that they have had 
under patient consideration the memorial of the West Texas delega- 
tion. to this General Conference, asking the organization of an Annual 
Conference to embrace the Mexican work within the bounds of the 
West Texas Conference and the Border Mexican States, and to be 
_known as the Mexican Border Mission Conference. After full and 
“free discussion, would respectfully and unanimously make, in regard 
to the organization of this Conference, the same general recommenda- 
tion as-was contained in our report No. 1 with reference to China and 
‘Central Mexico. 

We recommend the adoption of the resolution of L. M. Wilson and 
W. A. McCarty, asking that a column’ be added to our statistical re- 
ports for the Annual Conferences by which the amounts contributed 
by the women of the Chureh may be properly credited. to the several 
‘Churches with which woman’s missionary societies are connected. 

With the “petition to adopt plan for colored missions,” signed W. — 
J. Joyee, your committee beg leave to recommend non-concurrence. 
Our non-concurrence is with the plan proposed, not with the purpose 
indicated. D. C. Ketiey, Chairman. 


Report No. 3 of the Committee on Publishing Interests was taken 
from the table and considered: 

N. T. Lupton moved to strike out all of the report contained in the 
preamble, and the motion prevailed. 

The first resolution was read. 
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P. A. Peterson moved to lay the whole matter on the table. The 
motion did not prevail. 

T. T. Christian offered as a substitute for the report, the following: 

- Resolved, That the College of Bishops appoint a commission of seven 
to revise the Hymn-book of the Church, and publish a new standard 
hymn-book for the use of the whole Church. 

The substitute was rejected. 

The first resolution was then adopted. 

The second resolution was read, and, on motion, it was amended by 
striking out the words “to be elected,” and substituting the words, “to 
be appointed by the Bishops;” and the resolution, so amended, was 
adopted. 

The following are the resolutions as adopted : 

Resolved, 1. That the General Conference hereby authorizes the re- 
vision and improvement of the abridged Hymn-book now in use, if it 
can be done with advantage, or, if it cannot, the compilation and pub- 
lication of a book of the same size, or smaller, and upon a similar 
plan, and to be sold at the same price. 

2. That a committee of five be appointed by the Bishops, who shall 
be charged with the duty of carrying into effect the foregoing resolu- 
tion: provided that the compilation or revision made by the said 
committee shall not be published until it has been submitted to and 
approved by a majority of the Bishops. 

W. W. Bays, alternate, took the place of F. Richardson, clerical. 
delegate from the Holston Conference. 

J. W. Carnes, alternate, took the place of A. H. Quillian, clerical 
delegate from the Denver Conference. 

Report No. 5 of the Committee on Itinerancy was taken up, and 
the report of the committee, with an accompanying report of a minor-- 
ity, considered. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the minority report was laid on the 
table. Z 
The report of the majority of the committee was then adopted, as 
follows : 

COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 5 


Your committee have had referred to them several. papers, prin- 
cipally from members of the Holston Conference, asking modification 
in the appointment of Presiding Elders, so that no man can be ap~ 
pointed to the office more than four years successively. We respect- 
fully recommend non-concurrence. 

SamuEL Ropeers, Chairman. 
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On motion of J. E. Edwards, the Conference resolved to hold an 
afternoon session, beginning at 8 o’clock. 

Report No. 3 of the Committee on Missions was taken from the 
table and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 3. 

The Committee on Missions have had under consideration the fol- 
lowing papers referred to them: 

1. A memorial from the North Carolina Conference respecting our 
missionary work. 

2. Resolution of P. A. Peterson and Richard Irby in relation to 
having in each Conference a sermon on Missions at the annual session. 

Your committee submit the following: In common with the memo- 
rialists, your committee are painfully impressed with the meager and 
inadequate sum raised by our Connection compared with the pressing 
wants of the mission-work. The harvest truly is great, but the la- 
borers are few. The cry is heard, coming up from the dark regions. 
of the earth, “Come over and help us!” and this cry is sounding,. 
sounding in the ears of Christian men and women. How shall we re- 
spond? How shall we raise our contributions to one dollar per mem- 
‘ber, and increase our missionary fund to eight hundred thousand dol- 
- lars a year? By what words, by what methods, shall we attain nearer: 
to the standard of duty? To solve these inquiries, your committee 
respectfully recommend: That it shall be the duty of each Bishop pre- 
siding in an Annual Conference to see to it that a day shall be set 
apart, to be known as “ Missionary Day,” in which earnest inquiry be 
instituted into the best methods of raising funds for missions, and of 
infusing and diffusing in the mind of the Church an earnest, health- 
ful, and scriptural interest in this great work, and that there be such 
religious exercises connected therewith as the said Annual Conference: 
may direct; also hold the usual missionary anniversary. That each 
presiding officer of a District Conference shall provide for holding a 
special missionary service during the Conference session. 

D. C. Keniry, Chairman. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries was taken from the 
table. . 

Item 1 was read as follows: 

1. Memorial from North Alabama Conference, asking restoration: 
of boundary line between North Alabama and North Mississippi Con- 
ferences, to the State line, as said boundary line existed prior to the 
meeting of the General Conference at Atlanta in 1878. We recom- 
mend that said request be granted. 
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A minority report was*taken from the table and read, as follows: 
The undersigned members of the Committee on Boundaries respect- 
fully present this minority report on the subject of changing the line 
between the North Alabama and North Mississippi Conferences, and 
ask that the petition be not granted, for the following reasons, to wit: 
1. The said territory is a small strip of country about four by six 
miles, cut off from the North Alabama Conference by the Tombigbee 
River, and can be served more conveniently by the North Mississippi 
Conference. 2. The members of the Church within that territory are 
satisfied with their present relation, and do not desire any change. 
H. W. Foors, J. W. Proctor, 
A. C. MrrcHetit, T. SHACKELFORD. 
H. W. Foote moved to substitute the minority report for that of 
ithe majority. . 
Pending consideration of the subject the hour of adjournment ar- 
rived, and the Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
Kavanaugh. 


Wednesday Afternoon, May 24, 1882. 


Conference met at 3 o’clock p.m., Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by 8S. H. Babcock. 

The Minutes of the morning session were read and confirmed. 

J. E. Edwards moved that when we adjourn it be to meet at 8 
o’clock p.m. The motion prevailed. are 9 

Leave of absence was granted to J. A. Parker and C. G. Andrews. 

Under the call for reports of standing committees, 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 9 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 9. 


Your Committee on Fraternal Correspondence beg leave to report 
for adoption the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the second Wednesday of the General Conference, 
to be held in the city of Richmond, Va., in May, 1886, is suggested as 
the day-for the reception of fraternal delegates, and that the evening 
of that day, and such other evenings as the Conference may order, 
shall be set apart for listening to addresses from delegations, and that 
all bodies in correspondence with us, be fully advised in our letters 
and by our visiting delegates of the day ordered by this body for 
the reception of fraternal delegates, their letters, and their words of 
greeting. A. M. Sapp, Chairman. 

[The place of holding the General Conference in 1886 not having 
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been selected at the time of adopting this report, the Editor has filled 
the blank with the name of the city chosen the ce day.—Boox 
Epiror. | ‘ 

The following resolutions were read and unanimously adopted by a 
rising vote: 

Resolved, 1. That we, the members of this General Conference, tender 
to the citizens, Churches, and pastors of Nashville our hearty thanks 
for the kind, generous, and delightful manner in which they have re- 
ceived and entertained us in their hospitable homes and churches. 

2. That our thanks are due to the railroad officials, as well as to the 
daily papers of the city, and the Daily Advocate for faithful reports 
and kindly notices, THEO. TURNBULL, .J. W. PAULETT, 

PP... DLLs, - T. J. MaGruper. 

An invitation to the General Conference, to hold its next session in 
Nashville, was presented by Jordan Stokes, but, after some discussion, 
it was withdrawn. 

The. consideration of Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries 
was resumed, the pending question being a motion to substitute the 
’ minority report for item 1 of the majority report. 

The motion to substitute the minority report for item 1 of the ma- 
jority report prevailed—ayes 59, noes 56. 

Items 2, 3, and 4 were read and adopted. 

Item 5 was read, when R. Hiner moved as a substitute for this item 
that the Bishops be authorized to organize an Eastern Kentucky Con- 
ference, if in their judgment they think best, during the ensuing quad- 
rennium. 

The substitute did not prevail. , 

Item 5 was adopted. 

Item 6 was amended, on motion of I. G. John, and adopted. 
~ The report, as amended, was then adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 2. 

Your committee have had before them and duly considered the fol- 
lowing papers: 

1. Memorial from North Alabama Conference asking restoration of 
boundary line between North Alabama and North Mississippi Confer- 
ences, to the State line, as said boundary line existed prior to the meet- 
ing of the General Conference at Atlanta in 1878. We recommend 
~ that said request be not granted. 

2. Memorial from Arkansas Conference as to change of bound- 
ary between Arkansas and White River Conferences. We recom- 
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mend the following change, viz.: Start at the mouth of Sillamore and 
run up the South Sillamore to line of Range Twelve; thence due south 
with range line to Little Red River; thence down Little Red River to 
Miller’s Ferry, to the present line. ; 

3. Memorial from White River Conference, asking transfer to them 
of part of Remmiscott county, Missouri—now in St. Louis Conference. 
We recommend said request be not granted. 

4, Memorial from Columbia Conference, asking that all ‘that part 
of California north of Scott’s Mountain to the State line—now belong- 
ing to Columbia Conference—be remanded to the Pacific Conference, 
and that Idaho Territory be added to Columbia Conference. We rec- 
ommend concurrence therein. 

5. Memorial from the Quarterly Conference of West Liberty Dis- 
trict, Kentucky Conference, asking for a new Conference in Eastern 
Kentucky. We recommend non-concurrence therein. 

6. Memorial from West Texas and Texas Conferences, asking cer- 
tain changes in boundary lines. Concurred in, and the following 
changes are recommended: 

First. Substitute the following, paragraph 31 of appendix to Disci- 
pline, page 345, for the first twelve lines, and to the word “thence” in — 
the thirteenth line, ‘ North-west Texas Conference shall be bounded 
as follows, viz.: Beginning on the Trinity River at the south-east cor- 
ner of Navarro county, and running thence on the south line of said 
county to the north-east corner of Limestone county; thence on 
the east line of Limestone (including those parts of Wortham and 
Mexico Circuits that are situated within Freestone county), to a 
point opposite the line between Groesbeck and Kosse Circuits; 
thence west to the south-west corner of Groesbeck Circuit; thence 
in a direct line to the south-east corner of McLennan county; thence 
with the south line of said county to Bell county; thence with the 
east line of Bell to Milam county; thence with the south line of 
Bell to Williamson county; thence on the west line of Williamson 
to Lee county; thence on the south line of Williamson to Burnett 
county; thence by the south-east line of Burnett to the Colorado 
River.” 

Second. Section 80 of appendix to Discipline, page 345; in third 
line, strike out “Leon” and substitute “Navarro;” also, strike out 
every thing after the tenth line, and insert “and the south line of the 
North-west Texas Conference.” 

It is moreover provided that the Texas and East Texas Conferences 
are hereby authorized to unite in one Conference, at any time during 
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ne next quadrennium, under the name of the Texas Conference: pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that should said Conferences unite, the territory 
ceded from the North-west Texas Conference to the Texas Confer- 
ence, by this General Conference, shall revert to the North-west Texas 
‘Conference. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

G. R. BrowpeEr, Chairman. 

Irvin Mixer, Secretary. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Sunday-schools was taken from 
the table, and considered. 

Items 1, 2, 3, and 4 were read and adopted. 

Item 5 was read, and laid on the table. 

Item 6 was read, and on motion of R. H. Mahon, was amended by 
striking out the word “Secretary” and inserting “Presiding Elder,” 
and, as thus amended, was adopted. 

Item 5 was taken from the table, and, on motion of R. B. Crawford, 
was amended, and adopted. 

G. H. Hayes moved the indefinite postponement of the whole sub- 
ject, but the motion did not prevail. 

Items 7, 8, and 9 were read and adopted. 

The report, as a whole, was then adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, REPORT NO. 2. 


The Committee on Sunday-schools have had referred to them the 
following papers: 

1. A communication from the Sunday-school Editor, containing the 
Minutes of a Convention of Sunday-school Secretaries, held in Nash- 
ville, in May, 1881. 

2. A memorial from the Sunday-school Society of South- west Mis- 
souri Conference, suggesting certain changes in the chapter on Sun- 
day-schools in the Discipline. 

The importance and variety of the suggestions contained in these 
papers, and in other papers still under our consideration, are a grati- 
fying proof of the interest taken by our people in the Sunday-school 
department of our-work. Your committee have felt the responsibility 
involved in the attempt to embody these suggestions in a form which 
will make them useful to the Church. While no startling changes 
have been called for, some important features suggested by the expe- 
rience of pastors and Sunday-school teachers are brought before us. 
‘To place these in a proper order it seems best to propose a new arrange- 
ment of some of the items contained in the chapter on Sunday-schools 
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_in the Discipline.’ We respectfully offer the following as Chapter VI.. > 
Section V.:— 

Question. What directions shall be given concerning Sunday- 
schools? ‘ 

Answer 1. Let Sunday-schools be formed in all our congregations, 
where ten persons can be collected for that purpose; and let mission- 
schools be formed wherever practicable. 

_ Ans. 2. Let all the Sunday-schools connected with our congregations 
be under the control of our own Church; and let them use our own 
Catechisms, Question-books, and periodical literature. - 

Ans. 8. The Quarterly Conference of each circuit and station shall 
be a Board of Managers, having the supervision of all the Sunday- 
schools within its bounds. It shall elect, at the fourth Quarterly Con- 
ference of each year, on nomination of the preacher in charge, a Super- 
intendent for each Sunday-school under its care: provided, that when 
a vacancy occurs in the superintendency of any Sunday-school during 
the interim of the Quarterly Conference, the preacher in charge shall 
appoint a Superintendent to serve until the meeting of the next Quar- 
terly Conference: and provided, also, that the preacher in charge shall 
appoint a Superintendent for any new school that may be organized 
between the meetings of the Quarterly Conference. ; 

Ans. 4. It shall be the duty of the preacher in charge of every cir- : 

_ cuit and station to be present in all the Sunday-schools in his charge 
as often as practicable, to catechise the children, to preach to them as - 
often as convenient, to exhort them to attend regularly upon divine 
service, to see that they are instructed in the doctrines and usages of 
our Church, and to look after their spiritual welfare as a part of his 
regular pastoral charge. He shall also lay before the Quarterly Con- 
ference, at each quarterly-meeting, to be entered upon its journal, a 
written statement of the number and state of the Sunday-schools in 
his charge, and of the pastoral instruction of children, and make a 
report of the same to his Annual Conference. Z 

Ans. 5. Each Annual Conference shall establish a Sunday-school 
Board, composed of one minister and one layman from each Presiding 
Elder’s District, which shall give special attention to all the Sunday- 
school interests within the bounds of the Conference. The Board shall 
meet annually at the same time and place as the Annual Conference, 
and shall act as a Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Ans. 6. It is recommended that a Sunday-school Conference be Held 
in each Presiding Elder’s District, either during the session of the 
District Conference or at some other time during the Conference-year; 


-1882.| +, THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 161 


and it shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to furnish in advance 
a suitable programme, which may be used by said Sunday-school Con- 
ference. . 

“Ans. 7. It is also recommended that a Conference Sunday-school 
Convention be held annually within the bounds of the Conference, at 
such time and place as may be designated by the Conference Sunday- 
school Board, and under such regulations and programme as this 
Board may provide. ; 

Ans. 8. The General Conference shall elect an Editor of Sunday- 

school Books and Periodicals, who shall have editorial supervision of 
all the publications belonging to the Sunday-school Department. He 
shall reside at Nashville, Tennessee. The Sunday-school Committee 
shall furnish him such clerical and editorial assistance as may be nec- 
essary. 
' Ans. 9. The General Conference shall élect a committee of five, of 
which the Sunday-school Editor shall be the chairman, who, with the 
Book Agent and the Book Committe, shall provide for the publication 
of Sunday-school books and periodicals, and have general supervision - 
of the Sunday-school interests of the Church. 

Ans. 10. Let every Sunday-school, so far as practicable, be organ- 
ized into a missionary society, auxiliary to the Board of Missions. 

JameEs H. Caruiss.n, Chairman. 

On motion of E. R. Hendrix, the existing Sunday-school Committee — 
was reappointed. 

B. Craven submitted the following report, which was adopted: 

The committee on Quarterly Review have completed satisfactory ar- 
rangements for the publication of the Review, and have elected the 
Rey. J. W. Hinton, of the South Georgia Conference, Editor for the 
next four years. ; 

Respectfully submitted. B. Craven, Chairman. 

C. W. Miller and Bishop A. W. Wilson presented their resignations 
as members of the Committee on the Quarterly Review, and J. H. Car- 
lisle and J. W. Tucker were appointed in their places. 

S. Rodgers, Chairman, presented Report No. 13 of the Committee 
on Itinerancy, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, REPORT NO. 13. 


West Texas Conference Jowrnal—The Journal of this Conference has 
been well kept in the main, and it is evident that the Secretary has 
spared no pains to secure a perfect record. In justice, however, to 
others who had been criticised, we note a few errors. During the ses- 
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sion of 1878, “the hour of adjournment arrived,” as stated in the Jour- 
nal, but afterward several items of business were attended to without 
any previous motion to extend the time. Under question 20, same 
session, H. A. Thrall is called, and read his report, but some other 
business interrupted, and it is nowhere stated that his character 
passed. 

In several cases under question 20, persons are elected to deacon’s 
orders, and admitted into full connection; also under same question 
persons are elected to elder’s orders. In several cases the record is 
continuous, without spacing or paragraphing different subjects, = 
the questions are written afterward on the margin. 

Page 43 states that the question, “Are there any appeals?” was 
called, which is at least unusual. 

On page 94 an investigating committee reports a ial necessary, and 
offers charges, but they are nowhere recorded, nor is there any record 
of the appointment of a committee, though a committee was appoint-~ 
ed, for in the appendix the committee report that they find the “evi- 
dence sustains the specifications, and the specifications sustain the 
charges,” but neither charges nor specifications are to be found. 

SamMuEL Ropaers, Chairman. 

The following announcements were made, by their respective delega- - 
tions, of the election of editors of papers published in the interest of 
the Church, viz.: 

W. UH. Potter, Editor of the Wesleyan Christian Advocate. 

Samuel A. Weber, Editor of the Southern Christian Advocate. 

J. W. Christian, Editor of the Alabama Christian Advocate. 

Zephaniah Meek, Editor of the Central Methodist. 

W.S. Black and F. L. Reid, Editors of the Raleigh Christian Advocate. 

Frank Richardson, Editor of the Holston Methodist. 

I. G. John, Editor of the Texas Christian Advocate. 

D. R. McAnally, Editor of the St. Louis Christian Advocate. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
Pierce. i: 

Wednesday Evening, May 24, 1882. 

The Conference met at 8 o’clock p.m., Bishop Keener in the chair. 

Divine service was conducted by S. B. Jones. 

The Minutes of the afternoon session were read and approved. 

On motion of E. R. Hendrix, the name of W. M. Leftwich was 
substituted for W. M. McCarthy on the Sunday-school Committee, and 
the committee was announced as follows: N. T. Lupton, J. H. Car- 
lisle, T. J. Magruder, J. P. McFerrin, and W. M. Leftwich. 
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Report No. 3 of the Committee on Revisal was taken from the table, 
and a = McFerrin moved to amend the report by inserting the prefix 
“non,” so that the recommendation is non- -eoneurred 4 in. The motion 
did n sot prevail. 

The first item was adopted. 

The second item was not adopted, but after discussion, in which 
several members participated, on motion of W. W. Duncan, the re- 
port was indefinitely postponed. 

The report of the Committee on the Centenary of Methodism was 
taken from the, table and adopted, as follows: 


- REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CENTENARY OF METHODISM. 


Your committee to whom was referred that part of the Bishops’ 
Address respecting the Centenary of American Methodism, and also a 
paper from leading ministers and laymen of the Methodist Episcqpal 
Church on the joint celebration of that event in the city of Baltimore, 
in December, 1884, after carefully considering the same, submit the 
following report : ‘ 

The religious movement called Methodism, which by the middle of 
the eighteenth century had spread over England, soon followed En- 
glish-speaking people to the remote colonies, and by 1766 was intro- 
duced into America by the zeal of Barbara Heck and the faithful 
preaching of Philip Embury and Captain Webb. Three years later 
the movement had taken so kindly to American soil that in response 
to Mr. Wesley’s call at the British Conference, “Who will go to the 
help of our brethren in America?” Richard Boardman and Joseph 
Pilmoor offered their services, and were promptly aided in coming by 
the liberality of their brethren in the Conference. A few years later, 
Mr. Wesley himself was urged to come, but, unable to do so, he sent 
Francis Asbury, a man the most like Wesley in executive power, un- 
tiring labors, and consuming zeal, ever given to the Church. Ap- 
pointed Superintendent in 1772, he soon introduced the plans of work 
which had been successfully tested in England, and put the impress 
of his organizing mind on the infant Societies. In the absence of or- 
dained preachers, the people were dependent on the English clergy for 
the sacraments. The Revolutionary War causing the return of most of 
these, it was necessary to organize the “few sheep in the wilderness ” 
into a Church of their own, where not only the word of God might 
be preached, but the sacraments duly administered. Of the eighty- 
three traveling preachers in the New World, sixty were assembled at 
the memorable Christmas Conference in the city of Baltimore, in De- 
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cember, 1784, to welcome Thomas Coke, LL.D., recently set apart and 
ordained by Mr. Wesley to the office of Superintendent or Bishop of 
the Methodist Societies in America. He and Francis Asbury were 
chosen to this high office by the voice of the Conference, and twelve 
faithful men were elected and ordained elders. At this time, with the 
adoption of our Articles of Religion and the general system of disci- 
pline which has since governed us, the scattered Societies became a 
fully organized Church. We thus antedated by some five years the 
organization of the constitutional government of the country, and in 
1789 the Methodist Episcopal Church, through their Bishops, pre- 
sented a congratulatory address to President Washington, on his as- 
suming the duties of his office. ep 
Thus, in the providence of God, Methodism took an organic shape 
in a land peculiarly favorable to its growth, until within-less than a 
hundred years our eighty-three traveling preachers have become more 
than twenty-seven thcusand, and her few hundred members over four 
million. This numerical showing is in keeping with her moral and 
religious influence in the New World. What with the extent and 
character of her periodical literature, her institutions crowded: by the 
youth of the land, the thousands annually converted at her altars, and 
the countless multitudes who attend upon her service, Methodism is 
an incalculable power in the land of her adoption. Her responsibility 
to God and man is augmented’ in like proportion. At the General 
- Conference of 1878 action was first taken looking to “a Conference of 
Methodists in the United States and Canada, and other parts of the 
Continent of America, to be held in the city of Baltimore at Christ- 
mas in 1884,” and the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, were “requested, in behalf of the Conference, to open a corre- 
spondence on this subject with the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the Presidents of the several Canadian Conferences, and of 
all other Methodist bodies on this continent.” In view of the action 
already taken, we submit the following resolutions: 
Resolved, 1. That in grateful acknowledgment of God’s signal mer- , 
cies and of our increased prosperity and responsibility, we will en- 
deavor, during the year 1884, to raise the sum of two million dollars, 
to be applied equally to the cause of education, Church extension, and 
_ foreign missions, save where donors shall give special direction to their 
gifts, under the supervision of a committee hereinafter named. _ 
2. That a committee consisting of twelve ministers and twelve lay- 
men, to be appointed by the Bishops, shall, together with the Bishops, 
be charged with the duty of collecting and administering all funds 
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collected for Connectional objects, and that such committee make its 
report to the General Conference in 1886. 

3. That such- committee be authorized to organize sub-committees 
in every Annual Conference, who, jointly with these, may aid in col- 
lecting funds for both local and Connectional objects, and who shall 
report to the central committee as above constituted all amounts raised 
for the payment of Church-debts, the erection of churches and par- 
sonages, and all other local objects or needs as for Connectional ob- 
jects. : 

4. That the committee above provided for shall represent us in all 
correspondence respecting the Conference to be held in Baltimore in 
December, 1884, and that our Bishops be, and are hereby, authorized 
to appoint all necessary representatives from our Church to such Con- 

ferences. ; 

Respectfully submitted. E.R. Henprix, J.S. Key, 

J.C. Granpery, E. B. Prerryman, 
R. W. Jones. 


Report No. 4 of the Committee on Episcopacy was taken from the 
table and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 4. 


The committee, having considered various papers referred by the 
Conference, bearing on the General Superintendents and their work, 
beg leave to present the following results: 

1. A paper, signed J. B. McFerrin, proposing a change in the Dis- 
cipline, making the Presiding Elder President of the District Confer- 
ence. The committee is of opinion that the Proposed change should 
not be made. 

2. A paper signed by John E. Edwards and P. A. Peterson, asking 
that a-“definite mode be pursued by the Bishops in the examination 
of the character of the elders in an Annual Conference, so as to secure 
uniformity of administration under question 20.” In reference to this 
matter the committee judge that no legislation is advisable. 

3. A paper, signed by C. E. Dowman and F.. Pasco, requesting that 
the Bishops revise the Course of Study for traveling preachers, and 
also that they be requested to prepare a post- graduate course of study 
for such of our preachers as desire further direction in their reading. 
The committee is of the opinion that the Bishops should be so request- 
ed, and so recommend to the Conference. 

4, After full discussion of the question of Episcopal residences, the 
committee recommend that “the Bishops should be distributed by the 
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College of Bishops in such manner, if practicable, that every great 
section of our work may have a ee es in some one of the 
Conferences ‘embraced in said section.” a 

Respectfully submitted. _ W. W. Bewyert, Chairman. 


Report No. 2 of the Committee on Education was taken from the 
table, amended, and adopted, as follows: 
Ld 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, REPORT NO. 2 


The committee have carefully considered the papers signed by W. 
F. Cook, W. H. Potter, A. G. Haygood, W. C. Doub, and Theo. Turn- 
bull, and submit the following report. 

We recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in the method of proceeding in an Annual Confer- 
ence, under question 6, Section II., Chapter II., page 47, questions 30- 
and 31 be numbered 31 and 32 respectively, and the following be in- 
serted as question 30: “ What are the educational statistics?” 

' We recommend the insertion of the words, “schools, colleges, and 
universities,” after the word “ Churches,” in line 6, page 118, and that 
the sentence be amended so as to read: “Trustees of our parsonages, 
churches, schools, colleges, and universities, must be at least twenty- 
one years of age, and must all be members of our Church—when 
proper persons can be had—otherwise, one-third of each board may be 
elected from without.” 

In the proposition relating to the appointment of Boards of Trust- 
ees for our institutions of learning (in the absence of charters of in- 
corporation) by Quarterly, District, and Annual Conferences, the 
committee recommend non-concurrence. 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

- W. F. Cook, Secretary. : 


The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
Kavanaugh. 


Thursday Morning, May 25, 1882, 
Conference met at 8:30 a.m., Bishop Keener in the chair, 


Divine service was conducted by T. S. Wade. 

The Minutes of last night’s session were read and approved. 

Bishop Wilson took the chair. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, Rule 12 was so amended as to limit 
, speakers to five minutes. 


E. A. Yates moved that when we adjourn this morning we adjourm 
sine die. The motion did not prevail. 


\ 
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Report No. 4 of the Committee on Revisal was taken from the 
table. 


Item 1 was read, and a minority report on the same subject was 
read. 

On motion of P. A. Peterson, the minority report was laid on the 
table, and item 1 was adopted. 

Item 2 was read, and, on motion, the weet. “non” was stricken out, 
so that the recommendation was “we concur,’ ’ and the item, so amend- 
ed, was adopted. 

Items 3, 4; 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 were adopted. 

Item 10 was read, and B. F. Alexander moved an amendment, 
which did not prevail, after which the item was adopted. 

Item 11 was adopted. 

Item 12 was réad, and H. H. Parks moved to strike out “non,” so 
as to make it “concur,” but the motion did not prevail. The item was 
then adopted. 

Item 13 was read, and M. S. Andrews moved to lay it on the table, 
which motion prevailed. 

Item 14 was read, and, on motion of W. M. Rush, it was laid on 
the table. ‘ 

~ Item 15 was read, and, on motion of N. H. D. Wilson, it was laid 
on the table. 

Item 16 was adopted, and the report, as amended, was then er 
as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 4. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to present the following re- 
port: 

ake Having considered a paper by H. Jewell, E. N. Watson, and W. 
H. Browning; one by T. L. Boswell and Guilford Jones; one by W. 
W. Duncan; and a memorial from Shelbyville District Conference, 
Kentucky Conference, asking that the business of licensing local ° 
preachers, and of recommending them to the Annual Conference 
for admission on trial into the traveling connection and for orders, 
be transferred to the District Conference, recommend non-concur- 
rence. 

2. H. H. Parks, P. Gallagher, B. M. Messick, and H. J. Adams, 
ask that certain paragraphs relating to the rise of the United Societies 
in Europe and America, printed as the introduction in editions of the 
Discipline published prior to the General Conference of 1866 be re- 
stored. We recommend concurrence. 

3. J. B. McGehee and W. T. Greene ask that the election of dele- 
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gates to the District and Annual Conferences be made quadrennial 
instead of annual. We recommend non-concurrence. _ < 

4, S. W. Turner asks that candidates for orders in the local rela- 
tion, and for admission on trial into the traveling connection, pass an 
examination before the Presiding Elder and the preacher in charge, 
instead of being examined by the Quarterly Conference. We recom- 
mend non-concurrence. : 

5. J. E. Edwards and J. D. Blackwell ask that the law requiring 
the General Rules to be read at least once a year in each congregation 
be repealed, and that the question relating to the General Rules, con- 
tained in the order of business in Quarterly Conferences, be stricken 
out. We recommend non-concurrence. 

6. T. C. Wier and others ask that the President elected to preside 
over an Annual Conference be empowered to perform all the duties of 
a Bishop for the time being. We recommend non-concurrence. 

7. T. W. Dye, R. W. Jones, and others, ask that preachers received 
on trial into the traveling connection may be thereby rendered.eligible 
to deacon’s orders. We recommend non-eoncurrence. 

8. J.S. Kennedy and T. P. Summers ask that the clerical and lay 
members of District and Annual Conferences may be permitted to 
vote together in the election of delegates to the Annual and General » 
Conferences. We recommend non-concurrence. 

9. D. C. Kelley, Thomas B. Holt, G. G. Dibrell, and R. H. Picker- 
ing, ask that the lay members of the Joint Board of Finance may be 
made ea officio members of the Annual Conference. We recommend 
non-concurrence. 

10. B. F. Alexander and P. P. Ellis ask that local preachers may. 
not be required to pass in examination of character before, and to 
obtain the approbation of the Annual Conference, to secure deacon’s 
orders. We recommend non-concurrence. 

11. A resolution, without signature, asks for a change in the law 
relating to general class-meetings, so as to require the preacher in 
charge to hold them monthly. We recommend non-concurrence. 

12. A memorial from the North Georgia Conference asks that the 
word “approved,” in the third line of Answer 2, Question 1, Chapter IIL, 
Section VL, of the Discipline, be stricken out, so as not to make it 
necessary that the examination of a candidate for admission into the 
traveling connection, on trial, shall be approved by the committee 
before the vote be taken on his admission. We recommend non-con- 
currence. 


13. A resolution of H.C. Morrison, John A. Carter, and H. GC. Set- 
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tle, asks that paragraph 2, Section I., Chapter VIIL., page 169 of the 
Discipline, relating to the estimating at salary and eaneling expenses 
-of preachers be amended; and the committee recommend the following 
change: Add after ‘ewetd “steward,” in said paragraph 2, this clause, 
“After consultation with the preacher in charge,” so that the para- 
graph as amended shall read thus: “The salary and traveling ex- 
penses of preachers on circuits and stations shall be estimated by their 

respective boards of stewards, after consultation with the preacher in 
’ charge.” _P. A. Prrerson, Chairman. 

H. V. Puixport, Secretary. 

Report No. 4 of the Committee on Temperance was taken from the 
table, and considered. 

The minority report accompanying the report of the majority of the 
committee, was read, and R. H. Mahon moved to substitute the minor- 
ity for the majority report, but the motion did not prevail. 

N. T. Lupton moved to postpone indefinitely Report No. 4 of the 
‘Committee on Temperance. 

I. Vandeventer called for the ayes and noes, and they were or- 
dered by the Conference. 

The roll of members was called, and on the motion to postpone the 
report indefinitely the vote was as follows: 

Ayes—M. 8. Andrews, S. Rodgers, W. P. Harrison, J. B. A. Ahrens, 
E. E. Wiley, J. B. Hoyle, G. H. Hayes, H. C. Settle, Guilford Jones, 
~ R. H. Mahon, A..G. Hawkins, J. D. Shaw, Horace Bishop, A. M. 
Shipp, Horace Jewell, C. W. Carter, W. H. Rae W .hotters a. 
G. Haygood, H. H. Parks, C. D. McCutchen, W. A. Turner, R. M. 
McIntosh, W. H. Hughes, J. B. McFerrin, D. C. Kelley, J. B. West, 
J. W. Hanner, Jordan Stokes, James Whitworth, N. T. Lupton, B. D. 
Orgain, R. N. Sledd, J. E. Edwards, J. D. Blackwell, W. W. Walker, 
‘George M. Bain, T. B. Hamlin. 38. é 

Noes—R. B. Crawford, W. A. McCarty, T. F. Mangum, S. H. Dent, 
B. H. Greathouse, Frank Parke, J. W. Jones, John S. Martin, Jesse 
B. Wilson, J. C. Dice, J. W. Carnes, W. W. Davis, C. E. Dowman, 
F. Pasco, J. W. Tucker, T. Turnbull, J.S. Kennedy, W. G. E. Cun- 
nyngham, J. M. McTeer, J. W. Paulett, T. P. Summers, W. W. Bays, 
E. W. Moore, C. C. Mayhew, Samuel Carpenter, H. P. Walker, J. W. 
Fitch, W. H. Browning, W.S. Jeter, B. F. Alexander, A. 8. Helmick, 
A. C. Mitchell, B. M. Messick, H. C. Morrison, G. R. Browder, John 
A. Carter, R. T. Haley, T. L. Boswell, W. C. Johnson, W. L. C. Hun- 
nicutt, C. B. Galloway, 8. B. Watts, W. M. Rush, E. R. Hendrix, E. 
K. Miller, B. H. Spencer, C. I. Vandeventer, J. D. Vincil, P. P. Ellis, 
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L. B. Stateler, Anson West, J. B. Stevenson, L. M. Wilson, N. H. D. 
Wilson, B. Craven, L. 8S. Burkhead, H. T. Hudson, E. A. Yates, J.. 
Boring, W. F. Cook, J. E. Evans, H. J. Adams, T. C. Wier, H. W. 
Foote, G. D. Shands, W. P. Barton, M. H. Neely, J. W. Fulton, C. E. 
Brown, A. Davis, O. P. Fitzgerald, S. B. Jones, W. W. Duncan, O. A. 
Darby, James H. Carlisle, J. W. Hinton, J. S. Key, J. B. McGehee, 
E. M. Butt, M. M. Pugh, C. C. Wood, T. M. Cobb, D. R. McAnally, 
W. V. Tudor, R. A. Young, William Burr, J. D. Barbee, H. V. Phil- 
pott, I. G. John, W. W. Bennett, P. A. Peterson, R. Pollard, R. Irby, 
E. P. Wilson, H. D. Hogan, F. B. Carroll, T.S. Wade, J. E. Stewart, 
A. H. Sutherland, Josephus Anderson, John H. Dye. 101. 

So the motion to postpone indefinitely did not prevail. 

The Report of the Committee on Temperance was then adopted, as 
follows: 

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE, REPORT NO. 4. 


Your committee, to whom were referred divers papers asking for a 
chapter on Tempera..ce to be placed in the Discipline, would report 

that they have had these papers under very-patient and careful con- 
sideration, and beg leave to present the following chapter to be placed 
in our Book of Discipline: 

Question. What shall be done for the extirpation of the great evil 
of intemperance? 

Answer 1. Let all our eae and members faithfully observe our 
General Rule which forbids “drunkenness or drinking spirituous liq- 
uors, unless in cases of necessity.” 

Ans. 2. In cases of drunkenness let the Discipline be administered 
as in case of immorality; drunkenness being a crime expressly forbid- 
_den in the word of God. In cases of drinking, except in cases of 
‘necessity, let the Discipline be administered as in case of imprudent 
or improper conduct. 

Ans. 3. Let all our preachers and members abstain from the manu- 
facture or sale of intoxicating liquors to be used as a beverage, and if 
any shall engage in such manufacture or sale, in such case proceed as. 
in cases of imprudent and improper conduct. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 


Report No. 2 of the Committee on Finance was taken from the ta- 
ble, and considered. 

The report of a minority of the committee was read, and, after some 
discussion, it was substituted for Hepner No. 2, and adopted, as fol- 
lows: 
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MINORITY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


To the Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South: 

Dear Fatruers AND BRETHREN :—We, a minority of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, beg leave to submit the following report : - 

We have had before us a memorial from the Russellville Quarterly 
Confererce of the Morrillton District, Arkansas Annual Conference, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, asking that the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, bequeathed to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
by Mrs. Mary N. Toby, be applied to the Russellville Charge; and 
whereas It appears from the memorial and papers accompanying 
it that “it is the judgment of the public generally, and is stated by 
the most intimate friends and relatives of the deceased, among whom 
is the Rev. W. J. Dodson, who was her pastor for four years immedi- 
‘ ately preceding her death, during which time he lived one year in her 
family, that it was the will of the deceased that it should be so ap- 
plied:” therefore, 

Resolved, That the request in the memorial be granted, and that. 
the General Conference appoint some one to collect the money, and: 
pay it over to the local Board of Trustees of the Russellville Charge. 

B. H. GREATHOUSE, 
C. A. GANTT: 


Nashville, May 10, 1882. , 

B. H. Greathouse nominated J. F. Munday, of Russellville, as agent. 
to collect and apply the money named in the bequest referred to in 
the foregoing report. 

Report No. 4 of the Committee on Finance was taken from the: 
table and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, REPORT NO. 4. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the paper of W. S. Black,, 
being the resolutions passed by the Quarterly Conference of Washing- 
ton Station, North Carolina Conference, asking that the following: 
words, “but in no case shall they allow any preacher to have a claim 
on the Church he has served as of debt, after his pastoral connection. 
has ceased” (Chapter I1X., Section V., page 178 Discipline), be strick- 
en out, have carefully considered the same, and recommend non-con- 
currence. P. P. Exxvis, Chairman. 


Report No. 3 of the Committee on Education was taken from the 


table and considered. 
W. W. Bennett offered a substitute, creating a General Conference: 


\ 
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Board of Education, and providing for special collections in the vari- 
ous charges for the purposes of education. 

On motion of J. E. Edwards, the Conference resolved to hold an 
afternoon session, beginning at 3 o’clock P.M. 
. The vote was then taken on the substitute of W. W. Bennett, and 
it was not adopted. 

The vote was then taken on the report, and it was adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, REPORT NO. 3. 


Your committee have carefully considered the paper referred to 
them, and signed by J. D. Shaw and D. H. Snyder; also one signed by 
W. F. Cook, C. W. Carter, and A. B. Stark; and beg leave to report: 

We recommend that in Chapter II., Section II., question 8, answer 
1, page 50, line 8 from the bottom of the page, after the word “Confer- 
ence” these words be inserted, “Organize a Conference Board of Ed- 
ucation,” so that the paragraph will read: “Answer 1. Let every Annu- 
‘al Conference organize a Conference Board of Education ; inquire into 
the state and character of all the institutions of ithe that may be ~ 
under its care, and the best means of promoting their interest, and, if 
necessary, of increasing their number.” 

We recommend that in Chapter III., Section IV., answer 16, page 
83, the following words be inserted, “To preach upon the subject of Ed- 
ucation,” so that Answer 16 shall read: “To preach upon the subject 
of Christian education, and to- urge upon parents the importance of. 
educating their children, advising them to patronize, as far as practi- 
cable, those institutions of learning under the care of our Church.” 

After a long and patient examination of all propositions relating to 
the subject, the committee deem it inexpedient to organize a General 
Conference Board of Education at the present time. : 

Respectfully submitted. W. P. Harrison, Chairman. 

W. F. Coox, Secretary. 

The time of the morning session was extended in order to select the 
place for the meeting of the next General Conference. 

Jordan Stokes nominated Nashville, Tenn., and P. A. Peterson 
nominated Richmond, Va. 

Richmond, Va., was selected. 

The Conference then adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 


Wilson. 
Thursday Afternoon, May 25, 1882. 


The Conference met at 3 o’clock p.m., Bishop Wilson in the chair. 


Divine service was conducted by W. W. Dunean. f 
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The Minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

Bishop Parker took the chair. 

W. H. Potter moved that this General Conference adjourn without 
a day at 5 o'clock this afternoon. 

J. E. Evans moved to amend by substituting 10 o’clock ean for 
5 o'clock this afternoon. 

The motion did not prevail. 

It was moved to substitute 6 for 5 o’clock, and the motion prevailed. 

A. M. Shipp, Chairman, presented Report No. 10 of the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE, REPORT NO. 10. 


Your Committee on Fraternal Correspondence offer for adoption 
the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to convey the Christian 
salutations of the General Conference to the General Assembly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, now in session at Huntsville, Ala. 

A. M. Suipr, Chairman. 

P. P. Ellis offered, and the Conference adapted, the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Conference are eminently 
due and are hereby heartily tendered to the Secretaries, Drs. John S.: 
Martin, J. D. Vincil, W. M. Leftwich, B. Craven, J. A. Thompson, 
J. J. Tigert, and F. Pasco, for their patient, diligent, laborious, and 
faithful services during this Conference session. 

PP Evxis; 
C. I. VANDEVENTER, 
JoHn W. PAvLert. 


N. H. D. Wilson moved to suspend the rules and take from the ta- 
ble Report No. 10 of the Committee on Revisal, referring to local 
preachers. Z 

The motion did not prevail. 

By consent, Report No. 8 was substituted for No. 5 of the Commit- 
tee on Revisal, and considered at length. 

W. W. Bennett moved the indefinite postponement of the whole 
subject of the report, the question being the change of the name of 
the Church. 

The Chair decided that the motion to postpone indefinitely was not 
_ debatable. 

G. Thornburg appealed from the decision of the Chair, and the ap- 


peal was sustained. 
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After discussion, the motion to postpone indefinitely was lost. 

©. R. Blue and J. B. McFerrin offered a substitute for the report 
of the committee, and it was adopted, as follows, the vote being ayes 
105, noes 40: 

Resolved, That the matter of changing the name of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, to the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America, be referred to the several Annual Conferences by the Bish- 
ops, during the ensuing four years, and that they report the result of 
the vote to the General Conference of 1886 for ratification. 

Bishop McTyeire took the chair. 

The Secretary requested, and obtained, permission to leave the 
Journal and papers of the General Conference with the Assistant 
Secretaries, W. M. Leftwich and J. J. Tigert, for the use of the Book 
Editor, W. P. Harrison, the Book Agent, J. B. McFerrin, and for 
reference by the Missionary Secretary, the Board of Missions, and the 
Sunday-school Editor and Sunday-school Committee. 

The Minutes of the afternoon session were read and confirmed. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, hymn 278,“‘And let our 
bodies part,” was announced by the Bishop presiding, and after it was 
sung, D. R. McAnally Jed in prayer. 

Bishop McTyeire then pronounced the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, adjourned sine die, to be succeeded 
by another General Conference composed of an equal number of cler- 
ical and lay delegates, to be elected according to law, to meet in 
- Richmond, Va., on the first Wednesday in May, 1886. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction pronounced by Bishop 
Pierce. 


RospertT PAINE, GrorGE F. PIERCE, 
Hussarp H. Kavanauen, Hotianp N. McTyerre, 
JoHNn C. KEENER, ALPHEUS W. WILSON, 
Linus PARKER, JOHN C. GRANBERY, 


Ropert K. HArGRovE. 
°. 


Joun 8S. Martin, Secretary. 


Joun D. Vrnci1, 
W. M. Lerrwicn, > Assistant Secretaries. 
_Joun J. Ticert, 


Ac PEAS bt s- 


Tux following is the Address presented to the Conference in behalf of the Cole 
ored Methodist Episcopal Church in America: 

To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, now at Nashville, 

‘enn., in session assembled. 

DeEar Bishops AND BRETHREN:—Whereas we feel that relation which we 
should feel toward you, who have set us apart a separate and distinct organized 
body of Methodists, being to you only as a child to its parent, we make bold to 
come to you with this our petition, hoping sincerely that our ery will not be in 
vain, and that you do consider this our petition, not only because we are of you, 
but- because of the great necessity that impels us to this request. For be you 
assured that did we not feel deeply the great need we ask, and did we not believe 
that you would grant us a kindly hearing, we should decline sending you this 
petition. a ; 

While we have no cause to complain of the success we have met with, consid- 
ering the disadvantages under which we labor, yet we have many impediments 
to greater success—the accomplishment of more good—which cannot be removed 
by us without some pecuniary aid in our educational and missionary fields; and 
whereas we feel the great need of educational advantages in our Church, seeing 
the great majority of our membership are devoting their attention and means to 
the education of their children in schools of other denominations; and whereas 
Romanism in her hideous form is opening to our young people an avenue into 
her associations by this means; and whereas we can do but little of ourselves to 
saye our young people from these things, without institutions of learning; there- 
fore, it was resolved by the General Conference of the Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in America, now in session in Washington, D. C., to place before 
your Christian body this petition, asking you as dear fathers to aid us in the 
erection of school-buildings for the purpose of furnishing our membership with a 
suitable place to acquire an education under our supervision. 

We have done something the past year to establish a school at Jackson, Tenn., 
and also at Byhalia, Miss., having purchased the grounds preparatory to build- 
ing thereon. 

We find our people willing and ready to aid us, but owing to failures in crops 
the two years past, and the late overflow of our districts along the Mississippi 
River, they will be unable to do much for us the present year. We therefore 
come to you who know the value of an educated ministry, and who know our 
wants as well, if not better, and we respectfully ask that your ecclesiastical body 
-do consider some plan whereby we may receive some aid in this direction. 

Whereas we find a growing tendency in all parts of the Southern States among 
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our people to become identified with us and of us; and whereas we wish to enter 
the cities which are crying for us to come thither, but having no means fof either 
erecting places of worship or of sustaining ministers while engaged in mission- 
ary work; and whereas we feel that our interests are suffering for want of mis- 
sion money; and whereas our people are comparatively unable to do any thing, 
though they have given as liberally as possible of their scanty means, and we 
have accomplished much good with the small amount contributed ; and whereas. 
we feel the need of mission money to be one among our greatest needs ; there- 
fore, we would respectfully request you to do any thing which in your godly judg- 
ment would aid us in the spread of our work, and build up Churches in places. , 
where we at present have only small but active missions, as at New Orleans, La., 
Atlanta, Ga., Corinth, Miss., and many other places. 
Respectfully submitted. BisHop Isaac Lane, 
A. J. STINSON, 
W. T. Tuomas. 


Washington, D. C., May 10, 1882. 
The action of the General Conference in regard to the educational wants of 


the colored people will be found in Report No. 1 of the Committee on Educa- 
tion, p. 100. 


AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH. 
Letter from Bishop Hood to the General Conference. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

South. 

Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN:—Having been appointed to bear the fra- 
ternal greetings of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church to your yener- 

able body, [ exceedingly regret my inability to be present in person. I therefore 
take this method to fulfill in part what is expected of me by those I represent. 

There are special reasons why there should be a friendly feeling between your 
Church and ours. Promiuent among these is the fact that we occupy a relation 
toward your Church that we occupy toward no other under the sun. We occupy 

the same field with you without rivalry, There exist no grounds for antagonism, 

for God himself seems to have appointed our bounds and fixed the limits of our 
operations. The great body (at least nine-tenths) of our Church is in the South. 
Circumstances over which we have no control have drawn a line between the two. 
races, in all their social relations, as marked and distinct as the nose upon a 
man’s faee. It is not a line of hate, or dread of contact, but a line sanctioned by 
custom till it has all the force of law. This social linéhas made the African 
Church a necessity. Possibly we have more branches of that Church than we 
need, but, until we can see our way clear to unite in one, we shall-have to con-- 
tinue to imitate our white brethren, each branch using our best efforts to spread 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

I have remarked that the order of society above mentioned makes the African 
Church a necessity. This I believe to be providential. God has raised up an 
effective colored ministry, who could not have been employed without congrega- 
tions of their own people. The success that has attended their efforts has 
stamped the arrangement as divine. I will in this connection mention one fact 
which seems to me to settle the question. In 1862 or 1863, the Methodist Epis- 
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copal Church sent a missionary to North Carolina. Since that time she has sent 
several more. She has spent thousands of dollars’in supporting her ministers 
and extending her work, and yet the report to her last Conference shows less 
than eignt thousand members. The American Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
through the most of the above-mentioned period, has had but one Northern man 
in the field, and has had but little money to spend, and yet we have nearly fifty 
thousand members. This difference, out of all proportion to the means employed, 
is not simply the result of extraordinary human effort, but the result of divine 
power, and the stamp of God’s approbation. I do not say that the other work is 
not his, but I think I may truly say that this is especially his, and indicates that 
God has raised up the African Church to bless the African race both here and 
also in the land which gave birth to that race. 

But I need not pursue this line of thought farther in addressing you. You 
have given the world a practical demonstration of your faith in our idea by 
forming your own colored members into a separate organization, and giving them 
the necessary outfit for the success of their effort. Indeed, the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church itself, while not going as far as you have gone in recognizing our 
needs, yet has found it necessary to give her colored ministers Conferences to them- 
selves. Thus, in one way or another, all have recognized the necessity of the 
African Church. The time may come when one General Conference may legis- 
late for the entire Methodist Episcopal family, when one book of discipline may 
govern the whole, and when one hymn-book may afford hymns for us all; but, 
so far as I can see, we shall for a long time need the separate organization. At 
the same time, our holy religion prompts us to labor for the promotion of fra- 
ternity. As I have before remarked, the relations existing between your Church 
and ours are such as to conduce to that end. We have also noticed that our sen- 
timents respecting the necessity and work of the African Church are of accord. 
The people to whom you minister, and those to whom we are offering the bread 
and water of life, though socially separate, yet in all business relations are most 
closely connected. As you are two hundred and fifty years in advance of us in 
the enjoyment of the blessings of civil and religious liberty, it is not humiliating 
on our part to acknowledge that you have advantages that we do not enjoy, and 
that you are in a position where you can be of more use to us than we can to you. 
Experience has taught me that our success here largely depends upon the en- 
couragement we receive from the white people. A good word does not cost much, 
but often does a vast deal of good. Except upon one point, which I need not 
mention, the colored people look up to the white people for advice, and by the 
advice. and instructions received therefrom their opinions are shaped to a very 
large degree. This is especially the case as touching the character of colored 
ministers sent among them. If the white people testify to his intelligence and 
moral rectitude, his way is easy; but if some white man says, “That nigger won’t 
do,” he will have hard work to convince the colored people that he willdo. The 
man thus branded has but two courses left him. Ones to quietly work his way 
for months at a disadyantage, the other is to get upon the stump in time of ex- 
citement and appeal to their passions. I am happy to say that in our work here 
we have generally received encouragement from the ministers you represent. In 
some cases it has been overflowing. In this connection I wish to express our 
gratitade and thanks to Bishop MeTveire and others who so kindly indorsed our 
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appeal to the British people for aid in our effort to erect an institution for the 
education of our people. 

In conclusion, let me assure you that the Church J represent will be ever ready 
to perform its part in promoting the happiness of the entire Methodist family, 
and in the spreading of evangelical holiness. 

May the great Bishop and Shepherd of sauls preside over your deliberations 
and bless your labors! 

J am, with great veneration, yours in gospel bonds, | J. W. Hoop. 

Fayetteville, N. C., May 8, 1882. 


The following is the letter from the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America, referred to on p. 84: 

To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South, in session in Nashville, Tenn. 

Whereas the sad intelligence announcing the death of Dr. T. O. Summers has 
just been received; and whereas the General Conference of the Colored Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in America, now in session at this place, wishes in some 
suitable manner to express its sympathy with you in the loss of this great and 
good man, it was unanimously resolved that a committee of three be appointed 
to transmit to your honorable and Christian body the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the-General Conference of the Colored. Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America do hereby express their regrets at the loss to the Church of 
which he was a leader, to Methodism everywhere, and to Christian literature 
generally. 

2. That we feel that in his death we have lost a father and friend in the truest 
sense of the word. : 

3. That we present to the bereaved family which he leaves our deepest sym- 
pathy in this their sad bereavement; and for comfort we can do no more than to 
recommend them to the great Comforter of those who mourn, and to an emula- 
tion of the example set by him for whom they mourn, and whom we believe has 
passed from labor to reward; and may the mantle which he has so long and hon- 
orably worn as an officer of his Church and great literati fall upon worthy shoul- 
‘ders ! 

All of which we respectfully submit. Bisnop J. A. Brrsr, Chairman, 

BisHor Isaac LANE, 
M. F. JAmison, 


W. T. THomas, Secretary, 
Washington, D. C., May 10, 1882. Comunittee. 


The Secretary of the American Colonization Society addressed the following 
letter to Bishop McTyeire, by whom it was presented to the Conference. The 
letter was referred to the Committee on Revisal, and Report No. 12 of that com- 
mittee, on page 119, relates’to the subject : 


CoLonizaTion Rooms, Wasurneton, D. C., May 5, 1882. 
REVEREND AND DwAR Srtr:—I have the honor and pleasure of addressing 
‘you, and, through you, the Bishops and also the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, now in session, in behalf of the American Coloni- 
zation Society, constrained by openings in Western Africa and the movements 
of the colored race in America to increase its activity. Non-denominational, 
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non-sectional, and non-political, it has planted in the person and family of our’ 
people of color, aided to settle in Africa, at once the germ of American civiliza- 
tion and religion in that vast continent. 

Jueading men and Churches are giving the Society their hearty codperation. 
Knowing your personal good feeling, and the Christian sympathy of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, for the colored population, I earnestly invite your 
personal and official codperation in the great work of African colonization. 

What is especially sought is such legislation by the General Conference now 
in session as will invest the Bishops with discretionary authority to appoint itin- 
erant ministers of your Church to agencies: for the American Colonization Soci- 
ety, and other missions of usefulness to the colored race. 

That the chief pastors of Southern Methodism may be unincumbered in their 
godly judgment and official acts, and free to supply your proportion of gifted 
workers in our labor of love, so nearly allied to the glory of the Redeemer and 
the good of the African race, your kindness in bringing this matter to the early 
and favorable attention of the General Conference will be gratefully appreciated 
by the American Colonization Society. 

By order of the Executive Committee. : / 


Yours very truly and respectfully, WILLIAM CoPPINGER, 
Sec. and Treas. A. C.S. 


The following is the substitute for item 3 of Report No. 3 of the Committee 
on Education. This substitute was presented by W. W. Bennett, and rejected 
by the Conference. See page 171. 

1. For the promotion of the work of Christian education among us, there shall 
be a Board of Education consisting of six ministers and six laymen, members of 
our Church, appointed by the General Conference. 

2. The object of this Board is to devise and execute measures for promoting 
the work of Christian education throughout the Church. And in aid of this 
object the Board shall receive gifts for such general educational purposes as here- 
inafter naméd, and securely hold them as hereinafter provided. 

3. To promote the objects of this Board, and to direct the minds of our people 
to its special work, there shall be kept throughout the Church a day to be known 
as “Children’s Day,” on which appropriate services shall be held in all our con- 
gregations specially for children, and that on such day a collection shall be taken 
in aid of the work of this Board, to be known as “The Children’s Educational 
Fund.” It is recommended that the second Sunday in May of each year be ob- 
served as “Children’s Day.” Z ‘ 

4, The Board shall endeayor to secure the establishment of suitable high 
schools or academies in the different Church Conferences, one for each Presiding 
Elder’s district if possible; and also to induce three or more Annual Conferences 
to unite in the support of not more than two colleges—unless more are already 
established—one for the education of young men, and one for the education of 
young women, and to discourage the increase of colleges beyond the wants of the 
people and their ability to sustain them. 

5. The Board shall use the funds that may be given it in making loans or do- 
nations to young men preparing for the ministry, and young men or young women 
preparing for missionary work as preachers or teachers, and in aiding existing 
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theological schools and biblical departments in our institutions of learning, and’ 
in aiding in their general work ‘existing institutions, and such as may hereafter 
be established with the approval of the Board: provided that no appropriation of 
the general funds of the Board shall be made for the purpose of erecting buildings. 

6. In order to promote the work of education among us, and to give all our 
congrégations proper information on the subject, it shall be the duty of each 
preacher in charge to preach once a year at least in each Society upon the sub- 
ject of Christian education, and to circulate tracts and books on the general sub-. 
ject. He shall also present the claims of an educational work to our members 
and friends in-his regular pastoral intercourse with them, and endeavor to secure 
donations in aid of this cause. He shall also take an annual collection in every 
congregation, to be known as the “ Educational Collection,” which shall be used 
for the purpose of promoting the work of education within the bounds of the 
Annual Conference in which it is taken, and to be controlled and applied by the 
Annual Conference Board of Education. 

7. The Board shall organize by the election of such officers as may be neces- 
sary to carry out its purposes, and shall obtain such a charter as may be deemed 
needful for the safe holding of its funds. : 

W. W. Bennert, EE. Winey, 
Jb KENNEDY, JAMES H. CARLISLE, 


A. M. Suipp, ~A. G. Hayeoon, 
B. CRAVEN, R. W. Joness. 


The following report was presented, but was not acted upon by the Conference: 


COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, REPORT NO. 3. 

The committee havevhad referred to them the following papers: 

1. A paper signed by G. Thornburg and D. B. Warren, referring to the use 
of the Revised Text of the New Testament in our Lesson Papers. Before the 
introduction of this paper the Editor had expressed his intention to discontinue 
the publication of the Revised Text. The number of the Magazine now in press 
contains this announcement. We therefore respectfully suggest that no further 
action is necessary. 

2. A paper signed by E. A. Yates and others, recommending that lessons be 
given on the special doctrines and usages of our Church. Our Bishops have 
been requested to appoint suitable persons to prepare a series of standard cate- 
chisms for our schools. In the meantime we have been glad to learn that in 
many schools the catechetical exercises appended to the Scripture Lessons by the: 
Editor are used with great advantage to the pupils. We earnestly call attention 
to this feature, which we hope will soon be introduced in all our schools. We 
are assured that these portions of our current lessons will receive the special care. 
of the Editor. They are intended to furnish to our schools the specific instruc- 
tion which will make them intelligent and,contented members of the Church in. 
which they are trained. 

3. We give the substance of a paper signed by T..J. Magruder and R. W. 
Jones, containing suggestions on the classification of pupils. It is difficult to. 
give any plan which is applicable to all schools. But the plan here given is. 
worthy of close study by all superintendents, and it may be literally copied in 
many schools: 
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There are three classes of pupils in one Sunday-school: 1. The Primary - 
Class; 2. The Intermediate Class; 3. The Bible Class. For these three classes 
suitable forms of instruction must be provided. We may, for the general pur- 
pose of classification, denominate then as follows: 1. The Primary Class may be 
called the Catechetical Department; 2. The Intermediate Class may be called 
the Lesson Department; 3. The Bible Class may be called the Biblical Depart- 


ment. 
Course oF STupyY. 


1. Catechetical Department. This department includes two grades: (1) The 
Infant Class; (2) The Primary (lass. - For these classes graded catechetical 
exercises should be prepared or the current lessons. 

2. The Lesson Department. This department may include the classes known 
as the intermediate and advanced classes. For these classes the current Bible- 
lessons may be used as at present furnished in the Intermediate and Sunday- 
school Quarterlies. 

3. The Biblical Department may include two grades: (1) A Bible class using 
the most advanced helps on the current lessons; (2) A normal class studying 
sacred history and geography, the doctrines, discipline, and polity of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, with the best methods of organizing, governing, 
and teaching a Sunday-school. Wz» need also a graded system of Sunday-school 
libraries, embracing the text-books and books of reference necessary for advanced 
classes, and a well-selected miscel) aneous catalogue for general reading. 

Our periodical literature shouJd be adjusted to these three departments of in- 
struction: 1. Sunday-school magazines for teachers and pupils in Bible classes ; 
2. Sunday-school quarterlies for intermediate and advanced classes; 3. A monthly 
paper for superintendents, teachers, and pastors. 

A paper signed by A. G. Hankins called the attention of the committee to the 
want of cheap graded reading for the different classes of Sunday-school scholars. 
This matter, we learn, is under consideration by the Editor. He is also purpos- 
ing, at an early day, to issue a catalogue of sate and suitable library books, select- 
ed from our own publications, as well as from the publications of other good 
houses. Aj] these important points, we feel assured, will have the most careful 
attention of those who may be placed in charge of our Sunday-school interests 
during the four important years upon which we now enter. The very essential 
question as to the possibility of cheapening all our Sunday-school literature at an 
early day is fully appreciated by those in charge of our publishing interests. 

We would, with all possible emphasis, urge upon pastors, teachers, and par- 
ents the great benefits which will follow from earnest and full conferences and 
consultations on these great and common interests. ‘We haye elsewhere proposed 
Conference and district conventions. The Convention of Secretaries held in this 
cily one year ago was profitable. Perhaps similar assemblies may be called in 
the future with like advantage to our Sunday-school interests. 

We beg leave to call the attention of every pastor, superintendent, and teacher 
to the great benefits, direct and indirect, which may flow from weekly teachers’ 
meetings. We have met with striking instances to prove that these may be held 
even in connection with country schools. Any energy and perseverance which 
eyen two or three active teachers may display in using this efficient help will re- 
ceive a proportionate reward. Let us use all possible means to increase the in- 
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‘terest of all our people on all the aggressive agencies which the great work before 

us demands. When-General Conferences and all the public men of our Church 
have done their utmost, there remains much, very much, for the men and womén 
of our growing Communion to do in the way of personal service. Let us all 
thank God, and take courage. 

Your committee feel it to be at once a duty and a privilege to bear their offi- 
cial testimony to the untiring fidelity of the Sunday-school Editor. They heart- 
ily commend him and his growing work to the confidence, active sympathy, and 
prayers of the Church he has served so faithfully. 

James H. Carniste, Chairman. 

R. W. Jonss, Secretary. 


REPORT OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The committee appointed by the General Conference of 1878 presented the fol- 
lowing report through the chairman, Professor Lupton: 

The following report of the Sunday-school Committee, appointed by the last 
General Conference to codperate with the Sunday-school Editor and the Book 
Agent in providing “for the publication of Sunday-school books and periodicals,” 
and in “the general supervision of our Sunday-school interests, with power to: 
appoint a Secretary if it is deemed necessary,” is respectfully submitted. 

The committee, in the discharge of their duties, have endeavored to aid the 
Sunday-school Editor in every practicable way in advancing the important inter- 
ests committed to their care, and they are happy to state that the past quadren- 
nium has been one of decided progress. The best evidences of this are seen in 
the improved character of our publications, their greatly increased circulation, 
and almost universal introduction into our schools, as well as in the general favor 
with which they are received, not only by our own people, but by all who are 
interested in Sunday-school work. The number of Sunday-schools has increased 
from 7,262 in 1878 to 9,310 in 1881; teachers in 1878, 54,867, to 62,442 in 1881; 
scholars in 1878, 391,298, to 462,321 in 1881—making an aggregate increase in 
our Sunday-school population in four years of 78,603. 

While these figures indicate a healthy growth in this department, the number 
of children in our Sunday-schools does not equal, as we believe it should, our 
Church-membership—the disparity is considerably less than it was four years ago, 
and we hope will be still less at the end of the next quadrennium. 

The circulation of our Sunday-school periodicals has increased from an aggre- 
gate of two hundred and fifty thousand monthly issues in 1878 to a maximum cir- 
culation of over four hundred thousand. This increased circulation has enabled 
the Publishing House to reduce the price of these publications, and thus increase 
their usefulness by bringing them within the reach of a constantly widening cir- 
cle of readers. A few of our schools, we regret to say, use other literature than 
our own, but the number has greatly diminished within the last four years. 

Your committee hayé not deemed it advisable to exercise the authority com- 
mitted to them of appointing a Secretary, believing that the necessity has not 
been sufficiently imperative to demand such a step. At the suggestion of the 
committee, however, a small sum has been placed at the disposal of the Sunday- 
school Editor by the Book Committee, to be used in securing such editorial as- 
sistance as he might deem necessary. 


APPENDIX. 183 


, 


Your committee, impressed with the growing magnitude of the work devolv- 
ing upon the Sunday-school Editor, the difficulty of any one man discharging all 
its varied duties, and the increasing danger to which this vital interest of the 
Church is exposed, in view of the possibility of the Editor becoming suddenly 
disabled, through sickness or other cause, would respectfully suggest that the 
time has come for the appointment of at least one assistant, who shall be subor- 
dinate to the Editor, and under his control. Should such assistance be deemed 
advisable by the General Conference, your committee would suggest that the ap- 
pointment be made by the Sunday-school Committee, in connection with the Sun- 
day-school Editor and the Book Agent, leaving the Book Committee to fix the 
compensation. : 

While your committee, according to the action of the General Conference, was 
clothed with the power to appoint a Secretary, if it is deemed necessary, they had 
no control of funds with which to compensate such an officer for his work. Sym- 
pathizing with the Book Committee in their efforts to rescue the Publishing 
House from the incubus of debt which pressed so heavily upon it, and rejoicing 
in their success, your committee have.thus far refrained from asking for an ap- 
propriation of any portion of the profits on Sunday-school publications for the 
employment of a Secretary. The time, however, we think, has come for an ad- 
vance movement in this direction. — : 

In May, 1881, a Convention of Conference Secretaries was called to meet in 
Nashville, in connection with the Sunday-school Committee, to discuss the gen- 
eral interests of our Sunday-school, and to devise such plans as in their judgment 
would promote this important department of Church-work. Nineteen Secretaries 
from various parts of the Connection assembled, and held a profitable and har- 
monious session. A number of recommendations were made by this Convention, 
which the Sunday-school Editor will submit to the General Conference for its 
consideration. The meeting of the Conference Secretaries was productive of much 
good. The zeal of brethren was quickened by an interchange of views, harmony 
was promoted, and a general forward movement was inaugurated. The results 
have been highly satisfactory. 

Tn conclusion, your committee would express their satisfaction at the decided 
improvement in every department of our Sunday-school work which characterizes 
its history for the past four years. Our people have kept pace with the general 
advancement in the Sunday-school world, and we believe the children and young 
people of our Church are more carefully instructed in the word of God to-day 
than at any period in our history. We thank God for the grace which has ena- 
bled his people to do so much for the children of this generation, and we look 
hopefully to the future when a glorious harvest will be garnered from this sow- 
ing. May he continue to bless our Sunday-school work ! 


Respectfully submitted. 
N. T. Lupron, JAMES H. CARLISLE, 


T. J. Macruper, Witiiam M. McCarruy, 
Joun P. McFrrrin. 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 


Report No. 5 of this committee was presented May 20 (see page 116), but was 
not taken from the table. It is as follows: 


° 
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Your committee have carefully considered the memorial of L. M. Wilson, 
John A. Thompson, J. H. Harris, and others, “as to change in boundary line 
between North Alabama and Alabama Conferences, asking the transfer of certain 
territory in Alabama Conference to North Alabama Conference,” and respect- 
fully recommend non-concurrence. G. R. BrowpEr, Chairman. 


L. M. Wilson presented a minority report, which was laid on the table, and 
never afterward taken up: % 
Mryority Report. 


Tc the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, now assembled in Nashville, Tenn. 


We, the undersigned, beg leave to submit the following minority report touch- 
ing the matter of boundary between the North Alabama Conference and the Ala- 
bama Conference, and ask the General Conference to grant the request of the dele- 
gates of the North Alabama Conference as presented in their memorial, as follows: 

Commencing at a point on the west bank of the Coosa River, opposite to where 
the present boundary between the Alabama and the North Alabama Conferences 
touches the said river on the east side, and running thence with the southern 
boundary of Chilton county to the south-west corner of said county, and thence 
on the same parallel of latitude west to the Mississippi line, for the following 
reasons : 

1. Because in the organization of the North Alabama Conference, twelve years 
ago, there was not a fair and equitable division of the territory. Alabama is 

composed of sixty-six counties. In the division, the North Alabama Conference 
got only twenty-seven counties, while the Alabama Conference got thirty-nine, 
and all West Florida, except Apalachicola. = 

2. Because in the division the Alabama Conference got not only the advantage 
in the quantity of territory, but in quality—retaining eight first-class stations and 
eleven second-class stations, and strong circuits covering the rich cotton-belt of 
Alabama, while the North Alabama Conference had but two first-class stations at 
the time of division (and only three now), and seven second-class stations, and cir- 
cuits and missions covering rocks, hills, and mountains, with a few fertile valleys. 

3. Because at the time of the organization of the North Alabama Conference 
the territory embraced within its bounds had no clerical representation in the 
General Conference, that remained after the organization, and only two laymen, 
and these were overshadowed by the towering influence of those that represented 
the interests of the Alabama Conference. 

4, Because the change contemplated would give each Conference squareness 
and compactness of shape, and tend greatly to give permanency to boundaries 
hereafter. 

5. Because the change would throw the Southern University on, or near, the 
line, and this, it is thought, would have the effect to unify the two Conferences 
in feelings of interest for this institution. L. M. Witson, 

J. SHACKELFORD, 
W. T. Harris. 

The following report was presented on May 12, and laid on the table, under 
the rule. On May 24 it was taken up and adopted, but the Journal contains no 
record of its adoption. The Book Editor did not discover the omission in the 
MS. of the Journal until it was too late to put the report in its proper place : 
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COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 3. 


Your committee have duly considered the memorial as to change of boundary 
line between Tennessee and Holston Conferences, and recommend the following: 

The boundary line between the Tennessee and Holston Conferences shall be 
as follows: Beginning on the Alabama State line, where Marion and Franklin 
counties, Tennessee, join, thence northward with the western boundary line of 
the counties of Marion, Sequatchie, Bledsoe, Cumberland, and Fentress, to the 
top of Cumberland Mountains; thence with the top of Cumberland Mountains to 
the Kentucky line. All east of said line shall be in Holston Conference (except 
Mont Eagle, in Marion county, and Bethel, in Sequatchie county, which shall be 
‘in Tennessee Conference), and all west of said line shall be in Tennessee Con- 
ference. : G. R. BrowpeEr, Chairman. 

On May 24 the report was taken from the table, and adopted. 

The following report of the Committee on Boundaries was presented May 22, 
and laid over for further consideration. It does not appear from the Journal 
that it was taken from the table: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, REPORT NO. 7. 


The Committee on Boundaries have considered the petition and memorial 
from the members of the Rockvale Church, in Burnett county, Texas, asking to 
be allowed to remain within the bounds of the North-west Texas Conference, and . 
--said committee, seeing no good reason for changing their report already made 
on the same subject, recommend non-concurrence. 


G. R. Browper, Chairman. 
B. D. Ore@atn, Secretary. ‘ 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


The following is the minority report offered on May 25 as a substitute for Re- 

port No, 4 of the Committee on Temperance. See page 169: 
Miyority Report. 

A minority of the Committee on Temperance, to whom certain papers asking 
for changes in our Book of Discipline were reférred, respectfully present the fol- 
lowing report : 

Whereas the General Rule, as it now appears in our Book of Discipline, is in 
perfect harmony with the teachings of the Holy Scriptures; and as the present 
rule is amply sufficient, when properly enforced, to secure perfect obedience to 
the Scripture law of temperance; and believing that all superfluous legislation 
tends to defeat the object in view, would recommend that no additional legisla- 
tion is necessary on this subject. 3 Horace JEWELL. 


Report No. 5 of the Committee on Temperance, presented May 17, was not 
taken from the table. It is as follows : 


COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE, REPORT NO. 5. 


Your committee to whom was referred a communication from the Womani's 
Christian Temperance Union of the South to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, having considered the same, would report: 


[- 
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That we rejoice to recognize woman as a co-laborer in the great field of Tenrper- 
ance Reform. The enormous evils of intemperance have fallen chiefly upon 
woman. Poyerty and distress, disease and death, as the dire evils of intemper- 


ance, have come to her. Her house desolated, her hopes blighted, her whole life _ 


darkened, her heart crushed, she cries for help and deliverance. She ought to 
be heard, she must be heard, she will be héard.. Who that has a mother, or a 
wife, or a sister, or a daughter, will turn a deaf ear to this ery of woman for help?. 
Hereafter woman and her wrongs must, and will, become an important factor in 
the great struggle to deliver humanity from the curse of intemperance. We sub- 
mit the following resolutions for adoption by the General Conference : = 

Resolved, 1. That we sympathize with the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union of the South in the great temperance reformation, and that we will render 
to them such sympathy and aid as we may be able in this great work. ‘ 

2. That the Secretary of this General Conference is hereby instructed to fur- 
nish the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of the South with a copy of this 
action. 

_ All of which is respectfully submitted. W. M. Rusu, Chairman. 

The following paper is referred to in Report No. 3 of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, page 74: 

Whereas it is expected that many liberal-minded members of the Methodist 


_Episcopal Church, South, will be disposed to make donations, bequests, and de- 


vises of money and property, for the use and benefit of saperannuated preachers, 
and the widows and orphans of deceased traveling preachers; and whereas it is 
important that all such gifts of money and property shall be carefully preserved 
and securely invested: therefore, be it 


Resolved, 1. That this General Conference advise all the Annual Conferences ~ 


(when practicable) to procure acts of incorporation, to whose officers all dona- 
tions of money or property, given for the use of superannuated preachers, and 
the widows and orphans of deceased traveling preachers, shall be delivered, to be 
preserved for the uses aforesaid. 

2. That the trustees of all such incorporations holding such Conference funds 
be required to codperate with the Joint Board of Finance of the respective An- 
nual Conferences in the distribution of the interest arising from the funds so 
invested, Tuomas SHACKELFORD. 

_T. D. Woopson. ‘ 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 

The following report was presented, May 25, by a minérity of the committee, 
as a substitute for a portion of Report No. 4 of the Committee on Revisal. See 
page 167; 

Minority Report. 

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Revisal, regret the neces- 
sity for submitting a minority report differing from that of the majority on-the 
proposed change in the Discipline asked by your memorialists; but with a firm 
conviction that the majority report signally fails to meet a felt want and an ur- 
gemt demand in our Church to-day—viz., an efficiently furnished ministry for 
every good word and work—we are left with no other alternative. With defer- 
ence we submit the following for your adoption: 
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Strike out question 2 and answer of Section Ii, page 91, which reads: “ What 
shall be the time of probation of a traveling preacher for the office of deacon? 
Answer. No one shall be so elected and ordained who has not been two years in 
the regular itinerant work, except such as may be selected by the Bishop for the 
missionary work, when the Annual Conference shall have authority to elect to 
the deacon’s office sooner, if the Conference judge it expedient: provided that if 
he has been a local preacher for three years successively, and on trial in the 
traveling ministry for one year next following, he shall be eligible to the office 
of a deacon on obtaining the approbation of the Conference.” And insert as par- 
agraph 3, Section VII., question 1, page 91; the following words: “When a - 
preacher shall have been examined and recommended by the committee, he shall 
be eligible to the office of a deacon on obtaining the approbation of the Confer- 
ence.” 

Respectfully submitted. T~W. DyYE, Joun H. Dye, 

J. D. Barprr, S. W. TuRNER, | 
T. S. WaADs, J. DITzLER. 
The report was laid on the table, and the Majority Report adopted. 


A second report from a minority of the committee, relating to Report No. 4, 
was presented, and laid on the table. It is as follows: 
A minority of the Committee on Revisal, who have had under consideration 


~ sundry petitions praying for a change in the Discipline, Chapter II., Section IV., 


on Quarterly Conferences, relegating questions 10, 16, 17, 18 to the District Con-" 
ference, beg leave to report: That in view of the fact that many of our Quarterly 
Conferences are composed of but five or six persons, or in many instances. of 
even less; and-the hurried manner in which the business of the Quarterly Con- 


ferences is necessarily transacted prevents, in many instances, the proper care in 
“ 


the examination of candidates, licensing-of preachers, recommending to the 
Annual Conference for admission on trial into the traveling connection, and for 
ordination, we recommend that Section IIL, relating to the District Conference, 
be so amended as to read as follows: 


Srecrion III. Or tHE District CoNFERENCE. 


Question 1. What directions are given concerning District Conferences ? 

Answer 1. There shall be held annually in each Presiding Elder’s district a 
District Conference. The time shall be fixed by the Presiding Elder, and the 
place by the Conference; but should it become necessary, from any unforeseen 
cause, to change the place, after it has been fixed by the Conference, the Presid- 
ing Elder shall have the power to make the change. 

2. The District Conference shall be composed of all the preachers in the dis- 
trict, traveling and local, including superannuated preachers (whether resident 
without or within the limits of the Annual Conferences to which they belong), 
and of laymen from each circuit, station, or mission in the district, to be se- 
lected by the Quarterly Conferences. 

3. A Bishop, or in his absence the Presiding Elder, shall preside; and if both 
be absent, the Conference may elect-a President. 

4, The Conference shall elect a Secretary, who shall keep a record of all its 
proceedings. 

5. The regular business of the District Conference shall be: 
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(1) To inquire into the spiritual state, and the attendance upon the ordinances 
and social meetings of the Church. ; 

(2) As to missions within the district, where new ones should be established, 
or what missions should be raised to circuits or stations. 

(3) As to Sunday-schools, and the manner of conducting them, and to educa- 
tion generally. » 

(4) As to their financial systems, their contributions to Church-purposes, and 
‘the condition of houses of worship and parsonages. 

(5) As to the manner in which the records of the Quarterly Conferences have 

been kept. 
(6) To license proper persons to preach, and to renew their license annually, 
when, in its judgment, their gifts, grace, and usefulness will warrant the renewal. 
(7) To take cognizance of all the local preachers in the district, and to inquire 
into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of each by name. 

(8) To try, suspend, expel, or acquit any local preacher in the district, against 
-whom charges may be brought. 

(9) To recommend suitable candidates to the Annual Conference for deacon’s 
‘or elder’s orders in the local connection, and for admission on trial or reidmis- 
‘sion into the traveling connection; provided that no person shall be recommend- 
-ed to the Annual Conference for admission on trial, or ordination, without first 
passing in the District Conference an approved examination in the Course of 
‘Study prescribed by the Bishops for such candidates. All votes to license to 
preach, or to recommend preachers for admission on trial, or reiidmission into 
the traveling connection, or for deacon’s or elder’s orders, shall be taken by bal- 
lot. No recommendation from a District Conference to an Annual Conference 
shall be of any force after the session of the Annual Conference next following 
the grant of such recommendation. 

(10) The District Conference shall elect annually by ballot, from the district, 
four delegates to the ensuing Annual Conference; provided that no member of 
the Annual Conference shall vote in said election. 

(11) At these Conferences, prominence shall be given to religions exercises— 
such as preaching, prayer-meetings, love-feasts, and the administration of the 
sacraments. 

Also, that Section IV. be made to conform to the above. 

W. H. Brownina. 

Report No. 3 of the Committee on Revisal, after discussion, was postponed 
indefinitely. It is as follows: 





COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 3. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have duly considered 
a memorial from the Fayette District Conference of the Missouri Conference, a 
resolution by J. D. Shaw, Horace Bishop, and A. Davis, and those by R. N. Sledd 
and J. E. Edwards, and one by J. 8. Gardner, J. H. H. Figgatt, and Rumsey 
Smithson, asking for changes in the service for the ministration, of baptism to 
infant children, and respectfully recommend the following alterations : 

1. In the rubric preceding the exhortation, on page 221, Section IL, Chap- 
ter XIII., of the Discipline, after the word “the,” insert the words, “ people 
shall stand up, and the,” and strike out the clause, “use the following, or some 
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other suitable exhortation,’ and after the word “water” add this, “shall say,” 
so that the rubric as amended shall read as follows: “The people shall stand up,. 
and the minister coming to the font, which is to be filled with pure water, shall 
say.” 

2. On page 22, Chapter XIIL., Section I1., strike out the exhortation begin- 
ning “ Dearly beloved,” ete., and insert the following: ‘Hear the words of the 
Gospel written by St. Mark in 10th chapter, verses 13-16: ‘They brought young 
children to him that he should touch them; and his disciples rebuked those 
that broughtthem. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such 
is the kingdom of God. . . . Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, and 
put his hands upon them, and blessed them.’ ” 

3. In the prayer beginning on page 221, Chapter XIII., Section IL, strike out . 
_ the words “wash him,” the clause “being delivered from thy wrath,” and the 
clause, “received into the ark of Christ’s Church, and being,” so that the prayer, 
as thus amended, shall read as follows: “Almighty and everlasting God, we be- 
seech thee for thine infinite mercies that thou wilt look upon this child, and*sanc- 
tify him with the Holy Ghost, that he may be steadfast in faith, joyful through 
hope, aud rooted in love, and may so pass the waves of this troublesome world 
that finally he may come to the land of everlasting life, there to reign with thee, 
world without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

4. In the same prayer, in the paragraph beginning, “Almighty, ever-living 
God,” page 223, Chapter XIII., Section II., strike out the words “out of” in the 
fourth, and the words ‘‘side both water and” in the fifth line; and in the first 
line, on page 224, substitute the word “this” for “they,” and in the sixth line 
strike out the words “and elect,’ so that the paragraph shall read as follows: 
“Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of our sins, did shed his most precious blood, and gave commandment 
to his disciples that they should go teach all nations, and baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, regard, we beseech 
thee, the supplications of this congregation, and grant that this child, now to be 
baptized, may receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in the number 
of thy faithful children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

5. Strike out the rubric and the lesson from the Gospel of Mark, page 224, 
Chapter XIIL, Section II. P. A. Pererson, Chairman. 

H. V. Purvrorr, Secretary. 


The following reports were presented, laid on the table, under the rule, and 
never afterward called up: 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 6. 

The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have considered a 
memorial from the Fayette District Conference, Missouri Conference, and several 
papers from other sources, asking that the form for the “ministration of baptisny 
to such as are of riper years” be revised, and respectfully recommend the follow- 
ing changes: 

1. Inthe exhortation, page 227, Section III., Chapter XIII, strike out the clause 
beginning with the word “men” in the second line, and ending with “God” in the 
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tenth line, and insert the following: “have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God, and need therefore the baptism of the Holy Ghost, of which water bap- 
tism is the emblem, and that our Saviour hath commanded his disciples to teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

2. Between the words “and” and “the,’ in the first line of page 228, insert 
“with;” and before “received,” in the second line from top of same page, insert 
“Deing;” in the third line from top of same page strike out “and be made,” and 
insert ‘‘may remain,” so that the whole paragraph as amended shall read as follows: 
“Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and need therefore the baptism of the Holy Ghost, of which water baptism 
is the emblem, and that our Saviour hath commanded his disciples to teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: J beseech you to call upon God, the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous goodness he will grant to these persons that 
which by nature they cannot have: that they may be baptized with water, and 
with the Holy Ghost; and being received into Christ’s holy Church, may remain 
lively members of the same.’ 

3. In paragraph beginning “Almighty, ever-living Ged ” ete., page 234, Section 
Iif., Chapter XIII., in the fourth line, strike out the words “out of;” and in the 
fifth line strike out the words “side both water and;” and in the next to the last 
line of the same paragraph, page 235, strike out the words “and elect,” so that the 
paragraph as amended shall read as follows: “Almighty, ever-living God, whose 
most dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed 
his most precious blood; and gave commandment to his disciples, that they should 
go teach all nations, and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: regard, we beseech thee, the supplications of this congre- 
gation; and grant that the persons now to he baptized may receive the fullness of 
thy grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful children, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” P. A. Pererson, Chairman. 

Minority Report. 

We, a minority of the Committee on Revisal, agreeing inthe main with Report 
No. 5 on Revisal, on “ministration of baptism,” recommend the following slight 
change of phraseology in the Ritual, and differing from that recommended in 
said report, to wit: 

1. On page 227, Section IIT., Chapter XIII., beginning on ee last line of the 
page, that the following ponies "chat they be baptined with water and the Holy 
Ghost”’—be so amended as to read, “that they, being baptized with water, may 
also be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” 

2. On page 228 of the same section and chapter, the “rubric” be amended by 
adding the words, “Let us pray,” which will read, as amended, “Then shall the 
minister say, Let us pray.” 

Respectfully submitted. R. Smiruson, C. C. Mayyew, 

J. H. McLuan, T. F. Maneum. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 6. 
The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have duly considered 
a paper signed by J. D. Barbee, and one signed by John W. Portis, asking that 
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‘the Discipline be so amended as to specify dancing, attending theaters, ete., as 
coming under the head of diversions that cannot be taken in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and recommend the following for the adoption of the Conference : 
In answer 2 to question 1, Chapter VI., Section V., page 154, after the word “con- 
duct” in the second line of said answer 2, insert the following clause, viz., “engag- 
ing in promiscuous dancing, either in its private or public exhibition, or visiting 
‘the theater, the opera, or circus,” so that answer 2 to question 3 aforesaid shall 
read: “But in case of neglect of duties of any kind, imprudent conduct, engag- 
ing in promiscuous dancing, either in its private or public exhibition, or visit- 
ing the theater, the opera, or the circus, indulging in sinful tempers, or words, or 
disobedience to the order and discipline of the Church: first, let private reproof 
be given by a preacher, or leader; and if there be an acknowledgment of the 
fault, and promise of amendment, the person may be borne with; otherwise the 
preacher must take with him two or three faithful friends, who shall labor to 
bring the offender to proper repentance; but if he will not ‘hear them, and there 
‘be no sign of amendment, the offender must be dealt with as in case of immorality.” 
. Pp. A. Pererson, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 7. 
The Committee on Reyisal beg leave to report: 
1. A memorial from the Quarterly Conference of Gainesville Station, Gaines- 
-ville District, North Georgia Conference, asks that the Discipline be so amended 


_as to provide that no certificate of Church-membership shall be granted except - 


in case of removal from one pastoral charge to another; and that a member tak- 
ing a certificate shall be held responsible to the Society receiving or granting said 
certificate for his conduct from date of his certificate. We recommend non-con- 
currence. 

2. N. H. D. Wilson and R. T. Gray ask that the Bishops be empowered to 
appoint editors for religious papers that advocate the doctrines and polity of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, when requested to do so by an Annual Con- 


ference. Believing that such cases are fully provided for by existing laws, the — 


pea recommend non-concurrence. 

3. M. M. Pugh and T. M. Cobb ask for a change of the law relating to the 
composition of District Conferences so that recording stewards and Sunday-school 
superintendents shall be ea officio members thereof, and that the number of lay 
delegates shaJl be limited to two from each pastoral charge. We recommend 
non-concurrence. 

4, BE. A. Yates and L.S. Burkhead ask that the preacher in charge shall be ex 
officio chairman of the board of stewards. We recommend non-concurrence. 

5, H. J. Adams and H. H. Parks ask that it be made the duty of the Bishops 
to preside in the District Conferences as far as practicable. Your committee, be- 
lieving that no legislation on this subject is needed, recommend non-concurrence. 

6. S. B. Watts and Irvin Miller ask that others than the preacher in charge be 
allowed to nominate to the Quarterly Conference Sunday-school superintendents. 
We recommend non-concurrence. 

7. M. H. Neeley and W. H. Hughes ask that answer 4 to question 2 2, Section 
L., Chapter V., page 127 of the Discipline—which is as follows: “By often stopping 
short when the words are given out, and asking the people, ‘Now, do you know 
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what you said last? Did you speak no more than you felt?’”’—be stricken out. 


We recommend non-concurrence. 
8. W. L. C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway, and S. B. Watts, aa that a question 


relating to. the pastoral instruction of children be inserted in the order of business. 


in Quarterly Conferences. We recommend non-concurrence. 

9. W. L. C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Galloway, Irvin Miller, and S..B. Watts, ask that 
a prescribed form for stewards’ reports to Quarterly Conferences be printed in the 
Appendix to the Discipline. We recommend non-concurrence. 

10. H. P. Walker asks that ministers received from other denominations be 
required to pass an approved examination on the course of study prescribed for 
candidates for admission into full connection. We recommend non-concurrence. 


11. H. C. Morrison, George R. Browder, W.S. Johnson, John A. Carter, B. M. 


Messick, S. W. Brents, and H. C. Settle, ask that the Committee on Revisal be- 


requested to indicate in a report to this Conference what change, if any, should 
be made in the General Rules. We recommend non-concurrence. 
Respectfully submitted. P. A. Pererson, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 9. 


The Committee on Reyisal beg leave to report as follows: ; 

1. W.S. Johnson and John A. Carter ask that it be made the duty of Joint 
Boards of Finance to receive and pay over to the Bishops the money collected 
for their support; and that they also be required to preserye a record of their 
transactions. We deem any further legislation on these subjects unnecessary, 
and recommend non-concurrence. 


2. John E. Edwards and R. N. Sledd ask that the Discipline prescribe who- 
shall be the chairman of the district stewards’ meeting, or else how he shall be: — 


chosen. We deem it best to leave this question where it is, and therefore rec- 
ommend non-concurrence. 

3. H. J. Adams and W. A. Turner ask that Annual Conferences be required 
to sit one week, unless three-fourths vote to adjourn earlier. We recommend non- 
concurrence. 

4. The same persons also ask that the reading out the appointments of the 
preachers by the Bishop on the Sabbath-day be forbidden. Your committee, be- 
lieving that instances in which this has been done are exceptional, and that the 
circumstances rendered it necessary, would recommend non-conecurrence. 

5. Charles E. Brown, Horace Bishop, A. Davis, and William Price, ask that 


stewards be required to make assessments for the support of the ministry on the: 


members of the Church, and that refusal to pay said assessments shall be dealt 
with as an immorality. We recommend non-concurrence. 

6. O. R. Blue and J. B. McFerrin ask that the phrase “and relations” be re- 
stored as part of question 3, Section II., Chapter IT., page 48 of the Discipline, 
for the reason that it was left out of the book without authority. We recom- 


- mend non-concurrence. 


7. E. B. Prettyman and J.S. Gardner ask for a certain change in the order of 


Quarterly Conference business. Believing that the object contemplated in the- 


proposed change is secured by existing regulations, we recommend non-concur- 
rence. 


8. E. 8. Smith, B. D. Orgain, J. T. Swearingen, and H. V. Philpott, ask that 
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the law relating to deacons and elders, who cease to travel without the consent of 
the Annual Conference, be so amended as to provide for the formal trial of such 
delinquents. Believing that the Discipline now provides for such a trial, your 
committee deem further legislation unnecessary. 

9. A paper presented- by E. A. Yates, L. S. Burkhead, and N. M. da 
and one by N. H. D. Wilson and H. T. Hudson, asks that the Discipline be so 
amended as to require a special meeting of the official members, or Board of 
Stewards, to be held to perfect the financial and statistical report of their charge, 
to be presented to the Annual Conference, in case there was a failure to make up 
said report at the Fourth Quarterly Conference. We recommend non-concur- 
rence. 

10. A memorial from Lehi Quarterly Conference, Pine Bluff District, Little 
Rock Conference, asks that questions 1 and 2 in the order of Quarterly Confer- 
ence business be stricken out. We recommend non-concurrence. 

11. A paper signed _by John E. Edwards and George M. Bain, one by W. 
L. ©. Hunnicutt, S. B. Watts, and C. B. Galloway, and one by J. B. McGehee 
and J. S. Key, ask for sundry changes in the order of business in the Quarterly 
Conference. We believe the changes suggested would not be improvements, and 
we therefore recommend non-concurrence. : 

12. J. D. Barbee asks that the Presiding Elder only have the right to nom- 
inate the District Steward. We recommend non-concurrence. 

13. A memorial from the Quarterly Conference of Trinity Charge, South Car- 
olina Conference, asks that the traveling expenses of preachers be raised on a 
special assessment to be made for that purpose, to be collected by the stewards. 
Believing that the manner of raising the money for the object specified had bet- 
ter be left to the discretion of the Board of Stewards, we recommend non-con- 
currence. . i 

14, W. W. Graham asks that a member of the Church refusing to give testi- 
mony, when required so to do, shall be dealt with as in the case of one charged 
with immorality. Believing that the law now amply provides for the punish- 
ment of such offenders, we recommend non-coneurrence. 

P. A. Prrerson, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 10. 


The Committee on:Revisal beg leave to report as follows: 

1. They have considered a paper presented by W. L. C. Hunnicutt, C. B. Gal- 
loway, and C. & Stewart, one by Isaac Hardeman and J. W. Hinton, and one 
by N. Scarritt, asking that the Discipline be amended so as to make it designate 
what Conference is meant—whether General or Annual—in the parenthetical 
clause contained in paragraph 4, Section I., Chapter VIII., page 160, and rec- 
ommend that the word “General” be inserted before “Conference” in said par- 
agraph, so that it shall read thus: “The appellant shall either state personally, 
or by his representative (who shall be a member of the General Conference).” 

2. B. F. Alexander, P. P. Ellis, and C. W. Carter, ask that answer 2 to ques- 
tion 8, Section II., Chapter III., page 71 of the Discipline, be amended so that it 
shall authorize a Bishop to appoint a preacher for a longer time than four years 
to institutions of learning not under the care of our Church. We recommend 
that said answer 2 be amended by striking out, at the bottom of page 71, the 
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clause “for a longer time than two years,” so that the paragraph as amended 
shall read thus: “And also, when requested by an Annual Conference, to appoint 
a preacher to any seminary of learning not under our care.” ; 

3. A memorial from the Local Preachers’ Conference for North Carolina asks 
that the law relating to the trial of local preachers, as it existed previous to the 
General Conference of 1878, be restored. We cannot recommend concurrence 
in the memorial as a whole, but we recommend that answer 1 to question 2, page 
147, be amended by striking out the clause, “in the absence of a bill of charges 
signed by a member of our Church,” so that the paragraph as amended shall 
read: “When a local preacher is under report of immorality, the preacher in 
charge shall appoint a committee of three members of the Church,” ete. 

4. T.S. Wade, J. W. Fitch, and H. C. Ireland, ask that the Discipline, Chap- 
ter IX., question 1, page 170, be amended so as to require each member of the 
Church to pay toward the support of the ministry. We recommend non-concur- 
rence. P. A. Prrsrson, Chairman. 

H. V. Puiuport, Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 11. 


The committee have considered the report of the Committee on the Trial of 
Ministers, of the last General Conference, referred to them, and also sundry pa- 
pers on the same subject, and report for your adoption the following: Strikeout, 
on pages 138 to 141, Section II., all of answer 1 to question 1, and answer 1 to 
question 2, and insert the following, so that it will read thus: 

Question 1. To whom is a traveling preacher amenable for his conduct? 

Answer. To the Annual Conference, which shall have power to try, acquit, sus- 
pend, or expel him, as herein provided. 

Question 2. What shall be done when a traveling preacher is under report of 
immorality ? : 

Answer 1. In the absence of a Bishop, let the Presiding Elder appoint three 
traveling preachers a committee to inquire into the case; and if they judge a 
trial necessary, they shall prepare a bill of charges and specifications; where- 
upon the Bishop, or Presiding Elder, shall appoint a committee of not less than 
five nor more than thirteen® elders or deacons, who shall, under his presidency, 
constitute a committee to try the case. 3 

2. The committee shall meet at or fear the place where the alleged offense is 
said to have been committed; but if the presiding officer judge it expedient, and 
the accused consent, the trial may be had elsewhere. ° 

3. If the alleged offense is said to have been committed beyond the bounds of 
the Conference of the accused, any Bishop or Presiding Elder, within whose 
bounds the offense may have been committed, shall have authority to proceed 
with the trial as before directed. 

4, If the accused be a Presiding Elder, any three traveling elders or deacons 
of his district may inquire into the case, and, if they judge a trial necessary, 
shall report a bill of charges and specifications to the Bishop, who shall appoint a 
committee to try the case, as provided in the trial of traveling preachers. The 
Bishop shall preside, or appoint a traveling elder to preside, in the trial. 

5. In all cases a copy of the charges and specifications shall be furnished the 
accused a sufficient time before the trial to prepare for his defense; and in all 
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trials the president of the committee shall appoint 4 member of the Annual Con- 
_ ference to prosecute the case. Also, he shall appoint a Secretary, who shall keep 

correct minutes of the trial and the testimony, which shall be signed by the 
President and Secretary, and forwarded to the next session of the Annual Con- 
ference of which he is a member; and the finding of the committee shall be 
recorded on the Journal of the Conference. 

6. The accused shall have unlimited rights to challenge for cause; of the suf- 
ficiency of the cause the presiding officer shall judge. 

7. If in any case the accused neglects or refuses to appear before the commit- 
ae the trial shall proceed as if he were present. : 

. If the accused be convicted by two-thirds of the committee, they shall fix 
penalty, and the president of the court shall pronounce him suspended or 
expelled as may be the findings of the committee. 

9. When a committee of investigation has prepared a bill of charges and spec- 
ifications, the accused shall not exercise the functions of his office till his case is 
finally determined. 

On page 141, answer 2, after the words “ prosecute it,” fifth line from bottom 
of page, insert the words, “if the accused or prosecutor declare himself not 
ready for trial, his case shall be referred to a Presiding Elder for trial, according 
to the plan hereinbefore provided. 


Strike out Sections I., and II., Chapter VII., pages 159 to 163, and insert the 
following—Chapter VII., Section I. Appeal of.Preachers: 

1. Each Annual Conference shall organize a Court of Appeals to hold their 
authority for a term of four years; the Conference shall fill all vacancies that may 
occur in the court from any cause. 

2. This court shall consist of not less than five nor more than thirteen elders 
-or deacons of the Conference, to be appointed by the Conferénce. This court shall 
‘be presided over by a Bishop, and shall have full power to try the cases, and their 
‘decision shall be final. The Bishops shall appoint a secretary to keep correct 
minutes of the trial, and deliver the same to the Annual Conference. The find- 
‘ings of the court shall be entered on the records of the Annual Conference at its 
next session. No new evidence shall be admitted on the appeal, but the court. 
shall be governed by the record of the court below. Nevertheless, if the accused 
shall present to the Committee of Appeals a satisfactory showing that evidence 
has come to light which was not known on the trial of the case, or if evidence 
has become available for his use, which was not available on the trial, which will 
materially affect the case in favor of the appellant, the committee shall remand 
sthe case for a new hearing. 

3. The appellant shall have free access to the records of the trial below to 
prepare his appeal; but the records shall not go out of the custody of the officer 
-of the court having them in charge to deliver to the appellate court. . 

4. If the prosecutor in the’trial below should not appear at the appellate court, 
the Bishop shall appoint a member of the Annual Conference to prosecute the case. 

5. The appellate court shall have jurisdiction of all appeals of preachers, both 
traveling and local, and shall meet at such time and place as the Bishop shall 
appoint, of which due notice shall be given to all concerned. 

6. Nomember of the appellate court shall serve on the committee of the first trial. 
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7. In all trials in our Church, the officer presiding is the judge of the law,. 
but the application of the law is with the court trying the case. 

8. In all cases of trial and appeal, the accused shall be allowed counsel, ae 
~shall be a member of the Annual Conference. 

9. When an ‘appeal has been allowed by the court, the appellant shall, either 
in person or by his representative, state the’grounds of his appeal; the records in. 
the trial below shall then be read; the accused shall make his defense without 
interruption; the prosecution shall be permitted to respond in the presence of the- 


appellant, who shall be permitted to reply, which shall close the pleadings on - 


both sides. This done, the prosecutor and appellant shall withdraw, and the 
court shall decide. 

10. No minister after such forms of trial and expulsion, shall be restored to- 
the communion of the Church without giving satisfactory evidence of repentance, 
unless the Annual Conference shall become convinced that he was innocent of the 
crime for which he was expelled; in which case the Conference may restore him. 
to his former standing. 

“Strike out the last paragraph of answer to question 6, page 145, beginning 
“Nevertheless,” and insert the following: ‘Nevertheless, in all cases of trial 
and conviction of a preacher, he shall be allowed an appeal to the appellate 
court, if he signify to the president of the court trying the case, at the time, or 
when he is informed thereof, his intention to ee and the grounds of his 
appeal.” 

On page 147, in answer to question 1, add the word “suspend” after the word 
“acquit,” so that it will read, “which shall have power to acquit, suspend, or 
expel him.” In answer 1 to question 2, same page, second line of answer, strike 
out the words “in the absence of a bill of charges signed by a member of our 
Church,” so that it will read, “ When a local preacher is under report of immor- 
ality, the preacher in charge shall appoint a committee,” etc. 

On page 161 in the last paragraph, beginning, “Nevertheless,” strike out re 
word “ensuing,” and insert “Court of Appeals of the,” so that it will read, “a 
appeal to the Court of Appeals of the Annual Conference shall be allowed,” am 


P. A. PerEerson, Chairman. 
H. V. Purirort, Secretary. 


The above report was laid over, under the rule. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 13. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report as follows: 

1. Geo. R. Browder, B. M. Messick, and H. C. Morrison, ask that the Bishop 
be not allowed to transfer a Church, congregation, or society, from one pastoral 
charge to another without the consent of the District Conference, or of both the 
Quarterly Conferences to be affected by such change. We recommend non-von- 
currence. 

2. A memorial from the Clarksville District Conference, Tennessee Conference, 


asks for a regulation that will make the method of appointing lay delegates to: 


the Annual Conference uniform throughout the Connection. We recommend 
non-concurrence. 
3. The same District Conference also asks that the order of business in the 


Quarterly Conference be so changed as to require that the statistical report made: 
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to the Annual Conference should be reported to the first Quarterly Conference, 
instead of the statistical report for the Annual Conference being made up as now 
required at the fourth Quarterly Conference. We recommend non-concurrence. 

4, The same District Conference asks that answer 5 to question 2, Chapter III., 
Section XVLI., page 119, which provides for the election of a new board of trustees’ 
when two or more circuits or stations become united, be stricken from the Disci- 
pline. We recommend non-concurrence. 

- 5. P. A. Peterson and R. N. Sledd ask,that the Discipline be amended so as to 
require that a local preacher having a pastoral charge shall hold his Church- 
relation in said charge, Believing that this 7s now required by the Discipline, 
we deem further legislation on the subject unnecessary. 

6. John H. McLain and R. Smithson ask’ that all the traveling preachers ap- 
pointed to positions of duty and labor within the bounds of a Quarterly Confer- 
ence shall be members of such Quarterly Conference, although they should be- 
long to another Annual Conference. The Committee, believing that this is now 
provided for in the Discipline, deem it unnecessary to make any recommendation 
‘on the matter, except this: That the word “preachers,” in the third line of the 
answer to question 1, page 55, be followed by a comma. 

7. B. F. Alexander, P. P. Ellis, and C. W. Carter, ask that the words “ re- 
ceive” and “received,” where they occur in answer 4 to question 3, page 72, and 
answer 3 to question 1, page 76, and answer 1 on-page 85, in connection with the 
employing of preachers by Bishops and Presiding Elders, be stricken from the 
Discipline. We recommend non-concurrence. 


= P. A. Peterson, Chairman. 
H. VY. Puiuport, Secretary. 


The above report was laid over, under the rule. 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 14. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report as follows: 

1. They have considered a paper from Trinity Charge, South Carolina Con- 
ference, asking that the trustees of district property be made responsible to the 
District Conference; and one signed by W. T. Johnson, J. D. Shaw, and John 
A. Carter, asking that district trustees be empowered to dispose of district prop- 
erty, and recommend the following changes of Discipline: (1) Strike out answer 
2 to question 1, Section XVI., page 117, and insert this: “2. Let all District 
Conference property be held by a Board of Trustees having the like qualifica- 
tions as are now required for trustees of other Church-property, to be appointed 
by the District Conference, and to be amenable to said Conference for the faith- 

. ful execution of their trust.” (2) Insert as paragraph 3 (the present paragraph 
3 to be numbered 4), Section IV., Chapter II., page 198, the following: “3. Dis- 
trict trustees shall haye authority to dispose of district property under the same 
restrictions governing the trustees of other Church-property—subject, however, 
to the approval of the Presiding Elder and the District Conference, instead of 
the preacher in charge and the Quarterly Conference.” 

9. A memorial from the North Carolina Conference and papers from other 
sources ask that some plan for effecting a division of Church-property be adopted 
by the General Conference. On this subject we recommend the following changes 
of Discipline, to wit: (1) In Section IV., Chapter II., page 198, insert as para- 
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graph 4 (the numbers of the other paragraphs to be changed to suit) the following : 
“4, When a circuit, station, or district is divided, the trustees of the parsonage 
property shall make an equitable division of the same, and if they cannot agree, 
they shall refer the matter to the Joint Board of Finance of the Annual Confer- 
ence for adjustment.” (2) In. Section V., Chapter IX., page 177, insert as sub- 
paragraph “(6)” (the paragraphs which follow to be numbered 7 and 8), this: 
“(6) The Board shall adjust all claims of interest in Church and parsonage prop- 
erty growing out of a division of a district or pastoral charge, when referred to 
them.” 

3. Your committee would also recommend that in questions 12 and 13 the 
words “is doing” be stricken out, and the phrase “has been done” inserted, so 
that the questions shall read thus: “12. What has been done for the cause of 
Missions?” “13. What has been done for the cause of Education?” 

4. We also recommend that in answer 3 to question 2, Chapter VL., Section V., 
page 157, strike out the clause “him who has charge of the circuit,’ and insert 
“the preacher in charge,” so that the paragraph as amended shall read: “And 
if any member of our Church shall refuse, in cases of debts, or other disputes, to 
refer the matter to arbitration, when recommended by the preacher in charge.” 

P, A. PreTerson, Chairman. 

H. V. Puipport, Secretary. - 

The above report was laid over, under the rule. 

The following is Report No. 8, relating to the proposed change in the name of 
_ the Church, and substituted by the resolution adopted on May 25. See page 174: 


COMMITTEE ON REVISAL, REPORT NO. 8. 


The Committee on Revisal beg leave to report that they have given patient 
and close consideration to divers memorials on the subject of a change in the 
name of our Church. One from the Neosho District Conference, one from the 
Leesington District Conference, one from the Walnut Street Quarterly Confer- 
ence, one from the Washington Avenue Quarterly Conference, one from the Lydia 
Avenue Quarterly Conference, one from the Miami and Mt. Carmel Quarterly 
Conference—all of the South-west Missouri Conference; and also one from the 
Quarterly Conference, —— Station, North Texas Conference. The committee 
recommend for adoption the following paper, to wit: 

Whereas the word South, as affixed to our name, was the result of the plan of 
separation of 1844, and was designed to have simply a geographical meaning 3. 
and whereas the dividing line in said plan has long since been officially obliter- 
ated and ignored by both branches of the Church, thefeby freeing us from any 
geographical limitation; and whereas this fact renders the aforesaid word, in its. 
aforesaid geographical meaning, a misnomer; and whereas the opinion exten- ~ 
sively prevails that the word “South” in our name has either a political or sec- 
tional meaning; and whereas this fact operates in many portions of our country 
as a serious hinderance to our work, and in many places almost utterly shuts the 
door of success against us; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend the elimination of the word “South” from 
the name of our Church. 

2. That we recommend a change in the order of the appellative words “ Meth- 
odist” and “ Episcopal,” making the name “ Episcopal Methodist Church.” 
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8. That the above resolutions be submitted to all the Annual Conferences, to 
‘be acted on by them at their next ensuing sessions, and that their decision on 
the case be final. P. A. Prererson, Chairman. 


The following report was ‘presented on May 16, laid on the table, under the 
rule, and never called up afterward : 


COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY, REPORT NO. 6. 


1. The committee having considered the paper signed by William Price, Hor- 
ace Bishop, and W. W. Treadwell, referred by the Conference, asking such action 
as will make the Presiding Elders of an Annual Conference the advisory council 
of the Bishops in stationing the preachers by statute law, recommend that the 

~ Conference do not concur in the request. 

2. The committee have considered the paper signed by N. H. D. Wilson and W. 

-C. Doub, asking certain changes in the language of the Discipline in reference to 
the matter of appeals, and recommend that the changes asked for be made as fol- 
lows: On page 74, paragraph 7, strike out the words “of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence,” and let the paragraph read, “to hear and decide appeals on questions of 
law, when he shall be presiding in any Annual Conference,” ete. 

3. The committee also recommend.a change in the language of the Discipline 
on page 77, in answer 5, by inserting after the word “appeal” the words “by the 
Quarterly Conference, or any minister or member of the Church whose personal 
rights may be affected by said decision.’ The answer, when thus altered, would 
read: “To decide all questions of law which may come up in the regular busi- 
ness of the Quarterly Conference, when submitted to him in writing, subject to 
an appeal by the Quarterly Conference, or any minister or member of the Church 
whose personal rights may be affected by said decision, to the President of the 
next Annual Conference; but in all such cases,” ete. 

Respectfully submitted. | W. W. Bennyert, Chairman. 

The following report, in compliance with a resolution of' the Conference (see 
page 100), was presented by the chairman, but required no action by the Con- 
ference: 

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 9. 

Your committee beg leave to report on the paper referred to us, regarding the 
state of the treasury of the Board of Missions, that after careful examination we 
find, at the close of the financial year ending April 1, 1881, the Treasurer had a 
small balance in favor of receipts; that at the close of the financial year ending 
April 1, 1882, the balance against the Board amounted to $31,965.92. We find 
that by the first of November, 1882, the average date at which the drafts drawn 
against appropriations made May, 1881, will fall due, a sum of about $54,742.01 
will have to be paid in order to sustain our missionaries now in the field. There 
are, therefore, the most urgent reasons why collections should be vigorously 
pressed, and forwarded at the earliest possible date to the Treasurer of the Board. 
We see no reason why the debt should not be kept below $50,000, until the meet- 
ing of the Annual Conferences in the autumn, at which time it will be extin- 
guished, provided collections at all correspond with assessments made May, 
1881. 

It affords us pleasure to state that while the necessity for extended travel and 
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payment of interest on borrowed money has made the expenses of the Board, 
during the year just closed, larger than usual, when we reckon the per cent. 
gained by exchange in sending money to our foreign fields (it more than pays 
all the expenses of the Board), so that every dollar of the money paid by our 
people for missions reaches, in undiminished value, the missionaries in the field. 
This is a great change from the early years of our mission-work, when we had to 
discount our funds sent to China from twenty-two to twenty-seven per cent. 
Total expenses of Board, 1881-82, $6,767.26 ; premium on funds sent to China and 
Central Mexico, average 104 per cent., say $5,726; premium on funds sent to 
Brazil, 34 per cent., say $3,400; total, $9,126 ; balance in favor of Board, $2,358.74. 
We attach a table, made by a sub-committee appointed to examine the books of 
the Treasurer, which will fully answer all the questions of the paper referred to 


us by the General Conference. 
Respectfully submitted. 


, 


Par to Missrons, 1879-80. 

































C@hniinanses neneetnccausececetscpecthesiee eer: $17,835. 37 
Mexico. 12,576 00 
Border. 8,570 00 
Brazil...... 4,347 03 
‘Indian Missio 11,675 00 
German Mission.. 4,768 75 
Florida Confer ence.. 3,329 75 
Western Conference. . 1,750 00 
Denver Conference.. 2,000 00 
Montana Conference. 1,250 00 
Columbia Conference..... 1,330 00 
Los Angeles Conference.......... 1,743 75 
Kchota, in Holston aia 306 25 
Yuba City... paddeacarsacteian 300 00 
$71,781 90 
PPA OANOLG sate teers seus saloon besatrasl 5,000 00 
Remitted to Miss. Soc. from donors 1,000 00 
Paid Secretary....... Serenade caemocn ers 2,499 97 
1055) 912) EKO Soa teleuge nego ose ecocneceeer oa 2,173 75 
Bp. Keener’s exp. to Pacific Coast.. 300 00 
$83,756 62 
Balance ON NAV. «....cccssaeecsererencenes $5,826 25 
RECEIVE... eecnase ar sais oThees wens ceaas Kens 103,018 37 
: $108,344 65 
Parp To Missions, 1880-81. 
(Oca coat are reset aeuidenacestaes se otasanlec $15,867 86 
Central Mexican . 02,147 89 
Mexican Border. 14,500 00 
BTA giles ete eSeeinc usps 6,769. 68 
Indian Mission.. 7,666 15 
Echota Mission.. 243 75 
German.. 3,687 50 
Louisiana ‘French. or 1,050 00 
Florida Conference. 3,705 25 
Pacific Conference... 6,000 00 
Western Conference 1,500 00 
Denver Conference.... mee 245) 0NOO 
Montana Conference.. s 833 32 
Columbia Conference. . « 1,525 00 
Los Angeles.. 108: TD 
North-west ‘Texas Conference....... 29) 10, 812250: 
$101,609 55 
BOCrOrany te msrp cuc-psecarssnncuarontansurtsens 2,499 67 
Treasurer... 431 65 | 
Expenses 2,476 03 
$107,016 90 














D. C. Ketiny, Chairman. 


‘Parp To Muissrtons, 1881-82. 



















(UAT se seacech ves ce -sde Sal-ceen op eeecsen oeeeean eas porte 600 10 
Mexican Central .. 41,465 08 
Mexican Border... 15, "900 00 
Brazil. cities sae 11,167 42 
Indian Mission 10,837 50 
Echota Mission.. 250 00 
German Mission... 4,963 00 
Louisiana French. 618 98 
Florida Conference. 2,887 50 
Western Conference 1,500 00 
Denver Conference.... 4,257 50 
Montana Conference.. 916 64 
Columbia Conference.... 2,585 00 
Los Angeles Oonference.... 1,653 10 
North-west Texas Conference... 3,865 00 

$124,366 82 
SOCr QUAT Wiss ablaiccesbascesced tosenateas worm 2,292 41 
Treasurer.. “388 35 
Contingent... = — 35609 87 
TUX. PQMSES sc caseises «coven sssantneesceeescvemere ty COVOR ONE: 

$134,546 71 


Amount DvE ON APPROPRIATIONS 


Made May, 1881, and to be paid to the Missions 


_  onor before Nov. 1, 1882. 
GRIME aa cescnceterscesiscust suphdete trates care $11,152 





















Central Mexico.. 1,252 
Mexican Border 13,350 
Beale eae ae 1,136 
Indian Mission.. 8,325 
German Missiqn... 3,787 
Florida Conference.... 3,000 
Western Conference... 750 
Denver Conference.. 5,200 
Montana Conference... 750 
Columbia Conference... 1,000 
Los Angeles Conference....... 1,000 
North-west Texas Conference 3,085 
BOCESUATY S.A, carta cc seen cseeeanines 207 
TROGQSULOY cesestsecssce comes 705 

$54,742 
De Wie te ee See eee OES 


Whole amount due to Noy. 1, 1882.. $86,707 93 


95 
44 
00 
53 
00 
50 
00 
00 


{ 


00° 


00 
00 
00 
00 
59 
00 


01 
92 
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COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


The following is the minority report accompanying Report N o. 5 of the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. This report was laid on the table on May 24, and the ma- 
jority report adopted. See page 154: 


Mrvnority REportT. 


We, the undersigned, constituting a large minority of the Committee on Itin- 
‘erancy, present and voting at a meeting held on yesterday afternoon, May 10, at 
which the committee, by a small majority, voted “non-concurrence” on a motion 
‘to recommend that the Presiding Eldership should be Limited to four years suc- 
_cessively, beg leave to submit the following report for the shel rom of the Con- 
- ference, in lieu of the majority report, to wit: 

Whereas the number of memorials and resolutions coming from various sources, 
-asking that the limit of four years, successively, should be prescribed in the 
appointments of Presiding Elders, invests the subject with a gravity and im- 
portance that demands General Conference action, in open Conference; there- 
fore, 

Resolyed, That the Discipline, Chapter III., on the Duty of Bishops, Section 
IL., question 3, answer 3, on page 72, be so altered and amended as to read as fol- 
lows: “To choose the Presiding Elders, fix their stations, and change them when 
he judges it necessary ; provided he shall not allow any preacher so appointed to 
remain in the office of Presiding Elder more than four years successively.” 

It is the sense and wish of the signers of this report that, should it be the 
pleasure of the General Conference to adopt it, the law of limitation hereby en- 
acted shall have no retrospective effect, and shall apply only to appointments, 
made by the Bishops at, and after, the Conference sessions of 1883. 

Joun E. Epwarps, Joun W. HANNER, 


C. C. Woops, _ F. RicwHarpson, 
F. H. Wetcit, E. H. Moors, 
JoHN D. VINcIL, H..C. Morrison. 


The following report was presented by H. F. Johnson, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Bible Cause, on May 22. As the report made a change in the Disci- 
pline, if adopted, it was laid on the table, under the rule. On the same day the 
chairman asked, and obtained, leave to withdraw the report. It does not appear 
upon the Journal afterward. It is as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE, REPORT NO. 2. 


Your committee has had under consideration the paper referred to it, signed 
by George S. Savage, asking for more definite action as to the annual collection 
for the American Bible Society, and respectfully recommends the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That we recommend to our pastors to give to their congregations an- 
nually, if practicable, the privilege of contributing to the American Bible Soci- 
-ety; and they shall remit the moneys collected to the Society, or one of its 
auxiliaries, and report the amount to the Annual Conference. 

Your committee also recommends that the following question be inserted in 
tthe Discipline, in the Order of Business of an Annual Conference, after question 
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29, on page 47, Chapter IL, Section II,, to be properly numbered by the Book. 
Editor, namely: “What has been contributed for the Bible Cause?” 

Respectfully submitted. H. F. JoHNson, Gere 

The following paper was addressed to the Conference, read, and referred to the- 
Committee on the Centenary of American, Methodism: 

To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Dear BrerHREN:— Sixteen of the delegates of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, to the Ecumenical Methodist Conference in London, united, as. 
you are aware, with many representatives of other bodies, in signing a paper 
favoring the holding of “a commemorative Centennial meeting in 1884, to be- 
composed of representatives (clerical and lay) from all Methodist bodies in 
America.” This paper was published by the American Methodist press, and it 
awakened a general desire that such a Conference should be held. On the part 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church an unofficial committee was constituted in 
New York, which held its third meeting May 3, 1882, having in session with it 
duly appointed representatives of many of the Annual Conferences and preach- 
ers’-meetings of our Church. We, thus assembled, have adopted an address to 
our Board of Bishops, requesting them to appoint a committee of twenty-five, 
empowered to correspond with similar committees of other bodies, and codperate 
with them in making arrangements for the proposed Conference of 1884. Our 
Board of Bishops meets in Detroit on the 9th of May, and we have strong hopes 
that if your reverend body, following in the line of the commendatory resolu- 
tions adopted by your General Conference of 1878, will provide for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to represent your Church, there will be a similar committee 
to confer with it. It seems to us very desirable that such committees should be 
constituted in June, if possible. 

We believe that the proposed Conference would be of great service in drawing 
the members of our Methodist family closer together, in making each better 
acquainted with the history, struggles, and aims of the others; in promoting a 
true and healthful fraternal feeling, and in advancing the common interests of 
our Methodism and of evangelical Christianity. 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

Jamn: M. Kina, Ch’n, H. K. Carrout, Sec., 


FE. S. Hora: R. D. Roxsryson, 

C. 8. Frencu, DANIEL Curry, 
GEORGE PRENTICE, C. H. Fowxer, 
JoHun KiInury, J. M. Ren, 

J. W. Eaton, 8. F. UpsHaw, 
Joun B. Cornet, J. N. FirzGeRAp, 
Joun W. Hoyt, Jesse L. Hurwsvurt, 
J. B. GRAHAM, M. D. C. CrAwrForp, 
J. H. Vincent, G. R. Crooks, 
JAMES STRONG, Cuinton B. Fisx, 
ALBERT §S. Hunt, O. H. Tirrany, 


J. M. Bucxnry. 
New York City, May 3, 1882. 


The following reports of the Committee on Missions were presented, but ne 
action is recorded :~ 
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COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 4. 


The Committee on Missions have had under consideration a paper signed by 
Anson West and S. H. Dent, recommending the insertion of certain words in 
Article XIII., Chapter X., Section I., pages 184, 185 of the Discipline, and rec-- 
ommend non-concurrence. 

Also, a paper from the Board of Trustees and Stewards of Sacramento Station, 
Pacific Conference, asking an appropriation from the missionary treasury, and 
beg leave to return said paper to this Conference, and to ask its reference to the- 
Board of Missions. -D. C. Ketury, Chairman. © 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS, REPORT NO. 6. 


We recommend that in such Conferences as are held by the Bishops they 
shall draw the drafts on the Treasurer of ‘the Board of Missions for money ap- 
propriated to such Conferences, delivering the drafts falling due within the first 
quarter to the party or parties in whose favor they are drawn, and remit the re- 
maining drafts to the Secretary of the Board of Missions, whose duty it shall be 
to forward them in their order to the parties in whose favor they are drawn, only 
after receipt of the report that the work for which the previous drafts were 
drawn has been performed—thereby securing to the missionary a support while 
he is in the discharge of his work, and at the same time procure to the Board of 
Missions knowledge of the work being done, and how done, and prevent the use 
of the drafts before the time at which they are intended to be negotiated. 

D. C. Keuuey, Chairman. 


The following telegram was received on the morning of May 26, 1882, after 
the adjournment of the General Conference. It is a reply to the fraternal mes- 
sage sent from Nashville. See page 137: 


PRESBYTERIAN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AT ATLANTA. 

“The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, in’ 
session at Atlanta, Ga., May 26, most cordially reciprocate the fraternal greet- 
ings of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 
session at Nashville, Tenn. Romans xii. 4, 5.” 
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No. 13. On Conference Journal, West Texas, 161, 162. 
Kendall, Louis, Appeal of, 34, 103. 
Managers, Board of Church Extension, 133, 148, 144, 145. 
Martin, John S., elected Secretary, 44, 45, 
MeFerrin, J. B., Reply of, to A. H. Redford, 67. *% 
Members present on the first day, 11. 
Memorials, Petitions and appeals from the Conferences, 33, 34, 37, 38, 45, 46, 58, 59; 78-82. 
‘M. E. Church, Letter from members of, relating to Centenary of American Methodism, 58, 
202. 
Minority Reports, to wit: 
On Temperance, 84, 185, 186, 
On Revisal, 84, 186-188. : 
On Revisal 186, 187. » 
On Boundaries, 116, 128, 184 
On Itinerancy No. 5, 154, 201 b 


On Finance No. 2, 171. 
Minute on the death of Dr. Summers, 49-51. 
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Missions, Committee on, 32, 51, 66, 73, 81, 92, 128, 142; Resolution uf instruction to, 100. 
Missions, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On Annual Conference in China, etc., 142. 
No. 2. On Mexican Border Conference, 153, 
No. 3. On Missionary Day, 155. 
No. 4, On memorial from Sacramento, ete., 81, 203. 
No. 5. On Constitution of Board of Missions, 117, 118 
No. 6. On Missionary Drafts, ete., 92, 203. 
No. 7. Does not appear on the Journal. 
: No. 8. Relating to Superintendents in Foreign Fields, 128. 
No. 9. Answer to resolution of inquiry, 128, 199, 200. 
No. 10. Relating to Woman’s Missionary Society, 148-151. 


Nashville, Welcome of the General Conference to, 14. 
Nominating Committee for Book Committee, 129, 134; for Managers of the Board of Churoh 
Extension, 133, 136. 


Officers General Conference, election of, 118, 134-137. 
Opening of the General Conference, 11. 
Ordination of Bishops, 106. 


Parrish, T. ©., Appeal of, 34, 123. 
Polk, Mrs. James K., Complimentary visit to, 104, 105, 108. 
Public Worship, Committee on, 14, 
Publishing Interests, Committee on, 32, 33, 72, 73. 
Publishing Interests, Reports on, to wit: 

No. 1. On election of German Editors, 57. 

No. 2. On the Quarterly Review, 72, 73. 

No. 3. On the abridged Hymn-book, 73, 153, 154. 

No. 4. On a cheap edition of the Discipline, 73. 

No. 5. On the Colvin bequest, 95-97. 

No. 6. On Spanish publications, 112, 113. 

No. 7. On the petition of A. H. Redford, 113. 

No. 8. On the Publishing House, 113-116, 129. 
‘Presbyterian General Assembly, Springfield, Ill., Telegram from, 112; Reply to, 122. 
Presbyterian General Assembly, Atlanta, Ga., Telegram to, 137; Reply to, 203. 
‘Presbyterian, Cumberland, General Assembly, Telegram to, 173. 
Presbyterian, Southern, Letter from Chairman Sabbath Committee, 41. 


‘Quurterly Review, 45, 161, 7 


Redford, A. H., request in his behalf, 40; his reply to the Reports of the Book Agent and 
Committee, 63. 
‘Resolution of condolence, 145. 
Resolution of thanks, 157, 173. ; 
‘Resolutions presented on the call of the Conferences, 38-40, 46-49, 59-62, 78-80, 82, 83. 
‘Revisal, Committee on, 31, 32; 54, 66, 73, 76, 81, 92, 107, 119. 
‘Revisal, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On supernumerary and superannuated preachers, 143. 
No. 2. On Secretaries of Church Conferences, ete., 144, 145. 
No. 3. On changes in the Ritual, 163, 188, 189. 
No. 4. Relating to various subjects, 167-169. 
No. 5. Relating to the Ritual, 189, 190. 
No. 6. Relating to various subjects, 190, 191. 
No. 7. Relating to propositions for changes, 191, 192. 
No. 8. On the change of name, 173, 174, 198, 199. 
No. 9. Relating to various propositions, 192, 193. 
No. 10. On various propositions, 193, 194. 
No. 11. On the trial of ministers, 194-196. 
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Revisal, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 12. On the request of the Colonization Society, 119. 
No. 13. On various propositions, 196, 197. 
No. 14. On District Trustees, etc., 197, 198. : 
Richmond, Virginia, chosen as the place for the next Conference, 172. 
Ridgaway, Henry Bascom, D.D., Fraternal Delegate from M. E. Church, Credentials and: 
reception of, 67, 68; takes leave of the Conference, 10° : 
Rule of Order, No. 12, Motion to amend, 132, 186. 
Rules of Order, 28-30. ‘ 


Secretaries elected, 14, 45, 80. 

Secretaries of the General Conference, Thanks to, 173. 

Secretary of the Board of Missions, elected, 135. 

Shackelford, Thos. and I’. D. Woodson, Paper by, 74, 186. 

Soule, Bishop Joshua, life of, Resolutions relating to, 107, 108. 

Special Committees ordered, 30; Members of, 31. 3 

Sprague, Rev. Howard, A.M., Fraternal Delegate from the Methodist Chureh of Canada, Cre- 

" dentials, reception, and aneress of, 67, 68. 

Stacy, Rev. James, D.D , letter to the Conference, 75; Reply to, 75, 76. 

Substitute for Report No. 3 on Education, 171, 172, 179, 180. 

Summers, Thomas Osmond, D.D., LL.D., Death of, 41-43. 

Summers, Thomas Osmond, D.D., LL.D., Funeral of, 43, 44; Minute for the Journal relating 

to, 49-51. 

Sunday-schools, Committee on, appointed in 1878, report of, 64, 182, 183. 

Sunday-schools, permanent Committee continued, 161, 162. 

Sunday-schools, Committee on, 32, 84, 94. 

Sunday-schools, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On graded Catechisms, 57. 
No. 2. Relating to a section of the Discipline, 159-161. 
No. 3. Relating to sundry recommendations, 180, 182. 
No. 4. On report of permanent Committee, 94, 182, 183. 


Temperance, Committee on, 31, 82, 98. i 
Temperance, Reports on, to wit: 
No. 1. On the use of tobacco, 77. 
No. 2, On wines for the sacrament, 77. = 
No. 3. On General Rule, 82. 
No. 4. On a new chapter in the Discipline, 169, 170. 
No. 5. On the Woman’s Christian ''emperance Union, 185, 186. 
Tracts containing parts of the Ritual, ordered, 108, 
Treasurer Board of Missions elected, 136. 


Whitworth, James, Chairman Book Committee, Reply of, to A. H. Redford, 67. 
Woman’s Missionary Society, Message from, 142; Constitution of, 148-161. 
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